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The Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 1$t January, in a leader, headed “ The Ac- 
complishment of the Wish of England, and the Foundation of the Prosperity of 
India,” referring to the great pr¢clamation ceremony at Delhi, observes that 
this day Victoria, the great Queenfof England, becomes the Empress of India, 
and the long-cherished wish of the}English people has been cempletely fulfilled. 
What this wish was, can be gathered from an article which recently appeared 


in the London Times. The Indu Hrakdsh then gives, ,at some length, a sub- 


stance of that article, and observes that, by the great and solemn ceremony of 
this day the English power has attained its highest point in this country. The 
English Government has become formally what it was virtually for years to- 

ether—the supréme or paramourt power in the land. The political indepen- 

ence of Native States which was nominal has even vanished... The J/ndu Pra- 
kash hopes that this ebb will prove a beginning of the coming rise and prospe- 
rity of this old nation. The néw honours and distinctions conferred on the 
abe pea Princes will, it is hoped, not prove mere empty sounds, but will 
ead to some good result, beneficial to those ou whom they have been bestowed 
as well as to the empire. It is also fervently hoped that this great day will be 
the era from which the real unifigation of this vast empire, and its advance in 
all things which constitute progr¢ss, and the indissoluble and cordial union of 
England and India,’ will be dated by future historians. (The Nydya Sindhu (13) 
of the same date also, takes the same hopeful view of the event, and. expresses 
the same prayer for the future prosperity of this great and ancient country). 


The Daydn; Prakdsh (3) of tHe 1st January, in a long article, briefly reviews 
the different political and other ¢vents of Her Most Gracious Imperial Majesty’s 
reign from her birth to the pregent time. The writer calls Her Majesty the 
most wise, and virtuous and, by |the blessing of God, the most happy sovereign 
in the world at this time, and hor reign the most prosperous in eve : 
She is compared with her great and illustrious predecessor Queen Elizabeth, 
and the reign/ of the former is pronounced to be as prosperous and remarkable 


/ for rogress as that of the latter. The article concludes with a fervent Pst 


for long life and prosperity to Her Imperial Majesty and her numerous family. 


The M@hdréstra Mitra (5)|of the 28th December, but received on the Ist 
January, very severely complaiins of the doings of the three ténga-owners who 
run vehicles for passengers between Poona and Satara. One of them is the 


Parsi gentléman who has the contract of the mail between Poona and Satara. 
The other two are Mahomedan |traders, one named Mr. Abds Ally, and the other 


Mr. Badradin. Complaints haye been repeatedly heard for a long time against 
the extrenje mismanagement jf all the three concerns. Every one of their 
customers {has something or‘ other to complain of. The passengers have to. 
complain gf the loss of their time and cf great bodily discomfort. The attention 


of the magisterial authorities of the Satara and Poona districts is forcibly drawn | 
to this/ g¥eat and severe public complaint. The larger part of the article is 
occupied frith a description of the wretchedness of the concerns ; of their weak, 
lean and jvicious horses ; of the broken, defective and unservicable furniture ; of 


the delapfidated and ricketty vehicles ; of the frequent and vexatious delays and 
hardships and inconvenienees to which the unfortunate passengers are put; and 
of the rofrueries and. radeness|of the servants, &c. The article is. not — 


and is ta be continued in a © issue. 


Th Ndsik Writt (19) of the 30th December, in a leader, headed “The 
Empresj of India,” regards| the persistent pe mga - ‘English ‘statesmen to 
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becoming on the part of England €o abandon her old ally, Turkey, to the 
tenders mercy of cruel and crafty JRussia. The writer implies that England 
has become enervated from too much faddiction to luxury, and, therefore, is not 
willing to ehcounter Russia in the | field of battle. e object of England in 
assuming the imperial title in connect¥on with India is, according to the writer in 
the Nastk Writt, to show to Russia thjat she (England) has the powerful support 
of the great Indian Princes, and thug to frighten that barbarous power. And if 
this be the object, continues this w#iter, of the English statesmen in assuming 
this grand title, they commit ablundefr. For, this assumption which converts the 
Indian Princes, the old allies of Goverfament, into its dependants and slaves, is not 
likely to render them its staunch friends and supporters. The measure is more 
likely to make them discontented. Some writers, continues the Writ/, compare 
the great and famous ceremony calfed Rdjasuya, performed by the ancient 
imperial Hindu king Yudhishtira fat Hastinapur, to the present Imperial 


Assemblage at Delhi, the modern] name of the classical Hastindpur. - But, 


between the two events there is no rpal resemblance, except it be that on both 
the occasions the smaller Princes wefre humiliated and made to feel their de- 
pendent position. Where is the unjparalleled munificence and the real popular 
joy displayed on the older occasiom? On the present occasiona very small 
gift is given to the army, on the stjrength of which the greatness of the empire 
mainly depends. But this can hardily deserve the name of munificence. There 
can be no real comparison between fheése two events. The writer then quotes 
a Sanskrit verse, which says that one gets elevation by virtues, and not merely 
by ascending a lofty position. A crow does not become an eagle by perching 
on the pinnacle of a lofty palace. Whoever had:striven hard to attain the high 
imperial dignity, met with a disastyfous end. Alexander, Cesar and Napoleon 


Bonaparte are the examples. The| present events at Delhi, the Ndstk Writt 
fears, indicates a similar disaster. . 


The Hitechchhu (20) of Kaladg} of the 31st December has a long leader, 
headed “‘ The District Magistrate off Kaladgi and the Oppressive Resolution of 
Government, regarding the Land Assessment of this Year, No. I.” The writer 


of the article dwells, at great ‘lepgth, on the importance of the office of the . 


District Magistrate, and asserts that the well-being or the reverse of it, of a dis- 
trict, depends infinitely more on'|the conduct of its Collector and Magistrate 
than on that of any authority However exalted and powerful. A District 
Magistrate is the real king of his district, and wields more power over it than 
can really belong to the Governor pf the Presidency or the Viceroy, and even 
to the Imperial parliament or the|Crown itself. This officer can do a great 
many things for his district, withopt spending even a pie from the State trea- 
sury. After descanting in this strain.on the importance of the office of a Dis- 
trict Magistrate, the Hitechchhu obgerves that Mr. Hogg, the Goting Magistrate 
- and Collector of Kalddgi, though/an able and experienced, impartial and in- 
dependent officer, looks more to the interests of Government than to those of 
the ryots of his district, and, cqnsequently, is not very popular. Asa fresh 
instance in support of the above r@mark, the writer states that recently about 
500 ryots waited on this officer at|Bijdpur ; represented the failure of their rea 
in consequence of the drought of this year; and prayed for a remission of the 
assessment ; but Mr. Hogg gave them no reply. This shows what attention he 
pays to the grievances of the ryots commi to his care. The extreme dis- 
tress which the Katd4dgi District is experiencing this year, is too well known to 
be gainsaid. Mr. Ho | 
- not remonstrate with Government for its resolution to exact the full assessment 
from the ryots, on the mere ground that they are not insolvent. The resolution 
is plainly unjust and tyrannical. ae | pom 
The Karndtak Wértika (34) of the 31st December refers to a petition ms 
by the Indmdars and others of the: Parasgad Taluka, to lend them’ money 
the — of their lands, and requests Government, and particularly 
NPO—l wi 


is thoroughly aware of this distress; and yet he does 
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Revenue Commissioner, who is a very kind-hearted gentleman and thoroughly 
acquainted with the southern districts of the Presidency, to give a favourable 
consideration to the very reasons ble and moderate prayer of the petitioners. 
The statement made by the petitioners,| that they cannot raise any loan in these 
distressful times on the security of their] lands from private Sowkérs, is entirely 
true. The trade in grain has become at present exceedingly lucrative, and 
dealers in grain are the greatest custonfers in the money markets. They give 
the most profitable terms to the lenders of the cash, and, therefore, the land- 
owners. have no chance of obtaining! loans in the money market on the 
security of their lands. As Governfment has generously come forward as 
an employer of labour, and has opened} numerous relief works for the benefit 


' of the distressed labouring population, &o it should show some generosity to the 


land-owners, and accommodate them whth money loans in this time of distress. 
Government would suffer no loss in conaplying with the prayer of the petitioners ; 
it may even profit by it. The claims bf hs Wadownaes on the generosity of 
Government deserve as favourable a consideration as those of the labourers. The 


- writer hopes that Government will giv® a favourable consideration to the prayer 


of the petitioners. 


A correspondent of the Guzerat Mitra (39) of the 31st December states that 
the town of Dakor, which is held by am Inémda4r, is a holy place, and is visited 
by a number of Government officers. |For their service carts of the town or of 
the district which happen to be there, gre forcibly caught and employed. The 


writer regrets that the Collector of tha district does not prohibit this forced - 


labour. He also states that in the Sacred tank of this town, named Gomti, 
several policemen of Taluka ‘Thésra attd of other places catch fish, and hurt the 


feelings of the townsmen. Thé authopities concerned are requested to prohibit 
fishing in this hdly tank. | | 


Another correspondent of the sqfhe has heard that Mr. Kharsetji Pélanji, 
the Inspecting Post Master of Guzera§, intends removing the post office in the 
town of Thasra from its present logality to one side of the town. The post 
office is situated at present in a central] place in the town, close to the Kutcherries 
and the residences of the respectable people of the town; and its removal to 
the proposed place at one side of thie town, will produce inconvenience to all 


parties. The Inspector is requested pot to remove the office from its present 
place. ) 


The Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 28th December, but received on 
the 31st, contains a leader, headed. ‘] The Discovery of the Wrong Conduct of 
Certain Officers in the Educational, Revenue and Political Departments, in the 


- _” -Aecount Books of a Talati.” The Bytechchhu states that on account of a dispute 


among the shareholders of the town $f Katosan, the accounts ofthe town, kept 
by Taldti Jiwan Partép, from Sanwat 1920 to 1931 have been produced in the 
fe we of the Political Agent, thbugh they have not yet been seen by that 
officer himself. In these accounts nymerous sums, either in the sha of pro- 


visions or of cash, are written off in ithe names of Government officers. It would 


‘take about six issues of the Hitechchhy paper to show of what kind of entries 


these-accounts are made; but to givéan idea of them to the public, the following 
extracts are made :—The first extragt is an entry dated Chaitra. Shuddha 15th, 
Sanwat 1932, in which certain rGvisions are entered in the name of ‘ the 
Deputiséheb of Gaum Sddra,” de ivéred to him by the hands of Nalchand. The 
Hitechchhu states that the Deputiséhéb of Sddra is Mr. Jewachhram ag 


and Ndlchand was formerly an assistant master in the school at Pethdpur, and 
is now in the service of Thékor Katansingji, orie of the. shareholders of Katosan. 
The second extract is an entry dated Y 
Viramgém.” The Hitechchhu state} that the Kamdwisdér means the Mdm 
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and Government ought to ask the then Mémlatdér of Viramgém an explanation _- 


about the entry. fkor Karansingji holds some j4ghir in the Viramgdém 
Pargana. The third extract is an entry written after the debit entries are made 
in the accounts for Sanwat 1932. The entry is as follows :—‘“‘ When H. Thé4- 
-nedérs Chhotéldl and Bhogildl came, Su Jitéji was beaten, and H. Thdkor 
Karansingji paid.” The Hitechchhu states that the two Thdéned4rs are at present 
Thanedars in the Mahi K4nta, exercising the powers of a Third Class Magistrate. 
Many other sums besides the above are entered in the names of these persons. 
The fourth extract is an entry for some provisions supplied to late Thanedar 
Mohonlal Jeth4lal, who is out of service at present. The Hitechehhu also states 
that when the Political Agent’s swdri went to Katosan some entries were made 
in these accounts. In these accounts the names of some of the officers of the 
Gdikwéri State are also to be found. The writer waits to see whiat steps 
Dr. Bihler in the case of the Deputy Educational Inspector, and Government 


in the case of the other officers, will take. 


The Jame Jamsed (43) of the 4th January states that there are several kinds 
of old coin still current in the province of Guzerat, and requests Government 
to abolish these currencies. In Surat and Broach, Broach rupees are current. 
In Kaira, the Broach rupees are not used. Theregthe ‘ Pohalid” or broad 
rupees and Bdbdshai rupees of Baroda are current. In Ahmedabad and Katty- 
war the ‘‘ Pohali4” rupees alone are at present used. Several times before 
this recommendations have been made to abolish these differént currencies and 


to introduce a uniform currency in Guzerat. Mr. Hope, while Collector of . 


Surat, tried hard to abolish the old coin currency, but did not succeed. How- 
ever, since the currency of cld coins is detrimental to the interest of the poor 
a it ought to be abolished. It is customary, particularly in the Surat 

illah, to pay labourers in the old coin ; and in exchanging it they nave to pay 
discount. With very low wages, discount falls heavily on the poor people, in 
whose interests Government ought to abolish the old currency and insist upon 


a uniform currency throughout Guzerat. 


The Rast Goftdr (45) of the 31st December, after stating that India feels 
great joy to present her Queen with the title of Empress, which is due to her 
for conferring great blessings on this country, and which the people of India 
. offer to the British throne with sincere and deep-felt loyalty, observes that 
tomorrow will show what return’ England makes for this great and valuable 

resent. .The public is not ignorant of the expectations of India in this matter. 
Before everything else, she demands an admission into the British parliament 
to her sons. She desires that a warm friendship, instead of the culd intercourse 
which now exists, may arise between Europeans and the Natives. India has 
many other claims to advance, and it is hoped that they will be satisfied. 
There cannot be a more auspicious day than tomorrow to return the Berars to 
the Nizam, to hear the prayer of the Native Princes of Satara and other small 
States.and to grant them favour, and to supply the other wants of India. Eng- 
land has seen how very loyal India is, and she ought not to evade any longer 
doing justice-to her. 


In the next short leader a prayer is made to England to redeem her ‘pro- 
mise to admit Natives to the higher grades of the service of their country. So 


far back as in the reign of King William IV, the ministry of Earl Grey conferred | 


the great boon of a promise to admit the Natives of India to all ‘grades of 
the service of their country, except the posts of the Governor-General and the 
Commander-in-Chief. After shortly statin § Bow many times this promise has 
been repeated, the Rdst Goftdr observes that there cannot be a more fitting 
ag to redeem it than tomorrow, which begins the era of the Empress of 
ndia. | | | : : 
The same, in a leader,’ headed; ‘ Specialities of the Delhi Conference,’’ 
observes that at the Imperial Darbdér at Delhi, wherein the assumption of. 
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the title of Empress of India will be formally announced, the Native Princes 
and Chiefs, invited to the d assembly, have not simply to hear the procla- 
mation, réceive flowers, and go home. Trey have been invited to the darbdar 
for a purpose very important to themselves and to their respective subjects. 
That purpose is to read to them the proclamation of the Imperial title assumed 
by Her Majesty our Queen. Their Ant does not end by listening. When the 
Queen becomes Empress every Native Prince of India, big or small, becomes 
her tributary or her vassal. He gives his sacred word to render help to the 
Empress, both in time of war.and peace. He assumes, in regard to his own 
subjects, the same responsibility as the paramount British Goverment holds 
in regard to its own subjects. He is bound to introduce in his State the im- 
provements imported by the British Government into its administration, and 
to follow in the footsteps of that Government. In short, he is bound to 
consider the enemies of the Empress as his enemies, and her friends as his 
friends. This promise on his part is sacred and lucky. It is a promise very 
important to the future greatness and excellence of India herself. The Imperial 
Darbdér has also afforded to the Native Princes and Chiefs the very rare 


opportunity of forming acquaintances and friendships among themselves and _ 
forgetting old feuds and enmities. 


The same makes some suggestions in regard to the discussion which has 
been caused by the passing of a very small proportion of the candidates at the 
last Matriculation examination. The candidates and the heads of schools say 
that the small result is to be attributed to the unusual hardness of the exami- | 
nation in the English language. If this complaint be true, it shows that a 
difference arises in the nature of the questions set at every examination, on ac- 
count of new examiners being chosen every time. To remove this difference, 
it would be well to appoint a few syndics to see that the questions set for the 
examination are neither too hard nor too easy. Such syndics are appointed in 
other countries, and their appointment will remove to a great extent the com- 
plaint about hardness of questions. This proposed body should consist of such 
persons only as have had actual experience of the ook of teaching, for they 
alone can properly determine what questions are proper to be put to the candi- 
dates. The other suggestion made by the Hast Goftdr is, that each of the four 
examiners in English should in his paper insist upon the candidates answering 
any two of the questions set in it, which may appear important, to him, and 
each should examine his own paper and give marks for it. This arrangement 
will be more satisfactory than the one existing at present. If the questions set 
in English at the last examination be not hard, as the candidates and school- 


masters complain, it is plain that the candidates were raw and not well pre- 
pared, and have therefore failed. 


~The Arya Mitra (48) of the 31st December expresses its great disapproval 
of the loan of 40 thousand rupees, given by the British: Government to the 
Prince of Arcot, for enabling him to go to the late Imperial Darbér at Delhi. 
The Prince was not anxious to go to Delhi, as he had not sufficient money for 
the expenses of the trip. Under these circumstances he should not have been 


asked to go, as the order of the Viceroy dispensed with the attendance of such 
Princes as were not able to go. | 


The Ahmedabad Samdchér (52) of the 27th December, but received on the 
3lst, states that there is no Government (Vernacular) School in the Shapur, 
Dariy4pur and Jamdlpur quarters of the city of Ahmedabad, while there are 
several schools, very close to, each other, in other parts of it. Each of the 
quarters mentioned above urgently requires a school for itself, and either new 
schools may be opened in them, or the schools in the other quarters of the cit 
may be so bone as to remove the wants of the three quartets. The attention . 
of Mr. Maydrdm (the Deputy Educational Inspector) is requested: to this matter. 
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The Broach Wartamdn (55) of the “1st January - states that a new shop has 
been opened near the Jhddeswari Gate of the town of Broach, and in it several 
people gamble after nine o’clock every evening, after closing the windows of 
the building. The police is requested to put down the evil. It also states that 
two Bordhs, who were about to plunder at the Ashi4 Tank. the servants of Pérekh 
Dadébb4i Narsi who were carrying some valuables, were fortunately caught and 
n 


brought into the town, and observes that at this tank also gamblers meet and 


gamble. So long as they are allowed to do this, they will continue to annoy 
and sometimes to plunder the wayfarers. 


The Satya Mitra (62), which very frequently attempts to prove that the 
matrimonial and divorce law is not suited to the social manners and customs 
of the Parsis, and, therefore, not agreeable'to that community, points out, in its 
issue of the 31st December, a difference between a provision of the law and the 
existing custom. It says that, whereas it is customary from times immemorial 
and among all Parsis to have the ‘“‘ Ashirwd4d ” ceremony of marriage performed 
by two Mobeds, the provision in the law (which is quoted in the Satya Mttra) 
holds a marriage valid the Ashirw4d ceremony of which is performed by one 
Parsi priest. The Satya Mitra is afraid of the marriages which are mostly 
-solemnized by two Parsi priests being held illegal. The Mitra considers that 
the Gujarati translation of the Parsi Matrimonial and Divorce Act is not clear 
and easily understood by persons of common understanding, and wishes it to 
be translated into easy and clear wording. ) 


The Great and Grand Imperval. Gathering at Delhi. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 1st Janu opens with a short leader, 
headed in gold letters, ‘‘ Victoria Kaiser-i-Hind.” The article begins with 
a Marathi piece of poetry in ay of and congratulation to Her Most Gracious 
Majesty, newly composed to be sung in the Gdyan Samdj of Poona on the day 
of Proclamation. ‘The article expresses great joy and a sincere feeling of 
loyalty on this great and auspicious day; recognizes in this event an indisso- 
Iuble and cordial union between England and India ; and concludes by express- 
ing once more the joy of the people for this thrice happy event. 


Several other papers of this week are full of detailed accounts of the various 
events which have occurred in the Imperial Assemblage at Delhi. They gene- 
rally express feelings of loyalty and joy for the Imperial title assumed by Her 
Most Gracious Majesty in connection with this country. His Excellency the 
Viceroy is praised for his affable reception of every Prince, Chief and gentleman 
who attended the darbéars or the levee. | 


— ‘The Famine in the Deccan. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 1st January publishes a petition, signed by 
Rémébin Gopél Ghddgé and two hundred other ryots of the town of Indépur, 
addressed to the Revenue Commissioner, Central Division, and complaining 
very severely of the cruel and tyrannical conduct of the Mémlatdar of that town 
towards them. The petitioners state that they have been suffering for one 
month from starvation. When Government was gracious enough to start the 
public work of digging out the Indépur Tank, to provide relief for the distressed 
ryots of the place, the Mamlatdar, instead of employing all the ryots of Indé- 
pur on the work, employed only half of the work-people from Indépur, and the 
remaining half from outside places. - The petitioners requested the Mamlatdar to 
employ them; but he promised to employ them after two or three days. When 
they went again to that officer and begged him very pitiously to employ them | 
and to enable them to preserve their lives, the Mémlatddr instead of taking pity - 
on them, got enraged against them, and told them that if they died the wortd a 
' 4nrep6—1_. | :. e . 
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would not miss them, and that if they lived they might make themselves scarce 
and migrate into the territory of the Nizam. devin this, he drove. away the 
wretched petitioners. The petitioners went to this officer twice more, and 
implored him to employ them on the work; but he remained as inexorable as 
ever. He got very wild with them. He abused them and assaulted them 
with kicks and a stick. On the 18th December last the Collector of the district 
was at Indépur. The petitioners waited on this big officer, and represented 
their grievance tohim. But he also upbraided them and upheld the Mamlatdar. 
He also told them to go to Ddwada, if they wanted work. Here the peti- 
tioners ch oenenrs their difficulties of going to distant places, and pray the 


Revenue Commissioner to get them employed near their own town, Indépur. 


They also complain of the cruelty and tyranny of the Mémlatdér and pray for 


his transferrence from Indépur. 


_ _A correspondent of the Daydn Prakash (3) of the 1st January, writing from 
Karkam, states that some deaths have occurred this week from starvation at 
Karkam. A poor shepherd named Satu, an inhabitant of Gordd4chi Wadi, in 
the Malsiras Taluka, finding himself unable to earn a livelihood for himself and 
his family in his own village, went ap-conenyy in search of food. He was 
accompanied by eight persons of his family. pene poce = were disap- 
pointed in obtaining any means of earning a livelihood, and returned to their 
own village. They had neither food to eat nor clothes to wear in their return 
journey. They had a little quantity of hemp seed, on which they contrived 
to live forsome days. They reached the town of Karkam inthe most wretched 
state. Several of them were hardly able to sit up. ‘They stopped in a temple 
a little away from Karkam. The Police Pd4til of the town, being informed of 
their wretched condition, did what he could to relieve them. But the relief 
came too late. Satu and three persons of his family died in consequence of 
starvation and exhaustion. The same writer says that in Karkam some people 
are employed in digging two or three wells, but they are not paid their wages 
for ten or twelve days, The Mdmlatdaér is requested to look to the hard con- 
dition of the poor work-people, and to make arrangements to pay them regularly 
at least every week. : : : 


Railways. 


A correspondent of the Guserat Mitra (39) of the 31st December states 
that the branch railway line between Dékér and Hangddi was opened for pas- 
senger traffic on the 10th November last. On this line, though Thasra is six 
miles from Hangddi as well as from Dédkor, the same fare is not charged 
for travelling from it to Hangddi or Dékor. Two annas are charged from 
Thasra to Dékor, and passengers complain about this fare. The railway 
authorities are requested to remove this complaint. | 


The Surya Prakdsh (40) of the 30th December, but received on the 31st, 
exhorts persons who have any knowledge or experience of the administration 
of the Indian Railways to ba Ra the Secretary of the coming Railway Confer- 
ence which is to meet in February next, of the shortcomings of the rail- 
ways, and at the same time to make suggestions for the po yp em of their 
administrations. The Surya Prakdsh then repeats the old complaint of the 


Native Press, that these railways do not afford sufficient accommodation and 
comfort to their third class passengers, their best customers. It also com- 
plains that the privies or closets made in the third class carri for women, 
are not built with sufficient regard to decency, and consequently women pas- 
sengers very seldom use them, and they have proved of littleor nouse. Privies 
should also be built in all third class carriages of allthe railways. The attention . 
of the Conference is requested to these matters. jue 
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Native States. 


The Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 28th December, but received on 
the 31st, prefers a few complaints against the administration of the northern 
division of the Gdikwéri State. It observes, it is true that since the deposition 
of Malhérr4w Gdéikwar the State has been purged of several evil - practices; but . 
_ there remains as yet much to be done. The Hitechchhu has already repeatedly 
complained about the management of Mr. Nérdyanréw Kharkar, the late Subha 
of the Northern Division, and has again to- complain about the mismanagement 
of the same division. It should not be supposed, however, that this division alone 
-suffers from mismanagement. ‘The Southern Division as well as the city of 
Baroda itself have also much to complain of. ‘In his time the late Ndib (?) 
Subhé employed under him several of his relations and castemen, and com- 
plaints about this practice were made by the Hitechchhu. A correspondent 
now informs the Hitechchhu that a person named Shiwl4l Parshotam was 
formerly employed in the Kotwdli Chabutré or police guard of Kadi. He 
caused some robbers to break into the opium shop of Bhudar Purshottam of 
Kadi and steal some opium. Shiwldl was for this crime sent to jail, and 
obtained his release by paying a fine of rupees five hundred. He has now 
been appointed an Inspector of Police on a salary of Rs. 125 per month, in 
defiance of the instructions conveyed in the circular order from Sir T. Mddhaw- 
raw No. 10. Ifthe facts stated by the correspondent be true, the authorities at 
Baroda and the new Subhéa of Kadi ought to take due notice of the appointment 
of such a damaged character as Shiwldl. Thefts and dacoities by mounted 
robbers have become very common in this division; and though complaints 
regarding the same have appeared in the public press, the police and other 
authorities of the division seem quite indifferent to the evil. Mr. Alwi seems 
unfitted for the work of suppressing these thefts and dacoities, and an able 
‘person ought to be put in his place. The Hitechchhu has already previously 
noticed the events which occurred near Patan. Since then some Réwlias, who 
were going to bring salt, were plundered of four hundred rupees between the 
villages of Gomé4 and Ddéngarw4 by some mounted robbers. These dacoits also 
plundered two women of three hundred rupees who were going from Kadi to 
Benares. Since the police does not make due exertions to put down the rob- 
bers, the Hitechchhu suspects that it abets their crimes. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 9th January 1877. 
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The Public Administration. + — - 


The Indu .Prakdsh (1), the Daydn Prakdsh(3\ and’ several other papers of 
this‘ week are full of the notices of the great Delhi Darbdér and of the local: 


darbars in the different cities and zillah towns of this Pregidency. They all 
express deep loyalty, and offer hearty congratulations to Her Imperial Majesty 
on this great and memorablé event. Many of them give the substance of the 
great and eloquent speech made by His Excellency the Viceroy: on this o¢ca- 
sion. ‘The speech has’ given a general satisfaction, but has fallen somewhat 
short of the very great expectations which were formed by the Native  gevnant 
about the concessions which it was thought Her Gracious Majesty would grant 
to her Native subjects on this auspicious occasion. Several. titles and honours 


were liberally bestowed, but nothing substantial has been vouchsafed. The 


} — however, are sanguine and hope much good from the new régime by and 
ye. | | 
The Native Opinion (2) of the 7th January, in an article, headed “ The 
Settlement of the Turkish Question involving the Question of the Greatness 
of the Mussalman and of the English Nations,” referring to the present 


grave situation of the Eastern difficulty, observes that though nothing | 


positive can yet be predicted, still it appears very probable that Russia will 
gain her long-cherished object and add European Turkey to her already too 
vast dominions. And if this success be achieved, it would render Russia the 
greatest power in the world. It’ would immensely add to her commerce and 
wealth, and produce a great change in the political state of Europe. This will 
also determine the future greatness and power of the Mahomedan and English 
nations: “The writer in the Natire Opinion does not think it possible for Turkey 
to ‘cope with success with Russia. Nor is it likely that other Mahomedan 


nations will give any material help to Turkey in her crisis. The days of the — 


Mahomedan glory have passed. The Mahomedan nations have been hopelessly 
enervated by luxury and indulgence. The religion of the Prophet, which once 
filled its followers with an indomitable energy and courage and led them to the 
conquest of the greater part of the civilized world, has ceased to produce that 
great result. The Mahomedans are now hardly able to retain the little power 
they possess among the nations of the earth. They are losing it fast. Russia 
has conquered the greater part of Mahomedan Asia, and is increasing her influ- 
ence on the remaining powers, namely, Persia, Cabul and Kdsgar, and even 
Chine. The Enylish ere extending and increasing their-influence in Egypt, 
Abyssinia and other parts of Atricu. The ‘only important Mahomedan kingdom 
that exists at present is that of Turkey ; and when that.is conquered by Russia, the 
peg apa power will disappear from the earth. The tate of Turkey is sealed ; 
and the only question now is whether the Turks will submit.to this fate as 
helpless creatures, or fall as brave men, The people of India are not much 


concerned in the fate of Turkey. But they cannot afford to be equally indiffe- 
rent to an indirect issue of this great struggle between duis | and Russia. 


The downfall of ip psa will injuriously affect the fame of the 


— nation. 
This makes India deeply interested in the issue of this struggle. 


he English 


ministers only a few days ago pledged themselves to maintain the mnbegrity and — 


independence of Turkey, and told the world that England is peseeee to main- 
tain this pledge even by force of arms. And the same English ministers advise 


the Sultan to submit to the proposals of the European powers,—proposals which | 


‘destroy the integrity and independence of Turkey,—and use threats to induce 
Turkey to submit. This conduct of England is too unbecoming, censurable and 
mean to be sufficiently condemned. ‘The conduct fully verifies the insolent 


prediction of the Russian paper, the Golus. All this does not redound to the 


credit ofthe great English nation. _ 


* The Dnydn' Prakésh ‘ 3) of the 11th January devotes along: leadbe to the 
notice of the gracious acceptance by His Excellency the Viceroy of the address. 
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sent to him, with permission, through a De utation by the Poona : Sérwaj anik 


Sabh4, and of that presented: to him by the Native Press Association récently 
organized. The Dnydn Prakdsh is extremely glad and grateful for the ver 
kind and. encouraging terms in which His Excellency spoke of the Sérwajani 
Sabhé and of the Native Press of India, and has thereby recognized the utility 
-of these popular institutions both to the Government and the people,—institu- 
tions which some evil-minded and envious officials thought it wise to misrepre- 


sent as seditious, disloyal, wicked, &c. But these: false c@lumnies have been 


falsified by the recognition mentioned above. The Viceroy has, in recognizing 
these useful institutions, acted not only generously but wisely also. 


The Shubha Suchak (14) of the 5th January, but received on the 7th, has a 
long re headed ‘‘ The-Secret Plan and the ‘Time for Verifying the Promises — 


given by Her Majesty to the Natives.” ‘The writer begins by alluding to the 
ave situation of the Eastern Question and its bearing on the British Indian 
mpire. It is the connection between England and India which renders the 
Turkish Question so very vitally important to both these countries. Singly, 
neither England nor India could have much interest as to who rules Turkey, 
the Sultan or the Czar. But as England wishes to keep her Indian possessions, 
and as India wishes the continuation of the British rule, which has done so much 
for her, and from the continuation of which she expects a great deal more, 
both these countries are very much interested in the proper settlement of the 


above question. The continuation of the rule of the Sultan in Turkey appears to 


the Shubha Suchak extremely difficult, if not impossible ; and if Russia succeeds 
‘in absorbing Turkey, the event must be a source of great anxiety to. the British 
statesmen. Russia is an aggressive power. ‘Though possessed of very extensive 


territories, her greed for conquering and adding to her already very vast domi- 


nions new kingdoms and countries, appears to be insatiable. Her recent con- 
' quests in Central Asia prove the above assertion. Her Asiatic frontier is not 
very far from Cabul.' No doubt the Czar repeatedly disclaims any design on 
British India, and points out the impracticability of such an enterprize on his 
part. But, his past conduct shows us the value of his disclaimers. How are we 
to reconcile bis aggressive successive conquests in Central Asia with his professed 
moderation? If any occasion comes, continues the writer, the people of India 
are ready and willing to help their Empress in the defence of her indiah Empire. 
They think it their duty and privilege to render such help to their good 
_ sovereign. But, unfortunately, the British Indian authorities think it wisdom 
to render Her Imperial Majesty’s Native subjects as unfit as possible to render 
this help. They have disarmed the country. They exclude the Natives from 
all the higher appointments in the army, and thus check any development of 
- martial virtues in them, and the nation is being emasculated.. The sad result 
is to be attributed to the pngenerous and selfish suspicion of the English autho- 


rities.. No honest Englishman can deny that the Natives possess martial talents ;_ 
_ for England is mainly indebted to her Native army for establishing and extend- 


ing her Indian Empire. The fact is universally admitted. It is acknowledged 
by the English historians of British India, as.well as by several eminent English 
_ statesmen. The claims of respectable and competent. Natives to high posts in 


the army and the Civil Service have been repeatedly admitted by the great: 


authorities both in England and India;. but, unfortunately, the admission is 
not yet. carried into practice. The present time when Her Gracious Majesty 
assumes the title of the Empress of India, 1s the most appropriate occasion for 
fulfilling this: old: and often-repeated promise to the people of this country, 


and for showing to the Natives that their good and great Empress makes no — 


‘distinction between them and her British. subjects ‘ but is ready to reward 
loyalty and merit in both alike. : Bee as Bs eo 


b 


The same, the Mahdrdstra Mitra (5) of the 4th January, but received on zi 
the 7th, and the Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 3rd January, but received on the 8th, 
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give an account, at some length, of the darbdér and of the rejoicings at Satara 
on the Ist instant, in celebration of the title assumed by Her Majesty in con- 
nection with this country, and express great satisfaction at the manner in which 
the wholé affair off. The-writers particularly praise Mr. Moore for the 
great urbanity of manners which he showed on this great and happy: occasion. 
The Guzerat Mitra (39) of the 7th January finds fault with the ‘arzange- 
ments made in the town of Surat ‘on the Ist January, in connection with the 
‘darbaér which was held to read the Imperial proclamation to the people of that 
town. Though suggestions had been made by the local papers for holding the 
darbar in the plain, Mr. Pratt did not give any attention to them ; and it was 
held in the municipal hall, where necessarily a very limited number of pecple 
was accommodated. Several respectable persons had not been invited to this 
important meeting, and several more who had subseribed money for the fund 
for illuminations and fireworks, were also ignored. The Mitra blames Mr. 
- Pratt for these things. It is also sorry that only five certificates of loyalty and 
good character were distributed in Surat. More should have been given he 
one some of them to some of the respectable Mahomedan gentlemen of the 
place. | ‘i | 
__ The Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of thé 4th January, but received on 
_ the 7th, finds fault with some of the arrangements of the local darbér of the 1st 
' January for the proclamation of the Imperial title. The householders were 
hard: pressed to whitewash their respective houses, which work they would 


have most willingly done had timely notice been conveyed totthém. The place 3 


selected for holding the darbér was not suitable for the purpose. The plain 


near the Gollector’s residence in Bhadar would have suited much better for the - 
grand ceremony; because it would have accommodated a larger number of 


spectators. The Hitechchhu has heard that several persons who ought to have 
_ been invited to this Imperial Darbar, were not called ; while many persons far 

lower in social status than these were served with invitations. None of the 
editors of the papers of Ahmedabad was favoured with an invitation. (The 
Ahmedabad Samdachér (52) of the 3rd January and the Samsher Bahddur (51) of 
the 5th, but also received on the 7th, repeat some of the above remarks.) 


’ A correspondent of the same complains that Mr: Ganesh, the Sheristedar of 
Captain Scott, the Assistant Political Agent in charge of the Gondhal State, and 
against whom complaints of a similar nature have several times appeared:in the 
_ &Hitechehhu, has recently promoted some of his relations or connections who are 

- comparatively recent employés, overlooking the claims of the older and more 
deserving persons. The writer gives some particular instances of the nepotism 
of Mr. Ganesh in support of the complaint, and observes that great. injustice is 
thus being done to other persons in the employment of the Gondhal State, and 
that it 1s not likely to be redressed unless Captain Reeves, the Assistant Poli- 
tical Agent who has been recently placed in. hadi of that State, and Mr. 'Peile, 
the Political Agent, direct their attention to it. | 


The Bombay Samdchdr (42) of the 12th January opens with a leader, 
headed “ The Important Promise.given by Lord Lytton,-in regard to giving 


the Natives a share in the Administration, by giving them Posts held by Eu- ||. 


ropeans.” After premising that the desire evinced by the Natives to obtain a |) 
due share in the administration of their country and the prayer thty make to | 


their Governors to make a concession in this matter,.‘are quite natural and by 


no means improper, and that the British Government have nostrong reasons to _ 
refuse to grant the prayer, the Samdchdr observes that the Natives have consi- _. 


derably recovered their pristine talents and abilities. They simply ask for a 
due share in the administration, by praying for admission to the gre helds by 
Europeans, and for the abolition of the differerice which is made 

_ selves and the latter. In preferring this prayer they 
their British governors the government o i 


do not ask back from 


* 


, fF 


een them- | | 


< we, Poe: 


* 


which would fare worse if its government should pass just now into their hands. 


This prayer of the Natives cannot be called by anybody, even by the British 
Government, improper. But, unfortunately, this reasonable and just prayer 


of the Natives has not yet been granted, nor is there hope'of its being granted - 


within a, short time by the British Government. In his speech on the occasion 
of the ~~, proclamation Lord Lytton has plainly and explicitly told us that 
the time for giving the Natives the posts held by the Europeans has not yet 
’ arrived; and until its arrival such posts will not: be bestowed upon them. These 
words of the Viceroy have occasioned a great disappointment to the Natives. 
They do not believe they are so very incompetent tojoin with the Europeans 
in the administration as Lord Lytton says; and it cannot be said that they 
commit a mistake in entertaining this belief. But since Government entertains 
a different View and has resolved to act upon it, the Natives, as the loyal sub- 
jects of their Empress, ought to continue their hope of getting the concession at 
a future time, though that time is very, very distant, and console themselves 
with that prospect...’"They ought also to exert themselves to get that distant time 
nearer, and to show Government the desirability of fulfilling its promise earlier. 
Though Lord Lytton’s words are disappointing, they possess the great merit 
- of explaining the true intentions of Government to the Natives, and of rescuing 
them from darkness and the suspended hope in which they have been hitherto 
allowed to remain. Now that the hopes which have been hitherto raised in the 
Natives have been annihilated, the Natives will set after increasing their worth 


to get the concession, and, thereby, both they and Government will benefit.. 


But that benefit will not be so great as it will be when the concession is made to 
them. “y 


The Jéme Jamsed (43) of the 10th January states that in order to obtain at 

_ the cheap rate sanctioned for newspapers, daily news of the doings of the grand 
Imperial Darbdr by telegraph, it sent an application to the Director General of 
the Telegraph Department to register the Jdme Jamsed newspaper. , But it re- 
ceived a reply from that officer that the cheap rate of twenty-four words for a 
rupee is not, according to the recent orders of the Supreme Government, appli- 
cable in the case of Native Papers, and that the Native Papers which at present 
enjoy that right will be deprived of it. airy reg the Jdme Jamsed had to 
obtain. by telegraph the news of the Imperial Delhi Darbér at the rate charged 
to the general public, namely, at six words perrupee. The Jdme Jamsed cannot 
believe that the Viceroy, who shewed the courtesy, unprecedented in the Indian 
annals, of inviting members of the Native Press to the grand Imperial Darbar, 
(for which the Native Press is highly obliged to him,) and who has given such 
an encouraging reply to the address from the Native Press Association, would 
deprive that Press of a right, which, in justice, ought to be enjoyed by the 
English and the Native Press alike, particularly when that Press has me no 


_ ‘wrong use of that right so us to deserve being deprived of it. The JémeJamsed — 
_ thinks that the order for the deprivation of the very useful and important right 


has been issued without His Lordship’s knowledge, and feels certain that on 
‘his knowing of it he will have it immediaetly withdrawn. The J/éme Jamsed 
asks the Native Press Association, which has been recently established or 


hl at Delhi, to bring the matter to the Viceroy’s notice, and prays'His 


xcellency to have the order cancelled. - el: s | 
The Rast Goftdér (45) of the 7th January,.after stating that Monda the Ist 


soyalty on the part of the Indian subjects to their sovereign, and motherly 


instant has been the day which ‘has witnessed a sincere feeling of love a | 
ection and: royal grace on the part of the Empress of India towards her : 


Indian subjects, observes that, by this sipiobves, jor 0h and happy event India 
has got nearly all that*she desiréd or expected to: get. The most valuable 
benefit ar by India from the:assumption of the’ Imperial’ title in er 
tion with this country by Her Most Gracious Majesty, is that India’s loyalty t 


her sovereign, which some envious persons wanted Government to’ doubt, has. 
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been publicly and authoritatively acknowledged. This benefit can never be . 


over-estimated.. Her Majesty has appreciated this t loyalty by assuming 
the Imperial title and founding an 0 : er of honour fn ocnmanacete this coun- 
a Eig of Imperial grace-which Ireland has not yet been. able to get, and 
which has made India very proud. England, in admitting the loyalty of India, 
has put confidence in her, and wants to test whether India is deserving of this 
' confidence; and for this reason has kept her in expectation of more rights. 

The Rést Goftdr assures us that India will prove that she is deserving of this 

confidence and worthy of receiving more favours, : 


In the next short leader the Rést Goftdér considers it a great benefit to 

India that some of her Native Princes have been made generals in the British 
Army. The gift of these high military offices will keep the Native Princes from 
vices, will make them and their small armies conversant with military tactics, 
and will, in other ways, conduce to the great benefit of these grandees. 
Rast Goftdr is highly rejoiced to-see that an “ Imperial Privy Council” has been 
established, and that in it the Mahérd4j4s of Jeypore, Gwalior, Indore and others, 
and several high European Officers have been appointed. The Rdst Goftdr ex- 
pects great political benefits to India from this OE 2 


‘The same, after noting the sentiments expressed by Lord Lytton in the 
grand Imperial Darbar, that the Natives must show more fitness by their-edu- 
cation and public virtues before they can be admitted to the higher grades of 


the State offices, and that they have a right to such offices of their own country, - 


observes that the time for entrusting the Natives with the offices of the Viceroy, 
the Commander-in-Chief, Governors, or Lieutenant-Governors may not have 
come as yet; but what about their claim to represent theircountry in the Bri- 
tish Parliament ?. Has not the time for such representation come as yet ?. 


3 The Yajdin Pdarast (47) of the 7th January says that India sanguinely ex- 

_ pected a reward for her presenting its Queen the grand Impérial title. England 

refused to 9 this title to.her Queen. But India presented it to its sovereign. 

with great loyalty, love and earnestness, and expected in return the right of 

representation in the British Parliament. She believed that on the day of the 

arent proclamation this right would be conceded to her. She- has been: sorely 
i 


a , and it is hard to form any expectation for the next ten years at 
the least.. 3 ) 


The same, in referring to Lord Lytton’s words at the grand Imperial Dar- 
bdr of the. 1st January, admitting the right of the Natives ot this country to 
the higher posts and a larger share in the administration of their country, but 
observing that when they showed-the highest amount of public spirit which in- 
cludes in it loyalty, unchangeableness of mind, impartiality and rectitude, the 
English Government would give them a share in the ‘administration of their 
iuother-conntay, observes that the latter words of the Viceroy mar the good 
effects of his former sentiments, These latter words make it seem that the 
virtues enumerated above are not to be found in the Natives. .The Parast is 


sorry to draw such a moral from the Viceroy’s words. They have perhaps. 


innocently appeared in the poetical language of the Poet-Viceroy ; but they 
have created a suspicion in the minds of the Natives and put them into confu- 
s10n. : 


The Satya Mitra (62) of the 7th January has a leader, headed ‘sf The Defects 


of the Laws regarding the Parsis which were produced after Fifteen Years gr eat 
_ “Labour by Large Brains, No. 6,” in which another defect of the Parsi Matrimonial 
and Divorce Act is pointed out by the writer. He says that sections 4th and 


' 5th of this Act ordain that no P&4rsi male or female should contract a second ~ 


marriage during the lifetime of.the first wife or husband; that any of them 


s 


wishing to re-marry should first obtain from the Bombay High Court an-order 


for a legal divorce, and then an order to contract a second marriage ; and that __ 


8 


any Parsi, male or female, who infringes this law will be sentenced to imprison-— 


ment for a period extending from seven.to ten years and also to pay a fine. 
This law, observes the Satya Mitra, has produced many evils.’ fendvels of 


‘married Pérsi males and Pérsi females have been led into an immoral course 


of life. Numerous Pérsi females complain that their unfaithful husbands have 
left them and kept other women, and these unfortunate women pray’ for liberty 

. to get themselves re-married. On the other hand, there are equally numerous 
' Pérsi.males who complain that their unfaithful wives have deserted them and 
‘gone after their paramours; and these unfortunate men desire to marry again. 
But the law prevents them from mending their condition. Before the law 
passed in I865 many Parsi males and females whose partners wére alive re- 


married, and the re-married couples have been gh BES a happy life. The other . 
O 


great evil produced by this law is that, when one of the parties in marriage 
suffers from insanity or some other great disease. or bodily defect, the other 
| party is foreed to lead a miserable single life.or toimmorality. The prohibition 
also 
religious point of view also the law is hard. When the partners of such inca- 
_ paciated persons die without issue, they commit a great sin according to the 
Parsi religion. The Satya Mitra implies that such deceased persons will find a 
difficulty in crossing the bridge of “ Chinwad.”” In conclusion, the Pérsi com- 
munity is-exhorted to get at the earliest opportunity the defects of this law 
cured, by adopting due measures. oe Pah, ae 


The Famine in the Deccan. 


The Shubha Suchak (14) of the 5th January, but received on the 7th, in an 
article, headed‘ The Account of the Famine and Government,” observes that 
a steady increase in the numbers. of the work-people at the Government relief- 


eads to the prqduction of weak, or sickly, or insane progeny. Froma | 


works, is a very natural phenomenon, and can be accounted for very easily, As 


_ the information of Government opening relief-works for the benefit of the dis- 


tressed ryots gradually spread among the sufferers, they have naturally flocked 
to them to obtain a livelihood, instead of seeking it by begging or such other 
precarious means. Instead of recognizing this very plain cause, the Suchak is 
surprized to see, Government attributes the above increase to some imaginary 
causes, such as plentiful wages, or lax supervision, or lightness of labour at its 
relief-works. ‘I'he Suchak, like the Native Opinion (2), suspects that the prospect 
_ of a large expenditure as the season advances, which Government will have to 
incur in maintaining the increasing number of the work-people, frightens it, 
and makes it entertain these*groundless thoughts. The’ wise course of non- 
interference with. private enterprize adopted by Government, has filled the 
afflicted districts with an enormous quantity of corn, and the fears of the distress- 


ed have been removed to a considerable extent. This increased supply, 


however, is of no avail to those who have no money to buy it with. It is not 


likely the ryots who are able to support themselves would leave their homes, . 


eir cattle and their farms, and would flock to work as common coolies at the 


relief-works for such paltry wages as are given at these works. Nothing short 


of utter poverty can induce them to resort to such work,—a: poverty which is 
the direct result, it must be said, of the revenue policy of Government itself, 
Government therefore is bound to support the distressed peasantry during the 
crisis, without minding the cost: of such an undertaking. The Suchak cannot 


to the State treasury, has endeared itself to the people. . The writer does not 
wish Government to feed idle people ; but those who are willing to make a fair 
return in bodily labour for the wages obtained, should never be refus 


ment till the crisis is over, no matter how their numbers may increase, 


‘pe ploy- 


believe that Government values money more, than the lives of its tenants. -In| ly 
the recent Bengal famine the Government of*India has openly recognized the Ne 


above noble principle, and, by carrying it out:in practice at. an enormous cost | 


| 


\, 
| 
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- A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (20) of Kalddgi of the 7th January, writ- 
ing from Somiual, in the Sindgi Taluka, observes that the distress prevaili 
in this part of the country has sent away many people in search of food. The 
‘remaining ones being maddened with hufger, resort to crimes, and, therefore, 
the somewhat better-to-do classes are filled with great anxiety regarding the 
security of what they have. Here the writer refers to some recent cases of 
highway robbery. In the meantime the work of cleaning the Sindgi Talaw 
was started, and it gave employment to about 600 people. This pacified them 
to some extent. But about a week ago the work was suspended in,consequence 
of the budget grant being over. This stoppage of the work has revived the 
fears of the le of Sindgi, where pauperism has increased to an 4 
extent. Mr. Hogg, the District Magistrate, is requested to get an addition 
grant for the Sindge Taldw, and to recommence it soon. A road is being con- 
structed between Sholdpur and Bellary, but the = do not go to this work, 
because many of them have parents too old and children too young to accom- 
pany them. They have other difficulties besides which prevent them from 
going far from their homes.. The work of digging a talaw at Almel has been 
commenced under the supervision of the Mémlatdar of the Sindgi Taluka. About 
1,400 people areemployed on this work. There were many more seeking em- 
spr ee at this work, but there was no room for their admission; and, there- 
ore, the poor fellows went away disappointed. How are they to support them- 
selves in these days of distress? Government should take pity on them and 
provide them with the means of earning an honest livelihood, 


Railways. 


The Jéme Jamsed (48) of the 8th January complains that, in the morning 
train which left Delhi for Bombay on the 3rd instant, several Native gentle- 
men who had purchased first class tickets could not get any first class carriages 
to sit in, and had to travel by the second class carmages of the train. There 
were several first class carriages in this train, but they were all previously 


occupied by Europeans ; and 'though in some of these carriages there was room | 


for more passengers, the Europeans would not allow the Native passengers to 
get into them, and the railway authorities did not seem to compel the: Euro- 
peans to make room for the Natives. The Jdme Jamsed admits that the railway 
company has, by the breaking up of the Delhi Assemblage, to get througha great 
deal of work ; but it is asked not to forget to give the same treatment to’ its 


European and Native passengers. The Jdéme Jamsed also complains that there 


are too many passengers in the second and third class carriages of this train, and 
the overcrowdi i was highly inconvenient to persons who had to travel a 
long distance. The company is asked to make the required arrangements to 
enable it to fulfil its engagements with the public properly on this exceptional 
occasion. ~ his ie | ie 


* Native States. 


The Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 8rd January, but received on the 8th, in a 

Jong editorial, referring to the complaints which now and then appear in th 
newspapers agains the administration of the Native State of Bhor, advises the 

young Chief thereof to bé careful ; to take a warning from the cases of Baroda and 
other Native States ; and to adopt measures to improve his administration ix 
time. Mr. Moore is also reer’ to give his attention to the administration 
of this State, and to visit 


promptly, but are doomed to drag on @ long and tedious course. = 


The Jéme Jamsed (48) of the 11th January, after giving a sh 
of the present condition of the small State of Sec P the Si 


id 


: hor once personally. The writer regrets that the 
appeals made to this officer from the decisions of the Chief, are not decided 
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that Mr. Ollivant, the First Assistant Collector of Surat, who is in charge of the 
State, on account of the minority of the young Nawab, has introd several 


improvements into it. The Jame Jamsed then asks this officer to take measures 
to make the bridge built on the creek of Udna more useful. This bridge, which 
is of wood, has cost about ten or twelve thousand i ey It is built in a hollow. 
The ground on the north side of it is very high; and if the eminence is dug out 
and a plain road made from Nawséribh4g to Dastur’s Wadi, the bridge will be 
more convenient to the public than it is at present. The Jdme Jamsed then says 
that the rule for levyi g a fine for arrears of the land assessment of this State, 
recently made by Mr. llivant, will prove very hard to the ryots when it comes 
into operation. The rule is thats fine of four annas per every rupee should 
be levied from aryot who. fails to pay the instalment of the assessment at 
the proper time. te the British districts a similar rule obtains; but in them the 
land assessment is fixed, whereas the same is not the case in the Sachin State, 
and the ryots of it have to pay a heavier assessment than what is levied in the 
British districts. The ryots of Sachin are about toypetition Mr. Pratt to abolish 
this rule, and if he does not think right to do so, to lower and fix the rate of 
assessment of their lands. -- ) 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, _ : 
Poona, 16th January 1877. 
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collected under different, h heads, which are printed in n italics. 


6 are ‘ates ir italics, and the Leona of the newspaper i in the list at the 
in brackets after the name, '.-» *: 


3 


The Public Administration. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 14th January expresses satisfaction at the 
recent establishment of the Native Press Association, and at the very generous 
and encouraging terms in which His Excellency the Viceroy was: pleased to 
receive the address presented to him by the above Association at Delhi. 


A correspondent of the Dayan Prakdsh (3) of the 15th January pities the 
condition of the lower subordinates of the Customs Department. The duties of 
these poor fellows, though very arduous and onerous, are very inadequately re- 
munerated. Their present salaries are very low, ranging from five to ten 
rupees a month. The present exorbitant prices of provisions aggravate their 
distress. Government is said to be contemplating revising tha scale of their 
salaries; but it is hard to say when they will get this boon. The authorities 


concerned are earnestly requested to give speedy attention to their hard case, 
and afford them relief. i 


The Arunedaya (7) of the 14th January opens with a leader, ‘‘.The New 
‘Title and India,” in which the writer regrets that the recent tamdshé4 at Delhi, 
for which such grand and great preparations were made, has passed off, but 
India has received no substantial benefit whatever. High sounding but empty 
titles, medals and banners, have been liberally. bestowed. - Certificates of honour 
have been given by hundreds or‘by thousands. But this is all empty. bustle. 
It.can do no good to any body.. What good can a title do to a man who has 
no means to support it ? It éan bring no food into his plate, if he is hungry. If 
he be in want, he must forget his big title and submit to any work he can get 
to earn a livelihood. Out sovereign has assumed a grander title, and’ we, as 
loyal and dutiful subjects, congratulated her and made public rejoicings to 
celebrate the event. We have done our duty. But we may be permitted to 
ask most humbly and respectfully, What has our gracious sovereign done for 


us on this auspicious occasion? Has anything been done to curb the insolence | 


and high-handedness of the ruling race towards the subject races? . Have any 
measures been adopted to enable the Natives to regain their former commercial 
prosperity P Has Government abolished invidious race ‘distinctions, and recog: 
nised-equality between the European and the Native: subjects? Many more 
questions of a similar nature ‘may be asked; and they all can be answered only 
in the negative. We know we will be told that the good Empress has been 
gracious enough to confirm her old assurances given to us in 1858 in her great 
Proclamation, and we must look upon this confirmation and renewal as a great 
boon. The Arunodaya reserves its remarks on this point to some future issue. 


The Shubha Suchak (14) of 22nd January, but received on the 14th, opens with 


a leader headed ‘* The Salt Act, the Increase of tte Revenue, and the Privations - 


of the Ryots.” Salt is reported to have yielded this year 15,00,000 rupees more 
than the last year,—that is the revenue of this year has dmounted to upwards of 


a kror of rupees. The result has made the framers of the new Salt Act-jubilant . 


over their handiwork ; and Government must be thinking how to reward them 
for producing this happy scheme. But, had the authorities published along 
with this bright side of the picture, the great privations and misery. which the 
stringent Act has inflicted on the poor ryots, and the great pecuniary losses 


> 


which it*has occasioned to the several owners of the salt-pans which have been’ 
abolished under its provisions, then the public would have béen able to see at 


what sacrifice the above boasted result has been accomplished. . Salt is an article 
which can be had in this’ country in any quantities, with little labour and ex- 


health difficult of access to its pdor* subjects. 
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much-decried prohibition by the authorities of the use of saltish earth by the 
fishermen of the Konkan in salting their fish, and to the rigorous mode in which 
this prohibition is enforced, and Gondemns Government once more for its 


inhumanity and inattention to the welfaré of the ryots, evinced in its treat- - 


mént of this article of universal consumption, The writer also alludes to the 
cry of the Native Press, that this exorbitant duty on salt has encouraged the 
import trade of salt, and suspects that one of the objects of the English author- 
ities in maintaining and enhancing this odious salt tax, is to enable their own 


countsymen to import English salt into this country and to enrich them at the 
cost of the Natives. 


The Dharwar Writt (25) of the 11th January, but received on the 14th, in 
common with other vernacular papers, laments that the great proclamation 
ceremony at Delhi, which, it was sanguinely hoped, would bring several im- 


ap concessions to the Native subjects of Her Gracious Imperial Majesty, — 


as come and gone without realizing any of those hopes, and that the Native 
public feels a very great and severe disappointment. It was expected that on 
this memorable and auspicious occasion the higher posts in the administration 
would be made more generally accessible to the Natfves ; that some important 
political prisoners would be set at liberty ; and that grants of lands would be 
made to some of those Chiefs whose territories have been resumed in former 
days with admitted injustice. But nothing of the kind has been done. The 
claims of the Natives to higher posts in the administration of their country have 
been, no doubt, openly and freely admitted ; but they have been told to qualify 
themselves better for these situations, implying thereby that they are not so 
— as yet. The Dharwar Writt disputes the truth of this implication. 
his systematic exclusion of the Natives produces grave evil effects. It renders 

_ the Europeans insolent, and the Natives Nieboubinded.: Had Government been 
as liberal in giving substantial boons to the Native subjects, as it has been in 


- bestowing empty titles and honours, it would have added immeasurably to its 
popularity and strength, . - — | 


A correspondent of the Mdlwan Samdchdr (35) of the 15th January states 
that the town of Shirwada, in the Mdlwan Taluka, is a place of considerable 
trade in salt, cloth and other articles. But there is no made-road to the place. 
The natural route by which men and beasts are compelled to travel is full of 
sand, and is exceedingly troublesome to be used, especially in the hot season, 
when the unfortunate travellers and their beasts are obliged to wade through 
burning sand knee-deep. The Mdmlatdér of the taluka ought to know this and 

e measures to remove this reasonable complaint of the people. But, unfor- 
tunately, he seems to know nothing of this grievance. The higher authorities 
ore xequagiad to give their attention to this matter, and to remove the com- 
plaint. | 


The Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 11th January, but received on 
the 14th, gives another instance of the great nepotism practised by Mr: Ganesh, 
the Sheristedar of Captain Scott, the Assistant Political Agent in Kattywar. It 
says that Bai Kesobé is the half-sharer of the alienated village of Ganod. She 
had Kothdri Mulchand Dewchand as her kdrbhdri or agent. He was not con- 
venient to Mr. Ganesh, who had an order issued that Bdéi Kesobé should have 
another karbhdri, and sanctioned the appointment of a new man in place of 
Kothéri Mulchand, when he found that his comrade Bhagwdnji’s name came 
forward. Bai Kesobd, finding that her honest kdrbhéri, Mulchand, was abo t 
to be removed, remonstrated against this high-handedness; but Colonel Ande 
son, the late Political Agent, decided that there was no objection to the Bai 
aa Mulchand in her private service. Mulchand is, since then her privat 
pre Nay y, Mulchand served him with a notice to do so. On this pro- 
ceeding of Mulchand coming to the notice, it is implied, of Mr. Ganésh, Hie got 
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Rawabhd4, who has not yet been declared a sharer, to give a petition to Captain 
Scott, who has issued an order to dismiss Mulchand from even the B4i’s private 
service.. By the removal of this private kiérbh4ri, Bhagwanji finds it very con- 
venient to plunder and enrich himself. q | 


The Bombay Samdchdr (42). of the 18th January opens with a leader, 
headed ‘The Injury done to the Grain intended for the Famine-stricken 
Districts.” It observes that for some time past the military authorities have 
been testing the capacity of the Indian railways to be of use in time of war, 
and have published accounts giving good hopes of the abilities of these expe- 
ditious means of conveyance. But the appearance made by the G. I. P. and 
the East India railways,—the two great railway lines of this country,—at a 
time when the famine in the Southern India is in its commencement, seems to 
break down those hopes. These railways have been found unable to carry to 
the famine districts the large quantites of grain, intended for those districts 
which have been lying at the different stations of the lines, for-want of car-. 
riages. And the telegram of the 16th instant from Allahabad says, that the 
recent fall of rain in Bon al and the neighbouring provinces has damaged the 
grain of the value of one kror of rupees which was lying at the railway stations. 
This damage must be pronounced to be very serious, as it has occurred at a 
time when the people of the famine districts are so sorely in» need of corn, as 
to be compelled to desert or sell their children even for a little corn to maintain 
themselves, and the Government and the charitable public are striving hard to 
relieve that distress of the unfortunate people. ‘The sad catastrophe is certain 
to produce many evils. It will create a greater scarcity of corn in the famine- 
stricken districts than has hitherto been prevailing there. It will send the 
damaged grain into the famine provinces, and its use will give rise to some 
epidemic, and increase mortality. Hence it behoves Government to pay parti- 
cular attention to make the railway lines increase their earrying capacity, in 
order to avoid similar evils in future. | | 


The Jame Jamsed (43) of the 16th January repeats the old and very fre- 
quently made complaint of the Native Press, that in the mofussil Government 
officers exact foreed Jabour from cartmen, &c. This complaint has so many times 
appeared in these summaries, that it does not seem necessary to notice more 
fully the one now made by the Jdéme Jamsed. | 


The Rést Goftér (45) of the 14th January, in giving a few facts out of the 

Salt Revenue Department for the year 1875-76, shewing that in this year there 
has been an increase of 15,30,000 rupees over and above the income of 1874-75, 
and attributing this increase to the new arrangements made by the Salt Depart- 
ment and their succéssfully putting down great smuggling which was previously 
- going on, observes that though 1875-76 is the first year after the passing of the 
Act increasing the duty on salt and the poor people have suffered from it consi-- 
derably, yet Government does not speak in the above report about the sufferings 
nye people, and only expresses great happiness at the profit it has derived 
rom this Act. os | a 


| The Yajdin Parast (47) of the 14th January gratefully acknowledges that 
the wise poner of Sir Philip Wodehouse’s Government has checked the exten- 
_ Sive famine which has been prevailing in this presidency, from taking a fearful 

and devastating form. The British Government has saved the lives of nume- 
rous ryots from being destroyed by starvation, by employing upwards of three 
lacs of ryots on relief-works. The British Government has already conferred 
many blessings on this country ; but the one which it lias bestowed by saving 


numerous lives from a devastating famine, will ever remain in the gratefu 
memory of the Natives of India. vedfiels 


The same, in another place, notices the explanation given by the Honor- 
able Mr. Gibbs, at the last annual distribution of prizes to the successful students Be 
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of the Grant Medical College, which took place on Wednesday last, in 

to the abolition of the Gujardti Medical Class in the College after the expiry of 
the year 1878.. The Parast considers the explanation given by the honour- 
able gentleman wise and proper. But it observes that if the Gujarati language 
is not so good a medium to convey European medical knowledge, the same 
must be said of Mardthi also; and the writer sees no reason why Government 
has observed silence in regard to the Mardthi class in the college. If the Guja- 
rati class is to be abolished, the Mar4thi ought also to meet the same fate. 


The same considers the decision of the educational authorities, to admit 
from and after 1878 into the Grant. Medical College, such students yA as shall 
have passed their Matriculation Examination in any of the classical ang uages 
recognized by the University of Bombay, as an unnecessary and unjust hin- 
drance in the way of students wishing to study medical science in the College. 
It says that the study of any of the classical languages is, by no means, advan- 
tageous to the study of medicine ; and to insist upon a knowledge of any of 
‘those languages is anything but right. It isto be regretted that the Honour- 
able Mr. Gibbs supported at the last annual distribution of the prizes to the 
successful students of the Grant Medical College the above decision of the 
educational guthorities; but the Vice-Chancellor has not given any grounds for 
his opinion. The rule insisting upon a knowledge of any of the classical lan- 
guages is simply a worthless hindrance. | 


~The A’rya Mitra (48) of the 14th January, like some of its Native contem- 


poraries, after asserting and rejoicing over the fact that India has most willingly | 


and loyally presented her sovereign the Imperial title, which Her Most 
Gracious Majesty desired to assume in connection with this country, observes 
that India has thus discharged her sacred duty towards England, but the latter 


has failed to appreciate and make a due return for this willing and hearty 


loyalty of India. The people of India sanguinely expected that, on the occasion 
of | the Imperial Proclamation in this country, India would obtain the valuable 
right of representation in the British Parliament; that one of the heavy taxes 
imposed on her would be abolislied ; that the covenanted, civil, and military 
services.of the country would be thrown open to her sons; that the Native 
casing would get more liberty; that the Berars would be restored to the 

izam ; and that one of the royal princes would be put on the Indian throne and 
the country blessed with the presence of royalty. The Mitra highly deplores that 
England has not performed any of the above enumerated gracious acts, and has, 
thereby, shewn a want of proper appreciation of the great love and loyalty of In- 
dia towards herself. Though England has unwisely allowed the unusual and 
most opportune occasion of the Imperial Proclamation to pass by, without making 
a due use of it, the Mitra hopes she will take the earliest opportunity to retrieve 
her character and make due returns to her loyal Indian subjects. 


The Famine in the Deccan. 


The Kalpataru (16) of the 14th January wonders what Sir Richard Temple 
and party could have seen of the famine in the Shol4pur District, by seeing 
very little of the town of Shold4pur and nothing at all of the district itself. The 


party drove in the morning to the place where bread is distributed to the — 
pauper children ; thence to the Municipal office ; and after remaining there for 


a short time went to the (Collector’s y bungalow. At night of the same day 
the party left Sholépur for Madras. Had our future Governor gone into the 
district. and seen how many villages have been deserted and become tenantless, 
he would have formed some idea of the great calamity which has befallen the 
country, Our good Collector must have, no doubt, given him much it 
' tion regarding the actual’ state of the district; and it is to be seen what 


repor 


the Special Famine Commissioner makes on the subject to the Government of 


India. * rece 
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The same, under the head “ Shol4pur,” notices the great scarcity of water 


from which.that town is pesnag. at present. The writer says that the time 
has come when the people may di 

poor person did actually die near the Tuljaépur Gate on the 6th instant from 
thirst. The deceased came to Sholdpur in a famished condition. He was quite 
exhausted from want of nourishment. The Secretary of the Relief Committee 
of Sholépur, hearing of his condition, sent him milk to drink and bread to eat. 
He also gave him some more bread for the night.. The man ate-bread at night, 
but could get no water. Being himself too weak to move far from his resting 


= to obtain water, he is said to have died of thirst. “The inhabitants of the 


angalwar Peth suffer exceedingly from the scarcity of water. 
Municipalities. 


The Kalpataru (16) of the 14th January states that the road from the 
Degaon Gate to the railway station is encumbered with stones in several places ; 
aad hie causes much injury to the horses using that road at night. The stones. 
should be removed. The writer also complains of much dust on the roads, and 
asks the apap: 2 to, remove it. He also states that the well near the Jod- 
baéwi Peth to which women and ehildren resort to get water, has one of its sides 
in a ruinous condition, and a fatal accident may perhaps ‘oceur there. The 
attention of the municipal authorities is drawn to this matter. 


Railways. 


The Rdst Goftdr (45) of the 14th Jannary — a brief summary of the 
pamphlet, issued by Mr. Nawroji Pestanji of Ahmedabad, pointing out the diverse 
advantages of laying down a railway line from Ahmedabad to Ajmere by wa 

of Palanpur, and recommends Sir T. Maédhawrdw to build a line from A shad. 


abad to Pdlanpur through the Gdikwari State. The proposed State line will pass © 


through six mahdals of the Gdikwd4ri R4j—a tract of country very fertile and pro- 
ducing opium, oil-seeds, rice and other rich produce in abundance. The line 


will be conducive to the encouragement of trade and highly advantageous to 
theState. : 


Native States. 


The Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 18th January contains a. com- 
- munication, the writer of which states that the annual reyenue of the State of 
Gondal is ten lacs of rupees, and there are many Grassids in it, between whom 
and the State disputes arise very equenae. A Wakil who is a respectable 


person and possesses experience and information, can alone secure the interests ° 


of the State properly. Such was the person who held the Wakildt before the 
appointment of the present incumbent. But there arose discord between him 
and Mr. Deputy Dajibhai, and the fatter had him dismissed; had the present 
incumbent, who does not hold a sanad, appointed in his place as acting, and 
secured the whole power in his own hands. Mr. Déjibhdéi has also obtained an 
order for confirmation and for an increase of salary from rupees fifty to one 
hundred of the present incumbent, from the Assistant Political Agent in charge 
of the Gondal State. There was a charge against the present W: 

received & bribe of rupees five thousand while employed in the Sarsai (survey ? 


‘Department. There was proof in this case ; but it was ignored and the matter 


was compromised. The present incumbent’s salary has been increased in spite 
of the orders of the late Assistant Political Agent not to give him any increase. 


This is the way the money of the Gondal State is wasted. The writer requests : 


the attention of Mr. Peile to this matter. 


: : 


e here from want of water. It is said that a. 


Vakil- of Davies 


~ 


8 ' ' 
. The Rést Goftér od a the 14th January observes that it has read many 
etitions made to Mr. Peile against the Thakor of Péliténa, and advises the 
hékor to take measures to endear himself to his subjects. A boy aged eight 
years complains that he does not know whether the Thdkor has imprisoned 
somewhere or: killed his paternal grandfather, Dewkarsahn Jeshankar ; that his 


father has been imprisoned for the last five years and made to do hard «labour ; 
that on the Thakor having confiscated his father’s property, the boy. went to 


reside with his paternal aunt, but the Thékor banished her from his territories ; . 


and that his-mother has been compelled to give bail'that she would not. leave 
Péliténa nor make a complaint against the Thékor. Another petition is: from 
this: boy’s paternal uncle’s wife who is aged 16 years. ‘She says that. the 


Thakor has put her husband into prison without cause.. He has been in prison’ 
doing hard labour for the last five years. Both these petitioners say. that, on... 


account of the imprisonment of their guardians they have nobody to maintain 
them. They prayed Mr. Peile to enquire into the grounds of the imprison- 
ment of their guardians’ but they have received a reply from him that he 
could do nothing in their case. The Political Agent seems to mean by this 


re that the petitioners should directly apply to the Thakor himself. But the - 
following case of Ishwar Juth4, a Brahmin, shews that when the petitioners fail 


to obtain justice from the Thdkor they apply to the Political Agent for help. 
Ishwar says that the Thékor has banished him, his. maternal uncle and the 
latter’s family from the town of Pélitana, and has confiscated his (Ishwar’s) pro- 
perty. Ishwar petitioned to Captain Russel, who referred him to the Thakor. 
Ishwar went accordingly to the Thakor, but he was driven away. He again 
= gm to Mr. Russel, who has not given him any reply. He then applied to 

r. Watson, who referred him to the Thékor. The a named this time not 
only has driven him away from his doors, but has demolished his house and 
given the spot to some Se cedans to reside on. Ishwar brought his whole 
case to the notice of Mr. Peile in November last; but he had the misfortune to 


receive a reply that the Political Agent could do nothing inhiscase. The 


Rédst Goftdr hereupon asks that, ifthe petitioners cannot get justice from the 
Théakor, as they say, and if the British Government will not interfere in. their 
cases, to whom are they to apply for redress? — 


The Samsher Bdhédur (51) of the* 12th J anuary, but received on the 14th, 


_ states that the Thakor of Pélitdua is nothing less than a puppet, and has been 
so all along, in the hands of his Mahomedan advisers, who have been ever prone 


to insult. Hindu idols. The Thdkor, acting under the. advice of such persons, 
has already incurred the ay eh eat of the paramount British Government for 
his wrong acts towards the Shrdwak community, one or two of which acts are 


mentioned here by the Samsher; but as they have been on several occasions 


before this noticed in these summaries, no further notice of them.seems necessary - 


To improve the tyrannical government of the Thakor, continues the Samsher, 


Government has a4 tyme Mr. Shdmraw as a Karbhéri. But the evil counsel- 
lors of the Thakor do not care for him ; and, it is said, that they commit wrong 


acts even in the presence of the new Karbhdri. During the last Christmas , 


holidays Mr. Hunter, the Assistant Political Agent, accompanied by some 
Kuropean gentlemen, went to Péliténa, in connection with the Imperial Pro- 


clamation which was to be read in that town. On that occasion Mr. Sh4mraw,) 
a Musalman Kérbhéri of the Thdékor and some European gentlemen visited the 
. Miesloan Karbhéri touched 

_ the idol, in spite of the remonstrances of the servants of the Shr4waks who were | 
onthe spot. On the occurrence of this sacrilegious act, the servants went to’ 
complain of it to the Assistant Political Agent who was then in Péliténa; but | 
the servants of the Thékor tried to prevent them from seeing that officer. Dut |. 
Mr. Hunter heard of the clamour,.and becoming aware of the cause of it, im- | 
mediately left the bungalow of the Thdkor, removed to his own tent, and gave | 


,& hearing to ‘the petitioners. On learring their grievance, the Assistant Political | 


temples on the sacred hill of Péliténa ; and then the 
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Agent sent an order to the Thékor to send out of his State the self-willed officers 


of his administration. It remains to be seen what effect this order will have. 
The Shréwaks of Ahmedabad are very sorry to hear of this zulum, and: intend 
to petition Government about this sacrilegious act. The Samsher then states 
that there is a report that the servants of the Thdkor exercise tyranny, forcibly 


remove documentary evidence, and commit similar improper acts, in -order to. 
deprive his subjects of their old rights; and asks the new Karbhéri to enquire 
into this matter. The attention of Mr. Shamrdw and of Government is also 
requested to the above-mentioned matters. | 


. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Derector of Public Instruction, . 
dona, 23rd January 1877. 
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The Public Administration. vi 


‘The Native Opinion (2) of the 21st January, in an article, headed *‘ Delhi 
Darbar,” expresses (what it thinks to be) the opinion of the intelligent Native 
ublic. The,.late grand affair has possibly answered all-the expectations of the 
inglish people ; but the same cannot be said of the Native subjects of Her Im- 
erial Majesty. Nor can it be said that it has added much to the credit of the 
English people, as a generous and liberty-loving nation. This time the Natives 
have sustained even a greater disappointment than they did in 1858, when Her 
Majesty assumed the direct government of this country. In the proclamation 
of 1858 the Native Princes were expressly and solemnly assured of their rights 
and liberties, secared to them by the treaties between themselves and the Eng- 
lish Government. But, by the assumption of the new title by the Queen, these 
Princes have lost their ancient, though nominal, independence and equality 
with the British Government, and have been reduced to formal vassalage. The 
Native Princes are not unaware of this degradation of theirs.. They silently sub- 
mit to it, as the result of unavoidable circumstances. The British Government 
for very many years virtually exercised the powers of a paramount authority ; 
and on the first of January of this year it gave only a formal expression to this 
everywhere tacitly recognized political fact. Nobody cau or does grumble. at 
this change. The peopie only wished that, as the English are a wise, just and 
generous nation, they would act towards them more liberally, and would make 
some concessions to the Native. Princes, in compensation for the loss of their old 
status. But they are sorry to: find themselves disappointed. The salutes to 
some of the Native Princes and Chiefs have been increased; but those to Her 
Majesty’s flag and to the Viceroy have been so greatly increased, as to render 
the difference immensely great. Formerly the difference between the salutes to 
the Viceroy and to royalty itself and to the Native Princes was very moderate ; 
and the salutes to some few Princes, such as the Nizam and the Gdikwdar, were 
even equal to those of the. Viceroy. But all this is vastly changed. The great- 
est number now accorded to a Native Prince is 21 ; while that sanctioned to the 
Viceroy is inereased from 21 to 31, and the royal salute has been augmented to 
101. Some Native Princes have been honoured with generalships of the British 
army, and some more have been made Councillors ofthe Empress. But all these 
are merely empty distinctions. The honorary generals will never be entrusted 
with any real field service; nor will the councillors be ever called to take a 
part in the real deliberations of the empire. This is the view, not of a Native 


journal only, but even of some of the experienced English political writers, 
observes the Native Opinion. | } 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 22nd January, writing 
from Mdlwan, reports a case of daring piracy recently committed near Ratné- 
girl. A fatemdri or a country-boat, belonging to one Yesu Ragh Gédbit, an 
inhabitant of Munaga, a village in the M4lwan Taluka, took on board a cargo 
of paddy at Bombay, and left that port for Maldbér. The boat had also some 
passengers on board bound to the port of Achara, The fatemdri met at about 12. 


at night of the Ist January, Monday, near the fort of Purnagarh a bateléd (a 
country-boat) which had on board of it some Arabs and Shidis. About twenty | 
five of these Arabs and Shidis left their boat and entered that of Yesu Raghu. | 
They were armed with swords, spears and large knives. The pirates took down 


the sails and made the fateméri stop. They then plundered the passengers and 
the sailors of their clothes and whatever other valuables they had., The captain 
of the fateméri tried to raise an alarm ; but the pirates put a sword on his neck 
and threatened to kill him, if he raised any cry. All the passengers were terri- 
fied and dared not offer any resistance. The pirates took away a booty worth 
about 250 rupees. They could not take paddy ; because to remove the! D 
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not afford to spend safely. The pirate boat came from the Maldbdr side, and 
was going upwards. In former times piracy was a very common occurrence. 
But since the strong British Government came into power it has become almost 
unknown 1n this country. The above case, therefore, creates a great wonder 
and also alarm among the people. The attention of Government and of the 
authorities concerned is very forcibly drawn to this daring case. _ 


The Nydya Sindhu (18) of the 22nd January complains that the Judge of . 


the Court of Small Causes at Ahmednagar causes hinderance to the smooth 
working of the popular Lawéd or Arbitration Court of that town. When the 
awards french hic the latter Court are taken to this Judge for being regis- 
tered, he insists on the vexatious course of summoning the Lawaéds or arbitrators 
as witnesses. ‘The writer in the Nydya Sindhu shows the vexatious character 
and unnecessariness of this course. When a party obtaining an award from an 
Arbitration Court goes to a Judge to get it registered, the duty of the latter is 
to issue @summons to the party against whom the award is made, to appear 
before him and show cause, if there be any, why the award should not be 
registered ; and, if that party does not ‘appear, to satisfy himself: that the sum- 
mons was served properly ; and, if the opposite party fails to appear in spite of 
the proper service of summons on him, to register the award at once, without 
any further trouble. This isthe course which the law prescribes. Government 
seems to attach very great importance to arbitrations. It has given them power to 
decide suits of any value and regarding any description of property. It has 
made their decisions unappealable. This shows an unlimited confidence on the 
part of Government in the arbitration awards. It does not, therefore, become 
the officers of Government to treat differently these popular tribunals and show 
want of respect and common courtesy to the respectable people who serve the 
public, without any remuneration, by arbitrating and deciding their disputes 
without any expense, by refusing them a seat and by making them give their 
evidence standing. The Small Cause Court Judge is advised not to persist in 
the objectionable course he has adopted ; and if he has any real doubts about the 
matter, to get them cleared by referring them to his superiors. The annoyed 
public is also advised to move the sy authorities to prohibit the vexatious 
practice of the Small Cause Court Judge referred to above. 


The Guzerat Mitra (39) of the 21st January, in an article, headed “ Fre- 

uent Losses sustained by the Vessels sailing through the River of the Paérdi Ban- 
pe from the Carelessness of the Officers of the Customs Department—A Fresh 
Instance,” observes that the wise British Government seeks, as one of its duties, 
to encourage commerce and to give every facility for its promotion and increase. 
It has made several arrangements and rules to bring about the above excellent 
object. But its officers do not pay as much attention as they ought to this 
object of Government. The consequence is that the ryots suffer from the care- 
lessness of these officials, and Government is blamed by the people for the injury 
they sustain. The ryots do not understand that their rights are secured to them 
by laws; and, therefore, do not adopt the necessary legal steps to compel the 
careless officials to compensate them for the injuries caused by their negligence. 
These ryots look upon the officials as the real Government itself; and, conse- 

quently, put up with their faults. After these remarks the Guzerat Mitra pro- 
_ ceeds to notice the real subject of the leader under notice, It says that an iron 
bridge was constructed over the river of the Paérdi Bandar by the B. B. and C. I. 
Railway Company. This bridge was washed away by the floods about five years 
ago. The bulky materials of the fallen bridge are allowed to remain in the 
river moving about here and there and rendering the navigation of that river 
difficult and dangerous. to the country vessels. There is an English officer, 
called an Assistant Collector of Salt Revenue, in charge of this district. He has 
under him a numerous body of inspectors, whose du i: is to inspect and keep 
in a proper condition the water-line of the district. The writer wonders what 


y 


these inspectors inspect, and how they perform their duty, if they have not been 
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. able to discover, in the course of the last five years, the obstruction and dan- 


gerous state of the water-road mentioned above, and to call on the railway 


authorities to remove the materials of the fallen bridge and to clear the l. 
Not even have the common signals been placed on the dangerous spots in the 
river, for warning the boats to avoid) those spots. The writer is exceedingly 
astonished at this continued carelessness and negligence of the Customs authori- 


ties. ‘The poor Native boatmen frequently suffer more or less from the above - 


obstruction, but put up with the nuisance silently. On the 15th of the last month, 
however, a vessel belonging to some traders of Balsér, after taking a cargo of 
Mahuda or coer tegen f started from Bombay, and in sailing on the river of 
the Pardi Bandar struck against a large piece of the late fallen bridge. The 
vessel was filled with water, and the cargo on board was spoiled. The owners 
of the damaged cargo have written to the Customs authorities of the district 
_asking for compensation for the damage done to their property owing to the 
bad condition of the road, to keep which in a proper condition is the duty of 
these Customs authorities. The Guzerat Mitra waits to see the resylt of the 


case. It refers, in conclusion, to the civil case of Mr. Spiers versus the Poona _ 


' Municipality, lately decided in the Poona District Court in favour of the plain- 
tiff, and observes that both these cases are similar. — 


The Bombay Samdchér (42) of the 20th January, but received on the 22nd, 
states that there was a report that the Mardthi and the Gujarati classes in the 
Grant Medical College were to be shortly abolished. This report created much 
surprise and regret, as it is well-known that the Native medical science has fallen 
into. disrepute and considerable disuse ; that the European medical science 
is slowly taking its place; that, considering the population of this country, the 
a ui a of the practitioners of Europe medicine is very small ; that the fees 
of the few doctors of the Europe medicine are heavy to the generality of the 
people, and the poor people cannot afford to pay them and take advantage of 
the improved medical science of Europe ; that the people of the Mofussil consi- 
derably feel the want of practitioners of European medicine among them, who 
will be satisfied with such small fees as are within the power of those people to 
pay ; and that it is highly desirable to supply this want of the Mofussil by giving 
to a large number of students possessing a small knowledge of English, but a 
good knowledge of their own vernaculars, an education in the European medi 
science in their own vernaculars. To supply these urgent wants of the Mofussil 
of Bombay, the Marathi and the Gujardti classes have been opened in the Grant 
Medical College; and the public was very glad to see them being worked. 
There however appeared the report of their being soon closed, and it threw the 
public into tregret and dismay. While such was the state of the public 
mind, the last report of the Grant Medical College, recently published, has 
announced that for the present the Gujardti class will be abolished after two 
rset This announcement leaves very little hope of the Marathi class being 
ong continued. It has been shewn above how highly desirable it is that these 
classes should continue. Even supposing the Mardthi class will not be closed, 
the abolition of the Gujaréti class resolved upon, will materially affect the inte- 


rests of the Gujardti-speaking population, which forms no small portion of the | 


population of this presidency. It will prevent cheap practitioners of European 
medicine becoming sufficiently numerous among the population of Guzerat, 
and will seriously hinder the knowledge of European att 

the Gujardti-speaking 1 dara ,. for which it is almost impracticable to obtain 
it through the medium of any other vernacular. The hér, in conclusion, 
prays the Bombay Government to reconsider its resolution to! abolish this 
useful class, and to continue it for the benefit of the Gujardtis. It thinks that 
justly ware | Government can find no plea for abolishing ‘it other than that of 
economy ; and itis of opinion that economy in such an important matter is 
_most ve = est re hago - other wa pt effecting economy in the 
expenses of the administration, an opted without seriously 
affecting the public interests. oe als ys? , 
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The same of the 28nd January riotices, with pleasure, the success the 
wise and thoughtful measures of Sir Philip Wodehouse’s Government have 
achieved in @ealing with the famine in this presidency, and heartily congra- 
tulates His Excellency on the praise he has earned on the eve of his Indian 
career from the Viceroy and from the Secretary’ of State for India. 


The Jdme Jamsed (43) of the 24th J anuary also praises Sir Philip Wode-. 


house for his wise and prompt measures in ‘successfully dealing with the famine 
in the Deccan and the Southern Mardtha Country, and congratulates His Excel- 
lency on the great ecomiums he has received for this good work from the Indian 
and the Home Governments. . : 


The Yajdén Parast 47 of the 21st Januaty states that the report of the com- 
mission appointment by.Government to enquire into the condition of the Deccan 
ryote is at last out. “This | 
are to be found the causes of the great poverty of our agricultural population. 
-The public hitherto believed that the poverty of the Deccan ryots was the re- 
sult of the grasping practice of the. hard-hearted Sdwk4érs. The report of the 
egommission, no doubt, confirms this belief; but states another additional cause of 
the sad state. That causé is the land-tax, which is so very heavy that the ryots 
cannot pay it. without the aid of the Sdwkdrs. And when these ryots resort 


to the Sawkars for that aid, the latter fleece them to their ruin. It is no won-. 


der that such a condition provokes the Deccan ryots to rise against their imme- 


diate and weaker oppressors. But these things shew that the original and true | 


cause of the riots mage by the Deccan cultivators, is Government itself. 


.- The Famine be the Deccan. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the. 21st January, in a leader, headed “ The . 


Famine,” expresses sorrow to find Government intending to adopt a different 
course of policy wtih regard to the famine, at present prevailing in the Bombay 
and the Madras Presidencies, fram the.one it pursued lately, with success, when 
a similar misfortune befel Bengal. Formerly, says the Opinion, when thousands 
of people perished from famine in Orissa, Rajputéna and the North-West Provin- 


ces, the Government used to ignore the fact that it formed-one of its duties to 


., save the people from death,by starvation, and thereby brought one of the great- 
est stains-on its rule and its Christian religion. A more merciful and generous 


course of policy was, however, followed in meeting the Bengal famine, and 


resent though a repetition of the same calamity has unhappily taken place, the 
overnment is not prepared to repeat the same liberal | humane measures, 
_ and a relapse into.its former stern and hard-hearted sentiments is greatly feared 
by the peo le. Perhaps, the criticisms which were pronounced n the some- 
what lavish and extravagant expenditure. Government incurred in, order to 
grapple with the Bengal famine, have led the authorities to use the State purse 
on the present occasion rather too sparingly. The number of men employed on 
relief-works in the Madras’ Presidency when calculated in December last 
amounted to 9 laékhs; while that in this presidency amount to 3 lakhs ; so that on 
the whole the number of sufferers may be estimated at 12 ldkhs, out of which 


large sums were expended to prevent deaths taking place from i At 


one lékh at least may fairly be taken to consist of the old and the infirm, leay- 


ing children quite out of calculation. It appears tobe the intention of Govern- 


- ment as well of its officials, to maintain on its relief-works. only such persons as 


can efficiently work ; and even these should be paid only such wages as' will enable 


them to buy half a seer of corn per day. But the work exacted from themis 


not on that account to be less than, but equal to, what they 

But this is not all. There is ‘a cry that these workmen look | 

and it is difficult,to say what more rigor the cry-is‘intended to 
d be I 


‘unhappy people. Government 2 think that the maintenance « 
young, = . d and the sickly oul Toft entirely’ to tie. chart 
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| 7 | 
ublic. This apiinn of Government is supported by some English newepe 
he writer makes a reference to the letter of a correspondent of the J 
Gazette, in which the policy is advocated and’a suggestion is made to levy a 
permanent capitation-tax on the whold sewn of the country, to enable 
overnment to maintain the poor in such acrisis. The Opinion concludes: its 
remarks by observing that the present calamity can be traced to the short-com- 


ings of the British Government and its functionaries, and it is the duty of 


Government to relieve, at all costs, the people from the.great calamity which 


pers. 
ombay * 


threatens them with starvation and death. (The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 22nd- . 


January also expresses somewhat similar views on the subject). 


The Khandesh Waibhaw (17) of the 19th January, but received on the 23rd, 
in an editorial giving a brief account of the. famine in the Deccan and the dif- 
ferent attempts made by Government and the charitable public to alleviate the 
distress of the afflicted’ districts, observes that the Government of Sir Philip 


Wodghouse ‘has acted very thoughtfully and promptly on this grave occasion, 
and has rightly earned the praises recently bestowed on it by the Government 


of India and by the Acting Secretary of State for India for its wise manage- 
ment. The Watbhaw only hopes that the Bombay Government will continue 
this humane work as thoughtfully and liberally as it has done it hitherto; and 
it also hopes that the Bombay Government will strengthen its great obligation 
on the afilicted districts by remitting a portion of the land assessment to: the 
wretched cultivators of those districts. The newly-created Indian empire 


should confer,at least one real and substantial boon by granting this reasonable — 


prayer. : 


The same in another article, headed “ An Atrocious Act committed to pay 
the Land Assessment !!!,” observes that the failure of crops in the district (Khan- 
desh) led the ryots to pray the revenue authorities to grant them remissions 
this year, and on the occasion when a public meeting of the people was convened. 
at Dhulia for raising a subscription for the distressed people this question of 
remission was raised and Mr. Ashburner, the Revenue Commissioner, N. D., gave 
_ to the people that their prayer in the above matter would receive a favour- 
able consideration. Soon after this circular orders were issued to the taluka 
authorities to levy the first instalment of the assessment. The ryots, in’ the 
hope that the second instalment would be remitted,.paid the first one without 
. any murmur, onde they could do so with the greatest difffeulty. When the 

time for the second instalment came, however, they found their hopes to be de- 
lusive. The authorities have commenced to use very great rigor in its realiza- 
tion. The poor-ryots are unable to meet this demand, and the following case is 
said to be the result of the great pressure used by the revenue authorities to get 
money from those who have none to pay. At Shirpur a man has murdered the 
child of his brother for the paltry ornaments worth about two rupees which were 


on. the person of the child murdered, and he committed this horrible act; as he , 


is said to have stated in the segsions court, in order to pay the assessment of his 
land! The Session Judge is said to have attributed the crime to the pressure 
for revenue exercised on the unhappy convict., Our readers will form their 
own idea regarding the veracity and justice of the anthorities, who seem un- 


willing to give much attention to this sort of matter as it inyolves a loss tothe | 


: 


State treasury. Had it been a matter of gain, they would have shewn the | 


greatest promptitude in disposing of it, sarcastically observes the writer. 


_| The A’ryé Warta (86) of the 20th January, but received on the 23rd, in a 


long article, complains of the insufficient wages given at the famine relief-works. 
The wages are not sufficient to purchase corn enough to feed the labourer him- 
self, much less can they be sufficient. to enable: him to support his parents or. 
children, too old or too young to earn anything for their own maintenance.’ 
Thus, the reliefs do not, answer the p for which they are intended. They 


_ simply prolong the misery of the labourer, and do net prevent deaths from star- 
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vation. -If Government will not, who should save the old, the infirm and the 
young from starvation ? - It is a most essential and clear duty of Government 
to save the lives of its subjects in such a crisis. The writer gives an instance 
of a family consisting of only one able-bodied man and ofa sick wife and two 
small children. The scanty wages earned by the husband were insufficient for 
the maintenance of the wretched family ; and the consequence was that the wife 


and the two children died for want of proper nourishment. There may be . 


several similar instances in the afflicted districts, and Government ought to deal 
more liberally and humanely with this grave calamity and show less niggard- 
liness than it does at present. 


~The Rast re ine (45) of the 3lst January is glad to find that both the 
(Jovernment of India and the Home Government have done justice to Sir 
Philip Wodehouse’s Government, in approving fully the measures adopted by 
that Government in regard to the famine prevailing in the Deccan. The adop- 
tion of proper measures in regard to this famine is the only work done during 
Sir Philip’s administration that deserves regard and 2 neg tar from the people. 
But it is so great and grand a work as not to be finished in April next. The 
famine will assume its true and grave form in that month, and a serious war 
‘will have to be made against it in order to cope with it successfully. Had not 
the Vicercy appointed Sir Richard Temple, ‘the famine-doctor,” to the Govern- 
‘ment of Bombay, the Rdst Goftédr would have gladly recommended the Home 
Government to let Sir Philip administer the Bombay Government for one year 
more. There is, however, no«need for such a recommendation now. The 
Rast Goftér is afraid that the great praise bestowed on the Bomhay Government 
has led Sir Philip to forget himself foratime. Ifit be not so, what is the 
meaning of His Excellency not as yet convening ‘the promised public meeting 
of the residents of Bombay for electing private charity in aid of the famine- 
stricken people! Has the time for convening this meeting not yet arrived ? or 
has the condition of the unfortunate Deccanis so much improved that they do 
not require the aid of private at P or does Sir Philip wish that the meeting 
should be convened under the presidentship of Sir Richard ? 


The Yajdan Parast (47) of the 21st January, after. expressing great grati- 


tude at the proper and wise measures adopted by Sir Philip Wodehouse’s 
Government for mitigating the rigor of the Deccan famine, observes that in 
order to obtain full success Sir Philip ought to adopt measures for preventing 
any other calamity besides the famine attacking at this time the unfortunate 
people of the Deccan. According to the representation of the correspondent of 
the Bombay Gazette from Shol4pur, persons attacked with and suffering from 
small-pox are seen to be moving in the public streets of that town. Immediate 
measures ought to be taken by Government for preventing persons suffering 
from this contagious malady from moving in the public streets and committing 
havoc among the famine-stricken people. | 


The same also is glad ‘to see that Sir Philip Wodehouse’s Government 


has received its due poaen fo adopting proper measures for averting the Deccan 
famine, both from Sir Richard Temple and the Home Government, This great 
and good work accomplished by Sir Philip covers all the defects of his former 
administration. He kept himself well informed about the appearance of this 
famine and adopted wise measures for mitigating its rigor when the le of 
Bombay were not even aware of this calamity. The Government of Sir Philip 
has really done a good work in its closing days, and deserves the heartfelt gra- 
titude of the people, | ea 


The same highly praises the Poona Sérwajanik Sabhé for its keeping the 
Government of Boake informed from time to time about the progress of the 
Deccan famine and mehinn suggestions in regard to this Spr ‘This asso- 
ciation deserves great praise. It deserves honour. from the peace e of this presi- 
den¢y for working in regard to the rights of the Natives o 


this country. Its 
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ood and great: work of making suggestions to Government in regard to the un- 
ortunate people of the Deccan who have been attacked by the monster famine, 
deserves particular notice and praise. Even Government has admitted that it 
has received important information from its suggestions. The Parast hopes for 
long life and prosperity to this useful association in its good work of bringing 
Government and its subjects nearer to each other and producing between them a 
stronger tie. : Res 


_ The same also requests Sir Philip Wodehouse to convene the promised 
public meeting of the peer of Bombay: for eliciting private charity in aid of 
the famine-stricken people of the Deccan. It observes that the orders issued 
by the Government of Bombay to observe great economy in regard to 
the famine works and to employ on such works such people only as are 
very poor and have no food to eat, shew that the famine works are pressing 
hard on the Government treasury. This pressure must increase as time elapses, 
and threatens to be very serious. At this nick of time the fountains of private 
charity ought to be made to flow freely ; and His Excellency ought to convene, 
through the sheriff of Bombay, a public meeting of the inhabitants of the 
aredistusiby town for eliciting aid in behalf of the famine-stricken people. ° It 
was hoped that such a meeting would be convened in November last. But, 
without due cause, it has been deferred, and it is a mistake. The effects of this 
- mistake have been produced on the public treasury.: It is, however, never too 


_ late for any good work, and so itis in regard to this meeting, which the Parast 
hopes Sir Philip will convene at once. 


| Native States. 


Several papers of this week, both Mardthi and Gujarati, notice, at some 
length, a petition, said to have been made through the Viceroy and the Secretary 
of State, by about 35,000 people of Baroda to Her Most Gracious Majesty the 
Empress of India, praying for the restoration of Malhdrrdw to the gddi of 
Baroda. All these papers are struck at the popularity of the Ex-Gdikwar 
among his ryots, who, not minding the great risk they must be aware they were 
running of incurring the great displeasure of the existing authorities, both of 
Baroda and of the English Government, have boldly come forward with such a 
prayer in favour of the fallen prince from whose hands they can expect no 
benefit. The articles contain remarks on this old question which have repeatedly 
appeared in the Vernacular Press and which have been so many times noticed 


in these,summaries as to reder it needless to notice them any more. : 


_ A correspondent of the Samsher Bahddur (51) of the 19th January, but re- 
ceived on the 21st, repeats the complaint which has recently appeared several 
times in these summaries, that highway and other robberies have become 
yery common in the Northern Division of the Gdikwé4ri State, and that the roads 
of this division have become very unsafe, and gives two fresh instances. He 
says that about forty dacoits attacked the Post Office in the town of Akhaj, 
overcame the seven or eight horsemen who were at this office, and carried away 
the postal wallets containing about forty banghy parcels. They loaded the 
Government camels with these wallets and took’them to a place near Meséna. 
Here they left these camles and loaded their own camels which were kept wait- 
ing for them. It is said that the footsteps of these dacoits have been traced as 
far as Pélanpur. It is also said that some highwaymen have murdered a tra- 
veller within the precincts of the village of Undra near Pétan. In the town of 
Pétan itself many robberies have been committed. The writer says that a large 
portion of the a icemen of the last named town are opium-eaters, who are quite 
worthless for the duties of.a policeman. : ee 


The Ahmedabad Samdchdr (52) of the 17th January, but received on the 


25th, also notices the wanton sacrilege said to have been committed in a sacred 
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| Jain temple by a Mahomedan favourite of the Thaler of Paliténain the presence _ om 

S of the new Hindu kérbh4ri and others, and the loud complaint made regarding ~ a 
a it by the servants of the Shréwaks to Mr. Hunter, the Assistant Political Agent, 2 
: and expresses wonder and sorrow at the persistent and foolish determination of a 
the P4liténa Chief to annoy and hurt, as much as he can, the religious feelings i. je 
of the Shréwak community. The writer points out the danger and folly of the. . \ a 


course, and asks the Thdkor to mend it for his own advantage. He tells him 4 


_ that a conciliatory course towards the Shrdwaks will benefit him more than 
|" annoying and prides, that peageful and oppulent community. The Chief is ae. 
|. also told that he should not expect to delude for ever, with success, the para- 4 

mount authorities, that complaints of the Jains are factious and groundless. a 


| The truth it sure to triumph ultimately, and then the Thdkor will have to re- | 
pent for his error. 


- 


' KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
| ip tas pianae Reporter on the Native Press. : 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, _ a 
Poona, 30th January. 1877. ot : 3 
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The Public Administration. 


The Native Opinion (2).of the 28th January has agai a leader, headed 
the. ‘‘ Delhi Darbar.” The Opinion observes that, in its last issue it related the 
impressions of the people 2 rare! this great and grand ceremonial in respect 
to the Native Princes and Chiefs; and now it describes what the people think 


of the same event in connection with themselves. They attribute this desire of 


Her Majesty to assume the title of Empress, to the late Baroda question. The 
also trace the idea of bringing His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales to visit 
this country, to the same cause. Both these ceremonials were undertaken and 
gone through, with the object of making the Native Princes and Chiefs acknow- 
ledge their subordinate position to the British power. ‘This change in the poli- 
tical status of the Native Princes was, however, a fact brought about. years ago 
and tacitly acknowledged by the country; and, therefore, there was nothing 
new to be regretted in it. But this formal declaration of the “pegeacecicn supre- 
macy of the British Government. was naturally expected by the people to bring 
to them more political advantages. The expectation was produced from several 
considerations, The British Government is pre-eminently a popular Govern- 
ment. It is administered at.home according to the wishes of the people ; and 
it was naturally hoped by the-people of this country that some of the. popular 
privileges which are enjoyed by their fellow-subjects of the mother-country 
would be vouchsafed to them on this great and auspicious occasion by the 
generous English nation. They were also led to form the expectation, by the 
‘setae solemnly and repeatedly given to them by the highest authorities 
th of England and of India, as well as by the very wide rumours which pre- 
vailed some time before the Delhi Darbdr, that some such great concessions 
were to be made on that occasion. But they have been sorely disappointed. 
The Delhi Darbér simply proved to be a mere repetition of the same ceremony, 
as was cheaply performed in London on the 28th April of 1876. The only new 
feature in the Delhi ceremony was the speech of the Viceroy. That speech 
opened with a hollow reference to the great royal proclamation of 1858; but 
the reference can hardly be said to be a confirmation of the great and liberal 
romises contained in that document ; much less can it be said to indicate any 
astening of their fulfilment. . The speech was thoroughly diplomatic from the 
beginning to the end. It pledges nowhere the Government to perform anything 
for the people. On the contrary, it attempts to render the od promises and 
assurances nugatory. The writer intends to notice that portion of the speech 
only which is addressed to the people at large. It opens by telling them that, 
for the due administration and safety of Government, the great and chief posts 
must remain in the hands of Englishmen. This declaration will show how 
much the pevple are to expect.in the way of obtaining a share in the adminis- 
tration of the country. They are further told that their claims to the Govern- 
~ Inent posts, according to their abilities and merits, are already admitted both 


by the Governmént of India and by the British Parliament; and the Viceroy - 


publicly acknowledges their abilities to discharge these posts. Can one say 
that the Natives have any more to be desired, after reading the above sen- 
tence ? observes the Opinion. But this sentence may lead some unw 


readers to infer that great Government posts are accessible or about to 


be accessible to the common people; and the Viceroy, therefore, hastens 
to correct this erroneous impression, and observes that, in order to be 


able to discharge the duties of ‘these great posts, mere intellectual quali- 


fications are not enough; the incumbents must possess moral and social 
F acsiea a se also, and those persons who are the natural leaders of society 
from their ancient descent and influence,.:must try -to qualify themselves for 
these high posts by a course of proper education. Thus, it is not the com- 


mon people, but persons of high families and social distinctions and influence 


who only are to get these coveted high situations. The common people will 


- 
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not do, while the persons of high and old families are not likely to educate 
themselves for these places ; and the result is that Englishmen are to enjoy the 
monopoly of these lucrative posts for ever undisturbed. The Viceroy told 
the people that to be able to discharge the duties of the high offices properly, 
several high qualifications are essential; such as loyalty, high moral purity, 
veracity, courage, &c.; and that when the people of this country acquire these, 
Eveeraiaank ait very cheerfully entrust to them responsible and high posts. 


Thus, by implication, His Excellency told the Natives that they do not pos- 


sess these necessary Virtues, and, therefore, they are unfit for the high posts. 
And hence, it may be safely asserted that this speech is calculated to extin- 
guish the long cherished hopes, inspired into the hearts of the people by the 
repeated promises and assurances of the great authorities. This 1s the first in- 
dication of what the Natives are to expect from the civilized and christian 
English empire, which has been just formally created in this country. God 
only knows what things are in store for us. The article concludes with an 
earnest prayer that the new regime may prove beneficial to both the nations. 


The Shubha- Suchak (14) of the 26th January, but received on the 28th, 
opens with a long editorial, expressing, as is done by several other vernacular 


pore a great regret and disappointment that the recent great Delhi Darbdr | 


as brought no substantial benefits whatever.to the Native population. It was 
an unprecedentedly great and joyous occasion for Her Imperial Majesty and 
her great ministers and officers, and it was very reasonably expected that they 
would share this great joy with the Native population of this country by 
iously and generous conferring on it some valuable popular concessions, so 
feng solemly promised, but all along withheld. Her Gracious Majesty admits 
the great importance of Her Indian possessions ; she also freely admits the great 
and sincere loyalty of Her Native subjects; she is pleased to declare publicly 
that she makes no distinction between Her subjects for their castes or creeds, 
but regards all with equal affection; and yet her responsible officers are per- 
mitted to allow her gracious, solemn and often-repeated promises to remain 
unfulfilled for years together, and to defer their carrying out indefinitely. How 
are the Natives to feel confidence in the solemn royal pledges, if they are to 
remain for ever a dead letter? Would they not naturally suspéct them to be 
mere stratagems resorted to to delude them? His Excellency the Viceroy 
admits the claims of the Natives to high and responsible posts in the adminis- 
tration; but implies that they are not as yet fit for these appointments. The 
Shubha Suchak denounces this opinion as a mere cover to conceal the obstinac 
and the race partiality of the English rulers. It is absurd to say that no Natives 
can be.found to be qualified, both mentally and morally, to discharge with 
success the duties of many of the posts now exclusively bestowed on raw Euro- 
peans. ‘The wy few nominations of the Natives to high posts contradict the 
above opinion of His Excellency. If the high authorities are sincere in the 
promises cant A iad from time to time to the Natives, they should appoint some 
properly qualified Natives to some high places, hitherto given exclusively to 
the Europeans, as an experimental measure, and see how the experiment suc- 
ceeds; and if the experiment fails on a fair trial, the Government will prove 
itself to be in the right and the clamouring Natives to be in the wrong, beyond 
all question. But if Government goes on promising and at the same time 
telling the Natives that they are not qualified, the latter cannot help suspecting 
their English rulers to be insincere in the promises they make. Let our rulers 
understand that the’ Natives are not such sympletons as to be deceived by such a 
crude trick. The article concludes by showing the hollowness and worthlessness 
of the empty titles of Raw Sdéheb, Raw Bahddur, Khdén Séheb, and Khan 
Bahadur, &c., and observes that the bearers of these empty titles are becoming 
so numerous, that there is a fear of there being some Raw Sahebs and Khén 
Séhebs seeking to become Patewdlds or common peons! ) me 
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The Dharwar Writt (25) of the 24th January, but received on the 28th, 
reiterates the old and often-repeated complaint of the Vernacular Press, that the 
vernacular newspapers get no opportunity to see the weekly reports submitted 


P | 
by the Reporter on the Native Fines to Government, and thus are kept in the 


dark as to whether the important matters they contain for the information and 
notice of the authorities, are properly noticed or not in these summaries. If 
Government will kindly exchange these summaries with the vernacular news- 


paps, the latter will be enabled to see whether the Official Reporter performs | 


his work nghtly; and, if he errs now and then, to point out and complain of 
his errors. "The writer also complains that the Vernacular Press has no means 
to ascertain what notice Government takes of the complaints and criticisms it 
makes from time to time regarding -its measures and of those of its officers. 
For instance, a public dharmashdlé has been built here (at Dharwar) for the 
convenience of travellers of all castes. But as meat shops have been located in 
the close vicinity of this building, the dharmashdl4 has been rendered quite 
useless to Brdhmans and Lingdyats, who do not eat meat. The Dharwar Writt 
has repeatedly complained of this bad arrangement.of the dharmashdl4, but its 
complaints have led to no redress whatever. The writer does not know why 


the authorities are so inattentive to the reasonable complaints of the Native. 


Press, which is sincerely loyal and tries to bring about a good understanding 
between the Government and its Native subjects, by interpreting their views 
and intentions to each other. The article concludes with aga g the prayer 


once more to Government, to exchange copies of the weekly summaries with 
the vernacular newspapers, | 


The Guzerat Mitra (38) of the 28th January contains a communication, the 
writer of which complains that the Mémlatddr of Olpd4d has stopped two public 
ways, and compels carts to go over the bridge built from the local fund on the 
river Kim. A toll is levied at this bridge at the following rates :—an empty 
carriage or cart is charged half an anna, a vehicle ridden by one or more 
persons one anna, and a cart laden with goods two annas. The ryots, finding 
that the toll was very heavy for them, did not use the bridge, and crossed the 
river by the old route through its bed near the bridge. The Mdmlatdar of 
Olp4d destroyed this route by making large holes in it, and has compelled 
the ryots to carry their carriages and carts over the bridge. This officer has 
stopped another road, in order that the ryots may used the bridge. This road 
or way is known by the name Khadk4. It was used by the ryots of the Hansot 
Taluka from early times for going into the Olpdd Pargana and to the towns of 
Surat and Rander. It was used by them even after the building of the above 
bridge while no toll was levied on it ; for it was shorter by three miles in going 
to some of the near villages and to the towns of Olpdd and Rénder than the 
road the people are now compelled to use. The Mdmlatdar has stopped the 
Khadké road by throwing earth and thorns aeross it. He has also stationed 
some of his peons at this road, to drive carts off that road and to compell them 
to — over the bridge. The writer considers this proceeding great zooloom, 

and requests the authorities concerned to relieve the ryots, from it. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Bilimora, states that a vacci- 
nator came to that town on Friday the 12th January from Gundewi. He put 
up in the police station, and had two young children, respectively aged one and 
two years old, who were suffering from small-pox, brought to him by their 
mothers. He ordered these women to accompany him with their children to 
Gandewi, which is five miles distant from Bilimora. They refused to go to 
such a distance, and the men of their families opposed their being taken there. 
The vaccinator did not listen to this remonstrance, forcibly detained the women 
and their young children in the police station till noon, and took them to Gan- 
dewi, without their being accompanied y any male members of their families. 
At Gandewi the members of the family of the Desdi of Gandevi were vaccinated 
from the matter taken from the persons of the two young children. After the 
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vaccinating process was over the women were dismissed. The writer denounces 
this treatment of the women and their young children as a great tyranny. 


‘Another correspondent of the same has heard that a Khojé of the oa a 
e 


of Morchand, of the Gogo Taluka, prepares and sells fraudulent ghee. 

obtains from the butchers of Bombay and Poona fat of cows, buffaloes and sheep, 
and prepares fraudulent ghee from it, and sells the fictitious article in Bhaunagar, 
Péliténa.and Sihor. The writer further states that this cheat makes the Hindus 
eat, by this fraud, the fat of cows, and the Mahomedans the fat of hogs. There 
are fears of cliolera breaking out by the use of this artificial ghee. The Chief 
Constable of Gogo is requested to detect thefraud and to get the man punished. 


_ Another correspondent of the same, writing from Bdahdra of Taluka Pent, 
states that the crime of theft in these parts has considerably increased of late. 
He believes: that the thieves reside in the Sugé4na Mahal and commit the crime 
in the talukas round about. The authorities of the mahdl are requested to 
put them down. 


The Bombay Samdchdér (41) of the 1st February notices the report of the 


Commission, appointed by Government to enquire into the true causes of the — 


Deccan riots which occurred some years ago. After giving a brief substance 
of the report, the Samdchér expresses its approval of the recommendations made 
by the Commission, for making certain alterations in the law for the recover 
of debts from the agricultural classes, whom their M4érwédi and other credi- 
tors cheat in divers ways, and from whom they recover their debts unseru- 
pulously, and whose ruin they accomplish by their hard-hearted conduct. But, 
continues the Samdchér, in addition to the rascality of the creditors, there is 
another cause which has impoverished the ryots. ‘The modes of assessing lands 
and of recovering that assessment are defective in several particulars; and 
these modes and the tyranny of the creditors conjointly reduce the ryots to 
their impoverished conditioes It behoves Government, therefore, to introduce 
improved modes of assessment and of its realization, and thereby to protect 
the ryots from becoming the victims of their hard-hearted creditors. The 
Samdchdr hopes Government will adopt the requisite measures in this matter, 
without loss of unnecessary time. 


The same, in another leader, notices the destructive fire occasioned by the 
blowing up of a large quantity of gunpowder on the 27th January, resulting 
in the destruction of about six houses and forty human lives, and the wound- 
ing of several people in the city of Ahmedabad. The Samdchér. observes that, 
it is said that the shop in which the fire arose, contained five hundred 
pounds of gunpowder, an equal quantity of cartridges, and some small and big 
shot ; and the blowing up of this large quantity has caused the damage above 
mentioned. It is very strange that this large quantity of igneous and explosive 
articles was allowed to be stored in a thickly populated part of the city. If it 

was surreptitiously stored, it speaks ill of the cautiousness and vigilance of the 

police of Ahmedabad. If it was allowed to be kept under the cloak of a par- 
wand, it does not redound to its credit. Government is requested to order a 
searching enquiry to be made as to how so much of gunpowder came to be 
stored, and to issue stringent orders prohibiting the storing of such explosive 
articles in the populated parts of cities and towns. ~ 


The Jame Jamsed (42) of the 29th January observes that the P4rsi Matri- 
monial and Divorce Act contains many defects, and the object of the framers of 
this law to obtain worldly happiness to Parsis seems to have miscarried. It 
is a mandate of the Zorodstrian as well as every other religion that the sacred 
marriage-tie should remain unsevered between the pair till the death of one of 
the parties. In the days of the late Parsi Panchéyat this sacred mandate was 
carried out in many instances; but since the passing of the Matrimonial and 


Divorce Act it is different. The Act widens the misunderstanding between the 
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married pairs. Ifa misunderstanding or an enmity arises between the parties, 
and if they want to separate or p Beh a divorce from each other, they rush 
to the Police or the Civil Court. Once in Court, a life-long enmity grows 
between ‘them, and there is no hope of their ever soning me living peaceably 
with each other in this life. Thisis the great defect of this Act, and the Jdme 
Jamsed many times animadverted upon it, and has suggested that, before any 
suits for the restoration of conjugal rights, or for maintenance, or for divorce are 
heard either in the Police or the Civil Courts, they should be referred to an. 
independent committee of Parsi gentlemen, which should: hear both parties and 
try and bring about a reconciliation between them. The Jdme Jamsed here 
aides to and describes a law, entitled ‘‘ Sunewar Suchi,” in force in Prussia, 
in regard to the restoration of conjugal rights, and to its satisfactory working, — 
and asks the Pérsis to obtain a similar law for their own community with 


appropriate alterations suited to the wants of those people. 


The same of the 30th January, in a leader, makes a few suggestions in 
regard to the law it has recommended in its issue of yesterday, for making an 
attempt to bring about a reconciliation between a married pair. The sugges- 
tions are too detailed to be summarized in the report. 


The Akhbére Sowddgdr (48) of the 31st January contains a communication, 
the writer of which raises a complaint against the prohibition of the import of. 
the country liquor of Surat into Bombay. He my that the liquor manufac- | 
tured in Surat is of a superior kind. It is of a sort the like of which 1s not pro- 
duced in any other part of the country. It is used by the higher classes of the 
Natives. In Bombay alone ten thousand gallons of it are consumed. It is also 
exported to other places. It was exported from Surat under efficient and stringent 
Akbéari rules, and there seems no good ground for prohibiting its export. By 
this prohibition the higher classes of the Natives, particularly those of Bombay, 
are considerably inconvenienced, on account of their not being able to get this 
superior country liquor though they are ready to pay for it, and the dealers of 
Surat and also Government are put to loss. The lower classes of Bombay, 
among whom the use of liquor,has considerably increased of late, do not use 
this superior Surat liquor; and hence on the ground of an attempt to check 
intoxication in Bombay it.is not right to prohibit the importation of it into 
Bombay. The writer hopes Government will soon remove the prohibition 
which has unnecessarily created great inconvenience to the respectable portion 
of the community, and inflicted loss both on the dealers and on the State trea- 


sury. | 


The Yajdén Parast (46) of the 28th January observes that the fraudulent 
London, Bombay and Mediterranean Bank has been committing mischief in 
Bombay for several years past, and has now made itself ready to ruin its last 
victims. This deceitful bank had received permission tdMile suits against its — 

shareholders within six years. Yesterday was the last day of this period, and 
the bank has filed about five hundred suits in the High Court of Bombay. It 
cannot now be said how many persons will be ruined by this defrauder; but 
it 1s certain that many of its shareholders in Bombay will be insolvent, and the 
trade of Bombay will receive a shock. The High Court has, by deciding in - 
favour of this fraudulent bank the suits brought by it to extract money from its 
unfortunate shareholders, not only permitted fraud to succeed for several years 
past, but has also allowed a blot to be thrown on the sacred name of British 
justice. Though both the public and the Press have denounced the fraudulent 
practices of this bank and the encouragement given to them by the High Court, 
the complaint has made no impression on that tribunal. 


The Sind Samdchér (49) of the 24th January, but received on the 29th, . 
states that the number of gamblers with cards has considerably increased in the 
town of Kurrachee, and they are to be found in several lanes of the town 


a ) : ; 


cheatinig, the people. The Foujdér is requested to adopt the same means as he 


had taken before to put them down. , 

The same complains that the grain-dealers of the Jodia bazdr raise great 
dust by winnowing their corn on the road every morning and evening, to the 
great inconvenience of the passengers. The police is requested to put down 
this nuisance. 


' A correspondent of the Broach Wartamdn (54) of the 29th January states 
that the rain which fell-on the 19th instant effected considerable damage in the 
villages of Keswan, Gandhér, Kuler, Péedi, Ochhan and Péh4j. The ryots of 
these villages have not been able to gather even a little corn, and fodder for the 
cattle has also destroyed. Government is enquiring into the ‘condition of 
certain vi . A similar enquiry ought also to be made in the above-named 
places, and the ryots thereof ought to get some relief. 


The famine in the Deccan. 


. The Native Opinion (2) of the 28th January has an article, headed “ The 
New Famine Policy.” The Opinion is ‘very sorry to find that Government has 
entirely changed its old policy of dealing with the famines of this country. In 
1873-74 when Bengal was visited by this great calamity, Government, in deal- 
ing with it, recognized only one great principle ; and it carriedit out com- 
pletely and nobly. That principle was, that the lives of the famine-stricken 
people were to be saved at any cost. At that time Her Gracious Majesty her- 
self; the Secretary of State for India in Council, and.the English nation itself 
were allunanimous that the lives-of the people of the famine-stricken districts 
must be saved, no matter what the cost may be, and that not a single person 
must be allowed to perish from starvation. The Government of India was 
frequently instructed by the Home authorities to save the people from the 
famine and to spare no trouble or expense in accomplishing that noble object. 
Lord ‘Northbrook, the Viceroy of that time, whose general administration was 
not very favourable to the Natives, acted in this matter, it must be acknowledg- 
ed, most excellently: But the Opinion is very sorry to observe that all this has 
changed and now our rulers have altered their views. They now value mBst 
not the lives of their subjects, but the money in their waar grb Though they 

do not openly declare that they prefer money to the lives of their subjects, and 
are not prepared, perhaps, to act on this principle, still it is not becoming in 
a Government which calls itself humane and christian, not to givea due im- 
portance to its sacred work of saving the lives of its people from starva- 
tion, and to grudge the expenditure of jts money in such amatter. The 
following will show that the censure passed here on Government is not without 
adequate grounds, Here the writer refers to the instructions recently issued by 
the Government of India, at the suggestion of the Home authorities, to Sir 
Richard Temple, the Famine Commissioner, as to how to deal with the great 
calamity which has befallen this and the Madras Presidencies. When the 
—— of Richard to this great work was first announced, it was believed 
that the appointment was made to give better relief to the distressed districts 
than they received from the local Governments. But now it becomes evident 
that Sir Richard has been deputed to enforce a more rigorous economy and 
to reduce the relief expenditure. The instructions of the Government say that 
Government “ is willing to make every effort to save the lives of the people 
from the-famine, according to the pecuniary means at its disposal ; yet the ex- 
penditure should bé incurred with the utmost regard to economy.” ‘It is quite 
right, observes the Opigion, in Government to be anxious to avoid the extra- 
vagance which occurred during the Bengal famine. But what does Govern- 
ment mean by the phrase, ‘‘ serine, fas its pecuniary means”? Government 
gets an annual revenue of about fift rs of rupees or fifty millions of pounds, 


about two-fifths of which sum is derived from land. This being the case, it 
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is difficult to understand the meaning of the above phrase. It is very astonish- — 
ing to find Government talking about its pecuniary means, when called on to 
save from starvation and death agricul classes from whom it gets annually 
twenty krors of money. ‘The instructions say further, ‘“‘ both the Presidencies 
together contain about 21 districts which are afflicted with the famine. The 
population of these districts is estimated at 27,000,000, and the famine is likely 
to last for some months more. Money, therefore, should be spent only when 
it is indispensibly necessary to do so.” This view of Government is vectra 4 
right, observes the Native Opinion. But it remarks that the sentence whic 
follows the one just quoted is extremely startling. The Government of India 
says ‘“‘ had the finances been in a better condition than they actually are at 
present, even then it would not be the duty of Government to undertake the 
task of preventing the sufferings or privations of the people during a famine, 
apy more than in the time of plenty.” Who can read this sentence without 
looking aghast? It is true that itis not likely that Government will literally act 
on this harsh principle ; still it is very unbecoming that great authorities like . 
our Viceroys should vcd express such principles in grave public documents. 
If it is not the duty of Government to save the lives of the people from such 
awful calamities, whose duty is it to do so? When Government disowns such 
a duty, it is hard for proper relations to subsist between it and its subjects. 
The Government of India observes further that- Government is resolved to 
aid the afflicted people as far as the pecuniary means at its disposal will admit, 
when it is indispensably necessary to do so, But Government does not 
wish to render this help in such a manner, as to encourage idle habits among 
the distressed or to necessitate Government to contract any loans or to 
impose new taxes on the country. The saving of the lives of the people 
is, no doubt, very important ; but this good work has limits within which it must 
be performed,” Whatever may be these limits by which this work is bounded, 
the writer wishes that Government had expressed those limits in plain words’ 
‘The instructions further state that, ‘‘according to the estimate made by the 
Bombay and Madras Governments of the famine expenditure, including the 
remissions of the land assessments, the loss to Government will amount to 
about six krors and a half. The annual revenues of the country are hardly 
| sufficient for the current expenditure of the administration, while any increase 
‘of taxes is politically inexpedient. When these facts are taken into considera- 
‘tion, it must be confessed that, even the work of saving the lives of the people 
from famines, irrespective of financial considerations, is a task beyond the 
power of Government. Ifthe country be visited by three or four such famines 
as the present one or as the recent Bengal famine, and if relief is accorded as 
pro y as was done during the last-named ealamity, the administration of the 
country would be extremely difficult. The public debt and the taxes will in- 
crease to such an extent as to inflict a much graver loss on the country than can - 
be feared from a famine.” This last sentence plainly reveals the intentions of 
Government. Who can wh after reading this sentence, that Government does 
not love its treasury more dearly than it values the lives of its subjects? As 
Government asserts the fact that this great annual revenue of fifty krors is not~.. 
sufficient for the current expenses of the administration, the assertion may be 
accepted. But whose fault is it that such is the case ? Why does Government 
maintain large, costly, but comparatively useless, departments, such as that of 
the Survey and Settlement, &c.? Why does it spend every year lacs of its 
revenue on the ecclesiastical establishment, maintained for the benefit of a hand- 
ful of christians of a particular denomination only? Nothing can be more blame- 
worthy under these circumstances in Government, than to refuse relief to its 
subjects in such a grave distress, on the plea that its revenue is barely enough 
for its current expenses. Though the Government of India talks of the impos- 
sibility of aditional taxation, still there seems a great chance of the country 
being saddled with some new tax to meet the famine expendi ‘The Secre- 
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tary of State, in his suggestions to the Government: of India, observes that 
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é though it is the duty of Government to save the lives of the people from a 


famine, still it is not proper to put this. exceptional expenditure on the current 
revenues, or to contract a loan to meet it. How to meet this sort of expen- 
diture is, no doubt, avery difficult problem; but it must be solved at once.” 
This leads the writer in the Native Opinion to suspect that: the authorities con- 
template imposing some new burden on the country, to realize the famine ex- 
penditure, if not wholly, at least partly, from the provinces relieved. (The 
Indu Prakash (1) of the 29th January also expresses very similar sentiments on 
this subject. It also sees in this changed policy of Government a greater re- 
to its putse than to the lives of its subjects. It also asserts that this policy 
is diametrically opposed to the one clearly expressed and enjoined by Her Most 
Gracious Majesty the Empress of India and by the Imperial Parliament of Bri- 
tain. The Subodha Patrikd (24) and the Hitechchhu (20) of Kaladgi of the 28th 
January and the A’ryé Warta (35) of the 27th January, 
also blame Government for this change of policy in dealing with famines, and 
for its-formal disayowal of the duty of saving the lives of the people from star- 
vation at any cost whatever. 


The Hitechchhu (20) of Kalddgi of the 28th January opens with a leader, 
headed ‘‘Injury to the Ryots from the Over-zeal of the Government Officers.” 
The peudiples of the British Indian Government are very éxcellent. They are 
just, wise, and liberal. It is these principles which have,mainly contributed to 
its firm establishment and rapid extension in this vast country, and rendered it 
so popular. The Natives bless the English Government for the numerous boons 
it has conferred on them, and are sincerely grateful to it. But it cannot be de- 
nied that the over-zeal of its officers often gives cause for the people to complain, 
and mars the excellent intentions of the Government itself. The utter failure 
of crops from a thorough drought in the Shol4pur and Kalddgi districts, is 

atent to the world. is a very few places the cultivator may get, perhaps, one- 
ourth of his usual yield. These facts are well known to all revenue officers, 
big and small. hey know them from occular proofs; and yet they have 
determined to realize the assessment in full this year, and are rigorously carry- 
ing out this determination of theirs. These officers look only to the interests 
of their employer, the Government, and are perfectly careless as to what injury 


their proceeding may do the ryots. Itis said that these over-zealous local 


- revenue officers have intimated to Government that the ryots of this district 
(Kaladgi) have not suffered very particularly from the drought; that the land 
has yielded enough to enable them to pay the assessment ; and that they have 
- sufficient means to bear the burden. ‘T’he over-zealous local officers may have 
made the aboye representations ; but their superiors ought not to have implicitly 
believed them, and disregarded the petitions of the ryots asserting the opposite ; 
and they ought to have used their own eyes to judge for themselves. Their 
‘supineness is really shameful. ‘This official over-zeal is calculated to lead to 
disastrous results, both to the ryots and to Government. The-ruin of the 
former cannot but injuriously affect the true interests of the latter. The Gov- 
ernment and the Famine Commissioner are earnestly requested to give their 
serious attention to this important matter, and to sanction large remissions to 
the distressed cultivators of the district. : : 


‘ ; Somer 
The Bombay Samdchdr (41) of the 31st January regrets to learn from the — 
telegram from Sholdépur, dated the 29th instant, that eight thousand men are 
remaining idle, on account of want of employment on relief-works. After | 
observing that the famine is getting more sperm day by day and more ryots | 
and pointing out the desirability of | 


are falling on the mercy of Government, 


increasing the number of relief-works, in order to provide the suffering ryots | 
with employment and means of earning an honest livelihood and of saving 
their lives from starvation, to which they would, otherwise, fall easy victims, 
the Samdchdr expresses a hope that the Bombay Government, which has adopted 
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wise and appropriate measures to mitigate the miseries of the famine, will start 
new works with all speed, and give employment to the idle ryots. The Samd- 
' char is also much concerned to learn that Mr. Grant, the Collector of Sholépur, 


has been appointed Municipal Commissioner of Bombay. Mr. and Mrs. Grant 
have been taking t pains for mitigating the distress of the suffering ryots of 


the Sholépur District. he relief-work has been with them a labour of love, and. 

their absence from the field of this humane work will tell injuriously on the con- 

dition of the unfortunate ryots. It is very gratifying that the of Shol4- 
ur appreciate the good work of their good Collector, and have requested 

Covenant by telegram, not to transfer him from his present post until the 

famine is over. Mr, Grant’s presence where he is, is indispensably n 

for the continuance of the good work he is doing in connection with the 


famine in the ore District, and the Samdchér hopes Government “will 


concede the prayer of the people of Shol4pur and will revoke the order of this 
transference. ) 


‘The Rast Goftdr (44) of the 28th January observes that the wages given 
to the labourers employed on the relief-works are so small, that the labourers 
cannot but suffer from starvation. It says that the commencing days of the 
famine have passed without anything going amiss. The present days threaten 
many difficulties. Government treasury has been considerably omgte’ and 
no new tax can be levied to replenish it. The Government of India has, there- 
fore, instructed Sir Richard Temple that, .since Government is not able to save 
the life of every person suffering from starvation, he should reduce the number 
of labourers employed on relief-works. Under these instructions, able-bodied and 
strong labourers who were hitherto employed, have been dismissed from the 
relief-works in the last fortnight, and hard labour is exacted from others. On 
several works the wages paid to some labourers are reduced by one-fourth, and 


others are employed ona monthly pay of rupees three. All this shews that - 


Government is prepared to give the labourers a bare maintenance: But does it 
not lead to their starvation? Here the Rdst Goftdér inserts a communication 
- from the village of Arangaon, in the J4émkhed taluka of the Ahmednagar Col- 

lectorate. The correspondent states that on relief-works the wages hitherto 
paid to labourers have been reduced, and able-bodied as well as weak persons are 
not employed. A labourer employed on the relief-works in the Ahmednagar 
districts gets nine and a half annas every week, while 9 or 10 shers of jawdr can 


be had for a rupee. Thus, a labourer can get in a week about five shers of corn, 


‘whereas he requires one sher of it per day for feeding himself alone. How can 
this labourer maintain his three or four pS awe and old and infirm parents? 
The Rast Goftdr hereupon draws the conclusion that these persons must starve 
from not getting sufficient food. ; 


The same, in another leader, animadverts on the despatch of the Supreme 
Government to the Secretary of State for India, dated the 12th instant. . The 
moral of this letter, observes the Rast Goftdr, is that Government is unable to 
mene six and a half krors of rupees to save 27,000,000 human beings from 
the dire famine which prevails in the twenty-one districts of the empire. It 
has been calculated that on account of the famine in the Deccan the Govern- 
ment land revenue for the past year, amounting te 46 lacs of rupees, will have 
to be remitted, and an expenditure of fifty-four lacs of rupees ‘will have to be 
incurred in the year to mitigate the evils of the calamity. For the similar 
disaster in the Madras Peiaiey 2% krors of rupees are required both on 
account of remissions of land revenue and the relief of the famine-stricken people 
for the past year. For the Bombay and Madras presidenciesa similar amount, 
viz : 34 krors of rupees, will be required for the current year if Government 
continues to grant same relief as it gives now ; and thus the total cost for avert- 
ing the dire-effects of the famine will be 6} krors of rupees. Government 
pleads its inability to spend so much money, and wants to effect an econom 
in the present expenses of the famine. It wants to exact this economy to suc 
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-nicipal authorities are requested to open this road for traffic at once. 
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an extent that it refuses to employ on the relief-works, and thereby to give aid 
to, such ryots as are able to maintain themselves by selling off their goods and 
chattels.e It does not hecome the kind and parental British Government to put 
forth the plea of inability to save tlie lives of its famine-stricken ryots. It is 
very strange that such a Government issues an order not to employ on the re- 
lief-works ryots who are able to maihtain themselves by selling off their chattels 
and goods. Will not this order lead to the complete indigence of the ryots, 
and create the fearful probability of their dying from starvation? These evils 
are most likely to befall the people whom Sir Richard Temple even certifies 


as already insolvent. The above despatch also says that every pargand and 


zillah should bear the cost of averting the dire effects of the famine prevailing 
therein, and of the cost of adopting measures against a similar visitation in 
future. These words, observes the Rdst Goftar, are fearful when the third portion 
of the Indian empire is suffering from a dire famine. For instance, the State of 
Mysore contains a population of fifty lacs of souls, and yields an annual revenue 
of one kror and twenty-five lacs. These eople are not in common times the least 
burden to the British Government. A dire famine prevails in this State, and 


if Government will not afford them relief, who can doso?. England draws 


away. annually 16 krors of rupees from India and enriches herself; and if India 
is unable to spend, as the Government of India says, 64 krors of rupees for the 
famine, England ought to present one year’s drawings for the relief of her 
Indian subjects. The Rdst Goftdér disapproves of the orders issued by the Gov- 
ernment of India to the Bombay Government, not to give up nor to promise to 

forego the land assessment in the famine-stricken districts. This order is appar- © 
ently very harsh. Certainly it is impossible for the famine-stricken ryots, who, 
even Sir Richard Temple says in one of his despatches to the Supreme Govern- 
ment, were insolvent before the appearance of the famine, to pay the Govern- 
ment dues. The Rdst¢ Goftér also praises the Bombay Government for adopt- 
ing wise measures from the commencement of the famine in the Deccan, 
which the Supreme Government and Sir Richard Temple are now copy- 
ing. It applauds Sir Philip Wodehouse’s administration*for issuing stringent 


orders to save persons found starving in the famine districts. What can this 


humane and wise order avail, if the Supreme.Government insists upon economy 
in the expenses in regard to the alleviation of distress in the famine-stricken 
districts ? 


Municipalities. 


A correspondent of the Daydn Bodhak (21) of the 15th January, but receiv- 
ed on the 28th, complains of the disrepair and dirtiness of the town of Dharwar, 
and. asks the Municipality of that place to give immediate attention to the 
repair and cleanliness of the roads. Cholera of a fearful type has already broken 
out in the town, and the existing dirtiness of the roads may aggravate the evil, 
if no immediate measures are taken to improve the sanitation of the town. 


The Broach. Wartamdn (54) of the 27th January complains that’ the new 
road leading to the White Road of the Suneri Mehel having been stopped, 
the people, and particularly the dealers in cotton, experience great inconveni- 
ence. The latter intend carrying their complaint to Government. The mu- . 


Native States. | sed 


The Surya Prakdsh (39) of the 27th J anuary, but received on the 28th 
says that it is happy to see that improvements in the various branches of thi 
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administration of the Géi State are being made; but it is so » fin 
that no attention is paid to the improvement of the roads of that 
Hence travellers find it very inconvenient to through the State. For 
instance, a portion of the between Surat and Bardoli passes through this 
State, and it is in a rous condition. ‘The writer requests the Gdikwd4d to 
improve and make 


e the roads-of his State. : 
KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, | 


| 4 SEES Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, | | : 
_ Poona, 6th February 1877. bee 
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The Public Administration. 
9 ' 

A correspondent of the Mahdnistra Mitra (5) of the -Ist ewan,’ h but 
received on the 4th, writing from Bdéwdhan, states that though the village of 
Bawdhan contributes about 600 rupees annually to the local fund, the only 
benefit the village gets from this contribution is a vernacular school. The-road 
which goes by Bdéwdhan to Wdi is in an exceedingly bad condition. The 
people of Baéwdhan have been repeatedly complaining of this bad condition of 
their road for the last six or seven years, but to no purpose. The authorities of 
the district cannot be unaware of this grievance. ‘The Uollector of the district 
and his Assistant very frequently travel by this road, and their vehicles have 
even been upset on it. Thus, hey have a personal experience of what is said 
above; and yet nothing has been done to improve the road and to remove the 
. complaint of the people. Now numerous local works have been commenced to 
give relief to the famine-stricken people, and the writer hapes the authorities 
will be pleased to remove this old complaint of the people of Bawdhan, by 
putting the above road into thorough repair. . eeeen 


The Dnyanodaya (8) of the 8th February, ina small para, headed “ The 
Tyranny of the Police,” states that the tyranny of the : aE of this presidency 
on the poor ryots seems to go on increasing day..by day. The police peons 
who are stationed in bazars to preserve peace and order, abuse poor women who. 
‘sell vegetables, cow-dung cakes, and such other poor articles in the streets, kick 


over their baskets, whip them, and drive them-away from the places where 


_. these poor women sit; while such of these women .as propitiate these gentle- 


men of the baton with small presents from their commodities, are allowed to 
sit-close to them without any molestation. Government has entertained some 
policemen who do not wear the usual: police dress and are called the detective 
police. ‘They move about in disguise, in order to be better able to detect secret 

crimes. The writer thinks that there ought to be detectives to apprehend the 
corrupt policemen themselves! The police is notorious for committing even 
much graver crimes.. The poor trading ryots are much annoyed by the tyranny 
of the police, and the sooner Government gives its attention to this popular 
complaint, the better it will be for the suffering ryots, © 


The Arunodaya (9) of the 4th February. opens with a leader, headed ‘‘ New 
Laws about Salt and Jungles.” A telegram dated the 31st January from Calcutta 
says that two Draft Acts are now lying before the Imperial Legislative Council— 
one for the regulation of the jungles of India, and the other for the regulation of 
the conveyance of Indian salt by water. At the-imtroduction of these Bills, 
the Honourable Mr. Dalyell is said to have objected to them on some grounds ; 


but, unhappily, the Council is said not to have paid due attention to his objections. 


ds these Bills have not been published as yet, nothing definite can be known 
regarding their object or provisions. «Still, the mode of work of our legislators ; 
the fact that-these Bills concern salt and jungles, two subjects recent legislation 
- on which has been productive of so much annoyance and misery to the people 
of this presidency at least; and the known proclivities of the riginator of 
these Bills, the Honourable Mr. Hope, inspire the people with much fedr regard- 
ing these proposed laws. ‘The ryots of this presidency are so much annoyed b 
the high-handed conduct of Government or of its officers, in connection wit 
these two subjects ; namely, salt and jungles, that they do not know to what 
excess their miseries will grow and to what wretchedness they are ultimately to 
be reduced. The successful tilling of this part of the country requires much use 
of jungles, and, therefore, a rigorous prohibition to cut down any jungle puts 
the ryots to great inconvenience. . About 4,000 ryots of the Alibag Taluka have 
lately petitioned the Collector of that district agamst this prohibition, and have 
not obtained as yet any reply. Some years ago thousands of the ryots of the 


. fine 
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‘at and some other talukas went to the Governor and complained of the 
_ game prohibition. Any further legislation on the sub} ect rendering access to 

the jungles more difficult, is sure to aggravate the complaints of the ryots. The 
suggestion of Mr. Dalyell, that it is much better to ask the Local Governments to 
' make laws rding the use, &c., of the jungles of their respective provinces, 
suitable to the peculiar circumstances of those provinces, than to make one 
general. law applicable to the whole wide continent of India, was very wise and 
‘reasonable, and ought to have réceived due consideration from his colleagues. 
In the opinion of the Arunodaya, the Government of India is not likely to possess 
as full and detailed a knowledge of the different parts of this vast empire, as is 
essential for a proper legislation on these ae of vital importance. Informa- 
tion regarding this presidency is to be supplied to the Supreme Legislature by 
the Honourable Mr. Bepe, who, though an able officer, does not enjoy the con- 
fidence of the people of this presidency. Mr. Hope is regarded by the people 
of this presidency with the same feelings as the late Lord Dalhousie was regard- 
ed by the Native Princes. An excessive rigour in these matters, salt and 
jungles, may lead the oppressed ryots to commit acts similar to those they coth- 
mitted lately from the excessive rigour in the matter of the landrevenue. If to 
preserve the jungles of the country be the only object of Government, it can be 
effected by compelling a ryot not to cut a tree before he plants two. Again, if 
Government must have a revenue from salt, it can assess all salt-pans at a cer- 
tain rate, as it assesscs the corn lands. Both these suggestions are simpler than 
the present costly and annoying machineries, and, if adopted, would save a 
world of trouble, both to Government and the people. The attention of the . 
authorities is drawn to these grave subjects. ; 


The Khandesh Waibhaw (17) of the 2nd February, but received on the 6th, 
and the A’rya Warta (35) of the 38rd, but received on the 6th, in noticing the 
departure of Mr. Jardine from the Khandesh District, very highly and heartily 
praises that officer for his great and exceptional qualtities as a judge and as a gen- 
tleman. He discharged the duties of his high office with singular abilities, and . 
gave satisfaction toall. He was also exceedingly kind and liberal to the Natives, 
and has won their sincere regard and affection. If all the European officers of 
Government would treat the Natives with the same kindness, they would im- 
measurably strengthen the bonds of good-will and affection between the rulers 


and the ruled. 


The Guzerat Mitra (38) of the 4th February disapproves of the conduct 
of such Mahomedans of Surat as appeared in the fast Mohoram or Tabut days, in 
the disguise of Hindu saints or sages. ‘The year before last a Mahomedan appeared 
in these holidays in the garb of a Mogal; and, thereupon, some of the Mogals of 
Surat tried to create a row. The Foujddér made the disguised person take off 
the garb. One of the Mogals afterwards criminally sued the disguiser, who was 

. The prosecutor in that case has been taken up this year ona charge of 
Sonia currency notes; and, taking advantage of his being in trouble, some five 
Mahomedans appéared in the disguise of Mogals in the last Mohoram. It is 
very strange that the police did not make them give up the disguise. Some 
other Mahomedans appeared in the disguise of Hindu gurus or saints, and the 
Hindus. must have been annoyed at the sight. They, however, being a discreet 
and law-qbiding people, did not create any row at the sight which offended 
them a great deal. There are, however, fears of a fight-ensuing between them 
and the Mahomedans on such an occasion. Jt behoves the authorities, there- 
esc to prohibit Mahomedans appearing in the Tdébut days in the disguise of. 

indu saints. ~ | | 


4 


The same has heard that the wreck of a vessel drifted from the sea to the 
mouth of the river Ambika, near Bhaétha, and has sunk in the bed of it. It isin 
the roadway of the river,and endangers the passage of the ships laden with goods. 
If is said that a vessel bound for Bombay, while going on this river, narrowly 
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escaped from being seriously injured. The Mitra hopes the Customs authorities _ 

will adopt timely measures to remove this danger to the ships. vat 

- The same states that for several years past the ryots of the village of. 
Ambich, of Taluka Pérdi, have suffered frequently from the robbers of Daman, 
who visit the village at night, and commit robberies by house-breaking. The 
police could not catch them. The ryots were much harassed, and, ultimately, 
thought of obtaining permission from Government to defend themselves from these 
robbers at their own expense. They have now employed three Pardeshi sepoys, 
and have armed them. These guards keep up all night, and watch the property 
of their employers efficiently. It isa great shame to the police that it should be so. 


The Hitechchhu (40) of Ahmedabad .of the Ist February, but received on 
the 5th, in noticing the destructive fire, which occurred in the city of Ahmedabad 
on the night of the 27th January, by the explosion of a large quantity of gun- 
powder, qe observes that the great loss of human lives occasioned by this 
disaster, ought to make the authorities very careful in future for removing every 

robability of a repetition of the occurrence. Itis said that the able City Police 

nspector reported five or six months ago the necessity of removing, from the 
town, shops of gunpowder and other combustible and explosive articles, but the 
District Magistrate took no notice of it. If this report be true, the negligence 
or mistake committed by the officer is unpardonable, However, no time should 
be lost in making enquiries into the causes of the recent fire, as well as in adopt- 
ing strong measures for removing the chance of a similar misfortune befalling. 
in future. At the last fire the five Police Constables who lost their lives by the ° 
explosion, showed great courage and bravery in their attempt to extinguish the 
fire ; and the Government_ought to give pensions to the heirs of the deceased 
policemen. The Mitechchhu then suggests the removal of the shops, for the sale 
of gunpowder, sulphur, resin, sag dammer, kerosine oil, and other inflammable 
substances, to a quarter outside the city of Ahmedabad, and a strict prohibition 
of the sale of these articles in the city. In Rani’s Hajira there are many shops 
of the abovementioned explosive articles; aud should any of them catch fire, 
the catastrophe would commit great damage in Ménekchauk and other parts 
of the city. The Hitechechhu also reminds the authorities of the dangerous prac- 
tice of storing grass in large quantities, which prevails in the town, and wishes 
its suppression also. (The Ahmedabad Samdchar (51) of the 31st January, but 
réceived on the 5th February, and the Guzerat Mitra (38) of the 5th February 
also censure the District Magistrate of Ahmedabad for permitting the sale of 
gunpowder in the city,of Ahmedabad.. They also request that officer not to 
permit the sale of gunpowder, matches, sulphuric, aa other acids and other 


combustible articles to be made in the city, and to have a bazar opened for 
their sale outside the city). | ae 


A correspondent of the same says, that about ten years ago Government 
built a cutché road from Ahmedabad to Kapadwanj, tS it is repaired every 
year. It affords great convenience to the people, and hence numerous carts and 
passengers go over it. For the last twenty days a sepoy has levied a duty and 
a toll on this road near Sigarwa. He exacts duty on articles carried in carts 
or by passengers, according to rates he likes. He also levies a toll from cartmen 
‘of the Kéthi and other castes; and if they have no money to pay, forcibly takes 
from them their clothes. Those cartmen, who.know of this toll, take a turn of 
two miles to avoid it, oY the way passing by the tank of Sigarwa ; but the bullocks 
experience great hardship in going this way. This peon says that he has been 
authorized to levy the toll by the Gdikw4d’s Government. The writer requests 
the Mémlatdér of Daskrohi and also Government to enquire and ascertain who 
this.peon is. The road passes through the precincts of the villages of Sigarwa, 
Bhuwaldi, and Kanbha; and the Géikwdd’s Government has no right to lav a 
toll or a duty on it, nor has it ever levied them before. The Hitechchhu asks the 


Mémlatdér to ascertain, with all speed, whether there is any truth in the above 
complaint ; and if the peon is found to be an impostor, to get him punished. 
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The Rdst Goftér (44) of the 4th February opens with a leader, headed, 
‘ Rate-pdyers, Awake!” in which it asks the tax-payers of the Bombay Presi- 


dency to be prepared to pay a new tax, which Government will impose next. 


year or perhaps even this ‘year. Though the Bombay Presidency yields an 
annual revenue of 94 krores of rupees, the Supreme Government does not think 
this amount large enough. It thinks the people of this presidency are not poor, 
but that they are rich. It-is to be regretted that the Supreme Government 
thinks so, though the recently published report on the last Deccan riots tells 
that the ryots of this presidency are very poor ; that the land of it is also getting 
poorer day by day ; and that if such a state of things continues for some years 
more, the ryots will not fare well. It is well that the Government of India has 
sanctioned the construction of the railway-line between Dhond and Manméd 
and of the Nira Canal in the Poona district. But it is to be regretted that, if 
not. the whole, at least a portion of the cost of these works is to be obtained 
from the ryots of this presidency; and the new tax mentioned above is to 
realize these expenses. The Rdst Goftdér asked, in. its last issue, the question, 
why should not England, which annually draws away from this country up- 
wards of sixteen krores of rupees, give the latter six and a half krores to relieve 
a third portion of it from the distress of the famine? Has she rendered any 
such help; or is there any private movement going on in England to render 
aid to the famine-stricken British Indian g pax The rephes to these ques- 
tions must, unhappily, be in the negative. Look at the conduct of France in 


regard to the famine prevailing in the French Settlement of Pondicherry. The. 


National Assembly has remitted forty thousand rupees for the relief of the dis- 
tressed French subjects. ‘Ye people of the Bombay Presidency give up the 
hopes of getting new rights in the happy commemoration of the new Imperial 
title assumed by Her Majesty, and be prepared to pay new taxes!” 


The same records the observations made by The Times, when writing upon 


‘the recent Imperial Assemblage at Delhi, that the number of Hindu students 


prosecuting their studies in England is increasing day by day; that a large 
number of them enter the Inns of Courts ; that a few of them have advanced in 
the competitive examinations of the Civil Service; and that most of the posts 
now held by Englishmen will by and by be held by these Indian gentlemen. 
The writer then observes that the whole of India has the same desire, but when 
will that desire be accomplished? ‘By and by” are very wearisome words. 


Nobody renders an explanation about the new obstacles thrown in the way of — 


Native students. The limit of age of the candidates desirous to present them- 
selves at these examinations was hitherto fixed at twenty-one years ; it has now 
been reduced by two years. This.reduction is by no means disadvantageous to 
the people of England. It is, on the other hand, very injurious to the interests 
of the Indian candidates wishing to present themselves at these examinations. 
As shown by the British Indian Association of Calcutta in its memorial to the 
Secretary of State for India on this subject ; in India a boy cannot get himself 
matriculated until he attains the age of sixteen years, and he becomes nineteen 
by the time he passes his “ Little-go” Examination, without which he is not 
allowed to study either law or medicine. He requires, at least, two years to 
study in England for the Civil Service Examination. Thus, he has no chance 
to present himself at these examinations. When the limit of age was 21, only 
twelve Indian students successfully, passed the examination in twenty-two years, 
But now there is no chance of an Tiki student entering the service. | wa 


The same had in one of its previous issues shown the bright or satisfactory 
side of the recent Imperial Assemblage at Delhi. That,side was the exhibition 
of the greatness and mightiness of the British Indian Government ; ,and in this 
respect the exhibition has proved a complete success. The dark or unsatisfac- 
tory side of the Imperial Durbar is described by the Rdst Goftdér in its issue of 


the a February, in which it joins its Native contemporaries, in complaining 
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that Government has lost the good opportunity of commemorating the unusually 
happy event of the assumption of the Imperial title by Her Majesty, by opening 
an flies Parliament or giving admission to India into the British Parliament ; 
by bestowing high and responsible places in the administration on competent 
Natives : by conceding other important rights to the subjects; and by returning 
the fort of Gwalior to Sindia, and the Berars to the Nizam, &c. 


| The Yajdin Parast (46) of the 4th February opens with a short leader, 
headed, ‘‘ The Effeet of the Voice of the Bombay Presidency,” expressing great — 

‘ pleasure at finding that the Secretary of State for India has ordered certain 
changes to be made in the Revenue Jurisdiction Bill, before it is passed into a 
law. The Parast observes that due effect has been produced by the protest 
xaised by the Bombay. Presidency, the Judges of the Bombay High Court, and 
the Bombay Government against the Revenue Jurisdiction Bill, which was to 
outdo the management of the Gdikwaddi Raj of Malhdrrdw’s time. This beloved 
Bill of the Honourable Mr. Hope, which has been universally condemned, is to 
be inflicted on the Bombay Presidency, but not as it is now. The Secretary of 
State has directed the Government of India to strike out from the Bill the sec- 
tion which took away the jurisdiction of the Civil Court from revenue suits, and 
left their decision to the pleasure of Revenue Officers. The State Secretary wish- 
ed to throw out the Bill ; but he thought that by doing so he might be supposed 
to lower the authority of the Indian Government. He objects a wi to the section 
of the Bill which stated that the Civil Court should not hear claims for not paying . 
revenue to Government, and also suits objecting to the assessment fixed by 
Government. ‘The Secretary’s order regarding this highly unjust section means 
that the section will be entirely thrown out. If such a thing happens, the 
people will get due redress for their principal complaints against the Bill. 


(The Akhbére Sowddgar .(43) of the 5th February makes remarks somewhat 
similar to the above). . 


The Broach Wartamdn (54) of the 5th February, in noticing the recent fire 
in Ahmedabad, which has caused great damage to several persons by the explod- 
ing of gunpowder, &c., stored in the sbop of a Borah in that city, informs the 
authorities of Broach that there are shops of fireworks, gunpowder, &c., in the 
midst of the Broach bazar, and should any accident to any of them happen, it 


would do great damage. The authorites are requested to order the removal of 
these shops outside the town to remove the danger. ape 


The Famine in the Deccan. 


The Indu Prakdésh (1) of the 5th February, in noticing the cases of death 
from starvation in Shol4pur, reported in the Times of India and the Native 
Opinion (2), severely: blames Government for these disasters, and denounces its 
policy as heartless and thoughtless. It also asks the leaders of Native society 
to exert themselves to save their dying countrymen ; to raise subscriptions; and 


to represent the changed policy of the Local authorities to the Home Govern- 
ment and to the British Parliament. | 


The same, in another leader, headed, ‘‘ the English and the French Giov- 
ernments in India,’’ referring to the reported grant ‘of Rs. 40,000 made by the 
National Assembly of France from the Home Treasury for the relief of the peo- 
ple of Pondicherry, contrasts this generous act of the French Government with 
the famine policy of the English Government, and observes that, this nile 
gives a support to the old remark of the Great Napoleon that the English is a 
Nation of shopkeepers. While generons and noble France contributes from her 
own Home Treasury liberal aid to her distressed Indian depencteony England, 
true to her trading and economical instincts, is unwilling to spend for the same 


humane work not only from her own treasury, but even from the funds raised from 
the very people who are to be saved from a dire distress. The writer is aware 
that comparisons are always odious, and they are especially so when made be- - 
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tween one’s own Government and that of a foreign nation ; but truth compels — 


him to make the above remarks. . 

The Native Opinion (2) of the 4th February, in an article, headed “ The 
New Famine ‘fey A contrasts the strong measures adopted, and the liy. 
anxiety evinced by . 


he great authorities, both of England and of India, in mit 
gating and warding off the recent famine of Bengal only two years ago, with th 

over-cautious compton and the coldness of sore with which the similar disaster 
now devastating Southern India, is being treated by the same authorities. The 
Opinion quotes, at some length, the om $e speech and the speeches of different 
members of both the Houses of Parliament, all evincing the same noble and 
enthusiastic determination to save the lives of the famine-stricken people at all 
costs and trouble, and promising Lord Northbrook, the Viceroy of that time, 
every support, and asking him to spare neither money nor trouble in performin 

the great and humane work. It is, therefore, extremely astonishing to see sunk 
a complete and sudden change coming over the views of our rulers within such 
a short time. In 1873-74 the Sora was instructed to save the lives of the 
famine-stricken people at all costs: Now the present Viceroy informs the world 
ina grave public document that, the Government can save the lives of the 
famine-stricken people, so far only as the resources at its command can admit. 
The same great authority also asserts in plain terms that, Government is no 
more responsible to save the people in the time of a famine than in the time of 
plenty. The Native Opinion cannot believe that such a radical change can have 


taken place in the views of thé august authorities in England. The present 


- views of the Indian Government are attributed to Sir John Strachey, the new 
- Finance Minister of the Government of India.. This gentleman did not approve 
of the famine police of Lord Northbrook, and did not sympathise with what 
that nobleman did on that occasion. But he was then powerless. Now he is 
the Finance Minister of India ; and availing himself. of the great position he now 
occupies, he has put forth his. cold and economic views. But, as the Govern- 
ment of India has adopted his views, the former cannot evidently escape the 
blame for this change. Here the writer refers to the liberal grant of Rs. 40,000 
made by the Home Government of France, in aid of the relief of the French pos- 
sessions in India, which are also visited by a famine ; and observes that the Eng- 
lish Government is not asked to spend anything from its Home Treasury, but 
only to permit the Indian sa tern to spend its own’ money for the relief of 
its afflicted ryots; and yet England is not willing to grant even this modest 
permission. ‘The Opinion exhorts the Natives fearlessly to represent this matter 
to the Home authorities from the different parts of the country, and assures them 
of redress from that quarter. The article concludes by giving an account of a 
poor ryot dying of starvation about eight miles from Shol4pur. The account 
of the case, says the Opinion, was obtained from a reliable source. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 4th February, writing 
from Inddpur, in addition to repeating the complaint about the insufficiency of 
wages paid to the labourers employed on the famine relief works, expresses 

t surprise at a recent resolution of Government, to realize the land assess- 
ment this year from all cultivators who have property, notwithstanding the 
failure of their crops. ‘The writer fears that such rigor exercised on the ryots, 
already cunaheead the heavy rates and didaeenal tx a dire famine, may lead 
to fearful results. The writer also complains,of the increase of the crimes of 
robbery, incendiarism, &c., and attributes it to the inexperience of the present 
officers of the police of the district. his | Ae 


The same of-the 8th February, in an article, headed “‘ The Famine Policy 


_ of the Government of India,” referring to. the recent instructions of the Supreme 


. Government on the above subject, observes that the enormous expenditure made — 


about two or three years ago to ward off the late famine in Bengal and Behar, led 
to a considerable ad 
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‘extensive calamity this year in this and the Madras Presidencies, has filled the 
Government of India with apprehensions that, if simjlar measures be adopted 
they will do the same injury to the finances of the country, and has led to the. 
present. policy of stringent economy in dealing with the present visitation. The 
Dnydn Prakdsh freely admits that the relief measures adopted in warding off the 
Bengal famine were, to some extent, extravagant; but that is no good reason 
why Government should now allow the victims of the present calamity to die. 
of starvation altogether. It is all right» that Government should be cautious 
and careful in spending the pres money even in saving the lives of the people.. 
It is also right that the relief should not be given to those who are able to sup- 
port themselves, and that.an indiscriminate charity is as mischfevous in a Gov- 
ernment as in an individual. But after laying down these wise and reasonable 

rinciples, Government goes on to say that even the good work of saving the 
fess of the people must have certain limits within which it should be performed ; 
and, therefore, Government will save the lives of the ryots of the afflicted pro- 
vinces only so far as the pecuniary resources at its command will admit. ‘I'he 
gist of the resolution in question seems that, if Government is placed in a posi- 
tion in which it must either borrow money or allow its subjects to die of star- 


vation, Government is not willing to prefer the former in order to avoid the 


latter. Happily, Government, according to its own admission, is not placed in 
a difficult position. Then, if it is not in such a position, why should it proclaim 
these hard principles, and unnecessarily hurt the feelings of the people by this 
proclamation ? Nothing is gained by provoking a discussion of such unpleasant - 
on 8 when there is no necessity of acting on them. But, as the resolution 

ars under it the signature of Mr. Hone, one needs not be surprized at the 
offensive declarations it contains. Setting aside the question of the wisdom or 
otherwise of making a needless profession of these harsh principlés in a public 
document, if one turns to consider these principles in themselves, he cannot 
accept them as stated in the resolution. It-is all true, that India is a poor coun- 
try and has to pay for a costly foreign rule ; and, therefore, it cannot, properly 
speaking, afford to have a large debt, and Government is bound to observe the 
most scrupulous economy in administering such a poor country. And wise and 
truly benevolent considerations, the Dnyin Prakdsh acid admits, may 
have led.the Government to pass the above resolution. Still, the writer thinks 
that the duty of saving the lives of the people from such a calamity as the pre- 
sent, is'so great and so absolute that a civilized Government must strive to its 
utmost to perform it. It is true, that even in performing such a duty there are 


_ limits, as Government says in its resolution under notice; but these limits do 


not consist, the Dnydn Prakdsh contends, simply of the financial considerations. 
These limits are truly attained only when the Government and the people have 
done all they can do to ward off that calamity. They must be able to say be- 


fore God and man that they have done everything in their power in the matter ; 


and then only their responsibility ceases, but not until then. Government 
must fight with this kind of calamity and put forth all its efforts, as earnestly as 
it would do if the country was threatened by a powerful foreign invasion. Un- 
less it has done this, it cannot be said to have discharged its duty to the ryots 
completely. ‘To be scrupulously careful about the finance of the country is, no 
doubt, extremely proper; but to bestow this great care on finance only when | 
the lives of the people are to be saved from a devastating famine, and'to neglect 
the same considerations in other matters of expenditure, in ordinary times, is 
really shameful, It is said in some quarters that the expenditure of saving the 
ryots of the afflicted provinces must be made to fall on those provinces only, 
and not on the whole country in -— But the Dnydn Prakdsh denounces 
this doctrine as unsound and inconsistent with the solemn and public declara- 
tion, made recently in the Im Assemblage at Delhi, that India constitutes — 
one empire. It is nowa to talk of the different provinces as independent — 
of each other. They are indiss y joined together for weal or for woe. (‘The 

Daydn Chakshu (7) of the 7th February, the Hitechchhu (20) of Kalddgi of the — 
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4th February, and some other Marathi papers of the week have editorials on the 
same subject, censuring Government for a change in its famine policy, and 
accusing it of preferring money before the ied of the lives of its subjects. 
The remarks aid statements in these are very similar to those which have been 
more fully noticed in this week’s and the previous summaries). 


The same, in another leader, blames Government for transferring Mr. Grant 
from Shol4pur to Bombay. The transference is condemned as unwise, and 
Government is blamed for unnecessarily hurting the feelings of the people, and 
giving them room to suspect that this exceedingly popular Collector was re- 
moved from a district, where he has gained the most exceptional popularity 
among the ryots, because Government did not like the unsparing humane exer- 
tions he made to save the lives of the distressed ryots of that unhappy district. 
While there was every reason to retain Mr. Grant where he was, Government 
transfers him to another place, and sends in his place another officer, who has 
no ee qualifications or aptitude apparent for the post to which he is no- 
minated. . 


The Nydya Sindhu (13) of the 5th February has a leader deploring- the 
change which has come over the views of Government regarding its duty to- 
wards the provinces afflicted with a famine, and makes observations and remarks 
very similar to those which appeared in the last number of the Native Opinion, 
and which were summarised at some length in the last weekly report. 


The Shubha Suchak (14) of the 2nd February, but received on the 4th, in an 
article, headed “ The Famine and Government,” observes that Government seems 
to be exceedingly frightened by the present famine which spreads over a very 
large area of the Sombay and Madras Presidencies, and which threatens to in- 
flict a heavy loss on it in both ways; that is, in lessening its annual revenues and 
increasing its annual expenditure. Government says that ‘it will save the ryots 
from starvation as far as the pecuniary means at its disposal will enable it to do 
it.’ The Suchak does not understand the meaning of this remark. Does Gov- 
ernment mean that it will allow the ryots to die of starvation, if it has no 
money to do the work? If Government borrows money for this work, the 
burden of paying it will fall on the ryots; and this being the case, what does 
Government mean by talking of its pecuniary abilities? But Government 
replies that, if it borrows it will have to impose a new tax to pay the interest of 
the loan, and the country is not in a condition to bear this new burden. The 
Shubha Suchak cannot say how far this last observation of Government is right 
and just. It is true, that the ryots have become extremely indigent. They are 
not able to survive even a single year’s failure of their crops. But they have 
been reduced to this wretched state, the writer asserts, by the over-greed and 
_ thoughtlessness of Government itself. It is the duty of Go 
to keep alive during this awful crisis the poor ryots, who annually contribute 
about 20,00,00,000 rupees towards its revenue. If Government does not do 
this great and good work, who else is to do it? Contingencies like the present 
are inseparable from a great and extensive empire like the British Indian one, 
and Government must be prepared to meet them when they arrive. The prai- 
nary revenues of the empire are very ample and progressively increasing ; and 
if our rulers are provident, they can cope with these occasional visitations suc- 
cessfully. They should not be profuse in expenditure, and create new depart- 
ments to provide for their own countrymen at the expense of the country. The 
article contains a few more remarks in the same strain. | | 


A correspondent of the Shiwdji (27} of the 2nd February, but received on 
. the 4th, ee of the insufficiency of the rates of wages now paid to the 
labourers on the relief works. It asserts that the wages are positively insufficient 


for their bare maintenance even. The writer describes the severe miseries and 
privations of the poor starving labourers, and observes that it does not become 
the humane and civilized ‘English. Government, which has derived. so much 
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benefit from this great dependency, to allow its poor ryots in this dire crisis to 
die of starvation. 


The Jdme Jamsed (42) of the 6th February againasks, when willa panne meet- 
ing beheld in Bombay for giving relief to the famine-stricken ryots of the Deccan ? 


Some months ago, the ae of Bombay had made arrangements for this meet- 
ing, and requested Sir Philip Wodehouse to preside at it. Sir Philip pointed 
said that, most of the leading members of the community had already subscrib- 


out the undesirability of convening the meeting then. He justly and rightly 


ed privatély in aid of the distressed ; that such gentlemen would not like to 
give more so soon; that the real extent of the famine would be known in Janu- 
ary next ; and that if in that month an appeal were made to the people of Bom- 
bay as well as of oe, ere they would liberally subscribe for the relief of the 
distressed. His goo 

The month of January and even the first week of February have passed. The 
distress from the famine has grown worse. Many people die from starvation 
at Shol4pur. The authorities have commenced to observe economy in affording 
relief. They give now only half a seer of rice and half an anna per head. 
The Famine Relief Committee at Bombay has received many applications from 
the districts asking aid for the blind, the lame, the sickly, andthe weak. Itsends 
some money in response to these calls; but it has no fund sufficient to supp’y 
the drain on its treasury in future. Subscriptions in the districts are raised for 


relief work ; but the people thereof are not so rich as to perform the work un-. 


aided from the outside public. For these reasons, the Jéme Jamsed exhorts the 

‘public of Bombay to convene a meeting in Bombay and to appeal to the people 
of England in aid of the distressed’ without any delay. (The Akhbdre Sowddgar 
(43) of the 6th February also, in noticing the deaths which have occurred at 
Sholépur from starvation, and the great reduction made by Government in the 
rate of wages gore to labourers on relief works, exhorts the people of Bombay to 
convene a public meeting for obtaining relief for the distressed ryots. ) 


The same, in another leader, headed ‘The Economy observed in givmg 
Relief to the (People of the) Famine-stricken Districts,” after admitting that 
economy in the expenses of the administration is desirable on account of the weak 
condition of the Indian finances, observes that, instead. of exacting economy in 
the proper quarters, Government makes an economy in giving relief to the 
_ famine-stricken people to such an extent that the famished ryotssuffer distress from 

half starvation, The Jdéme Jamsed then states what wages were paid to the 
labourers on the relief works at the commencement, and what reductions were 
made in them from time to time. The last resolution in this matter is one of 
the Government of India, dated the 16th January last; and it is brought into 
force. _ Under its instructions, a ryot, the whole of whose land is not mortgaged, 
and who can, therefore, obtain credit for maintaining himself, and who seems 
from his ppearenee able for the present to maintain himself, is refused employ- 
ment cn the relief works. A ryot who does not seem redyced in person is also 
réfused admission, and the wages on relief works are paid at the following 
rates :—A male labourer receives 144 ounces corn, or its price, and half an anna ; 

a female labourer 144 ounces and a quarter anna; anda child under fahoe’: 
seven years 7+ ounces corn and a quarter anna. When this new rate of wages 
was commenced, the labourers in the Belgaum District strack work,” and said it 
was better to die from starvation than to serve for so low wages. But the 
pangs of hunger drove them to the relief works.. From enquiries made in the 
ricts recently, it seems that no person can preserve his health or work on 


relief works at so low wages. Besides, the labourers are not paid any wages for. 


Sundays, on which days they are not employed. 


- 
2 
- 


The Akhbdre Sowdégar (43) of the 3rd February, but received on the sth 
also considers the transfererice of Mr. Grant from Sholépur a great mistake 
- committed by the Bombay Government, This able officer has, by his great 


advice was adopted, and the meeting was postponed. 
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energetic efforts, succeeded in protecting the famine-stricken people of the Shold- 

ur district from starvation. Such an able and experienced officer ought not to 

ave been transferred from his post, and his place given to one who is not 
acquainted with the circumstances of the Sholdpur District. _Itas apparently a 
great mistake to transfer Mr. Grant from Sholdpur at such a time and under 
such circumstances; and the Sowdégar hopes this mistake will be corrected with- 
out delay. (The Rast Goftdr (44), the Yajddn Parast (46), and the A’rya Mitra 
(47) of the 4th February express somewhat similar sentiments). . 


The Rdst Goftér (44) of the 4th February also denounces the reduction 
made in the wages of the labourers employed on the relief works. Every male 
labourer is paid one (half?) seer of corn and half an anna per day.” This is not 
enough for one’s maintenance. It is better to be a prisoner in a jail than to 


labour for so small wages. Besides, by the order dated the 5th January, the . 


labourers are not employed on Sundays, and do not receive any wages for that 
day. Are they tostarve on that day? asks the Rdst Goftdr.. It ill becomes the 
kind and benign British Government to starve the famine-stricken ryots in such 
a manner. Where is the great liberality and mercy of the last Bengal famine 
gone to? Is this not hard-hearted and merciless economy ? | 


The Yajdén Parast (46) of the 4th February also thinks that the rates of 
wages paid to workmen employed on relief works in the Bombay Presidency 
have been improperly reduced. The wages have been reduced to half their. 
former rate, and a male labourer is now paid at the rate of one pound of corn 
and two pice. In making this reduction, Government does not appear to have 


thought how a labourer can maintain himself and his two or three children, if he. 


has any. This is bad economy indeed, as it leads to the starvation of the unfor- 


tunate labourers. The Farast hopes Government will soon become alive to this 
_ mistake, and correct it equally soon. 


Municipalities. 


The Guzerat Mitra (38). of the 4th February has heard that the Muni- 
cipality of Surat has asked the permission of Government to make an increase 
of rupees twenty-five in the monthly salary of Mr. Heyne, the Inspector of Sani- 
tation, who draws two hundred rupees a month. The Mitra hopes that Govern- 
ment will not give its sanction to the increase, as the Inspector already draws 
large pay. If it sanctions the increase, the money will be simply misapplied. 
The same states that, on the occasion of the fire which occurred on the night of 
the 3rd instant in Machhiwad, in Nénpura, in the town of Surat, and by which 
about seventeen huts have been burnt down, the buglers employed to give alarm 


on occasion of fire, did not sound the alarm, nor was water supplied by the 


municipal erployés until after the fire was nearly extinguished by the aid of 
the people and the police. The Mitra requests the Municipality to station one 


bugler in each quarter of the town, and to insist upon his sleeping in a particular | 


place at night, so that he may be found, for certain, whenever wanted.. Each of 
the water casks should be left filled with water every evening that some water 


mer be found at hand on emergencies. (Jéme Jamsed (42) of the 9th February 
makes remarks somewhat stmilar to the above). Oe 


Railways. 


The Guzerat Mitra (38) of the 4th February extols the services rendered. 


by Mr. Duxbury tothe B. B. and C. I. Railway, both in curtailing the expen- 
ses of the department under him, and in making conveniences for passengers, 


By this officer's wise arrangements the Company has been considerably bene- 


fited. It seems,- however, that Mr. Mathews, the Agent of the Company, does 
not pull well with Mr. Duxbury. It is said that with the “‘ free passes ” 


6npP10—2 


issued by 
Mr. Duxbury, merchants and others were allowed to go on the platforms of the 
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railway stations, At present these passes are treated as waste paper. The Mitra 
is afraid that such a treatment will induce Mr. Duxbury to resign his post; and 
if he does so, the Railway Company will suffer lossin his absence. Government 
is requested to intercede in this matter, and to wey Mr. Duxbury from being 
shown disrespect. (The Jdme Jamsed (42) of the 9th February expresses simi- 
lar sentiments), . 


Native States. 


A correspondent of the Guzerat Mitra (38) of the 4th February names and 
describes the several heavy taxes which the ryots of the town. of Kathor, in the 
Nauséri Prant of the Gdikwdd’s State are required to pay. He says that a tax 
from rupees eight to fifteen is exacted from every ryot on account of Péghdi or 
turband, On unused and dyed cloth in Malhdérrdw’s time, and previous to it, a 
duty of two annas was levied on every maund of such cloth. At present every 
maund of this cloth, imported into the village, is taxed at ten annas, and a 
similar duty is levied when it is exported out of it Thus, this tax has been 
raised recently five times its former rate. A cart of corn brought into or sent 
out of the town by a resident of it, is charged seven and a quarter annas. Ifa 
resident of another place imports into or exports from this town corn, he is 
charged eight annas more per every cart. The duty. on vegetables is levied 
at no fixed rate. It is exacted at pleasure; but on an average a cartful. 
of vegetables is charged from three to eight annas. Ona cart laden with 
articles of iron four rupees are charged. Ona cart-load of sorangi two rupees 
and a half are levied, whether it is brought into the town or taken out of it. 
Rupees two and a half are charged on a cart of sugar, betelnut, carbonate of soda, 
&c. Ifthe latter kinds of goods are brought by boat in the rains, four. rupees 
are charged in place of one rupee, Similarly heavy taxes must have been 
levied in other places in the Gdikwddi. The writer prays Sir T. Mddhawrdw 
to relieve the ryots of these heavy impositions. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, : 


Poona, 13th February 1877. 
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‘The Public Adménistration. 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 12th February, in writing on the old and often- 
discussed subject, namely, the prevalence: of the vice of corruption among the. 
servants of Government in several departments, asserts that the crime prevails to 
a considerable extent, and repeats the old and often-reiterated remark that, 
the unwise provision’ in the Penal Code, which holds the giving as well. as the. 
receiving a bribe to be acrime, effectually protects the receiver, and thus en- 
courages that crime to the injury both of Government and the people. In the 
opinion of the writer, unless this injudicious provision is mended, the crime ¢éan- 
not be; thoroughly eradicted. The attention of the authorities is earnestly re- 


quested to this important subject. he | 


The Arunodaya (9) of the 11th February, in an article, headed ‘ Russia, 


Cabul and India (England),” briefly refers to the various rumours published in | 


the Anglo-Indian newspapers regarding the doings of Amir Sher Ali of Cabul, 
all indicating that the ruler.of. Afghanistén is more friendly to Russia than to 


England, and observes that ‘‘ we native newspapers are often accused of publish-— 


ing false rumours, and it is implied by the accusation that whatever appears in 
_ the English papers is true and trustworthy. But the rumours we have referred 
. to above about the Amir of Cabul are all gathered from the Anglo-Indian papers, 


and several of them’are false in their very. face.” _The Arunodaya tries to show, 
at some length, that the Amir of Cabul cannot be believed to be so ignorant, as 
not to understand that his real interests are better promoted by remaining loyal 
and staunch to his old and tried ally England, than to court the friendship of 


treacherous Russia, whieh is a notorious and declared enemy of his faith and of 
his co-religionists. 


The Shubha Suchak (14) of the 9th February, but received on the 11th, in 


an article, headed ‘‘ Is the Establishment of the Central Press profitable or not. 


to Government ?” observes that when this new large concern was brought into 
existence by Government, it was believed that’ Government desired to make 
some saving in the State expenditure ; and if that was the motive, it was a very 
commendable one. If economy. were the real aim of creating this new large 
department, Government ought to show.to the public, what saving it has suc- 
ceeded in effecting by this device, by publishing the accounts of the new con- 
cern, and contrasting its expenditure with the printing expenses incurred by 
the State previous to its establishment. If Government will not publish this 
account for the information of the public, the public cannot but suspect that 
Government has created this new concern, as it often does, simply to provide 
some lucrative posts for Europeans. Economy in the expenditure of the State 
funds is @ most praiseworthy object in a Government; and the Indian authori- 
ties ought to be ready and willing to hear criticisms from all quarters on the 
financial acts of the Government and its officers; but the seyere ‘punishment 
inflicted on Colonel MacDonald, for publishing articles in the Friend of India 
animadverting A ag the doings of the Survey Department, shews that Govern- 
ment does not like to be criticised, and wishes to discourage. criticism on the 
wrong acts of itself and its officers. The writer then remarks that before the 
establishment of the Central Press, the Government printing was given in the 


different zillahs to the different local ‘private presses, and that arrangement was 


very heneficial to the Native newspaper presses. Here the writer once more 
repeats the advantages which the Government and the public derives from ‘the 
Pe ke of a healthy and honest popular press, and observes.that in establish- 
ing the Central Press, Government has -déprived the Nati jive ne r ‘pre 


of material patronage ; and if.no apprec] able econ omy 18 | . by this new 


arrangement, the measure cannot be said to be either wise or economical. 


* 


4 


The A’rya Warta (35) of the 10th February, but received on the 13th, in 
a long leader, headed ‘‘ The Proclamation of 1858 and the (Delhi) Speech of 
the Viceroy,” contrasts the assurances given by Her Most Gracious Majesty in 
that great document with the subsequent policy pursued by her officers in the 
‘administration of this country. In the proclamation of 1858 -Her Majesty as- 
sures Her Indian subjects that, ‘ it is our will freely to bestow posts, without 
regard to the caste or creed, on such of our Indian subjects as are qualified to 
discharge the duties thereof properly by their education, abilities and moral 
worth.” But His Excellency the Viceroy, referring to this assurance, observes 
in his Delhi Speech, ‘‘ you (the people of India) in order to obtain these posts, 
must possess loyalty, truthfulness, courage and purity of conduct; and then 
Government will bestow these posts on you cheerfully.” Thus His Excellency 
implies that, during the last eighteen years, the Natives have not been able to 
qualify themselves for high posts. How far is this assertion true? While the 
sons of even ordinary mechanics of England are allowed to enter the Civil Ser- 
vice, the sons of high and old families alone of this country, the Viceroy says, 
have a right to go into that service. Does His Excellency think the Natives to 
be mere,ignorant children? Her Majesty says further in the said proclamation 
_ that, “ we will respect and rag as scrupulously the rights and privileges 
of the Native Princes and Chiefs, as we will preserve our own.” The writer re- 
fers to the cases of Jodhpur, of Tonk, and of Baroda, and asks was the above 
promise observed in these cases? Healso refers tothe high-handed and over- 
bearing conduct of the political officers towards the princes and chiefs at whose 
courts they are placed. The article contains a few more remarks of the same 


nature. 


The Guzerat Mitra (38) of the 11th February is glad to learn that a public 
meeting was to be held that day in Surat, for sending a memorial to the Home 
Government, praying Her Majesty in Council to reappoint the Honourable Mr. 
Rogers in the Bombay Government for some time more. The term of office: of 
the honourable gentleman expires on the 26th June next, and he must retire after 


that date. The Mitra recounts the public and private virtues of the honourable : 


gentleman, and observes that he rendered very important services in the years 
1848 to 1851 in the disturbances which occurred in the Broach Collectorate; 
and his departure from this presidency will be detrimental to the interests of 
the people as well as to those of the Government. For the good of both of 
them, he should remain some time more in the Bombay Government; and it is 
very happy to see that the people of Surat, under the leadership of Mr; Alam- 
khan, the Nawdb of Beyla, are about to penn the Home Gevernment. to 


reappoint the honourable gentleman for a further period in the Bombay Gov- 
ernment, | | 


mn 


“The Hitechchhu ( 40) of Ahmedabad of the 8th February, but received on 
the 11th, congratulates Mr. Gopdlr4w Hari Deshmukh on his appointment as the 


Joint-Judge and Session Judge of the Nasik District. Mr. Deshmukh, says the — 


Hitechchhu, is thoroughly fit for the place and deserves the favour done to him by 
Government. He is merciful, courteous, industrious, honest and impartial. 
Though a Dekani, he has endeared himself to the Gujaratis, among whom he 
has lived long; by his public and private virtues; and the people both of the 
Deccan and Guzerat are rejoiced and thankful to Government for this appoint- 
ment. Lord Lytton’s Government has commenced a course for securing the 
hearty affection of the people of this country, which was lost since the regime 
of Lord Dalhousie. The commencement made by appointing Mr. Deshmukh to 
the Civil Service is a beginning of this course, and has gladdened the hearts of 
all classes of the people. The Aitechchhu hopes His Swordship’s Government 


will make ap intments of other fitting Natives to similar posts, and will 
ollow the same generous policy of securing the affection of the 


continue to 


Natives, who are so very loyal to their sovereign. | 
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The same states, in another place, under the head “ Local,” that for some 
time past it has been usual for the civil courts of the city of Ahmedabad to 
deposit at once in the bank the moneys received from defendants for being paid 
to plaintiffs, and which are drawn by the latter one or two days after they are 
paid into court. By this practice of depositing the money in the bank, neither 
the Government nor the courts receive any benefit, as the bank pays no interest 
for the deposit for a few days; whereas the plaintiffs are put to some inconvent- 
ence and have'to spend more time than before for getting their money. The 
authorities concerned are requested to abolish the practice and remove the 
complaint of the plaintifis. : 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr (41) of the 12th February com- 
plains, that thoufh the mail train from Bombay arrives at Ahmedabad at half-past 
twelve, people in the latter city get their post so late as five in the evening, and 
sometimes still later. He does not understand why so much as five or six hours 
are taken by the postal authorities for the distribution of the post. The atten- 
tion of the head of the Postal Department is requested to this complaint. 


- The same states that a complaint is heard against the (?) Assistant Collector 
of Kaira that, when he goes into the district he does not make his appearance 
in the office at the proper time, nor does he take up criminal cases-in due time ; 


and hence it takes along time for the decision of the cases, and ‘polang and . 


witnesses experience great trouble in going with the Assistant’s cutcherry from 
one village to another. | : 


The Jéme Jamsed (42) of the 10th February, but received on the 12th, 
dissents from the opinion expressed by Mr. Babu Surendrandth Bdnerjid, a 
citizen and Municipal Commissioner of Calcutta, that Lord Lytton’s speech at 
the recent Imperial assemblage at Delhi has broken the promises conveyed in 
the Royal Proclamation issued in 1858, when the direct Government of India 


was taken up by Her Majesty. After stating that the authorities ought to be | 


glad at the Bdbu’s laying before them the views of a portion of the public, 


though these views may be wrong, instead of finding fault with him and charg- 


ing him with disloyalty, the Jéme Jamsed observes that the Viceroy has done 
nothing of the kind attributed to him by the Bébu. His Excellency plainly 
and openly stated in his speech that very high posts in the administration can- 
not be bestowed upon the Natives. These words by no means overturn the 
promises W SSiyes in the Royal Proclamation of 1858 ; as by the term ‘‘ very high 
posts ” His Excellency meant such posts only as those of the Generals, Com- 
manders-in-Chief, Lieutenant-Governors, Governors, Governor-General, &c., and 
the proclamation did not promise to give these posts to the Natives. The last 
named document promised, in general terms, to consider the Natives eligible for 
all posts ; whereas the speech of the Viceroy simply explains that the very high 
posts cannot be bestowed upon the Natives. Considering the political condi- 


tion of this country, Government will not consent to bestow these high posts. 
upon the Natives; nor are the Natives themselves eligible for discharging the 


responsible duties oe to them. The Natives have never as yet: enter- 
tamed any hopes of filling these posts; and Lord Lytton’s words cannot dis- 
appoint hopes which were never entertained. Instead of finding fault with His 
Lordship for those words, the people of India ought to thank him for having 
given the true explanation of the -words of the Royal Proclamation of 1858. 
His Lordship is about to commence the course of bestowing upon the Natives 
the high posts reserved hitherto for the Covenanted Civil Service ; and there are 


expectations of the Natives getting more of them under his r egime. 


A correspondent of the same of the 12th February states that numerous | 


carts pass. over ‘the Udnd road, and a toll islevied on them. This road has, 
however, fallen into a bad condition. Deep holes have formed in many places 


on ‘it. Oftentimes carts laden with‘goods fall into these holes, and their 


‘ . . 6 


axles break. Hence cartmen _— great trouble and inconvenience on 
this road. The writer requests the attention of Mr. Pratt, the Collector of 


Surat, to this matter, and. prays him to cause the holes to be filled up and the 


. 


The same complains that the City Magistrate of Surat takes a very long 
time to decide even petty complaints coming before him. The writer requests 
the Magistrate to save the parties trouble and loss of time, by calling them on 
the days on which their cases are to be heard. 


The Jdéme Jamsed (42)-of the 14th February is rejoiced to learn that the Secre- 
tary of State has passed his veto on the Bombay Revenue Jurisdiction Bill. It 
observes that nowadays the Government of India enacts laws after closing its 
eyes and ears to the voice and complaints of the people; but, happily, there is 
an appeal to the Secretary of State against these proceedings. After giving 
some information from this despatch of Lord Salisbury, the Jame Jamsed 
observes that by the sentiments expressed in this document, His Lordship as- 
sures us that he will not fail to listen to the public voice whenever real injustice 
is committed. His Lordship must also be considerably surprised to see his 
despatch which reached the Géoverhinent of India in October last, not yet pub- 
lished for:the information of the public. ‘Though it has been kept secret, it is 
said that it passes strong censure on the members of the Legislative Council of 
the Government of India. 


The Rédst Goftdér (44) of the 11th February supports the views of Mr. Babu 
Sorendrandth Bénerjié, and observes that the very fact that the promises given 
by Her Majesty in the Royal Proclamation of 1858, were not fulfilled on the 
befitting occasion of the 1st January 1877, is, in itself, an overturning of those 
promises. About twenty years ago’ Her Majesty promised to give great politi- 
cal rights to the Natives. The time came for fulfilling those promises. But 
‘instead of carrying into effect those promises, they have been simply repeated 
by word of mouth; and in this repetition the Natives have been told that the 
must still show themselves fit to receive them by their great faithfulness. This 
instruction is tantamount to telling them that they are not yet so very loyal as 
to enjoy grekt political rights. The Natives are disgraced in this instruction 
to them, and they very much grieve for it. It is true that all the people of 
India are not yet fit to enjoy great political rights; but nobody can deny that 
a large number ofthe Natives have become deserving of the rights which Her 
Majesty promised to give them twenty years ago; dnd to these latter persons 
those rights should have been given; but Government has turned away from 
this just course, and His Excellency the Viceroy, instead of fulfilling those 
promises, has deferred them to an indefinite time. weak 


The Yajddn Parast (46) of the 11th February, in referring to the allusion 
made and the regret expressed in the speech from the throne, at the recent 
re-opening of the Parliament, in regard to the prevalence of the famine in the 
Bombay and the Madras presidencies, observes that the people of India are 
deeply grateful to their Imperial Sovereign for her earnest sympathy with her 
distressed Indian ryots. But they are very sorry to find that their good sovereign 
has not thought it fit to extend some aid to the distressed from the English 
treasury. England receives annually from India about ten krores of rupees ; 
and had a fifth part of this large sum been presented to the distressed to relieve 
them from their miseries, the people of India would. have felt mp glad at 
this good work of their rulers. The Parast is glad, however, to d 


road well repaired. 


aid to the unfortunate people of-the Indian Peninsula. 


The Samsher Bahddur (50) of the 9th February, but’ received on the Lith, : 
contains @ communication the writer of which repeats the old complaint, that 


38NnPl7—2 ; 


that The 
Times and the other papers of England exhort the people of England to extend 
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will only prolong the misery of the distressed ryots, and deprive 
Gi vexnmnaat should, | 
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the Banyds who supply provisions to Mamlatdars, their K4rkuns and to the Euro- 
pean officers who periodically move in their respective charges, are frequently 
not paid the full prices of their goods, and that cartmen who are forcibly made 
to serve these officers, do not receive due fares for the services rendered by 
them. The present complaint is made in general terms, with the assertion that 
the peons or other servants of these officers who are entrusted with the work of 
obtaining provisions, pay less money to the dealers than received by them from 
their masters, and threaten the dealers into giving receipts acknowledging full 
payments. These underlings are stated to act in the same manner towards the 
cartmen. 'The communication concludes with the usual prayer to Government 
to put down this tyranny, and with an advice to the sufferers to carry their 


‘complaints to the superior officers, who, the writer feels certain, will not fail to 


grant them due redress. 


The same states, under the head “ Local,’’ that it has heard that a police- 
man threatened the mother of a Ghancho (mat-maker), named Néran Umed, who 
was scalded in the late fire at Ahmedabad, to take her to the Foujdar for not 
reporting to Government that her son had received injuries from the fire. The 
policeman received a bribe of ten rupees from her and allowed her to go. 


The Famine in the Deccan. , 


The Indu Prakdésh (1) of the 12th February has a leader, headed ‘“‘ The 
Famine Policy and the New Measures.” A change in the famine policy of the 
Government of India has created a wide feeling of unrest and consternation 
among the people. The instructions issued by the Government of India to 
Sir Richard Temple aré full of very strange and conflicting principles. It is 
notorious that Government officers do not trouble themselves much about the 
a: or otherwise of the instructions they are asked to carry out; but 
understanding their drift from the acts of their superiors, try to please them by 
even over-doing the work they are entrusted with. The Survey Department, 
the late Alienation Department, &c., will supply ample proof of the truth of the 
above remark. ‘Fhough Government does not say, in so many plain words, 
that it does not care for the lives of the people, it would not spend money for 
their relief. It even admits the great importance and necessity of saving the 
lives of the distressed people ; and yet it attaches a still greater importance to 
the saving of the money. The result of these declarations will possibly be 
that care will be taken to prevent the appearance of any people dying of out- 


right starvation ; but cholera or other epidemics, which may directly kill the 


poor ryots, would be the legitimate effect of want. of nourishment, that is slow 
starvation. Though numerous ryots have abandoned their homes and even 
their families, and have migrated in search of food from the failure of their 
crops, and many more are following the same sad course, Government cannot, 
as yt make up its mind to give = its land revenue this year, and issue formal 
orders to give remissions to the afflicted districts. This unreasonable hope of 
Government will do it no good. It can bring no money to its treasury. It 

them af sad 


consolation for some time. In the opinion of the writer, 
in this time of great public distress, abolish or suspend some of the not ver} 
useful departments, and make other reductions in the State expenditure, and 
apply the savings to the indispensable work of saving the lives of the ryots of 
the afilicted provinces from starvation. Instead of doing some such thing, 
which will prove to the populations of this country as well to the world at large, 
the sincere interest Government takes in the welfare of its subjects, some of the 
authorities, it is said, contemplate devising some new tax, to be imposed in 


future on the provinces relieved, to realize the expenditure incurred for their 
relief. The country is notorious for its poverty. 
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mission also testifies to the truth of the above fact. Therefore to add to the 
feeling of unrest and anxiety of such poor and distressed ryots, by the news of 
new taxes, is by no means advisable. ‘The writer does not approve of the idea 
of employing only the strong-bodied people on the relief-works, and leaving 
the weak,. the infirm, &¢., to cold charity. Government is regarded as the 
m4-bép of the ryots; and, like a good parent,"should protect all alike, and should. 
make no distinction. (The Belgaum Samdchdr (11) of the 12th February and 
some other Mardéthi papers of the week also animadvert on the new famine 
policy of Government in the same strain, and earnestly pray it to give the ryots 
of the afflicted districts the same liberal relief as it generally gave to the ryots 


of Bengal a few years ago). 


The Suryodaya. (4) of the 12th February publishes a long letter’ from its 
eérrespondent, specially deputed by it to the Sholdpur District. The letter, 
which is dated Sholdpur, &th February, is sensationally headed “ Horror! 
horror! horror!” The writer says that he met with the special correspondent 
of the Times of India at the Railway Station (of Shol4pur), and they went 
together to see the condition of the people in that town with. their own eyes. 
As the correspondent of the Times of India did not understand the Marathi 
language, the writer was of great use to him as an interpreter. The writer then 
gives a pretty long account of what he saw in several places in that unhappy 
town. He confirms the sad events published in the recent telegrams from Shol4- 
pur in the Times of India. In most cases he made enquiries of the relatives of the 
victims of starvation mentioned by the Times of India correspondent, and found 


that what was stated in the telegrams was true. : 


The Mahdérdstra Mitra (5) of the 8th February, but received on the 11th, 
in an article, headed ‘‘ The Present Famine and the Stinginess of Government,” 
after referring to the alleged deaths from starvation at Sholdpur, reported in a 
recent telegram of the Times of India, observes that this sad news is calculated 
to melt with pity even the hardest heart; and yet our Christian Government 
hears this news, without being moved and without putting forth efforts to avert 
this grave catastrophe. Nothing can be more astonishing than this apparent 
apathy of our rulers to the dire distress of their poor dying subjects. The 
Mitra attributes these deaths to the censurable economy of Government in 
reducing the seale of wages to starving point. The aversion of Government 
to spend money to save the lives of the starving ryots, is as short-sighted and 
unwise as it is hard-hearted, and is sure to bring ultimately a greater loss to the 
State treasury, which Government is now so anxious to‘save. Government is 
earnestly asked to save the tax-payers from starvation and not to mind the 
expenditure it may ineur in effecting this good and humane work, which is 
also sure to prove profitable in the end. 


- The Arunodaya (9) of the 11th February opens with an article, headed 


* The Famine, the Government and the Ryots.” It observes that Government 


for the first three months acted wisely and thoughtfully towards the distressed 
ryots of the famine-stricken districts, and saved them from starvation. But 
since tiie latter part of the last month it has commenced to tighten the strings 
of its purse, and produced a very great alarm-among the people. The writer 
then refers to the preserit reduction of the wages given to the labourers on the 
Civil relief-works, and also to the rule prohibiting the employment of such 
labourers as are believed to possess means or credit, however small; of procur- 
ing their own livelihood, rag | condemns this economy in severe terms. This 


policy, the writer asserts, will produce extremely injurious effects on the life 
and health of the distressed peasantry, and, ultimately, on the State treasury 
itself, to save which so much hard-heartedness is now committed. The writer _ 
also does not understand why Government was so liberal and humane in the 
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late Bengal famine, and why it has become suddenly so over-economical and 
cold-hearted on the present occasion. Are we to accept this unfavourable 
change as the first indication of' the new imperial regime, which has been 
recently introduced into this oj yag with so much pomp and eclat? ‘The 

ost Gracious Imperial Majesty does not 
wish that her poor distressed subjects should be treated with such harshness 
and put to such privations. The mistake must be attributed to her officers, 
who are earnestly requested to reconsider this most grave subject, and give 


due relief to the afflicted provinces and save their ryots from this dreadful 


Crisis. , 


The Belgaum Samdchér (11) of the 12th February also joins some of its 
contemporaries in denouncing as a bad mistake on the part of Government, the 
esc this critical time of Mr. Grant, from Sholépur, where his presence 


and experience were of so much use in alleviating the distress from the famine 
felt in that unhappy district. | 


The Subodha Patrika (24) also regrets that no public meeting of the people 
of Bombay has been called as yet to raise a subscription for the relief of the 
ryots of the famine-stricken districts, and calls upon the leaders of the Native 
community to delay no longer this good work. | 


The Surya Prakdsh (39) of the 10th February, but received on the 11th, 
also observes that the raté of wages paid to labourers on relief-works is not 
sufficient for preserving their life and health, The daily wages of one pound 
corn and two pice to every male labourer, and half of it to every female labourer, 
cannot be sufficient to persons who do labour. These rates are lower than those 
of the provisions supplied to patients in hospitals and prisoners in jails. The 
labourers have, moreover, to feed their young children from the very scanty 
wages they get. The Government Resolution of the 5th January last prohibits 
the payment of any wages to labourers for Sundays, on which days they are not 
employed. They must starve that day and work the next day to obtain wages. 
This is really a hard case; and it does not become the benign and parental 
British Government to be so very parsimonious in such a matter. 


The Bombay Samdchdér (41) of the 10th February, but received on the 12th, 


finds fault with the railway companies for not carrying to the famine district 


all the corn received by them for being carried thither. They ought not to have 
accepted more corn than they could carry in time. And when they received 
it, they ought to have increased the means of carriage, such as engines and 
waggons, to discharge their duties timely and properly. By their failing to 
augment their carrying power commensurate with the demand a great deal 
of corn has been damaged on its way by the untimely rains, and great damage 
is inflicted on the dealers and great inconvenience and suffering on the famine- 
stricken people. Another disadvantage has arisen from this neglect of the 
railway companies. By their attempting to answer the unusually great demand 
for carriage with their usual establishments, a large number of accidents have 
happened on their lines, and some persons have been killed and wounded. e 
overnment receives its share of the censure for not compelling these co 
panies to increase their carrying powers and making them equal to the demand 


on them. 


The Rast Goftdr (44) of the 11th February contains a short leader, headed’ 


‘‘ Famine Experiments in Shol4pur,” in which it lays the responsibility of the 
deaths which are stated to have occurred of late in Shol4pur from starvation, 


at the door of the Government of India. After alluding to the assurance given 
‘by Her Majesty at the boeing of the Parliament on Thursday last, that no 
en to stop the progress of the famine and to avert 


means would be left un 
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dangers arising from it, the Rést Goftdér observes that India is highl ite- 
ba to cir Paaaieal or this kind assurance ; but the Government of Tad esta 
menced from even now to put off adopting the means = en of by Her ae. 
Majesty. Deaths from starvation have occurred at S oldpur ; there is no doubt 
of this. And yet the Supreme Government has written in its last despatch to 
England, that no man, nor woman, nor child would be allowed to die from 
starvation. In some quarters the cause of these deaths is admitted to be starva- 
tion; but it is explained in defence that the labourers on relief-works refuse to 
work and roam about, and thus they themselves invite death. The Rdst Goftdr 
admits this defence; but regretfully observes that Government has indirect 
contributed to the hastening of the deaths. It has reduced by half the wages. 
paid to labourers employed on ‘‘ civil agency” works, and has compelled them 
to subsist upon the reduced wages ; and hence numbers of labourers have refused 
to work, and complain that they cannot maintain themselves on so small wages. 
Again, Government sent out an order at the beginning of the last month that 
labourers should not be employed on a Sunday, and should not be paid any wages 
for that day. By this order fa the labourers suffer a great deal. It is true that 
on ‘‘ public works” the labourers get good wages; but they are obliged to work 


so hard that they prefer to starve rather than do such hard labour. In regard to: 


the reduction of wages, Government says that when they were not reduced the 
labourers could save two or three pice; and-hence they are given only such wages 
as suffice for their bare subsistence. But, observes the Rdst Goftdr, with the 
reduced wages a labourer has not only to maintain himself but about four mem- 
bers of his family, and, consequently, he has either to starve himself or make 
use of bad or rotten food which brings on disease and ultimately ‘déath. The 
Rdst Goftdr is also sorry to learn that the Collectors of the different districts 
have together spent sae 8 five thousand rupees up to the 18th December last, 
for the feeding of the helpless indigent famine-stricken persons. It calls this 
over-economy which could not liave given due relief to the numerous helpless 
persons suffering distress from the famine. 


The same, in referring to the news which has appeared in a Madras paper, 
that, on the expiry of his .term of office in April next, Sir Philip Wodehouse ‘will 
be re-appointed for a few months more to the governorship of Bombay, observes 


that Sir Philip’s order not to pay wages to the labourers employed on relief-works — 


for Sundays; his not convening as yet a public meeting in Bombay for eliciting 
private relief in aid of the famine-stricken people; and other unwise acts of a 
similar nature, make his re-appointment undesirable. But if he increases the 
reduced wages of the labourers and withdraws his order about the non-payment 
of wages on Sundays, his re-appointment will ‘be highly desirable. Sir Philip 


should, at all events, adopt immediate measures for preventing deaths from 


starvation which occur at Shol4pur. The Rdst Goftdr then expresses its dis- 
approval of the hard labour exacted from strong-bodied. labourers on payment 
to them of higher than the reduced wages. These labourers have become weak 
from half-starvation and other miseries they suffer, and they run away from the 


hard labour, being unable to perform it. The Rast Goftdr then gives an account — 


furnished by a correspondent of the Times of India and another writer, of the 


great miseries suffered by certain ryots at Sholépur, and of some deaths which _ 


have occurred among them from starvation, and observes that this account 
makes one shudder, and yet Government has not contradicted it. ° 


' 


The Yajdén Parast (46) of the 11th February also laments over the deaths 


which are stated to haye occurred from starvation in the Sholépur District. 
These deaths, observes the Parast, are stated to have occurred on account of 


Government having reduced the number of men employed on relief-works in that ) 


district and the rate of wages paid to the labourers. It ill becomes. the benign 
British Government to be so hard-hearted. The Parast, like some of its local 
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Native contemporaries, very much desires that a‘public meeting of the inhabit- 
ants of Bombay may be soon called for the purpose of obtaining subscriptions 
in aid of the famine-stricken people of the Deccan. This aid from the presidency 
town is much needed when the improper economy of Government has begun 
to produce bad effects and the sufferers need it so very urgently. 


Munterpalities. 


A correspondent of the Jéme Jamsed (42) of the 12th February complains 
that the Municipal lights in the town of Surat do not burn all night on dark | 
nights, as they-ought. It does not appear that the Darog4, or inspector of 
lights, goes about at night looking after them. Nor does it seem that the 
police has reported this condition of the lights to the Municipal authorities, 
or that ifany such report has been made, the latter have paid due attention 
to it. In the absence of lights in the latter part of the dark nights, thieves 
find it easy to move about and to escape unobserved. The Secretary of the 
Municipality is requested to give his attention to this subject and to remove 
the complaint. | : | 


The Akhbére Sowddgar (43) of the 12th » bea ast lays the blame of the 
appearance of cholera in Bombay at the door of the Health Department of that 
city. It observes that the neglect of. this department in the discharge of its 
' duty has brought on thisepidemic. There were some huts of the lower classes 
on the Modi Bay, the collection of filth in which produced this epidemic. Had 
timely attention been given by the Health Department to the cleanliness of 
those residences, it would not have appeared at all. Modi Bay is not the only 
locality where there are filthy residences. They are to be found on the whole 
of the ground in charge of the Port Trust Committee from Modi Bay to Ma- 

zagon. The epidemic has spread from the Fort to Dhobitaléw,‘ and the 
Sowdagar is afraid of its spreading further, particularly in the direction of K4é- 
matipurd, where the Municipal disinfecting machine is working and spreading 
‘bad smells round about. The Sowddégar recommends the removal of the machine 
from its present locality to some out-of-the-way-place. It also grieves over the 
non-existence of a “ Building Act” in Bombay. Had such alaw existed, the 
Municipality would have been able to prevent the erection of such residences 
as exist on the ground in charge of the Port Trust Committee, and which are 
unfit for human residence. The Sowddgar requests the Health Department to 


insist on the complete cleanliness of the ground of the Port Trust Committee 
which is in a filthy condition. — | 


The’ Yajdén Parast (46) of the 11th February is sorry to find that though no ~ 
necessity for the revival of the Contagious Disease Act was proved before the 
Town Council, yet it has resolved to re-introduce this undesirable measure into — 
Bombay, and, to make matters worse, it has determined to make the act self- 
supporting. 


_Some twenty-four residents of the Desdi’s pol, in the town of Surat, in 
their own proper names, address a communication to the Deshi Mitra (48) of the 
15th February, complaining that though they had complained before on the 
same subject, no Municipal lights are on some nights: lighted in their lane. | 


They now say that the lights of their lane sometimes burn so very dimly _ | 


that they prove of little or no use. Sometimes the lane is not lighted, at all. 
For instance, no lights were lighted on the 7th, 9th 11th, and 12th instant. 
They ask, how the light inspector-and the Municipal Secretary can allow the 
— contractor to act thus, and exhort the Municipality to remove their com- | 
piaint in this matter. : | 
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The Dnydén Chakshu 


pleasure, the establishment of 
- or alms-houses for the pecing of the poor, by 
at Poona, Ahmednagar, Nas 


e88 

and Pandharpur. ie Lipheces is . 

rdised for this very noble and timely charity. The Daydn Chakshu hopes | 
is Highness Mahdr4j4 Holkar will imitate this good example of his brother 

of Gwalior, and open an Annasatra at Sholépur for the benefit of the poor of 

that unfortunate district. 


7 7) of the 14th February and Dnydn Prakdsh (8) of 
the 15th February notice, with great 


Annasatras 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
«Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
| Poona, 20th February 1877. 
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The Public Administration. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 22nd dipetag in a leader, headed ‘‘ The 
Neutrality of the English Government, and the Expenditure in Support of the 
Christian Religion,” reproduces the old arguments against the policy of the old 
governments, persecuting the religions they did not believe in, and in favour 
of that of complete toleration, and very highly praises the British Indian’ Govr- 
ernment for following the latter wise and liberal course. The writer, however, 
states that this neutrality of the Government is not as thorough as it should be, 
inasmuch as it supports the clergy of its own Church from the revenues of the 
State, almost wholly levied from those who do not believe in that Church. . The 
arguments set forth and the statements made in the article, have again and 
again been employed by the opponents of the State Church system, and there- 


fore need no fuller notice here. 


The Arunodaya (9) of the 18th February ‘requests the great authorities to 
suspend the work of the legislative councils-of the Bombay and the Madras 
presidencies and of the Legislative Council of India, until the great faraine in 
- Southern India is over and the people are able to give their attention to the 
doings of the law-makers. At present the people of the two presidencies men- 
tioned above are too much distracted by the great-calamity from which the 
are so dreadfully suffering, to give any attention whatever to the work of their 
legislators. ‘To ask them to give their attention to these subjects is extremely 
unreasonable and cruel. Especially any legislation on such virtually important 
subjects as the jungles and salt, during such a time as the’ present, is extremely 
objectionable. The ostensible policy of Government.is to give a timely notice 
to the people of the legislative measures it wishes to enact,.and to afford them 
thereby an opportunity to express their views on the same. According to this 
policy, the present cannot be called, with any appearance of truth, a fit time for 
enacting any important legislative measures, so closely affecting the interests of 
the people as the bills regarding the subjects mentioned above. To pass these 
laws at this time is about as reasonable and just. as to pass a sentence on an 


accused person in his absence and without giving him an opportunity to say 
what he can-in his defence. : | 


A correspondent of the A’rya Warta (35) of the 17th February, but received 
on the 20th, states that there is a road between Dhulia and Chilisgaon. It is 


about 34 miles ; and on this road there are two toll stations. The road is in an . 


excellent condition, and is flanked by trees on both the sides. But its utility 
is considerably marred by the river Girna, which crosses it and which is not 
bridged over. The authorities several times thought of removing this public 
inconvenience by building the required’bridge, but the scheme has not been 
carried out as yet. It is not justor reasonable in the authorities to exact tolls| 
on the road, and not to render it convenient to the public. In the absence of a. 


permanent bridge, the authorities are in the habit of raising a temporary bridge | 
on the river in question during the fair season, for the use of the public. This 
year this temporary bridge even was not constructed; and, consequently, carts — 
and their drivers suffer much inconvenience and difficulty. Will the authorities — 
levy the tolls at a reduced rate, because no temporary bridge has been con- 
structed this year? Not at all. Government is very ca and zealous in — 
exacting its dues ; but it does not evince the same care and zeal in providing — 

) provide in return. The — 

© and just complaint of 
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attention of the authorities is drawn to: this 
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ie Rast Goftdr (44) of the 18th February opens with a short leader 
keaited © is ea i towards the Mahomedans,” observing that it is against 
the Mahomedan religion to enter a cas of worship of that religion with one’s 
shoes on, and yet in the mofussil “ Séhebloks,” by which term Europeans, East 
Indians and Parsis are meant, are to be seen entering masjids and dargéhs with 
their shoes on. The Mahomedans do not like this; and say that it so happens 
because ‘ the Séhebloks are the rulers of the country.” This reason means, 
that the Mahomedans consider it a zooloom on them to which they have to 
submit mutely. And, truely speaking, it is a zooloom; for the ahs Séhebloks” 
have no right to enter tle*sacred places of the Mahomedan religion with their 
shoes on. The Rast Goftér does not mean that Europeans shoul take off their 
shoes when entering the T4j Mahal of Agra, the tomb of Shek Salim Chisti in 
Fatepurshikri, the Moti Musjid at Delhi, and other dargahs, which are not used. 
by the Mahomedans and which are in possession of Government as magnificent 
works of old Indian architecture. It re means that if the English Govern- 
ment would do justice to Mahomedans, it should issue a strict order enjoining 
all Europeans to take off their shoes, when going to the masjids’of the Mahome- 
dans in use of those people, whether those buildings be small and insignificant 
or large and magnificent. Lord Lytton lost the good opportunity on the Ist of 
January last, of issuing some such order in regard to the buildings like the 
Jumdé Musjid of Delhi, and obtaining the heartfelt gratitude of four krores of 
Mahomedans in India. 


The same considers the failure of the Honourable Mr. Fawcett in Parlia- 
ment, to obtain the appoinment of a committee to examine the financial condi- 
tion of India, a success in itself. Though the motion made by “the member 
for Hindustan’ to+obtain a committee has failed, every time he appears for 
India he lessens the number of the’ opposition side, and increases his own party. 
On the question of the committee the honourable gentleman collected 123 votes 
on his side ; and this number was larger than he ever collected before on his 
side. 


The same once more condemns Sir Jamsetji’s School of Art in Bombay as 
‘‘a failure,” and requests the authorities either to —: it or to abolish it 
totally. At the public exhibition of this school on Tuesday last, Mr. Terry, the’ 
-head-master of it, stated that there were one hundred and twenty-two students 
learning different subjects ; and to some of them His Excellency the Governor 
gave prizes. ‘The number of attendance is good ; but the question is how man 
students has this institution sent out after the completion of their studies. ¢ 
. has been in existence for the last twenty years; and taking the average atten- 
_ dance at 100, a large number of iacneat students ought to have left it during 
this period ; but Mr. Terry’s report does not state how many out of the ex-stu- 
dents are fine painters, or artists of other descriptions. The Rést Goftdr is afraid 
that this institution is a failure, and the money spent upon it is a mere waste. 
Excepting a few signboard painters, wall-painters, curtain painters and stone 
cutters, this institution has not, within the last twenty years of its existence, 
sent out even one pupil who has been, if not a reputed, at least a well-known 
"smoage’ or artist of some other kind. The Rdsé Goftdr has received complaints 
m all sides that the teachers of this school do not shew any anxiety for the 
progress of their students in the higher arts. The students are made to learn 
the same branch for a very long time, and are not taught the higher studies. — 


The same contains a para under “local,” headed “A Di ful Act of 
Government,” in which it condemns the giving back to Richard William Marks 
(the carpenter of the ship Aurora, which he burnt in conspiracy’ with some > 


_ others, and for which offence he was sentenced to ten years’ imprisonment, ) the 
sum of rupees five thousand, which the culprit had received for the offence, and 
which Government had attached and hitherto kept in its own hands. Govern- 
—T, a (legal) advice that it could not claim this amount, and it, 
N P Ae te 
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therefore, gave its interest to Marks’ wife in England. On his release on the 
lst January in commemoration of the assumption of the Imperial Title by Her 
Majesty, Marks set up a claim to this amount, and Government has, after some 

hesitation, consented ‘to give it to him. Marks has gone to England, and he 
~ is to set up there a “ public house” with this money. Thus the Government had 
reserved this amount for being used for a wicked purpose. The Rdst Goftdr 
doubts whether a Native convict would have obtained this sum under similar 
circumstances. It is of opinion that the sum should have been paid into the 
public treasury. 


The Yajddén Parast (46) of the 18th February considers as unsatisfactory, 
the explanation given by His Excellency the Governor of Bombay on Thursday 
last, at the distribution of prizes to the students of the Byculla Indo-British In- 
stitution, with reference to his not as yet calling a public meeting in Bombay 
for raising subscriptions in aid of the famine-stricken people ofthe Deccan. His 
Excellency stated on this occasion, that a large portion of the sum sanctioned 
by Government for the relief of the famine districts and of the one contributed 
by private persons for the same object, has as yet remained unexpended, and 
that the famine has not yet assumed its worst form, which it may assume three 
months hence. If then, or say one or two months hence, an appeal is made to 
the public, His Excellency was certain of its being responded to very heartily 
and liberally. The reasons given by Sir Philip, observes the Parast, are very 
weak and lame. The accounts coming from the famine districts of the extent 
of the famine and the great increase in the miseries suffered by the people, 
prove that they are so. Government sanctioned about two lacks of rupees for 
giving aid to the helpless people of the famine districts, and entrusted it to 
the Collectors to afford this relief. Out of this sum about Rs. 17,000 have 
been spent. This small expenditure cannot be anything else but a result of 
the great closefistedness of the Collectors in affording due relief. For, while 
in the same period about three lacks of rupees have been spent from the funds 
collected by private subscription in rendering aid -to the heh less, the officers of 
Government have spent Rs. 17,000 only. Hence a large balance from the Gov- 
ernment fund for the support of the helpless, is no safe ground to defer the pub- 
lic — spoken of above. Again, Sir Philip is mistaken in supposing that 
a large balance remains out of the fund privately collected for the charitable 
relief of the distressed people. The fact is, that a large portion of it is spent ; 
and should no new addition be made to the fund, the charitable work of the 
relief committee will stop. Hence there is a great urgency for the public meet- 
ing being soon held.. But there is little es of Sir Philip altering: his 
_ opinion before his resignation of office; = the people must wait for the convening 
of the meeting till the arrival of Sir Richard Temple as the Governor of Bomhay. 

(The Jéme Jamsed (42) of the 20th February also again expresses its disapproval 


of Sir Philip’s deferring the public meeting in Bombay for raising subscriptions 


jn aid of the famine-stricken people of the Deccan. It also expresses astonish- 
ment at Sir Philip’s not thinking it a proper time for convening the meeting ; 
when, it says, distress in the famine Nistricts has considerably increased, the 
demand on private charity has also increased, and the condition of the distressed 
people js something hetween life and death. Were Government to-aid all kinds 
of pereene of the distressed provinces, there would be no anxiety; but it gives 
aid only to those who can labour on its relief-works, and leaves the work of 
helping the helpless and the infirm mostly to private charity, And, hence, it 
is Indispensable that the funds of private relief should be imcreased, and the 
proposed meeting ought to be called at once, The Jéme Jamsed also wishes 
an ppees to be made to England in aid of the famine-stricken people. It is 
confident of obtaining a hearty and liberal response from that country. It also 


thinks that the committee appointed by a public meeting for gollecting funds — 
nd. 


can alone make this appeal to Engla t'is afraid that, Sir Philip’s resolution 


deferring the convening of the meeting, will tell seriously on the funds from 
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private charity, and lead to bad consequences which it will be too late to 
mend.) = r ) 
A correspondent of the Samsher Bdhdédur (50) of the 16th February, but 
received on th e 18th, complains that though Government has passed an. order, 
that a cart drawn by two bullocks should not be laden with a burden more 
than kutcha thirty maunds, and one drawn by a mew bullock with more than 
 $ifteen maunds, several cartmen of this place (Ahmedabad) load their carts with 
more than sanctioned by the rule, and neither the Kaérkun appointed specially 
to prevent this kind of cruelty to the bullocks nor the police take any notice 
of it. There is a person at Ahmedabad who receives goods from the railwa 
station and delivers them to their respective owners, with whom he has made 
a contract forthe same. This contractor does the carrying work for a large 
number of dealers. He loads the carts he employs with burdens much heavier 
than sanctioned by the rule above mentioned. His own books will prove this 
fact ; and yet no one notices the great cruelty peorieres on the dumb creatures. 
The attention of the Police Inspector of Ahmedabad is requested to this matter. 


The Famine in the Deccan. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 19th February, in an article, headed “ Dis- 
appointment of a Public Meeting in Bombay in connection with the Famine,” 
er referring to the speech of His Excellency Sir Philip Wodehouse, in a 
public meeting convened recently in Bombay for the distribution of prizes to 
the boys and girls of Byculla School, observes that it would have been a very 
different thing had Sir Philip Wodehouse taken this grave responsibility of 
checking this public meeting, after having ascertained the real state of the 
afflicted provinces, not with the eyes of his subordinate officers, but by his own 
ersonal observation. But it is neither wise nor prudent for a man who spends 
hig.time in the princely palaces.either of Ganesh Khind or of Parell, in enjoy- 
ing rich dinners and other luxuries of a fashionable life, to take upon himself 
such a serious responsibility. But what responsibility is there in the real 
sense of the word in this matter? If any ryots of the famine districts die of 
starvation, there is not the slightest fear of Sir Philip receiving any punish- 
ment or getting any disgrace among his own people. Moreover, he is shortly 
to leave this country and go home to enjoy his place and pension in his own 
native place. Had the lives of Europeans been concerned in the matter, the 
Indu Prakdésh is convinced Sir Philip could. not have remained so quiet as he 
has been on the present occasion. His conduct has done much mischief to this 
presidency ; and it is difficult at present to say to what evil results it may lead. 
The Natives now must act independently, -and do what they can for the relief 
of their unfortunate fellow-countrymen of the afflicted districts. : 


The same, in another article, in noticing the Government famine narrative 
of the week ending the 5th February, observes, that trying to account for the 
decrease of the labourers on the relief-works during the week, the writer of the 
narrative remarks that the ryots of the Sholdpur District seem to have formed 
a combination and refuse to work on the civil agency works or on Public Works 
Department works ; and they have done so probably under the advice of some 
unknown persons. The writer in the Indu Prakdsh asserts that the causes sup- 
pose by Government are entirely groundless, and have no existence in fact. 


f these ryots were at all capable of acting in combination and at the instigation 


of any mischievous persons, they would not remain so quiet, and wait death 
from starvation, while in sight of such enormous quantities of corn at Sholdpur 
and other places in the district. Had they been like the christian population of 
England and other European countries, they would have created long ago great 
disturbances, and would have compelled Government to make better arrange- 
ments for their maintenance. But being true Hindus they are thorough fatal- 
ists, Pos a resigned to their fates, and patiently endure the hardshiy 
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they are put to. The Public Works Department admits only strong-bodied 
labourers, and those again in a limited number. It is, therefére, very natural 
that the poor ryots should feel averse to go to these works for their own mainte- 
nance, leaving behind them their old and infirm elders and their weak and 
helpless children to a certain starvation. The Indu Prakash hopes that Govern- 
ment and its officers will give due consideration to the real difficulties of 
the poor distressed ryots, and, without imputing to them groundless faults, 
relieve them, as far as possible, from the miseries they are suffering. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 18th February, in an article, noticing the 
Government of India’s second resolution on the famine, observes that in the reso- 
lution the Government of India declares that it does not mean to be economical 
at the sacrifice of the ryots. It regards saving the lives of the people as its 
duty, which it is resolved to perform at all expense and trouble. It will let no 
person die of starvation. It cannot, however, undertake to prevent all suffering, 
some of which the people must bear with fortitude. In this resolution Govern- 
ment promises, that arrangements will be made for saving the lives of such 
women and such men also who, from old social customs and caste notions, are 
prevented from working on the relief-works. The Opinion is grateful to the 
authorities for these merciful considerations, The whe Government is requested 
to make arrangements to carry out these instructions, if it has not done so 
already, Referring to the present reduced scale of wages given to the labourers 
on the civil relief-works, the Native Opinion, like other Native papers, denounces 
the rates as altogether insufficient for the maintenance of the labourers. The 
writer does not know on what ground Government has come to the belief, that 
one pound of corn is sufficient for the maintenance of a labourer and to keep him 
in health. The belief of Government is-evidently wrong. The people are iviae 
in the famine-stricken districts, and the deaths are attributed to cholera. Yet 
cholera, or properly speaking dysentery may, possibly, be the result of under- 
feeding or feeding the people on bad food. The writer also alludes to the non- 
employment of the labourers on Sundays, and observes that this rule means one 
day’s starvation in a week to the labourers on the relief-works. Referring to 
the remark of some English newspapers, that the giving up of employment by 
some labourers on the reduction of the wages shows that these péople are able 
to support themselves, the writer pronounces the inference invalid. 


The Duydn Prakdsh (3) of the 19th February devotes a very long article to 
_ the notice of the newest famine narrative submitted to Government by the 

Poona Sarwajanik Sabh4, and requests Government to consider that the views 
expressed by the Sabhd are also the views of the people at large whom that body 


represents. ‘T’he article gives a pretty full summary of the narrative in question. 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 19th February, in an editorial, headed “ The 
Fatnine and Government,” expresses views and makes observations on this now 
universal subject, very similar to, if not identical with , those which have appeared 


in other papers, and which have been more fully noticed in this week’s and | 


the previous summaries, | 


The Shubha Suchak (14) of the 16th February, but received on the 18th, in 
an article, headed “The Famine, Government and the Great Privations of the 
Ryots,” after briefly alluding to the wise and successful dealing with this great 
ony at its beginning by the Bombay Government, and to the praise it deser- 
vedly obtained both from the Indian’and the Home Governments for its wisdom 
and success, observes that the appointment of Sir Richard Temple as Special 
Famine Commissioner, created hopes among the people that this officer, who has 
achieved a great fame for his successful Bre 
advise Government to-adopt the same generous and humane policy in coping 
with the present calamity; and thus the British Government would add one 
more claim to the gratitude of its Indian subjects. But, unhappily, these hopes 


. 


with the late famine, would 
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have proved delusive, and the victims of the present calamity have to atone for 
the extravagance of which their rulers have been accused-in some quarters in 
their treatment of the late Bengal famine. TheF amine Commissioner recommend- 
ed a rigorous economy, which has altogether changed the policy of Government. 
The scale of wages on the relief-works has been excessively reduced, and several 
stringent rules regarding the admission of labourers have been made. The 
Shubha Suchak, like some other vernacular pa. accuses Government of loving 
money more dearly than its subjects, and of exercising economy only in the 
matter of saving the lives of the people from starvation, while it is extravagant 
in spending money to the benefit of its own servants, Animadversions like 
these have already appeared more than once, and do not seem to need any 


fuller notice over again. 


The Kalpataru (16) of the 18th February, im an article, headed, ‘“‘ The 
Famine and our kind Government,” laments over the great miseries and priva- 
tions endured by the ryots of the famine districts. Large numbers have aban- 
doned their houses, and gone abroad in search of food. Many villages have. 
been deserted completely or party by their inhabitants. Many respectable 
ryots being reduced to * Sv work as common coolies on the relief-works. 
Knowing full well of this horrible condition of its large and wide provinces, 
Government thought it proper to hold a grand tamdshé at Delhi ‘and spend 
lacks of rupees on it. hen the Delhi ceremonies were over, Government 
thought of the famine, and deputed Sir Richard Temple to the afflicted pro- 
vinces to do the needful. This officer made a run through the country, hastily 

athered information from different officers, arid made strange reports which 
Sons led the great Government to issue equally strange orders. Thoughtful 
people grieve at this strange conduct of Government. England, which has al- 
ready drawn so much wealth and continues to draw it from this country, ought 
to part with a small portion of it to save its starving millions during this ex- 
traordinary dire calamity, The writer also regretfully observes that the 
ministers of christianity, which its followers boastfully cal! the religion of peace 
and love and mercy, do not think it their duty to preach to their congregations 
to give a practical proof of possessing these virtues on this great occasion. 


_ The Dhdrwar Writt (25).of the 15th February, but received on the 18th, 
In an article, describes, at some length, the great miseries and excessive privations 
which the ryots of the Dharwar District are now ela Several people 
do not get food to eat foy three or four days together. ater is becoming 
more and more scarce, and cholera also has appeared in the district, and is 
committing ravages.among them. The ryots have become exceedingly poor ; 
and the. writer attributes this abject poverty of the ryots which renders them 
so helpless from the failure of crops for a single year, to the policy of Govern- 
ment, which has almost destroyed the whole manufacturing industry of the 
country and made agriculture unprofitable by enhancing the land assessment. 
After repeating these old remarks, the artiele concludes by an earnest appeal to 
the pity and humanity of Government, which is prayed to, save its subjects front 
this dire calamity. ay | 


’ 
1 
; 


- Municipalities. 


A correspondent of the Dnyén Prakash (3) of the 19th F ebruary,. writi 4 


from Kalyén, strongly accuses the municipal commissioners of that town of an 


utter and supercilious disregard of the feelings and wishes of the people. The 

butchers of the place are allowed to slaughter animals on a public and flay 

them there every morning, to the great ~ of the ngers. ‘The place is 
thy i 


also allowed to be made and kept very , to the detriment of the public 
health ; a matter to which the worshipful commissioners seem to be supreme 
indifferent. | 
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The Public Administration. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 25th February, in an article, headed “ The 
Cotton Frauds Amendment Bill,” after stating the origin of this law, observes 
that though the exceptional circumstances, which justified interference with the 
freedom of trade by the legislature, have long ceased, still the law continues in 
force ; and the present Bill is intended to.render some of its provisions more 
mild and to extend the Government duty, which is now levied on the cotton 
exported to Europe, to that consumed in the Indian mills. The writer then 


cursorily refers to the discussions which have lately taken place in the local 


Legislative Council on this disputed subject, and inclines to the views of the 
Honourable Mr. Graham and other opponents of the Bill. He wonders at the 
obstinacy of the Secretary of State for India in maintaining this obnoxious law 
in spite of universal opposition from the public. He also refers to the statement, 
which has appeared in the Bombay Gazette, that the Secretary of State persists 
in keeping this law in force, because the head of the Cotton Frauds Depart 

is a near relative of one of the prominent members of the India Council. .The 


‘Opinion does not know how much truth there is in this last statement. . 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 26th February, in an article, headed “ The 
Neutrality of Government in the Matter of Religion, and the Expenditure in Sup- 
port of Christianity, No. II,”: reproduces much of the argument, advanced by 
Dr. Rajendral4l Mitra of Calcutta in a lecture delivered by him before the 
British Indian Association, against the Ecclesiastical establishment. of the 


‘British Indian Government, and records its hearty concurrence with the views 
of the learned doctor. 


The Shubha Suchak (14) of the 23rd February, but received on the 25th, 
in common with some other ee newspapers, referring to the petition, 
recently made by the British Indian Association of Calcutta to the ageue d of 
State for India, against the reduction of the qualifying age of the candidates 
for the Indian Civil Service Examination, makes the usual remark, that this 
reduction is made in order to exclude virtually the Native candidates from these 
examinations, and that it does not become the generous British Government 
outwardly to profess to open the Indian Civil Service to the Natives, and then 
to render the concession nugatory by making such rules as amount to their 


virtual exclusion. 


ment — 


The Dharwar Writt (25) of the 22nd February, but received on the 25th, 


contains a leader, advocating the granting of remissions of the land assessment 
‘to the ryots of the famine districts. The usual arguments re 
pevesty of the cultivating classes, and the destruction of their cattle and other 
helps of their occupation, are all once more referred to, and Government. is 
prayed to give a due consideration to these circumstances and to adopt such a 
coursé as 18 beneficial to the interests of itself and of the ryots, ° , 


"The Swadesh Mitra (29) of the 26th February, in a leader, headed “‘ The 
Legislative Councils,” expresses dissatisfaction with the constitution and number 
of the eae councils, and suggests improvements according to 
its views. A ing to the present arrangements, there is always a majority 
of the Government members in these bodies; and, therefore, the interests of 
the people do not receive due attention in the framing .of the laws. In the re- 
cent discussion on the Cotton Frauds Amendment Bilin the Bombay Legislative 


Couneil, the Honourable Mr. Rogers openly declared that, though his private 
conviction was that there was no necessity for the Jaw in question, he, asa 
Government member, was obliged to. support the Bill. When the Cotton Frauds 
law was passed, the Honourable Mr. fucker, though ‘a Govetnment ‘member, 


opposed that law though it was « Government measure; and if that was th 


garding the .great. 


| 

| 
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; 


\ 
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‘case, why does the Honourable Mr. Rogers think himself obliged to support the 


Bill, against his personal conviction, simply because it is a Government measure. 
At all events, the Honourable Mr. Rogers’ declaration plainly shews the 
necessity of there being, at least, an equal number of independent members in 
these councils, that the interests of the people may be as carefully and zealously 
attended to. as those of Government in the making of new laws. Again, there 
are at present too many law-making bodies. One council, properly constituted, 
will do much better than the present number, as there was one at the time of 


. Lord Dalhousie. The Swadesh Mitra agrees with the Indu Patriot‘of Calcutta 
in thinking that the present arrangement, which was introduced under Lord - 


Canning, is not only no improvement but rather a step backward. Former! 

five judges of the old Supreme Court had seats in the Legislative Council. 
These judges were generally great jurists and p ste independent of Govern- 
ment. Owing to their presence the Government legal member could not have 
all things in his own way, as he has at present. These judges used to watch 
the interests and rights of the people very carefully. This independent element 
was distasteful to the arbitrary authorities, and, therefore, it was excluded from 
the new councils ; and to keep up the appearance of an independent and popu- 
lar element, a certain number of non-official members, consisting of Europeans 


and Natives, was admitted. This arrangement admirably answered the pur- 


| ee the authorities had in view. They can get now any oppressive measure 


egalized by the aid of these councils. The present legislators, no doubt, some- 
times consult the High Court judges ; but their opinions are attended to only 
when they happen to be favourable to those of the majority of our legislators. 
But when the fi h Court judges differ from the law-makers, the views of the 
former are set aside, as may be seen in the recent case of the Revenue Juris- 
diction Act, As to the Native Councillors, they are mostly only ornamental. 
If any of them happens to be a clever man, he cari do little: good - bein 
generally in the minority. ‘The people are asked to agitate this question, an 
use all gonstitutional means to get this necessary reform effected. 


. Phe Karndtak Wartika (33) of the 25th February eontains an article on the 
Civil Procedure Amendment Bill, now lying before the Legislative Council of 
the Governor-General of India. The writer regards this measure with great 
fear and uneasiness, and apprehends from it, if it passess into law, much danger 
to the rights of the people. One of the provisions of the proposed law lays 
down that if any party to a suit fails to produce a document or documents 
ordered by the Court, the Court may give a decision against the party, and may 
also proceed against him for disobeying its order. The Wértika observes that 
this. compulsion on a party to produce a document, is new and evidently un- 
just. Again, why should a party be doubly punished for disobedience? Is 
it not zoolum ? Another provision of this Bill proposes to inflict imprisonment, 
as a punishment for breaking ‘civil contracts. This provision is sure to prove a 
terrible instrument of oppression of the poor and the ignorant, in the hands of 
the rich and the crafty. According to this Bill, no suit against Government 
can be entertained in any civil court except that of a district judge. The 
Wartika does not know the object of this provision. Are not the Subordinate 
Native Judges, whom the Chief Justices of the High Court and other exer it 


jodicial authorities have publicly and repeatedly pronounced to be superior i 


alos of the law even to the Kuropean District Judges, competent to be 
entrusted with the decision of the suits against Government? The proposed 
provision not only unjustly lowers the Native Subordinate Judges in the eyes 
of the public, but puts unnecessary difficulties in the way of the ryots, who 
believe themselves to he wronged by the Government officials . 
pct redress by a ciyil suit. The provision will prove an encouragement to the 
high-handed conduct of the Government Officers. But the moat objectionable 
part of the proposed law remains as yet to be told. The rire proposed in 
the Bill are extremely unfavourable to the creditor class ; and if these pass into 
aNPI—3 : ee ' oad ‘i Bi 
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law in the form —— the trade of lending and borrowing will be almost 
annihilated. The f roposes that no higher rate of interest than six per cent 
per annum should be’ owed: Nay, in a certain description of cases the civil 


courts are given power to allow or not to allow any interest whatever. A 


decree must be executed within one year; the pay of Government servants 
and the houses of cultivators are made unattachable; unless it is shown that the 
whole debt could not be recovered by the first execution, no application for a 
second execution can be granted; unless the plaintiff proves that he has de- 
manded his money from the defendant, the costs of the suit are to fall on the 
former ; at present a debtor is imprisoned for two years, but this term has been 
reduced to six months only. These and other provisions which are inserted 
in the interest of the debtor will, in fact, do no good to him. He will find it a 
great deal more difficult than now to borrow; and, consequently, will suffer 
more. Thus these provisions instead of doing any good to the needy ryots, 
will do him much harm, and will also tend to increase fraud and dishonesty. 
Interference with trade can never effect any good object ; and our statesmen 
and legislators ought to be aware of this great truth. 


- The Guzerat Mitra (38) of the 25th February, states that some men in 
Surat divert themselves by throwing stones at each other during the Shimgé 
hokdays, and compel the residents of the quarters where this mischievous 
play is going on, to shut their doors and windows. There is also a chance of 
women and children being hurt by the missiles. The Inspector of Police is 
requested to prohibit this mischievous diversion. 


The Jéme Jamsed (42) of the 24th February, but received on the 26th, 
expresses its bag disapproval of the Cotton Frauds Amendment Bill now 
lying before the Bombay Legislative Council. It be aise the objections ad- 
vanced in the Council, and out of it several times before by the opponents of 
_ the proposed measure, and says that its views coincide with them. The cotton 
merchants of Bombay, the Bombay Government, and the Bombay Chamber of 
Commerce, each of them has expressed its disapproval of the proposed law, on 
the ground of its not being wanted at all. The last mentioned has gone fur- 
ther, and has observed that the measure, if passed, would be detrimental to the 
interests of the cotton trade. And yet the Bill is mtroduced into the Legislative 
Council, and is about to be passed. This strange proceeding has taken place, 
— because the Secretary of State for India wills it. When the Bill was 
introduced into the Council, not a word was spoken in its favour. Even the 


Government members of the Council felt ashamed to speak in its help. They 


_ declared that their opinions were against the measure, but since they were Gov- 

ernment members and the Secretary of State wished that the measure should be 
passed into a law, they could not help giving their support toit. This declara- 
tion of the official members of the Council shews that they are powerless before 
the orders of Lord Salisbury, to whose commands théy must mutely submit, and. 
must act against their own convictions. The number of the official members 
being greater than that of the non-official ones, the former overrule the latter 
by their majority. And hence the Bombay Legislative Council is merely a 
nominal body, and the real legislative is the Secretary of State, who resides at’ 


a distance of ten thousand miles from India. On these matters complaints were | 
made and a suggestion was put forth several times before this, that there was a - 
great necessity for making a suitable change in the constitution of the Legisla- | - 
tive Council; but nothing has come out of them. The Jéme Jamsed exhorts | 
peas of this presidency to make a movement for obtaining the desired change | 


their own good. ; 


V4 


The same, in another leader 1 ts the old and. ver often-made 
of the Native Press, to open an ameaedl school for a of ths residencies 


Of te country. The Jéme Jamsed commends the Madras Government for 
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tend in age numbers’ to obtain that eortedge: | i 
ed abo in their e presidencies. Oe a 
: np bepeinted by Government to inquire into “" condition of the Deccan a 
: Bape cima, among other measures, the establishment of these schools _ 
ve the amelioration of the condition of the agricultural classes, It says that - 
the rural population of the Deccan has been in indigent circumstances from a 
long time, and that they cannot raise sufficient produce from their lands to 
maintain themselves, and hence they fall easy victims to sowkérs or creditors. 
The mode of cultivating land followed three thousand years ago is said to be 
pursued up to the present time, and the a cultivators are ignorant how to ea 
manure and improve the land to their grea rofit. Added to these facts, the Ss 
consideration thatmore than half of the Frente ve krores of the Indian population 4 
- are cultivators, who contribute to the general revenues of the country twenty 
krores of rupees out of the fifty krores, the total Indian revenue, makes it highly 
desirable, for the good both of these people and of Government, that an im- 
proved mode of agriculture should be introduced into this country.. Some 
people do this class injustice by observing that they are quite regardless of their 
own interests, and would never learn the improved mode of agriculture. It is 
true that ‘the farmers are ignorant and disregardful, and do not direct their 
attention to the improvement of agriculture. But this does not mean that they 
are not desirous to obtain a knowledge of the improved mode of tillage. If it 
were so,”none of their class would attend the agricultural school at-Madras. 
There is another cause of their eae gardlessness in this matter.” And that is, that 
the land assessment is liable to frequent changes. They see that if they spend 
labour and capital on their lands, Government will increase the assessment when 
the time comes for them to expect remuneration from the sunken labour and 
capital. ‘Two of the members of the Deccan Riots Commission above mentioned, 
ant out the evil effects of increasing the land-tax at short intervals. Hence, if 
Eertanmant gives up the course of frequent increases in the land assessment 
and aablishes 's icultural schools throughout the country, the agricultural 
classes will turn their.attention to the improvement of their lands, and not fail 


to obtain a knowledge of the improved modes of agriculture taught in these 
institutions. 


The Rdst Goftdr (44) of the 25th February opens with a leader, headed 
a Councillors wit Double Conseiences,’” in which it notices the Honourable 
Mr. Rogers voting in favour of the Cotton Frauds Amendment Bill, now 
peeps Fs - the Bombay Legislative Council, though he holds an opinion : 

posed law. ‘T’he Honourable Mr. Rogers Was, observes the — <4 

Bist Gi Goftde,  Wreddent of the commission for inquiring into the working of 
the Cotton Frauds’ Act, and he then plainly stated his opinion that this Act 
should be repealed. In the meeting of the Council sitting to consider the new © 
Cotton Frauds Bill, the honourable gentleman says, “ he has ‘not altered in 
any way his former. opinion,” in regard to the Cotten a ? Act; and yethe | 
has voted in favour of the measure,-because the Secretary ’ State has ordered. 
that the Cotton Frauds Act should be kept in existence, cad: he 3 is a Government 
Member. Qn the Honourable Mr. Nécodé Mahomedally’s 
conduct of his honourable colleague, the Honourable Mr. Gibbs 
“it was amatter between private conscience and — ee 
The Rdst Goftér on niga of the conduct of the Hor 
as well as the explanation given about it by the Honourable Mr. G ib 
contrasts the cond at of the Tonourable Mr. Tucker, la “he em b . : 
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‘ernment of Bombay, who held to his private opini 

Cotton Frauds Act, which was enacted in the régime of 
six. ith that of the Honourable Mr. . ) 


The Yajddn Parast (46) ofthe 25th February also expresses its displeasure at 
the Cotton Frauds’ Amendment Bill passing its second reading in the Bombay 
Legislative Council. The Bill, observes the Parast, is advancing, notwith- 
standing the orbostion it meets with on all sides. The Bombay Chamber of 


Commerce, the Mill Owners’ Association, all the cotton merchants, and the public 
ress oppose it; but it seems that it will, notwithstanding this large opposition, 
inflicted on the people of Bombay: The partizans of the Bill expect that, as 

a law, it will effectually stop frauds in cotton: But their expectations are 
beyond the limits of reason. The Cotton Frauds Act of 1863 has been found 


to be quite useless as well as an impediment. to cotton trade, and yet the 


Honourable Mr. Ravenscroft wants to revive it with a few alterations. The Bill 
has met with opposition not only in this country, but the merchants of ag 
and Manchester also have expressed their disapproval of the proposed law. The 
Parast is glad that, with one exception, all 

Legislative Council have expressed their disapproval of the bill. 


The same, in noticing that the Honourable Mr. Rogers had to give a vote 
in favour of the above Bill, notwithstanding his personal opinion against it, which 
he had strongly expressed when he was the President of the Cotton Frauds 
Commission, Tiieven that this act of the honourable gentleman shows what 
effect an improper pressure from the rere, of State on the official members 
of the Legislative Council can produce. e honourable gentleman’s condi- 
‘tion is pitiable ; for he had to give an opinion against his own conscience. All 
the official members ought to submit a protest against any compulsion to 
vote against their consciences. So long as such a thing is not done, any Bill, 
howsoever improper, may. pass through the Council on account of the majority of 
the official members. | aes 


The Samsher Béhddur (50) of the 23rd February, but received on the 25th, 
in a short leader, headed. ‘* The Failure of the Proposal made by Mr. Hope,” 


expresses joy at the alleged veto of the Soreery. *. State for ge 8 iin ‘ 
e Government nadia, 


ombay Revenue Jurisdiction Act. Now-a-days ) 

observes the Samsher, shuts its eyes, and without attending to the sentiments 
and complaints of the, people, passes laws; but the course of appealing to the 
istic Ss State is open to the people. Accordingly they appealed to him 
against the Revenue Jurisdiction Act, and fortunately for them Lord Salisbury 
has rejected the L angaron law. The people are glad at this result ; but the 
; Honourable Mr. Hope, who introduced it into. the Council of the Government 
3 India, must be sorel Coapposnted. After mentioning that the Secretary 
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Government, the Ju (of the Bombay High C 

ced, and his bes. on the subject. wilk m: 
Sassi of India like the Honourable Mr. Hope, an gece of 
‘the Revenue Jurisdiction Bill, who are ical and always side with the 
Government. Probably, the Honourable . Hope has had Tittle to do with 
this measure; but some of his acts have been of such a kind that the peop le do 
not hesitate to = be harshly of him in matters in which that officer 1 is con- 
cerned, 


The Famine in the Deccan. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 26th February, in noticing the Government 
resolution of the 23rd February, observes that this resolution was made on the 
suggestions made by the Revenue Commissioner, Southern Division, in his 
letter of the 14th February, addressed by him to the Collector of Shol4pur, and 
a copy of which was sent to Government. After giving the substance of Mr. 
Robertson’s letter, the Indu Prakdsh observes that this resolution of Government 
shows that it is being convinced of the gravity of the distress eee in the 
Sholépur District. é writer wishes that Government had extended the same 
merciful measures to the Kalédgi and other similarly situated districté. When 
the proper time for convening a public meeting of ‘Bombay i in aid of the famine- 
stricken districts will arrive according to the opinion of His Excellency Sir 
Philip Wodehouse, is an independent question, which remains as yet to be 
solved. The Indu Prakdsh fears whether the nen humane resolution of Gov- 
ernment will be fully carried out in its true spirit,“ For there are many*Gov- 
ernment officials, even Natives, who are so mean "that they, in order to show 
their zeal and get the approbation of their superiors, exercise economy even 
in spite of Government orders. eres speaking, these selfish officials do not 
serve the true interests of Government, by saving a few paltry sums at the 
saerifice of the poor ryots and at that of the good name of Government itself. 
The wise and far-sighted superior officers are requested, therefore, to'keep the | 
above mean ! apatoctay of their official und erlings in due check, 


The Jagan “Mitra (1 0). of the 26th February and the A'ryé Warta (35) of the 
24th February, but received op the 28th, refer to the late merciful resolution of 
the Government of India stating that Government does not intend to exercise 
economy at the sacrifice of the Sian of the ryots, whom it orders the Bombay 
Government to make arrangements to save at all costs, ane oe whether this 
humane order will he carried oyt thoroughly and promptly. The Bombay 
Government is earnestly requested to give its attention to the fall carrying out 
_ of these benevolent fiakesenione of the Supreme Government. 


The Hitechohhu (20) of Kalddgi, of the 25th Feb in anarticle, headed 
“The Famine snd the Land Assessment,” repeats the npn sal, remarks, 
that the Anglo-Indian statesmen who coer and extended the British Indian 
empire, were wise and far-sighted. They understood the true principles. of a sound 
policy, and aeted according to them ; vf therefore, their names have become: 
— words in this country, But their successors finding themselves 
‘established, have ceased to he solicitous about the good opinion of th 
ws e. They only think of making a fortune in as short a time as they _ 
by serving in this country, and of home ‘to enjoy it. At the 
Mf ~~ of the present famine the authorities showed much interest i in the well-bein, 
: e distressed ryots, and commented relief-works for their pr 7 
pores itude of Government made a yery favourable i impression. on the . 


‘and had the same humane course continued, it would mere sqtgeon immeasurab! 
to the: pone ge Be of the Government. Bo mnhappily, the counsels of som: 
short-sighted nistrators have prevailed, “and the policy of | 
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has changed for. the worse. “We have from time to time 


Hitechchhu, “‘ what a ple think of the relief dopte « a 
ment. We will now make a few remarks on the Government order regarding the 
realization of the land-assessment this year.” Even old Native Governments, 
which Englishmen so much like to denounce as tyrannical, used to remit the 
land assessment, in years of drought, Justly gar) Government ought to 
claim the land revenue only according to the quality of the crops of the year. If 
the crops fail entirely, Government ought to remit the assessment. This year the 
crops‘have failed entirely. Neither the ryots nor their cattle have anything to 

eat.- Most of the cattle have perished. ‘The ryots also are suffering dreadfully 
from want of food. gg oe in*many cases, abgndoned their villages and 
gone in search of food. Even if the next year proves better than this in respect - 
of rain, the ryots have no means of tilling their fields successfully. They will 
have no seed to sow, nor cattle to plough the ground. The Bombay Govern- 
ment knows all this, and has recommended to give wholesale remissions to the 
afflicted districts. But the higher authorities residing at Simla or Calcutta do 
not seem to approve of this wise course. They. are, however, requested to give 
an earnest attention to this serious subject. 


The Jdme Jamsed (42) of the 26th February bestows high pews on His 
Highness Sindia for extending a liberal aid to the pid a. at en people of 
the Bombay and the Madras Presidencies. It observes that the Native Princes 
and Chiefs of this country are famous for extending their charitable hand to the 
unfortunate people of their own States or to those of ‘other princes who suffer 
from a famine or other dire distress ; and hence the people of this country are 
given to look for aid to their rulers, whom they consider as their parents. In 
accordancé with this merciful course, His Highness Sindia has subscribed: 
large sums in the funds raised for giving relief to the famine-stricken districts 
of the Bombay and the Madras Presidencies. In addition to this, the Gwalior 
prince has appointed his agents at several places, for feeding the really indigent 
and helpless persons who cannot support themselves. Accordingly, 1,000 in- 
digent persons at Poona, 500, at Pandharpur, 500 at Ahmednagar, 300 at 
Nasik‘and 200 at Trimbak are daily fed at the expense of this prince. The 
Jtime Jamsed exhorts the other Native Princes and Chiefs ofthe country to copy 
the good example of liberal charity set by the Prince of Gwalior, and relieve 
the-distress suffered by their countrymen of the famine-stricken provinces. 


The Yajdén Parast (46) of the 25th February is glad to see that the 
course taken by Sir Philip Wodehouse’s Government in | to the famine in 
‘the Deccan has again elicited approval and praise from the Supreme Govern- 

ment. An extraordinary sheet of the Gazette of India, published in Calcutta 
the day before yesterday, giving an account of the famine in the Bombay 
Presi ney; duly praises Sir Philip and the officers who are aiding him in re- . 
lieving the distress of the famime-stricken provinces. Sir Philip’s relief 
measures, with the exception of a few somewhat undesirable acts, have been 
satisfactory from the commencement ; and should the Indian Government not 
make any useless hindrance in the course adopted by Sir Philip’s administra- 


tion, there is every probability of His Excellency obtaining more laurel wreaths|| 


before his resij ation of office, by succes ; vn 7 the vais pabat 
through the ainksters by which thet are vinaeiead rhe he distressed 


Municipalities. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 26th February, writing 
from Kalyén, again complains against the Municipality of that town. There 
is &@ small tank, called. Dawji, at a consid@@ble distance to the south of the 
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asked the Mup ity | sue seein. alti wedi tank in a good and 
‘pure s Yet the worshipful Commissioners have, of their own ¢ , taken. 
Paml el eenllae @ mageane thie tat, and have kept'a guard over it to prevent 


i water being spoilt. - One can hardly refrain from laughing at this absurd 

xiety of the worshipful gentlemen. One morning some four or fivé poor 
Kiétwadies went to in “this pond, when they were apprehended by the 
Municipal peons keeping guard over the tank, and brought to one of the Com- 
missioners for being prosecuted. The writer considers it a : 
oppression on the poor i ie on the part of the Municipality. While the 
Commissioners are very slow in effecting any works really useful to the people, 


they thus squander the money wrung from them upon mck absurd shdavtakinae 


The Guzerat Mitra (88) of the 25th February regrets to notice the deatli 
of Mr. Péndurang Bélkrishna, the Secretary of the Surat Municipality, ‘who, the 
Mitra observes, was both an able and experienced Engineer, and a competent 
English scholar. This latter qualification is seldom to be met with in Native 
Engineers. His great energy in the discharge of his duties, and his conciliatory 
disposition, endeared him to the people of Surat, who are sorry for his untimely 


- death. The deceased received large pay. “Considering the indebted condition 
of the Surat Municipality, it is not desirable to a sere point a new Seeretary on the’ 
e 


same salary as was received by the deceased. salary of the post may well 
be reduced to 300 rupees, at the place should be given to Mr. Revue; the 
Inspector of Sanitation, Mr. Heyne was formerly the Captain of a steamer, _ 
is well acquainted with some of the work of the Secretary of a’ Munici 

He is also energetic and of a good disposition. It is true that he had, 
guileless and simple disposition, inflicted on the Corporation a loss of rupees Bo 


thousand ; but he was fined for this fault ; and his subsequent careful discharge of © 


his duties cugnt to make the Corporation forget his condoned fault. In case of 
Mr. Heyne’s appointment fo the Secretaryship, an Engineer and a Sanitary 
Tnspeetor may he appointed, each receiving a salary of one hundred rupees. The 
proposed arrangement would benefit the Corporation, and would, at the samejtime, 
do justice to the elaims of Mr. Heyne, who has long served the Corporation. 


The same states that od ro of the Fire Brigade of Surat were drunk and 
could not work so well as shonjd, at the ee which oecured at nine in the 
evening of Friday last, in yf higstaléw, and it was through the great exertions 
of the uther employés of the Murseipality and the polige that the fire was extin- 
chen, The superior officer of the Brigade is requnsted to prohibit his 1 men 

being’ drunk. , 


‘Phe Surya Prakdsh (3 MG 9) of the 24th February, but sihidived on the 25th, 
in noticing the death of Mr. Pan durang Balkrishna, the Secretary to the Surat 
Municipality, praises the deceased for his great abilities and epergy, and observes 

that the Copporation will find it. difficult to get snother equally good and experi- 
- paced officer to fill his place. The Surya Prakdsh then states that it is reported 
that the deceased was in debt to several persons connected with the Municipality: 
These creditors of the deceased intended to claim their money from the representa- 
tives ef the deceased ; but it is now said that, on their becoming aware that if they 


came forward to recover their money, they would probably be made to cease 
ims. The object 


connection with the Corporation, they are not pressing their 


of . these le in ac ethene must he 2 
with the Co Car rporation oo thereby enable 


rently to continue their connection 


matter, and, if the aho yementioned , np Ye. to discontinue the connec- 
tion of the ‘creditors of the d Menton err: He is | 
nekeod 1 de fale Se ip Sehetoes of the 9 if arte 
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great and useless. 


emselves to recoup their loss, The | 
Surya Prakésh requests Mr. Pratt, the Copchos of Surat, to enquire into the| 
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coal ‘poveoingf penayl it : while wokiurt bas Sar Scones a t culnanis to the ° 

Kématipurd, Grant Road, rele ng Khetwadi, and other neighbouring 
Teoalitios of that quarter. ‘The Municipa lity of Bombay is requested to remove 
this machine outside the populated Fmt limits of the town. 


Railways. | - 


‘The Hitechehhu (40/ of Ahmedabad of the 22nd Februa , but received on 
the 25th states, that some ropes are tied on' the railway station at Ahmedabad. 
A mixed train leaves this place early in the morning while it- is dark, and 
pow ple eannot see these ropen in the’ dark and' get a fal from them, and they are 


urt and their luggage is injured. The station master is requested to remove 
the ropes. 


The Bombay. Samdchdr (41) of the 26th February, in’ noticing the recent 
accident which occurred at Coorla to a train of the G. I. P. Railway, resalting ‘ 
in the immediate death of a Parsi guard of the train ‘and the serious wounding 
of a Portuguese who was a him, observes that @ similar 
accident ha a few weeks ago at Kalydn dn, avd i in it also a Parsi was: 
killed. It ts to ogee : that for several nivonthes past serious accidents have 
become common on this railway line, and they still happen. The main cause - 
of this bemg, the case appears that, the railway authorities do not take due 
notice of sueh accidents, and get the persons, through whose carelessness or neg- 
oecur, duly punished. - The law ha enacted severe punishment 
for such. culprits ; but it is not known that they have been made to suffer it. 
For instanee, it was said thet the fault of .a European engine-driver brought on 
the accident at. Kalyén ; but it is not known as yet what steps have been taken ~ 
in regard to the aceused, either by the railway authorities or the police. It is : 
really ineomprehensible why so much delay has been made in this case. It is 
certainly unjust both to the public and the railway itself, if such accidents are 
3 over because European servants of the railway are the cause of them. | 
plbcchetnasn: gdb is water’ ntly leads to new accidents, as are to be 
on this railway. The Sam Samdchdr exhorts both the railway autho- 
ritiee and Government to take a due noticé of the persons through whose negli- 
gence such accidents happen. It ako t es this opportunity to advise the 
railway campa = Bd to pe freely Native engine-drivers in place of European 
ones, through ency the accidents so frequently occur ; because, it be- 
lieves that at the hhanils of the former so many mishaps would not happen. 


, +. KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
| | Reporter on the Native Prem, | 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
i Poona, 6th March 1877. 
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a oe Be The Public Addevinisindtion. 


The Fede: Prakash a) of the 5th March opens with a leader, headed He: ‘Sie 
Richard Temple, our Governot-elect.” Our présidenc oy $8 , says the writer, is about 
to. its ruler. In these days, every new great o generally ‘makes the 
people th a 38 predecessor was a bétter man ; and, peek to this general 
experience, th ple are anxious to see whether the ‘same rite holds in 
the case ia tan Governor. Sir Richard is an India-made man. He has 
achieved his name by his Indian career. He has no experience whatever: of 
ro administration ; and, therefore, cannot have any predilection for Eng- 


ir play or for English li . Moreover, he has received his training as 


2 si nfs Mw under.the old Punjaub regime—a regime notorious for its 
arbitrariness and ic exercise of power. All these antecedents of our 
Governor-elect, fill the og of this presidency with anxiety. The career of 
our present Governor, hilip Wodehouse, is soon to be closed, and he is to 
return to his native land. He cakuet be expected now to take ‘much interest 


_ in the affairs of the country, which he is soon to leave for ever. He was never: 


remarkable for any independent and energetic action; and to ex it from 
him now, on the eve of his departure, is is aieee ther absurd. His defe the 
convening of the public meeting of the inholivtants of Bombay in aid of the 
famine in the Deccan, is attributed to his alleged want of interest in the welfare 
of the millions entrusted to his care. Then returning from this digtession to 
the subject of the article, the ‘Indu Prakésh observes, that the influence of our 
future Governor has commenced to be felt even now. Notwithstanding the 
notorious poverty of the ae ryots, and notwithstanding the great famine 
from which they are so severely suffering, Sir Richard has thought it proper to 
advice the Govérnment of India not to ale the land assessment of this year 
to the afflicted districts. This does not augur well for the welfare of this presi- 
dency. The writer then gives a detailed account of the official career of Sir 
Richard. The writer admits the ‘great abilities, the rare untiring energy, and 
other powers of a Richard. But he accuses him of time-serving and too readil 
scontunonating his views and conduct to the inclinations of his superiors, and, 
Lord Wor Of inconsistent conduct. At the time of the Bengal amine, when 
orth oak wished that no man should die from starvation, Sir Richard, 
who was entrusted with the work of saving the distressed, was so profuse of 
expenditure, and the measures adopted by him for the relief of the Siitresia 
were so thorough, that it heey ‘doubted in some quarters whether there was 
‘any famir hard was accused of squandering the public mon ey 5 
but the: same ‘Sir Richard ie turned the greatest advocate of pit ire and the 
stingiest of men on the océasion of the present famine. This sort of inconsis- 
| tency in a ruler is extremely to the deplored. 


The Sudha Suchak (14) of the 2nd’ March, but received on the 4th, referring | 


to the Bills, one 1 ing salt and the other concerning jungles, observes that 
the rules. and regulations already rasan. on these two subjects have been 


causing so much annoyance and misery spl, that and ms are ta. || \ 
with so much disfayour and odium by the peo one Rene h 


anxious when one hears the authorities to legislate more on these | 
_ great subjects, What can be the object of t the okie inate of these Bills? Are 

these measures intended to lessen the | annoyance and misery of the people, or to 
augment them ? The soca conduct of Government, and particularly the fame 
the Honourable Mr. Hope has achieved, render it ve ‘doubtf that the’ met 
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jungles 


the cultivators, is once more repea , , "as 
ment from the cultivator, it’ is bound to give him the necessary facilities for 
the success of his labour. Government is requested to bear this matter in mind 
in carryiig out the: above Bill. The Shubha Suchak also repeats its old and 
often-reiterated request that the poorer ryots who formerly used to have a free 


those of the Konkan, require the use of 
, or the successful tilling of their fields, and that the existing prohibi- 
tory rules of the Forest Department injuriously interfere with the occupation of 
As'Government receives the land-assess- 


access to the public jungles and gathered, free of charge, such forest Pere. e 


as wild nuts, underwood, &c., but who are now prevented from doing so, 
should be allowed that old indulgence. ‘The loss to Government would be ex- 
tremely insignificant ; but the gain to the poor would be very great, if Govern- 
ment would generously comply with the above request. 


The Khandesh Waibhaw (17) of the 2nd March, but received on the 6th, in 
an article noticing the Cotton Frauds Amendment Bill, repeats the remarks often 
made against this measure by other vernacular papers, namely, that it unneces- 
sarily and injuriously interferes with the freedom of trade, and adds to the 
State expenditure, elisedty too heavy to be conveniently borne by the country ; 
and that itis undertaken and persisted in by Government, in spite of universal 
and strong opposition, sim rn to serve the interests of the cotton mill-owners of 
England, at the sacrifice of those of the people of this country. 


The Karndétak Wartika (33) of the 5th March has another leader on the 
Civil Procedure Amendment Bill, now lying before the Legislative Council of 
India. The late Lord Ellenborough, one of the Governors-General of India, ob- 
served in his deposition before the Parliamentary Committee of the year 1852, 
that the Legislative Council was a standing committee for making incessant 
ch : if His Lordship were to arise from his grave and see the three or 
four legislative councils, actively: working at the legislative mills and sending 
out their handiworks year after year, it is difficult to say what he would say 
of these bodies. Had this play of our law-makers been innocent, we would 
have allowed them to enjoy it to, their hearts’ content. But, unfortunately, it 
is not so. What is play to them, is death to us. Their bantlings inflict on 
us great inconvenience, misery, and annoyance. No sooner does an honourable 
gentleman take it into his head that a particular law would be an improvement 
on the existing state of things, than he brings a Bill before his colleagues, and 
deliberation ensues. Fixity is one of the essential qualities of good laws. But 
our laws incessantly change. Unknown principles and maxims are perpetually 
brought in, to the great annoyance, confusion and discontent of the people. The 
men of the profession, namely the judges and the pleaders, are not better pleased 
with this constant change. Their old knowledge and experience become use- 
less, and they are doomed to perpetual study. ‘The people of this country are 
sometimes accused of a love for litigation and of creating much work for the 
courts. _Butthe real cause of the evil, is the ever changeable character of our 


laws. The ay also leads to strange differences in the opinions and views 


of our judges, and, consequently, to the failure of justice in several cases. One 
of the great jurists has observed, with regard to the English laws, that the over- 


_ activity of the legislature has increased the laws to an inconvenient bulk, and | 
_ has also led to their imperfect state. The remark applies with-ten times greater | 
force to the legislative bodies of India. -Here the executive enjoys the supreme: 


power in the legislative councils, It is the executive which has_the power of 
imtroducing a Bill into a Legislative Council. The law-member of the Govern- 
ment of India changes every five years; and every jew law-member is naturally 
‘ambitious to leave a mark of his hand, or rather mind, on our statute-book. 
Moreover, most of our law-makers are foreigners, and live here onl 
years. They or theirs are never likely to be affected by. their handiwork. Réje 
iwldl is said to have observed to Sir Henry Maine, that had Government 
de it compulsory on every law-member of the Viceroy’s Council: to settle in 
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this country after his retirement from the service, and to have a real estate here, 
the pensioned law-members: would have themselves declared whether their handi- 

: food or reliminary remarks the 
Wartika proceeds to notice the main subject of the article. It asserts that the 
Civil Procedure Amendment Bill was drafted about 12 years ago. During this 
period it has gone before four select committees. Each of these committees has 


made alterations in it. The most important changes it contains have been no- 


ticed in the last number of the Wérttka. These have been made by the Honour- 
able Sir A. Hobhouse.. The honourable gentleéman’s term of office is soon to 
expire, and he is yery anxious to get it passed befcre he leaves this country. 
The Bombay and the Madras Governments have informed the Government of 
India, that they have no time just now to deliberate and to give their opinion 


on this important measure, fraught as it is with so many radical changes. The 


Bill consists of 654 sections, each of which requires close study. ~ Even the Select 
‘Committee required several months to examine and report on it. If this-be the~ 


case with the experts, the ordimary public surely must need a,much longer time, 
to understand this intricate and big Bill and to express its views on the same. 
Again, it requires to be translated into tlie several vernacular languages of the 
country; and before the translations are published the general public cannot be 
expected to know of it. All this must be done,.or ought to be done, if the 
measure 1s to be passed in a regular and proper course. Add to this the import- 
ant circumstance, that the greater parts of the two presidencies are just now 
suffering from one of the most dreadful calamities, a wide and dire famine. Both 


the Government and the people of these presidencies are too much occupied 


with the thought of this visitation,to give their attention to any thing else. 


Properly speaking, this is no-proper time to think of such a Bill, which ought to 
be set aside till the present calamity is over. But our law-member thinks more 
of his ambition than of the convenience of the people. The writer is afraid the 
great influence which Sir A. Hobhouse enjoys in high quarters will enable him 
to out his point against all opposition. He, however, requests His Excel- 
lency the bbewabe to use his strong common sense; and, if he does so, he will 
at once see the obnoxious charactér of the measure, the principal object of which 
seems to be to enable the dishonest and the prodigal to defraud their creditors 
with impunity. The honourable law-member has once brought discredit on the 
Legislative Council of India, by inducing it to pass that iniquitous and unpopular 
law called the Revenue Jurisdiction Act; and the Council is about to aor 
itself a second time to similar obloquy, by yielding to the advice of the law- 
member and passing the obnoxious Bill. The article concludes with earnestly 


calling on the public to send a strong protest against the measure. 
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observes the Jdme Jamsed, is of a fit gentleman in a fit place. There is not the 
least doubt that everybody who knows Mr. Maclean will be glad on hearing 
of this nomination. He is an intelligent and impartial writer, who, without 
reserve, freely exptesses his senttments, and does not fail to animadvert upon 
the improper acts of the authorities. He had strongly commented on the acts 
of the authorities anent the last Mahomedan riots in Bombay, and expresses 
noble sentiments on every public question. (The Akhbdre Sowddgar (48) of the 
same date, but also received on the 5th, expresses similar sentiments. Mr. 
Maclean, says the Sowdigar, is well. known for a long time past to exert himself 
a great deal in demanding popular rights ; in eoreneye an improper use being 
made of the public money, and in increasing the splendour of Bombay ; and his 


services deserve a far better recognition of them t the chairmanship of the 


Town Council. Ged tea) will be 'glad at his appointment to the chairman. | 


ship. The Rdst Goftdr (44) and the Yajdén Parast (46) of the 4th March also 
express great satisfaction at this appointment by Government. 


The same of the 9th March opens with a leader, headed ‘Lord Lytton 
and the Native Press.” That His Excellency the Viceroy pays due honour to 
the Native Press of this country, was best proved by His Bios ency’s inviting 
the editors of that Press to the recent Imperial Darbdér at Delhi, and the hos- 

itality given them on this occasion will never be forgotten by them. His 

: ta ip, besides being a liberal administrator, is himself a poet and a public 
writer ; and His Excellency has fulfilled the expectations of the public by duly 
appreciating the labours of publie writers. After these preliminary remarks, the 
Jdme Jamsed expresses great pleasure at seeing that His Excellency has ordered 
translations to be made of the elegant and splendid accounts given i the Native 
Press of the recent Imperial Assemblage at Delhi. The Native Press also saw 
the desirability of these accounts being translated for the information of the 
authorities, particularly of His Excellency, who has done great honour to it, that 
its sentiments, which are written in languages not known to the authorities, may 
reach their ears. The Native Press has not only admitted the necessity of the 
Imperial gathering at Delhi, but has expressed expectations of the country 
deriving benefits from the assemblage. It has also, in giving accounts of the 
Imperial gathering and its opinions in regard to it, published its sanguine 
loyalty to the British Empire, to the Empress of India, and to her family. This 
heartfel t expression of loyalty will silence some of the English papers which 
justly traduce the Native , by charging it with disloyalty to the English 
rulers. It will also be of great use to the British Government in silencing the 
calumnies which some of the pa of other European countries, particularly 
of Russia, raise against the British rule in India. It isa free and independent 
expression, brought out by né exercise of influence or pressure by the authori- 


ties, and on that aecount is the more valuable. 


The Yajddén Parast (46) of the 4th March ohserves with regard to the Cot- 
ton Frauds Amendment Bill, pending in the Bombay Legislative Council, that 
the Indian Penal Code renders due aid to those who find themselves injured by 
any frauds in cotton, to get themselves righted; and yet a new Bill is being 
passed for creating “a Restiniett and for leyying a tax on cotton for meeting 
the expenses of that department. This is very unjust. Moreover, the Bill is 
being earried through the Council with the support of the official members, whose 
private opinion disapproves the proposed law. The Bill'when passed into a law 
48 sure to prejudice the people against the work of the Legislative Council, which 
18 | dry ing it under the above-mentioned unfavourable circumstances: The Se- 
cretary 0 


his sanction to this new law. ee 
‘The Satya Mitra (59) of the 4th March contains No. 11 of the series 
articles it has been writing of late, with the object of proving the. unsuitabilit 
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State for India is requested to consider this matter well before giving . 
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Pérsi community, and of demanding appropriate and suitable pes. pe re 
law. _ This 78g the Mitra salemdtate, wack estas 33, 34, 36 and 37 of the 
Act, reproducing comments which have been many times made by it and other 
' writers, and several times noticed in the weekly report. 


The Famine in the Decean. 


‘The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 5th Match, in an article, headed “ The Fright: . 


ful Form of the Famine,” observes that the famine has commenced to wear 4 
es Op penset People. have begun to die from exhaustion and starvation, 
both in the Bombay and the Madras Presidencies. As the hot season advances 
and water grows scarcer, the exhausted people will succumb sooner to death. 
Referring to the deaths from starvation at Shol4pur, reported by the correspon- 
dents of the Wative Opinion (2) and of the Subodha Patrikd (24), the Indu Prakash 
observes that, if this be the ¢ase at the Sadar Station itself, the condition of the 
out-of-the-way — ean be many conceived. The praiseworthy and coura- 

us efforts of the Sérwajanik Sabhdés of Poona and Shol4pur shew that matters 
ors come to a crisis in those districts. The Poona Sérwajanik Sabhd, in its 
fourth famine narrative, has delineated the true picture of the condition of the 
people of the afflicted districts, and has respectfully made several humble 
suggestions to the Bombay Government, but Government does not seem to 
have given as much attention to these suggestions'as they deserve. The evil 
has*grown too serious to allow delay, but Government cannot be prevailed 
upon to give any better attention to their representations. Under these 
circumstances, the Sérwajanik Sabhds of the places mentioned above found 
themselves constrained to ¢ their complaint to the highest authorities, 
namely, the Secretary of State for India and the great English nation. There 
was ho time to send the representation though the post, and therefore they 
were obliged to have recourse to the costly telegraphic wire. They are 
said to have spent three hundred rupees in sending this telegram to England. 


In making this complaint against the local authorities, the petitioners have — 


not only incurred a large expense, but run the risk of the displeasure of the 
powerful local authorities. ‘They could not have done all this for the mere 


pleasure of doing it, but have been forced to take this step by the gravity of. 


the occasion. The authorities have issued plentiful paper resolutions; but it 
is hard to believe that these resolutions are strictly and fully enforced. The 
Government of India has devolved the responsibility of disposing’ of the two 
gravest questions on the local Governments of Bombay and Madras. The 


wages given at present to the labourers employed on the relief-works are too’ 


scanty to maintain them in health and working condition. The labourers are 
fast losing their health and dying; and yet the authorities seem to be indiffer- 


ent to the evil. The other complaint is that, though the ryots are suffering the 


greatest distress, Government, instead of granting them remissions, is makin 
every effort to exact the assessment from ia Nothing can be-more cruel an 

hard-hearted than this proceeding of the Government." It now remains to be 
seen what redress the poor ryots get from the great fountain source, the gros 
Home authorities. Though all this agitation is made in behalf of the Shold&pur 


District, it should not be supposed that the distress is much less severe and. 


grave in the other afflicted districts. The districts of Kalddgi and Dharwar are 


GP eeg to be in the samesad predicament. A Dharwar correspondent of the 


ative Opinion (2) states that stitched leaves, used as plates to eat food from, 
and thrown into the gutters or Municipal dust-bins, are taken up, and the crums 
of food stuck to them are licked by wretched poor ons to appease the 


of hunger. 
h : | . 


beings are now reduced to do it.. Whose heart will not melt with pity 
rh baring this account of misery and woe? But our christian and enlightene 
»vernment coolly hears these tales. Our European authorities seem to have 
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interest. If theryots died, how would our Government get its revenue? But: 


the most astonishing of all things is, that the city of Bombay, which is so justly 


famous for its munificent public charities, and ‘which has,spent thousands of 
rupees for the relief of the distressed people of other parts of this country,’ and 
even of those of foreign lands, should sit quiet and look helplessly on the extreme 
sufferings and even deaths from want of food of the ryots of its own Mofussil. 
The article concludes with a brief substance ofthe telegrams sent by the above 


Sabhds to England. : 


A eorrespondent of the same, writing from Bij4pur, describes the great suf- 
ferings and distress experienced by the people of the Kalddgi District. He 
icularly shews the insufficiency of the wages now given to the labourers on 


the relief-works ;- how these insufficient wages are rapidly leading to the ex- 


haustion and death of the ryots; and what inconveniences are produced by the 

- distinction of the relief-works into the Public Works Department works and 
civil agency works, to the labouring Bs ulation. The communication ends by 
praising Mr. Hogg, the Collector of Kalddgi, for his humanity and for the in- 
terest he takes in saving the lives of the poor and the helpless. : 


A correspondent of the Native Opinion (2), writing from Sholdpur, observes . 


that if one looks only outwardly, he will think that Government has made the 
most satisfactory and complete arrangements for the protection of the famine- 
stricken districts, and will say that there is no fear whatever of any persons 
dying from starvation. Public works have been opened for the relief of the 
able-bodied people. The civil agency works provide for the old and the infirm. 
Small children are fed gratis. ‘There are poor-houses established for the benefit 
of the sick and the helpless. Inspectors are appointed, whose duty it isto move 
about in the districts from village to village, and to see that no one suffers from 
starvation. Strict orders are ‘given to the village officers to relieve at once, if 
they discover any persons suffering from starvation. Great officers are appointed, 
with large salaries, to supervise these generous arrangements. All this appears 
satisfactory and complete to a superficial observer. But if one looks more closel 
and examines the actual working of-these arrangements, he will see that the 
‘ result of these arrangements is not as satisfactory as one expects. The people 
not only endure much suffering, but some have died, and others are on the way 
to death, from want of proper feeding. The arrangements made by Govern- 
ment for the relief of the distressed are defective in their working. Relief 
works have been opened, but the wages given to the labourers employed on them 
are not enough for their maintenance. It is a plain fact, that an able-bodied 
labourer requires two pounds of corn daily for feeding and maintaining himself 
in health ; and yet Government persists in doling out to him only half that 
qnantty. _ The consequence is, that the labourers are growing weak and sickly. 
gain, those who have children to feed do not get themselves even half fed. 


They eat only a few morsels; and try to appease their hunger by drinking too | 


much water. They are also obliged to live in the open air in a jungle, and 
suffer from the inclemencies of the weather. Though food is distributed to the 
infirm and the old, yet many persons do not get any share in this scanty charity, 
and roam about, in vain, in search of food. They seldom succeed in drawing 
the notice of the great Government officers. Even able-bodied persons. often do 
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something else. A man, named Bépu bin Jiw4ji of Rampur, died, Saturday last. 
The writer saw him for two or three days before he died. He appeared to have 
been extremely reduced from want of food. On an inquiry, his surviving family 
told the writer that they arrived at Shol4pur about.15 days ago. For the first 
three days they got nothing to eat. On the fourth day they sold a copper pot 


for four annas, and bought some corn. The deceased ate at.once two or three. 


cakes, and fell sick. He got a little dysentery, and died in the course of a week. 
This account will show whether this death was caused by starvation or not. If 
such cases occur in Sholépur, where the Revenue Commissioner, the Collector 
and his Assistant reside, the case of the out-of-the-way villages may be easily 
conceived. so § 


Another correspondent of the same, writing from the same place, gives a 
similar account of the state of the sufferers of that unfortunate town. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 5th March, in an article, headed “ Sir 
Richard Temple’s Opinion on the Remission of the Land Revenue,” observes that 
since Sir Richard’s appointment as Special Famine Commissioner, he has submit- 
ted several reports on the famine. The Government of India is also publishing 
fresh information on this sad subject every week “in the Gazette of India. Be- 
sides this, the Bombay Government also publishes every week a large sheet on 
this subject. Thus, as far as information is required, we may be said to have it 
now in a sufficient quantity. But whether all this information leads to any 
very useful result, may be fairly doubted. Government, no doubt, takes sincere 
trouble in gathering and publishing this information. But the writer in the 
Dnyén Prakésh cannot say that the information obtained by Government is 
entirely reliable. Several of the officers who supply this information to Govern- 
ment, try to shew that the districts under their respective charges are well 
managed, and the ryots thereof well cared for. It is extremely natural in these 
officers to show to their superiors that they perform the duties assigned to them 
very satisfactorily. They cannot be reasonably expected to turn out their own 
impartial critics. For instance, Government has issued explicit and strict 
orders to all officers in charge of the famine districts, that no person should be 
allowed to die of starvation ; but it is now becoming plain that several officers, 
in order to escape censure in the matter of the above order, are withholding 
. from Government information of the true condition of the ryots of their districts. 

And if this be the case in a matter which can be easily proved by the evidence 
of the census, what can we say regarding matters which can never be directly 
proved but must always be inferred. Every man is liable to err, and Govern- 
ment officials are no expection to this general rule. Yet if a man is diligent 
and eareful in the search of truth, his inference may arrive very near the truth. 
But the writer is sorry to observe, that the Government officers do not make the 
necessary efforts to arrive at the truth in connection with the famine. For 
instance, there-were three different inferences as to what would be the number 
of the labourers on the Government relief-works on the lst March last. Accord- 
ing to the Bombay Government, there would be 750,000 persons ; Sir Richard 
Temple estimated the number at 540,000; while the estimate of some other 


officers was that the labourers would amount to 577,500. But the actual number 


on that day turned out only 248,902. This instance will shew, with what care 
and ence the official inferences are drawn, and how far. they come near the 


truth. The correspondence which has taken piece between the Government of 


India, Sir Richard Temple and the Bombay Government, supplies: another in- 
stance in support of the above charge of carelessness and want of conscientious- 
ness against the Government officers. Sir Richard advises the Government 
of India not to sanction the remission of the land-asseasment of this ye: Ae ne 
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: 


afflicted districts. The Dnydn Prakdsh is astonished at this advice, 


Richard given any attention to the real condition of the afflicted d. 


= a 


stricts or to 


” pee?) eee Ar See = a * E> 6 = 
ae 4 tt... 2h = eae Pe ee ad PO : z 
oat a ge kN eR fay . et ag ots rae . 

a Ng” RO phen PONY arena eile “ee apy 0 tg Cee 


SS Be 
af = ie Fs 


eh Ae 6 Sat iF ee ep ‘a fs gars a ¢ = 
ST aiaen Ce ae ee ee eee ace Same Set Bon Pat Pte gee Pot : 


y : . * . . ’ 
a 4 * 
i oh ee : m 3 ; . 
was oe ny ; y : ‘ 5 ved 

0 Whe 

¢ 


t 
tg me tin $e ‘ 7 . 


ay 
’ a. | - ; . 
| . 
y 2:5 —_ . ‘ 
: ’ 
* . 
A : ; ” J 
7 r * a . 
a ; e 
> Ls , : 
» . 
* “ : . 


‘ > e+ 7 
‘ ' ‘ [3° ‘ 
. . ¥ ta f° ‘ 4 4 * : . 
ek ; =~ ’ See: ; a 3 « 
§ ARLE Se te od ; Shel 
: y’ . ' . : © . . *. 
) ; - e ‘ . P ‘ A : “ 
* 7 , 
ri 4 na . :? } 53 ; : 
‘ f ‘ . _ 4 . é | rw ae 4 
“ys a " - ys 4a a i . ” ¢ ~ + ie . 
4 ba . 
‘ o ° 4 
“ 7 . . A yy J . 
: 
1 : 7 ; * ® 
A e * aa . * vg : 
o ; 
¥ ’ ; ’ 
> : A » . 5 . ; « 4 ‘ ; 
é ° 
ts é . ; : } 4 ° . ‘ 
4 } .* , 
° wh sé P . “ a : 
yA <=. . . . ‘ ‘ : * 
— : . 7 —_ : ° 
: > . > e % 
i ae “ 8 : , ' : 
: ‘ *- Ok 8 * ; * . . 
1 ; 
! , : 
- é ed ¢ ; 
: 
= ‘ ‘ 
* +3 7s e . + ’ f 
>. . b ’ 2 a 
re ° a . ’ r ° 
. y .- _ j ° " 
e Pa 


te 3 ae ; 
Pe Rrra we <P 
that a? Se 


MS 4 


: 


eu tees ye >? 
r\3 ¥ 


G ery a . : : ; 


it ra 
ey fe 
ras: hia! g A 


> -,. A ae 
2 PA ity Py 
ns He Pe as 
“it 


10 . : 
the reer ious ‘by the several Collectors thereof on the sbjeot, and had he 


studied ort of the late Deccan Riot Commission, he would never have 
thought of aaking such a recommendation. The writer then briefly refers to 
pos mmendations made by the several Collectors of the afflicted districts 
, remissions, and to the reasons on which they are based, and observes 
thet Sir ee toned yet sets aside these recommendations, and advises the Govern- 
ment of India not to forego the assessment of this year. He thought, however, 
that ifhe recommended the immediate realization of it, the public, and even the 
reme Government, would be startled at his suggestion ; and, therefore, he 

di not make that suggestion. He suggests that the assessment should not be 
altog ether remitted ; but that its realization should be deferred for a year or 
seg in the course of which the ryots will be able to recover from the effects of 
Sa resent calamity, and to pay off the arrears of this year. The reason which 
as led Bi Sir Richar to make this strange suggestion, seems to be that he could 
= make up his mind to advise Government to forego a revenue of half a kror 
of rupees. Ifthe Special Famine Commissioner really believes that the plentiful 
rains of one or two pec will enable the ryots to pay the assessment, not only 
of those years but of this year also, he is much mistaken. Those who know the 
ryots of the Deccan well are convinced that these ryots will require several 


years to recover even that condition in which they were before the appearance ~ 


of the present famine ; and though nobody wishes to see Government sustain- 
ing a loss in its revenue, all thoughtful persons find themselves constrained to 
say that the only wise course for Government under the present circumstances, 
is toremit the assessment of this: year. The Deccan is notorious for fitful 
seasons. Rains never fall there plentifully and seasonably for any number of 
years. Good and plentiful years are arare phenomenon there. The late Riot 
Commissioners relate all these facts in their able and valuable teport. Thg 

writer also refers to the notorious and great poverty of the ryots ; to their eq nal? 
ly notorious and great indebtedness ; to the acknowledged haairhael of the Send 
assessment ; to the wide destruction of the agricultural cap ital of the peasantry ; 
and observes that, under these circumstances, a free and unconditional remission 
- of the land-revenue of this year is the only wise course Government should 

adopt i in the interest not only of the distressed ryots but of its own treasury. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Sholdpur, after relating the great 
miseries of the poor ryots thereof, and referring to some deaths which have 


recently occurred there from. starvation, and ‘to the carelessness and apathy of, 


the Government officials in the matter, eeegery praises the latter and cen- 
sures the former. 


ee correspondent of the Subodha Pairika (24) of the 4th March, also writing 
from Shol: ipur, gives an account of the great miseries and sufferings undergone 
by the distressed ryots at that place. This- writer also refers to a number of 


deaths which have recently occurred from starvation there. 


‘The Bombay Samdchdr (41) of the 6th March contains a leader, ‘headed 

. «< The New Arrangements in regard to the Relief Works of the Current 

Famine, and the Evil Conséquences thereof.” The Samdchér alludes to the im- 

portant services rendered by Sir Richard Temple in the last Bengal famine, and 

the happy results which attended them in saving the ea a a 

from not onl: death from starvation but from ta. the miseries. th and 

observes that the news of Sir Richard’s 8 appointment as the Famine Commission- 

the Bombay and the Madras peeaegieiee, gladdened the hearts of all 
with th the hope that the Commissioner would not. pie ring about 1 

) happy resul tie crowned his labours in the I ‘ 
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have happenec in the distressed 
great surprise in regard to Sir 


vinoes of the Madras Presidency, 


surpri ichard’s famine work, and have 
public to alter their views regarding the Famine Commissioner. 

- Soon after Sir Richard’s visit to Shol4pur, complaints in to the arrange- 
ments Ray aieesacne sponge him arose from every quarter, and thousands of poor 

starving persons lost their employment and began again to roam about. Sir 

Rie ‘went to the Madras Presidency, and thence also. sad accounts are 
coming. ‘These are the evil results of his new and improper arrangements, the 
three principal ones of which are, that a great increase is made in the labour 
exacted from the labourers on the relief-works ; a great decrease is made in the 
rate of wages paid to them ; and children whose parents are alive, are not paid 
any subsistence money. These arrangements have made the labourers unable 
oan unwilling to work, and large numbers of them are dying from starvation. 
Particularly women with one or more children cannot maintain theniselves and 
their young ones. If the mothers try ‘to feed their children, half-starving 
themselves, the children soon become orphans; if they neglect them (the 
children), the latter fall easy victims to starvation. e- Samdchér exhorts 
the authorities to relieve the distressed labourers from this pitiable condition, 
which cannot long continue without thousands of them soon dying from great 
pangs of starvation. Sir Richard and the authorities appear to have been fright- 
ened by the charge of ag prodigality, brought. by certain persons against 
them in regard to the relief given by them in the last Bengal famine, But that 
charge was not proved, and neither Sir Richard nor the authorities have recei- 
ved any censure for the alleged prodigality. Hence it does not become them 
to be frightened by the false sein and it behoves them to adopt the same 
liberal policy as successfully saved the people of Bengal, in regard to the famine 


in the Bombay and the Madras Presidences, and to save the distressed ryots 
ofthese Presidencies from death. 
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<The Guscrat Mitra (38) ofthe 4th March repeats the frequently mado pl 
plaint, that the municij ts of the town of burn on account of 
 & P oe not being well | d that though. this complaint been made 


several times, the municipal comfnissioners have not removed it. The work of 

lighting the town is done by a contractor. Though complaints were made 
| lis work, he is allowed to continue to doit badly, He had the support 
the Secretary, who was in debt to him and who, very naturally, did not ex- 
pose his short-comings. After regretting the inattention shewn by the Commis- 
sioners to the popular complaint ih this matter, the Mitra recommends that the 
work of lighting the town be done departmentally after the expiry of the pre- 
sent contract. oe, | 


The Surya Prakdsh (39) of the 8rd March, but received on: the 4th, also 
recommends the bestowal of the of the Secretary to the Surat Menicigelity, 
, the 
good 


fallen vacant by the death of Mr. Péndurang a, on Mr. Heyne 
Sanitury Inspector of the same municipality. The Prakdsh gives the same goc 
character to the Sanitary Inspector as was given to him by the G@uzerat Mitra 
(38) in its last issue, and makes recommendations ing the reduction of 


the pay of the of the Secretary and other arrangements similar to those 
made by the Mitra. : 


a“ 


Railways. 


The Guzerat Mitra (38) of the 4th March has heard that Mr. Fernandez, 
the Stationmaster of Surat Station of the B. B. and C. I. Railway, is a brother- 
in-law of Mr. Rozario, the Superintendent of the porters on the same station. It 
requests Mr. Dux to enquire into this matter, and, if the Stationmaster is a 
near relation of the Superintendent as stated above, to transfer one of them to 
another station. It is both discreet and safe not to have close relations servi 
in one and the same office, and Government has wisely adopted this rule. Tt 
would be well if the authorities of'the B. B. and C. I. Railway followed the same 
wholesome rule, ' 


Native States. ' 


» The Guserat Mitra (38) of the 4th March complains that great delay occurs . 
_in the dispensation of justice in the Baroda State. Even at Baroda itself it is 


not easy to get a hearing from the Diwan, nor can justice be soon had. A wahi- 
watdaér of one of the mahdls has two thousand cases lying with him undisposed. 


of. The judge of one of the Géikwédi towns does not pay due attention to his 
_ duties. — The Mitra thinks that the work of improvement in the Baroda adminis- 

' tration has been delayed by the Diwdin employing, instead of Gujardtis, a e 

number of the Deccanis who are unacquainted with the country. It has 

heard that at the commencement of the year 1877 materials worth about = 
thousand rupees out of those made over to Mr. Hill, the engineer entrusted wit 
completing the Nazarbig, were stolen. Some of the stolen materials have been 
found ; but some others, a correspondent of the Guserat Mitra, on whose authority | 
some of the above information is given, states, may be found in the houses of 


some of the superior employés engaged on the works going on at Nazarbég. 
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Office of the Dirtctor of Public Instruction, 
. Poona, 13th Match 1877. 
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The Public Adevinigivation 


| The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 12th March opens wha an editorial, “ hesded 
bo Praiséworthy Exertions of the Poona Sérwajanik Sabha in behalf of the Famine- 
stricken Rysts.” While, unhappily, both Government and the public are rather 


cold in thetr sympathies towards the famine-stricken ryots of this Presidency, — 


it is very gratifying to see the Poona Sérwajanik Sabha put forth every exertion 
in its limited power in behalf of those unfortunate sufferers, It is to the very 
great crédit of the Sabhd, that it’is steadily exerting itself in collecting all trust- 


worthy information it. can, regarding the true.condition of the famine-stricken 


: howe and-putting it, from time to time, before Government and the pe ublic, 


regardless of the abuse which it gets from several thoughtless officials and some 
narrow-minded European sditoes: for its disinterested and public-spirited labours. 

If Government will. wisely bestow due attention on the representations of the 
Sabhd, it will be better able to bring about the object it professes to have, 
namely, the proper relief of the distressed. Had not the-Sabha taken the 
trouble to refute the baseless, but very mischievous, theory propounded by some 
officials, that the wretched ryots were on a strike and acting on the advice of 
some unknown mischief-makers, there was rio chance of the delusion ever being 
corrected. Let the Government employ its own agency if it likes, and gp onc 

impartially whether what the Sabhé asserts is right or wrong. As the 

landlord, Government is bound to give as earnest an attention to the subj an 
as its great importance entitles it to. After these remarks, the Indu Prakash 


gives the substance of the last famine narrative submitted. to:Government by 
the above Sabhd. 


The Arunodaya (9) ot the 11th March, in an.article, headliod *¢ The Opinion 
of Government has now become the Law,” referring to the Cotton Frauds Amend- 
ment Bill now lying before the Bombay Le gislative Council, observes that it 
is rather saoaliting that the Cotton I tee Act of 1863, which was passed 
simply in the interest of the cotton mill-owners of Manchester, and which the 
experience of subsequent years has proved to be a measure leading to much 
oppression, should again come before the Bombay Legislature for amendment 
and modification ; and that though most of the independent members have voted 
for the abolition of the Act, and though several of thie Government members 
even disapprove of it in their private opinion, the latter have given their votes 
in favour of this measure in spite of their consciences, —_ because the 
Secretary of State for India wants the Act to remain in force! . While a dis- 
cussion Was going on about this Bill, the Honourable Mr. nase - to 
have observed, that if the Council pass the Bill in question in of love 
experience and recognized principles, simply becanse the Secretary of rE State 
India wishes it, then the Secretary of State’s will, will become our sign" and our 
Legislative Councils will be nominal bodies. crested to register that officer’s will. 
Does not the Honourable Mr. Rogers know that what he states as a contingency, 
is a real fact? The people know fora long time past that the will of the 

of State is our real law, and that our Legislative Councils are nominal 
bodies created to register and give effect to that will. Asa great obstacle to 


the trade of this country, the law in question is naturally disliked by the Native 


merchants ; and though it has been made in the interest J the people of Manches- 
ter, the English merchants carrying on the trade of this country di 


of it and have tried to get it repealed. Thus, most of the members wer ' 


majority, wotd the bot xy ; yet the a sca opinion of th form th 
m , voted in favour of it, preferring to ur er Secretary 
of Bate befor the dictates of their own. ee egisiators are believ 
on the ple, “Does the abe ve conduct of our legislate 
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bound to eupport the views of the Secretary of State even against their own 
convictions? If they are, what is the necessity of giving a casting vote to the 
Governors and Presidents of the Councils? The general belief among the 


people is, that the English Government is the Government of the laws by 
conscientious and independent men ; and it is this peculiarity which makes the 
English Government so very superior to all the old indigenous Governments. 


But, conduct like the above is not calculated to keep up the above wholesome 


popular belief. Englishmen have been constantly teaching us, that the judges 
appointed under their Government are conscientious and independent men, 
who, without any regard to the position of any party, whether he be a prince 
or a peasant, pronounce their judgment entirely according to the evidence brought 


before them and according to their unbiased conscience. This high judicial - 


principle delighted the people of this country, and secured their confidence and 
regard for the Government which brought that principle into force. As the 
people came more and more in contact with the English people and understcod 
their ins and outs more thoroughly, they were forced to see that the English 
Judicial Courts were not, after all, so very excellent and independent. The 
evident banning of the English Judges in many cases, shewed to the people that 
to assert that these Judges always act independently, is very far from truth. 
Thus, neither our Judicial Courts nor our Legislative Councils are so very con- 
scientious and independent, as they ought to be and as they are represented to 
be by the admirers of the Englis ministration. And if these two great 
institutions, on the excellence of which the superior merit of the English admi-’ 
nistration principally depends, turn out to be defective, what remains in the 
English constitution on which its advocates should base its claim to a moral 
superiority over its predecessors and comtemporaries? The old Native Gov- 
ernments are reproached, for under them the will of the king was the law of 
the land. But does the present Government essentially differ from those Govern- 
ments? Under the latter the people were to obey the will of the king only as 
the law. But under the former we are obliged to accept as the law the will, 
not.of our good sovereign, but of a minister who changes generally in the course 
of four or five years, and who, living at the distance of several hanitied miles, 
cannot be expected to possess much intimate acquaintance with our condition 
and affairs, What do our English masters think of this state of things ? 


The same, in another article, headed ‘‘ Specimens of Mogaldi under the 
British Rule,” relates the proceeding of Mr. Kirkwood, the Joint-Magistrate of 
Jesore, in the Bengal * aetgge © A horse was found as 4 stray animal and 
put into a Government pound. The owner of the animal not appearing within 
the necessary period, the horse was put up to a public auction, and was bought 
for 104 rupees by the official in charge of the pound. The owner of the horse sub- 

uently appeared before Mr, Kirkwood, and charged the official with violating 
_@ Government rule by buying the horse himself. The official confessed his 
offence, and was fined in the sum of rupees 50 and with dismissal from service. 
The Magistrate also ordered that the horse should be sold again and the proceeds 
be paid to the owner. There was a difficulty for carrying out this second order 
of the Magistrate ;. because before the decision of the Magistrate the horse was 
sold by the pound official to a third party, who wanted to have his money 
refunded if the horse was to be sold again. The learned Magistrate pondered 
a little over the difficulty, and summoned the pound official before him, and 
ordered him to pay 18 rupees more to the man to whom he sold the horse, as 


arefund. The official pleaded his inability to obey the last’ order, as he had | 
no money to pay On this the Magistrate asked him whether he had any 
of his in that town ; and on the man’s replying in the affirmative 


uaintance 
and naming an agent of a jaminddr, the Magistrate ordered his. subordinates 
to find out this acquaintance and to bring him before him. When this agent 
_ arrived in the Court, the Magistrate ordered him to deposit 10 rupees in 


of the pound official, The man pleaded that he had no money with him,’ nor 
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did he know why he was bound to deposit any sum for the official in question. 
The Magistrate, however, would not listen to any plea whatever, and ordered 
the agent to deposit the shawl which he wore on his person; and the unfortu- 
nate man found himself obliged to comply with this unjust and tyrannical order. 
He is said to have instituted since a civil and a criminal action against the 
Magistrate for the recovery of his shawl. The Arunodaya reports another case 
disposed of by this whimsical Magistrate, which, if possible, is still more pre- 
posterous. A man was accused of stealing a stuffed wrapper before Mr. Kaurk- 
wood; who convicted him and sentenced him to receive 30 stripes. But a 
medical man being consulted on the matter, he gave his opinion that as the 
accused was an old man, it would not be advisable to inflict the flogging on him. 
The Magistrate thereupon commuted the stripes into two years’ rigorous 
imprisonment. The Magistrate was, however, very desirous tbat his original 
sentence of flogging should be carried out, if possible,.if noton the real offender 
upon some body else ; and he began to think how that should be dune. His 
sense of justice could not reconcile him with the idea of inflicting that punish- 
ment on one entirely unconnected with the offender. He, therefore, enquired 
whether the old man had any relations ; and on being told that he had a son, 
the son was at once summoned. The Magistrate must have reasoned in some 
such way as this. A son inherits the estate of his father ; he is also held liable 
to the father’s debts. A dutiful son also shares the misfortune and sorrows 
of his father. Then why should he not receive the stripes to which his father 
is condemned by the law? Mr. Kirkwood, accordingly, asked the son whether 
he was willing to receive the stripes in behalf of his father, and to prove to. the 
world that he was a good and dutiful son. The young than consented, and 
thus the law was appeased! The Arunodaya asks, have such proceedings really 
occurred under a British Magistrate in the vicinity of the principal seat of His 
Excellency the Viceroy ? The writer also refers to the recent doings of Mr. 
Kalrwood: at Chitegong, which have made so much noise and for which he was 
transferred from Chitegong to Jesore; and after making some comments, asks 
again what do our Government and our legislators think of these doings? (‘The 


Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 12th, March also makes similar remarks on this subject.) 


The Shubha Suchak (14) of the 9th March, but received on the 11th, in an 
article, headed ‘The Christian Religion and a Useless Expenditure (saddled) 
- upon. Us,” joins some of its vernacular contemporaries in censuring the British 

Indian Government for maintaining an Ecclesiastical Establishment, for the 
benefit of a comparatively small number of Christians of a particular denomina- 
tion, from the revenues derived chiefly from the heathen populations of this 
country. The arguments and statements made in support of this censure, have 
repeatedly appeared in the Native Press, and have been noticed several times 
more fully in these weekly summaries. The agitation lately made in the colony 
of Ceylon for the abolition of the State Church thereof, which seems to have 
revived the discussion on this subject, is referred to by the Shubha Suchak, and - 
the Native public is advised to follow the example of Ceylon and to agitate. 


The Jéme Jamsed (42) of the 10th March, but received on the 12th, observes 
that the Anglo-Indian Press complains that the Pioneer newspaper of Allahabad 
enjoys the particular good favour of Government, inasmuch as it the 
earliest information in regard to administrative measures, which the others get 

afterwards from it. This great favour to the Pioneer has led the public to believe 
it to be a Government organ. The Anglo-Indian Press, in complaining agains 
this special favour to the Allahabad weekly, demands the same favour to itself}; 
and its demand is proper and just. The Native Press also has a similar com- 
plaint. The departments of Government communicate to the English Press 
alone important information about administrative measures and occurrences, 
which it is highly desirable the Native public also should learn at the earliest — 
opportunity. As an instance in point, the Jdme Jamsed states that whenever 

accidents occur on the railway lines, information about the same is comm 
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“cated by the railway authorities to the English Press alone, and the Native 
_ Press is exeluded from the same favour. On the occasion of the last flood at 


Ahmedabad, the authorities of the B. B. and C. I. Railway communicated - 


information about the occurrence to the English Press alone; and the Jéme 
Jamsed failed in its attempt to obtain the same information direct from those 
authorities. The Native Press very frequently runs into error on account of its 
being thus kept in the dark. The Native Press is exhorted by the Jdme Jamsed 


to make a due representation to Government about this grievance of it, and 
continue to do so until it is removed. 


The Rast Goftér (44) of the 11th March disapproves of the opposition 
raised by the money-lending classes of Bengal to certain provisions of the Civil 
Procedure Bill extending protection to the agricultural classes from their credi- 
tors. The Bill in question contains provisions for investing Civil Courts with 


authority to order the payment of interest after the filing of the suit, at a rate . 


which it may think proper, though the creditor may have been entitled to a 
higher rate, and not to order the payment of a higher rate than six per cent 
interest after the date of the decree; to order the liquidation of a debt of a 
eultivator by instalments, with or without interest during the period of ligui- 
dation ; to order the liquidation to be made in twenty years even, if the Court 
thinks it desirable ; to refuse, with the permission of Government, to sell certain 
lands of agricultural debtors if this is thought desirable. The Bill also contains 
provisions for giving the agricultural classes the benefit of the insolvency law, 
and authority to the Civil Courts to arrange for the same. Against thése pro- 
visions the money-lending classes of Bengal have raised opposition. A public 


meeting was recently held by the British Indian Association of Calcutta, which | 


is more an association of the Jaminddrs of Bengal than of the general Native 

ublic ; and it has made along petition against the Bill. The Jamindars of Bengal 

ave grown rich with the earnings of the cultivators, and are equal in their hard- 
hearted exaction of interest on their capital, to the Marwddis of Western India ; 
and they may be aptly styled the Bengali Mérwddis. Not only in Bengal but 
allover India the money-lender is a curse on the cyltivator. It is true he 
accommodates a cultivator with capital; but, in return for this accommodation, 
the latter is made a slave for generations together. The creditor charges 
exorbitant interest, and in course of a short time eats up the debtor’s whole 
property and ruins him totally. The Bengali Marwddis who take advantage 
of the ignorance and folly of the cultivator, by lending him money to get a 
daughter married or to celebrate the anniversary of a deceased mother, may 
take great credit to themselves and consider themselves a great blessing to the 
cultivating classes; but the parental British Government will not take the 
matter in that light, and will protect the ignorant cultivators from their hard- 
hearted creditors, | 


The Yajddn Parast (46) of the 11th March also is glad to learn that His 


Excellency the Viceroy has called for detailed translations of the opinions, 
expressed by the Native Press in regard to the Imperial gathering of the Ist of 
January last at Delhi. In calling for them the Viceroy, observes the Parast, has 
done justice to the Native Press. This justice is really very valuable, when a 


cry is rajsed to curtail the liberty of the indigenous press. The Natives will 
not be a little glad to learn the above news. The due appreciation of the © 


Native Press is sure to lead to good results, 


The Fami ne in the Deccan, 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 11th March, in an article, headed “The 


Famine,” observes that the second resolution of the Government of India on the in 


famine, which declares it to be a duty of Government not to allow ai 
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afflicted districts. This resolution, however, will make the minor Governments 
less careless than they would have been otherwise. The Government of India 
is not cc Ho increase the rate of wages reduced at the recommendation of 
Sir Ric emple. The Indian Government, being assured by the Govern- 
ment of Bombay that the rates are sufficient to feed the labourers, is unwilling 
to interfere in this matter. It has given the authority of makin 


a change 
therein to the local. Government, and has, consequently, devolved the respon- 


sibility of continuing the same rate on that Government also. At present the 
brunt of the calamity is felt in the Sholdpur District; and how dreadfully the 
ots of that unfortunate district are suffering from the visitation, is related bY 
the Native Opinion’in its last issue. The Government of India has published, 
for general information, some statistics regarding the famine in this presidency, 
in a recent number of the Gazette of India. After giving a brief summary of 
this paper, the Opinion observes that the information given in the Gazette of 
India is, no doubt, authentic, as it must have been derived from the officers of 
the afflicted districts. But it may be doubted, whether these district officers 
get all the information available regarding the real state of the ryots of their 
istricts. European officers have seldom any other connection with the ryots 
except the official; and, therefore, they never get a close and intimate know- 
ledge of the condition of the Native population of their districts. Being great 
sahebs they are not accessible to the people. Moreover, being foreigners they 
cannot be expectdd to listen patiently to all the accounts regarding the state of 
the har Again, they are interested in representing to their superiors that 
the districts under them are in a good condition. Taking all these circum- 


stances into consideration, one may be allowed to doubt the accuracy of the 
official information referred to above. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 12th March, in an article, headed ‘‘ The 
Dangerous Consequences from the Reduction of Wages,” observes that it is ex- 
tremely important to inquire into the condition and health of the ryots, who work 
for their maintenance at the different relief works, started by Government in 
behalf of the famine-stricken people, and to see whether the wages paid to these 
‘labourers are sufficient to PHO them to buy food enough to keep them 
in good health. The weekly sheet published by Government in connec- 
tion with the existing famine, does not give much information on these 
exceedingly important. questions. The little information which is given in 
that sheet on these heads, leads its readers to believe that the labourers 
are in a happy condition, and that they get sufficient food and enjoy 
excellent health. But unofficial accounts tell a very different tale; and these 

latter accounts are derived from trustworthy sources. The accounts state that 
labourers employed on the Government relief works do not get enough to eah, 
and that they are growing weak and sickly, and abandon these works from 
despair. Many finding that no one cares for their protection, are emigrating, 
and others are waiting death as the ultimate deliverer from misery. ‘These 
remarks are no exaggeration, but a statement of actual facts. Since the 
appointment of Sir Richard Temple as Special Famine Commissioner, the 
miseries of the afflicted ryots have multiplied greatly. This officer advised the 
Government of India to reduce the rate of wages and to refuse sanction to any 
remissions of the land assessment of this year to the afflicted districts. The 
Dnydn Prakdsh has already pointed out how thoughtless these recommendations 
of the Special Famine Commissioner are. It now requests its readers not to 
misunderstand its remarks. These remarks should not lead any reader to 
suppose that the writer of them does not understand the advantages of 
economy, or is labouring under a delusion that Goverriment is a body distinet 
from the People, and that what is an expenditure to Government is a gain to the 
people, The writer in the Dnydn Prakdsh and the Natives of this counts 
Raroaehly ‘aware of the advantages of economy, and being a poor people, 
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that economy should not’ be practised at the expense of human lives. It is, no 
doubt, good news that the actual expenditure on account of the famine has been 
only one-half of the estimate and that the actual number of the labourers relieved ' 
has proved only one-half of the estimate ; but the joy occasioned by the above 
news is at once converted into sorrow and grief, when it is discovered that the 
above ,eeonomical results hawe been attained, only by allowing thousands of 

or ryots to starve to death or to fall victims to cholera induced by under- 
feeding or ill-feeding. Such an ecdnomy can never be praiseworthy. We all 
. know perfectly well, that. the money the English Government spends for the 
administration of this country is all raised here, and not a farthing is brought 
‘from England. Nay, a good part of the money raised from taxes on the 

ople of this country, finds its way to England under a variety of names. All 
this is perfectly know to.the Natives. Then, when the Natives ask Government 
not fo exercise economy at the sacrifice of the lives of the ryots, all that they 
mean is, that Government should exercise this economy in several of its de- 
partments, which are so liberally paid in ordinary times, and employ the saving 
for saving the lives of the tax-payers from starvation and death. Solan officers 
are trying to make believe, that the present arrangements are excellent. But 
the Dnydn Prakash finds itself obliged to state that these official representations 
are not correct. For instance, take*the report of Dr. Hewlett, the Sanitary 
Commissioner of the Bombay Presidency. This medical officer assures Gov- 
ernment that the labourers employed on the Government relief-works enjoy 
excellent health, and the wages paid to them are amply sufficient to feed them 
and preserve their health. But this representation of Dr. Hewlett is alto- 
gether incorrect. Then the Dnydn Prakish refers to the report, recently made 
by Dr. Cornish, the Sanitary Commissioner of the Madras Presidency, to his 
Government, pointing out the insufficiency of the scanty rations now doled out 
to the labourers employed on the relief-works, and supporting his views by the 
most reliable authorities. Dr. Cornish proves, beyond all doubt, that the wages 
now paid to the labourers on the relief-works are insufficient, and, therefore, 
censurable. The Dnydn Prakdsh is very sorry that this presidency should have 
a Sanitary Commissioner, not like Dr. Cornish, but like Dr. Hewlett, who can 
neither understand the serious consequences of the new relief-measures, nor 
me the eyes of his Government to the mischief these measures are committing. 
hen, referring to the active steps taken by the Madras Government in connec- 
tion with the report of its Sanitary Commissioner, the Dnydn Prakdsh blames 
the Bombay Sobettens for its coldness and apathy in the matter, and 
considers it a great misfortune of this presidency to ee their health committed 
to the ‘care of ‘Dr. Hewlett, who seems to dream of nothing but the excellence 
of the official arrangements made for the relief of the afflicted districts. (The 
Suryodaya (4) of the 12th March also notices the report of Dr. Cornish with 
much praise, and considers that report as an unanswerable refutation. of the 
j measures of Sir Richard Temple now adopted by Government. The 
Government of Madras is also praised for giving a due support to the views of 
its able and courageous Sanitary Commissioner). 


The Kalpataru (16) of the 11th March, in a long editorial, describes the 
dreadful distress prevailing at Shol4pur. The writer asserts that two or three 
deaths occur there every day from starvation. The cries of distress suffered 
from the pangs of hunger are heard in every street. People exhausted from 
want of nourishment and ready to die, are frequently to be met with in the 
town. Persons are seen to pick up crumbs of food from the leaf-plates thrown | 
into the gutters of the streets. The writer asserts that, what he states aboveis _ 
no exaggertion, but a real fact. He has stated what he has aetually seen in the ~ 
town, and what may be seen by any one who wishes ta have the testimony of 
his own eyes. The Kalpataru also charges Government with extreme hard- 
heartedness and with great psa ang for, in its opinion, Government is bound 
fo save from this cruel death the ryots who. have contributed so much to its 
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9 
treasury, to its strength, to ite power and to the great name and fame it enjoys 
in the world. | 
The Yajdén Parast (46) of the 11th March also observes that the one 
pound of corn and half anna as a day’s wages, paid to a labourer on the relief- 


works in the Bombay and the Madras idencies, at the suggestion of Sir 
Richard Temple, are insufficient to satisfy hunger and keep a labourer in 

health. The Parast is glad that Dr. Cornish of Madras takes the same right 
view of this important matter, and sup it by references to learned autho- 
rities. Hundreds of labourers employed on the relief-works are dying of starva- 
tion, while others are becoming easy victims of cholera from the use of bad food. 
There are great fears of more serious consequences than the above resulting 
from the unwise resolution of Government reducing the wages. The Parast 
praises the Poona Sdrwajanik Sabhd for bringing this state of things to the 
notice of the Bombay and Supreme Governments, and for carrying the com- 
plaint to the meg pos | of State, to the Times and the Honourable Mr. Fawcett, 
and for praying Lord Salisbury to issue immediate orders to increase the rate 


of wages. The Parast hopes the Secretary of State will give due attention to 
this very grave complaint. 


Municipalities. 


The Guzerat Mitra (38) of the 11th March observes that most of the owners 
of cattle residing in the town of Surat store grass in large quantities, without the 
knowledge and permission of the municipality, and, consequently, these stores 
add to the already large number of fires which occur in that town in the hot 
season. The Mitra also repeats the complaint it previously made, that some of 
the street-sweepers bein charged with the duty of blowing horns to give 
an alarm on occasions of’ fires, go home to take their afternoon meal after work- 


ing in the morning. Consequently, when any fires occur in the afternoon, the 


horn-blowers are not at their posts; and, hence, great delay occurs in giving an 
alarm and the arrival of aid for putting down fires. The Mitra, therefore, 
recommends that horn-blowers should not be employed on any other work during 
the eight months of the year. It also asks the police not to allow large num- 


bers of spectators to collect at the fires, as large crowds in several ways impede 
the work of extinguishing the fires. 


The Hitechchhu (40) of Ahmedabad of the 8th March, but received on the 
11th, contains a long article showing the impropriety of the orders issued by 
the municipality, for filling up the underground privies of that town and building 


overground privies in place of them, and cae the burial and burning of 
dead bodies near Dudheshwar. After referring to its remarks on this subject 
made in its issue of the 20th July 1876, pointing out the undesirablility of filling 
up the underground privies, the Hitechchhu observes that though a new bye-law 
has been made by the municipality, for the closing of these privies with the 
sanction of the Police Commissioner and the Government, still the bye-law is 
an illegal one. Clause 2nd of Section 39 ofthe Municipal Act does not authorize 
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the underground privies, that they defile the underground stores of water, such 
as of wells and tanks, is pronounced by the Hitechchhu to be worthless. It says 
that these privies do not spoil the underground stores of water. There are 
many parts of Ahmedabad itself wherein there are. underground privies; and 
yet the water of the wells of those parts is clean and healthy. The Hitechchhu 
then turns to notice the prohibition of burying and burning dead bodies near 
Dudheshwar. At this spot very few of the deceased persons of Ahmedabad are 
buried or burnt, as there are many other spots for the disposal of dead bodies. 
Moreover, the Hindus throw salt into the grave in proportion to the age of the 
deceased ; and it destroys the stinking parts of the dead body and soon reduces 
them to dust. As for the burning of the dead bodies, the corpses of the Brah- 
man caste alone are burnt on the brink of the river; while those of other castes 
are burnt at a distance of more than two thousand steps from the water of the 
river. The ashes of the dead bodies burnt on the brink of the river do not 
spoil its water. ‘Thus, the orders of the municipality requiring the filling up 
and destruction of the underground privies, and prohibiting the burial and 
burning of dead bodies near Dudheshwar, are both improper and unjust, and 
ought to be withdraw at once. In the concluding part of this long article, the 
Mitechchhu advises the citizens of Ahmedabad to appeal against these orders to 
the Supreme Government. 


The same of the 15th March, but received on the 17th, complains that in 
the city of Ahmedabad there are several roads which are very narrow, and yet 
persons of the Audich caste, which is very large, who give caste dinners, obtain 
permission from the Municipality to occupy the half of these roads, and actually 
occupy them entirely, and thus cause great inconvenience to wayfarers. The 
Hitechchhu requests the Secretary of the Municipality to see that the Municipal 

ermissions are not- abused, and the public not put to inconvenience. The 
oe sagt of Police is also requested to prevent his men who attend such dinners, 
under hope of getting food, from being present there, and from prohibiting 
waytarers to go over the half of the sarod roads. 


The Jdéme Jamsed (42) of the 138th March, in noticing the explanation 
rendered by Dr. Weir, the Health Officer, for the heavy percentage of deaths 
occurring of late in Bombay, observes that, as stated by the Health Officer, a 
number of people from the famine-stricken districts may have come into Bom- 
bay, and their presence may have increased mortality in the town ; but the 

question is, has the health of Bombay been spoilt by the influx of the famine- 
' stricken people, or has it been spoilt before this influx began? If the latter, 


what is the cause of it? Is it the failure of the Health Department to discharge 


‘its duties properly ; or is there any other cause? The Jéme Jamsed has several 
times, before this, complained that the Sanitary Department does not look 
roperly after the sanitation of the city. In Dr. Hewlett’s time the Health 
epartment was very active, and the city was freed of all dirt, filth and bad 
stinks, and kept very clean. He used to visit frequently all parts of the city, 
and compelled his subordinates to keep clean all quarters of it, whether they were 
inhabited by Europeans or Natives. Though the Municipality incurs for its 
health department the same expenditure as it incurred in the time of Dr. 
Hewlett, still the work of sanitation is not done so well as in his time. There 
are many quarters of Bombay chiefly occupied by the Natives, which one can- 
not visit without closing one’s nose with one’s handkerchief. The health of the 
people is being spoilt by filth and dirt being allowed to be here and there ; and 
it 1g Very strange that this filthy condition of the town does not subject it to 
the course of some sweeping epidemic. - The Jdéme Jamsed therefore hopes that 
when the famine-stricken people who have come to Bombay are looked after 


and taken care of, measures will be taken to’ make the/Health Department 


- More attentive to the due sanitation of the city. : 


annas per candy, made in the duty levied on firewood imported into Bombay | 
oN P 17—3. : | RIA. 


The’ Rast Goftér (44) of the 11th March condemns the increase of two 


cv 


at the last meeting of the. Town Council, as unjust and unwise. It observes 
that though the affluent classes of Bombay principally enjoy the advantages of 
police, lights, watering of the roads and other municipal comforts, they are 
exempted from contributing their just share to the municipal taxes, and articles 
of food and of trade are taxed. A tax on the articles of food is a tax on the 


bread eaten by the poor persons; and an increase of two annas made in the 


duty levied on every candy of firewood, is an incréased burden on the bread 


of the poor. It was resorted to, to make up the loss sustained by giving up the 
_ duty on metals and raw sugar. Messrs. Nawroji Fardunji and Ndéndbhai Bai- 
rémji Jijibhdéi deserve praise for their opposing this increase ; but, unfortunately, 
they have not succeeded in their praiseworthy attem (The Yajdén Parast 


t. 
(46) of the same. date also expresses its disapproval of the increase of the duty 
on firewood). | 


The Broach Wartamdn (54) of the 12th March, in noticing a fire which 
occurred in the current week in the town of Ankleshwar, of ‘Taluka Broach, 
destroying eight shops of cloth and inflicting a loss of about fifty thousand 
rupees, requests the authorities of that town to have a fire-engine for use on 
such occurrences. 


Railways. 


The Guzerat Mitra (38) of the 11th March states that the B. B. and C. I. 
Railway did not satisfactorily do the work of carrying the large number of pas- 
sengers, who went to the public ceremony of laying the foundation-stone of a 
new tower of silence at Nawsari, which took place last week. The passengers 
who could get entrance into the railway carriages, found great difficulty in get- 
ting seats, as the carriages were much crowded; and many of the passengers 
had to stand up in the crowded vehicles all the way to their destination. On 
Wednesday the 7th instant, about three hundred passengers to whom tickets 
had been issued at the railway stations of Bulsar, Bilimora, and Amalsdd, could 
find no room in the mixed train which left Bombay for Surat. Among this 
large number there were women also, and all of them had to lie in the open air 
at the three stations, until the morning of the next day when they were taken 
- by the mail train which left Bombay for Surat. Mr. Duxbury, the Traffic 


anager, saw this condition of the passengers with his own eyes. The railway 
authorities aré censured for these occurrences. 


‘The same, in another place, highly praises Mr. Duxbury for his able admi- 
‘nistration of the branch wade 

and the Native passengers alike. The Mitra finds new cause for praising the 
Traffic Manager for his impartial treatment of Europeans and Natives. It he 
that on the 8th instant there were in one of the second class carriages of the 
mail train which left Surat, Major Flecher and two or three of his ae YOR 
friends. At the Nawsari station four second class Pérsi passengers entered the 


same carriage in which the ah ge were sitting, but.the latter resisted and 


wanted ee to leave the carriage. The Parsis carried the complaint 
to the guard and the station-master, but they would not silence the Europeans, 
who did not remain quiet, but came out of the carriage and stood on the steps 
of it though the train was slowly going out of the station at the time, and 
loudly called for the removed of the Parsi passengers from the carriage. The 
guard stopped the train, and respectfully requested the Europeans to get into 
the carriage. They did not listen to the protest. This drew the attention of 
Mr. Duxbury, who happened to be on the station, and he silenced the pig, 
and had the door of the carriage locked.. He also very civilly asked the Parsi 
passengers to make themselves comfortable in the carriage. ~ 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 


ree ee Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, ee 
| Poona, 20th March 1877. | ‘ 
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The Public Administration. 


The Daydn Prakash (3) of the 22nd March observes that, x appears very 
plain from the rules, P ublished in the Government Gazette, regarding the exa- 


minations of the candidates for the third class subordinate magistrateships, that 


those who hold a Government situation of the value of thirty rupees and up- 
wards, or who have passed the matriculation examination, are eligible to sit in 
these examinations ; and.yet some-Collectors object to those matriculated persons 
who have accepted Government places of less en ns rupees, on the ground 
that they do not hold situations worth thirty rupees and upwards. The condi- 
tion of holding a Government place worth 30 rupees and upwards, is applicable 
only. to the unmatriculated persons, according to the plain meaning of the Gov- 
ernment rules referred to above; and not to those who have passed a matri- 
culation examination, but who, owing to their bad pecuniary circumstances, 
have been obliged to accept places of less than 30 rupees. Thus, the objection 
taken by some Collectors.to these persons sitting for the abové examinations ‘is 


clearly unjust, and ought to be over-ruled.. The attention of Government is 
drawn to this matter. 


A correspondent of the Belgaum Saméchdr (11) of the 19th March requests 
the Director of Public Instruction to take pity on’ the school-masters of small 


salaries, and to get the grain compensation for them in these days of fatnine, as 


has been generously vouchsafed to the low paid servants in the other depart- 
ments. The attention of Government is also humbly asked to this matter. 


— The Hitechchhu (20) of Kalédgi of the 18th March, in an unfinished article, 
attacks the Cotton Frauds Amendment Bill of the Bombay Legislative Council, 
and censures Government for persisting in keeping up this obnoxious measure. 
The criticisms and remarks of the Hitechchhu are very similar to those made b 
other vernacular papers, which have written leaders against this Bill, and whose 
lueubrations have been more fully noticed in the previous weekly summaries. 


The A'rya Mitra (35) of the 17th March, but received on the 20th, ina long 
editorial, reads a lecture on the virtue of keeping one’s expenditure within 
one’s income, to the British Indian Government, whom the writer charges with 
extravagance in ordinary times, and, therefore, with ever adding to its enormous 
debt. e British Indian Government, says the writer, always plays the wise 
and:severe teacher to the Native Princes, and censures many of them for their 
extravagant yagi and for bringing their States into debt. It, also punishes 
its servants if t ey aré discovered to be in debt. But it seems to forget, that he 
who is not ready to practise bis own precepts, can never successfully teach them 
to others. Hind our Government been really economical and kept its expendi- 
ture within its income, it would have been better able to meet the present great 
calamity, the famine, and would not have been reduced to the necessity of repu- 
diating one of its plain duties, namely, saving the lives of its subjects in such a 
crisis. The writer then repeats the old and. often-reiterated charge, that Gov- 


ernment has created useless and costly places simply to put money into the 


ockets of its own countrymen, and, thereby, squanders a large part of. its 
ndian revenue. Government is advised to look’ seriously into this vital ques- 


eee finance, for the interest not only of the poor Native subjects but also of 


The Guzerat Mitre (41) of the 18th March asks Government'to abolish the \ 
Government Central Book Depét at Bombay. This depét, which publishes | 
and sells all kinds of school-books, was considered by Government a kind of | 


~ 
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Governthent to enquire into the causes of this loss. And though the result of 
the labours of the commission are not known, yet ‘it isa fact that the depdt is 
a losing concern, and complaints also are to be heard about the prices of the 
books sold by the depdt and about a scarcity of some of the school-books. 
Again, while Marathi books are sold considerably cheaper than their cost price, 
Gujarati books are sold dearer than the amount of their cost; and thus some 
burden of the Deccan is put upon the shoulders of Guzerat. The Guzerat Mitra. 
had previously complained against this obvious injustice. But Government 
took no notice of it. Truely speaking, there is no need for keeping up the 
depot. Government ought to reserve to itself the copyright of no school-book, 
and ought to permit any body who likes to print and sell them. If Government 
would give up its right of printing and selling the books, private persons would 
take up the business. And, in such a case, Government would be saved from 
the annual loss which it now suffers, and the public would be benefited. The 
books would be had at all times; and, on account of a competition among the 
printers, they would be sold at cheap prices. ‘There does not appear to be any 
good reason why Government should insist in keeping a department whic 
stands in the way of such advantages. 


The same, in another leader, relates the circumstances of a case given in 
the Amrit Bazar Patrika of the 2nd instant, in which Mr. Kirkwood, the Joint- 
Magistrate of Jessore, is said to have inflicted the punishment of thirty stripes 
on the son of a culprit, who was pronounced by the doctor too old to bear it 
himself. The culprit himself is said to have been sentenced to two years’ im- 
prisonment with hard labour in commutation of the original sentence of thirty 
stripes. The Mitra observes with regard to this case, that if the punishment 
of flogging has been really inflicted on the son of the culprit, Government should 
not connive at this misconduct of the Joint-Magistrate, and should send him 
back to Europe in time to save itself from being ridiculed. His conduct is of 
a kind which even a Native Prince of this country would not adopt. 


The same contains a communicated article, headed ‘The Subordinate 
Judges’ Courts of the Kaira Zillah, and Important Suggestions to Government 
(in regard to them.)” The correspondent states that in the sub-district of Kaira, 
which is under the Ahmedabad District, there are five courts, viz: at Kaira, 
Umreth, Borsad, Naridd and Kapadwanj. The Collector (District Judge?) has 
informed (Government) that there is little or no work in the Court at wre ehh 
while in the Court at Naridd there is but trifling work, and has enquired whic 
of the two Courts is to be removed to another place, and where it is to be located, 
so that it may afford due convenience to the people. Thé correspondent enters 
into long details, and suggests different places as the one or the other Court 
18 removed, giving reasons in each case. ‘I'he writer seems to think that should 
the Sub-Judge’s Court at Naridd be removed, it should be removed to Mahuda 
and permanently stationed there. On the other hand, should the Sub-Judge’s 
Court at Kapadwanj be removed, it should be stationed at Mahuda for the 
greater part of year, and at Kapadwanj for the remaining months. 
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circle in which the occurrence took place, arrived. Instead of doing justice to 
the Banid, he also abused him. The Mahomedan policeman thereupon made 
the Bani&é get down from the cart, and drove away the carts, putting the Bania 
in charge of a policeman at the police station. On the Banid’s. remonstrating 
for this detention, the Mahomedan policeman charged him with obstructing him 
in the discharge of his duties, gave him some shoves, and took him to the 


Foujdar. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (44) of the 19th March, after culling some state- 
ments from the budget estimate for the year 1877-78, recently published, ob- 
serves that notwithstanding a large famine and loss in exchange amounting to 
about four krors of rupees in 1876-77, the authorities did not make an attempt 
to stop, or at least to considerably lessen, the expenses for the public works; nor 
was any decrease made in the remittance to England of about fourteen krors of 


rupees, which are sent to that country for the Indian establishments there. This 


inattention of the authorities to economy has resulted in the addition of a new 
debt of six and a quarter krors of rupees, to the already heavy burden which 
rests on the shoulders of ;India. In the current year also two and a quarter 
krors of rupees would be required to meet the existing extensive famine; and 
about three and three quarter krors of rupees to be spent on extraordinary pub- 
lic works ; and this total amount of six krors is also to be raised by a new loan. 
Sir John Strachey has announced that no new imperial tax would bé levied this 

ear. But this statement of the Finance Minister is no consolation, as a new 
oan is to be raised, and it will add to the debt. This state of affairs cannot be 
satisfactory to the Natives. .Government sees that famines occur frequently at 
short intervals, and large sums are required to save the lives of the famine- 
stricken people ; and yet it does not lessen the great expenses made for public 
works, On looking at the annual accounts, it is to be seen that were the ex- 
penses on public works reduced; there would be a large balance in a year in 
which there was no deficit in the revenues ; whereas in the years in which a 
deficit occurred, no new debt would have to be incurred. In regard to this 
matter the people of India’ and the friends of her in England have been com- 
Ta ae for several years past; but neither the authorities here nor those in 

ngland pay any attention to the complaint. Jt is the duty of Parliament to 
remedy this matter ; but it is in common with other Indian matters neglected 
by that British national tribunal. As usual, the new budget will be breught 
before the Parliament at the fag end of the session, and will pes through ‘the 


House without difficulty, This state of things is highly deplorable. So long 


as the addition of new debt every yoar is not stopped, there would be no lighten- 


ing in the heayy load of taxes, and no sufficient progress in the prosperity of © 


the country. 


The same of the 20th March observes that, notwithstanding the disadvan- 
tages of the new budget, as ‘pointed out in yesterday’s issue, it is intended to 
impose local taxes in the North-Western Provinces and the Punjaub, on account 
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subordinate administtation and other similar matters, and should ascertain thé - 
sentiments of the people who are to bear the expenses of them, and should give 
effect to those sentiments as far as possible. 


The Jéme Jamsed (45) of the 17th March, but received on the 19th, expresses 
its, complete approval of the advice given by Sir David Wedderburn, in a speech 
delivered by him on the 15th instant, before the Bombay Branch of the East 
India Association. Sir David advised the Branch Association and the natives 
to apply to'the proper authorities, for admitting into Parliament six representa- 
tives of the natives of this country ; and pointed out the benefits derivable from 
such a representation. The Jdme Jamsed observes that the natives have more 
than once made a demand for this important privilege of British rule; but the 
authorities have given no attention to it. After briefly describing the several 
benefits enjoyéd from the English rule by the natives of this country, the Jdme 
Jamsed observes that it sees no reason why the important po e of representa- 
tion’ in the English supreme tribunal should not be accorded to loyal and faith- 
ful India; and, in its turn, advises the people to apply for this privilege once 
more. (The Yajddn Parast (49) of the 18th March expressess somewhat similar 
sentiments on this subject.) 

The same of the 19th March regrets to find that the Supreme Legislature 
has recently passed a new law regarding the presidency magistrates, notwith- 
standing the objections raised against it by the British Indian Association and 
the Indian League. This law, observes.the Jame Jamsed, has clothed the presi- 
dency magistrates with increased powers; and on its authority they will now 
decide some of the cases which were hitherto decided by a judge and a jury. 
There is no doubt that the people will be much frightened to see so extensive 
powers entrusted to these magistrates. For, though there is no fear of the great 
powers being abused by good and conscientious magistrates, there are some 
crack-brained officers of Government, like Mr. Kirkwood, and their number is 
not very limited ; and if any of them happen to be presidency magistrates, they 
will, without caring for law or evidence, punish an accused perron against whom 
they may be prejudiced, or with whom they may have taken offence. The 
would, the vagaries of a crazed brain, tyrannize over the people, an 
imperil their safety and independence. ‘The Honourable Mr. Hobhouse has 
assured the opposers of the law that they need entertain no fears from the ~ 
new measure; since if the magistrates abused the enlarges powers entrusted to 
them by it, the voice of the Press and of the public would be raised against their 
improper acts. But, observes the Jame Jamsed, this assurance does not possess 
much value. Suppose an innocent person is tyrannized upon and deprived of 
his independence and good character, the voice of the public would not avail 
him much. And suppose the higher authorities should think of saving the 
tyrannical magistrate from public disgrace, or the judge or the authorities should 
be prejudiced against the accused person, the voice of the public would not be 
heard, and the innocent person would suffer. For these reasons, the safer and 
better course was not to give into the hands of these magistrates the tyranni 
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The same of the 22nd March observes that His Excellency the Viceroy has 
promised to bestow high posts on the natives; but the following instance will 
‘show how far the subordinate officers of Government fulfil that promise. In the 
Government Paper Currency Office the post of Chief Accountant, of the value of 
rupees 180 per mensem, was sanctioned about.a year ago. A Hindu who has 
served in that office for twelve years, has * gangroe the duties of that post with- 
out any fault; but he is not yet confirmed on that post, and it is being arranged 
to bestow it upon a European. The Hindu is fully qualified for the place, and 
not a single fault has been found with him in his twelve years’ service. Mr. 
C. E. Chapman, the Accountant General, admits this; and yet he insists that 
the post should be given to a European. _ Yes 

The same states that Mr. R. B. Chapman, the Secretary to the Government 
of India, has appointed Mr. Godréji Dordbji Padamji Pestonji an Assistant. in 
the Office of the Accountant General at Bombay. ‘The Secretary has honoured 
the Viceroy’s promise to bestow high posts on the Natives, and has appointed 
Mr. Godraji as Assistant Accountant General. But the Accountant General of 
Bombay refuses to bestow a post in his office on a Hindu. : 


The Rast Goftdér (47) is glad to see that Lord Lytton has re-introduced the 
ractice of submitting to the Supreme Legislature the budget estimate of the 
Fim ire, by bringing into Council the estimate for 1877-78. The practice of 
_ reading the annual budget estimate in the Legislative Council and calling for 
criticism on it was introduced by the late Mr. Wilson in the year 1860, when 
Lord Canning was the Viceroy. Sines then the budget appeared in the Council 
until two years ago, when Lord Northbrook discontinued .the practice on the 
plea that the rules regarding the Council did not require the presentation of that 
document to the Council, and that the budget should be presented only when a 
Bill was brought forward to levy a new tax. His Lordship introduced the prac- 
' tice of publishing the accounts in the Government Gazette. Lord Lytton has 
revived the old practice of the presentation of the budget to the Council, on the 
ground that the rules regarding the Council do not prohibit its presentation, 
though they do not require it. But, observes the Rdst Goftér, the constitution 
of the Council is so incomplete, that there was not much loss by Lord North- 
brook’s discontinuance, nor is there much advantage by Lord Lytton’s revival of 
the practice, On account of the law keeping in the Council a larger number of 
official members than that of the unofficial ones, the opposition made by the 
latter does not succeed, and whatever Government wishes is carried successfully 
through the Council. Notwithstanding this, the opportunity given to the un- 
official members to make critcisms is wholesome, and is better than au absence 
of it. The change made by the Viceroy is a proof of his desire to hear criti- 
cisms from the public on the acts a measures of Government, expressed by 
him in his reply to the address presented to His Lordship by the Native Press. 


_ The Yajddn Parast (49) of the 18th March observes that the speech made 
by His Excellency the Viceroy at the last Convocation of the Calcutta Universi- 
ty, will be read hy. the Native subjects with great pleasure. His Excellency 
had admitted in his speech on the occasion of the Imperial Proclamation at 
Delhi, the right of the Natives to share in the administration of their country ; 
and his repetition of the admission at the Convocation is a fresh obligation, 
for which they cannot sufficiently express their thanks. His Excellency has’ 
commenced to bestow some of the posts hitherto reserved for the Covenanted \ 
civilians on Natives. Réo.Béhddur Gopdlréo Hari Deshmukh; the Judge of the | - 
Small Cause Vourt at Ahmedabad, has been appointed a Joint-Judge and Session | 
Judge at T anna. ‘This appointment has caused dissatisfaction among the Cov- | 
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Parast hopes His Excellency will not submit to this opposition of the inter-. 
ested European Civilians. 


The same asks, where is Lord Salisbury’s despatch ‘vetoing the Bombay 
Revenue Jurisdiction Act ? His Lordship has ee disapproved of this 


” 


unjust law, and has conveyed his sentiments about the same in a despatch to 
the Supreme Government. This despatch of the State Secretary is a valuable 
document to the people of Bombay : it explains plainly the relations between the 
supreme and the subofdinate presidential Governments. . What means the 
Supreme Government then by concealing this despatch? Itseems the remarks 
made by the State Secretary in this document are hard against the councillors 
of the Supreme Legislature ;.and hence its concealment from the public. . If this 
is not the case, what keeps back this document from the public eyes ? : 


The Ahmedobad Samdchdr.(54) of the 14th March, but received on the 18th, 
says that for some time past Mr. Fernandez, the Huzur Deputy Collector, did, 
in addition to his own work, the duties of the Cantonment Magistrate of Ahmeda- 
bad, and-was paid for this additional work, rupees one hundred per month. 
The Samachar believes that no inconvenience was caused to. Government by 
er additional duties of a Cantonment Magistrate to the Deputy Col- 
lector. And yet a European officer on a salary of rupees seven hundred per men- 
sem was appointed as a Cantonment Magistrate, and he has come and relieved 
_Mr. Fernandez of the cantonment ‘duties. Government practises economy in 

many matters; but in this appointment it has done the reverse of it. 


The Famine in the Deccan. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 19th March observes that Government seems 
to think that the dreadful famine which is inflicting horrible sufferings and even 
death on the unfortunate ryots of the Sholépur District, is not a sufficient evil to 
‘harass them, and it is adding to their misery by sending rigorous instructions to 
its local revenue officers to realize the assessment for this year at once, the levy- 
ing of which was suspended till this time. The writer is very sorry to find Gov- 
ernment is determined to take this extremely harsh and unwise step, and does 
not know to what evil results it will lead. | 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Indépur, laments over the v 
great misery and hardships experienced by the ryots of that taluka. -The writer 
alludes to the insufficient wages which are at present given to the labourers on 
the Government relief-works ; to the heaviness of the task-work exacted from the 
labourers ; to the appearance of cholera ; and to the rigour exercised in levying 
the land assessment of this year from those whose crops have failed, but who 
have pire ser age to satisty the Government demand ; and thinks these thin; 


generously with the suffering ryots on this dire occasion. 


The Belgaum Samdchdr (11) of the 19th March, in a long leader, headed 
A Quarrel among the Authorities and the Misery of the Ryots resulting there- 
from,” gives some account of the jealousy and quarrels which are going on at 
psi" between the native officials of the Revenue and the Public Work 
epartments, and of the hardships occasioned by their misunderstandings to the 
poor labourers on the famine relief-works. These works are divided imto twt 
classes, Civil Agency works and the Public Works Department works. The for- 
mer are under the management of the Revenue Department; and the latter 
| under that of the Public Works Department. Those labourers who are strong 
and able-bodied, are sent to be em loyed by the latter, and the weaker y 
the former. “When-the revenue officers find among the applicants for wodke Soup 
—— and able-bodied people, they send them to the Public W 2 
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ment officers for employment. But the latter consider it an undue interference 
by the revenue officials, to be told by them to employ \such and such persons ; 
and they resent this interference by refusing employment to those recommended 
by the M4mlatd4rs and other revenue officers. in, the Mémlatdars are strictly 
fanned by Government with the protection of the persons in their respective 
-talukas from starvation, and are held responsible if any deaths from starvation 
occur in their talukas. Now, if a M4mlatdér receiving information of a labourer 
employed on the Public Works Department works suffering from starvation, writes 
to the superintendents of those works on the subject, or makes a report to his 
own superiors, 42D acrimonious correspondence ensues between the two Depart- 
ments. The Belgaum Samdchdér also repeats a popular report that the low 
subordinates of the Public Works Department extort aiiall beities from the 
wretched relief-seekers, and this is one of the causes why the people abandon 
employment on these works. ‘T’he above bickering, the writer states, is con- 
fined. to the subordinate native officials, who are told to give up this pernicious 
vice, which has already made them so poor, so powerless, and s% worthless. 


The Nydya Sindhu (13) of the 19th March, in an editorial, headed “ The 
Famine in the Ahmednagar Zilla and the Government Officers,’’ observes that in 
four of the seven talukas of which the Ahmednagar zilla consists, crops have en- 
tirely failed; while in the three remaining talukas the cattle are in an exceed- 
ingly wretched condition. In consequence of this bad state of things, about 
125,000 or 150,000 people have migrated out of the zilla in search of food, and 
many are likely to follow them as the famine grows worse. Government has 
estimated a loss of 57,794 rupees of its revenue this year, in consequence of the 
failure of the crops. In order to give employment to the distressed ryots, Gov- 
ernment has kindly opened the great public work of constructing a railway line 
from Dhond to Manmér. The rate of wages given to the labourers on this work 
is complained of as too low to give sufficient food to the work-people. But the 
Bombay Government thinks otherwise, and has assured the Government of 
India that the rate is enough for the maintenance of the people for whose bene- 
fit the work has been started. This assurance of the Bombay Government the 
Nydya Sindhu attributes to the circumstancé that the head of this Government, 
who is soon to retire from the country and, therefore, is naturally ceasing to 
take a lively interest in the affairs of the presidency which he is to leave for 
ever, has not maturely deliberated on this important subject, The writer also 
complains that, the officers having the supervision of the construction of the new 
railway line, treat the wretched labourers very cruelly. One of these officers, 
Mr. Candy, is said to assault the work-people with a whip, paying no regard to 
the sex nor to the wretched bodily condition of his victims. This sort of treat» 
ment, if the above report be true, is extremely reprehensible, and directly mars 
the benevolent object for which the kind Government has started the work. 
Another complaint of the people in this matter is that too long a labour is 
exacted on this relief:work. The labourers are required to be present on the work 
before aie ty to work till 12 a.m. when they get a recess of only one hour. 
And from 1 pf. they are made to work till after sun-set. The utmost workin 
houts should never be more than eight. A person cannot be made to worl 
— than the above time, without injury to his health, And all this excessive 
work is exacted for the wretched ration of one pound of gorn only, a ration 
which is universally believed to be insufficient to keep an adult labourer, even 
an Indian one, in good health and strength. Here a reference is made to a 
recent report of Dr. Cornish on the subject, and regret is expressed for the views 
of Dr. Hewlett, the Sanitary Commissioner of this Pcutenn Lastly the Sindhu 


refers to the obstinacy which Goyernment shows in exacting the land assessment | 


of this year in the famine-stricken districts, and shows the unwisdom of this | 
course, much in the same way as other vernacular papers. ~abbocixmeete vail\ 
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The Kalpataru (16) of the 18th March, in an article, headed “The Relief 


Committees and the Subordinate Judges” observes thgt, the famine which is 
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spreading death and desolation widely in the country, seems to be a time of 
good harvest to several subordinate judges. In many places these officers, 
under the belief that they being the dispensers of justice must be upright and 
conscientious men, have been nominated chief managers of the relief funds. 
But cases are CPopping up in several places, proving that the above popular 
belief was a delusion, and that the subordinate judges, abusing the public trust 
in them, have misappropriated a portion of the funds. The writer briefly alludes 
to these cases, rt expresses his detestation and censure in the strongest 
terms against this most abominable conduct of these most wicked harpies, who 
could find heart to defraud the dying ryots of a portion of the bread supplied 
to them by the benevolent charitable public. In short, the alleged crime is too 
black and too detestable to be sufficiently reprobated. 


The same, in another article, headed “‘ The Condition of the Karmdla Taluka,” 
asserts that thousands of persons are suffering in this taluka from starvation. 
Of the several relief works which were started for the benefit of this taluka, 
only five have come to a completion ; and the remaining 35 have been stopped 
when only half-finished, though the sums sanctioned for some_of these latter 

- works show stilla good balance, and though some of them are of a highly repro- 
ductive nature. About 30,000 labourers have been thrown out of muploveieat 
in consequence of the above stoppage, and they are starving for the last week. 
What are these poor’ people to do? How are they to support themselves ? 
Does Government mean to abandon them to starvation and sure death? Our 
good sovereign says in her gracious proclamation of 1859 that, she finds her 
happiness in the happiness of her subjects. What is the meaning of these 

cious words, if her poor subjects are to die of starvation? The attention of 
r.Robertson, the Revenue Commissioner, Southern Division, is forcibly and 
earnestly drawn to this dreadful state of the Karmdala Taluka. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (20) of Kalddgi, of the 18th March, in a 
long letter, headed ‘* The Famine and Government,” expresses much dissatis-. 
faction with the arrangements made by Government, or rather its great officers, 
to give relief to the sufferers from the present great famine. Sir Richard Tem- 
ple, of course, comes to a very great share of censure. For it was with his 
advice that the rates of wages paid to the labourers on the relief-works have been 
reduced, He is accused of codiiesaeindeiiel and of superficial observation. Then 
the writef repeats the often-reiterated remark of the writers in the Native press 

that the reduced rates of wages are insufficient to give proper maintenance to 
the labourers; briefly describes the great misery these labourers and their 
wretched families are suffering from having nothing to eat; and refers to the 
great mortality prevailing among them. If the Special Famine Commissioner 
- would take the trouble of visiting these sufferers to see their wretched condition — 
with his own eyes, even his heart would melt with pity. In the opinion of this 
writer, the employment of so many European officers on the special duty of 
relieving and managing the famine is a wrong measure, and entails a wrong 
“expenditure on uaelieely exhausted State treasury. The better course would 
be to ~ oma this money in relieving the distress of the famine-stricken people, 
by giving them better wages and bestowing a more liberal charity on those who 
are too weak or too helpless to earn their bread by labour. | 


The Bombay Saméchdr (44) of the 23rd March states that, day by day bad | 
accounts are received of the poor people at and near Sholdpur ving from 


starvation. By opening relief-works Government wants to show that relief is _ 

given to all famine-stricken people, and says that not a single personis allowed | 

to die of starvation ; yet accounts are received that numbers of poms are suffer- 

og from starvation, and hundreds of them: die from it. Most of the persons _ 

wie send these accounts are not anon _It may be known who and what. 

mese informants are; and this knowledge leads one to believe the accounts to 
ONP 24—3 | heat | | 


bs . 
” F " ‘“ A, ea 
KTe. Cie? 


Le ee 
Spe ee ¥y 


: 
| 
ee 


11 


be true. After alluding to the wise and timely measures adopted by the Gov- 
ernment of Bombay at the commencement of the famine, and to the appoint- 
ment of Sir Richard be as the Special Commissioner, the Samdchdr o es 
that the public felt confident that the famine-stricken people would be saved 
from starvation and death.. But the sad accounts which are being received from 
the famine districts have made the public sorry to find their belief delusive. 
The cause of all this sad state of things is, the increase made in the labour 
exacted from labourers employed on relief-works, and the decrease made in the 
wages .paid to them. To the labourers employed on works in charge of Collec- 
tors, five pice are paid as a day’s wages. ‘This rate is insufficient to give enough 
food to a labourer, particularly in these days of famine. To the labourers 
engaged on works in charge of the Public Works Department, seven pice 
are paid to each labourer for a specified quantity of work done oT a 
but only some of them can do the whole of the specified work and earn the 
full wages. Those who cannot do the whole work, get less than seven pice. 
Where Government gives corn in lieu of money, a labourer is paid one pound 
of it ; and when he has one or more children, all of them do not get sufficient 
food and suffer from starvation. According to the accounts received, though 
no great mischief is done in the Sholapur Zillah yet the seeds of it are being 
sown. The labourers are becoming feeble from hand labour and insufficient 
wages. ‘Their weakness must end in death; and when deaths begin to occur 
a very large number of them will take place. At present many men and 
children die. They first suffer from diseases of the stomach, cholera, and other 
maladies. And hence it is attempted to show that they die not from starvation, 
but from particular diseases. But, properly speaking, they all die from starva- 
tion. It is true the deaths are caused directly by diseases of the stomach, &c., 
but those diseasés._ themselves arise from the slow starvation from which 
they suffer daily ; and hence the deaths from those diseases ought to be placed to 
the account of starvation. Most of the labourers, both of Shold4pur and Madras, 
suffer from diseases of the stomach, which diseases ensue from starvation. This 
opinion is confirmed by the medical opinion of Dr. Cornish, from which the 
Samdchdr makes a small quotation in support of its assertion. After lamenting 
over this state of things, the Samdchdr regrets to see no signs of the Govern- 
ment trying to amend its mistakes, and exhorts the public to open a large fund 


for ~ relief of the distressed persons, if Government does not soon correct its 
mistakes. 


Municipalities. 


_ The apa | Samdchdr (44) of the 20th March again points out the incon- 
veniences of reklés or bullock carriages plying for hire in the town of Bombay, 
“dnd asks the Municipality or the Town Council to improve them, as it has the 

horse carriages. The Samdchdr had once shown the risks of accidents from the 


bullock hackeries, and hoped that the Town Council would make an attempt to 


introduce better hackeries when it made an attempt to improve the hack bug- 
= But this hope has not been realized, and there are few chances of its 


peng soon accomplished. The attention of the Town Council is again requested 
to this matter. 


The Broach Wartamdn (57) of the 19th March states that deep holes hav 


been formed at the Malbéri and other landing places on the river at Broach. 


At the former landing place the large hol or life. - The Municipality i 
Fewuy: g place the large holes endanger life. e Municipality is 


wer at Broach, and there are fears of its falling down when the river is flooded. 
loss of 


sixty or seventy thousand rupees, which it would otherwise have to bear. 


oration is requested to repair this tower at once, and save itself from a 


___ The game states that large cracks are formed at the base of the Bhiégdkot 
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44) of the 17th Match, but 
ers of i t stations 


_ A correspondent of the Bombay Sasmdch: 
received on the 19th, says that the eg | 
~ of the B. B. and-C. 1. Railway complain that very hard work is exacted from 
them. At several stations the signallers ‘do not get rest even at night. 
inquiry, it appears the _— unt 1s well founded. The railway authorities are 
uested not to be so very with this hard-working class of its servants. 
(A —— of the Jame Jamsed (45) of the same date also makes a similar | 
complaint. | | 


2 at aise KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 


Poona, 27th March 1877- | | 
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NATIVE PAPERS  — 
. For the Week ending 3lst March 1877. _ ” 
ie. LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. oe” 3 
| No, «Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Edition. _ dl sais 
} issued. 
| | oe on ANGLO-MaRa’THI. ra © 
1-=| The Indu Prak4sh. ...........sse0...-.....| Bombay ....,.......] Weekly... 1,200 ee 
M0 Tj AMES ODANION ..0, 2 ceiccecsicssesccsc] | RUOD j, ianvedicdaccdl Os sah 400 
$f _Dnyén Prakésh eiveetseneseeceseeses] POODR sreeerseseeeeeel Bi-weekly ... 700 7 
4 |» Suryodaya......cececccseseecereerees| LADDA,..erseeereceee| Weekly- ...) 975 
*5 » Mahé&rfstra Mitra .......ccccc.0...0000] SAtATAeecescsceseeses]) Do. 250 me: 
A), ME MIDAIRS ccccrccscesieresed De. sear Do  . gee | 
7 |» Dmnyén Chakshu..............:.........] POOM&........sc08064{ Do, | 1,000 
8° » Dnyatiodaya ...........s00.ssseses0+0.-) BOMbAY .........001 Do, ae 325 
. /* Mara‘rat, | | 
-@ | The Aramodaya...............ceccecceceopsoo] LADDE, ccecsssesssece] WEOKlY  ,.. 410 
10 jp GRMMD Mitra 22... cccccccsececcovees cee] SOMUDEQIT 4.00008. Do. ee 175 
il » Belgaum Samfchér'..................| Belgaum,..,........, Do. bie 300 
“12 | ,, Wartamén Dipiké ...........000.] Bombay score] Do | 9.00 
‘ 13 a Nydya ESS PATON 10 COD Ahmednagar ......| Do, ak ee 185 ‘a 
14 | <;, Shubha Suchak.............cccccecsee Sataraecccccecee| Do al > gx 
NE OMG cerecececcecseceecscesseesesoeoee] SARDINES sac] DO 9 8 ) 
#16 | 3» Kalpatartr ccoscccccesess+sseeseessen ees Sholépur_ saath eee} EDO Sues 150 | 
. 17 -| ,, Khandesh Waibhaw ..........5..0] Dhulia siccesel Do’... - Jog : 
AB | a> Simpl Sindda. «ei 5 seis conysees] ALTDRG~ sccdeueuzeecf D ook S0R00 ai 
ND Fe MIE ans... csucssttvsopronne NAM eseceineersesee Ort od OE 
5 ‘ 20 | ,, Hitechchhu iodiceisich@actibcinasl POG). iecccsoskeabe Oe net CoRR ae 
21 | ;, Dny&n Bodhak .. ......cssccsssesees RM perscnie Ted CORB \S 
921, Satya Shodhak ... o..sesccssseceseeone] Batn@giti vs.ccise} Doo.) 159). 3 
| $8 | ,, HinduPunch........csosiseslsccrocooe] TRUMP sscoveengseesdehis MNO see 
24 | ,, Subodha Patriké ......csseis....s000| Bombay ..scavecotdi? DO >... 
85] 4g Dharwar Writt > ...:..cctiscssesessen| DBSTWRR. cs scecees| WON! oe. 
| 26 | , Nagar Samfchér ...........+..00.] Ahmednagar s..,i,) Do. 
: 27) |, | Shiwfji onsen toasconesasaceveoweedubanse Podna..s.,.ceseces ses < Do,’ Beet, 
88 |, Kashta Wilbeini......scs-sssecssseeee] DO. secsenieresenae} DO. 
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| The Public Administration. | 

The Native Opinion (2) of the 25th March, the Dnydn Prakdsh€3) of the 
26th March, and some other papers of the .week notice the budget statement 
recently made by Sir John Strachey before the Legislative Council of India. 
At one’ time it was believed, says the Native Opinion, that the work of finance 
was not well understood by the India-bred officers, and, therefore, Home-bred 
officers used to be sent to manage our finance. Subsequently, the above belief 
was abandoned, and it was thought that the Anglo-Indian officers who have a 
personal acquaintance with and experience of india, ‘would prove abler finance 
ministers of the Government of India ; and, accordingly, for some years past 
we have men of the latter class for. our finance ministers. The Natiwe Opinion 
is not satisfied with the financial administration of either class. The expendi- 
ture is steadily increasing, and Government and its officers think only of aug- 
menting the revenues, and no one thinks of reducing the unwieldy expenditure 
and giving relief to the tax-payer... Every successive finance ministerbrings some 
crotchets of his own, and introduces some changes; but no. one has been able 
to effect any real reform. In truth, neither the Governor General nor his 
Finance Minister‘has ‘a complete control over the Indian ew They are 
both subordinate to the Secretary. of State for India,--who spends the Indian 
revenues according to his good pleasure. After these remarks, the writer gives 
a brief summary of the budget statement, and, referring to the declaration of 
Sir John, that the Government of India proposes to levy no new tax this year, 
observes that the declaration: cannot carry much consolation to the tax-payers. 
Because, though no new tax will be levied by the Imperial: Government, the 
local Governments will be authorized to do so for local purposes. The so-called 
discentralization system which was introduced by the Government of Lord 
Mayo, in order fo induce the local Governments to take ‘a livelier interest in the 
matter of finance, is proposed te be extended; and by this system. the Govern- 
ment of India is to look to its own expenditure, and give small amounts to the 
local Governments, and to empower them to increase their revenues by imposing 
new local taxes. Thus, it-will be seen that the tax-payer has not much reason 
to rejoice atthe declaration that. the Supreme Government intends imposing 
no new tax this year. The articles in the Dnydn Prakdsh (3) and some other 
papers contain nothing needing any special notice here. 


_.. The Arunodaya (9) of the 25th March, the Kiandesh Watbhaw (17) of the 
23th March, but received on the 26th, and some other papers of this week con- 
tain several columns, describing the proceedings of a commission of eng which 
is sitting at Erandol, to investigate into a number of serious charges brought 
against the Subordinate Judge. of that town. Oo z | 


_ The Arunodaya (9) of the 25th March heartily approves of and supports the 
petition, made by the ~~ le. of Surat to the Secretary of State for India, to 
reappoint the Honourable Mr. Rogers for another term of five years, as Coun- 
cillor in the Bombay Government. The Arunodaya observes that the Honourable 
Mr. Rogers is a thoughtfal, cool and experienced officer, always teady and 
anxious to do justice to every matter brought before’ him , for’ disposal; and his 
retirement at this time is particularly to be regretted. Had Mr. Havelock, who 
was to succeed Mr. Rogers, been living, there would have been no oecasion for | 
this petition. But, as et hes pleased Providence to take away that good man, . 


daya hopes that it will be graciously granted by-the Secretary 


_- The.Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 25th. March ‘repeat ‘the’ com 
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the Surat people have done-well-in sending’ the above petition ; and the Aruno- 


Mitra makes the ‘usual observations, that these notes are nothing Tess th 
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promissory bonds payable atsight, and by their not being cashed at the treasuries 
whenever presented, a distrust 1s created in the minds of the people about these 
valuable notes. ‘The people also suffer loss sometimes, as they have to pay 
discount to get them cashed. The Mitra prays Government to freely cash the 
currency notes at all Government treasuries. 


The Hitechchhu (43) of Ahmedabad of the 22nd March, but received on the 
25th, in alluding to the petitions which are being prepared in Surat and some 
other towns of Guzerat for sending to the Secretary of State for India, praying 
him to re-appoint for five years more as Councillor the Honourable Mr. Ro ers, 
whose term of office is about to expire, observes that European officers of Gov- 
ernment, whether covenanted or uncovenanted, entertain improved ideas when 
they come fresh from England ; but, after coming to this country, their improv- 
ed ideas disappear gradually, and they no longer think of benefiting the 
Natives. According to this general rule, the Honourable Mr. Rogers held ve 
good sentiments when he came to Ahmedabad as Collector. But, after his 
becoming Revenue Commissioner and Councillor, he does not seem to have done 
any good to the people. On the other hand, he has given us the City Surve 
Act, the remembrance of which will ever remain. addition to this, a Bill 
has been introduced (into the Legislative Council) for compelling people to pa 
five rupees for every auty survey sanad and to buy it, even when they.are re 
ing to purchase these documents. Thus, the Honourable gentleman has, as a 
Councillor, paid more attention to the interests of Government than to those of 
the people. It is to be regetted that a few acquaintances of such an officer are 
getting up petitions to prolong the term of his office as Councillor. 


A correspondent of the same states that though the vernacular school of 
Songhad, in Praént Gohelwdd, has, by the exertions of the Assistant Political 
Agent, Captain J. M. Hunter and his Shirasteddr, been made since November 
last Anglo-Vernacular, the Educational Department has not yet sent ,an 
English teacher or head-master to this school ; and, consequently, the boys are 
impatiently waiting for him. 


- The+Rdst Goftér (47) of the 25th March opens with a leader, headed “ A 


Direct, but not the Income, Tax”’, in. which it asks the question, Has not the 


time yet arrived for ereing a direct tax on the rich people? It observes that’ 


Sir John Strachey has rendered in the last budget an account of the condition 
of the finance of this country. An abstract of it was given in the last issue of 
the Rast Goftér, and its substance is that, had not the present famine appeared 
there would have been a full treasury. But the famine is to cause an expense 
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Lord Lytton has given his word to the State Secretary to carry out his promise. - 


If these import duties are abolished, the more objectionable duties on exports of 
which the whole of India complains, ought also to be abolished. After their 
discontinuance trifling Customs duties remain; and if they are continued to be 
levied there would be more loss than income from them; and hence they too will 
have to be discontinued. In this way the Finance Minister gives hopes of mak- 
ing the ports of India free.' But it seems that Sir John’s intentions are mere 
‘dreams. Though England has since the last forty years admitted the benefits 
of a free-trade, she has not yet been able to abolish the Customs Department. 
How can India then achieve this feat so soon? Certainly, she cannot do it for 
several years tocome. How can Sir John give up the annual income of two 
krors from the Customs duties, when a loan of about five krors is required every 
few years to meet a famine? Certainly, he cannot do so unless either vast 
reductions are effected in the expenses of. the empire, or an addition is made to 
the income by the imposition of a new tax. 


The Yajddn Parast (49) of the 25th March observes that the budget estimate 
of the Indian Empire was discussed in the Viceregal Legislative Council on 
Wednesday last. In this discussion not a single fact came to light which may 
be noted. And, hence, it is better that no discussion be made on the budget. 
The number of the official members in the Legislative Councils of this country 
is so much greater than that of the unofficial onés, that if a measure is intro- 
duced into the Council on the part of Government, it is easily passed through 
the Council notwithstanding the opinions of the latter be st that measure. 
The latest instance of this is, the passing of the Cotton Frauds Amendment 
Bill by the Legislative Council of Bombay. The discussion, therefore, of the 
budget in a Council in which the official members form a great majority, 1s equal 
to a mere “ white deception.” Again, it cannot be understood that the Finance 
Minister who has settled the items of the budget, will make alterations in that 
document on a discussion on it.. There is nota single instance of its being 
altered on a discussion of it, What is the use then of submitting it for dis- 
cussion to the Council? There is no use in such a formal discussion only. This 


discussion is a humbug, which seems to the people an obstruction in the expedi- 
tious transaction of business. Pa 


The Ahmedabad Samdchdér (54) of the 21st March, but received on the 25th, 
observes that a Bill for ameliorating the law regarding the Small Cause Courts of 
this country was to have come before the Supreme Legislature, but up to now it 
has not made its appearance. The Jaminddrs of Bengal are very impatient to 
have the Bill passed into law. The present law regarding these Courts is 
considered defective in several particulars, and the abovementioned Bill is 
intended to remove these defects. For instance, a decree of a Small Cause Court 
under the existing law can be executed on the moveable property of a debtor, 

but his immoveable property cannot be touched. This provision has become 
& great impediment in the recovery of small debts in Bengal. The people of 
that province are generally landholders. The decrees of the Small Cause Courts 
obtained for the recovery of the land assessment by these Jamindars, can be 
executed upon the moveable estates, and not upon the huts or dwellings of the 
farmers. The Jamindars attach the moveable property, and very hard-heartedly 
reduce their tenants to starvation. They now wish for power to drive the 
unfortunate farmers away even from their wretched huts. It.is better to allow 
the existing provision about execution of decrees to remain as it is, than to 
enable the merciless Jamindérs to deprive the poor ryots of their huts also. 


The Broach Wartamdn (57) of the 26th March requests the Local Fund Com- 


mittee of the Broach District to build a small wharf on the other side. of the : 


river opposite to the wharf at the customs-house at Broach. The passenger 
alighting at the opposite bank have to wade through mire, and the recommen 
_ wharf, if built, would prove of great convenience to them. : ve 


The Famine in the Deccan. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) and the Native Opinion (2) of the week briefly refer 
to the very praiseworthy efforts the Theistic Association of Bombay is maki 
in collecting contributions in grain, cloth or money for the famine-stricken 
ple of the , and rejoice to record the success which these benevolent 
efforts are crowned with. The Opinion requests Government to aid the endea- 
vours of this association by conveying its contributions free of charge to their 
destination. | 


A correspondent of the Native Opinion (2) of the 25th March, writing from 
Sholépur uader date of the 22nd idem, states that most of the people who had 
collected in the maidén near the town of Shol4pur have dispersed. At one 
_ time there were about six or seven thousand people there ; but now their num- 
ber has fallen to about 200. Some have gone to the relief-works, and some have 
gone abroad in quest of food. Many have become be , and are residing 
in the town to the great annoyance of the inhabitants. ne have gone as yet 
from this place to the Dhond works; several are being sent. away to the Yawati 
Tank ok. which is about,20 or 30 miles from Shol4pur. Those who -were 
prevented from going there by the sickness of their children or other near 
relations, have now been freed from that care, except to mourn over their deaths, 
and are going to the Yawati work. For some time charity used to be given to 
these wretched people; but now all charity is stopped. If some eight or ten 
persons show willingness to go to that work, the officials evince unwillingness 
to write a letter for such a small number. They say that the number must be 
at least 60, when they will write a letter and sendthem. There is a poor-house 
here. .There are on its register about 224 persons. ‘They are required to be 
in that place the whole of their time. They are prohibited from going out to 
beg. But the rations given to them are not,sufficient ; and, therefore, helpless 
persons do not like to go to this establishment. ‘Those who are already gone 
there are only half-fed. The writer states that he writes only what be has 
actually seen with his own eyes. Children eight years old are given only a 
quarter piece of a bread for food per head. Boys of fourteen or fifteen years 
age are given only one half piece of a bread per head. A grown up person gets 
only one bread. This establishment is managed under the supervision of 
the Collector and some big Native gentlemen. Hither these supervisors are 
ignorant what quantity of food is necessary for the maintenance of a person, or 
t °y must be knowingly torturing the poor people by starving them slowly. 
If the Native gentlemen are powerless before the mighty and humane Collector, 
is it not wise and proper for these men to resign the membership of the Com- 
mittee where they are of no use? Then referring to the way in which-the 
labourers are treated and paid by the Public Works Department, the writer 
states that he has heard curious stories from the officials of this department. 
The amount of work to be performed by a labourer to entitle him to: the full 


and when what the labourers do get through is less than the required unit, it 
is not entered what real part it is of that unit, but is always considered as only 
one-half, whether it be three-fourths and even more. ‘The officials follow the 
above system for the sake of simplicity of accounts! In some places halfa da 
in @ week is cut, even when the labourer works the whole week. Allusion is 
also made to the small, but to the wretched labourers very important, sums ex- 
torted as bribes by the underlings of the department. | S | 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 23rd March, in a leader, after referring to 
the frightful form the famine is assuming in the Shol4pur and other districts, 
and to the close-fisted policy of Government in dealing with the present preg d 
though several of its own professional officers have publicly declared that the 
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rations it gives to the famine-stricken people are too scanty to keep them in. 


i that is two annas, isso heavy that few or no labourers can get through it, 
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health, and even in life for a long time, and to its obstinately believing that 
what it does is amply sufficient for the occasion, and to such other matters, 
makes a strong appeal to the Native community to come forward with a liberal 
aid, and to'relieve their fellow-countrymen from starvation and death, and thus 
to show that they take a more lively interest than their foreign and alien rulers 
in the preservation of the numerous sufferers, the tillers of the soil, the real pro- 


viders of their daily bread from year to year, and, therefore, the necessary 
pillars of the whole social fabric. 


The Dnydnodaya (8) of the 29th March, in an article, headed “ Dreadful 
Accounts from the Famine Districts,” observes that very fearful accounts are 
received from the famine districts. The public believes that as the merciful 
British Government has opened relief-works for the benefit of the sufferers from 
the famine, those people must be receiving excellent help. But when the real 


state of the famine districts is known, the above delusion altogether vanishes. — 


The Dnydnodaya then proceeds to give the substance of what it has read in the 
newspapers on the subject. The Government officials exact very severe labour 
from the relief seekers, but do not give them sufficient food. They set to them 
such a heavy task, that they are unable to perform it. For domg the task 
each man is paid 7 pice; each woman 5 pice; and each child only one pice. 
These rates are enough to buy only half the quantity of food these poor people 

require to satisfy their hunger. The small bribes extorted from these wretched 
people by the Kérkuns, Mokadams and other wicked underlings, lessen their 
miserable and scanty earnings still further. On Sundays the works are stop- 
ped, and the workmen receive nothing on these days. Thus, the wretched 
people have been reduced to mere skeletons; and many of them, especially 
children, have commenced to die. The number’ on the Government relief- 


works have fallen by 120,000. Where could they have gone to? ‘Several o 
them may have abandoned the work, and several more must-have died. 
12,000 or 15,000 persons have come to Bombay from the famine icts. 


They are all utterly exhausted and reduced from want of nourishment and 
fatigue of travelling. They have been so emaciatéd that their bones can be 
counted from a distance. ey have contracted several diseases. They are 
so terribly famished, that they devour, like cattle, the skins of fruit or vegéta- 
bles, and drop down dead suddenly. The same is the state of matters in the 
Madras Presidency. Though the evil has created a great sensation everywhere, 

the authorities refuse to believe even itsexistence. They persist in attributing 
these deaths to chalera. ener cannot’ admit that the evil results from the 
stingy policy: introduced by Richard Temple. Their Highnesses the Scindia, 

Holkar and Gaikwar have opened Anna Sataras, or alms-houses, in several 

places, and are affording some relief to the starving population. The people 
used to praise the British Government, and censure the Native Rajds and Chiefs. 
But the pohiey of Sir Richard Temple has produced the contrary effect, that is 
the people have begun to extol the generosity of the Native Princes above the 
tender mercies, of the British Government. The doctors and the Sanitary Com- 
missioner of the Madras Presidency condemn the rates of wages recommended 
by Sir Richard Temple. The Dnydnodaya wishes Government would bestow 
&@ proper consideration on this grave subject, and would increase the rates of 
wages paid to the labourers on the relief-works and would pay them the same 
rates on Sundays as on the week days, without exacting any labour. Rut if it 
thinks it too t a favour.to adopt the last suggestion, at least it should employ 
them on Senden ason other days. To starve these wretched people on the 


plea of the sacredness of the Sabbath, is contrary to the object of that divine 
institution and to the scriptures. It is a positive sin, observes the Daydnodaya. 


__ The Shubha Suehak (14) of the 23rd March, but received on the 25th, opens 
with a leader, headed ‘ The Starvation of the Labourers on the Relief-works, and 
the Necessity of Dams, Canals, Tanks, &c.” ‘The famine policy at present 
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adopted by the Government of India, says thé writer, may be safely denounced 
as very: blameworthy and discreditable to the enlightenment of the British 
Government. - The article under notice confines itself to the consideration of 
two points only in that policy, namely, the rates of wages paid to the labourers 
on the relief-works, and the nature of those works themselves. Government seem 
to. oscillate between the two extremes, extravagance and parsimony, equally 
removed from wisdom and the virtueof economy. During the late Bengal 
famine it committed the former error, and deservedly incurred censure from 
thoughtful critics. On the occasion of the present famine it is perpetrating the 
1, pea vice. Now the seekers of relief are made to work hard from morni 
till evening, and are paid wages enough only to give them half feeding. The 
present course is nothing more or less than killing people by slow starvation. 
An impression is being created among the people, that the present relief-policy 
is @ mere sham, resorted to to show that Government cares for the lives of the 
ryote, and that the attempt is not made in earnest. The great mortality among 
the relief-workmen is attributed by the authorities to cholera; but, in truth, 
it is the consequence of insufficient heding to which the sufferers are subjected. 
Government is censured for treating so cruelly its ponenigt f which has con- 
tributed so materially to its revenue by paying several taxes, and which has been 
reduced to its present abject poverty by its own fiscal policy. It is one of the 
great duties of Government to protect these ryots from its great calamity to 
which they are exposed. Then proceeding to notice the point, namely, the 
character of the rebel weeks, the writer shews his partiality to dams, canals, 
tanks and such other works as. are calculated to increase the water-supply in the 
, country, and, thereby, increase its agricultural capability, in opposition to other 
‘public works such as roads, buildings, &c. Under the above belief, he con- 
demns the construction of the Dhond railway line. He observes that, for the 
‘aie og the Government proposes to construct only the earth-work of this line ; 
ut the proposal does not re to be wise, because the next rains will wash 


away a portion at least of this work, and the labour spent on it will, be thrown 
away. 


A correspondent of the Kalpataru (16) of the 25th March, writing from 
Karméla, describes the awful condition to which the ryots of unfortunate taluka 
are reduced.. The people of that taluka, being extremely poor, succumb 
the soonest to the calamity. Government only has the means of affording 
relief under such an extensive visitation. The ryots fondly believed the pater- 
nal British Government would protect them from starvation; but, unfortunately, 
their belief has turned out to be delusive. The people have commenced to die of 
staryation. At the commencement of the famine Tcemannal was more kind, and 
at once started public works large enough to afford relief to the needy population. 
_ Butits humanity was soon cooled, and the relief-works have been stopped. The 

consequence of this has been, that numbers of the poor ryots are wanderi 
without food, and some are actually dying of starvation. But the local officers 
do not think it their duty to report the sad occurrences:to their superiors. 

Though the newspapers are publishing deaths of the ryots from starvation, 
Government not only does not believe the statements of the newspapers, but 
on the contrary persists in asserting that as yet not a single death has occurred 


from starvation. In order to remove this erroneous belief of Government 


and to awaken it to the real state to which the unhappy ryots of the taluka 
are reduced, the writer gives a list of the persons, with their names and places 
of residence, who have actually died of late of starvation. 


The Subodha Pairikdé (24) of the 25th March, in an article, headed ‘ The 
Famine-stricken People and 'the Sunday,” alluding to the Government Resolation, 


published in a recent number of the Government Gaeette, that the relief-works 


shall not be stopped on the approaching Good Friday, observes that this Resdlu- 

tion is really very merciful; for, in the absence of this Resolution, this sacred 

day pipe haa proved: a day of starvation to thousands of poor unhappy 
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people. The Patrikd wishes Government would pass an equall merciful re- 


solution regarding the weekly Sundays.' The wages now paid to the labourers on 
the relief-works are hardly enough for their maintenance for a day ; and, there- 
fore, to stop the works on a Sunday and not give them any wages, is to put 
them to starvation on that day. It is superfluous to say that this course is 
extremely improper and cruel. Two grounds may be advanced in support of 
this course. One is that Sunday is believed by the Christians to be a day of 
rest, on which it is sinful to labour oneself, or to make another person work ; and 
the second ground is to give rest of one day in a week to the supervisors of the 
relief-works. The first, ground is peculiar to the Christians only, and, therefore, 
sectarian ; and it does not become Government to bring it forward to oppose a 
work of mercy and of saving human lives. Such an interpretation does not 
redound to the credit or goodness of the Christian religion, and is highly 
calculated to bring it down to the level of the ridiculous superstitions of this 
country. ‘The writer is sure that the enlightened Christians will take the same 
view of this matter. The Indian railways do not observe the Sunday, and run 
their trains and do other work just as on the other days of the week, though 
the working of the railway lines is not as necessary as the continuation of the 
relief-works is to the relief-seekers. If Government will cancel the prohibition 
regarding the employment on the Sunday, it will raise itself and its religion 
in the pee estimation, and it will do an act acceptable in the eyes of God 
Himself. The narrow-minded among the Christians may approve of the present 
course ; but the thoughtful and the enlightened of them condemn it as our. 
less, superstitious and cruel. If Government cannot do this on the ground of 
religion, it should cut half the pay for every Sunday of all its big-salaried Chris- 
tian officers, and distribute the proceeds among the relief-seekers on Sundays. 
These officers do not work, and yet receive their pay for that day. Their 
salaries, moreover, are ample to bear the curtailment proposed, without any 
inconvenience. The third suggestion is, that Government itself should bear 
the expense and pay the wages on Sundays without exacting any work. The 
expenditure, though trifling for each individual, is sure to prove considerable 
collectively ; yet it must be incurred, as it isnecessary for the protection of the 


lives of those whose labour contributes so essentially to the support, nay to the 
very existence of the great State. feces 


Munierpalitres. 


The Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 21st March, but. received on the 25th, 
observes that a scarcity of water prevailing in the town of Satara in these hot 
months is too notorious to require to be described. This want is most painfully 


felt by the poor rustics who bring fuel and such other small articles to the city, 


and who, after eating some parched grain ‘and some dry piece of bread, want 
some water to drink, but find it difficult or even impossible to get it in the town. 
The public cisterns contain no water in these days, and the inhabitants are very 
unwilling to give water, as if it were milk or ghee. Ifthe local became gen 4 
would place drinking water in some of the police stations for giving it to suc 
_ poor outsiders as want it, the corporation would do a very benevolent and very 
useful act. It is not at all difficult to carry out the Give suggestion. The 
Municipality has bhistis or watermen in its service. They may be made to 
provide water in some police stations, and the peons may a asked to give 


the water to those who may apply for it. The attention of the kind-hearted 


President, Mr. Moore, is requested to this. humane proposal. 

The Hitechchhu (43) of Ahmedabad of the 22nd March, but received on the 
25th, contains No.3 of the series of articlesit has been writing, headed. ‘“ The 
Health Officer, the Underground Privies, and the Prohibition to burn Dead Bodies 


near Dudheshwar.” The present article asserts, as its predecessors did, that the 
th of the town, and points 


underground privies are not prejudicial to the heal 
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out that about three lakhs of rupees would be required to satisfy the claims of 
the persons whose underground privies would be destroyed, as the number of 


such privies is about four thousand ; that aboveground privies would be inconve- - 


nient to women who always remain behind curtains, and to persons who have 
religious objections to make a use of them; that many houses are so small, or 
otherwise so constructed, that sweepers cannot be well allowed to enter them 
by their residents whose women are purdéhnashin or who have religious objec- 
tions to their admission into their houses to clean the aboveground privies ; 
that some lanes are very narrow ; that the vacant ground between the opposite 
houses is not more than two gaj, and if aboveground privies are allowed to be 
made in the front portions of: such houses a great nuisance will be created there- 

from; that sick persons and purdéhnashin women will find it highly inconve- 
- nient to use the Municipal latrines outside the gate, which are about two miles 
distant from the populated parts of the town; that these latrines are not 
numerous enough to answer the call which would be made upon them, in case 
all the underground privies are destroyed, &c. 


The same states that the Municipality of Ahmedabad requires that every 
birth and death should be reported to the corporation, and that the person at 
whose ‘house either of these events takes place, is to make the report. As for 
deaths, they are registered at the city gates, and there is nothing to com- 

lain about the matter. For registering births, the people have to go to the 
unicipal office. It would be better, therefore, to have registers of births at 
every police station in the town, and to get the policemen at the stations to register 
births occurring within the police circle of a station, on a report made by the 
rsons 4t whose house the event has occurred. Ifa policeman does not know 
how to write, the person making the report can make the entry ; or if he also 
‘cannot write, a wayfarer passing at the time can make the entry for him. 


A correspondent of the Jdme Jamsed (45) of the 24th March, but received 
on the 26th, states that the slaughter-house at Bandora, belonging to the Muni- 
cipality, creates a great nuisance. Every day the sea water does not enter into 
that building, and the nuisance of the place is not washed away daily. The 
Lady Jamsetji’s bridge between Mahim and Bandora prevents the sea water from 
coming into the slaughter-house on any other than high tide days. If more 
arches than one are made to this bridge on the Bandora side, the sea water. will 
daily enter the slaughter-house and clean it of the nuisance. The attention. of 
the Municipality is requested to this subject. 


The Jéme Jamsed (45) of the 28th March is sorry to find that the motion 
made by Mr. Raghunath Nérd4yan Khote on Tuesday last, in the meeting of the 
‘Town Council cf Bombay, that only three-fourths of the town duties levied on 
goods imported into Bombay which are afterwards exported to the Mofussil or 
other countries should be remitted as a drawback, and that the remaining one- 
fourth should be appropriated by the Municipality has failed. The Jéme Jamsed 
repeats the arguments it has several times before this advanced, that the greater 


— of the burden of the Municipal taxation of Bombay is borne by the 


ouse-holders; that the value and inccme from the rent of the buildings have 
considerably decreased, on account of the fall of the trade and commerce 
of the island; that the burden of the taxes levied on buildings is very heavy ; 
that this heavy burden is the principal cause of the fall in the value of ong 
and that a demand is made from every quarter to lessen this burden. e 
Municipal expenses also have considerably increased; and as they are not 
lessen 1, there is no hope of the burden falling upon the house-holders de creasing. 
There is, however, a prospect of this en on estates being lessened, if the 
load of Municipal taxation is distributed equally among all persons en oying 
Municipal comforts and conveniences. For these reasons, the Jdéme Jambed 
has several times recommended that a Municipal tax should be levied 
on all goods imported into and afterwards exported from Bombay. Mr. 
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Khote’s proposal to refund only three-fourths of the drawback and retain the 
remaining one-fourth for the use of the Municipality, was in accordance with 
the above sound views, and was just and proper, The goods landed at Bombay 
for being carried into. the Mofussil, use the roads of Bombay and are protected 


from theft by its police and from fire by its fire-engines. For enjoying these — 


conveniences it is just that the owners of those goods should be made to coniri- 
bute their share tothe Municipality. The Jdme Jamsed advises the friends of 
the tax-payers not to be disheartened by the failure of Mr. Khote’s motion and 
to continue their attempts in regard to this matter. 


The Rdst Goftar (47) of the 25th March, in a small leader, headed “ A 
Suicide Averted,” expresses great pleasure at the failure of the proposal made 
by Mr. Raghundth Néréyan Khote in the meeting of the Town Council of Bom- 
bay of Tuesday last, that a drawback of three-fourths only of the duties levied 
on goods imported into Bombay but afterwards exported to the Mofussil or 
other countries, should be made, and the remaining one-fourth be retained b 
by the Municipality. Mr. Khote’s reason for the retention of the one-fourt 
was, that these goods enjoy Municipal conveniences for which they ought 
to pay. Fortunately for Bombay, by the casting vote of the chairman of the 
Council this proposal was negatived ; and Mr. Maclean has thereby saved Bom- 
bay from a suicidal measure. The mover of this proposition may be asked, 


if Bombay gets a right to impose tax on goods passing through it, why should — - 


not Calcutta and Madras enjoy a similar right? Why should not the ports 
from Surat to Gogo and Bhaunagar claim the same right? Why should not 
the cities and towns from Kurrachee to Peshawar, of the Maldbar Coast and 
of the North-Western Provinces ask for the same? And were all these cities 
and towns to follow in the footsteps of Bombay, what would be the condition 


- of trade? Suppose, for instance, one hundred candies of cotton or of some. 


other ie have to be sent from Bombay to Wadhwan, and ifSurat, Broach, 
Ahmedabad, Baroda and other places through which it passes levy a duty on it 
will it be able to bear it? Will the trade in this article be paying? If 
Foobar will drive away the trade from its shores, it will be diverted into other 
channels, and Bombay will cease to derive from it. It is true that this export 
trade derives a little advantage from the roads, lights and the police of Bombay, 
but it repays Bombay a thousand times, which ought to throw open its doors 
to this trade. The Bombayites ought to be ashamed to throw on the shoulders 
of the trade their duty to pay the Municipal taxes. 


Native States. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 26th March, in a long editorial, headed ‘‘ The 
Police and the Badmashes, or Bad Characters, of the Kolhapur State, ” observes 
that among the numerous blessings which the English rule has conferred. on 
this old country, the chief ones are an excellent judicial system and an excellent 
police. Though both these branches are far from being perfect and are suscep- 
tible of much improvement, yet when compared to what we had under the old 
rules, they must be pronounced to be perfection itself. After these preliminary 
observations, the writer proceeds to notice more particularly the subject of the 
article, the police of the Kolhapur State. From 1844 the State has come under 


the management of the British Government, and its affairs are conducted by a 


British officer, entitled the Political Agent of Kolhdpur and Southern Maréthé 


Country. One can reasonably expect, therefore, that the administration of the | 


State is as excellent as that of the other British provinces of the empire. But 
it is not so, as will appear from the sequel. _ This also must be remarked here, 


that the State spenie about 36,500 rupees on its police. There is a Chief Con- 


s 
stable appointed for each of the petds or divisions, and the whole branch is 
supervised by an independent officer called the Chief Officer of the Police. 


Notwithstan ing all these arrangements and the expenditure, the State abounds 
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in a. large number of criminals, who commit incendiarism, housebreaking and 
such other serious crimes. These rascals act under extensive combinations, 
and keep the police under awe. The above is no groundless declamation. 
That the above state is a real fact, is borne out by a circular recently published 
by the chief police officer of the State and published in one of the issues of the 

olhd4pur vernacular paper called the Dnydn Sdgar (31). An intelligent gen- 
tleman has taken the trouble of collecting the criminal statistics of the State, 
and has come to the following results:—On an average of the last 7 or 8 
years, it appears that about 4,000 arrests are annually made in the State by its 
police. Ott of this number about 1,000 or 1,500 escape before the framing of 
a charge. From 400 to 500 get away from want of proof, and the remaining 
2,000 only: get punishsd. Out of this last number about one hundred are com- 
mitted every year. These few statistics shew the inefficiency of the police. 
Again, the police appears to be very deficient in one of its essential works—the 
prevention of crimes. This is proved by the facts which have come to light 
at several criminal trials. The Jndu Prakdsh then gives brief summaries of 
some trials. They are all of murders. All the murdered individuals were 
themselves great criminals and prominent members of gangs, combined together 
to carry on the nefarious work of crime and violence. They met with their 
deaths either from their own evil associates, or from the people of their‘villages 
who found their violence unbearable, and, consequently, risked their lives and 
liberties in attempting to put down the violence by perpetrating another. The 
writer quotes the opinions of Colonels Barton and Schneider in support of his 
.statements, and observes that these cases reveal very clearly the awful state 
of tyranny and insecurity prevailing in this Native State under the British 
management. In consequence of this deplorable inefficiency of the police, the 

ots are forced to perpetrate crimes and violence and run the risk of losing 
their lives and of being punished by the law, in order to get rid of their tyrants 
and oppressors. The writer gives the following recent case where justice ap- 
pears most plainly to have failed. One Pirgawand4, an inhabitant of Kdgal, 
is a brother to the police patil of that place. He hada mistress, and had dri- 
ven away his own married wife from the house. In vain did the wife wait for 
a long time that her husband might be more just to her and take her back 
under his protection. At last she filed a suit against him in the court of the 
Nyayadhish for maintenance. The defendant Pirgawandé pleaded his willing- 
ness to admit the plaintiff into his house and maintain her. After this she went 
into his house ; but the poor woman was soon after found dead in a well outside 
the village. While the police was enquiring into this matter, Pirgawanda’s 
mistress also suddenly died. The police and the Nydyddhish arrested Pirga- 
wand4 on suspicion, and kept him under confinement for two or three months ; 
but at last set him free, declaring that there was no murder. The writer asks, 
if there was no murder, why was the man arrested and kept under confinement 
so long? How did these women meet with their deaths so suddenly and so 
mysteriously ? The popular talk is that both these women were murdered, and 
the murderer is a person of such powerful influence that even the authorities 


dare not utter a word against him, and he can commit any. number of murders 


with great impunity. The writer in the Indu Prakésh does not know how far 
the above popular rumour is true; yet he believes that these women were mur- 
dered and the crimes are not likely to be detected. In short, it appears very 
Cae that there are very extensive and powerful gangs of bad characters in the 
olhdpur State, and they succeed in holding the authorities In terror and in 
ying on their nefarious practices to the great detriment of the -subjects of 

the State; and the evil is so crying and serious, that it ‘requires immediate 
attention of the authorities. Had thin come to such a pass in a Native 


State under the management of a Native Chief, the English Government would 
have come down upon him with the severest censure, or would have relieved 
him from his responsible duties and sent him to attend to his well-being 


in wr — — on the banks of some sacred river. But as the Kolhapur 
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State is under the management of a high'British officer, Government is not likely 
to pay much attention to the evil complained of above. The writer, however, 
concludes this long article with a hope that both the Political Agent and 
Government will give the earnest attention it deserves to this grave subject. 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 23rd March, but received on the 25th, in an article, 
headed ‘‘ Baroda,” expresses dissatisfaction with the administration of Sir 
T. Madhawréw. Raja Sir Tanjore, says the writer, is a Native gentleman of 
known and tried abilities. He acquired the rare fame of a good tte | enlightened 
administrator in Travancore and Indore, and, therefore, his nomination as the 


. Diwén of Baroda was hailed with joy everywhere. But Baroda seems to be a 


State fated to be ill-managed, no matter under whose administration it falls. 
Under its last hereditary chief, the unhappy Malhdrraw, the old Sardars and 
the ryots loudly complained that he did not treat them with justice. The para- 
mount cy ore Government was, at last, induced to interfere, and ultimately 
removed that Chief from the gdédi, placed a new one of its own choice, and 
made over the management of the State to Raja Sir Tanjore. But, wonderful 
to say, the complaints of these old Sarddrs and the ryots are now ten times 
louder than they were under Malhdrréw! The chief cause of these complaints 
is the enquiry into the old Inams, allowances and other alienations, which 
makes a large number of the people uneasy about their old and ancestral incomes. 
Another cause of the complaints of the people is that, all the high and lucrative 
posts in the State are given to the outsiders, to the exclusion of the sub} ects of 
the State. These complaints seem to be very seriously felt by the people, as is 
evidenced by a very significant fact, that a petition, very numerously signed 
by the people of the Baroda State, was recently sent to Her Gracious 


a] | the Empress of India, praying the restoration of Malhdrrdw to the 
gadi o | 


Baroda. This shows that the tyranny and oppression committed by 
the ex-Gaikwar have been forgotten under the present grievances. But the 
greatest fault which.the writer in the Shiwdji finds with Raja Sir Tanjore, is the 
offer he is said to have made to the British Government to lend to it a sum of 
75,00,000 rupees at interest, to be invested in constructing a new railway line. 
The Baroda State has as yet too large a field for the investment of the. capital 
the Diwdn can spare, to seek investment out of that State. It has as yet to 
construct its own dams, canals, and other useful public works. It has also to 
encourage the manufacturing industries of its own subjects. The Baroda State 
ought to recognize these claims of its own subjects first, before lending its 
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spare money to other Governments. The Diwd4n has made the above proposal . 


from some inspiration of the paramount Government ; but the English Govern- 
ment is just and liberal, and will cheerfully admit the above principle, if 
properly explained. The attention of the able Diw4n is earnestly requested to 
this important matter. (The Karndtik Waértika (88) of the 25th March also 


_ takes the same unfavourable view of the above proposal of Raja Sir T. Madhaw- 


raw, and accuses him of propitiating the great English authorities at the sacri- 
fice of the real interests of the Baroda State). | 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 8rd April 1877. 
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The Public Adminjstration. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 1st April, in an article, headed ‘“‘ The Edu-. 
cation we receive, and Lord Lytton; or Lord Lytton’s Convocation Speech,” 
observes that, though the glorious sun visits our world every day, no one is: 
tired of his visits: So, we can never be tired of the subject of this: article, 
though it is brought so often to our notice. The subject has so many sides 
that it can never be exhausted. Again, our present well-being and our future 
rise among the nations of the world, depend 
standing of this great ‘question of popular education, that we can never give 
too much attention to it. The kind of education we get at present is very 
defective. In. the present system the chief attention seems to be given to 
the work of memory. In this respect the present system does not appear 
to be much superior to the old indigenous system, which believed that’ whren 
it succeeded in making a pupil get some things by heart, it accomplished the 
work of educution. The six standards in the schools and the four university 
examinations require such an immense quantity of matter to be gone through, 
that both the teachers and the pupils find themselves obliged to make education 
the work of memory rather than that. of understanding. The Inspectors when 
they go to examine'the schools, spend most of the time of their visit in looking 
to sach mechanical work, as how the boys stand, walk, keep. their copy-books, 
whether their exercise books are ruled with red ink, whether the Shoot isters 
~ Jook clean and fine, whether the time tables are on the walls, &c.; but the work 

of real examination, that is, whether the boys really understand the matter 
taught:to them, occupies but a very small part of the time of the visit. This 
system makes the teachers careful about the external trivials mentioned above, 
and neglect their real work of training and informing the mind of the pupil. 
In the colleges the matter is not much mended. In the course of one year and 
a half the B:A. candidate must prepare himself in all the necessary and in three 
voluntary subjects. Properly spéaking, the time is not sufficient to master.even’ 


the lar technicalities of these subjects. Add to this the fact,.that-all this . 


. study is prosecuted: in a foreign idiom, and the difficulty of the'task becomes at 

once apparant. But no one thinks of this matter. The consequence of this 
cramming system is, that the young student, like a labourer carrying 4 burden 
beyond his strength, gets exhausted when he reaches the appointed geal. As 
he does not understand thoroughly :the subjects he studies, he gets no taste for 
them; and, therefore, he seldom finds pleasure in cultivating them. This evil 
de Sh to be remedied. The suggestions made by His Excellency the Viceroy 
in his great and able Convocation speech on this subject, are important and de- 
serve a deep and careful consideration. One of these suggestions is, -that the 
Instruction given.to the people of India ought to.be of such a nature as ,to 
enable them to improve their own condition and the material prosperity of 
their country. There is not much use in teaching them the seérets and 
beanties of the style of such writers‘as Johnson and Addison.’- This .observa- 


tion of His Excellency .appears. to the Native Opinion very sound and 
judicious, and the suggestions which His Lordship has offered for the considera- 


tion of the University of Calcutta, deserve also a careful consideration from the 
University of Bombay. The writerbegs not to be understood to underrate the 
real importance of the study of English as a language. But, what he means to 
say here is, that a critical and complete mastery over the English idiom is not 
_ an object which every one should try to attain. If that idiom is understood 

‘Sufficiently to enable the student’ ‘to read ‘English authors on different useful 
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mént is not worth the exceeding trouble tonit. Our educational anthoriti 
should aim to teach us useful subjects, and in such a way that our knowledge will 
be to our benefit and to the benefit of our country. Itis true, as His Excelle 

the Viceroy observes, that all the universities can do is to indicate the way toa 
useful course of life ; but the way should be‘so indicated as to enable the learner 
to see it-clearly. Itrequires no very great penetration to see, that what is most 
wanted in the present state of this country is 4 practical acquaintance with the 
useful sciences and arts ; with manufactures and industries ;.and with trade and 
commerce. And our educationalists must turn their attention to these subjects, 
instead of insisting on teaching us to speak and write as good and idiomatic Eng- 
lish as Englishmen do. We require a knowledge of the English language, not as 
a vehicle of thought, but as a key to the valuable store of useful joa bag 9 
As an instrument of expressing our thoughts and feelings, we may study the 


vernaculars and classical languages of our own country ; and this acquirement will 


be more graceful than the mastery over a foreign tongue. Theuttention of the 
educational authorities and of the universities is earnestly requested to the proper 


consideration of this very important matter. 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 2nd April, in an article, headed “ The New 
School-house of Tanna, the Inhabitants of that Town, and Government,” ob- 
serves that it wrote a leader on the above subject, and published it in its issue of 
the 11th December last. On learning that. this old leader attracted the notice of 
the Collector and of the Executive Engineer of the Tanna District, and that these 
good officers changed their former opinion, and, abandoning the plan of build- 
ing the new school-house in an out-of-the-way and otherwise objectionable loca- 
lity, determined to build it in the locality where the school is situated at present, 
the Suryodaya thanked these officers for their regnecting the voice of the people. 
The Suryodayo is sorry, however, to have to,licpeat the same complaint. It 
appears that the authorities have again changed thqir mind, and intend building 

e new school-house in the locality disapproved of by the people, who, on 
hearing of it, have sent a numerously signed petition on the subject. The 


writer gives a summary of the objections set forth in the petition, and requests 


the authorities concerned to bestow due consideration on what the petitioners 
say. (The Arunodaya (9) of the 1st April also condemns the locality chosen by 
the authorities for building the new school-house at Tanna, on very similar 
grounds. ) 7 

The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 1st April has heard-that, about ten days ago, 
some Kuropean: merchants of Dholera went out shooting. They wanted to 
shoot some game on a tree near the temple of Bhimatwdd, which is near the 
town of Dholera. The Baéwaé of the temple prohibited them from killing the 
game on the tree. The Europeans did not listen to him. . They took revenge 

n him for his- prohibiting OR once before, and severely beat him and his 
disciple, Though this occurrence is known in the whole town of Dholera and 
has reached: the ears of the police, the latter has not apprehended the offenders, 
as they are Europeans, nor has it made any inquiries of them. There isa 
Second Class | 
of Euro , he too has remained silent. The First Class 


European and the offenders are of the same nationality. The Mitra prays 
Government to ascertain the truth of the above report, and if there be any truth 


to adopt measures to prevent the recurrence of a similar offence in future. — 
__ The Bombay Samdchdr (44) of the 31st March, but received on the 2nd 
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The sanie contains another leader, headed ‘‘ The Speech. made by Lord 


Ss in the Supreme Legislature,” in which is noticed the speech of the — 


iceroy, at the passing of a legislative Bill through the"Supreme Legislative 
Counc . for le ing a new tax in the North-West Provinces for carrying on the 
t works o ways and canals commenced in those provinces. Lord 


ytton, observes the Samdchdr, is a t poet and author, and can make: 


elegant and impressive hes. His Lordship’s utterances at the recent con- 
vocation of the Calcutta University were also very fine. But the rhetoric of these 
speeches ought not to be allowed to carry us away. The sentiments and the 
line of policy intended to be followed expressed therein, ought to draw particu- 
lar attention. Viewing His Lordship’s speech in the latter light, attention is 
first attracted by the sentiments expressed by him in regard to the expenses 
made upon public works. It is notorious that every year large expenses, 
amounting to about four krors of rupees, are made on public works, several of 
which are not remunerative. The money spent upon the unremunerative works 
is an objectionable ex rovzet? and Lord ‘Lytton expresses his disapproval 
of such an objectionable expenditure, and has admitted the necessity of lessen- 
ing the nditure to be made on such public works. These sentiments of 
His Lordship are very wise. If the expenses of the public works are consider- 
ably leaned the country will derive much benefit. There would, in such a 


. ease, be-no necessity of raising new loans, nor of imposing a new tax, 


and thereby of harassing the people. But it must not be forgotten, that the 
sentiments expressed by His Lordship are not new. They are to be heard 
from the time of the late lamented Lord Mayo. Lord Northbrook also 
had made big prontises for lessening the expenses of the Public Works De- 
partment. But nothing practical has been done up to this yee Heavy ex- 
penses still continue to be made on the Public Works and Military Depart- 
ments. Hence, Lord Lytton’s utterances in this matter cannot convey much 
consolatiou, unless earnest practical steps are taken to carry them'out. An ex- 


‘tensive famine harasses the country this year; and had the expenses of the Pub- 


lic Works Department been reduced this year, there would have been no need 
of raising new loans. When these expenses have been allowed in such a bad 
year as the present to remain at their old figure, it is hard to understand when 
the right time for reducing them will arrive. His Lordship’s sentiments in re- 
gard to the import duty on cotton-cloth coming from England, do not meet with 


Pag scenes of the Samdchdr.. His Lordship said that ‘this duty ought to 
e a 


hed in the interests of India.’’ .But, the more appropriate words would 
have been, “‘ in the interests of Manchester.” At present, and even for a long 
time to come, India would not only derive no benefit from such an abolition, 
but would even suffer a great loss, and Manchester alone would be benefited. 
His Lordship has, by uttering these sentiments, added to the dissatisfaction 
which already prevails among the people in this matter. The Secretary of State 
for India also entertains views calla to those held by the Viceroy. There is, 
therefore, no hope of getting justice done to this country from him also. The 


only quarter from which it is likely to be had is the Parliament; and if the | 
people of India fail to appeal to it, or to get justice on the appeal, the peaple — 
to 


should quietly put up with the wrong. Lord Lytton’s utterances in 
the famine also are not satisfactory. His Lordship stated with great pleasure 


'. that, though the late Bengal famine was not greater both in extent and severity . 


than the present famine in the Deccan and Southern India, less expenditure 
would be incurred on account of the latter than that made on the former. The 
bad effects of this leas ox) ndituré, observes the Samdchdr, are to be seen and 
heard. _ In Madras and Sholépur many persons have died and are dying from 
starvation ; and for such deaths Government officers as Collectors, Commissioners 
and Doctors make complaints in strong uage det 
mined to render such help only as it gives now to the unfortunate ‘people of the 
famine-stricken districts, it-would be better that such help should not be given 
to them, and that they should be left to the charity of the public and to their 
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fate. His Lordship ought to have expressed his regret at this state of affairs, 
and ought to have at once issued orders for increasing the reduced rate of w 

paid to the labourers on the relief works. (The Yajdén Parast (49) of the Ist 
April also observes that His Excellency the Viceroy’s desire to abolish the im- 
port duty on Europe cotton goods, will be a death-blow to the cotton industry of 
this country ; and it does not become the learned and wise Viceroy to entertain 


such views. The expression of these views.by the Viceroy has saddened the 


_ hearts of the Natives. The Parast expresses hopelessness of getting justice from 


7 


‘such persons to carry guns and s 


the Parliament even, and advises silent resignation in the matter.) 


The same of the 8rd April opens with a leader, headed “ The Atrocious 
Conduct of some Europeans towards the Natives,” in which the murders of these 


‘Natives are noticed, and comments are made upon these sad events. A Native 


has died at Darjeeling in consequence of an assault made upon him by a Euro- 
pean; and at Meerut two villagers have been shot to death by some European 
soldiers, who had gone out shooting. For the latter occurrence the old story is 
to be heard. It is said that some European soldiers went with their guns into 
the jungle for sport. The Natives assaulted and beat them ; whereupon the 
soldiers had, in protection of their own lives, to shoot and kill the Natives. 
Such things as the above have frequently occurred, and do still occur. And 
the reason of their occurrence is no other than that, in such matters, the whole 
fault is attributed to the Natives; that the soldiers are represented and held 
innocent ; and that the European culprits are visited with small punishments. 
As r the first reason, viz :—finding fault with the Natives alone, it should 
be borne in mind that the Natives honour Europeans, fear them and are ever 
anxious to do them service, whether the Europeans be Government officials, 
private individuals, or soldiers. Even in the presidency town of Bombay Native 
olicemen and police officers salute every European’ with due respect, and shew 
ear of him. When such is the case, how will the ignorant villagers dare anno 
the soldiers without cause ? Very few indeed must be ignorant of the fact, that 
the villagers will not even shew their fingers towards Europeans, until they (the 
villagers) find their own lives or the honour of their women threatened, and see 


no other way of protecting them than by coming out in opposition to their Euro- 


pean oppressors. As regards the second reason, viz :—representing and holding 
the Europeans innocent in such cases, it should not be forgotten that some 
Europeans and European soldiers visit villages and commit mischief or create 
rows therein.. In addition to this, European soldiers are given to take liquor 
when they go out, and Peapenty kick up rows with other people. To allow 

hot and visit the villages, is most objectionable, 
and generally leads to occurrences like the above mentioned. The authorities 
frequently see the desirability of preventing the visits of such soldiers to the 
villages, and yet they do not adopt proper measures. The proper way to put 
down. such oceurrences is to deal out justice in such cases, and to visit the 
offenders with severe punishment.’ The authorities should see that justice is 
done and the culprits get due punishment. The Samédchdr is sorry to find that due 
effect has not been made by the great condemnation made by Lords Northbrook 
and Lytton, of the conduct of Europeans in such cases, and by their expressing 
their resolution to punish heavily the offending Europeans. His Excellency the 
Viceroy is, therefore, prayed to bestow the same attention as was given by him 
in the now famous Fale: case, on the two cases of murders mentioned above and 
on every other case which might hereafter happen, and see that justice is done in 
them and the culprits are visited with sufficient punishment. If His Lordship 


gives his personal attention to such cases, sooner or later a good result will follow. 


The Jéme Jamsed (45) of the 31st March, but received on the 2nd A 
expresses regret at the abolition of the Gujardti Class in the Grant Medi 
College, an repeats the same ts in favour of the contin 


and repeats the same arguments in favour of the continuation of the 
Clase, as have been adduced by other members of the Vernacular Press 
have been noticed more fully in the previous weekly reports. > 
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The same of the 3rd April congratulates the Bombay Presidency on its 


getting Sir Richard Temple for its new Governor. Sir Richard, says the Jéme 
Jamsed, 18a gentleman of liberal sentiments, and has regard for the natives of this 
country. ule Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal he recommended a very good 
proposal to the Supreme Government. © He has proposed that eleven Appellate 
Courts should be opened in the Bengal Presidency. In each of these Courts 
there should be two Judges, one European and the other a Native, and they 
should get equal pay. This last recommendation plainly shows that Sir 
Richard observes no difference of caste or creed, and treats the Europeans and 
Natives alike, and wishes to concede to both the same rights. Bombay had a 
great need of such a liberal-minded Governor, and it is highly pleasant to get 
one in him. The Jdéme Jamsed expects that the Natives will 

under the administration of the new Governor. 


The same, in another place, advises the Natives not to be discouraged by 
the fear, expressed in some quarters, that*the petition which is being got up for 
submission to Parliament, for making the Covenanted Civil Service of India 
more accessible to the Natives, ‘will stop the good work commenced by the 
Viceroy of bestowing high places, hitherto reserved for the Covenanted Service, 
upon the Natives. It is said that, on the submission of this petition the autho- 
rities will suspend the bestowing of high places on the Natives until the decision 
of Parliament on it will be known, and the Parliament will take a long time 
to give its decision. Lord Lytton, says the Jame Jamsed, is not of such a dis- 
see as to take a revenge on the Natives, for their making the petition to 

arliament, and stop bestowing on the Natives such high places as he can now 


find for them. His Lordship’s two speeches in regard to the bestowal of high | 


pace on the Natives, prove that His Lordship entertains great regard for the 
_ Natives, bestows some high places on them, and listens to the ors epee 

of the Natives as well as the Covenanted Europeans. When His Lordship sees 

that the Natives are not satisfied with the few places he can bestow on them, 
he will, instead of punishing them for their-just prayer, direct his attention to 
bestowing more posts upon them ; for he will not see wisdom in refusing to 
bestow such places on educated and qualified Natives. The Jdme Jamsed thinks 
that the oe pana will not refuse to grant the just prayer of the Natives. 
But supposing it does refuse, the Natives ought not to be discouraged by the 
refusal. Generally, Parliament is not moved to grant petitions by single appli- 
cations, and more than one appeal is often required to be made to obtain the 
desired ss ae from that English national tribunal. And if the first petition 
fails, the Natives should coritinue to make more, when Parliament will see that 
the Natives have learnt to ask for their rights, and it will think fit to make the 


. 


concession prayed for by them, 


_ Acorrespondent of the same of the 6th April states that there exists at 
Surat a gang of rogues, which makes false complaints against respectable per- 
sons, charging some with theft and others with murder, and also makes anony- 
mous petitions. These rascals do this, in order to extort money from poor 
innocent persons. They have recently charged a Parsi, named Mancherji 
Jiwéji Mhetd4, with committing thefts, causing the commission of thefts, and 
keeping with him stolen property. ‘The Parsi is gone to Bombay on some busi- 
ness, and, consequently, the police has deferred enquiring into the 


The writer requests Mr. Motilal, the Police Inspector of the town of Sarat, to. 


. 


detect this gang and tor have it duly punished, 
The Akhbdre Sowddgar (46) of the 4th April, in referring to the arrival of a 


special envoy from Portugal, to make a new commercial treaty with regard to | 
the trade bebwoen the Portuguese settlements in India and the British Indi 


territory, observes that the arrangements for this important treaty are bei 


Secretly made at Calcutta, and, consequently, the people of Bombay who have 
_ 0 important commercial connection with the Portuguese settlements, are kept 
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get many new rights — 
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ments ig sek nung made, the pig | Indian Government would receive 
important help from them in making an penguins Gomiy. After censuring 
the 1 Viceroy and his councillors for carrying on the work of this important 
treaty secretly, and after reminding them that the of State was ver 

miich displeased with Lord Northbrook for having passed the new Indian Tariff 
Act secretly, the Sowddgar requests the Viceroy to communicate to the people of 


Bombay the arrangements which dre being made in regard to this important 
soomaeal treaty, before their final settlement. __ 


The Samsher Baéhddur (53) of the 30th March, but received on the 1st April, 
says that it is very strange that Government does not take proper steps in putting 

down marriage and other egy x going through the public streets with a 
great noise of tomtoms. ese foolish exhibitions frequently lead to serious 
accidents by which human lives.are lost. Recently the procession of the Sw4mi 
Ndérdéyan Mahdrd4j was going along, and in it fire-arms were let off. On account 
of the bursting of one of the muskets two persons have been killed. It was 
foolish, nay criminal, for the Mah4r4j to require the letting off fire-arms in the 
great crowd of the procession. It is said that once an accident occurred from 
fire-arms in @ procession, and since then the use of them in these foolish exhibi- 
tions has been prohibited by the authorities. If this be true, the Mahdrdj has 
committed a criminal act. It is also said that the authorities have connived at 
this wrong conduct of the Mahdraj. If so, they have not done right. 


The same says that it is very desirable that more care should be taken of 
the sins of Tdélukdd4rs in Ahmedabad. For their education Government has 
opened a separate institution, called the Télukd4ri school. They also reside in 
this building. Recently a two-horse carriage belonging to a Tdlukdér was sent 
to calla prostitute. The moral conduct of these rich students ought to be more 
carefully looked after. | 2 


, 


The Famine in the Deccan. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 2nd April opens with a long leader, headed 

‘“ Has not the Time for Convening a Public Meeting at Bombay in Connection 
with the Famine, as yet arrived”? One feels extremely sorry and despondent 
when writing about this melancholy subject, the famine. When one writes fre- 
uently on this subject, one wishes the writing would lead to some useful results. 
But, the more the Press writes on this subject, the more the Government and its 
officers seem to grow obstinate and to persist’in the course they have adopted. 


The more astonishing fact is, that Government and its officers seem to have for- 
gotten the real interests of even the State itself. The latter, particularly, act as 


or 


norantly, selfishly and thoughtlessly as the officials of a Native State often do. 
he effects of this conduct are sure to prove disastrous both to Government and 
the people. The famine-stricken ryote are dispersing in all directions in quest 
of food, abandoning their homes. They can get no work, no wages, no food. 
They are dying of starvation. ‘They have carried their complaints to all the 
a eS eS even to the Secretary of State for India in England. The 
janik Sabhds are sending petitions and famine narratives to the authori- 

ties. .The Press is loud with complaints. Persons are dying of starvation’ in 
numbers not only in the afflicted districts, but thousands of sufferers have come 
to Bombay and are dying here as if at the very door of His. Excellency the 
But our pre- 


Governor, from want of food and from want of any medical help.. 
sent and future Governors have closed the fountains of their mercy, and are 


calmly looking on this heart-rending spectacle. They and the Supreme Govern-. 


ment assert that every thing is right ; but the public asserts the very reverse 

it. The writer quotes from the letter of Mr. Wi ( ia 

cotton mill at Sholépur, which: was recently published 
| 4 NP 7— 4 
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ignorant of these arrangements. Were ‘these people informed of the arrange- 
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which gives a fearful account of the state to which the people of that district are 


red The Indu Prakdsh quotes from the Kalpataru (16) newspaper of _ 
Sholépur, which also recites the same sad story regarding the condition of Shola- 
pur and of Karmdla. Quotation is also given from the Hitechchhu (20) news- 

per of Kalédgi, repeating the same tale of woe from that afflicted district. 
Nhe accounts from Madras are equally sad. Allusion is again made to the report 
of Dr. Cornish and to the mysteriously great fall in the number of the work- 
people ; to the confident assertion reiterated by the Special Famine Commissioner, 
that all is going on right; to the great severity exercised in the afflicted districts, 
in exacting the assessment of this year from those who have the means of pay- 
ing it; and, lastly, to the great number of emigrants in Bombay from the 

icted districts, and to their most wretched condition and the great mortality 
prevailing among them. After these quotations and reniarks, the Indu Prakash 
asks, will our Government, especially His Excellency Sir Philip Wodehouse, 
give their attention to this matter? Is not all this distress enough to convene a 
public meeting in Bombay of its inhabitants, for obtaining subscriptions for the 
relief of the famine-stricken ryots ? Has or has not the time yet arrived to 
raise the rate of wages, and to keep the relief-works open on Sundays? If His 
Excellency still persists in his old belief, and thinks that the right time for these 
things has not yet arrived, his obstinacy and whimsicalness must be pronounced 
to be unbounded, and it must be considered as a great misfortune of this pre- 
sidency that the Government of Her Gracious Majesty has sent this obstinate 
and whimsical officer to rule over us. Had the lives of only ten Europeans been 
concerned in the matter and had Government acted as it acts at present, not only 
the whole of India, but all the countries where the English language is spoken 
would have been agitated with loud cries, as has been truly observed by the 
Times of ‘India. This shews that the lives of thousands and even lakhs of the 
Native ryots have no value whatever in the eyes of Government. Let it be as 
it may; the Natives cannot, and ought. not, to see their fellow-countrymen die, 
without making the efforts they can to save them. Let them, therefore, set 
aside the opinion of the Governor and other big officials, and, acting indepen-’ 
dently, convene a public meeting of their countrymen, and do what they can to 
save their brethren of the afflicted districts from starvation and death. If they 
cannot take courage to act independently even in this matter of charity, they 
are not fit for anything in the world, and they are deservedly punished by 
_ providence for their worthlessness, by these calamities. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (8) of the 2nd April, in a long leader, headed “ The 

F amine-stri en Ryots and a Means to Save Them,” observes that the present 
famine in the Bombay and the Madras: Presidencies tells more terribly on the 
agricultural and the poorer artizan classes. These classes, especially the former, 
are the most ignorant and the poorest people in the country. ey work the 
hardest and get the smallest return for their labour. They live most miserably, 
and = Generally hopelessly plunged in debt. They labour hard, but the fruit 
of the labour goes to benefit either Government, which levies on them a heavy 
assessment, or the sowkdérs, who extort a usurious rate of interest from them. 
ese people are too poor and too ignorant to raise a complaint, sufficiently — 
loud or powerful to attract the notice of the authorities. They meekly and 
mutely suffer their sorrows like dumb animals. To such a population a famine 
ra single year even is utter starvation and sure death, et 2. relief or charity 
comes from others. This humble class, however, is the class from which Gov- 
ernment gets the largest portion of its annual revenue, and, therefore, it cannot 
allow this class to perish or get too. exhausted to work without seriously affect- 
ing its income. If not humanity and duty, at least its own interest ought to 


. 


Prompt Government to save this class from destruction. Otherwise, Govern- 
ment will have to repent of this neglect. The article concludes with an earnes 


appeal to the people also to be grateful to this humble and extremely | 


a8s—a class which primarly provides them. with food, and to save it in this 
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crisis by sparing a portion from their own food and giving it to these unhappy 
cultivators. * | . : | se | 

A correspondent of the Mahdrdstra Mitra (5) of the 29th March, but received. 
on the 1st April, observes that the great and awful miseries to which the ryots of 
the famine-stricken districts are reduced are too well known to need an her 
description ; but there are persons who are so wicked and of such a diabolical 
nature, as to take advantage of this dire ‘occasion to accomplish their abomin- 
able objects. - Many of the subordinates who are entrusted with the power of 
employing labourers, extort small bribes of a few pice from the wretched relief- 
seekers, for admitting them as labourers. One of these wicked men tantalized 
and insulted some poor starving women who implored to be admitted as 
labourers, and even asked them to gratify his lust. These fiends in human 
form are denounced by the writer in the strongest terms. Another correspon- 
dent of the same, writing from Sholdépur, gives the same sad account of the miser- 
able state to which the ryots are reduced there, as was given by a correspon- 


dent of the Native Opinion (2) of the last week, and summarized in the last 
weekly report more fully. | | 


The Arunodaya (9) of the 1st April, in a short para., ohserves that a Euro- 
pean officer, experienced in the management of the Indian prisons, states that 
the Native convicts require at least one {pound and a half of corn every day to 
keep them in health. Sir Richard Temple and our Government ought to 
ponder over this‘fact. Do not the famine-stricken ryots require as much corn 
as-is needed by the convicts even ? This statement of the European officer also 
agrees with the public belief, which denounces the present low rates of wages 
-given to the labourers on the Government relief-works as cruel. It is true, that 
Government is not bound to provide comforts to the famine-stricken ryots ; 
but it is bound to save them from death and starvation, and, therefore, it is also 
bound to see that the wages it pays to the relief-seekers are enough to save - 
them from starvation. Government is requested to reconsider this grave matter 
and to raise the rates of wages. 


The Mitechchhu (20) of Kalddgi of the 1st April, in an article, headed ‘‘ The 
Human Vampires,” observes that the famine has at present reduced the people 
to such miseries as no eye can bear to see or no ear can bear to hear. In ate 
to mitigate these miseries as far as possible, Government has opened several 
relief-works, and the charitable public has collected some subscriptions to give. 
alms to the helpless and the weak of the famine-stricken people. But persons 
are found so monstrous and so inhuman, as to take advantage of these miserable 
times to make gains, and to rob ‘the wretched ryots of their bread. Several 
underlings of the Public Works Department, vail as muster-kdérkuns, cashiers, 
mokadams, &c., and some apparently respectable persons entrusted with the 
management of the charity funds, are said. to abuse their power or misappro- 
priate the money under their control. The Hitechchhu has no words sufficiently 
strong to condemn the conduct of these human fiends. It has received a com- 
munication complaining of the abominable conduct of the underlings of the 
Public Works Davartandat: One cannot read this communication witheut 
extreme indignation and horror. The following is the substance of this com- 
munication :—At present two great relief-works are going on with much energy 
in the Kalddgi District. The writer had an occasion to visit both these work: 
personally. About 30,000 people are employed on these works. These poor 
persons are subjected there to the-greatest annoyance. Only strong-bodied — 
pores are admitted to these works; but within a week of the admission they 
gin to lose the glow of their health and grow weak. The writer enquired into 
the causes of this, and was told of the following facts. In admitting labourer 
these works, people living in their close neighbourhood are excluded on 
supposition that persons employed near their homes do not work properly. 
This arrangement entails much labour ‘on the relief-seekers in removing their 
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families and kit toa distance. The rates of wages vary from one to two annas, 
and the work is given in certain specified tasks. If the labourers are found 
unable to perform the task, they are turned off. Paymentis made'to the work- 
people on every Sunday. The writer made particular inquiries in this matter 
of payment, and it appears to him that a great mismanagement takes place in 
this matter. ‘T’he poor work-people do not get even the scanty wages in full, to 
which they are entitled by the sanctidned scale. In some places the mustering 
kérkuns do not admit labourers to work, before they exact from these wretched 
starving people an anna or two as pleasure-money. The poor fellows, having no 
money with them, try to get a loan of it and propitiate these ies.. Again, 
at the time of payment the cashiers, the mokadams and muster-kdérkuns com- 
bine and extort some paltry sums from the wretched labourers, who silently 
submit to this zoolum, because there is no way to escape.it. Again, the 
labourers are asked to bring certificates ‘of their fitness to work from the village 
officers, who must also be propitiated by some offering to grant these certificates. 
So many exactions reducing their already scanty wages, render it almost impossi- 
ble for the poor work-people to live with their families in these dire days. 
Their miseries are i ssaherivle Add to this ill-treatment and other circum- 
stances, and their condition will appear in its true colour. The authorities 


concerned are earnestly prayed to look into this matter, and take immediate 
measures to redress this complaint. : 


The A'ryé Warta (35) of the 31st March, but received on the 3rd April, has 
a rambling leader of some length, headed ‘‘ The Famine and the Application of 
Philosophy.” Our Government, says the writer, must be admitted to be a ve 
kind Government ; but its conduct inspires the people.with a fear of one kind. 
It is very fond of experiments and theories. One of the philosophers of ancient 
Greece is said to have entertained an opinion, that the best way of disposing*of 
the dead was to eat them up! and he supports this opinion by the consideration 
that if we do not eat our dead, they will be eaten by worms! Thus, eating our 
dead is not only to turn the dead “to the use of the living, but to save them from 
the dishonour of being converted into the bodies of worms. But the credulous 
and ignorant world could not appreciate, and, therefore, would not adopt the 


_ wise theory of this brilliant philosopher! Let us apply some of the principles 


of European philosophy to the ptesent famine in Southern India. It can be 
proved by good arguments, that our earth is over-populated, and that the few 
must die for the benefit of the many. ~The law of nature also points out the 
same truth. The strong subsist on and supersede the weak. Famines are one 
of the phenomena of nature. They are beyond the control of man. Man can- 
not resist the course of nature. His wisdom consists in submitting toit. These 
principles prove that the true way of remedying a famine, is not by giving food 
to the famine-stricken, that is, those who are destined to die should not have their 


pangs papecomerily prolonged. Why should they be made to lessen the. food 


of the strong ?. at a fine set of philosophical principles, sarcastically exclaims 
the writer in the A'rya Warta. We must not be understood, however, continues 
he, to assert that the conduct of our Government is entirely based on these above- 


mentioned principles. The Western civilization has not, as yet, attained this | 
height.” Yet, in the management of its relief-works, Government seems to have 


given some attention to these principles. When the present famine became 2 


recognized fact, our Government first told the public that it had no money ; but - 
Immediately after it corrected itself, and said that though the money at its dis- 


posal was rather scanty, still it would not allow the famine-stricken ryots to. die 


of starvation. But as famines have become rather frequent and, therefore, finan- 


cially inconvenient, Government would try to find out such a way of dealing 
with, this evil as will enable it to feed the gest number ofthe people with the 
smallest expenditure. This problem of saving both the lives of the famine- 
stricken people and also the money of the State, is entrusted to the practical 
philosophers of the West for its proper solution. The Eastern people, being too 


_ tuch under the influence of sentimentality, could not be safely entrusted with'\ cs si 
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this difficult work which required a rigid application of the principles of the ex- 
perimental Wastern philosophy. But the result was, that our Western philoso- 


phers entirely forgot the sentimental side of the question, and, the preservation - 
of the human lives was altogether lost sight of. e rest of the article consists 


of remarks conceived in the same strain. 


Munterpalives. 


A correspondent of the Indu Prakdsh (1), writing from Nasik, says that the 
Municipality of that town has stationed some peons on-the bank of the river 
Godavari, to prevent the spoiling of the water by washing, &c. This does not 
mean that the people and servants of the Municipal Commissioners are exempt- 
ed from this general‘prohibition, and they Have a license to wash their clothes 
in the river. A few days ago a servant of Mr. Parshur4m Vishnu Yogi, the 
Government Prosecutor and a Municipal Commissioner, was washing his 
« master’s clothes at the ghat of Sundar Ndrféyan, when he was prohibited from 
doing so by the peon stationed there for that duty. The man went to his 
master and complained of the interference made by the peon. On this Mr. Yogi, 
in his pride of a Municipal Commissioner, came to the river and beat the poor 
Municipal peon with a stick, for honestly doing his duty. The women of a 
wakil and another Municipal Commissioner, enjoy the same license as is claim- 
ed by Mr. Yogi for his servant, of dirtying the water by washing their clothes 
in it. If all this be right, let the authorities plainly say that the Municipal 
Commissioners are above the Municipal rules. The attention of Mr. Hamilton, 
the Vice-President, is forcibly drawn to this matter. © 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 2nd April, writing from 
Pen, complains of the Municipality ofthat town. He says that from a want of 
repairs for a long time, the roads of the town are in a very bad state. The 
Municipality has dug out stones from several roads, and has left the holes unfilled. 
‘The wayfarers experience much inconvenience from these holes. Complaints 
are constantly made in the ‘Press; but the worshipful Commissioners do not 
mind them. These Commissioners are believed to represent the people, but the 
belief is a great mistake. In order to be the real representatives of the people, 
the Commissioners should be chosen by the people themselves ; and Govern- 
ment is once more asked to concede this right to the people. ‘The road which 
goes from the bazaar to the temple of Withobé is very narrow; and yet it is 
allowed to be impeded by the shops of water-melons. Such a great crowd 

uently takes ilase before these shops, that the wayfarers find it very hard 
and troublesome to get through it. e Municipality is once more requested 
to assign some convenient place to these shops. 


The Samsher Bahddur (53) of the 30th March, but received on the Ist April, 
complains that the Municipality of Ahmedabad does not render much assistance 
in putting down fires. The hoses of firé-engines are generally to be found on 
these occasions out of order, and the implements for pulling down houses are not 
to be had of the abe 3 kind. It is wrong in the Corporation, which lavishly 


spends annually two lakhs of rupees, to be so careless in performing one of its 
most important duties. 


The same finds fault with the Municipality of Ahmedabad for stopping the | 


water-engine of that city. It is said that it is stopped for cleaning it. But the 


cleaning process ought not to be done-in this hot season, when people have to | 


run to the river on occasions of fires: The cattle too do not get water at the 


water-troughs, and people coming from other places experience hardship in the 


absence of water from the water-engine. 
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The Ahmedabad Samdchdr.(54) of the 28th March, but received on the 2nd 


“4 


April, contains a long communication, condemning the resolution of the muni- 
cipality of Ahmedabad to destroy the under-ground privies of that town, and to 
compel the householders who have such privies to build above-ground privies. 
Most of the arguments used by the writer are a repetition of those advanted by 
the Hitechchhu (43) of Ahmedabad in some of its recent issues, and noticed more 

ly in previous summaries. The Samdchdér expresses its concurrence in the 


views of the correspondent. | , 


re Ratlways. 


The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 1st April has heard that some thieves travel 
in the night Mail-train of the B. B. and C. I. Railway, and walk away with the 
valuable personal lu; of p , by getting down at some of the inter- 
mediate stations of. e. The third class passengers particularly suffer from 
these thieves. The railway and the police authorities are requested to make 
secret inquiries between the stations of Damaun and Surat. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 


| 3 | Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 10th April 1877. | 
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‘under different heads, which are printed in italics. | 


‘ak papers are p jtelide, liée, and thé” number of the Newspaper in the list at the 
via nay | marked © have not given information as to the number of copies , 


‘been made by the Reporter. 


The Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 9th April, in noticing the new rules Govern- 
ment has recently published, regarding the petitions people make to Govern- 


ment, makes the following remarks :—The facilities which the kind Govern- | 


_ ment has provided its subjects to bring to its notice their grievances by making 
petitions, are, perhaps, found rather troublesome and inconvenient by some of 


its officers, who are either lazy or are not very anxious to see the grievances of 


the people redressed ; and for their ease Government has found it necessary to 
frame and publish these motlified rules. Generally, petitioners to Government 
get a stereotyped answer, “Government sees no cause to interfere in your 
case.” But to return even this answer, the petitions must be read through: and 
an answer returned; and the Secretaries to Government seem to be averse to 
take even this trouble. In short, the- English Imperialism is slowly drifting 
into the old Mogldi, which disliked to inquire into and redress the grievances 
of its subjects. Every thoughtful observer is pained to see this tendency of the 
English rule. But this tendency seems to be an inevitable result of great 
wealth and great power, and therefore it is useless to blame the English Gov- 
ernment for this matter. The ryots of this country are as yet ex tremely ignorant, 
and the paternal English Government must listen to their crude and awkward- 
y expressed petitions, and try to find out truth, if if sincerely wishes to redress 
the grievances. A close adherence to these rules is calculated to shut the door 
for obtaining any redress from Government. The Jndu Prakdsh cannot say 
that this state of things is good either for the people or for Government itself. 


The Dnydn Prakash (3) of the 12th April, in a long article, strongly com- 
lains of the very careless, and, therefore, very improper choice made the 
ocal authorities, of persons to fill up the vacancies in public bodies such as the 

municipality of Poona, the committee appointed for the management of the 
Parwati Temple, and the Poona jury. In selecting members for these impor- 
tant institutions, the claims of education, of known respectability, experience 


and ability are disregarded, and attention is paid only to wealth, recommenda- 


tions, flattery, &c. Some time ago a young man, who is. a minor, and conse- 
quently declared unfit to manage his own affairs, was nominated a member 
of the municipality ; and this nomination has been held valid by Government 
in spite of the above glaring defect.. Very recently, a member of the Parwati 
Committee ‘died, and the vacancy caused by his death has been filled by the 
nomination of the eldest son of the deceased. The new member is a youth 
about 20 years old. His claim to edueation consists simply in his having 
attended a school for some time. His experience cannot be much greater than 
his education. If nominations continue to be made in this manner, the Parwati 
Committee will soon be a committee of ignorant children. The memberships 
of this body fairly threaten to be an hereditary property, regularly descending 
from the father to the son without any consideration of merit or qualifications for 
the office. The people find themselves helpless to mend this evil. The Collector, 
when asked to interfere, says that the existing members are supreme in filling 
up the vacancies. The Government, if petitioned, refers the petitioners to the 
Civil Courts, while the Civil Uourts declare that they have no power tomend the 
matter. Thus, matters have come to a pretty pass. The temple of Parwati is 
a public institution in every sense of the word, It should not be allowed to be 
made the private property of a few irresponsible private individuals. The old 
Government Resolution, on the authority of which the existing committee is 
invested with the management of this institution, is wrong, 


. Pad iple ;-and 
it is really disgraceful on the part of Government to permit this: scandalous 
wrong to continue. The people are advised to agitate this matter and i Paes 
Government to take the necessary steps to mend it. Some years gu Geeks 
ment was pleased to give to Poona the institution of the jury. Seve 
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successive judges pronounced the experiment to be highly successful. In 1872 
Mr. Pinhey, then the Sessions Judge of Poona, finding: that many of the jurors 
pane Pare! English well, improved the list of the jurors by: admitting into it 


‘ only those who knew English well, and put the rest into the list of the assessors. 


This was really an important improvement. . But the list prepared in January 
last makes one doubt whether the City Magistrate and the Sessions Judge have 
given their attention to the last words of Section 400 of the Criminal Procedure 
Act. Among the new nominations there are several who have but very recently 
obtained Government situations worth 15 or 20 rupees a month. To 
elevate these persons to the onerous office of jurors, is surely a grave mistake. 
These men, however, have some little smattering of Enghsh. But there are 
some in the new list who are entirely innocent not only of English, but of my 
education whatever, and who have only the good luck of being born of ric 

fathers. What these jurors can do with the charge given to them by the learn- 
ed judges, and what justice the unhappy accused are to receive at their hands 
can be well Sonaivek The result of these careless nominations is that the 
judges too often differ from the juries, and they also often get disgusted with 
them, and in their disgust wrongly believe that it was a grievous mistake on 
the part of Government to have given the institution of the jury to Poona. 
Properly speaking, the grievous mistake does not lie with Government but 
with the local officers, who carelessly select the members of the jury. There is 
no want of educated and experienced men in Poona to serve as competent: 
jurors. ‘T’o play a dandy, to flatter the magistrate, or obtain notes of recom- 
mendation to him does not constitute a proper qualification for a competent 


ae The attention of the Sessions Judge is earnestly requested to this 
subject. 


The Arunodaya (9) of the 8th April, in an article, headed ‘ The Conditions 
(proposed to be imposed) on the Conveyance of Salt by the Sea,” referring to 
the new Bill on this subject, now lying haloes the Imperial Legislative Council, 
observes that it (the Arunodaya) has in its previous issue stated these conditions 
and drawn to them the attention of the Native merchants trading in salt. In 
the present editorial it states its own views of the conditions. This Bill, says 
thé writer, furnishes one more proof in support of the popular belief that the 
tendency of the- present legislative is to harass the ryots and to add to their . 
discontent. The English is a free and advanced nation, and it is trying to 
make us progress to a high position by various means. But this process of 


forcible advancement does not suit our condition, and we find it unbearable. 


It is'something like a strong man galloping on a swift horse, and dragging a 
weak man behind him on foot. The Indian railways. are an instance in point. 
The railways are, no doubt, a good thing when a country is industrially adVan- 
ced enough to have them and profit by them ; -but to introduce them before the 
country is so advanced, not only does no good to it but does it a positive injury. 
The same remark holds good in respect of the laws of a country. The laws 
which are now-a-days made to regulate the production of and trade in salt, are of 
this description. They are causing much harm to the people. The new Salt 


‘ Act of the Bombay Legislature has closed many smaller salt-pans, and has inflict- 


ed an immense loss on their cwsiers, deprived many labourers of their honest live- 
lihood, and caused much inconvenience and even loss to the people in general. The 
owners of the salt-pans which are suffered to exist and to be worked, are deprived 
of much of their liberty and have been made helpless and dependent on the mercy 
and good-will of tlie officials of the Salt Department. The Bill now under the con- 
sideration of the Supreme Legislature, proposes to interfere injuriously with the 
trade in salt by the sea, Section second of this Bill proposes to permit ships of 
300 tons and upwards only to sorey a and to prohibit all ships of lesser capa- 
city from conveying that article ; and orders that he who acts against this prohibi- 
tion, shall forfeit salt s0 carried and be ligble to six months’ imprisonment and 
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a fine of 1,000 rupees. Had the people of India been rich and enjoyed: a 
thriving trade and remunerative industries, they would not have found such a 
law very severe. But they are a poor people, and are fast being su ed. 
by foreigners in the trade and the industries of their own country. Under these _ 
circumstances, this Bill will deprive thesmaller shippers of their livelihood. 
Again, it does not seem consistent with the enlightened and liberal policy of 
the British rule, to pass a law interdieting an old trade of thousands of years. 
A tax on salt is wrong and unjust in principle. But if Government must resort 
to it for the inexorable financial necessities of the State, it should not harass the 
peor beyond realizing this tax. Why alsoshould it interfere with the old 
trades of the country ? Is Government to put down by astrong hand the old 
and free business of carrying salt in ships of all sizes? Government is, no 
doubt, strong and ean do anything it pleases. But, will it not ereate a wide 
feeling of discontent among the people by this course? In the Konkan there 
are several ports too small to admit large shipsinto them. Salt is eonveyed to 
these ports by ‘small ships only. Ifthe Bill under notice becomes a law, these 
ports and their neighbourhoods will be deprived of their convenient supply of 
salt, and will have to buy it at a much dearer rate. Let Government cool its 
enthusiasm regarding this salt question, and give some relief to the poor ryots 
in this matter. If Government must have revenue from salt, let it get it by 
all means; but let it get it in some less harassing way. The Arunodaya 
refers to suggestions it made some time ago on the subject of raising the salt 
revenue. 


The same, in another article, headed ‘‘ The English and the Portuguese 
Governments and Salt,” observes that the unbearably heavy duties which 
‘the English Government levies on salt, opium and liquor, are indispensable not 
for the proper administration of the eountry, but for enabling our Govern- 
ment to give to its European officers excessively high salaries. The English 
Government being the most powerful in the country, holds the feudatory 
Native Governments under eomplete control, and, therefore, ean and does pre- 
serve these valuable duties from any imjurious interference of those weak Gov- 
ernments. But it cannot act in the same off-hand manner towards the few 
Indian settlements of the great European Powers. The Portuguese settlements 
are believed to interfere with the proper working of our salt and liquor duties, 
by facilitating the smuggling of those articles mto the British territories. In 
order to mend this evil, our Government is going to make a new treaty of eom- 
merce with the Portuguese Government, and the Portuguese envoy has come 
to the Viceroy to settle this business. ‘The writer then gives some statistics 
regarding the production of salt and liquor in the different Portuguese Indian 
settlements, and the rates of duty levied by the Portug Government, and 
shows how light the latter are compared to the English rates. Both these 
Governments are European. Then why are the duties of the one so light and 
those of the other so heavy ? asks the Arunodaya. We are told by some English 
writers, that the light duties of the former mean a bad: Government in the 
Portuguese settlements. On this the Arunodaya observes— then the chief mark 
of a good Government is to tax its subjects heavily! The English logic is, no 
doubt, very unique; and if ‘this idea prevails for some time, thereis every 
chance of our being more heavily saddled with taxes. We hope, however, that 
God will cure our rulers of this fancy.” ae | . 


. Acorrespondent of the Satya Shodhak (22) of the 8th April praises Mr. 
Crawford, the Collector of Ratndgini, for getting the Municipality of that town 
abolished. The town‘of Ratn4giri is too poor to support such an institution. 
The writer, however, requests the good and popular Collector to invest the 
balance of 900 rupees from the fund of the late Municipality’ in a fire- 


“fie 
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for the service of the town, which now and then suffers from street-fires 
‘ Satya Shodhak strongly supports the suggestion of its correspondent. — 
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The Mdlwan Samdchdr ($4) of the 9th Apri, in an article, headed “« The 


Portuguese Salt and the Eng Government,” referring to the commercial 
treaty which the Government of India is making with the Portuguese Govern- 
ment, regarding salt and other articles which come from the Indian settlements 
of the latter vernment into British India, observes that it is said that the 
Government of India has told the Portuguese authorities that it is ready 
to take the monopoly of buying all the salt the Portuguese settlements can 
spare for export, at double the price they can get in the ordinary market. The 

ortuguese Government, says the writer, will be very glad to consent to this 
very advantageous proposal. But such a proceeding is not just and right on the 
part of the Government of India. For when this proposal is carried out, it will 
most injuriously affect the trade of, the poor, but numerous, fishermen of 
the Konkan, called the Ddldis, who at present get their fish salted by the 
very cheap Portuguese salt, but who when this new treaty comes into operation 
will find their humble occupation gone, and will be reduced to great distress ‘in 
earning their livelihood. The Government has already annoyed them with 
several harsh rules regarding their trade. A heavy duty is imposed upon the 
fish they import from the Portuguese settlements, and Government has prohibi- 
ted them from using saltish earth in washing their fish ; and now it is going to 
make salt dearer even in the Portuguese settlements. The Samdchdr denounces 
this conduct of the English Government, as extremely selfish, mean and un- 
becoming in a Government which calls itself civilized and humane. | 


The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 8th April contains a communication written 
by asubject of the Native State of Palanpur. The writer states that the six 
talukas of Pélanpur State are in charge of the Political Superintendent. These 
are Tharad, Wd4w, Diwodar, Sdéntalpur, Wdérdhi and Kakrej. The former three 
talukas are in the immediate charge of the senior Native Assistant, and the latter 
three in that of the junior Native Assistant, each of these officers having the 
powers of Magistrate of the second class and power to commit certain cases 
to the sessions. The Sadar station of these officers is Palanpur, where they 
remain and visit once a year their respective districts. But Pdlanpur is about 
120 miles from the remotest villages of the districts of these officers; and hence 
complainants, defendants and their witnesses have to go such a long distance 
to appear before these officers even in common cases, and have to suffer great 
inconveniences and discomforts from this long journey. The writer states that 
he and others had represented this grievance to Major Watson, the late Political 
Superintendent, and he had assured them that, on the post of the Junior Assis- 
tant being permanently sanctioned, due arrangements would be made for the 
removal of the grievance. The writer observes that the post of the Junior Assis- 
tant has been now permanently sanctioned, and yet no steps have ‘been taken 
to remove the above complaint. He recommends that the Senior Assistant should 
be stationed at Thardd, and the Junior Assistant at Radhanpur ; and states that 
this arrangement would be convenient to all parties. The remotest village of 
the district in charge of the former officer is about forty miles from Thardd ; 
and the remotest village of the district in charge of the latter officer is about the 
same distance from Rddhanpur. And, hence, if these places were made the 
Sadar stations of the two Assistants, the inconveniences and discomforts of the 
people would be removed ; the officers themselves would have to travel less 
distances; and the Thdnedars would be looked after better. And this goge 
result would be achieved withott any extra cost to Government. The Politi 


Superintendent himself resides at Palanpur and superintends the affairs of the | 
State, and his Native Assistants have nothing to do with him ; and, consequently, | 


their absence from that town will cause no inconvenience whatever. 


The Samsher Béhddur (53) of the 6th April, but received on the 9th, also ; 


ple of Surat alone should come forward 


wonders why the people 2d to sesid a pattie 
to the Secretary of State, praying him to re-appoint the Honourable Mr. Roge 


for some years more in the Bombay Government. The Honourable Council 
SNP 14— 4 : 
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is an old officer of Government and has done service in almost all the districts of 
the presidency ; and yet the Surtis alone show great anxiety for his re-appoint- 
ment. Has he done any extraordinary service to the Natives? He has only 
served long; and in doing so discharged his duties properly. In this he has 
not done anything unusual, so as to make the Natives sing his praises so very 
highly. Neither when serving as a Collector in the districts, nor when he was 
councillor, has he striven to abolish the tyrannical practice of catching and 
putting carts to forced labour, a practice which is a great blot on the bright 
good fame of the British rule; nor has he drawn the attention of Government 
to several complaints of the Natives in regard to their religion and observances 
of a religious nature. It is true that the honourable gentleman possesses a kind 
and conciliatory disposition ; and, therefore, it behoves the Natives to show him 
every mark of respect on his departure to his country. But that is no reason 
that his re-appointment should be obtained, at the cost of doing injustice to 
those who would get promotion on his retirement. At his departure from 
these shores the Natives should request the retiring councillor to become an 
advocate for this country before the kind English nation. _ 


The Famine in the Deccan. 


The Indu Prakash (1) of the 9th April, in an article, headed ‘ The Famine 
Narrative dated 30th March,’’ observes that from this narrative cholera appears 
to prevail to a considerable extent in the famine-districts. The number of the 
relief-seekers has increased by about 19,000. The Governme.t theory account- 
ing for the increase is that the people who left the works to enjoy the festival of 
the Holi are slowly returning tothem. The Indu Prakdsh does not know how 
much truth and good logic there are in this theory. Then referring to the 
statement in the narrative that Sir Richard Temple personally inspected about 
40,000 work-people in the districts of Sholépur, Kalédgi, Ahmednagar and 
Poona, and has expressed his satisfaction with the relief arrangements and with 
the condition of the relief-seekers, the Indu Prakash nreaglienlie observes that 
it is not right to object to what Sir Richard asserts. Nor is there any use in 
doing so. Moreover, what Sir Richard says may be all true, and yet things may 
not be as satisfactory as they are believed to be. Only strong-bodied persons 
are admitted to the relief-works; and when they begin to grow exhausted, they 
either leave the works themselves or are turned out from them. Thus, the 
people seen on the works will never appear but in good condition. But, what 
becomes of those who get exhausted there from insufficient feeding or over- 
working? Nobody thinks it his business to inquire into this matter. Again, 
that the people on the relief-works are half-fed can be proved from Sir Richard 
Temple’s own statements. Sir Richard himself stated during the late Bengal 
famine that every man, woman and child on an average requires one pound 
and a half of corn. Convicts in jails receive their rations on the same scale. 
Now the same Sir Richard Temple as strenuously asserts that only one pound 
of corn is sufficient! It is very difficult to ascertain which of his two statements 
is the true one. His former statement seems to be nearer the truth, because it 
tallies with the general experience of the public and with the views of several 
European doctors. Government itself, at one time, estimated that it would 
have to feed about 10,00,000 people at the end of March. But now it feeds 
hardly more than one-fourth of th 


in their own villages? How do they subsist? The idea that they or $Y great 
number of them subsist on the Government charity, is at once negatived by the 


fact that Government has not as yet spent more than a few thousands in dis- 
tributing such charity. : SOR . 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 9th April has a leader, headed, “ The Dread- 
ful Results of the New Famine Policy.” Though the evil results of this policy, 
says the writer in the Dz yén Prakdsh, have been repeatedly and clearly pointed 


at number. Are the remaining three-fourths; 
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out by the public press, the authorities remain as incredulous as ever abont this 
matter. The sad consequences of this new policy are as plain as anything can 
be plain, to those who are willing to see the truth impartially ; but some of the 
Government officers are so prepossessed in favour of their own theories that 
they cannot give their serious attention to the extreme miseries which the ryots 
of the afflicted districts are sufferimg in consequence of this policy. The present 
policy: is professedly an experimental measure, adopted to see whether it 
succeeds, and with an express understanding that the older and more liberal 
policy was to be readopted, if the new one was found to be a failure: The new 
measures are in force for the last two months and a half, and they have had 
now a sufficiently long and fair trial; and they have thoroughly failed, if to 
protect the ryots of the famine-stricken districts from starvation was the object 
of these relief measures. Under the present policy, the relief-seekers find it 
better to sit idle at home and to die in resignation, than to seek relief at the 
relief-works. The writer in the Dnydn Prakdsh sees clear proofs of the failure 
of the new policy ; first, in the great number of emigrants into Bombay from 
the famine districts ; and, secondly, in the very great falling offin the number 
of the relief-seekers on the different relief-works. A few months ago Govern- 
ment estimated that it would have to feed, at the end of March last, about 
10,00,000 labourers on its relief-works ; but the number, instead of increasing, 
has fallen off by 1,46,000, and Government has on its works scarcely ca enth 
of the number estimated it would have to feed. Where have all these people 
gone to? ‘The question is very important and quite pertinent; but Govern- 
ment does not think of even inquiring into it to ascertain the causes of this 
great falling off in the number of the labourers on its relief-works. The writer 
attributes this effect to the present extremely harsh and illiberal famine policy, 
and prays Government to give its earnest and immediate attention to this very 
grave and important subject. 


The Kalpataru (16) of the 8th — states that in the poor house of Sholé- 
pur the inmates are only half fed, and if some charitable persons take pity on 

these half-starving wretched people, and give them some food, they are pro- 

hibited from doing so by the managers. The writer denounces this prohibition 
as exceedingly cruel and hard-hearted. The lot of the unhappy inmates of this 
poor house seems to be even worse than that of the convicts undergoing a sen- 
tence of transportation. | 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (20) of Kalddgi of the 8th April, in a 
pretty long letter, after describing the extreme distress and misery experienced 
y the wretched ryots of the several talukas of the Kalddgi District, denounces 
the Government in very severe terms for exacting the assessment of this year 
in the unha py talukas. “ The Government,” he says, ‘‘ is not a just, but a 
monstrous Biaeanat. As monsters are said to eat their own children, the 
English Government is destroying its own children, namely, its subjects. In 
one sense, the Mahomedan ym Abas was a better Government ; for under 
that Government, it is said, the people were in several respects more happy. 
It is true the Mahomedan rulers were foolish and wicked. But the ryots knew 
that they were so, and took precautions, in time, to protect themselves from 
their folly and wickedness. The English Government is hypocritical and de- 
ceitful. The people have discovered this now.” The writer makes a few. more 
remarks of this nature. ar 


The Bombay Sdmachdr (44) of the 7th April, but received on the 9th, is | 
lad to find that the municipality of Bombay has set apart ten thousand rupees, 
or the humane work of tending the sick refugees from the famine-stricken 
districts who haye come to Bombay, and has commenced the work by raising 
charity hospitals on the Byculla flats. But, considering the number of the. 
sick people who have come to the presidency town and the probability of many 
more coming as time passes, it is beyond the power of the Bombay Municipa- — ; 
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~ lity to tend and feed so many persons ; and even if it possessed that power, 


it would be injustice to throw the great burden on it. Properly speaking, the 
work of looking after these refugees belongs to the Government, which ought 
to take it over as soon as the ten thousand rupees set apart by the municipality 
are spent. Moreover, the duty of Government becomes the more plain, when 
it is borne in mind that such a large influx into Bombay of the famine-stricken 


ple, is the result of the decrease made in the rate of wages paid to labourers on 


the relief-works, or, in other words, of an improper arrangement in regard to 
the’ wages. Bombay cannot given work to all the people who might run to it. 
There already exists a lack of work for its permanent population. It can employ 
some more, but their number must, necessarily, be wall compared to the num- 
ber of the refugees. Government must, therefore, devise some works for 
these unfortunate people. After expressing regret at seeing Government has 
not as yet made any movement in this matter, the Saméchdr prays it to set 
about the work at once, and exhorts the charitable public to assist it liberally. 


The Rast Goftér (47) of the 8th April opens with short leader, headed 
‘“ The Truth about the Famine,” which observes that two parties give quite 
contrary accounts about the eondition of the people of the famine-stricken dis- 
tricts. One party says that these people are suffering from starvation ; that 
they are suffering from sickness ; that more work is exacted from the labourers 
on the relief-works than they are able to perform ; and that wages paid to them 
are insufficient for their maintenance. The other party asserts that the 
famine-stricken people are well fed; that they are in the enjoyment of good 
health ; that they are lazy or do not work properly ; and that the wages paid to 
them are not imsufficient for their muintenance. In short, while one 

y condemns the famine policy of Government, the other party applauds 
it. The Rast Goftdr makes an attempt to glean the truth from among these 
conflicting representations. It has appointed a special correspondent to fur- 
nish it with a true and impartial aceount of the condition of the famine- 
stricken districts. The Rdst Goftér speaks very highly of this correspondent. 
It says that he is a big official, enjoying the confidence of both Government 
and the people, and that he has obtained a knowledge of the famine districts, 
by taking a part in rendering assistance to them; and: not being an advocate 
of any of the two parties mentioned above, he has made independent and im- 
partial inquiries. The Rédst Goftér gives in the present issue @ portion of a 
communication from the correspondent, and observes that though as yet no 
final decision as to the truth about the famine can be given yet it is not 
difficult to infer the moral of the communication. The correspondent does 
impartial justice to both the sides of the question. He does not find much 
fault with the famine policy of Government, and, at the same time, he does not 
pass much censure on the famine-stricken people. He says that Government is 
right to a certain extent, and the complaints of the people are also right to 
some extent. The arrangements made by Government are defective to some 
extent, and the conduct of the famine-stricken people is also defeetive to a 
certain degree. The people do not die from starvation ; but they are not so 
happy as they are described to be. Good arrangements are made by Govern- 
ment, but they are not duly given effect to, and consequently the people suffer 
miseries not known to or even thought of by Government. This is the result 
more of the defects of the mofussil authorities, than of any fault either of Gov- 


ernment or of the people; and it behoves the Government to remave the 
suffering of the people. et | 


. 
: 


The communication from this correspondent appears in another part of the — 


Rdst Goftdér, and is entitled, ‘‘ An Impartial Survey of the Famine Policy of Gov- 
ernment. No.1. What is the True Cause of the Complaint about it?” 
communication 


begins with a brief allusion to the starting of the. Public. 
Works Department and the Civil Agency works by Government, to the rates 


10 


of wages paid at these works to the labourers, and to the complaints made by 
the Poona Sérwajanik Sabhé in regard to the very low rate of the wages paid 
to the labourers. After giving this information, the writer observes that on the 
Public Works Department works each labourer gets 2 pice more than what a 
laborer gets on the Civil works; and yet the famine-stricken people are unwill- 
ing to work at the former works. The cause of this ought to be found out. 
These labourers are not so foolish as to refuse 7 pice on the Public Works, and 


of their own pockets the excess over 5 pice which -is required for their main- 
tenance; nor are they incited by the Poona Sérwajanik Sabhd, or any other 
association, to combine and refuse to do work. deironty any of these poor 
ple know where the Poona Sérwajanik Sabhé is, and what it is doing. 
ey do not know what the higher classes are thinking about-them. It is 
absurd to think that at such a critical time they would combine to make a 
strike in opposition to Government. They do not refuse to work. It is true 
they may be dissatisfied to some extent on account of the reduction of the 
wages; but as regards the works of the Public Works Department, they have 
not much reason to be dissatisfied as regards their wages. On none of the famine 
works was the rate of wages more than two annas, and on the Public Works 
Department works seven pice are nowpaid. Thus, the labourers on these works 
have lost only one pice, which they would be glad to get, But that is no 
reason for their refusing to work for seven pice a day, and seeking work which 
gives them only five pice a day. They are not ina condition to do anything 
of this kind. And yet the labourers are dissatisfied. The principal reason of 
this dissatisfaction, is the misconduct of the persons who exact work from the 
labourers. Considering the famine rate and the mode of living of the labourers, 
if a strong and healthy labourer gets seven pice and a weak labourer gets five 
pice a day, these rates are with great difficulty sufficient to feed them properly, 
if they (the labourers) are made to work on Sundays and paid forthose duys. 
If they do not get any wages on Sundays, they must starveonthatday. Since 
a strong healthy labourer requires seven pice and the weak one five pice per day 
as the least sums on which they can live, it is indispensable that they should 
t those sums. But since it has been decided that these wages should be paid 
for task work, the persons who exact the work from the labourers give different 
versions to the decision, and do not pay the labourers their full wages. Certainly, 
Government could not have intended, when deciding to pay seven pice a day, 
that a labourer should get three or four pice a day; and yet he sometimes gets 
these small and insufficient wages only. Here the writer describes the various 
causes for which the overseers of the Public Works Department works pay less 
wages than the sanctioned amount of seven pice to a labourer. There is no 
wonder, continues this writer, that the labourers get dissatisfied at this state of 
3) In its latest resolution Government has decided that every labourer 
should be made to do three-fourths of what he is able to du. This order appar- 
way means that a labourer should not be allowed to idle away his time, but be 
made to work under a strict superintendence and paid seven pice a day. It is 
wrong to pay a labourer three or four pice a day; and the writer promises to 
point out in his next communication the causes of such a wrong thing happen- 
ing in spite of the Government orders, and concludes with a recommendation 
to Government to pay every labourer employed on the Public Works Depart- 
ment works seven pice a day, and exact work from them under a strict 
superintendence which would keep them employed all the time. 


Municipalities. 


The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 8th April repeats its old complaint, that the 
municipal lights of Surat are not properly prepared, and therefore do not burn 
well. The local papers have preferred this complaint many times, but neither 
the municipality nor Government has remedied it. The contract for lights this 
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year has been given to an old contractor, who did not do the work satisfactorily 
‘in former years, and on the old conditions. Government also has adopted no 
measures to ascertain the truth of the loud complaint of the people and of the 
Press of Surat in this matter. The Mitra once more requests Government to 
remove this popular complaint. s ; 


The Mitechchhu (43) of Ahmedabad of the 5th April, but received on the 
8th, in an incomplete article continued from its last issue, censures the munici- 
pality of Ahmedabad for allowing its fire-engines to remain in an unworkable 
condition. The hoses of these engines were in a torn condition at the fire 
which occurred last year in Desdi’s pol. They were.in the same condition at 
the fire which took place in Chauté ; and were not a bit better at the recent 


fire in hy pol. This bad condition of the hoses for so long a time shews 
that the old European gentleman in charge of the engines and the men work- 


ing under him neglected to perform their daties; and the head ought to be 
removed from his place and his place supplied by a young and energetic person. 
Engines which can draw water from wells or tanks ought also to be obtained, 
to do good and satisfactory service when fires break out. The Hstechchhu also 
makes another suggestion. It says that the water-engine on the river should 
be removed from its present place to Shdhibég, which is on a higher ground. 
By its removal the water will come into the city with more. asest, and good 
water, in place of the water spoiled on account of the washing of the dyers, 
the burning and burial of corpses and other causes, will be supplied to the city. - 
The Hitechchhu also suggests the laying of water-pipes throughout the city ; 
forming water-stores in different places; and keeping a number of: implements, 
for pulling down houses at each police station in the city. 


The Katra Wartamdn (55) of the 4th April, but received on the 8th, com- 
plains about the increase of 7 annas made by the municipality of Kaira, in the 
duty levied on each maund of ghee imported into that town. Hitherto one 
anna was levied per maund, but now eight annas are to be charged. This 
increase is made to enable the Corporation to pay more than eight hundred 
rupees to the town police. The Wartamén wonders why the charges which 


should properly and justly be borne by the general administration, should be 
thrown upon the Municipal Corporation. _ | 


Railways. 


A correspondent of the Kaira Wartamdn (55) of the 4th April, but received 
on the 6th, states that the mixed train from Surat arrives at Mehmadabad at 5 
in the evening. The passengers who come by this train are not at once allowed 
to go away. ‘They are detained sometimes for a quarter of an hour, before they 
are permitted to go. The passengers whose destination is Mehmadabad itself, 
may not experience any inconvenience from this detention. But those who 
have to go to Kaira Pic their number is not small) are late in reaching that 


town. e writer prays the Traffic Manager of the B. B. and C. I. Railway to 
remove this complaint. 


Native States. 
The Arunodaya (9) of the 8th April makes the following observations, in 


noticing a letter from a correspondent preferring some eomplaints against the 
administration of the Native State of Miraj. One of the complaints made by 


the correspondent is, that an offence which is visited in the British territories 
with & punishment of five and seven years’ imprisonment, was punished by the 
administration of Miraj with imprisonment of two years only. On this the 
Arunodaya observes, that the above statement does not show that the Miraj 
Bis canaries was necessarily wrong in what it did. Punishments need not 
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necessarily be of equal severity in all cases. The scale of punishments which 
vails in the British territories is very excessive, and should not be followed 
indly by the Native States. Oflate some complaints are heard of about the 
Mira) Administration ; and oe the Arunodaya does not know much about this 
administration, yet from what little it does know about it it (the Arunodaya) 
cannot believe that the present | Administration is so bad as to deserve to 
be complained so much against. The Arunodaya, however, cautions that admi- 
nistration to be more careful in future. Under the English rule a starving man 
stealing a little quantity of corn, or a poor man who Sas no money to buy salt 
which a heavy tax has made so dear, stealing a little saltish earth from the sea- 
shore, is known to have been most severely punished for the above trivial 
offences ; and we, the subjects of the English Government, submit to this staté 
of things. But this is not a right state; and it is not wise for the subjects of 
the Native States to wish for its introduction. ‘ To have the Government of the 
laws is, no doubt, a great blessing ; and we admit that the English Government 
is a Government of laws.. But the laws we have are so numerous and vexatious, 
that the Native States should not imitate the paramount Government in this 

articular. The true object of punishing criminals is to deter others from 
following their course ; and in order to obtain this object as fully as possible, 
the authorities must make every effort in their power to satisfy themselves that 
they punish criminals only and not innocent persons. But the Arunodaya cannot 
say that the authorities under the English rule feel this et: oe care more 
to comply with the technicalities of the law and to get their handsome salaries, 
than to administer true justice. The consequence is that too often offenders 
escape and innocent persons are punished. Persons living under the rule of the 
Native States may not believe what we have stated above; but if they would 
come to live in the British territories, they would be convinced that what we 
say is a fact. ‘These considerations ought to induce the ryots of the Native 
States not to pant for the English rule; but if they have any grievances, to 
represent them to their own rulers and to try to get them redressed by them. 
The Native Chiefs are also advised to understand the times, and to rule their 
subjects in such a way as to gain their affection and esteem. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 


) Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 


Poona, 17th April 1877. 
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The Public Administration. 


A correspondent of the Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 16th April observes that 
Government has kindly reduced the rate of postage both on letters and on 
newspapers, for the convenience. of the general public ; and the public is grate- 
ful for this great boon. But the officials, whom their duties require to move 
from place to place very frequently, do not get any benefit from the above con- 
cession. They are often required to pay the additional “ re-directed charge” 
on their letters and copies of newspapers; and this additional charge often 
amounts to two and three annas on a single letter or copy of anewspaper. This 
causes much inconvenience to the small-salaried kdérkuns and peons. Govern- 
ment has, however, made a rule, exempting its European officers receiving their 
letters and newspapers from Europe, from this additional “re-directed charge.” 
This exemption was once accorded to the European soldiers only ; but it is now 
extended to the European officers also. Thus, Government seems to give an 
unfair advantage to its European officers and to the European newpapers. 


The Indu Prakash, in noticing this letter, prays Guvernment to extend the 
benefit of this exemption to the Indian newspapers also. 


A correspondent of the Duydn Prakash (3) of the 16th April, writing from 
Pen, complains that the post-office of that town, which was formerly in a central 
place, has been removed to a corner of the town. The change causes much in- 
convenience to the inhabitants, and the authorities concerned are requested to 
bring the office to its former locality. He also complains that the postal-box 


is too small to contain all the letters put into it. It gets so full that letters can 
be taken out of it easily without opening it. 


The same of the 19th April, writing from Tanna, accuses the police-peons 
of that town of tyrannizing over the poorer people of that place. Ifthe police- 
peons happen to see a beggar pass by their stations, they at once accost him, 
make a search of his person, abuse him, and illtreat him otherwise. A few 
days ago, they subjected a poor woman to this shameful treatment in the open 
day-light, before a crowd of about fifty persons. They made her strip herself 
almost naked, in spite of the entreaties of herself and of the by-standers. 
This was done before the police-station No. I. The writer questions the legality 
of this proceeding of the police, which he denounces as very disgraceful. 


The Arunodaya (9) of the 15th April opens with a leader, headed “ The Ex- 
aminations of the Europeans in the Indian Vernaculars.” Referring to the 
discussion which is now going on in one of the English papers of Bombay, re- 
garding the satisfactory character or otherwise of these annual examinations, and 


alluding also to the very opposite opinions expressed by contending parties, the 


Arunodaya vbserves that, though it knows nothing whether the Pandits and the 
Munshis play the good or eyil parts in connection with these examinations, attri- 
buted to them by these opposite parties in the discussion, yet it knows this much, 
that several of the Europeans whv pass these examinations actually possess very 
little knowledge of the vernaculars they are said to have formally passed in, and 
that the number of those who really acquire an acquaintance with these verna- 
cular tongues and thereby fulfil the object for which Government has instituted 


these tests, is, indeed, extremely small. Government gives every encourage- 


ment it can, to induce its European officers to study the vernaculars; but the 


results are not at all commensurate with the efforts and ex penditure. The 
Arunodaya observes that there was a time when it was wise and even indispens- © 
able on the part of Government, to be very lenient in the matter of these ver- 


nacular examinations of the Europeans; but that time has now gone ‘by, and 
Government ought to be much more severe in exacting this very essential quali- 


fication from its European servants. The writer also suggests that Government 
should not be miiaked 1 


with only one examination, and should exact another at 


— 


4 


the interval of ten years; and if officers show deterioration in their know 

of the vernaculars they have’ once in, they should be subjected to certain 
penalties, such as the refunding of the prizes they have received. The sugges- 
tion may appear rather strange ; but its adoption would prevent passed-gentle- 
men from rapidly forgetting the vernaculars, as several often do. Government 
also must not mind some amount of discontent which these reforms are sure to 
create among its European officials for some time. The Arunodaya hopes that 
Government will give its serious attention to this important subject. 


The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 15th April, describes the claim made by 
Jiwdékisor, a contractor of grass of Paldnpur, against Her Majesty’s Government 
of Bombay: The contractor a few years ago made a contract for supplying 

for two or three years to some troops of Her Majesty then stationed at 
. The military authorities received some » but declined to receive 
more, alleging it was not of the kind contracted for. Jiw4 asserted otherwise, 
and tried, first through the Political Agent of Palanpur, through whom the con- 
tract was made, and afterwards through the Bombay Government, to obtain 
damages for preventing him from fulfilling the contract. But failing to obtain 
justice from either of them, the contractor filed a suit for damages in the Civil 
‘Court. The Judge decided the suit in favour of the plaintiff, giving him one 
rupee for damages. Dissatisfied with this decision, the contractor has appealed 
from this decision. It is two years since the appeal has been made to the High 
Court, but no decision has been yet given. Mitra complains against this 
delay, observing that the case is not very hard in point of law, nor does it appear 
that the Court has a great press of work, to justify so much delay in this simple 
case | 


The Jame Jamsed (45) of the 16th April, in noticing the assurance given by 
Sir John Strachey, in his speech introducing the last budget-estimate before the 
Supreme Legislative Council, to the cotton merchants of Manchester, that the 
import duties levied on cotton goods brought from England to India would be 
abolished at the earliest opportunity, and that they could not be abolished this 
year on account of the unsatisfactory condition of Indian finance, makes obser- 
vations similar to those made on this often broached subject of late. The 
roposed abolition of these duties is condemned as a measure beneficial only to 
anchester and injurious to India. If they are to be abolished on Free Trade 
principles, all the import and export duties should be abolished. The aboli- 
tion of them will crush down and annihilate the infant and growing cotton 
manufactories of this country ; if Indian finance ever comes to a satisfactory 
condition, duties levied on salt and stamped paper, court-fees and many other 
taxes ought to be abolished before the import duties on cotton goods are discon- 
tinued. The Jame Jamsed severely condemns the attempts of the cotton merchants 
of Manchester to ruin the cotton manufactories of this country, by trying to get 
the import duties abolished, and by attempts to make factory labour in India 
dearer than it is ; and exhorts the people of Bombay and the mill-owners asso- 
ciation in particular, to protest against this conduct of the Manchestrians and 
—— the leaning of the highest authorities in their favour by petitioning Par- 
ent. 
_ A correspondent of the same of the 19th April, writing from Surat, com- 
ace that the magistrates of that place, whose offices are. situated in the fort, 
0 not begin work until sometimes twelve or two in the afternoon. Parties and 
witnesses are summoned to come at exactly ten o’clock, and they are causelessly 


made to wait until the magistrates come. The writer requests the attention of © 


. Government to this subject. . | | 
| 5. Lhe Famine in the. Deccan. 
A correspondent of the Dnyén Prakdsh (8) of the 16th April, writing from 


~* \ 


Bijépur, states that, about two miles from Bijépur a relief-work has been started 
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under the supervision of the Irrigation D artment. Itis called the Begum- 
Talaw Work. About 4,000 persons are Gublored on this work. The work- 
people reside near this work, but there are no trees nor any other shelter to 
giana them from'the unbearable heat of the season. The news of this work 


ing started, brought a number of relief-seekers to this work. But the work 
was not commenced at once. A week’s delay occurred before it was begun. 
The poor relief-seekers were obliged to go without anything to eat during this 
interval. The labourers who are employed have no food to eat. They are obli- 
to work from morning till evening in the sun. They can get no water nor 
shelter. They are experiencing the severest distress. The wretched people 


have commenced to eat earth or the dust of wood, to satisfy the intolerable 


pangs of hunger. On the 8th instant six persons died of starvation ; on the 9th 
seven ; and on the 10th nine persons died from the same cause. More persons 
are seeking admission to the work, but they do not succeed. The writer also 
refers to the severity which is exercised by the local authorities, in exacting the 
instalment of the assessment of this year from such ryots as are believed to be 
able to pay it. This proceeding of Government is a great distress to several 
ryots, who are too respectable to own their insolvency, and yet unable to comply 
with the demand of Government without suffering the greatest hardship. 
wretched 2 pe are hemmed in on all sides by distress. Corn has become ex- 
cessively dear ; Government is pressing hard for the assessment; no credit can 
be had from the sowk4rs;' the season is getting extremely severe; water, has 
dried up. News is coming from the surrounding villages that the ryots are 
dying there from starvation. 


The Shubha Suchak (14) of the 13th April, but received on the 16th, opens 
with a leader, headed ‘‘ What do the Officials care ifthe Ryots‘die ?’ The article 
repeats several of the charges brought against Government and its officers by 
the Press, in connection with its present famine-policy. Government is accused 
of hard-heartedness ; of cooly laikies on at the dreadful privations and suffer- 
ings undergone by the ryots of the afflicted districts ; of obstinacy in persisting 
to believe that the reduced rates of wages are sufficient for the maintenance of 
the relief-seekers, though the contrary is asserted by the public associations, 
the Press and by several thoughtful and respectable out-side observers; and of 
incorrectly attributing to cholera the deaths which, in reality, occur from star- 
vation or insufficient feeding. All these allegations have been repeatedly ad- 
vanced, and have been noticed in‘these weekly summaries more than once. 


_The Rast Goftdr (47) of the 15th a observes that the communication 
from the experienced and trustworthy “Famine Special” whom it has deputed 


_ to ascertain the real condition of the famine-stricken people, shows that the 


sanctioned rate of séven pice is not a trifle more than what a labourer can sub- 
sist upon, provided he gets the full rate and is paid for Sundays also. But the 
overseers of relief-works exact more work cms Woe akbaaaes , and pay them less 
than the sanctioned rate of wages. Moreover, they are not paid for Sundays ; 
and, consequently, good cause 1s given to them for complying against this rate. 
The Times of India has made personal inquiries in regard to the relief-works of 
Sholdépur only, and doubts the assertions of our famine special. His experience 
is not confined to Shol4pur'alone. He has visited most of the famine-stricken 
districts. He had direct communication with the famine-stricken people. He 
made inquiries at the relief-works, and has consulted with the officers in 
charge of those works. And hence, he is qualified to give a ripe opinion on the 
subject about which he writes. The Times of India has called this correspond- 
ent a Government officer ; but the Rast Goftdr has given no grounds to dub its 
special with such aname. Our correspondent’s conelusion and that of the Times 
of India are the same, that the labourers on the relief-wérks are not happy. 
He cause of this the Times says is that the rate of wages is insufficient; our 


<a e says they are sufficient, but the labourers are not paid the full 


6 


The same contains a communication from the above-mentioned correspon- 
dent, entitled, ‘‘ An Impartial Survey of the Famine Policy of Government. No 
- 2, Whatisthe Cause of the Labourers becoming Dissatisfied.” The writer, after 
alluding to his having shown in his previous communication that more work is 
exacted from the laboorers on the relief-works, and less wages are given than the 
sanctioned rates, and that this has made the condition of these labourers miser- 
able, raises the question, what has made the employés of the Public Works 
Department so very hard with them? Government has not ordered these 
employés to be so very hard. All of them are not so very immoral as to rob the 
labourers and enrich themselves. They are not so hard-hearted as to take plea- 
sure in the miseries suffered by the labourers. Nor have they any enmity to the 
labourers. Still they are hard with them. The cause of this is the rivalry which 
exists between the middle class employés of the Public Works and the Revenue 
Department’s works. The employés of the latter department frequently condemn 
the works executed by the former department as unsound, costly, &. The 

employés of the Public Works rig rch condemn, on the other hand, the 
works executed by the Revenue Department as not done in the right way. 
Government had commenced some relief-works, as roads, &c., through the 
Revenue Department, but it was found that they had not been properly done 
and had cost much. Government has, therefore, entrusted the relief-works to 
the Public Works Department, the employés of which want to show that they 
can execute good and cheap work like the Revenue Department. This object 
of thesé employés has made them so very hard with the labourers. The writer 
also considers that there is another cause for the dissatisfaction prevailing among 
these labourers. At first they got good wages for less work, and they wrongly 
believed that Government had opened these works, not so much for the sake of 
the works, as to save them from the famine at all costs. They used to tell the 
mdmlatdars and the kiérkuns under them that Government had simply ordered 
that the famine-stricken people should be fed. The labourers threatened some- 
times to demand their maintenance-money without doing any work. Govern- 
ment became apprized of this wrong mares of the labourers, and issued 
stringent orders for the exaction of labour from them. They are notas yet quite 
rid of this wrong impression, and sometimes show stubbornness. It is desirable 
that they should be disabused of this wrong impression. 


Munierpalitres. 


A correspondent of the Jéme Jamsed (45) of the 17th April complains that 
several persons ease themselves behind the public park in Surat. This nuisance 


gives great annoyance to the public. The municipality is requested to prevent 
the nuisance. 


The Rast Goftar (47) of the 15th "y he does not approve of the resolution, 


passed by the municipal corporation of Bombay at its meeting of the day before 
yesterday, for giving pay of eight hundred rupees to Mr. Vincent, who has been 
selected to fill the post of Deputy Commissioner of Police on the retirement of 
Mr. Edginton. It calls this resoliition one more instance of showing improper 
liberality at the cost of the municipal constituents. 


Railways. 


The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 15th Ape has heard that Mr. Mathew, the — 


Agent of the B. B. and C. I. Railway, intends to abolish the system obtaining on 
the stations of this railway, of selling a pass for one anna to persons wishing to 
0 on the platform of a station. Before the introduction of this system, persons 
esirous to go to the platform of a station for some business, had to experience 


great annoyance and inconvenience by their not getting timely permission from . 
the station-masters. Other evils also had arisen. The introduction of the pass © 
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e 
system has removed the inconveniences and the cther evils. Under this system 
many persons are able to go to the stations to put their wives and children into 
the carriages and send them to other stations, telegraphing to their relations or 
friends at these stations to be ready to receive them. These relations or friends 


buy the “ passes,” and receive them. Sick, aged or infirm persons are, by 
means of these passes, 20 into the railway or received at the stations of their 


destination by their relations or friends. These passes also bring a good deal of 
income to the railway. This income is increasing day by day. At present the 
annual income from this source is twenty thousand rupees. Thus, while the 
system of passes isso very convenient to the public and remunerative to the 
railway, it ought not to be abolished. Mr. Mathew is requested to give up the 
intention of abolishing it, if he really entertains such an intention. (A corres- 
pondent of the Jame Jamsed (45) of the 19th April makes the same complaint). 


The same contains a leader, headed ‘‘ The Administration of the Baroda 
Railway. The Wickedness existing at some Stations of it. A Suggestion (in 
regard thereto) to the Supreme Government and the Railway Conference.” The 
Mitra states that some station-masters of this line exact from the dealers who send 
their goods by the railway, a duty called the ‘ waggon duty”, against the will 
of these dealers. In its issue of the 30th January and 19th March, &c., of last 
year the Guzerat Mitra complained against this evil; and it is said that it drew 
the attention of the Bombay Government to it. The Government called for an 
explanation about it from the railway authorities ; but not getting it in time; and © 
for other similar reasons, Government sent an officer of its own to make inqui- 
ries about this matter. It is said, he saw the merchants of a certain place, who 
complained to him about the wrong conduct of the station-master of a certain 
station in exacting money from them. They also hinted to him that, if that station- 
master was transferred from his present post, and if no unnecessary trouble ’ 
and inconvenience were inflicted on them, they would boldly come forward 
and expose him. But it is to be regretted that the prayer of these merchants 
as to the transference of the station-master was, it is said, not attended to, and an 
inquiry was made at his stationm~while he was station-master, through Captain 
Portman, the Superintendent of the Railway Police. This officer came to the 
station on the 17th July of last year, and at the railway station asked some ques- 
tions of the merchants, who had been collected there before his arrival and were 
kept in charge of a police kérkun. Captain Portman was at this station for three 

uarters of an hour, within which time he made the inquiries. On account of 
e station-master being on duty at the station, the merchants could not make 
their complaint freely, and made a weak representation of it. The police kérkun 
took the precaution of getting the signatures there and then of every one of the 
complainants to the representation then made by them, and thus stopped their 
mouths from making a stronger complaint in future. Nothing is known as to 
what Government has done in this matter. And thus, there has been no ‘satis- 
factory results as to the complaints made in this matter in the Guzerat Mitra. 
Government is, therefore, requested to make further inquiries on this subject, 
without the intervention of the railway authorities or the Railway police, and 
through the agency of an independent Government officer ora Commission. That 
these merchants may tell the truth freely, it is necessary that they should be assured 
that they will not have to suffer for giving bribes which were forced from them. 


Native States. 


_ The Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 11th April, but received on the 15th, con- 
tains a long article, headed “‘ Suggestions to Mr. Moore, the Political Agent of - 
the Satara District, in Connection with the Native State of Bhor.” The Sudsdkar | 
observes that, though it-has been publishing a great deal of matter regarding the _ 
mismanagement of the Native State of Bhor, and though it frequently asked 
Mr. Moore to inquire into this matter, and see for himself whether these com- 
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plaints are true or false, and, if true, to remedy them in time, that officer does 
not seem to have given any attention to this subject. It is quite probable, nay, 
it is very natural, that Mr. Moore doubts the truth of these complaints ; and 
unless he personally yisits the State and examines the matter for himself, he 
cannot properly arrive at any real decision. However, the fact that a number 
of appeals from the decisions of the State has greatly increased from the acces- 
sion of the present young Chief to the gédi, and also the fact that many of his 
decisions have been reversed in the appeal, will shew that the complaints are 
not altogether baseless. The writer pens a pretty long panegyric on Mr. 
Moore’s administration as Collector, praising him for his very humane and ener- 
getic efforts for mitigating the distress of the famine in his districts, and for 


providing the city of Satara with a good and plentiful supply of water, and 


wonders why the same humane officer does not extend his mercy to the 
famine-stricken ryots of some of the afflicted tract of the Bhor State. The writer 
then gives an English extract from the Dnydn Prakash (3), said to have been 
quoted from the Times of India, and a Marathi version of the same. The sub- 
stance of the extract is that Mr. Moore drew the notice of the Chief of Bhor to the 
distress prevailing in some of his talukas, and asked him to open some relief- 
works for the benefit of the distressed. But the Chief replied that he was not 
aware of any works which he could undertake with advantage. The writer of 
the extract is dissatisfied with this answer of the Chief, and advises the Political 
Agent to impress upon the Chief his duty of preserving his ryots from distress 
and starvation. The Sudhdkar sees in this answer of the Bhor Chief, a proof 
not only of his own incapabity of managing his State properly, but of his not 
possessing any wise and experienced advisers about him to teach him his duties. 
One may suspect that the Political Agent allows this Chief to mismanage his 
State, that it may be the easier for Government to come down upon him and 
take away the management from him, as it has done in the case of Sangli 
and other Native States. The Sudhdkar fully believes that the young Chief 
himself is a kind-hearted and honest man ; but, unhappily, he is constantly sur- 
rounded by designing and selfish men who mislead him. The writer then 
alludes to.the rumoured threats of prosecuting his paper for a libel conveyed by 
certain parties at Bhor, and defies the utterers of the threats to come * dee. 
and fulfil their threats, ifthey dare. He then refers to a letter from one of his 
correspondents, accusing the Bhor Chief of acting with a feeling of revenge 
towards some of his officers, and points out the impropriety of this course. The 
article concludes by expressing regret at the apparent indifference of Mr. Moore 


to the complaints about the mismanagement of this State. 


The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 15th April contains a communicated article, 
headed ‘‘ Several Characteristics of the Adeskalebiahicns of the Junagarh State, 
and the Burden of Taxation on the Ryots thereof,” the writer of which repeats 
the frequently made complaint against the Native Chiefs of Kattywar, that they 
heavily tax their subjects on various pretences. Under the new modes of Gov- 
ernment new departments are created ; after a year ortwo His Excellency the 
Governor visits the province of Kattywar ; a royal prince comes.to India or the 
chiefs go for travelling in the country. For meeting the extraordinary expen- 
ses of such occasions, the Native Chiefs resort to various stratagems t0 raise 
sufficient money, and, thereby, a heavy burden of taxation is imposed by them 
on their subjects, After these general remarks, the writer gives a very brief 
account of the past history and present administration of the Jundégarh State. 
He calls the Naw4b an ignorant person, and says that this Chief, on account of 
his ignorance, pays no personal attention to the administration of the State, 
which is conducted by his ministerial council. The writer thén complains that 
heavy taxes are imposed in this State on salt, leaves of the khékar4 tree, on grass, 
and on tobacco, Salt was to be had formerly at 22 to 25 shers forakori. Now 
it 18 to be had at ten shers for the same amount. ‘Thus, this indispensable con- 


diment, in the food of a rich as well as a puor person, has been made two and a | 
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Miscellaneous. 


. The Rdst Goftdr (47) of the 15th April, makes a short notice of the speech be 
made by Dr. Birdwood, before the Lon 


3 don Society of Arts, in regard to the 
'_ Native Press of India. The Rdst Goftdr expresses its concurrence with the sen- 
timents expressed by the learned Doctor regarding this portion of the Indian | 
Press, and thanks the learned Doctor for stating that the charge brought against : 
the Native Press by certain Englishmen is ill-founded and unjust. It also | 
admits the defects of the Press as pointed out by the lecturer. 
| + KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
| Reporter on the Native Press. | 
of the Director of Public Instruction, 
. s- Poona, 24th April 1877. | . | 
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~ To add more to their interest, we have now not only a new Viceroy, but a 


The Public Administration. 


- 


_ The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 23rd April, in a leader, headed ‘‘ The Last 
Budget Speech of His Excellency Lord Lytton, the General Character of His 
Administration, and the Incréase of Taxes,” observes that though there are 


numerous and striking differences in the modes of administration, respectively 


followed by Lord Lytton and his distinguished predecessor, Lord Northbrook, 
et both of these modes produce the same result in the interests of the Natives. 
¢ the Viceroy be of the Liberal or the Conservative party, or let him be a man 
offew and harsh words or a communicative and agreeable speaker, India and 
its Native populations are not likely to be more benefited by the one than b 
the other. Lord Northbrook was a statesman of the Liberal party ; he was well 
acquainted. with the affairs of India before he came out here ; he was a man of 
few words, of a thoughtful and grave disposition ; versed in accounts ; a mer- 
chant ; an experienced administrator; and impatient of newspaper criticism. 
The present Viceroy differs from him in many respects. Hecame here totall 
unacquainted with the country ; he belongs to the Conservative party ; he is a 
communicative and pleasant speaker; an able and experienced diplomatist ; 
and a patient appreciator of newspaper criticism. But. India”and her Native 
populations do not seem to get any benefit from either of these rulers, in the way 
of getting more liberty, more attention to their happiness, or diminution in the 
burden of taxation. The Press has already said enough of what it thought of 


the results of the administration of Lord Northbrook, and, therefore, there is no 


necessity for saying anything more on the subject. After these, rather long, 
peeory observations, the Indu Prakdsh refers to the budget speech of Lord 
ton of the 28th March, and observes that this speech indicates the tendency 

of His Excellency’s administration in two very vital subjects of policy. One of 
these subjects is the question of finance. It is a matter in which both the Gov- 
ernment and the subjects are most deeply concerned. Nay, India being a very 
and helplessly dependent country, fH feels the deepest concern in the right 
isposal of this matter. Her rulers being foreigners are necessarily unable to 
understand and realize the true state of her population. They are also natural- 
ni partial to their own country and countrymen. These circumstances make 
the budget time the most anxious time to the intelligent Natives, and they most 
anxiously watch the utterances of their rulers on this most important seipest. 
a 

new finance member of the Council, who has been specially requested by the 
Secretary of State to take his present post, and whose views, therefore, will 
carry great weight. His Lordship seems to have taken the public into his confi- 
dence, and gave information on many important points of his policy. He said 


that, up to this time useful, but unremunerative, public works used to be 


considered as extraordinary and to be provided for from loans. But, in future 
they are to be a part of the current expenditure and to be provided for from the 
current revenues. But His Excellency said nothing about any reduction in 
the expenditure on these works, nor about any greater economy to be exercised 
in this matter. We are only told that no loan# would be contraeted for their 
execution. Thus, ifno reduction is to be‘made in the expenditure, and if no 


loans are to be taken to meet it, the only inference is that taxation is to be | 
mcreased to carry oat this new idea. Then, referring to the views of: His | 


Excellency regarding the import duties on Manchester cottons, the Indu Prakash 
obeerves that’ His ‘Cordakinfe ona 


public of this country, He declared them to the world when he was nominated 
to the Viceroyalty. Sir John Strachey also expressed his views on this ques- 
tion very plainly. He declared in his budget speech that, though he served in 
India for so many years, he has not ceased to be an Englishman. His first 
duty was to consult the interests of his own country. And if it was not a settled 


ee 
a 


rdship’s opinions on this subject are not at all new to the 


a 


/ 4 | 
rinciple to abolish the (import) duties (on Manchester cottons), he would not 


“have accepted his present post. Nothing can be plainer than this clear declara- 


tion of the financial member. . The Viceroy also expressed the same sentiments, 


‘though only in a diplomatic phrase. Thus, a revenue of about 80,00,000 


rupees is to be sacrificed to promote the interests of the Manchester cotton mill- 
owners, and the deficit is to be made good by imposing some new burden on 
the people of India. His Excellency also observed that the expenses of the 
Military Department have increased ; but as it was not in his power to make any 
change therein, he would say nothing more on the subject. Referring to 
the present famine, His Lovdehip remarked that, though the calamity has been 
severer and has extended over a wider area than the late Bengal famine, yet the 
expenses of managing the former would be less than those of the latter. He 
also stated, that it would not do to take loans for meeting these famine expendi- 
tures. The expenses must be met from the current revenues, and the part of 
the country affected by a famine must contribute a part, at least, of this expen- 
diture. This also means that taxes must be increased. The Indu Prakdsh 
lastly refers to the proposal made by His Excellency, of enlarging the decen- 
tralization scheme. nder this scheme, the Local Governments are to be en- 
trusted with the supreme management of certain departments and with powers 
to impose taxes on their provinces, a certain proportion of the proceeds of those 
taxes going to the coffers of the Imperial Government, unaccompanied with any 
share of the local expenditure. The writer in the Indu Prakdsh sees in this 
scheme some resemblance to the old system of the Native Governments farming 
out the revenues of their kingdoms. The system is likely to lead to much 
oppression and an increase in the burden of taxes of the people. 


A correspondent of the same, under the signature of “A Traveller in the 
Kanara Zillah,” asserts that some European officers, in order to dispose advan- 
tageously of their property, such as a horse, a buffalo, or bullock, dispose of it 
by putting it to lotteries. They ask the mdmleddérs under them to get subscri- 
bers to these lotteries, and the mdmledars do this illegal work in order to please 
these superiors, or to avoid their displeasure. The mamledars ask the village 
officers and the persons having business in their kacheries to subscribe to 
these lotteries ; and these latter find themselves obliged to do so, simply to 
please the mdmleddrs. The correspondent is not willing just at present to 


publish the names of the officers who have actually committed this illegal 
practice, . | 


The Arunodaya (9) of the 22nd April states that there isa village, named 
Wengaon, about two miles from Karjat. This i suffers from a very scanty 
supply.of water. The only water-supply on which this village depends, is a 

cn ia y.. ppry , S abel 
small tank situated at some distance from it. But, as the tank is shallow, some 


_ people wash their elothes in it and otherwise spoil the water. The authorities 


‘and, 


concerned are requested to adopt the preg measures to preserve this water 


from being spoilt, for the benefit of the health and comfort of the people of 
Wengaon. eth Ske 


The Gucerat Mitra (41) of the 22nd April laments over the decision of the 


Bombay Government, to close the Gujarét Medical Class in the Grant Medical 


College at Bombay, and prays it to withdraw this resolution. The arguments 
advanced by the Mitra are similar to those used by many of its contemporaries, 


. 


whose remarks on this subject have been noticed more fully in some of the pre-| 


vious weekly reports. 


The Surya Prakdsh (42) of the 21st April, but received on the 22nd, 


complains that the Katérgaum road is not watered by the Local Fund Department, 
- consequently, it has become full of dust. This dust is a great nuisaace 
opie'of Surat who resort to this road for a walk or a drive, as well as 
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the | people of Katérgaum itself. The writer wonders why the people of the 


to the people 
lat ed village should ‘be subjected to this annoyance, when they pay the 


local fund cess, and requests the President of the Local Fund Committee to re- 
move this complaint, by ordering the watering of the road. 


The same, in another short leader, says that the buildings in which the 
courts of the Subordinate Judges of Surat are located, are inconvenient to the 
public and to the officers of those courts. In these buildings there is no suffi- 
cient room for the suitors and witnesses, arid for the Judge and his subordinates 
to sit in ; and to remove this inconvenience they ought tg be built anew. Mr. 
- Birdwood, the late District Judge, was aware of this great inconvenience, and 
wrote to Government asking sanction for erecting new court-houses for the Sub- 
Judges. His departure on leave of absence has left this work incomplete ; and 
it behoves Mr. Macpherson to obtain the sanction, after personally satisfying 
himself about the inconvenience of the existing buildings. The proposed new 
buildings are not likely to cost much. Notwithstanding this, if Government 


refuses to give its sanction, it should, at least,-order the removal of the courts to 
some suitable rented buildings for the present. 


The same, in noticing the fraud committed by Mr. Bépuje, the treasurer 
of the Surat District Treasury, in misappropriating rupees 10,500 of the Govern- 
ment money, for which crime he is about to be prosecuted, observes that the 
pay of a treasurer is very small, considering the great responsibilities of the 
ofice. He remains in charge of a large amount of money, and has to disburse 
large amounts. It is true that securities for rupees forty thousand are taken 

from him ; but then he ought to have an adequate salary in proportion to his 


great responsibilities. The subordinates of the treasurer ought also to be per- 
sons in whom he has trust. 


The same highly praises Colonel Barton, the Political Agent of Kutch, for 
showing’ great kindness to the young princes of Lundwdra and Sunth when 
he was Political Agent of Rewd4kanta. Both Colonel and Mrs. Barton had taken 
great care of the education of these princes, and good fruit has resulted from 
thei disinterested good work. The princes had recently gone to Kutch to 
see their good friends Colonel and Mrs. Barton, who as well as the Kutch 
Darbar have shown them great hospitalities. The Swrya Prakdsh recommends 


other Political Officers to copy the good Colonel in his kindness towards the 
Native Princes. 


The Jéme Jamsed (45) of the 23rd April once more condemns the proposed 
revival and application of the Contageous Disease Act to Bombay. The argu- 
ments used by it are not new: they are a repetition of those advanced by 
itself and some of its contemporaries before this, and to summarize them very 
Shortly they may be stated as follows:—That the Contageous Disease Act 

appears, from a moral point of view, an encouragement to immorality; that the 
people of Bombay do not require it at all; that Government yants to revive 
the Act for the benefit of the military and seafaring classes of the island ; that 
-1t 1s wrong‘to put the burden of the working expenses of this law, which is 
resorted to for the benefit of a few, on the six and half lakhs of the eivil popu- 


lation of the town ; and that an overwhelming majority of the people of Eng- 
land condemns this law, which is applied to some of the seaport towns of it. 
The Jéme Jamsed describes the circumstances which in its opinion has made— 
the Indian population more moral than the populations of European countries — 


in the matter of illicit sexual connection. e civil population of Bombay is 
as moral as the rest of the Indian population ; and. the convincing proof of it 
18 that, compared to the other diseases, there is in thé hospitals and dispen- 
saries of Bombay a very ; ing -f 
‘diseases, This fact and the reasons above given show that there is no t 


—_ 


little attendance of persons suffering fron venereal — 
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at all of a Contagious Disease Act in Bombay. The Jéme Jamsed exhorts the 
— of Bombay to submit a protest to Government against the proposed re- 
vival and introduction of the Act, which it condemns. as a measure which will 
open a course of immorality to the masses. . 


The Rast Goftér (47) of the 22nd April has a short leader, headed “A 


Fearful Vice in the North-West Provinces,” in which it is observed that, a 


traveller in the North-West Provinces of India cannot but be acquainted with 
a disgusting vice with regard to children in the Mahomedan cities of that part 
of the country. Much is heard of this vice in Turkey, Tartary, Persia and 
Afgénistén. But it was never expected that it has existed in cities like A 

and Lucknow, which are under the British rule. Education among the Maho. 
medans of this part of the country is nominal. A large number of the students 
of the school and colleges consists of Hindus, and the Mahomedans are steeped 
in pleasure, poverty proceeding from sloth, or vice. Several boys of the latter 
class have adopted and follow the profession of singing and dancing. Several 
Nawdabs or rich Mahomedans of Lucknow have kept numbers of such boys in 
the dress of females, and take them with themselves in that dress into the 
public. It is very strange that British officers permit this vice to stalk before 
their eyes, when they possess the powerful means of the Criminal Tribes Act and 
the Indian Penal Code to crush it down. It seems that as if these laws have 
been suspended in Delhi, Agra, Lucknow and other cities of the North-West 
Provinces, and the disgusting vice has been allowed to grow and spread around. 
This state of things is really fearful. It is true that institutions Wks the Can- 


ning College in Lucknow will. remove this vice. But it will take a very long | 


time to achieve this happy result. Why not then the stringent measures pro- 
vided by the law should be taken to crush down the vice at once ? asks the 
Rast Goftdr. 


The Famine in the Deccan, 


The Rdst Goftar (47) of the 22nd April contains No. 3 of the series of 


communicated articles, giving “‘ An Impartial Survey of the Famine Policy. of 


Government.’”’ The writer ascribes two important causes more for the dissatis- 
faction prevailing among the famine labourers. He says that a large number 


of the officials entrusted with the immediate carrying out of the famine-work 


are Mémleddrs, Awalkdérkuns, and persons of a similar class. These officials are 
mostly old péople, who lave not the requisite amount of education, ambition 
and activity to adopt good and prompt measures for the relief of the distressed 
ryots ; and, consequently, the famine-labourers are dissatisfied in regard to the 


- payment of their wages, in the exaction of labour, in sending them from one 
_place to another for employment on. works, and many other particulars. These 


officials have been found wantizig in giving hopes and comfort to the distressed 
ryots, in finding out the really distressed people, and in giving them relief. 

he other cause of the dissati8faction ven. the ryots is the exaction of the land 
assessment. Since the commencement of the famine up to now, the Government 
or the Government officers have informed the a differently on different 
occasions, and, consequently, it has been impressed on the mind of the ryots 


that the land assessment would be remitted. All of a sudden it was resolved to 


levy this assessment; and this sudden resolution has frightened the people. 


But, the severe complaint.which hag been raised in this matter proceeds more | 
from the middle classes than the poor ryots, who are too engrossed with — 


the care of earning their livelihood to make any such complaint, The 
middle class ryots are generally Indmdérs. or Jamindérs, and it is they who 
have raised the complaint. The writer of the communication promises to give 
his opinion in the next communication, as to the justness or o 
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Municipalities. | 


The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 22nd .% asks how it is that Mr. Kaikhoshro . 


Hormasji' Alpdiw4l4, the Judge of the Small Causes Court at Surat, is allowed to 
continue on the Municipal Commission of that town? His being a Municipal 
Commissioner is against the very proper orders. of Government prohibiting a 
judicial officer being made a Commissioner. Why does not Mr. Alpdiwélé 
resign the Commissionership? or why does not the President of the Commis- 
sion write to Government to caregl his appointment ? asks the Mitra. 


Railways. 


The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 22nd April quotes the order, issued under 
date the 12th instant, No. 56, by the Traffic Manager of the B. B..and C. I. 
Railway, discontinuing from the 20th idem the issue of Platform Tickets, 
which were sold for one anna each at all the stations of the line, and instructing 
the station-masters to admit on the platform persons who want to see away or 
receive passengers, care being taken by these officers that persons who are given 
permission are of known respectability or have business transactions requiring 
their presence on the platforms. The Mitra repeats its complaint, that this 
order, which leaves granting permission to go to the platform at the discretion 
of the station staff, will be very inconvenient to poor people particularly. 
About the time of the starting of a train, many persons require permission to 
put their female relations and their young children, or their old relations into 
the carriages ; and on these occasions the station staff are deeply engaged, and, 
consequently, permission to visit the platforms will not be easily obtained. 
Poor people, particularly, will not get it. These inconveniences were felt be- 
fore the ipteoduction of the platform tickets, which were sold for one anna each; 
and the issue.of these tickets was, therefore, felt as a great boon and conve- 
nience by all people. But the abolition of the platform tickets will revive these 
inconveniences, and, therefore, the Guzerat Mitra prays the railway agent to 
withdraw the order of the Traffic Manager quoted above. If it be on account 
of the system of platform tickets obtaining on this railway only, that it has 
been abolished ; or, in other words, if the system has been done away with in 
the supposed interests of the public, the abolition is a mistake. If the Govern- 
ment or the railway authorities have really such interests at heart, they should 
lessen the price of the platform tickets from one anna to half anna, and revive 


the system of selling the tickets. (The Hitechhchhu (48) of Ahmedabad of the 
25th April expresses similar sentiments.) 


Native States. 


The Dnydn Prakésh (3) of the 28rd April, in a long editorial, headed 
‘His Highness Téty4 Séheb, the Chief of Sdngli,” refers to the news it has 
received from its Kolhépur correspondent that, in disposing of a representation 
made some time ago a the Chief of Sangli, to restore him to the full and in- 


dependent power of managing his State and remove the British Joint Adminis- 


trator, Government has been pleased to inform the Chief that he should at once 


0 back to Sdéngli and render cordial help'to the British Administrator, Major 
est, in the management of the State, and his prayer would receive favourable 
Consideration from Government subsequently, and that his complaints against | 

the Native Karbhdri would be investigated by Major Westropp and duly dis- 


posed of; and observes that had the Chief of Séngli the requisite wisdom to 


understand the causes of his frequent misunderstanding with his people and 


with the Government, he woald have soon and easily removed those causes, and 


would have righted himself. But he bas not that wisdom. About three years , 
480, when the Chief was deprived of the independent management of his State _ 


- 
&< 
a 
s 
re 
A 
, ‘Se 
me 
Ps 
di. 
« 
% 
iz 


x 
— 

> # 
a Ft 
Ss 


+ 


ver 
wie 


= 


BY ot 


8 


and a British Administrator was appointed to aid him, he was informed that the 
arrangement was to last for three years, and if he would give satisfaction to 
Government, he would be restored to his former independence. This term of 
three years expired at the end of the last year. The public was anxiously wait- 
ing to see what course Government would take in this matter when this term 
wasover. The resolution passed by the Government of Sir Philip Wodehouse, 
and alluded to above, is surprisingly lenient, considering the conduct of the 
Chief during the time of probation. The Chief had no right whatever to any 
leniency at the hands of Government ; and if Government had deprived him alto- 
gether of all power over the State and pensioned him off, no fault could have 
reasonably been found with its proceeding. Every one expected that Tdty4 
Séheb would be treated exactly in the same way asthe Chief of Jath was treated 
some years ago. Sir Philip possibly thought that as he was about to retire 
from the country, it would not be very good to close his administration by this 
unpleasant act, and shewed mercy to the Chief, who does not certainly deserve 
it. Though the time of this second probation is not fixed, it cannot be ver 
long; and if the Chief does not improve his conduct and free himself from the 
rnicious influence of evil advisers, he is sure to suffer the same fate as over- 
came the Chief of Jéth. The writer in the Dnydn Prakdsh, however, has very 
little hope of Taty4 Saheb ever improving. He is quite incapable to think for 
himself. He is a helpless tool in the hands of certain evil men. The Bombay 
Government has made repeated efforts to awaken him to his own interest and 
duty; but all in vain. During the last years of the first probation the writer 
has not heard of a single important aid having been rendered. by Tdtyd Sdheb 
to the British Administrator. On the contrary, the Chief stayed the greater part 
of the time away from Sdngli, and spent most of his time in making representa- 


tions to the Bombay Government and in preferring al] sorts of complaints against — 


hiscolleague, the British Administrater. He did all this under the advice of his 
crafty and evil advisers. Had he but a particle of sense in him, he would ave 
easily seen that the course he was following was not at all calculated to do him 
any good, but to draw on him the great displeasure of Government, The Dnydn 
Prakésh does not approve of Government promising the Chief to ask Major 
Westropp to investigate the complaints made by him against the Native Kar- 
bhari, Mr, Nardyan Ganesh Deshpdnde. The writer asserts that these com- 
plaints are not bon4 fide of the Chief’s own making. Those who know him well 
are convinced that he is not capable of any really independent action of this 
sort. Hedoes simply what his evil advisers prompt him todo. These evil 
advisers do not like any educated and independent man to be a Kérbdéri. The 
Bombay Government is not unaware of all these things. It knows them 
thoroughly, and yet it has given the above promise tothe Chief. The Dnydn 
Prakash should not be understood to say that, it deprecates all inquiries into 
the conduct of the K4rbhd4ries of the Native States. Not at all. Allit means 
: y, the above remarks is that, when a Chief is known to complain against his 

Kérbhéri, not from his independent and genuine will, but simply at the in- 
stigation of some interested and evil advisers, his complaints ought not to be much 
minded. Government need not be told that the position of a Kérbhari of such 
Chief is full of difficulties ; and these difficulties should not be enhanced by 
encouraging such Chiefs to prefer trivial and vexatious complaints. 


. A correspondent of the Jdéme Jamsed (45) of the 27th April, writing from 
Rajkot, states that Colonel Law, the President of the Raéjasthanik Court, havin 
obtained fifteen months’ furlongh to Europe, the Native Chiefs of the 1st an 
2nd classes were invited to the camp of the Political Agent at Verdwal, to con- 
sider and decide upon the question who is to be appointed in his place. Most 
of these Chiefs gave their votes in favour of Major Werson, the First Assistant 


Political Agent. If this appointment is bestowed on the ground of majority of 
votes, it will be satisfactory. Major Watson has thirteen years’ experience of 
Kattywar. He knows well the province and its people. i 
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languages. Moreover, he is impartial and conscientiously attentive to his duties. 
If he is appointed President of the Court, many complaints which are still made 

' by the Girdssids will disappear. For a little time past new taxes have been 
imposed on the Girdssids with the permission of the Rdésasthénik Court. These 
imposts are not only objectionable, but are also unjust and illegal. For instance, 
the Girdssids are required to pay a road cess, though no roads have been made 
in their villages. e Rajasthanik Court having imposed this tax, there is no 
way of escaping paying it, as there is no appeal against the decisions of it. 

‘Hence there is a great need of an able and impartial President to this Court, 
and Major Watson is fully qualified for the post. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 1st May 1877. 
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The Public Administration, — 


- The Native Opinion (2) of the 29th April, in an article, headed “ The Native 
Press of India,” is glad to find that the opinion of thoughtful and liberal-minded 
European gentlemen is favourable to the liberty of the Native Press of India. 
The article reproduces several passages from the recent lecture of Dr. Birdwood, 
given by him on this subject before the Society of Arts in London. ~— : 


The Shubha Suchak (14) of the 27th April, but received on the 29th, notices 
the petition, recently made by the people of Calcutta to the English Parliament, 
to increase the facilities to the Native candidates wishing to compete for the 
Indian Civil Service. The arguments and statements made by the Shubha 
Suchak, in support of the claims of the Natives for a reasonable share in the 
administration of their country, have again and again appeared inthe Native 
Press ; and as they have been already noticed in these weakly summaries more 
than once, no fuller notice of them seems necessary. 


The Kalpataru (16) of the 29th April, complains of the extreme irregularity 
of the post-peons of the Sholdpur Post-office in delivering letters to the people. 
Both the Government officials and private people suffer much inconvenience 


from this irregularity. The authorities concerned are requested to remedy this 
complaint. | 


The Swadesh Mitra (29) of the 30th April, in a short leader, briefly reviews 
the career of Sir Philip Wodehouse, the late Governor of Bombay. Before his 
appointment as Governor of Bombay, Sir Philip held several appointments .in 
the British colonies; but as the Mitra knows nothing about his colonial career, 
it will say nothing about it. There is not a single thing in the five years’ 
career of Sir Philip as Governor of Bombay which will leave a grateful remem- 
brance of him among the people of this presidency, and make them regard his 
departure with any regret. As he came to this presidency full of years and full 
of administrative experience, the people naturally expected much good from 
him, especially as he succeeded Sir Seymour Fitzgerald, who was rather an 
ease-loving Governor, and with whom the people, therefore, were rather dis- 
contented. The public expectation was that the new Governor would remove 
this discontent ; but it proved to be delusive. The Mitra then refers to Sir 
Philip’s first Convocation speech, which poured cold water on the aspirations of 
the rising generation of the Natives, and which will. be long: remembered by 


_ them with not very agreeable feelings. The deposition of Malhdrraw, the 


Mahomedan riot of 1874, and the famine of the last and this year, have been 
the three great events of the reign of. Sir Philip; and they will preserve its 
memory for a long time. Besides these, several events of smaller importance 


have marked the reign of the late Governor. ‘During his administration the 


Revenue Survey and Assessment Department committed its greatest excesses, 
which ultimately led to the late Deccan agrarian riots. These disturbances 


induced His Excellency Sir Philip to give his particular attention to this subject ; 
and being convinced that the rates of the revised assessment were too heavy, he 


ordered a little modification in them.’ This important subject, however, cannot 


said to have received as much consideration as its gravity deserves. As 
regards the several legislative measures passed under his presidéncy, Sir Philip — 


always inclined, it must be acknowledged to his credit, towards justice and fair- 
prey. It also must be admitted that, in suppressing the Mahomedan riot of 1874, 

is Excellency exhibited remarkable energy and firmness. He managed the 
present famine at the commencement with considerable, though not complete, 
success. He could not remonstrate with the Supreme Government for the new 


and harsher measures it recommended for managing the famine ; ‘and, conse- 


quently, Sen ee netting extreme distress. He most f op 0 ec 
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praise. In his time His Royal Highness'the Prince of Wales visited this country, 
and the great Delhi Darbdr took place ; and for these memorable events he has 
obtained a op tng € On the whole, the Natives have not obtained any really 
great benefits from his administration for which they can remember his name 
with great gratitude. Those who know him most closely eulogise him as an old 
gentleman of a very excellent disposition. The Mitra regrets that the adminis- 
tration of such a good man should prove a failure. The Mittra attributes this 
ill-success of Sir Philip to his yielding more to the advice of his subordinates 
and sticking less to his own independent views. The Mitra is glad that the 
‘good people of pig, age wisely in not getting up an address to His Ex- 


cellency on the eve of his departure. It, however, wishes His Excellency a 
happy and safe return to his native land. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (44) of the 28tb April, but received on the 30th, in 
a leader, headed ‘* The Close of Sir Philip Wodehouse’s Administration,” reviews 


the career of the late Governor much in the same way as the Swadesh Mitra (29) 
of the 30th April does. 


- The Jdéme Jamsed (45) of the 28th April, but received on the 30th, saysthat _ 
Mr. O’Connor, the Assistant Secretary in the Revenue Department of the Covéien- 
ment of India, whom the Supreme Government has appointed to make certain 
changes in the Customs and the Salt Departments of Bombay, has not arrived 
in Bombay to do the work. The Jdéme Jamsed then suggests certain. reductions 
in the Customs Office. It says that formerly the Customs Commissioner, Mr. 
Reid, did the work of his own office and of the Salt Department, and drew the 
monthly salary of Rs. 3,500. The Salt Department has been separated and 
_ placed under Mr. Pritchard, who is paid Rs. 2,000 per month; and still Mr. 
Reid gets his former pay for doing the Customs work only. The Jéme Jamsed 
thinks that such a highly-paid officer is not required for the Customs work alone, 
and suggests that if an increase of five hundred rupees per month is made in the 
sal of the Deputy Commissioner of Customs, Mr. Trevor, and he is entrusted 
with the work of the Commissioner, he will do it as well. It is also suggested 
that the salaries of the appraisers of the Customs Department may well be reduced 
by half their present amounts, and that no reductions be made by reducing the 


salaries or dispensing with the services of any of the low-paid menial servants 
and others of that department. filed. 


The same of the 30th April says that, a large portion of the Mukhtydrs who 
do work before the Native “7 rms bel sitting in the fort at Surat, are persons 
who have been accused of criminal offences, and two of the leading Mukhtydrs - 
have suffered imprisonment in the criminal jail. The Jdéme Jamsed asks the 
Magistrates not to permit such persons to practise before them. The European — 
Magistrates of the place do not allow them to appear before them. The Native 
Magistrates only permit them to practise before them, Mr. Pratt, the District 

Magistrate of Surat, is requested to prohibit at least such Mukhtydrs from prac- 
tising as have been convicted and punished for criminal offences. 


The same states in another place that, in the times of the two Governors of . 
Bombay who succeeded Sir Bartle Frere, petitions were sent to Government either 
through the post or through the petition-box hung at the Secretariate, and were 
read by the respective departments with which,they were concerned, and a report 
was made upon them by the officers of that department. No matter what the 
contents of these petitions were, or of whatsoever nature were the prayers con- 
tamed in them, without any inquiries into them, their Excellencies the Gov- 
ernors made minutes on these petitions. This mode of disposing of them often 
prevented the petitioners from o re, the justice they sought. The Jéme 
Yamsed prays His Excellency Sir Richard Temple to alter this system. It solicits 


His Excellency to appoint a certain day for petitions in the Secretariate 


building, to hear and inquire into them patiently, and to deal out justice to the 
2NP5—5 | | . | 
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titioners. The Jéme Jamsed hopes that His Excellency, who possesses great 
fndian experience and a close acquaintance with the manners and customs of 
the Natives, will adopt the above recommendation. ‘ : 


The Rdst Goftdr (47) of the 29th April, in writing about the administration 


- of Sir Philip Wodehouse, observes that in totalling up its merits and demerits, 


the sum total goes against the departing Governor, and his administration 
appears to have been a failure. Sir Philip had some good qualities. He dis- 
iked and hated flattery. He hada nice appreciation of personal merit, and 


shewed this good quality ry appointing the Honourable Mr. Nanébhdi Haridds in 
O 


the High Court, and the Honourable Messrs. Wishwandth Nérdéyan Mandalik and 
Sorébji Shépurji Bengéli in the local Legislative Council, od in making some 
other good appointments. His Excellency was a brief speaker and a real worker, 
and has shéwn good results when acting upon his own judgment. In the poli- 
tical administration of his charge, Sir Philip allowed the advice of other persons 
to overcome his good judgment, and thereby permitted, himself to fall into a wrong 
course. In his first Convocation speech of the Bombay University, he expressed. 
himself against the policy of bestowing high places upon the Natives. In his 
second Convocation speech he spoke in regard to the late Mahomedan riot of 
Bombay. In this speech he shewed his usual censurable weakness, and altered 
his praiseworthy resolution to prohibit the making of tabuts that year. He 
also overlooked the faults of high Government officers, two marked instances of 
which occurred in the case of Sir Frank Souter and Mr. Moylan. The great and 
memorable event of Sir Philip’s administration was the visit of His Royal High- 
ness the Prince of Wales to this country. But the great blame of hurting the 
feelings of the Natives, and particularly of Native Princes, on the occasion of 
the royal visit, falls on the head of Sir Philip. In his time the Bombay Govern- 
ment lost authority over the Sind frontier and over the State of Baroda. Sir 
Philip has, however, come out well from the test of the famine of 1876-77. But 
in the matter of holding a public meeting in Bombay in regard to the famine; in 
the matter of paying wages to labourers on famine-works for Sundays; and some 
other similar matters, he has not done well. Bombay had in Sir George Clerk 
a miserly but an impartial Governor ; in Sir Bartle Frere a sweet-talking but a 
hard-working Governor; in Sir Seymour Fitzgerald an easy-going but a smart 
Governor ; but Sir Philip Wodehouse had none of these good qualities in him. 
(The Akhbare Sowdagar (46) of the 30th April, and the Jdme Jamsed (45) of the 
Ist May express sentiments similar to the above. The Yajdin Parast (49) and 
the Satya Mitra 62) of the 29th April, also make a few brief observations some- 
what similar to the above). | | 


The Samsher Bahddur (53) of the 27th April, but received on the 29th, 
reviews the old complaint of some members of the Native Press, that they are 


not supplied with copies of the official weekly reports upon the Native Press. 


The usual arguments, that there is no reason to keep these reports secret from 
the Native papers, and that this secrecy keeps the latter in ignorance as to 
which of the subjects commented on by them are placed before Government by 
the Official Reporter are brought forward, and a readiness is shewn to pay rea- 
sonable subscription and postage for the reports, if Government will kindly supply 
the Native papers with them. This subject has so many times appeared in one 
or other paper, and has so frequently been noticed in the weekly reports, that a 
fuller notice of it here does not seem necessary. ; 


The same contains another leader, headed “ The Obvious Difficulties in the 
Way of the Natives getting High Posts.under Government,” in which it enumé- 
rates several of the difficulties which hie in the way of the Natives getting these 
posts, and prays Government to mitigate them. The subject has been discussed 
again and again in the Native Press, and therefore the: article under notice does — 


Rot require any lengthened notice here. \ 


ji 


6 


The same states that sre who have recently come from Bombay to 
Ahmedabad say that, in the former city the télimwdlds have again commenced 


who happen to meet them in corners of streets and out-of-the-way places. 

badmdshis forcibly carry away the turbans of passengers, and mnfle their 

and run away. It is also said that policemen are bribed by these robbers, who 

- are not therefore apprehended by them. The Samsher Bdhddur requests the 
Commissioner of Police to enquire into the truth of this report, and, if it be 

true, to set his detectives to apprehended these badmdshis. The writer praises 

Mr. Forjet, the late Commissioner of Police, for ridding Bombay, with great 


sagacity and tact, of the télimwdl4s and other bad characters who abounded 
considerably before his time. 


to nnize over the people. The télimwdlés and gamblers plunder ee 
ee x 
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The Mitt Prakash (58) of the 27th April, requests the postal authorities to 
open a branch post office at Sawli, the Sadar station of the Jarod Taluka of the 
Gdikwadi State. It says that the towns of Bhddarwa and.Sdwli are situated at 
a distance of eight miles, from each other. The former is a small State in the 
Rew4 Kanta in which there are about thirty villages, In its neighbourhood 
there are some rich villages of the A’nand Taluka of the Kaira District. Its 
population is about four thousand souls. Sdwli is, as stated above, the Sadar 
station of the Jarod Taluka. There are about 125 villages under it. Its popu- 
lation is about eight thousand persons. The trade of the towns of Bhadarwa 
and Sdéwli is also good. Notwithstanding this state of things a post-box is 
placed in each of them, and it is opened every fourth or fifth day by the district 
postman, and its contents are taken to the post-office at Baroda. When he 
comes to these towns he distributes the letters received by post. Thus, letters 
posted by the inhabitants of these towns remain in the post-boxes for four or 
five days. before they are removed, and hence the people cannot enjoy the 
advantages of the very convenient postal system as fully as they ould The 
Niti Prakash, therefore, requests the postal authorities to open a branch post- 
office in the town of Sawli, making it a branch of the head office at Wdsad. In 
Bhédarwa the post-box may be allowed to remain, but letters posted in it should 
be taken away every day. Bhddarwa is situated at the distance of eight miles 
both from Wasad and Sdwli, and the postman going from Sdwli to Wa4sad will 
be able to take the post from Bhddarwa, and distribute at the last named place 

the letters he may have brought with him from Waisad, 


The Famine in the Deccan. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 30th April contains a communicated article, 


the writer of which gives a very graphic and painful account of the great dis- 
tress prevailing in the Kal4dgi District. The ryots of this part of the country, 


says he, are notoriously poor; and as no rain was vouchsafed to this district 


during the last year, the poor ryots were very soon reduced to very great dis- 
tress, ‘They have been suffering for the last eight months indescribable priva- 
tions and miseries ; but during the last two months or so, the distress appears 
to have attained its utmost height. The wretched people tried to live upon 
leaves of trees, on the fruit of prickly-pear, on saw-dust and such other things; 
but even these things are not nico $9 and the sufferers have become despon- 


dent of their lives. During the last week thousands of poor people were seen 
on the road from Kalddgi to Sholdpur, trying to go to the latter place in the 
hope of getting some work. They trav with their families and with their kit, 


as if they are going to some pilgrimage. They are, perhaps, going to the pil- 
. grimage of the pai Be death,’ ‘The sight of these people is y heart-rending, 


Their number is being thinned by starvation and by diseases. The dead per- 


sons are left without burial for one or two days. A corpse is said to have been 


ay faa and crows. Several villages have become tenantless. Water is 
also fail gin 
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weak, they are not admitted as labourers; and when they get no food to eat for 
some days, they die. ‘Those who are admitted to the works, do not get wages 
sufficient for their maintenance. ‘T’he Press has clamoured for the increase of 
the rates of wages, but the authorities have paid no attention whatever to its 
out-cries. Government proclaims that it has opened works for the relief of the 
famine-stricken ; but hundreds of people die from starvation and from diseases. 
There are at present for every taluka two relief Mdmleddrs, one Assistant Col- 


lector, a Police Superintendent, an Assistant Engineer, Overseers, Sub-Overseers, — 


Cashiers, Mestries, Kérkuns, &c.,—all these costing a very large sum of mone 
to the State. These arrangements must be impressing an out-side spectator with 
the idea that the work of relief is carried on very vigorously and satisfactorily. 
But, in reality, asserts the writer, the famine-stricken people do not get the 
slightest benefit from all this expenditure. Not even one-half of the amount that 
is spent on salaries to the above-mentioned officials, is devoted to giving real re- 
lief to the sufferers from the famine. Thus, the money spent on the above es- 
tablishments is a mere waste in the opinion of this writer. If any one talks to 
these officials of any persons having died of starvation, they get extremely 


angry with him. ‘They attribute all such deaths to cholera only. The writer ° 


in the Indu Prakdsh cannot deny that some deaths are caused by cholera. 
But to speak an intentional falsehood, says he, is not acceptable to God.. Some 
officials do not -believe that there is even a famine in the country! Mr. Fleet 


was one of these officials. The writer has to say a great deal more; but he 
defers it to some future occasion. 


A correspondent of the Wative pee (2) of the 29th April, from Sholdpur, 
says that the poor people in search of relief who go to the public works do not 
get their wages till the Saturday after their arrival. This exposes them to 
starvation in the mean time. Again, some people are refused admission on the 
plea that they do not bring their own tools to work with ; and some women are 
refused admission because they have no male relations with them to protect 
them. If this be true, these are hard and unreasonable conditions. People who 
have pawned their miserable clothes for a day’s food, cannot be reascnably 
asked to provide themselves with working tools. To refuse also to admit poor 
women on works who have no male relations with them, is equally absurd and 
eruel. If such objections are really made to the admission of the poor labourers, 
they cannot be removed too soon by Government. It is very astonishing to see 
that, though the relief-works have been in operation for so many months, those 
who are entrusted with their management do not manage them satisfactorily. 
A gentleman is going to visit the works to ascertain whether the above com- 
plaints are true. Referring to the management of the poor-house of Sholdpur, the 
writer says that only one hundred persons are retained in this house. The rest 
are expelled from it, the Relief Committee giving a little quantity of corn to each 
of them every day. Among the one hundred who are retained, there are many 
real workers, such as grinders of corn, water-carriers, cooks, the labourers who 
assist in building the walls of the house, &c. All these amount to 72, while the 
really helpless persons maintained in the house are only 28! The former 72 
persons are quite able to labour for their bread, and yet they are retained in the 
poor-house for the convenience of one-third of their number. This is really a 
very strange arrangement. Referring to the management of. the Relief Com- 
mittee of the same town, the writer observes that the Committee distributes 
small cakes to about 1,000 or 1,100 children,—one cake to each child, and about 
& quarter of a sher of corn to about 20 persons. The members of the Committee 

ow full well that these rations are not. sufficient for the ‘maintenance of those 
to whom they are given. The ep thing for the Committee to do, is to give 
its relief to as many only as its ake enable it to do efficiently, and leave the 
rest to find out other resources. Why should it try to help ‘the 
enable it to diminish the number of its inmates? It appears that the 


Of the poor-house are Government officials, and they are also on. this Relief 


SEE ae 

ree rh fits 

f Wa a! “tig Mis : 

F a 2 o ig Ps Pe 
—_ Ae } 


| poor-house to — 


8 


® 


Committee ; and they, in order to lessen the expenses of the former establish- 
ments, which iz a Government concern, have devolved its burden on the latter, 
which is popular. The independent members of the latter institution are cen- 
sured by the writer for improper subserviency, and are advised to act indepen- 
dently ; and if they cannot do this, to resign their membership&. 3 


The Dnydn Prakdésh (3) of the 30th April, has a long article, headed ‘‘ The 
Necessity of Changing the Famine Policy of Government.” The article commen- 
ces by referring to the now well-known letters of Dr. Cornish on the subject of 
the rates of wages, and observing that these letters will create a sensation both 
here and in England which will not be soon forgotten ; and that had the learned 
doctor not written these letters, the blunder of Government would never haye 
come to light, and the extreme hardships which the famine-stricken people are 
suffering from the present policy of Government, would have never become 
such a wide theme of public criticism. There were, no doubt, blunders com- 
mitted in managing the famine of 1874 ; bat if those blunders be compared with 
those which are being committed in managing the present famine, there appears 
a heavén-wide difference between the blunders of those two managements. The 
~ alleged mistakes in dealing with the former calamity were only spending a little 
more money than was absolutely necessary. But the mistakes of dealing with 
the present calamity are much more grave and affect the lives and health of the 
famine-stricken population. The Bombay and the Madras Governments dealt 
with the calamity satisfactorily and wisely, until the Government of India inter- 
fered and intimated to these Governments that, in managing the famine, economy 
was of supreme importance, and even the preservation of life ought not to make 
them swerve from exercising it. But this announcement from the Government 
of India was received with dismay and consternation by the public; and the 
Supreme Government, finding this announcement was not entry acquiesced 
in by the people, wrote again to the local Governments informing them that, in 
the matter of saving the lives of the famine-stricken people, they must act on 
their responsibility and spend money at their discretion for that object, and that 
money should not be saidened to the lives of the people. Thus, though by this 
second order the Government of India freed itself from the responsibility regard- 
ing the lives of the famine-stricken people, and placed it on the shoulders of the 
local Governments, the spirit of the first order manifested itself in the changed 
harsher famine policy. *The rate of wages was reduced, and harder work began 
to be exacted from the relief-seekers. ‘The consequence was, that a large num- 
ber of the labourers left the relief-works; for the wages were found to be insuffi- 
cient for their maintenance. The Government officials set down this great and 
sudden falling off in the number of the labourers, to a strike among them. The 


Dayén Prakash scouts this idea of astrike as altogether baseless. No strike, it 


thinks, can last so long and under these circumstances ; the new changed policy 
may save a few lakhs of rupees, but it is sure to inflict a graver evil both on 
Government and the people. It will very seriously affect the State revenue in 
years to come, and will create an undesirable feeling in the minds of the ryots 

regarding their rulers. The writer thinks that the Government knows the 
failure of the present policy, but does not think it prudent to acknowledge its 
mistake ; and, therefore, persists in its erroneous course. The authorities are 
earnestly requested to consider this grave subject, and to revert to the old and 
more liberal policy for the benefit of Government and its poor ryots. 


The same of the 3rd May, in an article, headed ‘“‘ The Present Famine Policy 
of Government,” referring to its article in the last issues on the necessity of 
giving up the present policy of dealing with the existing famine and of return- 
ing to the earlier more humane and liberal one, remarks that,if Government is 


hot as yet aware of the evil effects the present famine policy has produced, it 


‘Mmust be called a very great wonder indeed. The Honourable Sir Richard — 


Temple thought that one pound of corn would suffice ‘as a subsistence allowance 
for a labourer, and, on this supposition, the}present rate was adopted as a: pro- 
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fessedly experimental measure. ‘The Honourable Special Commissioner himself 
promised that, if his experiment was found not to answer well, he would him-’ 


_ self recommend its abandonment. It is, therefore, time now to see and ascer- 


tain whether the experiment has really succeeded or has failed. In determining 
this question, the opinion of the medical officers of Government deserves the 
first consideration. Dr. Cornish, the Sanitary Commissioner of Madras, has 


_ expressed himself srngy against the experiment. The Dnydén Prakédsh refers 


to this opinion at some length, and praises the learned Doctor for his indepen- 
dence and conscientiousness in discharging his duty. It also refers to the 
irritation evinced by the Madras Government towards the newspaper which 
published Dr. Cornish’s first report, and censures that Government for this im-’ 
proper exhibition of feeling. It further observes that what Dr. Cornish says 


of the relief-seekers in Madras, must be equally true of the relief-seekers of this 


presidency. For, according to Sir Richard Temple himself, the present famine 
poliey is more rigorously and strictly enforced in this presidency than in 

adras. “The Dnydn Prakdsh regrets that Dr. Hewlett, the Sanitary Commis- 
sioner of this presidency, has not spoken out as plainly as Dr. Cornish has done 
on this subject. It must also be said that whenever the Sanitary Commissioner 
has ventured to express himself against the present famine policy, the Govera- 
ment has shewed its displeasure, and told the Sanitary Commissioner to mind 
his own proper business. Dr. Townsend, the Sanitary Commissioner of the Gov- 
ernment of India, was deputed to Shol4pur to inspect the condition of the relief- 
seekers there. The report of this officer has: not been published by Govern- 
ment; but according to the Times of India, this report is. unfavourable to the 
present famine poney of Government. Mr. Grant, the late Collector of Shold- 
pur, entertained views contrary to those of Government regarding the dealing 
with tlie present famine, and, therefore, he was removed from Sholépur and 
sent to Bombay. His successor, Mr. Percival, on one occasion made a report, 
in which he said some things not quite palatable to Government, and thereby 
drew upon himself the displeasure of Government, without benefiting the poor 
famine-stricken ryots. All these facts show that Government does not care 
much to see whether the experiment is a success or a failure, but is resolved to 
persist in continuing the policy it has adopted. 3 


A correspondent of the Kalpataru (16) of the 29th April, writing from 
Jehur, states that a woman, named Sagund4, of the oilman caste, died of starva- 
fon at Jehur on the 15th April. About 15 days before her death the woman | 


was quite exhaustad. She got nothing from the dispensers of the Government 


relief. Her case was intimated to the Patil and the Kulkarni of the village, but 
no relief was obtained. About twenty-five persons more are on the same road 
to death. The earthly Government pays no attention to their miseries; but 


_ Bays, on the contrary, that they all look very well! > 


Native States. 


The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 29th April, in a para., headed ‘‘ Tyranny m 
the Géikwddi State,” says that Gowan Nichhd, the late Karbhari of the Gdikwédi 
town of Palsén, having been found guilty of receiving bribes and committing 
other misdeeds, was aj prehended and imprisoned for a long time in the Thana 
at Nausari. He has been recently released from confinement, on his paying a 
fine of ru thirty thousand. While in office, Gowan Nichh4é misappropriated — 
Some of the realizations made by him from the ryots of Palsén, Gabheni, Talang- 
pur and other villages. In regard to.these misappropriations the Wahiwdtdars — 
of Nausari: have issued an order that the owners of lands the assessment on which 
was not paid to Government by Gowan Nichhé while he was in office, should _ 
pay the same to Government. The Karbhéris of Nausari claim under this order 

: ® balances of the land assessment from the ryots. Some of the ryots\have 
this unjust demand. Others who have come into reduced circumstances, — 


eth : cot Oe 
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cannot it, and they are threatened with beirg manacled and their pro 

gold b seule. The Mitra points out the in ustice of this dedadl Why 
should the ryots be made to pay again the land assessment which was recovered 
by a Kérbhari of the Gdéikwdd's Government and was not paid by him into the 
Géikwdd’s treasury ? asksthe Mitra. The attention of the authorities at Nausari 
and Baroda is requested to this matter, and they are asked to remit the unjust 
exactions to those from whom they have been received. ae 


’ Cholera. 


The Bombay Samdchér (44) of the 30th April states that a private letter of 
the Ist instant.from Coorla says that cholera is raging hard for the last five 
days in that part of the Tanna Zillah, and more than fifteen deaths occur daily in 
the whole of Salsette from this epidemic. This has spread great consternation 
among the operatives of the old and the new Coorla mills, which have been 
closed by their owners for the last three days. The reason assigned for this 
sudden and powerful outbreak is the collection at Coorla of the sweepings and 
filth of Bieber for some time past. The attention of the authorities concerned 
is requested to this matter. 


Municipalities. 


The Rdst Goftér (47) of the 29th April observes, with regard to the state- 


ment made by Dr. Birdwood, in his speech before the Society of Arts of London 


about the Native-Press of India, that persons educated in the Universities of 
India edit the Native papers, observes that it is not correct in fact. The uni- 
versity graduates, as a general rule, have hitherto remained aloof from any 
connection with these public organs. Out of the two dozen vernacular papers 
of Bombay itself, scarcely two papers will be found whose editors are the gra- 
duates of the university. The Jndu Prakash (1) only has been from its birth 
getting for its editors university graduates, and the Native Opinion (2) gets aid 

m time to time from such persons. But whatever their abilities, the editors of 
the remaining papers are not blessed with high education. Such being the case 
with the papers of the presidency town, there is not the least chance of the 
mofussil papers haying university graduates for their editors. In the late im- 
perial gathering at Delhi a large portion of the editors of the more. prominent 
papers invited, did not know even the English alphabet, and among them some 
were editors of the papers printed at Calcutta itself. The Rdst Goftar hopes 


that the Native Press will pass into better hands than those which conduct it at 
present. . | | 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, | 
. Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, | 
Poona, 8th May 1877. 
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The Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 7th May, in an editorial, headed “ A Sugges- 
tion to the English Government in Connection with the War which has just 
broken out between Russia and Turkey,” observes that it is very difficult to 
_ foresee the consequences of this great struggle between two great and obstinate 


powers. Russia is believed to be a most powerful nation ; and as she has put — 


forth the ostensibly disinterested object of relieving thé Christian populations 
of some Turkish States from thedong oppression and tyranny of the hated Turks, 
the other Christian powers of Europe have determined to observe neutrality in 
this struggle, and have left the combatants to settle their pees in the best 
way they can. Turkey, on the other hand, is nota State altogether insignhifi- 
cant. ‘The Turks are naturally a very brave people, and not very inferior to 
the Russians am the arts of civilization. Financial difficulties are equally 
embarrassing to both. The only drawback on the side of Turkey is, that ashe 
has no hope of getting any material help from her co-religionists. ‘Therd is a 
vast number of people professing Mahomedanism in the world, and there are a 
few Mahomedan kingdoms; but they are disorganized, and possess neither much 
vitality nor the energy of their old fierce ancestors. The case with Russia is 

uite otherwise in this respect. The most predominant races and kingdoms of 


the present day are Christian}; and, therefore, there is a great ey of a isi 
t 


obtaining help from her co-religionists if she sorely needed it. Turkey 

great hopes of obtaining important assistance at this crisis from England. 
these hopes have loved delusive. The writer then alludes to the old notion, 
that Russia has secret designs on the Indian possessions of England, and the 
event war is represented as a step towards the realization of those designs. 


ngland is warned of the machinations of crafty Russia, and to do what is wise 
on this serious occasion. 


A correspondent of the same, who signs himself as ‘“‘an inhabitant of 
Kalddgi,” referring to the recent transference of Mr. Hogg, from the Collector- 
ship of Kalddgi to a lower place, and also alluding to the popular rumour that 
Mr. Hogg’s degradation was the result of his having strongly remonstrated with 
Government on the subject of the present harsher famine policy, and of his not 
going to Bij4pur when Sir Richard Temple visited that ancient city recently, 
observes that if the above rumour be true, the conduct of the Bombay Govern- 
ment must be denounced as thoughtless. In remonstrating with Government, 
Mr. Hogg has simply discharged his duty, and deserves no punishment for 
having done what he beliaved to be right. Neither does he deserve any blame 
for not going to Bijépur when Sir Richard visited that place, as Sir Richard’s 


wa was so sudden that Mr. Hogg could not have known of it in time to go to 
that city, 


The Dnayén Prakdsh (8) of the 7th aa devotes a pretty long leader to 
the review of the career of His Excellency Sir Philip Wodehouse as Governor 
of Bombay. The writer rapidly passes in review the different administrative 


and legislative measures of Sir Philip, as the head of the Bombay Government 


and as the President of the local Legislative Council, and gives his decision 
against His Excellency, Several of the measures of his Government have done 

sitive injury to the interests of the people, such as the Port Trust Act, the New 

alt Act, &c. In some measures, such as his resolutions to lessen the rates of the 
new revised revenue assessment, and the management of the present famine, he 
tried to do good to the people committed to his care; but did not succeed in 
accomplishing much in these great matters. His dealing with the memorable 
Mahomedan riot of Bombay of 1874 was anything but satisfactory, and betrayed 
Pre of administrative tact and sagacity. The same want also was shewn by 


in connection with the now famous Baroda question. And this want'on | 
the part of the Bombay Government, induced the Government of India to take — 
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the superintendence of that great Native State from its control, and to place it 
under its own direct supervision. {[t was also under His Excellency’s rei 
that Bombay lost the province of Sind, which has gone under the control of the 
Punjab Government. The present famine was managed by His Excellency’s 
‘Government with considerable success at the commencement; and it a 
that His Excellency intended to achieve a good namie and conclude his ad- 
ministration with a great humane act, by saving the millions from death and 
starvation. But, unfortunately for him, or for the poor ryots of the afflicted 
districts, the: Government of India interfered; and though His Excellency 
remonstrated with some vigour at the beginning, he soon yielded to the harsher 
_ policy recommended by the Supreme Government, and the ryots of the famine- 
stricken districts have been reduced toa most dire distress. Sir Philip is 
represented by some as possessing some very excellent qualities as a gentleman. 
Let this be as it may, it cannot be said that this seesblerie has received any 
benefit worth mentioning from him as its Governor during the years of his rule. 
(The Khandesh Waibhaw (17) of the 4th May, but received on the 7th, also has 
a leader on the same subject, expressing very similar views). 


The Aryé Warta (35) of the 5th May, but received on the 8th, in a long 
article, briefly reviews the past career of our new Governor, Sir Richard 
i and praises him very highly for his great abilities, rare energy, 
indefatigable industry, and brilliant literary powers. His Excellency has seen 
almost - a branch of the service, and has served in many parts of this large 
empire. is experience is exceedingly large, and his kaowledge of this 
country and its people very intimate. He is, perhaps, unrivalled in the Indian 
Civil Service. The writer expects a great deal of good to this presidency from 
the rule of such a hard-working, energetic, and able Governor. 


The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 6th May opens with a leader, headed, ‘‘ An 
Instance of the Sleight-of-hand of Europeans,” in which it relates the case of a 
Native tailor, who died from the effects of a beating from a Mr. Stolkie at 
ree and makes comments anent the case. After giving a brief account 
of the case, the Mitra observes that deaths of Natives at the hands of Europeans 
have become very common. They are to be heard of at least ‘one every month. 
Before the case of Mr. Fuller of Agra, the Judges were partial to Europeans 
accused of causing the deaths of Natives. Since that case, in which the Judge 
was censured for his partiality, and which made a great noise all around, the | 
Judges have discontinued shewing partiality. Now the doctors have become. 
the Judges.of such cases. If a Native is killed knowingly or unknowingly by a 
European, the doctor is found to state either that the accused committed the 
act in a moment of temporary insanity, or that the spleen of the deceased was 
diseased or enlarged; and by these means the accused European is afforded 
| ee sg from deserved punishment. (The Bombay Samdchdr (44) of the 10th 

May also notices the case of the tailor who has died from the effects of the beat- 
ing given him by Mr. Stolkie of Darjeeling, and observes that though two 
Governors General of India and the Secretary of State have made attempts to 
prevent the occurrence of cases like that of Mr. Fuller of Agra, yet it is to be 
regretted that they still cccur as frequently as before; and it is still more to 
be regretted that the Government Officers let off the culprits with slight punish- 
ments. Mr. Stolkie also has been let off with the punishment of fine only. 
_ Suclf cases deserve to be loudly complained against. But since the Govern- 

ment or, in other words, the Viceroy and the Secretary of State for India have 
undertaken to prevent their recurrence, the public should patiently wait for 
the result of their exertions, and hope for a good future in this matter). 


The Hitechchhu (43) of Ahmedabod of the 3rd May, but received on the 

» complains that a few days;ago it made & complaint about the mismange- 

bees 25 orgy department, giving instances of it at the same time. But it 
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does not seem that any steps have been taken to prevent similar occurrences in 
future. This neglect of the complaint may have proceeded either from the 
Reporter op the Native Press having failed in his duty to notice and place it 
alee Government, or from Government, in its turn, not having paid any 
attention to it after the Reporter’s notice of it, or the shameless subordinates of 
the Postal department may have been careless in the matter. Whatver may be 
the actual case, it is true that occurrences of the kind complained of here have 
not ceased. After these prefatory remarks, the Hitechchhu publishes a copy of 
a letter, dated the 7th April 1877, from Mr. Leherdbhdi Jiwand4s, master of the 
Government school at Kille Barwéla, in taluka Dhanduka, to the Deputy Post- 
master of that place. The letter states that a copy of the Hitechchhu newspaper, 
addressed to the writer of the letter, was posted at Ahmedabad on the 30th 
March last. It came to Dhanduka on the Ist April, and ought to have reached 
the addressee the same day. But instead of coming to him, the newspaper 
went the same day to Bhaunagar, and reached Amreli on the 2nd April. At 
the last-mentioned place it remained from 2nd April to 15th April, and then 
was sent to Bhaunagar or the 16th idem. The writer of the letter makes the 
above statement about dates from postal marks on the paper, and asks how the 
paper had lain so long at Amreli, and also complains that, from its appearance, 
it. seems to have been opened, read, and re-closed in transit. This instance, 
observes the Hitechchhu, shews that the subordinates of the Postal department 
open newspapers before delivering them to the addressees, and often detain 
them for some days. The attention of the Postmaster General is requested to 
this matter. 


The same of the 10th May has heard that, in the matter of the offence com- 
mitted by the Shirestadér to the Honorary Magistrate of Ahmedabad, of mis- 
appropriating a certain sum of Government money, which, however, has been 
since recovered from the offender, people are saying that the offender is not to 
be criminally prosecuted and punished for the offence, because he belongs to a 
high family. The Hitechchhu says that the offender committed similar offences, 
but they were passed over, it, is said, on account of the recommendations to 
mercy which he obtained. In the present case, since hundreds of rupees were 
misappropriated, though subsequently recovered, certain books have been tam- 

with and certain others have disappeared. It behoves Mr. Borrodaile, the 
Collector of Ahmedabad, to have the accused at once tried in a Criminal Court, 
without any regard to the family he belongs to, and to have him punished if he 
is proved guilty, or to absolve him from all accusations if he 1s declared in- 


~ nocent. 


The Jdéme Jamsed (45) of the 10th May supports the petition, made by the 
Bombay Association to His Excellency the Viceroy in Council, praying that an 
Act be passed in regard to. Arbitration Courts by the Viceregal Council, and 
that the stamp duty levied for’registering the decisions of these Courts, which 
is rather heavy, should be lessened. The Jéme Jamsed states, that the Lawdd 
or Arbitration Courts have been established in several parts of the Bombay 

idency, and new ones are being opened in other parts of it. After making 
a short allusion to the advantages possessed by these institutions over the 
legally constituted Civil Courts of the country, the Jdme Jamsed prays Govern- 
ment to lend its hearty support to the prosperity and the multiplication of these 
popular tribunals. It then states that, at present the same fee is levied on a 
petition to file an award of an arbitration in the Court of a Subordinate Judge, 
as is levied when filing a suit in the same Court. Regulation 7 of 1827 of the 
Elphinstonian Code made facilities for decisions by Panchéyats or arbitration in 
the Bombay Presidency. Act 8 of 1859 repealed this Regulation, and provided 
for arbitration either with or without the intervention of the Civil Courts. As. 
regards arbitration independent of the Court, Section 327 provided that, an 
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application to file an award should be written on a stamped paper similar to 
that required for a petition to the Court by any law for the time being in force. 
By this law, an award has to be filed in the Court of a Subordinate Judge, a 
petition to which Court is required to be on a stamped paper of the value of 
eight annas. .But part second of Schedule 3rd of the Court Fees Act, passed in 
1870, repealed the part of Section 327 of Act 8 of 1849 as regarding stamps, 
without providing what fee is to be levied on a petition to file an award given 
by arbitrators chosen without the intervention of a Civil Court. Hence, some 
Subordinate Judges levy-for filing an award of arbitration the same stamp duty 
as is levied when filing a suit in their Courts according to the amount of the 
claim. This has impeded the work of the Lawdd or Arbitration Courts; and it 
is feared that the attempt made for the establishment of these Courts will fail. 
Section 525 of the new Civil Procedure Code of 1877 does not also revive the 
portion of Section 327 of Act 8 of 1859 as regards the stamp duty. The Bom- | 
bay Association, therefore, prays that the Imperial Legislature should enact a — 
new law directing that, on a petition to file an award by arbitrators, the same 
stamp should be levied as is levied on ordinary petitions made to the Courts, 
The Jdme Jamsed hopes the Imperial Council will bestow due attention and con- 
sideration on this prayer. 


The Rdst Goftdr (47) of the 6th May, in noticing the resolution recently 
issued by the Government of India, highly praising Sir Richard Temple for his 
successfully discharging the duties of Special Famine Commissioner, observes 
that every word of the praise bestowed upon Sir Richard is well earned by him. 
He has worked hard in the famine districts, undergoing great personal labour 
and inconvenience before our very eyes. He has been moving from Madras to 
Bombay and vice versa, travelling fast long distances, inspecting closely 
numbers of famine-labourers, consulting with the officers in charge of the 
famine-works, and preparing telegrams and long reports for the information of 
the Supreme Government. This is no small labour when it is remembered 
that Sir Richard used to examine closely thousands of labourers on several 
works ina day, and he used to travel at night, and write his minutes and 
reports in the time which he could find while thus travelling about. Can any 
Native of India do such work ? asks the Rds/ Goftér. The Natives lay claim to 
admission to the Civil Service; but can they show one Native gentleman equal 
_ to the hardworking Sir Richard? Really, a long time must elapse before the 
Natives will be equal to Englishmen in this matter. 


The Yajdén Parast (49) of the 6th May says that news is slowly spreading 
abroad that another Mahomedan riot against the Pdérsis of Bombay is to take 
place. It is notorious that Mr. ‘Rastamji Jalbhoy, in his book, entitled 
“Renowned Nations and their Prophets,” made some remarks regarding the. 
a a Mahomed, which the Mahomedans of Bombay constructed as an insult 
to their religion and created the recent disturbance against the Parsis. A 
Mahomedan gentleman has returned from a pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina, 
and is publishing, every Saturday, an account of the pilgrimage, in the two 
English dailies of Bombay.: A Parsi is translating and publishing this account, 
and a correspondent of the Times of India says, that the way in which the 
translation work is being done, will give offence to the Mahomedans, and warns 
the Pérsis to take a hint from the riot of 1874. The Parast, hereupon, observes 
that thoughtful and respectable Parsi gentlemen disapprove of an insult | 
ov to the religions of their neighbours by any of their community, and woul y 

ke to see any Parsi punished by law who would like to follow in the footsteps 
of Mr. Jélbhoy and give offence to their Mahomedan neighbours. ‘The Parast 
‘asks all sensible and discreet Mahomedan gentlemen to adopt due measures 
against any disturbance which the indiscreet members of their community might 
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The Famine in the Deccan. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 7th May, in a communicated article, headed 
«An Account of the Relief Committee of Kaladgi,” very highly praises Mr. Kal- 
lydén Sh itérém Chitre, the Secretary of the above Committee, for his indefatig- 
able exertions in this humane and meritorious work. The Committee gives 
_ cooked food to above 400 helpless paupers of all sexes and ages. It also gives 
milk to poor infants. Mr. Chitre works hard day and night in this good work. 
Mr. Gray, the Revenue Commissioner, also takes a very lively interest in the 
proper working of this charitable institution. He visits it daily. He has 
subscribed one hundred rupees to its fund. If Mr. Gray will kindly visit the 
other parts of this unhappy district, and will take as lively an interest in. 
rotecting the lives of the hundreds who are suffering from starvation as he 
a evinced here (Kalddgi), he will lay the district under an everlasting 
obligation. | 


The Shubha Suchak (14) of the 4th May, but received on the 6th, in an 
editorial, headed ‘‘ Government and the Famine-stricken Ryots,” observes that 
it does not know what has made Government’ change its first humane and 
liberal course and distrust the honesty of the poor ryots afflicted with a dire 
famine. Perhaps its officers, in order to show their smartness, are ready to 
ruin the ryots; but the paternal Government should not listen to their cruel 
suggestions. When one sees the heart-rending distress the ryots are experiencing 
in the afflicted districts, and the extreme ngor which dies Shovina officials are 
exercising in extorting the assessment of this year from them, one cannot 
help thinking that Government prefers money before the lives and health of 
its ryots. This course, the writer is forced to observe, brings a stain on the 
old fair fame of the British Government. After these preliminary remarks, 
the Suchak refers to the extreme distress prevailing in the Malsiras Taluka, 
and observes that this taluka has been suffering from a failure of crops for the 
last three years successively. Last year Government was pleased to grant a 
remission of half the assessment to this taluka, in consideration of the 
failure of the crops. This year the taluka has suffered so severely from the 
utter failure of the rains, that several whole villages have become tenantless ; 
and, fotwithstanding this dire distress, the most rigorous efforts are being made 
to realize the assessment in this unhappy taluka. At first an order was given 
to suspend the realization of the Government dues in the taluka; but recently 
another order has been issued, which has cancelled the first order, and directs 
the village officers to exact the payment of the assessment from the unfor- 
tunate ryots. The writer then quotes both these orders in extenso, and observes 
that these orders show that Government does not think that the extreme priva- 
_ tions and miseries the ryots of this taluka are suffering are enough, and it 

Must add to their distress by the above proceedings. This is really very 
humane and kind in Government, sarcastically observes the Suchak. Govern- 
ment seems determined to destroy the poor ryots completely. 


The Kalpataru (16), of the 6th May, makes a severe attack on Government 
for rigorously extorting. the land assessment of this year from the famine- 
‘stricken districts. Government has not only not incurred half the expenditure 
it was believed it would make to relieve its peasantry afflicted by the famine, 
but, in order to indemnify itself as far as it can, it is trying to extort rigorousl 
from the unfortunate ryots the assessment of this year. The writer is unable 
to say how this conduct:of Government can be justified. By its multifarious 
taxes Government has already reduced its peasantry to utter poverty. It has 

come so indigent that one year’s failure of crops makes it so helpless as to. 
bring it to the verge of starvation in the course of a few short weeks. Govern- 
ment is not unaware of this wretched condition of its ryots; yet it rigorously 
persists in demanding its assessment from them of their lands which have 
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literally produced nothing this year. It is really very deplorable, and not more 
deplorable than astounding, that the enlightened and wise English administra- 
tors do not see the cruelty and inadvisability of this proceeding. When a 
person is engrossed with greediness he forgets justice, becomes careless of re- 
putation, abandons mercy as a weakness, braves shame. His heart, though 
naturally tender, grows as hard as a stone under the influence of this pernicious 
vice. In short, greediness is a very demoralizing and ruinous vice. The 
writer in the Kalpataru accuses Government of this vice, and warns it of its 
evil influence. The rigor exercised in exacting the land assessment of this year 
from the afflicted districts is the ground on which he supports this grave accusa- 
tion. This proceeding will have only one effect. It will reduce those few 
ryots who have some slender means of supporting themselves, to an utter help- 
lessness, and put them into the great class of paupers. Is it just, is it legal to 
demand assessment from those whose lands have produced literally nothing ? 
The writer asserts that this course is not just, and requests Government to aban- 
don it. He denounces it as Mogl4i, and gives it other hard names. He tells 
Government that it is almighty, and can do anything it pleases. The people 
are utterly helpless, and must submit to anything it does. Government is 
pleased to,order remissions to those who have abandoned their homes and 
migrated in search of food, or to those who have utterly nothing to be extorted 
from them. How generous! ironically exclaims the writer. If a creditor 
remits his debts to a debtor who is dead or who has absconded, and boasts of 
his great magnanimity, he simply makes himself ridiculous. The conduct of 
Government is very similar to the above conduct. In conclusion, Government 
is earnestly requested to cease to persecute its poor ryots, and not to incur the 
obloquy of pursuing such a hard-hearted course. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (20) of Kalédgi, of the 6th May, writing 
from Muddebihdl, and another writing from Hungund, very highly and enthusi- 
astically praise Raw Baéhddur Shankar Pdéndurang Pandit, the Extra Deputy 
Collector of Kalddgi, for his great exertions in relieving the helpless poor of 
these two places. He is discharging these duties with humanity and proper 
discrimination, and earning the gratitude of numerous poor sufferers. 


Another correspondent of the same, writing from Bijdjur, ;bestows an 
equally hearty praise on Raw Sdéheb Hanumantraw Rémschanden, the relief 
Mémlatdér of Bijdpur, for his exertions of the same nature, for the relief of the 
helpless poor of that place. ) 


The Karndtak Wartika (83), of the 6th May, after giving the substance of a 
Resolution, alleged to have been passed by the Bombay Government on the 30th 
April, instructing the local officers to open central and branch relief-houses in 
the famine-stricken districts for the maintenance of the pauper ryots suffering 
from starvation, very heartily thanks Government, in behalf of the ryots of the 
distressed districts, for this very humane and meritorious order. By virtue of 
the above Resolution, a relief house has been very recently opened at Belgaum. 
But this establishment is not as satisfactorily managed as the local poor-house. 
The writer is aware that the former institution is a new one, and some time 
must pass before its managers get the necessary experience and bring it into 
proper working order. Put the managers must exert themselves and remove 
the + sei a complaints regarding the present great mismanagement. It is 
said that the poor people who resort to the relief-house to receive food, often, 


get beating and ill-treatment. Ifthe complaint be true, it is very disgraceful, 
and cannot be remedied too soon. Ifthe managers do not know their work 
properly, there will, no doubt, be. much crowding, bustle, &c., at the distribu- 
tion of food. But this is more the fault of the managers than of the recipients 
of the relief. If the present managers have no ekill in working the institution 
satisfactorily, let them at once resign the managership, and make room for skil- 
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ful men. ‘The writer also complains of the very great dirtiness in the town 
caused by the numerous pauper emigrants, and asks the local municipality to be 
more energetic, and to do its work more sharply and preserve the-sanitation of 
the town. 


Municipalities. 


The Méhdrastra Mitra (5) of the 3rd May, but received on the 8th, refer- 
ring to the statement of its annual income and expenditure, which the Munici- 
pality of Tasgaon forwarded to it, and which it has published in another part 
of its issue, very highly praises Mr. Bhiwrd4w Wyankatesh Datdr, the Chairman 
of the above-named Municipality, for publishing this statement, and recom- 
mends the corporations of other places to follow this example of Mr. Datar. 
The statement shows that the Municipality of Tdsgaon is working very satis- 
factorily under Mr. Daétdér> It very wisely and economically used the labour of 
the relief-seekers in these days of famine, in increasing the water-supply of the 
town, and in improving its roads. Thus, the expenditure of the Municipal 
money proved beneficial both to the famine-stricken and to the rate-payers. 
The claims of popular education were also duly recognized. The admunistra- 
tion of Mr. Datdér, the Mitra is happy to remark, has proved as satisfactory to 
big Government officers as the District Magistrate and his Assistant in charge 
of the taluka, as it is clearly popular. The Mitra hopes that the Municipalities 


of other towns will immitate the good example set by Mr. Datar. 


The Bombay Samdachdr (44) and the Akhbdre Sowddgar (46) of the 7th May, 
in alluding to the appearance of cholera in Bombay and at Coorla, request the 
Health Department to take immediate measures for preventing the spread of 
this epidemic, before it gathers strength and commits more havoc. 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchar (44) of the 10th May, writing 
from Surat, states that the people of that city complain of the heaviness of the 
toll levied on the Hope Bridge on loaded carts. A toll of four annas is levied 
on every loaded cart which passes over this bridge, without regard to the 
articles contained in the cart. A toll of four annas.on every cart loaded with 
grain or cotton can be well borne. But the same cannot be said of a cart 
loaded with either firewood, or cowdung-cakes, or other similar articles of small 
value which are of general consumption. Moreover, the contractor of the tolls 
levies one or two annas (more) according to the kind of article (loaded in the 
cart). The people of Surat, therefore, wish that a toll of two annas should be 
levied on this bridge as is done at Ahmedabad. The attention of the Munici- 
pality is requested to this matter, | 


The Rdst Goftér (47) ‘of the 6th May, states that of late mortality in 


- Bombay has fearfully increased. Cholera has made its appearance, and is doing 


havoc. It is not this epidemic alone that has added to the death-rate. The 


rate has considerably increased during several months past. It has attained 


now the height of 68 persons in every one thousand. This rate, compared to 


the average rate of 30 to 35 per thousand, is realy fearful when the summer 
O 


has just commenced. The Health Department of Bombay does not work satis- 
factorily, and the increased rate of mortality may be attributed to this unsatis- 
factory working. Dr. Blaney, one of the Town Councillors, asked for.a detailed 
account of this mortality. T'wo weeks have passed since he made this requisi- 
tion, but the Health Department has not been yet able to supply this informa- 
tion, This fact is one of the proofs of the unsatisfactory state of the Health 
Department, which has been spoiled by the higher officers bestowing unmerited 
praise upon it. The public of Bombay gratefully remembers the hard and 
unsparing labours of Dr. Hewlett as the Health Officer of Bombay. 


The Yajdén Parast (49) of the 6th May asks what steps has the Health, De- 
partment of Bombay adopted against the prevalence of c 


cholera in the town? 


— 


Fal > 
= 
+ 
OS A / ~ ; 
ere nae 
“ hae ~ 
en rane Peo (P26, BS a, nae - 
2 ake Dae ae Mea” 8 Peay >. 5 > Pe | ae 
> ee . Mays er pete oh Se See 


10 


The death-rate from this epidemic alone is 81 per week, and the mortality of 
the island has increased to about 900 per week. While the mortality is so 
very fearful, several kinds of nuisances are allowed to lie in the quarters of the 


island resided in by the poorer classes, which fall victims to this dirty condition | 


of their localities. The Parast exhorts the Town Councillors to give their atten- 


tion to this state of things, and to compel the Health Department to keep those 
quarters free from all kinds of nuisances. | 


Native States. 


A correspondent of the Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 6th May, writing from 
Bhaunagar, under date the 2nd instant, states that Major Watson has, as a 
Justice of the Peace, inquired into and decided the case in which some Natives 
charged a European merchant of Bhaunagar with having made an assault on 
them. The decision in this case has been to the following effect :—Though four 
or five witnesses clearly stated that the European beat the Natives; the Justice 
of the Peace held this evidence as not sufficiently trustworthy, and, holding 
that the European abused the Natives, has fined the accused in the sum of 
twenty rupees. As regards the counter-charge brought by the European 
against the Natives, that they had beaten him, though there were no witnesses 
as to the European being beaten, the accused Natives has been sentenced to 


imprisonment. This case may be held to be a good representation of the justice 
dealt in cases between Europeans and the Natives. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (43) of Ahmedabad, of the 3rd May, 


but received on the 6th, — several complaints against the Jundgarh 
Administration. He says that, “the people believe that the complainants 
and defendants have to fill their pockets before going to the First and the 
Second Class Magistrates.” ‘T’he former officer is a relation of the Head of 
the Judicial Department, and, hence, who would hear a complaint against 
him? The Second Class Magistrate, who is a Nagar, does not know even 
the meaning of the word justice. The correspondent then complains that since 
the return of the Nawdb from his tour in Upper India, new taxes have been 
imposed, and the rates of some of the old ones have been increased. Hitherto 
the Nawdb levied no duties of any kind on the articles growing on hills; but 
now he has taxed every article of hill produce, and the contract of these duties 
is given to the brother of Jamdddér Bawdin for a trifling amount. The corres- 
pondent prays the Naw4b to discontinue levying these duties, in the interests 
of the poor people of the State who earn their livelihood by gathering the 
hill produce. Hitherto a duty of four and a half per cent. was levied on the 


‘Invoice price of cctton goods imported from Bombay and other places; this 


duty has been now increased to nine percent. The duty on Chini Khénun 
(China ware?) which was hitherto levied at eight per cent., has been now increas- 
ed to twelve and a half per cent. Alterations have been made in the duties levied 
on jaw4r, bajri, and other kinds of corn. The right of sale of tobacco, bhadng, 
génj4, khakra leaves, &c., is given away in contract.- A heavy duty is imposed 
on salt. On every piece of cultivated land a tax of one rupee is imposed as a 


salt duty, and the people are left to purchase salt from any place they like. 


A correspondent of the same, of the 10th May, states that at Nawdnagar a 
class of people ealled Bhoi is forcibly made to do the carrying work without 
any remuneration, Whenever some thing or things belonging to the Darbédr 
have to be carried from one place to another, the Bhois passing through the 
streets are caught and made to do the work, without their getting, it is helieved, 


any remuneration for their labour. The writer requests the attention of the 


Diwén of Nawdnagar to this improper practice. 
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Miscellaneous. 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 4th May, but received on the 6th, in an article, 
headed “ The Duty which the Musalmans of India owe to Turkey,” after 
referring to the war which has broken out between Turkey and Russia, observes 
that Turkey being a Mahomedan power has no sympathy in Christian Europe ; 
nay, the sympathies of the great powers of Europe are against Turkey, and in 
favour of Russia. Again, Russia isa very powerful State, and it is extremely 
difficult, if not impossible, for Turkey to contend single-handed with Russia 
with any reasonable hope of success. If Turkey falls, it would bea fall not of 
the Turks only, but of Mahomedanism. It is, therefore, the duty of all the 
Mahomedans of India to send as liberal a pecuniary help to Turkey as they can. 
This they should do as a duty they owe to their yeligion. The writer very 
highly praises the Turks for the indomitable courage and pluck they have shown 
on this occasion, and for the firm determination they have declared to prefer 
death before dishonour. He also observes that the English Government does 
not wish the fall of Turkey, and thereby seems to imply that the Musal- 


mans, by sending pecuniary help to Turkey, will not displease that Govern- 
ment, 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 15th May 1877. 
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The Public Adminstration. 


The Bodha Sudhakar (6) of the 9th May, but received on the 13th, in a long 
leader blames the Superintendent of Police of the Satara District, for conferring 
the chief Ue te ek of the Mén Taluka on a Mahomedan outsider, un- 
acquainted with the taluka and rote, Baye experience of. the work he was ap- 
pointed to perform, and for superseding thereby the claims of the older and 
more experienced subordinates to-promotion. When this nomination was made, 
the newspapers objected to it, but the superior authorities treated their criticism 
with indifference. The Police Superintendent of the Satara District, perhaps, 
thinks that there are no men among his subordinates competent enough to 
deserve promotion. He also entertains a prejudice against Brahmans, and does 
not like to promote them. The writer in the Sudhakar implies that these views 
of the Police Superintendent are unreasonable, and to act on them is not con- 
ducive to the efficiency of the service. In filling up appointments competence 
-is the very first consideration ; and, therefore, ought to be attended to before 
every other qualification. The Sudhdkar implies that the present Mahomedan 
Chief Constable of the Man Taluka is not competent ; for it now appears that he 
was once convicted of a criminal offence, has undergone imprisonment, and was 
also fined Rs. 300. The writer cannot say how it was that this man, not- 
withstanding the above facts noted in the register of his service, could obtain 
a good certificate from the Police Commissioner of Bombay. He further states 
that the Police of the Satara District has deteriorated under the supervision of 
the present Police Superintendent, and the deterioration is to be attributed, in 
the opinion of the writer, to the fact that appointments are not given to properly 
qualified persons. Persons who had se under Mr. Harpur and gave him 
satisfaction, have been declared incompetent by his successor in a short time. 


The Sudhékar wonders at this fact, and draws the attention of the superior 
authorities to it. 


The Arunodaya (9) of the, 13th May opens with a leader on an old and often- 
discussed subject, namely, the advisability and wisdom of frequent trans- 
ferences of big officials, both Native and European, from one place to another. 
The occasion which has led the Arunodaya to recur to this i trite subject, 
was a letter it had received from a correspondent from Wai, in the Satara Dis- 
trict. The correspondent states that the Mamleddér and Munsif of that place 
have been serving there for a number of years, and should be now transferred 
to some other place; and adduces the usual reasons m ee of his recom- 
mendation, namely, that when an officer serves at one and the same place for 
several years, he necessarily contracts friendships or enmities with the people 
_thereof ; and these feelings exercise unconsciously an influence on his mind, 
_ and render him incapable of dispensing due justice to the parties coming before 
him. The correspondent disclaims having any particular grounds for wishing 
the transference of the above-named officers, he rests his suggestion on the 
general considerations mentioned above. The Arunodaya supports the suggestion 
of its correspondent, and prays Government to make some definite rules in the 
matter, and see them strictly enforced. It also refers to the unusnally long 
stay of Mr. Mactier at Satara as the District Judge of that place, and expresses 
itself against it, | : 

The same, in another article, headed ‘‘ Why should the Municipalities be 
burdened with the Expenses of the Police”? refers to a recent resolution of 
Government, ordering the Tanna Municipality to pay annually Rs. 2,100 
‘towards the expenses of the Police of that town, and tries to show that this 
arrangement will cripple the Tanna Municipality to an injurious extent. The 
rece + Any been in ee for i the te years. ~~ vise was 
: or. 000 rupees a. year ; Dut,, owing to 1 en condition of gener al 
trade of the enuiey, the teh of this ‘municipality has also fallen to about | 
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14,000 rupees. The municipal taxes of Tanna are by no means very light. 


Some of them are believed to be severely heavy, not only by the oy le of 
s 


Tanna, but even by some of the former Collectors of the district. or the 
municipal expenditure, the town is notoriously defective in several common and 
necessary municipal comforts. With a few exceptions, its roads are very bad. 


- They are not watered from want of funds. The town is equally unfortunate in 


the matter of lights. The drainage is also very defective. The town is notori- 
ous for a crying deficiency of a good water-supply. The municipality is very 
anxious to remove the last mentioned want; but is too poor to effect this im- 


provement unassisted. Government cannot be induced to give a grant or even 


a loan, to bring about this good work so very necessary for the comfort and even 
health of the people. In the matter of water even the convicts in the Tanna 
Jail are more fortunate than the inhabitants of Tanna. Is it just under these 
circumstances, asks the Arunodaya, to burden the poor people of Tanna with an 
additional burden of 2,100 rupeés for the maintenance of the Police? Govern- 


ment has, no doubt, power given to it by the law to saddle this burden upon us; 


but the question is, should it put forth this power and add to the difficulties of 
such a poor people as those of Tanna ? | 


The Kalpataru (16) of the 13th May has a long article, headed “ An Oppres- 
sion in destroying Religion under a Religion-protecting Government.” A uni- 
versal outcry is raised here at Sholdpur at present, that ‘‘ the religion has been 
destroyed, the religion has been destroyed!” and while Her Imperial Majesty’s 


Government professes to give equal protection to all religions, thes people of 


Shol4pur y arg complain of their.religion being tyrannically interfered with. 
under the just British rule. The Municipality of Sholdépur, with a deal of expen- 
diture and with much trouble, has provided the town with a good supply of 
water, and has made arrangements that all the inhabitants of that town may 
enjoy the blessing, without any interference with their respective castes and 
religious prejudices. But now all this expenditure and trouble seem to have 
turned out useless to the majority of the pgople of Shol4pur. Some fanatical 
Christians have polluted the water-cisterns near the tank by drawing water 7 
them. A great outcry was raised in the town in consequence. of this proceed- 
ing of the Christians. The Collector also has supported this act of his co- 
réligionists. The Brdhmans of the place assembled in a public meeting, and 
decided that the cisterns were polluted and that the water thereof was unfit to 
be used. A special meeting of the Municipal Commissioners was held on 
Monday last, for the consideration of this question. The Collector, District 
Magistrate and ex-officio President commenced the proceedings of the meeting 
by observing, that every one has a right to take water from the public cisterns, 
and he could not deprive any one of that right. On this Mr. Narsinha Jandr- 


dan Sohoni remarked that, as the space in which the cisterns in question are — 


situated is not spacious, water cannot be drawn from them by al] persons con- 
sistently with their caste rules; and it was not just to cause inconvenience to 
about 50,000 or 60,000 Hindus for the benefit of five or ten Christians. He 
also remarked that the Hindus do not Wish to cause any inconvenience to the 
Christians in the matter. They are willing to subscribe money among them- 


Selves and to construct at their expense a separate cistern in the compound of 


the Native Christian church for the use of the Christians. Thus, eve 


would have the convenience of water, and no one would have reasonable cause 


to complain. Again, there are two ¥ervants in the service of the municipa- 
lity, who might be exclusively employed in staying at the public cisterns 
and in giving water to the Christians, without the latter touching the cisterns 
themselves. This is no new charge on the pepersone ag Two men have 
been employed by the Corporation for a long time ‘for this work, as would appear 
on a reference to the committee’srecord. The President, however, would not listen 
to any of these reasonable compromises. Then a conversation ensued between, 
the President and Mr. Ganesh Babaji Mathe, which grew so hot that the spectators 
2NnP 19—5 | 
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became very apprehensive of its result. Both the speakers grew very warm. 
Mr. Mathe observed that, as the Christians rejected all reasonable compromises 
and insisted on doing a thing which was clearly against the caste rules of other 
ple, their conduct is evidently such as no true Christians would approve of. 

r. Méthe also observed that low-caste Hindus by becoming Christians do not 
cease to be low-caste men in the eyes of the other Hindus, and, therefore, the 
latter cannot, according to their caste rules, drink water touched by the former. 
This remark excessively irritated the President, who upbraided Mr. Mathe for 
calling him (the President) low caste; and Mr. Méthe not being daunted, the 
President charged him with being a leader of an unlawful resistance to Govern- 
ment. On this the other members of the Committee grew exceedingly alarmed, 
and, by dint of supplication, succeeded in calming the rage of the President. 
At last it was verbally settled, that reference should be made to Nagar, Poona 
and Satara, as to how the matter is managed there; and on obtaining informa- 
tion from these places, the question should be decided in the way the Committee 
might deem best. The disposal of the question, however, was only verbal, and 
not recorded in writing. The Kalpataru asks whether if this rejection of all 
reasonable compromises and insisting on giving free permission to the Christians 
to take water from public cisterns largely used by the Hindus, are: not tyranny 
in the matter of religion, what else can they be? The writer then deprecating 
“y interference with the religion of the people on the part of Government, 
refers to the present ‘war between Russia and Turkey ; to the deplorable con- 
sequences of the mutiny of 1857; and to the wise and gracious proclamation of 
Her Imperial Majesty, and asks, are the people of Sholdpur only to be excluded 
from the benefit of that great and benevolent document? Does the good Col- 
lector think it just and right to persist in the course he has adopted? Will 
our just and upright- Government connive at this grave matter? Does the 
generous protection which our Government promises to all the religions of its 
subjects, mean protection to the Christian feligion only? The writer asks some 
more similar questions, and concludes the article by praising Mr. Mathe for 
courageously advocating the cause of the people, and by observing that the 


people are most anxiously waiting the final settlement of this very important 
question, 


The Hitechchhu (43) of Ahmedabad of the 17th May has heard that Mr. 
Barrodaile, the District Magistrate of Ahmedabad, intends appointing Mr. 
Réjébhdéi as an Honorary Magistrate in Ahmedabad. It condemns the intended 
appointment as undesirable, as it does not entertain a good opinion of Mr. Raja- 
bhéi. When he was in service Government had passed a resolution not to give 


promotion on account, it is said, of some misconduct committed by him. - 


However, this ‘resolution was set aside, and he received promotion. The con- 
duct of an officer in whose case such a resolution was passed may be conceived. 
When he was pensioned the Hitechchhu expressed its opinion about him, and 
said that by his retirement one of the “ pests ” of the Ahmedabad Zillah had dis- 
appeared. His appointment as an Honorary Magistrate will, therefore, not be 
acceptable to the public. The writer requests- Mr. Barrodaile, the Revenue 
Commissioner, N. D., and the-Government not to appoint Mr. Rajaébhdi as an 
Honorary Magistrate, and recommends for that post Mr. Bépuji Keshaw, or Mr. 
Harsadr4i Mehetdbrdi, or some other worthy person. 


A ee yp or eb of the Jéme Jamsed (45) of the 15th May states that the 
post is not delivered in all parts of Surat at one and the same time. In some 
parts it is delivered at seven in the morning, while in other parts the people 


get it at ten o'clock. The attention of the Postmaster of Surat is requested to 
this matter. 7 


The Rdst Goftér (47) of the 18th May, in a leader, headed “‘ Manchester 
vs. India,” observes that Mr. Burley, a parliamentary member, wants to discuss 
in the House of Commons the question of the abolition of the import duties 
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levied on cotton goods; and according to the news received by the last mail, 
a day has been fixed for the. discussion. It is also said that the ministry i 

favour of having the question discussed. Hence the invaluable paper upon the 
subject addressed by the Honourable Mr. Sor4bji Shépurji Bengali to His Excel- 
lency the Viceroy may: be said to have made its appearance just in the nick of 
time ; and were numerous copies of this paper circulated in England in proper 
time, the strong arguments set forth by Mr. Bengali in it, pointing out the in- 
justice which would be done to India were the import duties abolished, would 
not fail to produce some impression on the minds of parliamentary mem- 
bers. Mr. Sordbji’s arguments are very important, inasmuch as they destroy 


_ the excuse of free trade which the selfish and designing cotton manufacturers of 


England have set up for the abolition of these duties. Mr. Bengdli shows that 
there is no need of the import duties affording protection to the cotton mills of 
India, nor do they afford any such protection. There is no competition at all 
between the cotton manufactories of India and those of England, as the one 
cannot produce the goods manufactured by the other. The Indian mills weave 
coarse cloth which the English mills cannot send to this country; while the 
latter produce the fine cloth which the former cannot manufacture. When there 
were no mills in India more cloth than ten per cent. of the consumption did not 
come from England. Again, the fine cloth imported from England is sold here 
so very cheap that India cannot compete with England in this article. Per- 
haps, Lord Salisbury calculates that the Indian mills might hereafter be enabled 
to manufacture fine cloth, and, therefore, it is good to abolish the import duties, 
and thereby to prevent the Indian mills from having any ee over the 
English mills under such a contingency. Even this supposition Mr, Bengali 
does not allow to stand unreplied to. He says that there is a greater probabi- 
lity of the wines of Cashmere ousting European wines out of the Indian market, 
than there is of India’s completely driving the fine cloth manufactured in Eng- 
land from her markets. The Committee appointed by Government to make a 
report on the question cf these import duties says, that the time when India 
may be able to manufacture fine cloth at a small cost successfully is so very 
distant and so very doubtful, that it need not be taken into the present calcula- 
tion. Thus, at present there is no competition between the cotton mills of 
England and those of this country : the competition is really between the hand- 
looms and the looms worked by machinery of this country. From very early 
times coarse cotton-cloth for the masses has been produced from Indian cotton 
in India itself; and the recent change has been in its manufacture by looms 
worked by machinery instead of by hand-looms. 


The Yajdén Parast (49) of the 13th May and the Bombay Samdchdr (44) of 
the 18th May are rejoiced to find that the Secretary of State has sent a despatch, 
recently published in the Gazette of India, confirming Lord Lytton’s minute in 


_the celebrated case of Mr. Fuller of Agra. The Secretary of State expresses 
his approval of the sentiments of the Viceroy. 


The Famine in the Deccan. 


A correspondent of the Khandesh Waibhaw (17) of the 11th May, but received 
on the 15th, writing from Bhuséwal, censures Government for extorting the 


18 in . 


land assessment of this year from the distressed ryots of the famine-stricken dis- 


tricts. He calls this proceeding of the authorities very hard names. == 


The Hitechchhu (20) of Kalddgi of the 13th May, in an article headed 
‘‘ The Failure of our Agriculture and of the Agricultural Classes,” refers to the | 


notorious utter poverty of these useful, but humble, classes vated this 
by the dire famine ; attributes it to the unbéarably heavy lan 


the exhaustion of the soil ; and prays Government to do the needful to enable 


ais _ 


) and assessment, which — 
- leaves little or nothing to the cultivators from the fruit of their labour, and to | 


these ryots to maintain themselves and their families and to follow their useful 


oNPI9—5 | 


‘ 


“> 


7 


occupation. Government should do this not onl - from humanity, but from a 
consideration of its own interests.- This is an old theme and has been often 
dwelt upon by the Native Papers, and as often noticed in these weekly sum- 
maries. 


> 


The same learns from a correspondent writing from Hungund, that the 
Chief Constable of Muddebihdl has brought forward a criminal case, in which a 


man is charged with having taken his children to a jungle and killed them, be- . 


cause the children importuned him for food. 


The Karndtak Wartika (33) of the 13th May, referring to a recent resolu- 
tion of Government, instructing the local authorities of the famine-stricken dis- 
tricts to open relief-houses in these districts, and to make other arrangements 
to protect the poor ryots from starvation, very highly praises and warmly 
thanks Government for its humanity and generosity. The writer, however, 
regrets to notice one defect in these otherwise very excellent arrangements, 
namely,—the one pound allowance to the famine-labourers, The allowance has 
been proved, beyond any reasonable doubt, to be insufficient to keep the relief- 
labourer, who is required to work hard, in good health. It is much to be regretted 
that our local Government cannot summon up courage to remonstrate with the 
Government of India on this matter, and to obtain sanction for making the 
necessary increase in the allowance. ‘The writer also hopes that the local officers 
will diligently carry out the above orders of Government and give due relief to 
all those who need it. | 


The Rdst Goftdr (42) of the 13th May contains a communicated article, 
headed ‘‘ An Impartial Survey of the Famine Policy of Government ; No. 4, the 
Policy regarding the Land Assessment”, the writer of which observes that, in 
his last communication he has stated that the Government resolution to levy 
the land assessment in the famine-stricken districts has led the middle classes 
and the Indmddrs even more than the poor land tillers to raise a complaint 

inst that resolution ; and it'now remains to ascertain what this resolution is; 
mae it has dissatisfied, and is there any good reason for the people to com- 
plain against it and to be dissatisfied with it? Government ofiicials, continues 
the writer, used to say in their talk that the land assessment would not be 
levied. But the Government itself had issued no orders for its exemption, and 
had, at the same time, warned its officers not to commit themselves by promis- 
ing any exemption from it.- Government also did not give its decision in this 
matter until the famine appeared in its true character; and then it passed the 
resolution that those who were quite unable to pay it should be exempted from 
the land assessment, while it should be levied from those who are able to pay it. 
- Thus, most of those who were too poor to pay it, or in other words those who 
have nothing to maintain themselves except the wages obtained on relief-works, 
‘have been exempted from the land-tax ; and they have no reason to complain. 
It is then the Inémdars, Sowkérs and others, who hold lands in their names and 
get them cultivated by ryots at a nominal cost, reserving the profit to them- 
selves, and whose condition is far better than that of the common ryots in these 
days of famine, who have to pay the land assessment, and they do not like to 
pay it. Itis human nature to attempt to benefit itself whenever it can do so; 
and, accordingly, the Indmdars, Sowkars and others are complaining loudly 
about the levy of the assessment ; and it remains to consider whether it is right 


for Government to levy the assessment from them.. Under the thirty years’ | 
revenue settlement the Government cannot ask more than the fixed assessment, | 


though the ryots may realize large profits from their lands; nor have the ryots 


any right, on any account, to pay less to Government than the fixed amount of 
the tax. Whether the ryots derive large profits from their lands or whether 


: 


‘ they have realized nothing either on account of a famine or other cause, they — 


| 
+) 
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must pay annually the fixed amount of the land assessment. However, it’ must 
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not be forgotten that this contract between the Government and the ryots is 


not a contract between private parties. It is made by Government with the 
ots that they may be encouraged to till the soil and to improve its capabili- 
ties by sinking — in it, and that the ryots may |p rich by their pros- 
perity ; and with these objects in view the rate of lan 
when on account of a failure of the rains or on account of other causes the land 
produces nothing, Government remits the land assessment for that year, under 
the sound policy that the good of Government consists in a good of its ryots. 
But there must be a good cause for the remission of.the tax. In the case of the 
Inémdars, Sowkars and others who have raised a complaint against: the levy of 
the assessment from them, there is no cause for making aremission. They are 
able to pay the tax. They have also thrown on the shoulders of Government 
their duty to feed the poor ryots suffering from the famine, on whose labours 
they have grown rich. It is not right in them to throw on Government the 
burden of feeding the large numbers of the ryots who cultivated lands for them 
and made them rich, and, at the same time, to ask the Government to make 
them a gift of the assessment for the year. One must not forget that Govern- 
ment must require money for the vast machinery of Government as well as for 
feeding the vast number of the famine-stricken ryots. Considering the question 
of the levy of the assessment under every aspect, we come to no other conclu- 
sion than that, the resolution of Government to levy it from those who can pay 
it is just and proper, and that the complaint raised by the people against the 
levy arises from no other cause than blind selfishness or inconsiderateness. 
Some people say that the levy of the assessment from the Sowkdrs, Indmdars 
and others will ultimately fall on the ryots, and it is not just that the ryots 
should be made to bear this burden when Government feeds them. It is true, 
observes the writer, that the assessment levied from some of these Sowkars, 
Inémdars and others will ultimately fall on the ryots; but that is no reason for 
the remission. The ryots are already deep in debt to these Sowkdrs, &c., and 
the assessment for this year will be added to that debt. If that assessment is 
not levied the relation between the Sowkdrs, &c., and the ryots will not be 
more satisfactory on that accoant. The indirect falling of the assessment on 
the ryots will not be very unjust, inasmuch as it is levied by the Government 
for feeding the ryots themselves. On the whole, observes the writer, the reso- 
lution of Government to levy the assessment is quite just. 


Municipalities. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (44) of the 18th May, in noticing the appearance of 
cholera in Bombay, observes that the reason of this epidemic attacking persons 
residing in the Fort is that, on the newly-reclaimed land behind the. Modikhdnd4, 


in charge of the Port Trust Committee, a dirty population resides and keeps that 


locality in a dirty condition. Among these people cholera is ever to be 
found ale and rages three or four times a year. From such a neighbour- 
hood the residents of the Fort, who though living crowdedly yet cleanly, suffer 
at every change of the season. It-behoves the Municipality, therefore, to re- 
quest the Port Trust Committee to take due steps to keep that locality in proper 
sanitation, and not: to be swayed only by the consideration of realizing ground 
rent, ; | 


A correspondent of the Jéme Jamsed (45) of the 15th May, writing from 


Surat, states that the people of Surat complain that the toll tax leviedon the new | 
bridge on the river T'apti, at Surat, is very heavy, and desire that it may be | 
reduced. It is also said that the carts which try to come into the city by the © 
Waridéw Road are prohibited from going over that road, and are forced to enter — 


the city by the new bridge. If this be true, it is an unjust proceeding, which 
Mr. Pratt, the Collector of Surat, is requested to put a stop to. 
4up19—5 : | 
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assessment is fixed. And © 
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The Yajdén Parast (49) of the 13th May, in stating that cholera has in- 
creased of late in Bombay, charges the Health Department with failing to re- 
move nuisances and in keeping clean the quarters of the town inhabited by the 


poorer classes. ‘I'he quarters known as Nawroji Hill and K4ématipur4 are very 
dirty and a shame to the Health Department. : 


‘ 


Native States. 


The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 13th May, gives the following few instances 
of mismanagement in the administration of the Junégarh State, and requests 
the attention of the Political Agent tothem. A few months ago one Sorthiya 
Nathu, a resident of Jundgarh, purchased a piece of Government waste land, 
and commenced to erect a building on it. An enemy of Sorthiyd made a report 
to the Jundgarh Government that the latter had found a treasure-trove in the 
land. On this report Sorthiy4 was at once apprehended, and an inquiry was 
commenced, which resulted in showing the falsity of the report. Notwithstand- 
ing this, a tyrannical person like Umar Sodhé was ordered by the darbdr to 
make a re-inquiry into the matter. It is said that Umar Sodha severely beat 
Sorthiy4 while in prison, and the latter died ‘from the effects of the beating in 
the Jail, 2nd. One Lddu, widow of Thakar Ladha of Jundgarh, made some com- 
plaint to Mr. Sale about the sudden disappearance of her daughter, aged’ 14 
years, and about her corpse being found in a well ; but no inquiry appears to 
have been made into this sudden death. 3rd, It is not known whether any 
inquiry was made as to who committed violence on Jamné4, the wife of Doshit 
Keshawji Karamshi of Junégarh, and what caused her death, and why Kuméar 
(the Prince or heir apparent ?) beat her husband, &c. 4th. When the bazar was 
pulled down to form acircle, the shops of several shop-keepers and others were 
taken possession of by the Jundgarh Administration, but, it is said that no com- 
pensation has been yet given to the owners of the different buildings pulled 
down. 5th, Several prisoners are still retained in confinement, though their 
term of imprisonment is over ; while others whose term of confinement had not 
expired, were released on their paying nazarana. The Mitra gives three more 
instances of mismanagement in this State. 


Miscellaneous. 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 14th May contains a communicated article, 
headed “ The Writings of Certain Newspapers and the Popular Understanding.” 
The article opens with lamenting over the erroneous understanding of the eople 
of the true hitiaae between the British Government and its Indian subjects. 
Though England and India are governed by the self-same power, they are not 
governed by the self-same laws and under the self-same constitution. The 
constitution of England is thoroughly popular. The constitution of British 

India is necessarily despotic. In the former the chief power in the State rests 
with the people; in the latter it rests with Government. The English, who have 
acquired an empire in India by so much exertion, naturally seek to obtain as 
much benefit from it as they can. Wealth must go necessarily from India to 
England. This being the real. case, it is utter folly in the Natives of this 


country to irritate the English rulers by rabid attacks on their policy. Itisnot | 


only'foolish, it is even hurtful to the interests of those who indulge in these at- 
tacks. We enjoy the liberty of the Press, no doubt. Some of our papers are 
conducted by men of much thought and foresight. But others are in the hands 
of thoughtless and ignorant men, who foolishly mistake their thoughtless, rude 
and silly attacks against the authorities, for the mark of an independent spirif, 
and regard themselves as the great champions of the rights of the people. Pro- 
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perly speaking, they effect no good whatever, but only bring discredit, and 


may possibly bring risk also on the Native Press by their foolish and in- 
temperate writings. Some of the foolish readers of these last mentioned gi 
7 oleae 


applaud these absurd lucubrations of their favourite editors, and think 
very clever writers. The writer laments over this mischievous folly and mad- 


ness, and earnestly prays that his countrymen will see their error and give 
up their pernicious course. | 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 


| _ Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 22nd May 1877. 
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For the Week ending 26th May 1877. on 


~~ 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


» tie 7 
. a — ; 


No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. | Edition. . | of copies 


ANGLO-MARA'THI. 
1 | The Indu Prakésh .............+++4.+++++e] Bombay ............| Weekly ...- 1,200 
*2 pp x Ooo cad fckk o8s datenenss Gah I “ honetecnctiels aa Ry 400 
8 » Dnyén Prakfsh  ..........0...s00++06] POODM.....0+0.--0+-] Bi-weekly ... 700 
Did sp URPOGIAID cincccccccecsivegcoessetiecs sap WOMONMbasiecccletccicsl WOOEREN <0ct 375 
*5 | ,, Mahf&r&stra Mitra .......c.cccc.s2.0se0] SACATB.ecsecseseseees| Do, it .. oe 
Gt , Bodha BedhGkar 2.0... cicccceccc5.c Do. igésbdcasvant ai Sat 275 a 
gee aie Dnyén Chakshu.............0s000000- BOON sic ins ccgcccttl See «| 1,000 4 
chsh: UR ale cdshbiseqecccRcoscinedsl MUUROEY ssiscasctecel SM. 325 
MaRa'THL. 
O° | The APUMOGaye. oie ccs cecccecesscssecsce0) SAMIR. cccccjecccseee] WOOOMLY ce 410 ) 
10 » Sagan Mitra .......c0.cessesseeeeeeens Ratnégiri .........| Do. ne 175 
ll » Belgaum Samfich&r .................-| Belgaum,...........| Do. sme 300 
: 12 » Wartamén Dipiké ..................| Bombay .........+.| Do. ie 200 . 
18 » -Ny4ya Sindhu TES claveuent Ahmednagar ......| Do. ae 186: 
14 | ,, Shubha Suchak...................0.064] Sataras......c0:000041 Do, | ; 
EEE ETS ESE SSE CEES EES Cee |” CP amas 7 
#16 | ,, Kalpataru ..cccccssssceesscceeeeeeee eee] Shol&pur .........] Dos. va 156 | | 
17 | ,, Khandesh Waibhaw ...............| Dhulia ............) D | 
18) ,, Satya Badan 4...5.. 00: ...cc0. Althea De. | 400 & 
WOMEN: 6 UM WHE ices died civecvcscc DOM vneeneeee tee! Hees 4 
20. | ,, Hitechchhu  ................cccc00eeee] Kalfdgi ............| Do. of 196 4 
21 » Dnyan Bodhak .. ,..........0000eeee] Dharwar ...0.....000) 
, Satya Shodhak ... .........00...4...-5| Ratnagiri ........, 


22 
23 vg Mats Punch. .....5.. cscs ccvccecsesecvel RAMI soceevece Soadbel 
24 
25 


ae 
~J 
Or 


aa 150 


» Subodha Patrik& ................e+00e] Bombay .......0.00 
yy Dharwar Writt © .........c0eceeceees] DMATWAP..... 0000008 
LSE IRR, Mos. IRM. ss ccoysnaigsd-onnps cess chesianls Sa RE RMOMMG I Telia ieaks hb 

b 28. |, Kashta Wilfsini...............:rcer0e] ‘DO. screercsterrene Ber cee | a aes pe 
Re Ree Swadesh Mitra: .....0..0stesceesess- Bombay CA DRE oP RRB ie ae 


- 
* 4 . : : 


«| 1,600 


PePPPy 
g 
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. 30 ; 99 Sanmirga Darshak eeeeeeseseccssenns ' Madhol fciveeteb ad We ¢ AV ed ee 120 Pa : i: 
$l | 39 Dny4fn EGE ....00sesincnnarsckthesas biel olh4pur coecesege | i Do. vat eee’ i 125, a toa : . 
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55 
56 
57 
58 
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- 63 
“9 
64 


The Pandhari Writt ....0..... occ...) Pandharpor ....., 


a 6 


Se hp ae Ems. 


under 


© have not given inform 


different heads, : 
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Reporter. 


rhich are printed i in italics. 
, and the pumber of the Newspaper in the list at the 
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Kartnétak Wartike ......:.......--4 Belgaum.....,.....| Do... +} 150 
” Wale Satndchle ccs Méiwan:........0.0) “Do. s. 210 
Oe i rrerrrrrr @-. PRre ery me) fe 100 
co Meme Wathhae GE, Pe. ed, Do SB 
9 Hindu Bt cds vsexastcdbisisoos Bombay .... seevs| Dvi-weekly... 150 
» Datbandhi © oo cavcdecisceeseeeseccsse.| Podtiasciestcet Weekly | - 800 
»  Mediator.......scccccrsessesesersee-+---| AliDag seredeeee...| Fortnightly .| 150 
7 | ie i ie RMR Renee Bombay ....0..+...| Do. ..-| 1,500 
ANGLO-GUZ4RA ‘TI. cry: 
The Guzerat Mitra  ......ceceececeeeseeg eee] UTED ccc ceeeecene coal Weekly ¥ » 400 
Surya Prakdsh saneomnansinfareceer DO hitb <a «7s. 
ow Hiteghchhu .......ccecessteeeeeeeees] ARmedabad ..,..,|° Do. wd 450 
Quaana’n. : | , 
The Bombay Saméchér........5....:5:++4:-| Bombay... Daily, «|. 700 
eg NOI ss cocemcdbcibdsvecscsvih (~ O. -derckedendk ae Os ee | 
n Alchbére Sowdgar .....c..ccseccceef DO. scorserconsg] DOW. ase 615 
tp METI. cecesccvqececccogecsacnecoek Gh ;;-veqencpiteose] WOGRINs spk. Same 
jae Pérsi Punch sh acai qnaneshedavasuevned | Mast HechGonsdggas Do. ie 225 
tie, MAMA Pratt jessie di ncgiiscccoed DOs ccc cccnanca aa .-| , 500 
BF MMMM WEG oss ccc nn hs) csoseerned MGRRE atascente--nsnd De. odes 900 
» Sind Saméchér ..ecsccccvsesssseeeee| Kurrachee .....,0. Doe |, 60 
» Semsher Béhddur .,,................--| Ahmedabad «......) Da ~~ ...J . 200 
» Abm edabad Saméchér ............++ Do. ee ad 60 
~» Raita Wortamhy ©... se csnacscarne] MMO oo ceceeseesgees Do. ae 153 
» Kattywar Saméechés aricrscesrcece BO aneine ded: De coed 
rR Broach Wartamén Rib decbeschaeeess] BEOROR oo... ranse.al DO OE on 
3 Niti “ot SNES RAD eos. retl Do.. } cm 115 
»  DMMIAMA 0...ssisseregersseeeaceneeeee] N@GIAD ceececepeee] DO. eee] 125 
. Panch D&nd p,rernresenseteserbsees ene] BOMBAY é+y.0y seer) Do, gt 700 
» Adél EA: betaleeahatSE+larontosed Mahudha -apeonis Do.. feed y 61 
», Batya Mitra ........, cc seveeeesaseeeee] Bombay ..........:.] Do, 1-4, 499 
a TNE oss sceadserstb hanes DO; seiives ahi eo) 1,000 
ot) BINDUBTAE ats age lebse 
The Kagshful AMbDOr on. eeeceneiesesssyesss Bombay «.....44.,+-; Do. « faado 175 
! AUITaChee. -. siete h- Do. ts: Bes 300 


ation as to the ‘umber of copies 
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~The Public Administration. 
A correspondent of the Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 21st May states that, in 
the Honore Taluka, of the Kanara District, there. are forests of the Td trees, 
or Indian Palms, in two or three places, and the poor people of the surrounding 
places cut these trees and extract from their stocks a soft substance, called in 
the Kanarese ‘‘ Talichakki,” which they use as food’ The people have been 
in the habit of gathering this substance from the forest, free of charge, from 
time immemorial. About ten or twelve years ago the idea was started of im- 
posing @ tax on the gatherers of the “ Talichakki.” But Mr. Annapayd, the 
old and experienced Mémledar of that time, gave his opinion against the propo- 
sal, and stated that the proposed tax would be very harassing to the poor ryots. 
Mr. Stewart. the experienced and thoughtful Collector of the time, gave due 
weight to this view of the Md4mleddr, and gave up the idea of taxing this 
wretched article of food of the starving ryots. Lately, however, these old 
humane views have ceased to have any weight with our revenue officers, and a 
tax has been imposed on the Talichakki. The writer, while going from Shidw4- 
pur to Honoré by Gersapa, saw several persons arrested for carrying loads of 
the Talichakki gathered in the forests, and threatened with ccnfiscation of 
the article, as it was gathered in violation of the orders of the authorities. The 
poor persons pleaded their distress and. poverty, and said that they had spent 
some three or four days in gathering the article. The village officer who ar- 
rested them, replied that what they said was true, but he would not go against 
the orders of the authorities. ‘The writer considers this prohibition as very 
harsh, particularly in these days of dire famine, and respectfully implores Gov- 
ernment to remove this prohibition. The editor of the Indu Prakdsh, to whom 
a specimen of the Talichakki was sent by the above correspondent for inspection, 
observes that the substance resembles the inner soft substance of the writing 
reed. It is much to be regretted that the officers of a Christian Government 
should think it proper to tax such a wretched article of food in the, height .of a 
dire famine, are to seek thereby, to benefit Government. 


_. ‘The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 24th May is very much surprised to hear 
that the line of the East Indian Railway is much over-crowded with an im- 
mense quantity of goods of various kinds, waiting to be conveyed.to different 
places. This state of things commenced from December last, ‘and is likely to 
continue to the end of this year. These goods are lying at different stations 
without any proper protection, and the merchants are suffering an immense 
loss. This state is very discreditable to the East Indian Line, and the sooner 
it is remedied the better will it be for all parties. The Government of India 
knows this state of things for several months past, and it does not as yet think 


it necessary to take any measures to cure this evil, observes the writer in great 
astonishment. — 


_ A correspondent of the Suryodaya (4) of the 2ist May repeats once more 
the old soiiplaint that the inhabitants of the villages Manori, Rogai, Utan 
and Dongari have no easy and safe communication either with Tanna or Bom- 
bay. If they want to go to these places, they are obliged to cross two danger- 
ous creeks. The people of these villages have been praying the local autho- 
rities for a long time, to relieve them from this inconvenience and to |connect 
these villages with the railway station of Borwali. Mr. Moore, the late Collec- 
tor of Tanna, and Mr. Nairne, his Assistant, personally visited these villages, 
and approved of constructing a road between ogat and Borwali. They also 
got the line properly surveyed and ‘measured. But, unfortunately, the thin 
rs 1 there. ‘The writer earnestly requests Mr. Jervoise, the ‘present gor 
Collector, to take up this matter, and to confer this needful boon on the people 
of the villages ‘named above. The editor of the Suryodaya strongly supports 
the hove prayer of his correspondent. eR Re ee aOR NE 
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~The Bodha Sudhakar (6) of the 16th May, but received on the 20th, com- 
lains that the Mah4r and Méng middle-men buy all the kurbi which comes 
m without into the town of Satara, and, after mixing it fraudulently with 
bad fodder, sell it to the common customers. The District Magistrate is re- 
quested to interfere in behalf of the public, and take the needful measures to 
prevent the fraudulent practices of these middle-men. 


The same, in another article, repeats the old complaint, that the hot-wea- 
ther vacation which Government so ki 

nted to the lower schools, which need this indulgence more urgently, because 
the pupils of the latter institutions, being of more tender age, suffer more from 
being obliged to attend the schools in hot weather. The attention of the Director 
of Public Instruction is once more requested to this matter. 


The Arunodaya (9) of the 20th May, in an article, headed “ The Power of 
the Judicial Courts and of Government,” observes that we have been repeatedly 
told by our English masters, that the Judicial Courts under the British rule are 
thoroughly independent. They are independent of Government itself. Gov- 


ernment itself is as much bound as the poorest of the ryots to obey their decrees . 


and orders. We believed in this most excellent feature of the British Constitu- 
tion. But experience has compelled us to see that the above principle is true 
only in writing and not in actual practice. The late Fuller case has shewn 
how the English J udget of this country, the local High Courts and even the local 
Governments act in dealing justice to the ryots in a certain class of cases, and 
whether they are more bent on being partial to their own countrymen than on 
dispensing equal justice to all who come before them. In this notorious case 
His Excellency the present Viceroy took up the cause of justice, and thereby 
earned the praises and gratitude of the whole Native commnnity and of the 
justice-loving Englishmen, The Bombay Gazette and the Englishmen of its 
class attacked His Excellency for being just and impartial; and the High Court 
of the North-West Provinces protested against his interference with the autho- 
rity of that august fribunal. The whole question went before the Home Govern- 
ment for final disposal. The Secretary of State for India has wisely upheld the 
views of the Viceroy, and declared that as the Viceroy represents Her Majesty 
in India, His Pacolleney, in certain cases, enjoys Her Majesty’s power over the 
High Courts. The Bombay Gazette considers this opinion of the Secretary of 
State for India as erroneous. It says that it is not safe to make the Viceroy 
superior of the High Courts, and advises the Natives not to give their support 


to this new theory, though they may be pleased with it in the particular Fuller — 


ease. The Arunodaya observes that the independence of the Judicial Courts is, 
no doubt, an excellent principle, if these Courts are free from all race or class 
feelings. If our Courts were really so free, we would most strongly support the 
— views of the Bombay Gazette. But our experience with these tribunals is not 
very favourable to them, and we do not know whom to trust most, the Judicial 
Courts, the Government, or our advisers of the Bombay Gazette school; and 
therefore we cannot concur in the views of the Gazette. Neither the Judicial 
Courts nor Government seem to us to be entirely free from undue race feeling ; 
and it is of not much use to us to inquire into the excellence of any abstact 
principle. We, therefore, welcome the decision of the Secretary of State, be- 


cause it may be some check, we hope, to the arbitrary doings of our High 


Courts. 


The Satya Shodhak (22) of the 20th May devotes a long leader to the | 


notice of the water question of Shol4pur. After giving a long quotation from 

the Kalpataru (16) newspaper on this subject, the substance of which was given 

at some length in the last weekly report, the Shodhak observes that a great 

ae has sprung up at Shol4pur about the use of the public water-cisterns. 
2 NP 26—5 | 
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The unfortunate people of Shold4pur have been already suffering severely from a 
dire famine ; and the Christian converts have raised this water-question to add 
to their misery. The converts, possibly, think that they are performing an 
act of very great merit. The local authorities, however, o ht to prevent 
people of different creeds from wantonly hurting the religious feelings of each 
other. If the Municipality of Shold4pur or the Hindu community of that town 
are ready to make a goo Po of water for the Christian converts, why 
should the latter be allowed to touch the public water-cisterns of the Hindus 
and to draw water from them? The Christian converts appear to ‘be actuated 
by a reprehensibe obstinacy and a desire to hurt the religious prejudices of the 

indus of the place; and had the Collector prevented them from this repre- 
hensible course, the whole difficulty would have disappeared. The Shodhak 
attributes this undesirable agitation in the Shold4pur public to the obstinacy of 
the Collector, and requests Government to give its serious attention to this 
important question. 


The Pandhari Writt (32) of the 16th May, but received on the 23rd, says 
that the Subordinate Judge’s Court of Pandharpur was closed on the 24th March 
last, in consequence of the temporary transference of Mr. Ldl-Shankar to 
Bombay for some translation work. In the meantime.the hot weather vaca- 
tion came, and the Court has remained closed. It was believed that the Court 
would be opened at the expiration of the vacation. But it is now rumoured that as 
the translation work for which Mr. Lal-Shankar has been transferred to Bombay, 
will detain him there only for two months or so, no new man is to be appointed 
at Pandharpur. The Pandharpur Court will thus remain closed, perhaps, till 
the end of July next. If this report be true, the people of Pandharpur will be 
put to much inconvenience and loss. The writer requests the authorities con- 
cerned to get the Court opened as soon as the vacation is over. 


The Gujardt Mitra (41) of the 20th May states that on the 17th instant a 
policeman of the Sayadpuré Station, in the town of Surat, who was bound on 
the work of poisoning dogs, served some poison to a dog in Sayadpurd. The 

ison was mixed with milkcream and put on a leaf of the wad tree. The dog 
licked ‘the mixture and went away. The leaf remained on the spot. with some 
rtion of the poison stuck to it. The policeman also went away. After a 
Little time a she-goat came and eat the poisoned leaf, which o stated upon her, 
and she felt giddy and fell down. It is said that the ‘goat died that evening 
from the poison. The Gujardt Mitrareminds the Police of the case of poisoning 
which occurred about two years ago in the family of a Ghanchi residing near 
Nawsari Bhégol. A child of the Ghanchi found a small package containing 
wdered arsenic on the road. The child took it to its mother, who tasted a 
ittle of the contents of the package and gave a pinch each to her children, 
under the supposition that the powder was sugar. They began to vomit after 
a time ; but, luckily, no death occurred. This packet belonged to the Police, 
which had lost it on the road. The Gwardt Mitra entertains fears that if the 
wad or other leaves on which poison is served to dogs, be left on the roads, 
they may be taken up by any of the lower classes, and the residue of the poison 
may be licked from off the leaves, and, thereby, fatal accidents may occur. 
It therefore requests the Police not to leave on the road the poisoned leaves, but. 
to burn or otherwise destroy them completely. | 


The same requests the Inspector of Police at Surat to place a few police- 
men at the different ghauts on the river Tapti, where early in the morni 
numbers of women go to bathe in the river in the current intercalary months. 
Particularly at the Gujri ghaut and at the Fort ghaut persons, both Hindus 
and of other castes, go and sit and crack jokes at respectable women, who are 
much offended by their impudence. : 


+ ‘ 


6 


The Surya Prakdésh (42) of the 19th May, but received on the 20th, 
requests the Local Fund Committee of the Surat District to make no delay in 
improving the roads leading from Olpdd, Pal, Adja4n and Rander to the Hope 
Bridge, as the monsoon is fast approaching. If these roads are not soon im- 

roved and made reomphiagary passable to carts, there will not be a sufficient] 
large goods traffic on the bridge, and the Surat Municipality will not be able 
to earn a sufficient income from the toll on the bridge, so as to pay soon 
the debt it has raised from Government. 


The Bombay ‘Samdchdr (44) of the 25th May notices the case of accidental 
death by a shot of S4dhu bin Dhandji Bandaria, which occurred at the hands 
of Mr. J ohnston, the First Assistant Collector of Ratndgiri. After noticing some 

articulars of this sad case, the Samdchdr observes that, in regard to it Mr. 
| sche mentioned to the Collector of Ratndgiri that the deceased was acci- 
dentally killed by a shot from his rifle, and that the Collector accepted this 
statement and made a report to Government accordingly, and mentioned, at the 
same time, that the First Assistant has agreed to make a provision for the widow 
and two orphan children of the deceased. The Bombay Government has ac- 
cepted the report of the Collector and has expressed its satisfaction with the 
intention of Mr. Johnston to make a provision for the widow and the orphans 
of the deceased. The Samdchdr questions the authority of the Bombay Gov- 
ernment to dispose of the case in this offhand way. It observes that according 
to the law of this land, which is invariably resorted to in the case of the Natives, 
Mr. Johnston should have been placed before a Judge, and the case should have 
been enquired into in an open court of justice ; and according to the result of 
such an enquiry he should have been declared innocent or otherwise. Instead 
of adopting this legal and straight course, Government has shewn forbearance 
in his case, which is objectionable. Government has no authority to do so. It 
has power to exercise mercy after judgment and sentence have been pronounced. 
by a court of justice on a culprit, andithasevery right to use that power. 
After alluding to the sacredness and majesty of British laws, in whose eyes ever 
body, whether he be rich or poor, European or Native, is alike, and which 
treats all persons alike, without distiction, the Samdchdér observes that it sees 
no reason why the case of Mr. Johnston should be treated otherwise than in the 
regular way. Ifthe course taken in this case is held to be the proper one, it 
may not be wrong to say that the courts of justice in this country are not meant 
to try Europeans accused of crimes. Whena Native is killed by a shot from 
the rifle of a European, if the latter is to be let off on his asserting that the death 
was accidental, and on his consenting to feed the widow and orphans of the 
deceased so long as he pleases to do so, it will be no wonder that anxiety will 
be felt for the safety of the Natives. It is said that in the case of the person 
who was killed by 8 shot from Mr. Johnston’s rifle, an enquiry was made by 
the panch (voroner’s jury) and a verdict was-returned by this jury that Mr. 
Johnston did not deserve blame for the accident. This enquiry does not ap- 
pear satisfactory to the Samdchdr, which observes that it is well known that the 
meek people of the mofussil entertain much dread of officers like the Collectors, 
and hence the verdict of a jury composed of two or three such persons ought to 
be received with great caution. Mr. Johnston may ‘not deserve blame for this 
sad accident ; but this fact ought to be proved in a court of justice by the re- 
gular course of law. | | 


The Yajdén Parast (49) of the 20th May contains a para, headed “ The 
Public Scandal—the Cotton Frauds Act,” in which it is observed that the Man- 
chester Chamber of Commerce has resolved to memorialize Lord ‘Salisbury 
against the attempt of the authorities of the Bombay Presidency to force this 
Act i oe people of this presidency. The Honorable Mr. Ravenscroft is. 
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the leader of this scandal. While advocating the measure in the local Legisla- 
tive Council, the honorable gentleman observed that the Manchester Chamber 
was favourable to it, that the Chamber complained about the frauds in cotton, 
and admitted the desirability of passing the law. The Chamber’s resolution 
to memorialize against the Act has destroyed this argument of the honorable 


gentleman. Will Lord Salisbury, under these circumstances, think it right.to — 


put upon the back of this ene Siew great pest? asks the Parast, and 
observes that we must hope that His Lordship will not do such a thing, as the 
Manchester Chamber possesses great influence with him. 


The Famine tn the Deccan. — 


The Mahdrdsta Mitra (5) of the 17th May, but received on the 20th, has an 
article, headed ‘‘ A Suggestion to the Collector.” The article opens with very 
high praise of Mr. Moore, the Collector of Satara, for the very great exertions 
he is making, to protect the poor ryots of his district from suffering any distress 
from the famine, but regrets to hear a complaint that the instructions recently 
issued by him to his subordinate officers are vague and ambiguous, and cannot 
be heinly understood by those to whom they are given. If this be true, it is 
very astonishing. If there be uncertainty in the instructions issued from the 
highest authority in the district, it must expose the subordinates to great per- 
plexity and risk. The Mahdrdstra Mitra is not acquainted with the detail of the 
complaint, and, therefore, cannot write more fully on the subject. It, however, 
begs respectfully to suggest that the good Collector will be kind enough to 
convene a meeting of his subordinates at Satara, or some other place which may 
be convenient, and explain to them the arrangements which he intends to adopt 
and which he wishes them to carry out, for the due relief of the famine-stricken 
ryots. This would save much trouble to the Collector and relieve the subor- 


dinates from much perplexity, and thus would be beneficial to all the parties 
concerned. 


The same contains a communicated article, headed ‘‘ English Officers,” the 
writer of which states that, in connection with the management of the present 
famine, subordinate officials receive from their superiors very strange, and often 
inconsistent, instructions ; and there is a great likelihood of the former losing 
their situations and falling into distress. ‘The subordinate officials have recently 
received an order from their superiors to the effect that they must make expen- 
diture from their own pockets, in the first instance, for relieving the starving 
persons they may happen to meet with, and then submit a bill of the expenses 
thus incurred ; and that if any persons are known to have died from their 
negligence, they will be dismissed from the service as a punishment. The 
writer in the Mahdréstra Mitra condemns this order as very harsh and tyran- 
nical, and observes that it is not just to exercise such a pressure on the subor- 
dinate officials, who, the writer says, are often too poor to advance this money 
to the State. It is hoped that such an unjust order has not been issued, and 


pat what the writer has heard isa mere rumour without any foundation in 
act. — | i 


_ The Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 16th May, but received on the 20th, in an 
article describing at some length the great distress prevailing among the 
poorer people in the famine districts and in the town of Satara particularly, and 
_ alluding to the increase of the number of beggars in the latter, asks the Relief 
Committee of that place to be active, and use the money it has collected and 
which lies unused in its possession, in giving relief to the distressed which is 
80 urgently needed at this time. | 0 
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Municipalities. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 24th May states that the inhabitants of that 
part of Nérdyan Peth which is near the co in the a of Poona, having 
neither any public cisterns nor stand-cocks in that part, suffer much inconve- 
nience from the want of a good water-supply. The Poona Municipality, per- 
haps, thinks that as this part of the city is situated near the river bank its 
people get the water of the river. But the worshipful commissioners are 
reminded of the fact that the river gets almost dry at this period of the year, 
and the little water it contains becomes quite unfit for use. The Municipality 
is requested to take the needful steps to remove this _ complaint of the above 


quarter of the city, and supply its inhabitants with the same Municipal comforts 
as are enjoyed by their fellow tax-payers. 


The Gwardt Mitra (41) of the 30th May prefers several complaints in 
regard to the dei opened Hope Bridge at Surat. It says that the boats 
plying on the river between Rander, Addjan and Surat being prohibited from 
running any longer, the people of these two villages complain that, in coming, 
to Surat by the new bridge, they have to walk a very long distance, and pray 


that the boats should be permitted to ply between their villages and Surat as. 


before. ‘The second complaint is that the road from Réander to the bridge is 
full of dust, and the people of Rander say that until a new bridge is built they 
should be permitted to use the road passing by the race-course. For several 
years past races do not take place, and the road ought at once to be thrown open 
- to public traffic. The third complaint is that the same rate of toll is exacted 
on carts loaded with different kinds of merchandize. The same toll is levied 
on a cart. loaded with cowdung cakes as on one containing wheat. The carts 
have to pay in the shape of tolls more when coming ie the bridge than when 


coming by the Waridw Road, and there is every probability of the cartmen | 


choosing the latter road. The fourth complaint is that the cartmen on their 
return from the town generally take some grass with them for feeding their 
bullocks on the way. In these cases they are called upon to pay a toll both b 
the municipality and on the bridge, their carts being Ae | as loaded wit 


merchandize, The Gujardt Mitra requests the municipality and the Government | 


to pay due attention to these complaints, and remove them in order that the 
traffic by the bridge may increase and bring in more income. It also asks the 


Corporation to settle the toll payable on a dog, as no mention is to be found 


of it in the rates published. ‘I'he same rate as is charged for a sheep may be 
levied on a dog. At the end of the published list of the rates of toll it is stated 
that, if a cart which has paid a toll is not loaded again within twenty-four hours 
with merchandize, it is not to pay toll a second time. But, on the tickets given 
for the payment-of a toll the hour of payment is not mentioned. Hence it is 
necessary to mention in the notification of rates, from what time the twenty- 
four hours are to be counted. | 


The Surya Prakésh (42) of the 19th May, but received on the 20th, says © 


that the railing or balustrade on the flanks of the Hope Bridge, at Surat, is low, 
and there is a fear of its not proving a sufficient protection against accidents 
from foot passengers falling into the river. Mr. Pratt, the President of the 
Municipality, is, therefore, requested to have these railings made sufficiently 
high, so as to give due protection against accidents. 


The Samsher Béhddur (53) of the 18th May, but received on the 20th, 
_. complains that the thirsty passengers of the roads in the town of Ahmedabad 


do not get water in the water cisterns of that city, on account of the water- 

machine working only at night, and, it is said, of its being worked daily ten 

hours instead of fifteen hours as before, The attention of the Secretary of the 

Municipality is requested to this complaint. 
4N p 26—5 


\ 


a - ae 
- vs SS 
» he 
a? 
43 
+ - 
5s 
ot 
i: 
” 
3 
% a“ 
u 
ha! 
po 
§ ¥ 
e 
wt 
E> 1 
> 
™ 
ogy 
‘ 
* 
a>, 
7 
. ; 


iad a. ae Se 


StL ma oad 
Peis. 
> Y 7 


s 
& 


~ 


¢ : 
: > > » 7s : 
. ‘ 
+ 
sl . 
* ; > ° 
‘ e ; - : . : ; , 
: ” 4 
. 
> o ° - > 
> . e ’ , é/ j os 2 . 
; , ; ¢ p ; : ' 
. 
. . * ‘ 
nad o 
. : “ " P 
. > 
~ . 
> . . 
* ’ ; 
° 7 
: 
. 
‘a 
. 
. 
. 
« > 
| 
* ‘ 
, 
: 
» 
’ 
» 
f 
° 
’ 
. 
o 
" 
. 
; 
: 
. 
. - . 
> , 
‘ 
‘ ‘ 
A 
2 
* 
a 
o 
* 
, 
; : 
. . . 
’ 
’ 
| 
™ . >. - 
_> 
. 
7 
’ 
. 
La 
; 
. 
. 
. 
a * 
* 
. 
, ‘ f 
* 
. e 
+ 
. a 
> ‘ - 
7. 
- - 
- , 
. “ * 
a 


‘is 9 
Native States. 


The Samsher Bdhddur (53) of the 18th May, but received on the 20th, 
observes that it has been proved in more instances than one that the Thdkor of 
Péliténa makes his servants commit injustice and sin to accomplish his own 
ends. For this conduct of his Government recommended him to entertain better 
persons in his service and effect an improvement in his administration. In 
accordance with this recommendation, Mr. Shamrdéw and some other educated per- 
sons have been taken into his service by the Thékor; but they cannot do anything 

inst the chicaneries of other scheming servants of the Thékor, and cunning 
plottings are rife as ever. After these preliminary observations, the Samsher 
Béhddur states that a few days ago it was stated that some men of the Police 
of P4litina were implicated in the robbery of Shipujji. Another instance of 
the misconduct of the same Police has come to light. Goods taken by mer- 
chants and dealers to P4litana for sale, are detained at the *‘ Mandi” for several 
days together, on plea of levying duties upon them. Thefts have frequently 
occ from the goods thus detained ; but hitherto no attention has been paid 
to the complaints of merchants and dealers on this subject. In a recent case of 
theft from among these goods, it has been found that some men of the P4liténa 
Police have had a hand in it. - But, it is said, that the Thdkor connives at this 
crime, and does not order a thorough enquiry to be made into it. Were such 
an enquiry made, important information about previous crimes of the same kind 
would come to light. The Samsher calls upon the Bombay Government to take 
due notice of the conduct of the Thdkor, and relieve his subjects from the 
misrule from which they suffer. : 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 29th May 1877. 
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various notices have been collected under different heads, which are ‘printed’ in italics. 
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The Public Administration. 


The Indu. Prakdsh (1) of the 28th May, in a long leader, headed “ The 
“ Minute of the Viceroy in the Fuller Case, the Authority of the High Courts, 
“ and the Small Commencement of the Imperial Rule,” after briefly referring to 
the facts of this famous case, and to the strong protest of the Allahabad High 
Court against the Viceroy’s celebrated minute, and to the final decision of the 
Sec of State on this controversy, all recently published in the Gazette of 
India, observes that this conclusion of the dispute in question is very beneficial 
to the interests of the Natives. The unlimited authority of the High Courts has 


been, very properly, brought under a due check. We must praise and thank 


His Excellency the Viceroy ; for he has shewn himself to be an impartial ruler, 
a scrupulous protector of the rights of the millions committed to.his care, and a 
vigilant controller of the arbitrary conduct of the Magistrates, Judges, &c. This 
is the bright side of the question. The despatch of the Secretary of State de- 
clares that the Viceroy of India, representing Her Majesty the Empress of India 
in this country, holds several of Her eye wi powers. ‘The writerin the Indu 


_. Prakdsh is rather concerned to hear this declaration. To invest a single person, 


however great and able, with the supreme power over such a vast country as 

India, is calculated to fill thoughtful. persons with anxiety. The Indu Prakash 

has no fears of the present able and good Viceroy ever making any wrong use 

of the tremendous pores invested in him. He is too impartial, too just and 
O 


too considerate to do anything ofthe kind. But, what placa is there that 
India will always have men like Lord Lytton for her Viceroys? His succes- 


‘sors may use this supreme power in annexing Native States, in imposing un- 


bearable taxes on the people, and in interfering with the due rights and liber- 
ties of ap oe oe and such other arbitrary acts. Thus the great authority 
which Lord Lytton has acquired by his wisdom for himself and his successors, 
is liable to be abused; and, therefore, cannot be regarded as an unmixed good. 
Let it be as it may, there cannot be found a man in the country so ungrateful 
as not to feel grateful to His Excellency the present Viceroy, for his impartia- 
lity and kindness to the natives of this country. (The Khandesh Waibhaw (17) 
of the 25th May, but received on the 29th, and the Belgaum Samdchdr (11) of the 
28th, express views somewhat similar to those expressed in the above article. ) 


The Daydn Prakdsh (3) of the 31st May contains a leader, headed ‘ The 
Government of India and our Native Chiefs and Princes.” Since the first of 
January 1877, when Her Majesty was pleased to assume und proclaim the new 
title of Empress of India, the attention of the people of this country has keenly 
turned to the condition of the Native Princes and Chiefs. Some of the t 
statesmen of England observed in Parliament when the Royal Titles Bill was 
discussed there; that, as the Bill was calculated to affect the position of the 
Native Princes and Chiefs, the measure would, very naturally, excite very 
keenly the attention of the people of that ‘country (India), and directed it to 
this delicate subject. The Government of India has recently assured more than 
once the Native Princes and Chiefs that it will most scrupulously protect their 
rights and errr. It is our duty, therefore, says the Dnaydn Prakdsh, to 
watch closely the conduct of the paramount Government in this respect. As 
long as the Native Princes and Chiefs administer their States properly and 


. Temain loyal to the British Government, the latter has no right to interfere with 


the internal management of those States. The Dnyda Prakdsh is sorry, however, 
to observe that the paramount English Government now and then acts in viola- 
tion ofthe above plain principle. The Dnydn Prakdsh then gives the substance 
of a letter, lately published by the Statesman newspaper of Calcutta, from its 

walior correspondent. The correspondent says it is much to be regretted 
that the: Government of India doesnot know how its conduct is viewed by th 
N atives, and what remarks are made on it by the Darbérs of the di 
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Native States. The Native Princes and Chiefs do not like the titles and honors. 


_ §ir John Strachey declared that the Government of India had corresponded 
with the Princes and Chiefs: of Rajputdéna on the matter of the transit duties, 


and had obtained success. The people of the Native darbdrs laugh heartily 
at this declaration of Sir John. For this declaration is simply throwing dust 
into the eyes of the outside public. The people of the Native darbdrs enter- 
tain quite a different opinion on the subject. They say that the Govern- 
ment of India sent to each of the great Princes of Rajputana a circular 
letter, proposing that they should make over to it their right of levying 
the transit duties in their territories on salt, sugar and mdwé4, and receive 
from it, as an equivalent for this concession, an annual payment of sums 
of money equal to.the proceeds of those duties. The result of this arrange- 
ment would be that salt, sugar and mawdé would rise in prices, in conse- 
quence of the supreme Government increasing the rates of duties on them, 
in order to idemnify itself for the expenses of working these duties over 
and above the sums it will have to pay to the Native Princes for obtaining the 
concession ; and, thus, the intérests of the subjects of the Native States would be 
injuriously affected. The Native Princes and Chiefs know all this; but they 
apprehend that if any of them dares to point this to the Government of India, 
he will very soon find himself involved in some dreadful scrape, similar to that 
which cost unlucky Malhdrrdw and his progeny his ancestral gddi. The Native 
Princes and Chiefs often consent to proposals of the British Government inflict- 
ing loss on themselves and their subjects; and the reason of their compliance is, 
simply their fear of incurring the displeasure of the mighty Government. The 
humble and apparently cheerful conduct of the ‘Native Princes and Chiefs to- 
wards the paramount Government is also the result of the above fear, and 
nothing else. These remarks of the Statesman’s correspondent shew that the 
Native Princes and Chiefs are discontented to a certain extent with the con- 


duct of the paramount Government, and they conceal their discontent through 


_ Of money, as has been done in the case of the transit duties of the 


mere fear. Ifit beso, the Dnyan Prakdsh observes that this relation between the 
paramount power and its Native feudatories is not very satisfactory ; and it is 
very desirable that the former should take steps to improve it. The Native 
Princes and Chiefs enjoyed for a long number of years the right of coinin 

their own money. SBut the paramount Government has, lately, aupatved 
them of this ancient right, by enacting a new law on the subject. When 
this law was passed it was stated that the Mahdrdj4 of Indore had voluntarily 
given up this right, and consented to accept the annual payment of a cer- 
tain sum by the paramount Government in consideration of this: concession. » 
We leave every one to guess the true cause of this voluntary and cheerful 
surrender of an old, indisputable and valuable right by its possessor. One 
is primd facie led to trace this surrender to some strong pressure exercised 
through the Political Department. Every one thoroughly knows how irresisti- 
ble this pressure is. There are very few among the Native Princes and > 
Chiefs who dare to run the risk of displeasing the political officers under 
whose supervision they are placed, by refusing to comply with their wishes. 
Human nature is the same everywhere ; and, therefore, no one can be reason- 
ably believed to have surrendered his old, valuable and cherished right, unless 
he is compelled to do so by the dread of drawing upon himself some very great 
evil by a refusal, The remark of the Acoaalee Pe of the Statesman newspaper, 
above quoted, is thoroughly correct. The case admits of no other reasonable. 


theory. The new Act about coining has affected more or less the old status’ of 


the Native Princes. It is said that the paramount English Government contem- 
pales mtroducing some more measures of a similar character, and if the report 
true, the little independence the Native Princes and Chiefs are now allowed to 


enjoy will alto gether vanish in the course of a few-years. To buy up the old 


rights of the Native Princes by assigning to them certain fixed annual Pay haere 
Jputana 


Princes, does not. appear to the writer in the Dnydn Prakdsk aright course. If 
2 NP 2—6 | 


.) «4 > 
‘ , 
° ~ 
, > 
rs ‘ 
; a 7 
‘ é 
mM - . "> r 
* ed y 


- > 
‘ @ be “ 
: ¢ 4 4 
: . Li 
* , »* e ~>% . ’ 
: ‘ ; . N 
- 
. 
’ 
" ;' ' ef ; 
° - 
. ? - 
’ » . 
. 
: + a ° t ‘ 
; 
P » @ ° ° 
> al — 
. " 4 ’ 
: . . . . 
: : . 
: . . 
. _ 
: : 
- » 
; 
“ . 
. 
™ = 2 
7 
i. 
; 
- © 
. ; 
. 
7 
_ 
° , 
* 
9 7 
’ 
’ 
Ll 
_ - 
’ 
: e 
- af . 
* ” 
. . 
. 
P : * 
. 
’ 
7 
> . ° 
> e > 
7 7 
. . , 
. 
. f 
* ; 
7 
* 
; 
\ 
> — , 
. 
> 
* 
- > 
. 
o ° 7, 
; " 7 
. . . . 
. * . 
. 
7 
‘ 
; 
> 
" 
- - 
* 
. 
‘ p 
. 
é y 
, 
> 
_ 
: ‘ 
. 
. 
: 
; 
- * 
. y ‘ 
™ 
* 4 . ™ 
m 
* 
: 
> 
: . 
; a 
t 
- , 
« 
, 
> 
. 
. " R 
, " 
+ 
‘ 
. “ 
> 
° - 
. 
- ' 
. 
\, 
a ; 
; . 
" : ' 
f 7 
° ° ; ' > 
_ 
, . 
» 
: 
2 
aw e Z 
: ‘ 


ja st ’ ? “F 4 : 3 e ‘ 
¥ ’ 
£ i " y * * 
4 . 
; 
: : : ¢ . . r 
: 
® : , - to 
: . . ‘ e * . . 
e f 
: “ ” 
B ; .* 7 . ' , 
" , ‘ 
+? e ‘ 
" $ ~ * . “eeu a , ' 
; si lag 
7" . * a . ‘ 
ME f f . o , 
; , : = : . 
: ‘ 
Lie $ - * _ ad “ “ 
, ws es i ‘ . 4 
2. a Bay i at 4 . . 
2a Ree ; , : 
| . , . ’ . ‘ ‘ Ld . he ‘ 
: , . r . a! ‘ ’ 4 . b 
2a : & - - ; 
¥ esi a . , : . 
te i ia a is . . 
/ | 


Ps 
— t 
pe 
» 


ute 


5 


this course is proper and just in certain cases, it must be allowed to be equally 


proper and just to take away all the independent rights of these feudatories and 
to assign them additional annual money grants in compensation for the loss. 
The paramount Government thinks that if due and just compensation is solemnly 
assured to them for the loss which they incur, Native Princes ought to have no 
objection to part with any of their rights required for imperial purposes. But 


._ the matter should not be viewed in this light.. It cannot be supposed that a 
| Native Prince will be always willing and ready to part with his certain rights 


for a pecuniary consideration however ample. For certain rights are valued by 
him not for the wea | it enables him to realize, but as marks of his indepen- 
dence, and therefore he is not really willing to give them up for a mere mone 
consideration. The above course of the Government of India, therefore, is 
neither right nor desirable, and it should be mended for the benefit of all parties. 
As all the feudatory Native Princes and Chiefs receive their protection from the 
paramount British Government, it is only just and right that they should be 
thoroughly and sincerely loyal towards it, and no reasonable and honest men 
can have any doubt on this subject. But as long as they are loyal and adminis- 
ter their States fairly, the paramount British Government ought not to interfere 
with their internal managements and their old rights. For an interference with 
these matters diminishes the cordial feeling between the paramount power and 
its feudatories. No body should believe as a fact that the Native Princes part 
with their old and sovereign rights with a genuine and true willingness for a 
money consideration. It is true that they do not openly object to such a trans- 
action when proposed and expressed by the mighty paramount power through 
the Political Department. But the true cause of this compliance has been 

lainly pointed out above. Even when the Political officers state that a certain 
Native Prince is willing to sell his old and valuable rights for money, the state- 
ment must not be believed. If the paramount Government sincerely wishes to 
have a really cordial feeling existing between it and its feudatories, it must give 
up the above objectionable course. 


The Bodha Sudhikar (6) of the 23rd May, but received on the 27th, in a 
leader, headed ‘‘ The Head-quarters of the Revenue Survey and a Government 
Resolution,” observes that a resolution is said to have been recently passed by 
Government, that the head-quarters of the Revenue Survey should be transferred 
from Satara to Ratnagiri, and that all the records should be removed from the 
former to the latter town. ‘The writer in the Sudhdkar tries to show that this 
transfer of the head-quarters will cause much inconvenience to the kérkuns of 
the Revenue Survey Department in more than one respect without bringing any 
apparent advantage to Government itself. Many of these kdrkuns are Natives 
of the Satara District, and therefore they have the advantage of going to their 
native places and seeing their relations and friends during the monsoons while 
the head-quarters are at Satara. They will lose this advantage when the head- 
quarters are transferred from Satara to Ratndgiri. Again, several kdrkuns, 
believing that the head-quarters of their office would remain at Satara as hereto- 
fore, have bought supplies of provisions for the monsoons. If the head-quarters 


go to Ratnagiri, these people will have to sell what they have bought at Satara © 


and to make fresh purchases at Ratnagiri, both these transactions entailing a 
great pecuniary loss on these poor persons. It is also very doubtful whether 
200 and 200 kaérkuns will get a convenient house accommodation in the small town 
of Ratnégiri. Government also will have to incur a considerable expense for 


conveying the bundles of the Survey record from Satara to Ratndgiri. There. 
18 also the danger of the valuable records getting wet and dinaeht desea the 


transit in these monsoon. days. After causing all. this inconvenience to the 
numerous poor kérkuns, and incurring the expense mentioned above, is Govern- 
ment to derive any commensurate and tangible advantage to the department 


from this transfer? The writer in the Sudhdkar caunot perceive any. He 
believes that this step must have been taken without consulting Mr. Gibson, the . 


* 
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Deputy Superintendent, on the subject. The Sudhékar feels convinced from 
what it knows of that good officer that he cannot have given his opinion in 
favour of the transfer in question. In conclusion, the Sudhdkar humbly prays 
- Government to reconsider the question and not to bring about the fer at 
least till the approaching monsoon is over. 


The Arunodaya (9) of the 27th May, referring to the news of a Bengali 
- Baboo named Nishikant Chatarji being appointed a Professor of Sanskrit, Hin- 
dustani and. ms a at St. Petersburgh by the Russian Government, sees in this 
appointment a fresh sign of Russia’s covert design of acquiring possession of 
India, and prays the British Government to take a note of this significant fact. 


The Bombay Samdchér (44) of the 28th May notices the case of Miss Mary 
‘Donelly, a young girl of seventeen years, who has been sentenced to two 
months’ et labour by a Magistrate in Bengal, for making use of a once used 
postage stamp. The defence made by the girl may have appeared, observes 
the Samachdr, to the Magistrate not sufficient to justify her being considered 
innocent of the crime with which she was charged, and the sentence passed 
upon conviction may not be objectionable on account of its legality. But, con- 
sidering her youth, inexperience and — in life, there was good cause for 
showing in her case a little mercy and passing a light or nominal sentence on 
her. Justice tempered with mercy is dealt in many worse cases than that of 
Miss Donelly ; and in the latter case it would have been more appropriate. 
The Samachar is glad that the family and friends of the unfortunate girl have 
obtained her release on bail until the decision of the appeal, made in the case 
to the Session Judge, who, the Samdchdr hopes, will see cause to cancel the 
hard sentence and to pass a much milder one, if necessary. 


The same of the 29th May considers the decision, given by the Secretary 
of State, in the *‘ Weld case ” of Madras, as quite just and highly satisfactory. 
Lord Salisbury’s decision justly condemns Mr. Weld’s conduct in regard to the 
exhumation of the corpse of the Sanyashi from the beginning to the end, and 
equally justly approves of the steps taken in regard to it by His Grace the 
Duke of Buckingham. His Lordship plainly states that the religious feelings 
of the Natives are to be respected, and expresses his disapproval of the defence 
made of Mr. Weld’s conduct by the superior officer of the latter gentleman. 
This decision of the State Secretary must do some good to the Natives, in-as- 
much as it points out to officers who are given to hurt the religious prejudices 
and feelings of the Natives and their defenders, their great mistake in dentine 
this objectionable conduct. But, observes the Samdchdér, the leniency shown 
by the authorities in India in such cases is not to be approved. In the Fuller 
case the magistrate whose proceedings were found fault with and. who was 
suspended from office, rte 5 the final decision has been given against him, 
has been restored by the Supreme Government to the post which he held pre- 
vious to his suspension, In the ‘“‘ Weld case” also the Madras Government has 
restored Mr. Weld to his former appointment. In both these cases, and parti- 
cularly in the latter, the magistrates who have been found fault with are not 
worthy of the mercy shewn to them; and when they have been leniently dealt 
with, their cases do not prove a lesson to.others. Another great disadvantage 

results from their restoration to their former posts. Those who took co 
to complain against them, have to remain in fear of suffering from their ini- 
mical feelings towards them ; and seeing this condition of these persons, other 
persons are checked from making complaints against those officers. It is wise, 
therefore, that leniency of the kind mentioned above should not be shewn to- 
wards these officers. (The Jame Jamsed (45) and the Akhbdri Sowdagdr (46) 
of the same date also express satisfaction with the State Secretary’s decision in 
this case, and expect that it will be beneficial tothe Natives). = 


/ 


The Rast Goftdér (47) of the 27th May contains a leader, headed ‘The 
Gazette's Conversion.” The Bombay Gazette, observes the Rast Goftdr, has ever 
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7 
opposed. the proposals to alter the arbitrary form of Indian Government and to 
a 


replace it by ular or representative constitution, Whenever it was said 
that the rule in India should be carried on under the authority of the British 


Parliament ; that Indian representatives should be admitted into the parliament gi 


that more share in the administration of their country should be given to the 
Natives, and they should be given responsible posts in the Government ; that the 
entrance of the Natives into the Covenanted Civil Service of their own count 

should be made more easy ; and propositions of a similar kind for the ameliora- 
tion of the Indian administration were set forth, we have seen the Bombay Gazette 
stoutly ing these proposals. It laughed at the idea, that the government of 
India by the British was conducted with the object of ameliorating the condition 
of the Natives ; it considered the good and virtuous intention of the English 
Government to teach the Natives the improved art of self government, hotkiing 
but a deception ;.it opined that India did not require a representative Govern- 
ment; it showed itself a zealous admirer of the idea of ‘‘ preserving the Indian 


Empire, which has been conquered by the sword, by that sword itself”; it ex- 


pressed the opinion that Englishmen should rule the Natives kindly and justly, 
but severely and rigidly; it said that all high posts, all power and all influence 
should remain in the hands of Englishmen, and the Natives should remain 
happy under the severe rule of English officers, and well overawed by it. In 
short, it ever advocated that India was not England; that parliamentary rule 
well befitted the latter country, but. it would not do at all in the Indian depen- 
dency ; in India the British rule must be kind yet arbitrary, and the Governor- 
General must be an arbitrary “despot”. The Bombay Gazette, which advocat- 
ed such extreme opinions, has, in the course of a single week, veered round 
and changed its views. It has raised a great question of important adminis- 
trative improvement. The question proposes to deprive the Governor-General 
of an important power His Excellency holds. It wants the Parliament to exer- 
cise over the Indian Empire more authority than it does at present. It ad- 
vocates the abolition of despotic rule, and the substitution in place of it of the 
English constitutional form of Government. This sudden .alteration of its for- 
mer views has been shewn by the (azetie in its discussion of the now notorious 
case of Mr. Fuller of Agra. The suddenness of the change creates a-suspicion 
as to the sincerity of the Gazette in thus advocating altered views. The 
Rdst Goftdr briefly narrates the progress of the case until its going up before 
the Secre of State, and observes that Lord Salisbury has given his 
decision in favour of our Viceroy. The State Secretary has decided, that 
the claim set forth by the High Court of the. North-West Provinces to be 
independent of the Indian Viceroy, is not just. The Judges of the Indian 
High Courts are not appointed by the Parliament like the Judges of England ; 
they are appointed by Her Majesty the Empress, who alone enjoys the power 
of retaining or dismissing them, as clearly stated in the document constituting 


the High.Courts. When Her Imperial Majesty holds the power to appoint, 


dismiss or to censure the Judges of the High Court, the same powers 
are enjoyed by the Viceroy, who is her representative in India. And Lord 
Lytton, in taking the action he has adopted in the Fuller case, has simply ex- 
ercised the power he holds from his Imperial employer, and has only discharged 
his duty. The High Court of the North-West Provinces wants to protest 
against this just decision of the State Secretary; and it seems that the High 
Courts of Bengal and of other presidencies will join it. The Bombay Gazette 
wants the whole of India to join in this protest. It recommends the Native 
» which it has scorned before, to take up the subject, support the protest of 

the High Court, and oppose the authority of the Viceroy. The Gacette says that 


‘the in amigo of the High Courts must be preserved before every other 


thing ; they ought not to be subordinate to the Viceroy ; their power to give 


decisions against the Government ought not to be allowed to receive a shock, 
and the High Ccurt J udges should be made responsible to the Parliament alone. 
All these arguments of the Gazette, observes the Rdst Goftdr, are highly ap- 
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provable. The questions raised by the High Courts of the North-West Pro- 
““vinces are really advantageous to the Indian public. Jt would be really a great 


step in advance in the Indian administration, if the claim to the inde ence 
_ of the Indian Courts were admitted, and would be considered a great mght and 


liberty obtained by India. However, the Rdst Goftdr hopes the Native Press 
will not accept the invitation held out by the Gazette. For, says the Rdst Goftar, 
the Viceroy has made no attempt whatever to deprive the High Courts of their 

wer to give impartial decisions which they enjo under the law. His Excel- 
Ley has exercised the etapa of censuring a High Court when it quietly passes 
over @ decision of a Judge subordinate to it, which throws a blot on the sacred- 
ness of British justice. The Viceroy has not interfered with a legal decision 
of the High Court, but has only pointed out a mistake made in connection with 
the relation of the High Court with the subordinate courts. It is just that even 
this small power should remain in the hands of the Parliament instead of those 
of the Viceroy. But the law has given His Excellency this power; and if he 
is not to exercise it, who else can do so? 


The Ahmedabad Samachar (54) of the 23rd May, but received on the 27th, 
opens with a leader, headed “ Gaikwdéri in Ahmedabad.” The Samédchdr has 
heard that on Tuesday last the Police of Ahmedabad exercised tyranny in one 
place iri that city. There is a masjid near Séranpur Golwad. The manage- 
ment of this building has been with a Syad for generations together, and it is 
at present in the hands of an heir of the Syad. This Syad and his ancestors 
mortgaged or sold the estates in their hands and appropriated to their own use 
the realizations thereof. Though Government is aware of this state cf things, 
it has not up to this day called upon the Syad or his heir to account for the 
estate. Notwithstanding this, the Inspector of Police at Ahmedabad suddenly 
visited the masjid and ordered the weavers, the potters, &c., who are the mortga- 
gees of the portions of the building in their respective possessions, to vacate the 
rooms in their possession, as the building was heirless. These persons informed 
the Inspector that they had come into possession of the portions in their hands 
either as owners or mortgagees on payment of money to the Syad. The In- 

tor paid no attention to this representation, and forcibly drove them out of 
- building. It is said that some of these persons were beaten and their wares 
injured. in getting possession of the building. The Inspector ordered'a car- 
penter to remove his timber from the place ; but on the latter asking for a 
written order, he was not molested any more. Itis also said that the Inspector 
did not get the room of the masjid vacated in which Mr. Gajénand Withal, the 
Inspector of Ahmedabad, has stored some grass. After stating that the 
_ above particulars have been received from a reliable source, the Samdchdr 
observes, that even in the case in which a person has obtained possession by 
improper means, any one who wants to dispossess him, must adopt legal measures 
to do so. Notwithstanding such being the law, the Police has acted illegall 
and improperly in exercising tyranny to obtain possession of the masjid. It is 
not known as yet under what authority or whose orders the Inspector of Police 
has done this act. : | 


The Famine tn the Deccan. 


The Shubha Suchak (14) of the 25th May, but received on the 27th, — 


with a leader headed ‘‘ What Arrangement has Government made to protect Poor 
but Respectable Families from the Effects of the Famine?’ The new 
ments which Government has made since the commencement of the current 


month in connection with the famine, will surely. protect the r ryots both. 


strong and weak from starvation. But there are in the afilic districts some 
poor but respectable families, who from old inveterate social’ prejudices would 
rather die of starvation in their houses than work as common aseden at the 
relief works for bread or resort to common almshouses. In the late Bengal 
famine Government was kind and indulgent enough to make a separate provi- 
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sion for the protection of persons of this last mentioned class, The Suchak 
fully admits that the prejudices referred to above are very silly and unreason- 


able, and do not deserve any encouragement. They are one of the great curses 
_ of this unfortunate country. They are, however, too old and too deeply rooted 
to be eradicated at once. The humane English Government will not allow 


these deluded people to die of starvation in this famine, but will be merciful 


enough to do something for them, as it did during the recent Bengal famine. 


The number of such persons, the Suchak believes, cannot be very great, and 
therefore the expenses of their maintenance during a few months cannot he very 
large. 

The Kalpataru (16) of the 27th May is very glad to see the good and very 
useful work of clearing the Sidheshwar Tank at Sholdpur recently commen- 
ced, and very heartily praises and thanks Mr. Percival, the Collector, for starting 
this relief work in the very nick of time. It will provide ample work to the 
relief seekers, and at the same time will prove of very great use to the people of 
Sholépur by securing to them a good and “a supply of water. Raw Saheb 
Narayan Ballal Jogalekar, the Mdmlatdér of Sholdpur, is entrusted with the 
supervision of this work, and he is performing this duty most satisfactorily. The 
Kalpataru, however, makes one or two suggestions for the consideration of the 
good Mémlatdér. It is said that only weak people are employed on this work, 
while the strong-bodied ones are refused admission. The Kalpataru deprecates 
this exclusion, and requests that all labourers may be employed without-any dis- 
tinction. For the work is sufficiently large, and has to be performed within a — 
comparatively short period, and, therefore, it can accommodate all relief seekers, 
both strong-bodied and weak. ‘The writer also suggests that labour should be 


‘exacted from these labourers with a reasonable degree of strictness. He also 


suggests that the swarms of beggars who now pester the inhabitants of Shola4pur 
should be compelled, as far as possible, to go and work at this large public work, 
and thus the town should be relieved of their great muisance. 


Native States. 


The Samsher Béhddur (53. of the 25th May, but received on the 27th, con- 
tains a communicated article, the writer of which observes, that of late some of 
the Native papers have been making adverse comments upon the administra- 
tions of the Native States of Jundgarh and Nawdnagar. But the editors of these 
papers ought to ascertain what the‘ condition of these States was before the 
present administrations, and what it is now, before trusting to the effusions of 
their young and inexperienced correspondents and animadverting upon the 
existing administrations. Itill becomes the sacred duties and dignity of the 
Press, to trust and fall foul so blindly; and it is highly unbecoming for the 
Gujarat Mitra (41) and Hitechchhu of Ahmedabad (43), which are so very 
respectable, to forget their duties and give themselves up to abuse the adminis- 
trators of these States. The State of Nawdnagar was long subject to the attacks 
of the white ants (official plunderers). The former k4rbhéris of this State and 
their underlings have robbed it of all its treasury, and steeped it deep into debt. 

he present administrators have to perform the Herculian task of ridding the 
State of such unscrupulous servants, and clearing the great debt with which it is 
encumbered. They are slowly doing this work ; and those who blame them for 
not doing it faster, are certainly ignorant of State craft and the difficulties of it. 
The Diw4n thus paid off half of the large debt bequeathed by the former 
inistrators, He has made some sound arrangements for the Revenue, Judicial 

and Police Departments, and is making more. He has brought to light exten- 
sive peculations, and is discreetly disposing of the cases, without letting a 
general complaint rise up and retard the work of improvement which he is 
Ma Proseouting. He has also abolished the evil practice of taking nazaré- 


writer, after thus praising the Diwan, advises the Jdém to let the 
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‘to do this and/allows himself to be influenced by evil advisers who surround 


- Diwdn ‘complete the good work and to be led by his advice. Ifthe Jém fails 


him, he will have to eat the bitter fruit of this own folly. 


_. The same, in a leader, headed “ Pélanpur,” observes that though the Naw4b 
of this State has, with the view of improving his r4j, enacted laws and estab- 
* ‘jished courts of justice, these means of amelioration have proved a mere show, 


jt has become very hard for poor people to obtain justice. This state of eng 


and do not afford the advantages they ought to produce. Several officers of the. 


State set aside the law of the State, and substitute in place of it their own 
free-will. Hence the ryots of the Naw4b do not get even-handed justice. Those 
who can command recommendations, attain their objects by unfair means, and 


continues the Samsher, has arisen from a want of due discretion in bestowing the 

pointments. ‘Though there are Government orders not to bestow any post 
i authority and responsibilisy on persons who are sunk in debt, several such 

rsons are employed in this State, and people loudly complain against them. 

o attention having been paid to this popular complaint, these officials have 
understood that there is no body to call them to account for any improper acts, 
and they extort money from the parties coming before them, and sell justice. 
There are no independent and respectable wakils to protect the rights of the 
clients. The Samsher prays the Nawé4b to give his immediate attention to this 
scandalous state of things, and to remove such officers from his State and to 
supply their places by appointing honest and educated persons, before the com- 
plaint reaches, through the means of newspapers, the Political Superintendent, 
whe will, when he knows of its existence, not fail to remove it soon. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
. Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 5th June 1877. 
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The Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 4th June has a long leader, headed ‘‘ A Secret 


Increase of Ill-feeling between the Government and its Subjects, in Consequence 
of the Natives having no Voice in the Administration of the oy | ; its Future 
Effects; and a Suggestion to the English Government.” The English rulers 
taught the Natives what are the rights of the subjects; what is properly meant 
by security of the person and property ; what is consulting the subjects in the 

inistration of a Giversmant and such other principles of an enlightened 
and liberal Government. They also promised the Natives that they would 
scrupulously protect their rights; they would preserve their old privileges, and 
consult them from time to time in the conduct of the administration of their 
country. These magnanimous promises greatly contributed to extend and con- 
solidate the great and extensive empire which they have established in this old 
and vast country, so far removed from their own, by creating a feeling of con- 
fidence ‘and loyalty in the hearts of the Native subjects towards their alien 
rulers. The people fondly believed that, as they would qualify themselves by 
acquiring the necessary knowledge and by showing public courage, proper 
loyalty and such other requisite qualifications, they would gradually obtain a 
voice in the administration of their own country, and that the liberal promises 
the English rulers have given them from time to time would be fulfilled. But 


the English rulers seem to have forgotten those promises. They still remain a 


dead-letter and on paper only. Their policy is growing more and more exclu- 
sive. ‘I'he Viceroy in his speech in the Imperial Assemblage of the 1st January 
has informed the Natives that, in order to obtain admission to important and 
high posts in the administration, it is not enough to possess knowledge only. 
The aspirants must also have the qualifications of ont morality and sincere 
loyalty. The result of this would be that, the authorities would never believe 
the Natives to possess a good morality and true loyalty, and would never give 
them any voice in the administration. Thus, one is forced to say that the 
English rulers give high-sounding promises to the Natives, simply to delude 
them with only empty hopes. This conduct of Government is, however, unjust 

and detrimental to the true interests of both the Government and the ryots. 


The true and wise policy of a foreign Government is to preserve its subjects 


contented, and not only to give them no cause of, dissatisfaction, but to give 
them a reasonable share in the administration of their country. But some 
Englishmen openly say that it is dangerous to allow the Natives any share or 
Voice even in the common affairs connected with the administration. The 
Natives secretly complain of this entire exclusion of theirs. It is true that 


they are powerless and their discontent: can do no injury to the Government, | 


which is overwhelmingly powerful. But the wise English Government need 
hot be told that this sécret growth of discontent is not very desirable. Some 
Englishmen ex press anger at this feeling of discontent of the Natives and 
threaten to punish it severely. But this is as just and reasonable as it is to be 
angry with a person who is hungry and importunately asks for food, or is 


thirsty and loudly begs for water. The vindictive obstinacy shewn in the: 


Case of the ex-Géikwér; the too frequent-disregard shewn by Europeans towards 
the life of the Natives, and their treatment as mere beasts; the preference en- 
vinced just now by the authorities to the saving of money before the lives of 
the s arving ryots of the famine-districts ; and other similar acts are secretl 

fostering a feeling of discontent in the. minds of the people. Such a feeling 


cannot lead to good results. History abounds in instances of such a bad feeling 


between the rulers and their subjects leading to the ruin of kingdoms. The 


Natives of India are naturally a very peaceful, quiet and A iasd apa gd 


People. They also sincerely wish permanence to the British rale, to whi 
they are indebtac 


the 
The British rulers, however, should not treat.them as mere nobodies and force 
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1, and they are grateful for manifold and valuable ‘blessings. 


4 


- them to cherish an ill-feeling towards them ; but on the other hand, should show 
them confidence, should give them a fair trial, and allow them a due share and 
voice in the administration of their own country. 3 eat 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 3rd June, referring to the dispatch of the 
Secretary of State for India on the famous Fuller case upholding the views of 
the Viceroy, observes that Mr. Leeds, the Magistrate who disposed of the case, 
had discretion, according to law, to dispose of the case himself, or to send it up 
to the sessions, though, it is true, he did not make a wise use of this discretion. 
This discretionary power, says the Opinion, given to the Magistrate by the new 
Criminal Procedure Code, ‘is the real root of the evil under consideration; and 
it is difficult to say how long the ryots will have to suffer from the mischievous 
results of this objectionable law. It is much to be regretted that the great 
authorities do not see this real root of the evil and take steps to mend it. 
Referring to the views of the Secretary of State that, as the Viceroy is the 
representative of Her Majesty the , Coe in India and Her Majesty has the - 
power of appointing, dismissing or censuring the Judges of the Indian High 
Courts, the Viceroy also enjoys the power as the representative of Her Majesty, 
the Native Opinion differs from this view, and observes that the simple fact of 
the Viceroy being the representative of Her Majesty, is not enough to give 
him all the important powers and privileges of the crown. The Opinion hopes 
that Parliament will finally decide this grave question, and declare the Indian 
High Courts to be entirely independent of the executive Government. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 4th June devotes a leader to the notice of 
the final decision of the Secretary of State for India on the notorious Weld case 
of Madras. The Dnydn Prakdsh praises very highly and heartily the English 
Government for its wise and liberal policy in the matter of the religions of its 
Indian subjects, and for its general anxiety to keep its Indian subjects content- 
ed with its rule. A complete toleration in the matter of religion is one of the 
greatest boons which India enjoys under the British Government, and which 
she never had under any of her former foreign rulers. The British Govern- 
ment is not only tolerent, but it is generally just and equitable. There is no 
doubt that some of its officers, now and then, act unjustly and tyrannically ; 
but the blame of their reprehensible acts cannot be justly and reasonably laid 
to the account of Government, unless Government gives its sanction by uphold- 
ing those acts when complained against in a regular way. The Weld case and 
the celebrated Fuller case equally prove that the general intentions of the high 
authorities are excellent, and that they mean to deal with the native popula- 
tion justly, impartially, and liberally. It is true that cases of injustice and 
tyranny are more tenaciously remembered by the public than those of impartia- 


lity generosity ; but this is a lamentable failing of man, and one to be observed | 


in all countries and at all times. It cannot be denied, however, that these. 
‘Impartial and wise decisions of Lord Salisbury will have a very beneficial effect 
on the conduct of the officials of this country. 


The Mahdrdstra Mitra (5) of the 81st May, but received on the 3rd June, 
opens with a leader, headed ‘‘Is there any Remedy for the Wicked Conduct 


of the Europeans towards the Natives”? ‘‘ The vices of strange cruelty, wicked- 


ness, blindness from power, selfishness and obstinacy have become striking] 


apparent in the conduct of Europeans since the assassination of Lord Mayo in 
the Andaman Island.” The brunt of these vices, we regret to observe, of the | 
enlightened and faithful followers of Christ now-and then falls on the unfortu- | 


nate and helpless natives of this country. To kill a Native has become avery 
common thing. It is too notorious to need any instances to be adduced to sup- 
ee it. After these and a few more observations of a similar nature, the writer 
riefly refers to the case, given in a recent number of the Indu ,Prakdsh (1), of 
an assault said to have been made by Mr. Todd, one of the Assistants to the 
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Collector of Ratnégiri, on a Native gentleman, named Mr. Morobé Winobé, in a 
coasting steamer, and. observes that this conduct makes Mr. Todd evidently 
unfit to hold the post of a civilian officer! Men like Mr. Todd should be 
transferred to the Military Department, where their choleric temper may prove 
of service to Government. : 


The Swadesh Mitra (29) of the 2nd June, but received on the 3rd, referring 
to the statement made by the Times of India on what it considers to be good - 
authority, that the Secretary of State for India has decided to disallow the 
claim of the Nizam to the restoration to him of the province of Berar, observes 


-, that the grounds on which the Secretary of State has come to this decision are 


not known as yet, and the dispatch containing these grounds will certainly be 
read with a keen interest in India, and particularly in the darbars of the Native 
States. In short, adds the Swadesh Mitra, the E lish Government has .now 
formally become an imperial power. The Native States are mere puppets in 
its hands, and must dance as.it will cause them to dance. To bring forward 
claims without any power to back the enforcement of those claims, 1s only to 
draw on the claimants the ridicule of the world. Let this be well borne in mind 
by the managers of the Native States. At present they live under the imperial 
rule. The da¥s when the English sought permission of the Native Rajds by 
humble prayers have gone away. The days when English Officers made sup- 
een in the darbdrs of Hyderabad and of the Peshw4r, by making low 

ows and falling on their knees have long since ended. These are days when 
am Englishman can kick and beat Natives. There is no doubt that the Native 
ryots are happy and pleased to read in the State proclamations the high-sound- 
ing phrases, that the English Government is merciful; it is just; it never 
interferes with the religions of its ryots ; it makes no distinction between white 
and black colors; &c. For the bse Babe: allows the ryots to earn some 
sort of food however coarse it may be.’ It gives at least one pound of corn in 
these days of famine. What more can be done by the officers of Her Imperial 
Majesty ? sarcastically asks the writer. The eyes of our Government will open 
only when this country will be reduced to utter poverty, when Government 
will be unable to realize its taxes, when the land will be left uncultivated, and 
when the country will be fearfully attacked by great pestilences. While two: 
decades have scarcely passed over the great mutinies, the seeds of discontent 
have x eee d commenced to be sown. This state of things is not creditable to 
the political foresight of our sagacious rulers. Whether the refusal to restore 
Berar to its rightful owner will not add to this, discontent, is a question which 
the Mitra begs to leave to wise and thoughtful observers to decide.. 


The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 8rd June opens with a leader, headed “ The 
European Head-masters of the High Schools.” The Mitra observes that though 


strong arguments have been repeatedly advanced against the appointment of - 


Europeans as head-masters of our high schools, Government, it is very much to 
be regretted, does not open its eyes to this just complaint of the people. Mr. 
Forrest, the present Head Master of the Surat High School, took leave of absence 
and went to Europe within twelve months from the time he took charge of the 
school. On his return he was scarcely a year doing the duties of his post, when 
he again took leave of absence and went to Europe last week. Such European 

ead-masters do not remain at their posts for any length of time, and devolve 
their work on their Native Assistants. The Native head-masters do their duties 
_ Satisfactorily and improve the schools placed under them; and yet Government 
18 not willing to confirm them in their places. A Native head-master cannot 
obtain leave of absence as frequently as is granted to Mr. Forrest. ‘The Euro- 
pean masters not only obtain leave of absence, but get pay during their absence. 
If this 1s no wrong use of the public funds, what else can that be? Mr. Jam- 
setji A’rdesar Dalél and Mr. Ambdlél Sdkarldl are able, experienced and tried 
teachers, and are ten times better than Mr. Forrest ; but Government would not 
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confirm them in the place and give them a proper salary. Mr. Ambélél at last 
gave up the hope of obtaining a suitable place under Government, and accepted 


an appol tment in the Géikwdri State. Has not the Educational Department 


sustained a great loss in losing the services of such an able and experienced 
teacher as Mr. Ambélal? . | 


The same, in another leader, observes that though the English rule has 
been well and firmly established in this country, and the Native populations are 


thoroughly controlled and quietly submit to whatever their English rulers are - 


pleased to do with them, it has two dangers from which it must always protect 
itself, one internal and the other external. On the one hand, it must guard 
‘itself from the Native Princes and the Native populations; and, on the other 


hand, from possible external enemies, such as the Russians, the Germans, the © 


French, &c. The English rulers appear to the Guzerat Mitra to have given 
their exclusive attention to the former danger only. They have succeeded in 
making the Native Princes and the Native populations quite harmless and even 
impotent. ‘They have not only been deprived of their arms but of even the last 
trace of martial spirit. They have altogether forgotten the art of war and of 
manufacturing and preparing its necessary instruments. But, in the opinion of 
the writer in the Guzerat Mitra, the rulers have overdone the. thing, and com- 
mitted a great mistake in so thoroughly demartializing the whole nation and 
rendering it unfit for the purposes of war. They will one day discover this 
error and will grievously repent of it. The two dangers mertioned above are, 
no doubt, true dangers, and every wise Government ought to provide itself 
against them. But the internal danger is by far, the lighter of the two; and 
what is done to crush it completely, renders the Government less capable to 
meet the other successfully. When the subjects of a Government are demartia- 
lized and rendered incapable of being useful for purposes of war, they become 
incapable not only of rising against their lawful rulers, but equally incapable of 
aiding them in repelling a foreign invasion. Then referring to the war which 
isnow raging between Russia and Turkey; the Guzerat Mitra observes that 
while Russia is apparently looking at Turkey she is casting side glances towards 
India. Whom would not its vast and fertile plain tempt to covet her posses- 
sion? They have already excited the cupidity of many distant foreign nations, 
and will excite the same feeling in many in future. If our present wise rulers 
would foster a martial spirit in her millions; train them properly for military 
exploits, and would keep them contented by a just and impartial administration, 


they might safely defy any foreign power. India enjoys very excellent natural. 


defences. Moreover, her population is naturally peaceful and loyal. It loves 


and respects the English rule to which it is indebted for manifold blessings. _ 


The writer then shows the groundlessness of the distrust which the English 
rulers evince towards their Native subjects and the Native Chiefs. The Native 
Chiefs and the Native populations may become very useful allies and helpers to 
the English rulers in defending the country from any foreign aggression ; but 
they can-never be very formidable foes to them as rebels. ‘They are too many 
and too ignorant to unite together and act in concert for any length of time. 
The country contains many races who can be made into very good and efficient 
soldiers ; and if the British rulers will train them properly to the use of arms, 
they may laugh at Russia or any other large power of Europe oof Asia. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (44) of the 4th June expresses satisfaction with the 
decision of the Secretary of State, in regard -to the objections raised by the 
Covenanted Civilians of the Bombay Presidency, on the appointment of Mr. 
Gopdlraw Hari Deshmukh as the Joint-Judge and Session: Judge of Tanna. 
Lord Salisbury’ has given just and satisfactory decisions on two questions relat- 
ing to the relationship between the Europeans and the Natives of this country. 

uestions arose in the now celebrated cases of Mr. Fuller of Agra and 
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Mr, Wald of Madras. His Lordship has added a third decision to the above 


+ 


7 


+> 


\ 


two, which is equally just and impartial. On the appointment of Mr. Gopdlréw 
Deshmukh, the Covenanted Civilians appealed to His Lordship, stating that his 
appointment infringes upon the conditions of the covenant made with them 
by Government and trusting which they have taken service in India. His 
Lordship has replied to them, that the appointment of Mr. Deshmukh is both 
legal and just, and the memoralists have no grounds to be disaffected with it. 
The memoralists, however, are not satisfied with this decision of the Secretary 
of State, and want to carry their complaint into Parliament. The Samdchdr 
prays Parliament to give due weight to the following considerations when the 
etition of the Bombay Civilians comes before it for discussion and consideration. 
The Parliament or the Government ought to duly protect the rights of the 
Natives. Government has given promises to the Natives to admit them to a 
due share in the administration of their country ; and if the objections raised by 
the Covenanted Civilians are to be admitted, the Natives will ever remain ex- 


eluded from having a share in the government of their country, and the Govern- | 


ment will never be able to fulfil its promise. 


_ The Jame Jamsed (45) of the 6th June reviews the frequently made com- 
plaint of the Native Press, that the last grade servants of the Medical Depart- 
ment of Government, called “ medical pupils,” get very inadequate pay, and, as 
usual, requests Government to make an adequate increase in their salaries. 
These subordinates have to perform a good deal of hard work. They have to 
give medicines to the sick persons lying in hospital. They have also to dispense 
medicines to the out-door patients of the hospitals; and this latter work they 
have to perform for three or four consecutive hours, all the while standing. They 
are also transferred from one place to another, often hundreds of miles distant 
from each other. And yet they are paid eight or ten rupees per month. This 
small salary is quite insufficient, particularly to those who are married men. 
The promotion of these low-paid servants is very slow. It takes at least twenty 
years’ service for a medical pupil to get a salary of rupees sixty per mensem,— 
the pay received by a First Hospital Assistant. Government is requested to 
increase the salaries of these humble but useful servants. : 


A correspondent of the same of the 8th June, writing from Rdjkot, under 
date the 4th instant, states that some discontent has spread in the Native 
regiment stationed at Rajkot. The cause of the dissatisfaction is that a Euro- 
pean who does not hold a commission has been made to supersede a Native 
commissioned officer. On Saturday last the regiment was out for parade, in 
commemoration of the birth-day of Her Imperial Majesty the Empress; and 
Lieutenant Mayhew being absent on account of illness, the command of the 
regiment was assumed by Sergeant-Major Hausse, who thereby overrode the 
claims of a-Native commissioned officer. The latter officer holds his commission 
- from His Excellency the Governor in Council, while the former has received 
his commission from the Military Head-Quarters only. 


The Rast Goftdr (47) of the 8rd June, in an article, headed ‘“‘ The Fountain- 
head of Justice,” observes that the whole hope of India depends on the justice 
of England, and recently three fresh instances worthy of notice have occurred, 
proving that if India will duly represent her grievances to England, she is 
sure to obtain redress from that fountain: head ¢ of justice. Then the writer 
successively refers to the despatches of the Secretary of State for India on the 
obnoxious Revenue Jurisdiction Bill, asking the Government of India to mend 
those inequitous clauses which removed the claims of private parties ‘to a whole 
Qr partial exemption from the Government assessment on their lands, from the 
jurisdiction of the Civil Courts; and to the dispatches of the same august autho- 
rity on the famous Weld and Fuller cases respectively of Nagdépatém and of 


Agra, and ice the just, liberal and impartial views of His Grace the 


Duke of Buc ingham in the former and of His Excellency the Viceroy in the 
- The Rdst Goftdr gives extracts from each of these great documents. \ 
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The Famine tn the Decean. at a 


A co ndent of the Native Opinion (2), writing from Sholépur under on 
date the 21st May, states that there is no sign as yet of any rain falling soon. 
More famished people are pouring into the town in numbers. There being no 
arrangements here to enable these poor people either to earn or obtain their 

livelihood, they are suffering the greatest privations and miseries. One cannot 
hear their bewailings and distressful cries. Hundreds are exposed to starvation. R. 
The few who are somewhat able to work, are obliged to go without food till they a 
succeed in getting admission to some relief-work and in obtaining wages. One _ reg 
need not speak of the miseries of those who are too weak or too sickly to work. 
Those who do not personally witness these scenes of unutterable woe and 
misery, can well say that the famine is well managed and everything goes on 
rightly. It is a misfortune to those who are doomed to witness ‘these heart- 
rending spectacles of the miseries undergene by their fellow-creatures. Old 
persons and young children who are much exhausted, have commenced to die 
fast. | 


A correspondent of the Belgaum Samdchdr (11) of the 4th June, writing from . 
, Nipdni, states that about 150 people of the eastern taluka of Athni have come | Ss 
to this town to seek a livelihood ; but there being no relief-work nor any public ae 
or private alms-house here, these poor persons try to get food by going about 
begging from morning till evening. Three individuals from among these people 
- died of starvation during the last week near the Government chdwdi in the 4 
-bazér. We have read in the newspapers, says the writer, that the kind-hearted . 
Reveriue Commissioner has issued a circular order to his subordinates, that work a 
must be provided. for the able-bodied and food must be given gratis to the weak “ 
and infirm among the famine-stricken ryots ; but this humane order seems not 
to have reached this town. The superior authorities will be kind enough to 
give their attention to this matter. ) 


Municipalities. 


- The Subodha Patrikd (24) of the 3rd June, after complaining of the filthy a 
conditions of the town of Bombay and of the carelessness of the Health Depart- 
ment in the proper discharge of its duties, observes that some people have . 
employed their own haldlkhors or sweepers to clean their privies ; but much 
pressure and oppression are exercised upon these people to employ the a 
sweepers of the Municipality, and the Haldlkhor cess is threatened to be extort- i — 


ed from them, even if they do not employ the yereners of the Municipality. ee 
Tn the opinion of the Patriké the Haldlkhor cess, like the water rate, is a 
' voluntary tax leviable only from those who are willing to use these conveniences i. 


afforded by the Corporation. If this view be wrong, let the Corporation public- 
iq Say so instead of secretly exercising unlawful pressure and threats to coerce 
the people to employ its own sweepers. The Patrikd also suggests that cases of 
municipal offences should not be allowed to be decided by Mr. Dosd4bhidi Framiji, 
who is the Chairman of the Municipal Corporation. The Patriké should not 
understood by this suggestion to question the honesty or impartiality of Mr. 
Dosdbhai, whom it believes to be a very worthy and impartial magistrate. Its 
objection is based upon a universally acknowledged principle of the wise 
English law,. that a party should never be allowed to be a judge in cases in 
which he is nearly or remotely concerned. | 


. The Surya Prakdsh (42) of the 2nd June, but received on the 3rd, com- 
plains that the Hope Bridge at Surat is not built according to the plan approv-. = 
| ed of by Mr. Hope. It is said, observes the Surya ‘Prakdsh, that Mr. Hope has ~ a 
a written strongly to Government, that if this bridge is not built according to . : : 
the plan submitted by him, and if it is carried away at any time by the floods ~ 
~—4n Pp 9—6 | | Soe 
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of the river Tapti, he should not be blamed by Government for this mishap. 
When such a warning has been received from this thoughtful and painstaking 
offiver, why has the bridge not been built according to the plan submitted by 
him? The work has been built by contract under the supervision of an Engi- 
-neer of the Public Works Department. It should, therefore, be at once ascer- 
tained by whose negligence the work has been allowed to be built in a manner 
not conformable to Mr. Hope's plans. If the fault of bad execution comes 
home to the contractor, he shayld be made to pay the cost of altering the bridge 
properly. If, on the other hand, the Engineer of the Public Works Depart- 
ment under whose supervision it has been built, is found’ to have committed 
negligence in not getting the work executed according to Mr. Hope’s plan, he 
should be made to pay the cost of the alteration. The Surya Prakdsh leas not 
see why either Government or the Municipality cf Surat should pay for heigh- 
-tening the bridge, if it has been improperly built through the negligence of 
aa the contractor or of the engineer under whose superintendence it has been 
built. : 


The Rést Goftdr (47) of the 8rd _ June, in a short leader, headed * Any but 
the Right Reason, ” after referring to some few figures, showing the increase in 
the rate of mortality in Bombay at the present time, observes that though the 
death-rate has frightfully increased in the city, the members.of the Town Council 
are looking at the matter unconcernedly and coolly. They are engaged in 
levying the municipal taxes and in gratefully ikhiowlatetne the services of the 
Health Officer. ‘I'he increased mortality is complacently attributed to the 
crowded state of the population and to the absence of a drainage system. These 
two defects are, no doubt, acknowledged facts. But the question at present is, 
not of the absolute but of the comparative mortality. Why have we a larger 
death-rate now than we had some years ago? Was our poor population living 
less crowdedly a few -years ago than now; or had we then a better system of 
drainage than we have now? If these questions are answered in the negative, 
(and they cannot be answered otherwise), then why should we have twice as 
great a mortality now as we had then? ‘Thus, it must be acknowledged 
that the reason given by the Town Council for this fact is any but the right one. 
The Council conceals the true cause, and is trying to throw dust into_ our eyes. 
The rate-payers understand the true cause,—and that it is the laziness of the 

resent Health Officer, who should be removed and one like Dr. Hewlett should 
brought into his place. bana 


The Yajdén Parast, (49) of the 3rd June also censures the Health Depart- 
ment of the city of Bombay for the increased death-rate prevailing in it, In 
former years the rate of mortality was 26 per thousand men. This year it has 
increased’ to three times that number. In_the week ending Tuesday last the 
number of deaths has been 858. This number is greater than that of the week 
immediately preceding it by 80. In the same week of last year there were 369 
deaths. - Is not then the death-rate of the present year frightening? asks the 
Parast, This great increase the Parast attributes to the increase of cholera 
and fever in Bombay, which it traces to the increase of filth in that city. The 
quarters inhabited hy the poorer classes are allowed to be verydirty. The 
— roads and streets of the town are in a similar condition. ill the 
ealth Department make any further delay in making the city clean and im- 
proving its sanitation ? asks the Parast. , 


Native States, 


The Daydn Prakash (3) of the 7th June, in a leader, headed ‘‘ His High- 
ness the Pant Sachiwa,” observes that the'almost complete fall of the Native. 
Powers in this country is far more to be attributed to the great and deplorable 
ignorance of the Native rulers of the art of government, than to the ambition 
or intrigues of any foreigners. The former were so palpably deficient in the 
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common skill of government that the latter were almost forced to interfere 


with their affairs, and the power naturally and unavoidably passed from the 
former to the latter. Every intelligent, and honest observer must admit this 
great, historical fact, and must acquit the English rulers, to a great extent, of 
any blame in the great revolution which has come over this old and vast 
country. The cases of Baroda, of Jath and Sdngli are the freshest instances 
which illustrate and support the truth of the above remarks. After these intro- 
ductory observations, and coming to the subject of the article as indicated by 
its heading, the writer states that of late complaints are heard regarding the 
mismanagement of the little Native State of Bhor. The ruler of this little State 
is a young man of no experience. When he was declared competent to manage 
his State, at the recommendation of Mr. Arthur, the late Collector and Political 
Agent of Satara, Government does not.seem to have been quite convinced of 


his competency, and, therefore, it gave him an old and experienced Kérbhari, 


and advised him to go by his advice. The subsequent conduct of the Chief 
does not show that he liked the control of the old Kérbhari, Mr. Keso A'ppaji. 
He was made a First Class Magistrate, and has begun to conduct the affairs of his 
State independently of his Karbhari’s advice. He bégan by dismissing the old 
and experienced servants of the State, and surrounding himself with new friends, 
favourites of his own selection, and acting according to their promptings. These 
new friends and favourites are not persons of any ability or wisdom ; but several 
of them are, on the contrary, men of law, position and character. The Chief 
is warned of the evil consequences of bad and low company, and the instances 
of the ex-Gdikwér and the Chief of Sangli are once more adduced in support of 
the warning. It is said that Mr. Moore, the good Collector of Satara, has pri- 
vately informed the Chief of the great.error he is committing, and has advised 
him to reform it at once, by conducting his affairs under the advice of Mr. 
Keso A’pp4ji. The Chief is asked to open his eyes in time and mend his con- 
duct at once. The Political Agent is also requested to insist on his good ad- 


vice being strictly and fully carried out. This he will be generous enough to 
do in the interests of this little Native State. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 12th June 1877. 3 


BOMBAY : PRINTED AT THE GOVERNMENT CENTRAL PRESS, 
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Reporter on the Native Press. 
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CONFIDENTIAL) . 


REPORT 
| ON 
NATIVE PAPERS 


For the Week ending 16th June 1877. 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


No. Names of Newspapers, Place of publication. | Edition, of copies 


ANGLO-MARA’THI. 


1 | The Indu Prakésh ...........seee+0+++++-| Bombay ..........--] Weekly ...| 13200 
*2 so SRUNO IID occ ciicastcnrpccsccnecodl |) AOGb |” dksccccgvecs]. Sa oe 400 


8 | 4, Dny&n Prakfsh  ..........ccccceeeeee| POOMS s...s.00eee0004| Bi-weekly ...1 700 
4 sg - OR VOUEGD «in ccncdscccecsdecedcisdicacd AMM cd ccdcdeccccsesl WORT" Val BUS 


one 250 
6 { ,, Bodha Sudhfkar ...........ccccc00] DO. seereeseeeee| Do, io 275 


p.: Dayle Chakaha..........cssescessseccce] SOOM ccvesccccoscese] | IOs «+| 1,000 
pl 325 


*5 | ,, Mah&r&stra Mitra ....,..0ccccecseseee| SAtATArcrccesecceeeee] Do, 


a] 


8 ie MATE gc occendcnceladssivconncctcd SRUMDUAY siscvseseseck aes 
| MARa‘THI. 
D §} BAO BIOROUAIA.... 5. cccocscccscccpacesecsccel CMMMscccongscosccec] WT OUMET 


10 sos: MUMMII TEEIED. cocnctiscvetsacessccesorcce] AMMMMMIRIEE sicccovnsl Alte 175 
11 | ,, Belgaum Samfchér .................| Belgaum............. Do, od 1900 
12 | , Wartamén Dipiké ..................] Bombay ....0....0 Do. «| 200 
13 » Nydya Sindhu ‘cia eaeeacialwowkinsen Ahmednagar ......| Do. ‘a 185 
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The Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakash (1) of the 11th June has a leader, headed ‘ The Relation 
between the Paramount Government and its Feudatories, and the Unjust Dealing 

of the Former with the Latter.” In the first portion of the article, the writer ac- 
_euses the English, in the earlier period of their connection with this country, of 

employing intrigues and diplomacy of a questionable character to foster and 
foment quarrels and feuds among the Native Princes and Chiefs, and of holding 
out fine, but insincere, promises to the Native populations. The writer then 
states that the status and importance of the Native Princes and Chiefs have been 
gradually lowered and diminished, as may be seen by comparing the proclama- 
tions issued by the British Government at different periods,—namely 1818, 1857, 
and 1877.. He says that there is a close connection between the well-being of 
the feudatory Native States and that of the paramount power; and, therefore, 
the latter ought to be as careful to watch over the one as over the other. But 
the Indu. Prakash is obliged to say, that the paramount English Government 
_ does not deal as justly with its Native feudatories asit should. Here the writer 

alludes to the late tuvoda question, to the rumoured decision of the Home 
Government not to restore the Berars to the Nizam, and to the unpleasant and 
uritating conduct of the British Government towards other Native Princes. The 
English rulers are all-powerful, and can treat the weak Native feudatories just 
as they please. But this conduct is sure to prove in the long run detrimental to 
its own real interest. The wise English Government ought to give its serious 


attention to this important subject, and to mend its errors in dealing with its 
Native feudatories. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 10th June, observes that, ‘“‘ We have been 
saying all along, since the revival of the eternal Eastern question, that it is just, 
necessary and wise that England should assist Turkey in defending herself 
from Russia, according to the treaty of Paris of 1856.” England, however, 
allowed herself to be Feluded by the outward appearances of Russia, and, fall- 
ing into the snares spread by that artful power, is doing injury not only to the 
interests of Turkey, but to her own. ‘This is the opinion, says the Natwe 
Yymansg not only of ourselves but of the world. Wisdom seems to have left 

ungland. Internal quarrels appear to have been raging among her statesmen. 
The two great political parties, the Liberal and the Conservative, are about to 
do a great injury to the cause of the country, in their extreme Jomouey of each 
other. Russia, by an artful stroke of diplomacy, having engaged England to a 
course of neutrality, threatens to realize one of the grand objects mentioned in 
the famous will of Peter the Great. After these remarks, the Opinion gives a 
free translation into Marathi of an article, headed ‘Catechism on the Indian 
Question,” in the Vanity Fair of the 5th May. 


The Dnyan Prakdsh (3) of the 11th June opens with a leader, headed 

“ Admission of Natives into the Military Service.” Natives have obtained ad- 
mission, more or less, to the higher posts in most of the various branches into 
which the Government service is divided ; but the higher posts in the Military 
Department are entirely closed to them. Is this exclusion the resalt of an in- 
herent want of fitness in the Natives to discharge the duties of those posts? 
This question, however, cannot be satisfactorily answered unless a reasonable 
and fair trial is made. History does not givea negative answer to the above 
query. The Rajputs and the Mardthée who successfully fought with the Ma- 
_Homedans and won back the country from them, cannot be reasonably said to 
lack the arene of good and successful soldiers. If properly trained and 
disciplined, they are sure to prove of great service to the British Government. 


No Native is so unreasonable as to ask-the authorities-to-put a Native officer m. 
command of a European regiment. But there should be no objection to give him 
@ Commission in a Native regiment. A Native officer is much better able than 
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_q European one, to understand the men under him and to treat them ig i 

It is not consistent with a wise and enlightened policy to distrust a whole 
nation. Confidence begets confidence; and if Government generously trusts 
the Natives, the latter are sure to return the confidence with cheerful and loyal 
gervice. ‘The Dnydn Prakdsh is very glad to inform its readers that the great 
authorities, both in England and India, entertain wise and liberal views on this 
important subject. In a recent despatch sent by the Secretary of State for India 
to the Government of India, on the subject of the re-organization of the Native 
Army, Lord Salisbury —— his approval of the plan of giving commissions 
to competent Native gentlemen in the Native regiments. The Dnydn Prakdsh 
heartily thanks the Secretary of State for the recognition of the principle, and 
earnestly hopes that the Government of India will be good enough to give due 
effect to this liberal principle. (The Native Opinion (2) of the 10th June, refer- 
ring to the above despatch of the Secretary of State for India, expresses some- 
what similar sentiments on the subject). 


The same of the 14th June in an article, headed “‘ The Case of Assault by 
Mr. Todd on Mr. Morob4 Vinob4,” observes that an outcry has prevailed for 
several years past, that Europeans behave insolently and in a high-handed 
manner towards the Natives. Nota couple of months pass without one hear- 
ing a complaint that some European has insulted, assaulted, or caused some 
injury to a Native. Several Europeans regard the Natives as mere nobodies, 
sad think that they can behave towards them just as they please. No doubt, 
there are some very honourable exceptions to what has been said above. But 
what has been described above is the sentiment of the majority of the Euro- 
ans living in this country. The Government of India has admitted the ex- 
istence of this reprehensible feeling in the European community residing in 
India. H.R. H. the Prince of Wales has also, during his visit to this country, 
short and flying as it was, discovered the same deplorable state of things, and 
was gracious enough to give at Home an expression to his conviction on the 
subject. ‘The Secretary of State for India also, in his despatch to the Govern- 
ment of India upholding the minute of the Viceroy on the famous Fuller case, 
has admitted that Europeans hehave high-handedly towards the Natives of 
India. Thus, the popular complaint mentioned above has received confirmation 
from the highest authorities in the empire; and, therefore, it behoves the great 
authorities to adopt the needful measures to remove it as speedily and as 
thoroughly as possible. . The Dnydn Prakdsh then complains that the cases of 
offences committed by Europeans against the Natives are invariably tried and 
decided by European officers, who are naturally favourably inclined towards the 
accused Ww fe are their own countrymen, and prejudiced against the prosecutors. 
The European magistrate or judge very naturally gives more weight to the state- 
ment of the accused than he does to the testimony of the Native witnesses ; and 
there is every chance of the Natives not obtaining due justice in such cases. 
This state of things leads to the spread of discontent among the Native popula- 
tion; and Government ought to do the needful to check this great evil. The 
writer then briefly refers to the case of assault which forms the heading of the 
article, and expresses dissatisfaction at the inadequacy of the punishment inflict- 
ed on the offender. The plea advanced by Mr. Todd that the tone and manner 
of Mr. Morobé was irritating as an extenuating circumstance, appears to the 
Dnydn Prakdsh as having no force whatever in this case. . Mr. Todd had no 
business whatever to pick a quarrel with Mr. Morobd and to create a row there. 
The facts of Mr. Todd’s being himself a magistrate, aggravates his aggressive 
conduct. His order to his peons to arrest Mr. Morob4 and his son was also 
illegal, and ought to have been taken account of by the deciding magistrate. 
In short, the punishment inflicted on Mr. Todd was altogether itadequate. 
Had Mr. Morob4 been the offender and Mr. Todd the wronged party, the deci- 
sion of the trying magistrate would have been different. (The Indu Prakdsh 
(1) and some other papers of the week also express their dissatisfaction at the 
inadequacy of the punishment inflicted on Mr. Todd in the above case.) — 
2NnP 16—6 | | 
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A correspondent of the Satya Shodhak (22) of the 10th June states that the 
public roads in the town of Ratndgiri have gone out of repair, and, therefore, 
the people using them experience much discomfort and inconvenience. ‘The 
writer also states that the road which goes from Ratndgiri to Shirgaon crosses 
the river of Partawana. There is an old bridge across this river, but it is very 
low and is completely flooded by the river in the monsoons. The vi 
situated to the north of Ratndgiri have only this road for their communication 
with the latter town. Ratndgiri draws its supply of rice chiefly from Shirgaon. 
The villagers are often obliged to use the above bridge while it is under water, 
and run the risk of meeting with fatal accidents. There ought to be constructed 
a higher and stronger bridge on this river. The attention of Mr. Crawford, the 
energetic and popular Collector of Ratndgiri, is earnestly ‘requested to remove 
these popular grievances as early as possible. The writer believes that the pro- 
ceeds of the local funds of the district are sufficient to meet the expenditure 
required for carrying out the above works. 


The Surya Prakdsh (42) of the 9th June, but received on the 10th, states, 
under the head local, that a few persons from the famine-stricken districts of the 
Deccan are said to have come to Surat, and, it is said, they resort to improper 
means to obtain their livelihood when they cannot get it by honest means. The 


authorities concerned are requested to take due steps for the protection of these 
unfortunate persons. | 


The Hitechchhu (43) of Ahmedabad of the 7th June, but received on the 
10th, states that a few months ago it had given in one of its issues, extracts from 
the account books of Jiwan Partdp, the Taldti of Kathoshan, showing that pro- 
visions were supplied by the Thakorji gratis to Raw Saheb Jewachhram Sat- 
wachhrém, the Deputy Educational Inspector of the Mahi Kanta and Pdlanpur 
divisions, the Thanadars of the zillah, and some employés of the Political Agent’s 
office, and a sum of money was given to the Kamd4wisdar of Viramg4m. None of 
the heads of these subordinates, except Dr. Biihler, has inquired into these mat- 
ters. ‘The Educational Inspector asked the Deputy personally, who thereupon 
denied all knowledge of it. Dr. Bihler wrote about the matter to the Political 
Agent of Mahi Kanta, who questioned Thakor Karansingji on the subject. ‘The 
‘Thakor has replied that he had purchased provisions from the Banid, and had . 
sent them to the Deputy Inspector, who, however, having refused to accept 
them, the same were consumed by the Thakor himself. The Hitechchhu leaves 
to its readers to. decide as to the improbability and falsehood of the circum- 
stance alleged to have occurred by the Thaikor. The Hitechchhu also asks, Why 
does not the Political Agent called for an explanation of the items entered in 
the Taldti’s book in the names of the other Government servants? If Govern- 


ment should give its attention to this matter, there is a probability of some 
improprieties coming to light. 


_ The Bombay Samdchér (44) of the 12th June notices the case in which Mr. 
Morobé Winob4 charged before Mr. Crawford, the Collector and Magistrate of 
Ratndgiri, Mr. Todd with having made an assault upon him in a steamer. The 
Samdachdr observes that a few days ago Mr. Johnston, the First Assistant Collector 
of Ratnagiri, it is stated, unknowingly shot a Native, who died from the effects of 
this shot, The conclusion of this case was not such as to be approved. Not 
many days have passed when Mr. Todd, the Second Assistant Collector of the 
same zillah, stands charged with an assault on a respectable Hindu inhabitant of 
Bombay. After stating the facts of the case, the Samdchdr observes that these 
facts shew that Mr. Todd created great alarm in the whole of the steamer, and 
particularly among the women of the family of Mr. Morob4, by his self-willed 
conduct, which was unbecoming in him as a European gentleman and an Assis- 
tant Collector and Magistrate. In giving his decision in this case, Mr. Crawford. 
has, no doubt, done justice not only to Mr. Morob4, but to the whole Native 
fommunity. This is satisfactory. But this case ought not toend here. It 
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ought to draw the attention of Government, which ought to take due notice of 
this conduct of Mr. Todd’s. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Poona, and noticing a case of 
- yobbery in which a Mérwé4ri Sowkér, residing in K4padwanj, named Rambhagat 
Sukhdew, was robbed of rupees five hundred in cash and documents worth 
about twelve thousand rupees, observes that the police of Poona is attempting 
hard to discover this robbery, but has not yet succeeded in doing so. Now-a-days 
robberies by breaking into houses and other crimes have considerably increased 
in Poona, but the police cannot discover any of the culprits. 


The Jame Jamsed (45) of the 11th June states thatthe case in which Mr. Morobé 
Winobé charged Mr. Todd with having made an assault on him on board-a-ship, 
has been decided, and the Magistrate of Ratnagiri, by whom the case was tried, 
has fined Mr. Todd in the sum of fifty rupees. The Government ought to call 
for a report on this case, and see whether Mr. Todd has or has not been appro- 
priately punished for the offence. This case is similar to the now notorious 
cases of Mr. Fuller of Agra and Mr. Weld of Madras. Civilians and conceited 
and haughty European officers exercise oppression on the Natives of the mofus- 
sil; and it behoves Government to give its due attention to such matters, and 
to appropriately punish those who are proved to have been guilty of such con- 
duct, that the punishment may prove a warning to other conceited and haughty 
- Europeans. Their Excellencies the Governor General and the Secretary of State 

for India have ordered that Europeans should conduct themselves well with the 
Natives of India, and the Local Governments ought to see that Europeans do 
not act otherwise. 


The Rast Goftdr (47) of the 10th June is exceedingly pleased with the 
arrangements of the levée, held on Saturday last in the ‘Government House at 
Malabar Point, by His Excellency the Governor, in commemoration of Her 
Imperial Majesty’s birth-day. To this levée, observes the Rdst Goftdr, Native 
gentlemen were principally invited, and they alone were received. However, 
there were present on this occasion a large number of high European officials 
and European gentlemen. There were to be seen His Excellency’s Secretaries 
and Aide-de-Camps, Admiral Corbett, the Judges of the High Court, the Advo- 
cate-General, the Municipal Commissioner, Health Officer, Police Commissioner, 
the Chairman of the Town Council, the principal members of the Chamber of 
Commerce, the principal officers of the Railways, and the heads of the Medical 
Department and of the Army andthe Navy. And all these received and talked 
to the Native gentlemen, wh numbered about three hundred. After His Ex- 
cellency had officially received the Native guests before the imperial throne, 
shaken hands with all and talked to some of them, they and the European. 
gentlemen mixed with each other in the veranda around the hall and in the 
refreshment room, and’spent ahappy evening. Sir Richard deserves the honour 
of taking a lead in the matter of removing the “ coldness” which exists between 
the Europeans and the Natives. This levée is the first which has given so 
- much honour to the Natives; and were it repeated a good number of times, they 


would considerably lessen the “ coldness” existing between the Europeans and 
the Natives. 


The Yajdén Parast (49) of the 10th June finds fault with the Secretary of 
State for India, for not appointing an early day for reading the Indian budget 
in Parliament. Again, observes the Parast, Ke Lord George Hamilton, the 


Under Secretary of State, refused to appoint a day for introducing the Indian 

budget in Parliament. Nearly four months have passed since the budget was 

ublished and discussed in the Supreme Legislative Council, and yet the Under 

cretary refuses to appoint a day for its being laid before Parliament. For 

years past India has suffered from injustice in this matter, for the budget passes 

™ year through Parliament without any discussion on it worth mentioning. 
NP 9—6 
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Professor Fawcett, the great friend of India, has frequently complained about 
this state of things, but the complaint has remained unminded. This year, also, it 
seems the Indian budget will go before Parliament at the fag end of the session. 
India has a right to strongly protest against this injustice to her. Is she able 
to vindicate this right? asks the Parast. | 


Municipalities. 


* 


The Jéme Jamsed (45) of the 11th June says that dirt and filth are being 
collected in several.parts of Bombay, and the weather having become very sul- 
try cholera is niteating rapidly, and several deaths daily occur. When cases of 
this epidemic occur in any houses in the quarters inhabited by the poor people, 
all the inmates of the house in which rh ag makes its appearance are driven 
out of it; and the poor fellows have to live in the open air until they can find 
another lodging. : 7 


The same of the 13th June is glad to find that the Health Department of 
Bombay has, at last, set to the work of removing the great quantity of dirt and 
filth which has collected in that city, and to adopt other sani measures for 
improving the health of the city, which suffers severely from cholera. It is also 
much pleased to see the Corpotation direct its attention to the construction of a 
drainage system, and thereby to lessen the nuisance of poisonous air which the 
open gutters emit and which spoil the health of the town. In addition to the 
measures which are being adopted by the Health Department for the improve- 
ment of the health, it is necessary to take care that the people do not eat stale 
and rotten articles of food, the consumption of which gives rise to or strengthens 
the epidemic of cholera. Vegetables and fruit in large quantities come to Bom- 
bay both by railway and by sea. On their way some of them get rotten, and 
in the markets the poor people buy the rotten vegetables or fruit on account of 
their cheapness. Stale fish, particularly of the kind known as Hélwé4, which is 
sold cheap, is also largely purchased by the poor people, and its use is sure to 
injure the health of its consumers and to give rise to thle and other epidemics. 
It is necessary, therefore, that stale and rotten vegetables and fruit and stale fish 
should be prohibited from being sold in the bazdrs; and the Jéme Jamsed hopes 
the Health Department will take due steps to make arrangements accordingly. 


The same of the 14th June, in writing upon the same subject, requests the 
Health Department to prohibit in the markets of Bombay the sale of bad 
and rotten corn and low and lean mutton. On account of the famine in the 
Deccan, an extensive complaint prevails in the mofussil, that old and rotten corn 
is sold in the bazérs. A large quantity of corn is lying at several railway sta- 
tions for carriage, and on account of a want of sufficient number of vehicles it is 
being spoilt ; and there are fears of its being wetted and more spoilt by the 
rains. Some of this spoilt corn is certain to come to Bombay; but the Health 
Department ought to take due care that it is not consumed by the poor people 
of Bombay, who, on account of the cheapness of such bad grain, are sure to buy it. 
Low and lean flesh is sold in the Crawford market, and similar kind of bad flesh 
is very probably sold in other markets of the city. Such flesh is not wholesome 
food. The Health Department should take care that in the slaughter-house at 
Bandora no lean sheep suffering from disease not discoverable by unpractised — 
eyes, are brought in for slaughter. 7 


The Rdst Goftér (47) of the 10th June wishes that the objection taken by 
most of the Town Councillors in their last meeting, to the tramway being made 
from Dhobitaldo to Girgaum, may not carry influence with the Municipal Commis- 
sioner of py 4 The residents of the quarter abovementioned applied to the 
manager of the ‘Tramway Campany to lay down a line for their convenience. 
The Manager has obtained the sanction of the Directors of the Company in 
America, and has applied to the Municipal Commissioner for permission to lay 
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* the way. The last-named has called for a report on the subject from the 
Engineer of the Municipality. In the meantime a discussion was held in the 


- meeting of the Town Council of Saturday last, when most of the Councillors ob- 


jected to the construction of the tramway on this road, on the ground that the 
tramway proves a great inconvenience to private carriages. The Rast Goftdr 
gives little or no weight to this objection, The tramway has proved of im- 
mense service to the millions of Bombay, before whose convenience the few 
owners of private carriages ought to submit to any inconvenience created by 
this useful public work. Sir Frank Souter properly remarked at the meeting 
that ‘‘ the tramway is an inconvenience to the rich, but a blessing to the poor,” 
and the Corporation ought to prefer the convenience of the millions. 


The Deshi Mitra (51) of the 14th June publishes a letter, dated the 13th 


idem, signed by nine individuals in their proper names, who are the residents . 


of old Kapadgali, of Chok bazar, in the town of Surat. They complain that 
the two municipal lanterns of their lane do not burn all night even on dark 
nights. For five days successively since Friday last the lights went out at 
about half past eleven. ot goa. this yg on account of the contractor 
of lights not doing the work properly, and the inspector of lights not doing his 
duty properly. Mr. Pratt, the President of the Surat Municipality, is requested 
to satisfy himself about the truth of this complaint by personal experience, if 
he thinks it necessary, and to remove the complaint by compelling the con- 
tractor to make such lights as will burn all night. 


The Samsher Bahddur (52%) of the 8th June, but received on the 11th, states 
that the Municipality of Ahmedabad intends to spend about seven thousand 
rupees on the waterworks of that city. The Samsher expresses its disapproval 

of the intended expenditure, and observes that though the Corporation may 
spend the abovementioned sum, the residents of Shdrangpar, Kalupar, and 
Daridpar will derive no benefit from the expenditure, as they will not get water 
in their quarters. Again, the Irrigation Department intends to construct a canal 
from the SAébarmati River, and if it does so, the expense already incurred and 
that intended to be made on the waterworks will be thrown away. It is highly 
advisable, therefore, to bring water into the city from a spot near Padshddw4d1. 
Now-a-days half of the city only 1s supplied with water. Ifthe arrangement 
proposed above is made, the whole city will get water which will be useful not 
only in supplying drinking water to the entire population, but also for extinguish- 
ing fires in different parts of the city. At present the people are prohibited from 
bathing and washing in the river, in ieee that the city may get a supply of 
pure water: the proposed arrangement, if effected, would remove these incon- 
venienges. Lhe municipality, which spent about fifteen thousand rupees in laying 
out a public garden, ought, certainly, to do a work so highly useful as obtain- 
ing a plentiful supply of water for the whole city. 


Native States. 


The Guzerdt Mitra (41) of the 10th June contains a leader, headed ‘ The 
Tyrannical Administration of the Junagarh (State).” The Mitra observes that it 
has more than once asserted that Mr. Bdéwdin, the Wazir of the J undgarh 
State, has purposely kept Nawdb Mohabatkhanji in the dark as to the adminis- 


tration of the State, and has practised various kinds of 5 Se sage on the people | 


of Saurdstra. In his time about four men lost their lives without any good 
cause ; heavy duties have been imposed on a number of articles; the girdses of 
several girdsids have been resumed without due cause ; some of the cases pend- 
ing in the courts of justice of the State have been withdrawn on receipt of a 
_ Razarand, and the plaintiffs have been refused the justice for which they have 

sued; in some cases nazarén4 was received both from the complainants and the 
defendants, and the cases were not disposed of; and other improper acts were 
committed. Though complaints about these doings were made, nothing appears 
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to have been done in regard to these complaints, not only by the Karbhdris of 
the State, but even by the Political Agent of Katt or the Bombay Govern- 


ment. It does not speak well for the paramount Government thus to neglect to 


redress the grievances of the people of Saurdstra. The (Guzerat Mitra also 
says that ‘‘it is ready to substantiate every letter of the complaints which it has 
made.or which it may make hereafter. e Mitra then gives a number of cases 
in which, it states, the Wazir of the Jundgarh State has given decisions on re- 
ceipt of a nazardénd from one of the parties and done injustice. 


A correspondent of the Hitechhchu (43) of Ahmedabad of the 7th June, but 
received on the 10th, writing from Pdtan, states that the police sepoys of this 
town exercise great tyranny on such traders and women of the place as are 
met in the streets after about the four ghadis (half-past seven) in the evening 
going On some business or other. The traders are detained in the police sta- 
tions until midnight and then released. Indecent attacks are made on such 
women, who, afraid of losing their character if they made any complaint in public, 
weep over their misfortunes. The writer requests the attention of the Ndib 
Subh4 of Patan to this complaint, and prays him to transfer the present police- 
men to some other place and bring the men of that place to Pdétan. 


The Samsher Bahddur (53) of the 8th June, but received on the 11th, re- 
quests the Political rae of Kattywar and the Government of Bombay to pro- 
tect the interests of Werdbhd4i Nathubhdi, the principal girdsid of the village 
of Gedi, in taluka Bhoik4, in Jhélawad, in Kattywar. There are. several 
sharers of the village Gedi, and Werdbhdi holds the largest share. When 
Nathubhai, the father of Werdbhdi, died, he left behind him about five thousand 
rupees in cash and about seven thousand rupees worth of ornaments. Werdbhai 
was very young then, and his girds was managed for him by Mulubhéi. Though 
the giras was worth five thousand rupees, and its value had largely increased on 
account of the rise in the price of cotton during the late American war, yet 
Werdbhai is now found to be suffering from a heavy debt. It is said that it is 
intended to mortgage the whole of the girds, and the abovementioned Mulu- 
bhéi and others are ready to advance money to Werdbhai on that guarantee. 
Werébh4i is a simple person, and appears to have been cheated by the persons 
who have been around him. It behoves Government, therefore, to inquire how 
Werdbhai has fallen into such a heavy debt, and to afford him due protection. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 19th June 1877. 
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| ‘The Public Administration. 
The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 18th June opens with a long leader, headed 


_ Agitation and Fear among the English on account of the Turkish War, and 


the Popular View regarding its Effect on India.” According to this writer, the 


English statesmen ‘tried by diplomacy to avert the war between Turkey and 


Russia, ip order to gain time to get themselves ready for action, if necessary. 
But Russia outwitted them in diplomacy, and the war has actually com- 
menced between the two countries. As matters have come. to this pass, the 
English seem to be extremely uneasy and agitated about the result of this great 

! the safety of their empire in India. 
The English statesmen, at first, did not think it necessary to help their country’s 
old ally, Turkey; but now they seem to have discovered their error and to 
repent it. They have become extremely jealous of Russia, and are excessive- 
ri alarmed at the progress and'rise of influence of that power in the East. In 
the opinion of the writer in the: Indu Prakdsh, this great anxiety and uneasiness 
of the English rulers regarding their Indian possessions, proceeds from the feel- 
ing of discontent which prevails among the native populations arising from several 
old popular grievances. Here the writer enumerates some ofthe stock griev- 
ances of the Native Press, such as the non-representation of India in the 


_ English Parliament ; disregard to the opinion of the Natives in the conduct 


of the administration; réfusal of the common and just rights of citizenship 
to the Natives, &c. And the English Government’ is once more respect- 
4 asked to remove these.grievances and to win the affection and good-will 
fthe people. If it does so, it may safely and boldly defy Russia or any other 


power in the world. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsk (3) of the 18th June states that a 
European officer named Mr. Henry, connected with the Karakwasla Canal, 
near Poona, assaulted a woman, @ ryot of the village of Wargaon, by which the 
canal passes. The woman objected to the tuking of earth from her field by 
the canal people without her consent. Mr. Henry did not like the woman’s 
remonstrance, and inflicted on her two kicks anda blow of a whip. The au- 
thorities concerned are requested to take the necessary steps to restrain such 


reprehensible behaviour on the'part of their subordinates towards the poor 
and ignorant ryots. | 


The Mahdrdstra Mitra (5) of the 14th June, but received on the 17th, 


‘3 learns from one of its correspondents that there is a well on the road of Islém- 


pur WAlwa called Péthar Wawa, The work of this well has just been finished. 


tt was. executed under the superintendence of Mr..Khandubhdi, an Assistant . 


Engineer, - About two months ago one of the side-walls.of this. well fell down 
from the top to the bottom. ‘The Overseer in charge of the work has been 


ordered to rebuild the wall, and charge the expense to the balance that may be 


in hand from the estimated sum sanctioned for the work ; and when the balance 
was all spent, the men employed on the repair of the Péthar Wawa were to be put 
on the muster roll of some other,work. The Overseer executed the repairs in 


uestion according to the above order. The men employed on this repair were | 


shown in the muster as employed on the Kardéd and Tdsgaon road work, which 
18 golng on in connection with famine relief. Ifthe above story be true, the 
Assistant has committed a great irre ularity. The Executive Engineer of the 
district is requested to gene into the matter, and, if the above report be 


true, to take due notice of it. 


The Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 20th June, in a long article, expresses great 


compassion towards the poor dumb creatures; which, though serviceable to man, 
are too often treated by that ungrateful tyrant’with abominable cruelty and 
hurd-heartedness. The Sudhdkar . observes that the enlightened and truly 


a 
f 
: 


4 


humane British Government has not forgotten its duty even to these dumb 
beasts, and has enacted laws and rules to protect them from the inhumane 
treatment and unfeeling cruelty of their owners. But those whose duty it is to 
enforce these laws and rules, are too often guilty of not doing their duty in this 
_ matter. After these preliminary observations, the Sudhdhar dwells, at some 
length, on the cruel treatment inflicted on their beasts by lime-makers, the 
keepers of the public hackneys called ta4ngds, and others. They load and 
ork them most mercilessly, while they are very niggardly in feeding them. 
The poor beasts are generally ia lean and emaciated, and are often covered 
with bad and disgusting sores. They often get little or nothing to eat. The 
inhumane and abominably cruel way in which the Lonjries, or the lime-makers, 
treat their poor donkeys, and the t4ngdéw4lds their bullocks and tats, is too 
notorious to require any long description. In the presidency towns there 
are societies for the prevention of cruelty to animals, which societies pro- 
secute the perpetrators of these cruelties before the magistrates and get 
them punished ; but m the mofussil there are no such societies, and the police 
is generally careless in this matter. The writer very earnestly draws the 
attention of the good and popular District Magistrate of Satara to this matter, 
and appeals to his well-known humanity, and prays him to adopt the needful 
measures to relieve these poor dumb creatures from the unbearable miseries and 
tortures to which they are put by their heartless and avaricious owners. 


The Dnydan Chakshu (7) of the 20th June and the Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 
2ist idem contain a short notice of the evening party given by His Excellency 
Sir Richard Temple in Government House at Ganesh Khind on Monday 
last to the Native nobility and gentry of Poona. The management was good 
on the whole. Sir Richard is the first Governor of Bombay who has conceived 
the, liberal idea of calling the Native nobility and. gentry to Government 
House for a social party, and of trying to become acquainted with them. His 
Excellency, no doubt, deserves the praise and gratitude of the Poona. Native 
community for this excellent and wise idea. 


The Shubha Suchak (14) of the 15th June, but received on the 17th, opens 
with a long communicated article, headed ‘“ The Extreme Difference between 
the Former and the Present Condition (of India), and the Futility of the Efforts 
of our (present) Rulers (to improve it).” The writer compares the condition of 
this country under its former rulers, both Hindu and Mahomedan, with that 
under the English rule, and observes that though the English rulers have done 
much to improve the administration, communication, education, sanitation, &c., 
of the country, yet, notwithstanding all these efforts, the country is fast sinking 
into poverty and helplessness. The former indigenous Governments were com- 

tively ignorant, and frequently oppressive and cruel.. But the taxes they 
evied were spent in the country itself. The money did not go out of the country 
_-asit does at present. Again, the policy of those Governments was never exclusive 
in the matter of distributing the State patronage. Under the Mahomedan rulers 
the highest offices were open to the Hindus. In the matter of taxation, the pre- 
sent rule cannot justly claim any very great superiority. Weare now required to 
pay. taxes which were not even heard of under the former Governments. The 
salt tax, the stamps, the Municipal rates, the forest fees, &c., were quite un- 
known in those times. The people were more pleased and satisfied with the 
rough but. cheap, speedy and substantial justice dispensed by the old Panché- 
yats, than they are with that meted out by the’ learned but very costly and 
luatory courts of the present times. But the wonder of wonders is that the 
sagacious English Government does not seem to understand or recognize these 

gs. The article contains some more remarks conceived in the same strain. 
They are not at all new, and have appeared over and over again in the 


_ Vernacular papers, and have also been noticed very frequently in these weekly 
summaries, | | 


2NP 23—6 | : 


‘i 
‘The Kalpataru { oh the 17th June says that sufficient rain has fallen 


in several plaees in the Sholdpur district, and the ryots are very anxious to 
commence the work of cultivation, but the poor fellows are utterly destitute 
of the nece means. They have neither seed to sow, nor cattle to aid them, 
nor food to subsist upon while carrying on the work. Some are willing to dis- 
pense with the cattle and to draw their ploughs themselves. But seed and food 
they must have. Government is earnestly requested to give these poor, but 


industrious and useful, class the necessary advances; and it should do this for 
the sake both of itself and of the ryots. 


The Satya Sadan (18) of the 16th June, but received on the 19th, in an 
article, headed ‘‘ The Delicate Wharf of Mora, and the Inconvenience of the 
People,” observes that the local fund is an institution created by Government 
with the very excellent and praiseworthy object of encouraging the primary 
education and of providing ‘the people with useful works of local utility. But 
the laying out the proceeds of this fund is not as vigilantly and carefully 
managed as it should be, and much of the money levied from the people is 
allowed to be misspent and wasted. After these preliminary remarks the writer 
refers to the local road which connects the town of Alibég with the sea-port of 
Mora, and to the Mora wharf, and observes that these works were constructed 
by some European subordinates who enjoyed the favour of the authorities. 
The wharf they have built is so weak, that the steamers cannot touch at it, and 
the unlucky passengers are obliged to use country-boats in coming to the shore. 
It is true that the builders and repair-makers of this work have been made 
to suffer for their errors ; but that is small satisfaction to the poor ryots, whose 
money they have wasted and who still suffer from the great inconveniences 
arising from the badness of the road and of the wharf. It is useless, however, 
to of past errors. Mr. Elliot, the present Collector of Colaba, is requested 
to ‘give his attention to this subject, aad to take the needful steps to make the 
above public works really and fully useful:to the people. 


The Nastk Writt (19) of the 16th June, but received on the 20th, com- 
plains of the extreme ricketiness of the public hackneys of the town of Nasik, and 


asks the authorities concerned to look to this public grievance and to take the 
needful measures for its early removal. 


The Hitechchhu (43) of Ahmedabad of the 14th June, but received on the 
17th, is sorry to find that the Judge of the Small Cause Court of Ahmedabad 
insists upon levying a stamp fee, according to the amount of the decree of the 
Lawad Court of Ahmedabad, for registering that decree, and thereby discour- 
‘a the progress of this young popular institution. The Lawdd Court of 
‘hmedabad, says the Hitechchhu, was opeved in November last ; and since then 
till the end of May last 570 suits were filed in it. Of these 175 cases were 
struck off the file, on account of both the plaintiffs and defendants not having 
appeared in Court; in 14 cases the defendants refused to submit to any deci- 
sion of the Court, and, therefore, these cases also were struck off; and 199 
cases were decided by the Court. ‘The amount of the claims in the cases in 
which decisions were passed, comes to more than fifteen thousand rupees. 
These facts prove that the Arbitration Court of Ahmedabad is a popular insti- 


tution, It is also increasing in usefulness day by day, and more people are 


availing themselves of it day after day. It has not only saved the parties who 
have resorted to it, from a loss in stamp-fees, fees of advocates, &c., but has 
- conferred benefits on the Government indirectly. Government is not unaware 

of the benefits proceeding from arbitration, and has laid down in the law, that 
the decisions passed by arbitration should be registered by the regular Courts of 
Government, on a petition written on an eight-anna stamped paper for each such 
decision, According to this law, the Courts of Government at Poona, Sholapur, 
and at other places register the decisions of the Arbitration Courts at those places, 
On a petition being made on an eight-anna stamped paper for each such deci- 
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sion. The former Judge of the Small Cause Court of Ahmedabad registered the 
decisions for the same fee. The present Judge, Khin Béhddur Kharsetji, did 
the same for a time. Of late, however, he insists upon levying a stamp fee 
in proportion to the amount of the decree of the Arbitration Court. After oen- 
suring the Judge for not giving a copy of his order deciding that the above- 
mentioned greater amount of stamp fee should be levied in place of eight 
annas for registering an arbitration decree, to the editor of the Hitechchhu, who 
had applied for it, the writer quotes some sections of the Civil Procedure Code 
and the Stamp and the Court Fees Acts, and observes that the law is quite clear 
that a stamp fee of more than eight annas is not to be levied for registering 
a decision of an Arbitration Court. Notwithstanding this clear law, if the 
Judge of the Ahmedabad Small Cause Court had any doubt, he should have 
made a reference to the High Court on the point and obtained its decision for 
his guidance. . 

The Bombay Samachdr (44) of the 21st June wishes that the Christian mis- 
sions and the Government authorities would put a stop to the growing practice 
of European Christian missionary ladies, either alone or in company of male 
missionaries, while preaching on public roads or in quarters inhabited by the 
Natives, attacking Native religions or calumniating the gods of the Natives. 
It is well-known that when the Christian missionaries, in their street preachings, 
confine themselves to pom on the excellencies of Christianity, the Native 
hearers simply confine themselves to listening to a few words from the mis- 
sionaries and depart in peace. But many times the missionaries point 
out the defects of the religions of the land, call them false, and rail against their 
gods ; and then many of the Native hearers regard such preaching as an insult 
to their religions and themselves, and these congregations frequently become 
the scenes of disturbance. On these occasions the police do not appre- 
hend the missionaries, who sow the seeds of these rows; they apprehend the 
Natives only who ,had been incited into becoming unruly, and from these 
apprehensions they have frequently to suffer distress. tt is strange that 

uropean officers and their countrymen do not consider it objectionable that 
Christian missionaries should, in their open-air preachings in public places, 
calumniate the religions of the Natives. But if a Native railed against Chris- 
tianity, in his open-air preaching in a public place, his act would be 
considered as an offence to the entire Christian community and as 
deserving of seyere punishment. After alluding to the case which occurred in 
Bombay some months ago, in which Mr. Tudor Trevor charged, in the 
Police Court of Bombay, a Hindu gentleman for speaking against Christianity 
in his open-air preaching on the Esplanade, the Bombay Samachdér says that the 
people of Bombay have frequently seen that, when a Christian missionary 
preaches in a@ public place three or four policemen are posted near him to 
afford him protection. These policemen do not prevent the missionary from 
speaking anything he likes which hurts the feelings of his Native hearers and 
incites them to become unruly. They, however, repress by threats any of the 
audience who may speak in a high tone to the missionary, and apprehend those 
who will not be repressed, and get them punished for having broken the peace. 
The Natives are much dissatisfied at this partiality in Lash to the preachings 
of the Christian missionaries, and submit to it because they have no means of 
redress, The joining of European missionary ladies in such preachings is likely 
to add to these unpleasant scenes. These ladies would a excited. at the 
unpleasant remarks of the audience sooner than the male missionaries, and the 

olice would be more active in annoying the audiences. If any disturbance | 


appened the Europeans would sympathize with the female preachers, and 


there would be a great vilification of the Natives. The Bombay Samdchér 
alone does not fear evil consequences arising from the preaching of the 
European missionary ladies. The Madras Atheneum is of the same opinion 
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and disapproves of European ladies preaching in the open air in public places. 
It is urgent, therefore, that the authorities should put a stop to such preachings. 


The Jdéme Jamsed (45) of the 20th June praises Captain La Touche, the 

Superintendent of Police of the Kaira District, for effecting a decrease in 
the crimes of this zillah. For a long number of years the district.of Kaira 
was notorious for murders, highway robberies, &c. This notoriety continued 
up to four years ago, when Captain La Touche was appointed Superintendent 
of Police of the district. This able and energetic officer has effected a de- 
crease in the number of crimes. A large number of the murders committed 
in this zillah were of Khed4éwél Brahmins, who are the money-lenders of 
the ryots. Like the Mérwéri money-lenders of the Deccan, they forge do- 
cuments and set up false claims against the ryots, who take revenge upon 
their fraudulent creditors. Captain La Touche in his report attributes the de- 
crease in the murders of these Brahmins, to the comparative cheapness of food- 
grains and labour in this district in latter years. This reason may be partly 
true. But a very great portion of the good success must be attributed to the 
abilities and energy of this good officer. He personally works hard in the dis- 
charge of his duties, and has spread a wholesome fear among the criminal 
classes. He also duly appreciates the exertions of his subordinates in the 
detection of crime, and gives them great encouragement in this good work. 
The Superintendent and Khan Séheb Kharsetji Nasarwdnji, Inspector of Police, 
‘should, however, exercise more supervision in the matter of the fraudulent 
bonds made by the Khedéwél Brahmins, and exert themselves to destroy com- 
pletely the gangs known as Bériji4 and Shdtrid in Dékor, and the gangs existing 
in Naridd, Anand, Borsad and other places. 


The same of the 21st June, in noticing the Revenue Code Bill now being 
discussed before the Bombay Legislative Council, observes that Government had 
done well in entrusting the work of preparing the Bill to the Honourable Mr. © 
. Rogers; for the honourable member has done service in the Revenue Depart- 

ment for a long time, and must be closely acquainted with revenue work and 
revenue laws. His period of service as Councillor shortly expires, and he 
resigns and goes to England on the 25th instant. His Excellency the Governor 
wishes that the Bill should be passed by the legislature before the resignation 
and departure of the honourable member, and, consequently, makes haste 
to get the measure passed, as His Excellency justly believes that no other 
member can explain and support the measures of the Bill so well and thorough- 
ly as its framer. But it is complained, on the other hand, that by making this 
haste, the other members ofthe Council cannot get sufficient time to examine 
the Bill and to give their opinions on it, and to make needful improvements 
and changes in it. There already exists a complaint agains the ‘legislatures 
of this country, that they make undue haste in getting laws passed, and that, 
consequently, the public and its well-wishers do not find time to express their 
sentiments about them. The Jéme Jamsed trusts His Excellency will not give 
cause to a similar complaint being made of him, by making great haste in the 
case of the Revenue Code Bill. The oti 8 Mr. Wishwandth Narayan 
Mandalik has, it seems, given great attention to this Bill, and the objections he 
has brought forward to certain sections of it are very weighty. It is necessary, 
_ therefore, that the time the honourable gentleman asks for a closer considera- 
tion of the measure ought to be granted. The writer then refers, at some 
length, to the objections started and the suggestions made by the Honourable 

r. Mandalik, and observes that these objections and suggestions are very im- 
portant and deserve a very thoughtful consideration from the Council. 


The same of the 22nd June, in alluding to the case of Mr. Gustddji A'rde- 
sar, the ex Pérsi gentleman who has recently passed the Indian Civil 
Service Examination in England, but who has not been admitted into the Ser- 
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yice on account of his not getting a medical certificate of good health, observes 


that it is not neces that a sound constitution should be insisted upon 
in the case of the. Natives of India so strictly as in the case of Europeans. 


With the latter the climate of India does not at once agree, and they suffer 


much before , are completely acclimatized. They do not enjoy the same 
health here as in England, and soon wear out and assume the appearance of 
untimely old age. In their case, any constitutional disease is dangerous to their 
acclimatization and enjoyment of health in India. It is very desirable, .there- 
fore, that in their case a certificate of sound health should be strictly insisted 


upon. There is no need for insisting with the same strictness upon a similar — 


certificate in the case of the natives of India. India is their native land, 
wherein they are born and brought up, and whose climate completely agrees 
with their constitutions. If Natives have any danger to their enjoyment of 
good health, it is from a cold climate like that of England. Natives of warm 
climates find it difficult to live in cold climates in the enjoyment of good health. 
The fact that Mr. Gustddji stayed and prosecuted his studies in England proves 
that, if he has any disease, it must be a trivial one; for had he any serious dis- 
ease, he would not have been able to enjoy health and prosecute his studies in 
England. The trivial disease from which Mr. Gustddji is found to be suffering, 
ought not to incapacitate him for admission into the Civil Service. India is his 
natiye land, and if he has.caught any disease in the cold climate of England, it 
will disappear in the genial climate of his native land, and he will regain his 
health in India. For these reasons Mr. Gustddji ought not to be refused 
admission into the Civil Service of his country because he is suffering from a 
slight disease. The Jdme Jamsed hopes the authorities concerned will hold 
Mr. Gustddji’s case an exceptional one, and admit the deserving Parsi young 


‘man into the Covenanted Civil Service of his country, for which he has passed 


a successful examination at great trouble and cost. 


The Rast Goftdr (47) of the 17th June requests Government to publish the © 
report of the committee, appointed by it to inquire into the charges of corrup- 
tion brought against the officials in chargeof the Sir Cowasji Jehangir Ophthalmic 
Institution, in Bombay. The ,inquiry into the charges was made privately, 


‘without due cause for doing so; and even admitting that there was some 


cause for such a proceeding, there is none for keeping secret the result of that . 


inquiry. The inquiry concerned the.conduct of public officers of a public in- 
stitution, complained against by the people, and, therefore, the people have a 
right to know the result of that inquiry. There is no cause for keeping this 


_ , result secret, especially as the medical officers composing the committee have 
— exculpated the officials of the hospital, and there is no fear of an ugly exposure. 
’ Bad reports are, however, current among the — about the administration 

at 


of this institution. A general belief prevails though Mr. Sordbji Sh4purji 
has given strong proofs in support of the complaints he has made, the commit- 


tee has not properly considered the matter. The Rdst Goftér does not mean 


to be understood to say that an injustice has been done in this inquiry, The 
report of the committee needs to be published, as the people are anxious to 
examine for themselves how the committee has discharged the duty entrusted to 
it, and what kind of justice it has done; and the non-publication of that docu- 
ment would only make the popular mind more suspicious. 


Municipalities. 


The Subodha Patrika (24): of the 17th June, referring to the question of 
extending the tram-way to the Girgaum road, and to the opposition made to the 
scheme by the town-council, expresses itself, like other local papers, in favour 
of the extension, and charges the members of the town-council with t of 
= on regard to the interests and convenience of their poorer town-fellows. 


he remark of Mr. Dos4bhdi Frdmji, that if the tram-way be extended to the 
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Girgaum road not an hour would pass without there being some accident on 
“that road, the Patriké considers as altogether baseless and — to pist 
‘experience. There is a tram-way on the-market road, which.is on 
_proad as the Girgaum road, and which is used by four times the number of passen- 
gers that use the latter road ;‘and yet no accidents worth mentioning occur there. 


y one-fourth as 


he tram-way in Girgaum would, no doubt, cause inconvenience to the few 
rich, but would prove a great blessing to the numerous people of the middle and 
lower classes ; and the convenience and comfort of the many must be preferred 
to those of the few. ~ 


’ The Aryd Warta (35) of the 16th June, but received on the 19th, in an article, 
headed ‘* The Necessity of Providing the Town of Dhulia with a Good Water- 
supply, ”. after pointing out the great hardship and inconvenience suffered by 
the people of Dhulia from the want of a good water-supply, and after referring 
to the futile attempts made by the local municipality to mitigate this want by 
digging and constructing wells in the river, and to the waste of money upon 
these unwise efforts, asks that corporation to make up its mind to borrow money 
and to lay it out in a water to the town, and, once for all, to remove 
this great want effectually. The work would require about a lakh of rupees ; 
and if the municipality, the annual income of which is about 20,000 rupees, will 
exercise @ due economy in its expenditure, it will be able with the saving, 
together with the proceeds of the water rate which may be reasonably and justly 


levied on the peuple, to pay off the debt in the course of some years. The 


writer requests the Municipal Commissioners of Dhulia to give their early and 
serious attention to this very important matter. 


Native States. 


The Subodha Patrikd (24) of the 17th June, in an article, headed “ The 
Famine and the Mardthdé States,” very highly praises the great Maratha Princes, 
the Mahdrdj4 Sindia and the Mahdrdjé Holkar, for the munificent aid to the 
starving ryots of the famine-stricken districts of the Deccan, and observes that 
had the remaining great Mardth& State of Baroda been really in the hands. 
of a Mardthd Prince, it would certainly have granted as liberal assistance 
to the afflicted districts as the Princes of Gwalior and Indore have done. 
Then referring to an influential public meeting, recently held at Indore 
under the presidency of one of the young princes, His Highness Shiwdjiraw, 
for rising subscriptions for the relief of the famine-stricken districts in the 
Decean, the Patrikd observes that, by performing this good and humane act, 
the city of Indore has set a good example of true patriotism and fellow- 
feeling to Bombay and other great cities in the British territories, and has 
put them to shame in this matter on this occasion. Then referring to the 
establishment. of Anna-Satras, or alms-houses, in the different towns, such as 
Poona, Wai, Ahmednagar, Pandharpur, &c., by His Highness Mahéréjé Sindia, 
for the feeding of the poor Brahmans of those places, the Patrikd says that 
had His Highness made his charity more general and extended the relief to 
the distressed of all castes, instead of confining it to the Brahmans, he would 
have shewn himself more enlightened, and his charity would have produced 


More good to the country than under the present arrangements. Still what 


mating actually done, no, doubt, deserves very great praise from the thoughtful 
public. | ) : 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (43) of Ahmedahad of the 14th June, | 


but received on the 17th, writing from Jundégarh states that in the evenings the 


Toads of that. town from Kélwdé Gate to Jhdlogwdd and from Uperkoth to 


Khan Béhddur Sdlehindi’s residence, are much crowded, and Musalman lads in 


the service of thé Nawdb ride furiously on this road. From such furious riding 
accidents ays reggred occur among the crowd. Not to mention the numerous — 
his kind which have occurred before, on the 24th May last one 


accidents of 


ie calji: Pancholi, ‘a Négar Brahman, aged about fifty, was passing on the road 
jn Nagar w4da, when » Hlajari lad came riding furiously from behind, and hurt 
- the Brahmin, who subsequently died. A few days ago one Mduji Sandhadi 
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‘was severely wounded from furious. riding; and is still suffering from its effects. 


- 


furious riding which causes so much human misery. 


_ Another correspondent of the same complajns that highway robberies fre- 
quently occur between Patan, in the Géikwddi State, and Ahmedabad. High- 
waymen rob travellers in daylight, and the number of such crimes has recently 
increased. It is said that about fifteen days ago the goods of a merchant of 
Réndhanpur were plundered at Wadli,/a place six miles distant from Patan. 
At Sigodia, a village on the road to Pdlanpur, a cart and a Bunjdrd have been 
plundered. In consequence of such. frequent robberies people have beeome 
sore afraid of sending goods to either Wiramgaum or Ahmedabad, and do not 
consider it safe to leave the town of Pdtan without an escort of some kind. 
The writer censures Sir T. Mddhawrdw for this state of insecurity of property 
and person, and requests him to remove this popular complaint. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
| Poona, 26th June 1877, ; “ 
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The writer requests the Wazir of the Jundgarh State to effectually prohibit the 
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The Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakiish (1) of the 25th June thinks that the relations between 

the Government of India and the Amir of Cabul are unsatisfactory, and appre- 
hends a danger from-that quarter. The ruler of Cabul finds himself in a very 
difficult and embarrassing position. He has on one side Russia, and on the 
other England, “He fears both, and does not know what power he should 
choose for friendship. He is also importuned by Turkey. He has become very 
suspicious. He allows no foreigner to remain in his country. England, very 
naturally, tries to establish its influence in Cabul, as that country is very justly 
+ regarded asthe gate to India from the:North. - Russia is also endeavouring to. 
secure the friendship of the Amir; and the rumour says that she is bribing 
him, with large supplies of money. The writer also refers to other rumours of a 
similar nature, and observes that though the British Government is very power- 
ful and able to meet any danger that may possibly come from Cabul or Russia, 
it would make itself doubly sure of success, if it would allow and encourage 
the natives to form volunteer corps and thereby show trust in them. (Some 


other papers, besides the Indu Prakdsh, also make the same suggestion on the 
subject. ) 


A correspondent of the same complains that the new Criminal Procedure 
Act has inflicted much indescribable hardship on the people. ‘The new power 
given in this Act to the appellate courts to aggravate the sentences appealed 
from, has produced the undesirable effect of deterring the people who consider 
themselves wronged by the original courts, from preferring appeals. Again, 
according to this new Act, if a person is fined: by an original court, and if the per- 
son does not-pay the fine at once, the court at once issues a warrant, seizes his 
property and sells it by public auction to realize the fine ; and if the sentence is 
reversed in an appeal, the person may get the proceeds of the sale, but never 
regains the property ; and in this proceeding he often suffers a very great loss. 
Cases of this nature have actually occurred, and the writer gives one as an 
instance. He suggests that no warrant should be issued and a person’s property 
seized and sold, until the disposal of an appeal, if the person fined has made one. 
It is a very reasonable suggestion, and the writer requests either Government 
or the High Court to give a favourable consideration to it. ; 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 25th June, in an article, headed “ Is the 
Native Press disloyal ? ” observes that the gradual growth and increasing im- 
parrenee of the Native Press are viewed with jealousy and disfavour by several 

uropeans in India, who accuse it of disloyalty and the writers of it of a want 
of a proper sense of their responsibilities, and assert that the Native Press, in its 
present condition, is detrimental to the interests both of the Government and 
of the country. The writer in the Daydn Prakdsk affirms that these charges are 
unjust and geoceet simply from the selfish motives of the accusers. He who 
reads the Native papers constantly, cannot but be convinced of the fact that 
the writers of those papers are not only not disloyal, but that it is difficult to 
iscover men more loyal than they are... They &re not only fully convinced 
that the rulers who now govern India have conferred upon her such blessings 
as she could never have obtained from any other Government whatever, but 
they repeatedly and emphatically give expression to this conviction. They 
ave not forgotten that before the accession of the British rule, India was ve 
 gtievously suffering everywhere from disturbances and anarchy ; and that the 
| British Government has given to this country the most essential boons of a 
profound and long peace and of a thorough security of person and pro y; 
and the country enjoys the inestimable blessings of an equal and pure justice 
and of @ useful popular education, and several other important advantages. | “ 
The writers of the Native Press always bear in mind all these boons the British | a 
rulers have bestowed on their country, and are sincerely grateful for them. It — 
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- jg true that the writers of the Native Press do not always write panegyrics on 
Government, and frequently very severely criticise its measures and acts which 


they believe to be unjust. But it is not only the Native Press which occasionally 
animadverts on the measures and acts of Government ; the English Press of this 


- country, several members of which loudly complain of the alleged disloyalty of 


_ the Legislative Council on this measure and which has been publishe 


the Native Press, indulges in attacks on Government so virulent that the Natives 
regard them with horror and disgust. Again, the severe criticisms on Govern- 


‘ment and its officers which occasionally appear in the Native Press, are the 


necessary result of the enlightened ideas which we have learned from our good 
and liberal English rulers. They have taught us, among other things, the 
right relations between the rulers and the subjects ; and when we believe that 
Government or its officers do a wrong thing, we think it our duty to express 
our views to the authorities and to the public. Government and its officers are 
no more infallible than other men ; and, therefore, to say that whatever the autho- 
rities do is invariably right, and that they always deserve praise and never any 


censure, is evidently absurd. An adverse criticism on the acts of the authorities 


in the Native Press is no proof of its disloyalty. Nuy, if the Native Pross were 
always to approve of the acts of the authorities and to sing their praises only, 
it would not be doing its true duty. It would mislead Government, and, there- 
by, would really be liable to the charge of disloyalty. The free and honest 
criticism of the Native Press is not only not detrimental to the true interests of 
Government, but, on the contrary, is a very good and important help to enable 
it to understand the views and feelings of its subjects regarding its acts, and, 
thereby, to regulate its conduct. Hence the writers of the Native Press who, 
at the risk of incurring the displeasure of the authorities, perform their un- 
pleasant duty of acquainting them with the views and feelings of the Native 
‘say sgper regarding its acts and the acts of its officers, deserve not to be viewed 
y the enlightened and wise British rulers with suspicion and disfavour, 


The Arunodaya (9) of the 24th June, in an article, headed ‘‘ Excess of Laws 
and the Misery of the Ryots,” referring to the Revenue Code Bill now lying be- 
fore the Bombay Legislative Council, observes that when this Bill was. brought 
forward by the Honourable Mr. Rogers, he said that the object of the Bill was 
simply to codify, that is tc put all the different revenue laws into one Act. 
Notwithstanding this declaration, the Bill now under discussion by the Council 
contains provisions which are entirely new and which materially change the old 
Jaw on the subject. This proceeding will probably lower the honourable originator 
of the Bill in the popular esteem. It will also show to the impartial observers 
the true hearing of Government and its great officers towards the rights of the 
» je The writer in the Arunodaya says that he has not been able to read the 

evenue Code Bill through; but from the discussion which has taken eng - 

d in the 

Bombay dailies, one can see how anxiously the Government and its great officers 
are trying to sweep away the old rights of the ryots, and what contrivances 
they are using to bring about that object. It is extremely fortunate for us, the 
Natives, that the Honourable Raw Séheb Wishwandth Naréyan Mandalik is at 
this time in the Legislative Council, and he is performing his duty very care- 
uly Had he not been a member, we do not know how much we should have 
suffered from this Revenue Code Bill. The general tendency of the policy of 
Government is to destroy the old rights of the people: and this Revenue Code 
Bill illustrates that ten lency in a very prominent manner. It is a well known 
fact that a permanently fixed settlement of the land revenue is one of the 
essential conditions for the steady and sure prosperity and improvement of the 
agricultural classes. But the British Government which professes to rule this 
country for the good of the Native population, not only gives us no permanent 


settlement, but tries every means to render the land tenure as uncertain as it 


can. Our kind Government has deprived villages of the ancient right of ob- 
taining fuel from the adjacent public jungles. Moreover, the ryots have no 
2 NP 30—6 | 
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right on the trees growing in their own fields. They cannot take away even 
earth or stones from those fields. As the Revenue Code Bill professed simply to 
put together the old laws, the public and even several councillors believed that 
there was very little to consider in the measure ; but the Bill, to one’s dismay, 
contains proposals to destroy several existing rights ofthe ryots. No doubt, the 
old laws are copied in the Bill; but grave alterations have been made in several 
important words, seriously affecting the rights of the people. The word 
“owner ” 1s © aw | substituted by the word “occupant.” On the Honourable 
Réw Séheb Mandalik objecting to the alteration, the Government members ex- 
plained that though the old word is changed, still it is not intended to interfere 
with the existing state of things. The writer in the Arunodaya asks, if no inter- 
ference is meant to be made, what is the object of the alteration? .Can the sup- 
porters of the alteration answer this question satisfactorily? The writer then 
refers to the discussion in the Council, regarding the ownership of the village site 
lands, and denounces the views of the Government members as unjust and cal- 
culated to lead to much hardship and discontent. 


The Shubha Suchak (14) of the 22nd June, but received on the 24th, in an 
editorial, headed ‘‘ Are the present Famine Relief Measures adopted for an Out- 
ward Show only ?”’ reproduces some of the adverse remarks on the famine policy 
of Government which have appeared from time to time in the vernacular 
papers, and which have been noticed more than once in these weekly summaries. 


~The Bombay Samdchér (44) of the 25th June opens with a leader, headed 
“A New Increase in the Indian Debt.” The authorities in India some time ago 
resolved upon, and the Parliament has now sanctioned, a new Indian loan of five 
krors of rupees. This new debt will add to the heavy burden under which 
India is already Sroenne: If there were a downright necessity for contracting 
this new debt, one would have to submit to it. But there was actually no 
necessity for this debt. The Indian revenues are increasing day by day; and 
yet deficits are shewn in the expenses of the administration, and to make them 
up loans are raised frequently. The authorities are to blame for not keeping 
the expenses within due bounds and for increasing the public debt of this 
country. The attention of the authorities here and of the Parliament has been 
repeatedly drawn to this sad state of affairs, but they have failed to bestow due 
attention on this complaint. Even when the question of the new loan of five 
krors was placed before Parliament, Sir George Campbell, Mr. Smollett, Mr. 
Fawcett and other parliamentary members drew the attention of Parliament to 
the extravagant expenses of the Indian administration, and suggested a decrease 
in them, sa theneby, to remove the frequent necessity of raising loans ; but no 
due attention has been paid to their comments and suggestions. It is true that 
to meet dire calamities like the present famine the authorities have to spend 
krors of rupees, and when there is no money in theit hands to meet the 
expenses, new loans must be raised. But it is by the fault of these authorities 
that frequent famines visit this country. The Samdchdr has frequently shewn 
this, and there is no necessity of repeating the arguments again here. More 
than enough complaint has been made by the people of India in this matter, 
but nothing has been done to remove it; nor are there signs of anything satis- 
factorily being done soon. This is certainly disadvantageous to the interests 
of this country. | 


The Rést ba (47) of the 24th June, in referring to the deputation of the 
grain-dealers of Bombay which waited on His Excellency ‘the Governor on the 
16th instant, to complain about the loss which would be inflicted on the dealers 
bY the rain on account of the large quantities of their pe lying at the stations 
of the G. I. P. Railway not having been carried to and delivered at the places of 


their destinations, and referring also to His Excellency’s reply to the deputa- 
ding the great press of work which had fallen on 


tion, observes that notwiths 
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e railway company on account of the famine, the com is responsible for 
i. loss which has befallen the grain-dealers. If the a Heo was unable to 
garry to the places of their destinations the large quantities of grain, it should 
‘have refused to receive more than what it could carry. Again, after it had 
- geceived the grain, it should have thrown up sheds and taken other n 
measures to protect the corn from the approaching rains. . Not having done 
either of these things, the company is responsible for the losses which have be- 


fallen the grain-dealers. 


The Yajdén Parast (49) of the 24th June expresses its hearty gratitude for 
the great and successful efforts made by the British Indian Government for 
mitigating the miseries of the extensive famine in the Deccan. The dreadful 
calamity of the present famine in the Deccan which involved into its miseries 
5,018,992 human beings, has been shorn of its evil results by the great and 
praiseworthy efforts of our Government. The kind and parental Government 
afforded protection to the unhappy beings. It has fed the starving and clothed 
the iekot in their great need. It is really a blessing to the people of India 
that they are under the rule of such a kind and parental Government. The 
peculiar excellencis of the British rule are beyond all praise. It considers the 
miséries of its subjects as its own, and makes great efforts for their relief. Ma 
this Government ever exercise its sway over this land, and increase its eialil- 


ness and its glory ! 


The Ahmedabad Samachér (54) of the 20th June, but received on the 24th, 

asks the question “ Is this Justice?” It says that a ghdénchi, or oilman; bought 
a piece of land on the ‘corner of the road which goes from Ké4ranj to Dhdlgar 
lane, in the city of Ahmedabad, and has built a shop theré with the permission 
of the municipality. ‘T’he shop has its entrances on two sides. Subsequently 
Mr. Waite asked the gh4nchi to give him an agreement to close the door opposite 
the Bhadar, whenever Government should require him todo so. He refused to 
pass such an agreement. He was thereupon criminally prosecuted for contempt 
of authority, but the prosecution failed in getting the accused punished. Mr. 
Waite then had a dust-box placed near the door. The owner had it removed 
by a court’s order, and has filed a suit for damages against Mr. Waite. The 
last named officer has now built a wall next tothe door. Such tyranny, observes 
the Samdchdr, is openly committed by this officer. 


Municipalities. 


The Bombay Samachar (44) of the 28th June, observes that it was expected 
that a few showers of rain would abate the epidemic of cholera in Bombay ; but 
the ET turned out to be wrong, and though a large quantity of rain has 
fallen the epidemic has not left the island, and it daily attacks from thi to 
' forty persons, and about half that number die of it. This shews that the heat 
of the summer was merely an aggravating cause, and that the real cause of the 
epidemic was something else. And that cause is no other than the accumulation 
filth and dirt in Bombay, which requires to be removed from theisland. The 
municipality, or, more properly, the Health Department says that it has made 
and is making sufficient exertions to remove the filth and dirt, and otherwise 
to mitigate the epidemic. But the very existence of cholera shews that either 
due exertions are not made, or that the efforts are misdirected. The Town 
Council has properly undertaken to find out the real root of the evil. But it is 
an unnecessary delay in this matter. Every day there are about twen- 

Pi deaths from this epidemic ; and this large death-rate makes it urgent that the 
UX ion should not make the least delay in making enquiries into the ques- ~ 
tion and deciding upon the taking of proper measures for the mitigation of this 


‘great curse, 
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Native States. 


A correspondent of the Dnydu Prakdésh (8) of the 25th June, writing from 
Shirhatti, a town in the territory of the Sdéngli State, states that the taluka of 
Shirhatti contains about 75 villages and a population of about 40,000, and yields 
to. the Séngli State an annual revenue of about 1,50,000 rupees. This taluka, 

jn common with the rest of the Southern Maratha Country, suffers very severely 
from a dire famine this year. The writer is glad, however, to state that the 
-S4ngli authorities have afforded, on the Be a good relief to the sufferers 

during the crisis. They have opened relief works for the able-bodied labourers 
and an alms-house for those who are too weak to work. The people of the taluka 
are grateful for this relief afforded by the Chief of S4ngli. Then referring to the 
prospects of the cultivation in the current year and to the helpless condition of 
the ryots generally owing to the famine, the writer very earnestly prays the 
Séngli authorities to give the needful advances to those of the ryots who may 
be found, on due inquiry, to be unable to proceed with the work of cultivating 
their fields without such assistance from the State. The writer believes that 
if the State were to grant the advances discriminately, it would find that the 
fund for such a purpose would not be so large as may appear at first sight. 
_ The authorities are also reminded that, to give the above aid to the ryots 


in such a crisis as the present one, will be beneficial not only to the ryots them- 
selves but also to the treasury of the State itself. 


The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 24th June opens with a leader, headed 


“The Old and the New Rule in Jundgarh.” In Samwat 1918, observes the Mitra, . 


the complete administration of this State came, for the first time, into the hands 
of Jamadér Shekh Wajir Biwdin. He had then for his Kdrbharis the experienced 
and learned Anantji and Narsinhprasdd. These agents conducted the adminis- 
tration justly and wisely, and the ryots of the State enjoyed peace and happiness 
in all matters. In Samwat 1926 Anantji died; and since then Mr. Gokelji 
Jhélé commenced to administer the State, pushing aside Narsinhpras4d. From 
that time the ryots of the State have lost their peace. The Girasids, Mulgirasids, 
Bhéydts, Kherdtids, &c., cannot enjoy their girdses in peace. The cultivators 
cannot follow their occupations peaceably. ‘The Judges of the State cannot 
dispense justice independently. The Wahiwdtdars of the mahdls cannot _per- 
form their work so as to keep the ryots pleased as before. Mr. Gokalji Jhalé 
has become so powerful that not only Mr. Narsinhprasdd but even Jamédar 
Shekh Wazir Bawdin or Mr. Séle Hindi cannot act independently against the 
wishes of the supreme Karbhéri. Colonel Anderson exercised farsightedness in 
dismissing such a Diwén; but by the latter’s good fortune Mr. Peile became the 
Political Agent and Mr. Gokalji has received the title of Raw Bahadur. Mr. 
Gokalji has been guilty of several wrong acts which will be placed before the 
public by instalments. The Mitra then gives six instances in which Mr. Jhaldé 
1s alleged to have committed injustice to several persons. | 


The same contains another leader, headed, ‘‘ The Distinguishing Feature of 
the Civil Court at Jundgarh.” The article commences with the assertion 
that the Mitra considers the year 1863-64, in which Colonel Keatinge, the then 
Political Agent of Kattywar, put the different States of this province into classes, 
and accorded certain rights to each State according to the class in which it was 
placed,*as unfortunate for the people of the province. Colonel Keatinge’s object 
in making this classification cannot be any other than the very praiseworthy 
one of obtaining certain benefits for these people. But, unfortunately for 
them, he did not remain long in Kattywar, and his successors did not succeed 
m a carrying out the arrangements made in this matter; and, conse- 
quently, the fruits expected from them have not appeared. From the introduc- 
tion of British rule into Kattywar till the time when the above-mentioned 
arrangements were made by Colonel poston the paramount British Gov- 
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_ gny Chiefs, or Télukdé4rs, or their Kérbharis. The Political Agency received 
the complaints of the ryote and-gave them justice. By Colonel Keatinge’s 
above-mentioned arrangements, the States put into the first, second or the third 
- class were made independent, and civil courts were established in them. The 
discontinuance of hearmmg complaints at the Agency has resulted in the distress 
of the ryots of Kattywar, the Chiefs or their Kaérbharis tyrannize over the ryots. 
After these preliminary remarks, the Mitra says that it will confine its remarks 
‘on this occasion, to pointing out the distinguishing features of the civil 
justice dispensed in Jundgarh. In the Civil Court of this State a large number 
“of decrees are lying unexecuted, though the parties on whom they are to be 
executed are well-to-do or are holders of girés. Political officers have examined 
the records’ of this Court, but they do not appear to be aware of this large number 
of unexecuted decrees. The Mitra then describes, at some length, a case in 
which it alleges injustice has been done it Nagar Bhupatréi Méneklal in the 
execution of a decree. It also says that the same Nagar filed a suit.in the Civil 
Court for 65,000 koris a year and a half ago, but it has not yet been decided on 
account of the Judge fearing the Treasurer of the State. In a third case, the 
house of Withalji Hansr4j was sold by auction, but it has not been yet given 
into the possession of the purchaser. 
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Miscellaneous. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 24th June devotes a long leader to the obi- 
tuary notice of Mahér4j4 Rémndth Tdgore of Calcutta. The Opinion briefly re- 
fers to the private and public character of the deceased gentleman, and highly 
oni er him for his rare public virtues. His death is considered a great na- 
tional loss. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
: er : : . Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Pubhe Instruction, 
Poona, 3rd July 1877. 
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The Public Administration. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the Ist July, in an article, headed “‘The Bombay 
Revenue Code Bill,” observes that this Bill has been before the Bombay Legis- 
lative Council for the last two years, but, for the greater part of this time, the 
Bill was before the Select Committee to which it was referred for report ; and 
as the discussions occurring in the Select Committees are not communicated to 
the public, the attention of the people was not drawn to this important measure. 
Again, the Bill has undergone so many changes in the Select Committee, that 
it may safely be called a new measure. Several clauses materially affecting the 

roprietary rights of the people in land have been inserted into it by the 
lect Committee. The Honorable Raw Saheb Wishwandth Ndrdyan Mandalik 
has, in his minute, pointed out the tendency and the objectionable features of 
the proposed law. When a new law is made simply to codify and consolidate 
the old and existing law, the new law, generally, has not inserted into it an 
matters that did not exist in the old laws which are to be codified; but this 
rinciple has not been attended to in this instance of the Revenue Code Bill. 
his Bill has inserted into it clauses which are not only new, but of a very 
serious nature. ‘The general spirit of the measure is very hostile to proprietary 
rights in lands or villages. Though the new Bill nowhere explicity repudiates 


_ the existing private rights of the people in lands, yet if the Bill is passed in_ its 


present form, those rights-will come into danger at some future time. ‘The 
word ‘“‘owner” in the Survey Act of 1865 is now altered in the present Dill 
into ‘‘ holder,” as if there are no private owners of land in the Presidency and 
the whole land belongs to Government. Again, there is much greater confusion 
in the proposed law about the ‘alienated’ lands than in the Survey Act. This 
confusion will increase the existing confusion regarding the private rights in 
trees and such other productions connected with land. Up to this time, in a 
dispute between an owner of land and his tenants, the burden of proof lay on 
the latter ; but the Bill proposes to throw it on the former. The insertion of a 
clause of the Burmah Code reserving to Government all rights to the minerals, 


treasures, &c., hidden in the land of a holder, is also objected to. The clause 


contains several very vague words, and is susceptible of any interpretation 
one may be pleased to put on it. The Survey Act of 1868 has been incorpo- 
rated into this Bill after making several material alterations in: the provisions 
of that Act. That Act requires every house-owner to prove his possession for 
five years in order to prove his proprietary right to his house ; and if he fails to 
do so, the house becomes liable to be taxed by Government. Again, this Act 
was applicable to some towns in Guzerat only. The Bill under notice has left 
out the condition of the five years’ possession, and proposes to apply that clause 
so altered to all the villages in the Bombay Presidency. The Honorable 
Mr. Rogers declared his opinion that the sites of all village-houses (at least in Gu- 
zerat) are held by the villagers while they cultivate Government lands and are no 
porate property of theirs, and that these villagers are liable to be taxed for these 

ouse-sites. The Native Opinion asserts that no tax has ever been paid (at least in 
the Deccan) for the sites of houses either to this or any former Governments ; and 
this being so, who would not be astonished at the bad faith and greediness of 
Government, which attempts to impose a tax on such an old private property asthe 
house-sites ? Neither the old Government of the Mogals nor that of the Peshwas, 
arbitrary as they were, dared to tax this old property. But the British Gov- 
ernment, which calls itself civilized, comes forward to make this attempt. We 
do not know why we should censure the old Governments and praise the present 
one. If this Bill is passed into law, it would lead to the imposition ofa general 
house-tax on the eople. The Honorable Raw Sdéheb Mandalik pointed out in 
the Council the defects and dangers of the objectionable provisions as clearly 
as he could; but his efforts could not produce any useful results. Most of his 


amendments failed. The only satisfaction is, that the honorable gentleman > 
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was cordially supported in his efforts by all his Native colleagu 


es. It also 


fee deserves to be noted, that not a single Euro member of the Council has given 


a single vote against Government. Thus Government is obstinately passing this 
Bill, in spite of the unanimous opposition of all the Native members of the Coun- 

cil,—that is, in opposition to the opinion of the whole of the Native population. 
The writer also points out the irregularity of pushing on the second reading of the 
Bill, without waiting for the preparation and publication of a translation of the Bill 
into the vernacular languages of the presidency. The article, in conclusion, 
earnestly calls on the intelligent portions of the Native communities of allimportant 
cities and towns, to agitate the subject and represent their views on the several 
provisions of this important measure to the authorities in time. (The Arunodaya 
(9) of the same date also has an editorial on the subject, headed ‘‘ The Bomba 
Legislative Council and the Native Councillors.” The Revenue Code Bi 
incorporates twenty-one old laws into one measure ; and in doing so, it makes 
several very serious alterations in their wording and principles. The Honor- 
able Mr. Mandalik strongly objected to several of these innovations, and ably 
and clearly pointed out the grounds on which his objections were based. Most 
of his objections, however, were over-ruled simply by the force of majority. 
The chief excellences of the English constitution, we are often told, are that, 
under this constitution the legislative and the executive are quite separated, 
and that the laws are framed with the consent of those on whom they are to be 
enforced, But the actual working of our legislative bodies shews that the 
above two excellent principles are simply to be preached and praised, but not 
to be acted upon in this country. Were all the objections (and they were not 
afew) raised by the Honorable Mr. Mandalik unreasonable? None of the 
European members’who voted against Mr. Mandalik’s amendments tried to refute 
the grounds on which these amendments were based. Does all this show that 
our legislators are independent of the executive or that our law-makers give 
any weight to the opinion of the people on whom their laws are to be enforced ? 
It is also to be noted that, in the matter of this Bill, all the European members 
were on the one side and all the Native members on the other side. The 
rejection of Mr..Mandalik’s amendments can be accounted for only in three 
ways,—first, those amendments were unreasonable in themselves; secondly, 
Mr. Mandalik could not properly, and clearly explain the grounds on which they 
were based ; or thirdly, those who rejected them did so through mere obstinac 
or from selfish motives. The Natives, at least, cannot think that the amend- 
ments were unreasonable. On the contrary, they believe they were right and 
just. Neither can it be said that the honorable gentleman who is an old, able 
and distinguished pleader, was 8 pm to the task of explaining his meaning 
to his colleagues. ‘Thus one is forced, even with great reluctance, to refer the 
phenomena to the remaining third cause, namely, to the apathy of the European 
members to the rights and welfare of the Native subjects of Her Majesty, and 
to their exclusive attention to the pecuniary interests of the Government. (The 
Nydya Sindhu (13) of the 2nd July also contains an article on this Bill, express- 
Ing views very similar to those summarised above). 


| The Dnaydn Prakdsk (3) of the 5th July devotes a long article to the notice 

of the proceedings of the public meeting of the inhabitants of Bombay, held on 
the 30th June last for.considering the question of forming a corps‘of European 
volunteers. The writer very strongly deprecates the exhibition of caste feeling 
made in the meeting by some European members. To permit this feeling to 
influence political questions is extremely mischievous. It produces undesirable 
feelings between the ruling and the subject races. Our rulers express them- 
selves to be thoroughly satisfied with the loyalty of the Natives; and if they 
are so satisfied, they ‘ould make no invidious distinctions between the Eu- 


a 


s10n if they ask it to become volunteers. 
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ropeans and the Natives, and should grant to the latter cheerfully the permis- 
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‘hq Kalpataru (16) of the Ist July states that some of the bailiffs here 
(Sholépur) not having sufficient work of their own, are made by the kind Judge 


of Shol4pur to do the work of common coolies or rather convicts. They are 
made to draw carts loaded with manure or wood. The writer says that he has 
stated above what he has himself personally seen. It is not only the bailiffs 
who have not enough of their own proper work. Why then are the bailifis 
only put to this hard and degrading work? The writer says that the Judge is 

not right and just in putting these poor servants of Government to this low 
work. i Si 


The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 1st July, observes with regard to the Bill 
No. 8 of 1877, or the new Abkéri bill, now fying before the Bombay Legislature, 
that it would have been better had it not been introduced into the Council. In 
regard to toddy only it seems advantageous ; but in other respects it is worth- 
less. The present abkéri law is a cripple; it cannot move from its place and 
put down smuggling. The propises aw or the new Bill is lame; it may 
attempt to put down smuggling, but it will not be able to doit. Unless the 
British Government takes into its own hands the production of liquor not only 
in Damaun, Wdnsda and Dharampore but in the Gdikwddi villages and in the 
State of Sachin, establishes distilleries in them, and levies the same fee on the 
liquor produced in all these places, smuggling will not cease and the people 
will be annoyed in spite of the proposed law. In the new law as authority is 
distributed, more inducement will be given to smuggling and the number of 
es. who are to share in the illgotten gains of the smuggling will increase. 

fthe British Government passes a law requiring the manufacture of liquor of 
the same strength in British territory and the Native States, and levies on it 
the same amount of fee, there will be no more smuggling, the Government will 
not have to spend much money on the abkdri department, and, what is the 
- most important of all benefits, the public will be spared the great annoyance to 

which: it is put, and the Government will earn five times its present income. 


The Surya Prakdsh (42) of the 30th June, but received on the Ist July, is 
highly thankful to His Excellency the Governor of Bombay for appointing the 
Honourable Mr. T. C. Hope as Revenue Commissioner N. D. This officer is 
able and ge While the Collector of Surat he benefited that district 
.considerably.. His appointment, therefore, as Revenue Commissioner, N. D., 
raises sanguine hopes of his doing considerable good to the northern division of 
this mpi agent peeneny to Guzerat, where a considerable quantity of land is 
lying waste, which Mr. Hope will not fail to bring under cultivation. Moreover, 
overnment has sanctioned that Surat should be made the head-quarters of the 
Northern Division ; and this arrangement cannot but be beneficial. The appoint- 


com of this officer must prove advantageous to the Government as well as the 
ryots. ) 


_ The Hitechchhu (43) of Ahmedabad of the 28th June, but received on the 
ist July, requests the Superintendent of Pofice of Ahmedabad not to give per- 
mission to aie caste dinners to the Audich Brahmins of that city, without first 
_ obtaining securities from those who give these dinners; that they will take due 
steps to prevent the rows which frequently occur at these dinner-parties, and 
binding them to pay a certain fine in case any rows occur on those occasions. 
The Audich Brahmins are a quarrelsome set of fellows, and frequently create 
, Tows at their caste dinner-parties. Out of one hundred caste dinner-parties, in 

about forty of them rows take place, in which persons are beaten or severely 
wounded, and complaints of ornaments from the yerson being lost on these 


Occasions are made. Most of these cases, or nearly thirty-five out of the 
forty, are amicably settled ty the intercession of respectable persons, and the 
Temaining five go before the authorities. Two cases are at present pending 
inquiry and decision before the authorities. — 
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- Samachdér does not see that the exp 
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The Homey Samachar (44) of the 3rd July, in referring to the meeting of 
the citizens of Bombay, held in the Town Hall on Saturday last, for raising a 
volunteer corps in Bombay, observes that no one had thought that so soon 
after Sir Richard Temple’s becoming the Governor of Bombay, such a scene as 
was enacted in a public meeting held under His Excellency’s presidency would 
occur. Sir Philip Wodehouse soon after his becoming Governor had in this 
very building expressed, at a Convocation meeting of the Univeciiie of Bombay, 
sentiments making an unpleasant distinction between Europeans and Natives, 
In the public meeting of Saturday last not only similar sentiments have also been 
expressed, but they have also been unfortunately acted upon. After stating 
that the requisition made on the Sheriff to call this meeting, invited all ‘‘ inhab- 
itants of Bombay ” and mentioned that it was “‘ for discussing the ‘desirability 
of raising a volunteer corps in Bombay,” the Bombay Samdchdr observes that 
Mr. Pirozshah Merwdnji Mhetd’s motion that “‘it was not proper to lay before 
a public meeting of the inhabitants of Bombay a proposition to raise a 
volunteer corps of Euopeans ony. was proper and just, and the Bombay 

anation given on the occasion recommending 
the withdrawing this proposition was appropriate. | 


_ he same of the 4th July, in resuming the subject of the public meeting in 

regard to the volunteer corps in Bombay, observes that His Excellency the 
Governor expressed in this meeting that he had doubts that a volunteer corps 
of the natives could be raised under the existing law and administrative policy. 
This explanation does not openly say that a Native volunteer corps cannot be 
raised or Native volunteers cannot be enlisted with European ns. ar yet 
it means so by implication. However, His Excellency deserves many thanks 
for respecting the feelings of the Natives and not making so explicit an assertion 
in this matter, as was made by Mr. Maxwell and Mr. Maclean. There is no 
doubt now that Government is not willing to raise volunteer corps of the 
Natives or to enlist Native volunteers with European ones. This unwillingness 
indicates that it does not trust Natives, and this distrust hurts the feelings of 
the Natives, particularly of the sensitive and educated ones. His Excellency 
the Governor, in impeding the raising of a volunteer corps of the Natives of 
Bombay, expressed the high opinion he entertained of their loyalty; and for 
this expression the people of Bombay are grateful to him. 


The Jéme Jamsed (45) also in its issue of the 30th June, but received on 
the 2nd July, devotes a leader to the notice of the Revenue Code Bill now 
lying before the Bombay Legislative Council. The article begins with the 

uently-made observations of the Native Press, that the work of enacting 
laws goes on in the Bombay Legislature in such haste that the people are scarce- 
ly allowed time to. saneider and express their opinions upon these measures. 
The consequence of this undue haste is that laws are passed by the Council 
before they elicit an expression of the public opinion, and the comments made 
after the enacting of the Bills into laws are little attended to. It is true that 
there are in this Council some members representing the public, and some of 
them saenerye their duties to the public very stidiaaiouily. But the Council 
containing a large number of Government members, the independent members 
are generally in the minority, and they, therefcre, are powerless before the 
majority of the Government members, although they may bring strong proofs 
in support of their propositions. A fresh and striking illustration of what has 
been stated above has occurred in the case of this Revenue Code Bill. After 
these preliminary observations, the Jame Jamsed proceeds to notice the Bill 
itself. It observes that the Bill contains much objectionable matter. After 
making a few observations similar to those made by some of its contemporaries 
and noticed in this and previous summaries, the Jdme Jamsed observes that the 
Honorable Mr. Wishwandth Nérdyan Mandalik, who possesses a good know 


_ Of revenue matters, brought strong objections against certain sections of the 


ill and put forward amendments. But all his strong opposition has had no 
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' effect whatever. Including himself there were votes of four Natives in favour of 
the amendments; while against them there were votes of seven European 
members. It seemed as if the President and the European members had pre- 
determined to oppose the amendments put forward by the Honorable Mr. Man- 
dalik. ‘The Honorable Mr. Mandalik tried hard to convince the Council b 
strong arguments, but he failed in his purpose. It is admitted on all han 
that laws should be made with the consent of the people on whom they are to 
be enforced ; and hence it is necessary that the number of members representing 
the public should be equal to that of the Government members. The public 
therefore anxiously wishes that due changes in the constitution of the Council 
should be made, so as to make the number of independent and Government 
members'equal. In the Revenue Code Bill the rights to private estates have 
been endangered, and hence owners of private property will not fail to submit 
a protest against the Code to the Secretary of State for India. In this way 
the public will have to appear in opposition to the local Government. This 
opposition is by no means seemly ; and to remove the chance of such scenes it 
is necessary to make due alterations in the constitution of the legislature. 


The same of the 4th July, referring to the meeting held in the Town Hall 
for raising a volunteer crops of Europeans, expresses an opinion in regard to 
the motion of Mr. Perozsh4h Mhetd, quite the reverse of the one expressed by 
the Bombay Samdchér (44), The Jaéme Jamsed observes that Mr. Mhet4 made 
a great mistake in putting forward the amendment. It was quite plain that the 
meeting of Saturday last was convened at the requisition of European agitators 
for raising a volunteer crops of Europeans only. When it was so, there was 
no reason for Mr. Mhetd’s supposing that the raising of a European crops was 
an insult to the Natives. An explanation was also given why a public meeting 
of the people was held, and it was not unsatisfactory. Moreover, Natives have 
no mind to enlist as volunteers. For all these reasons the amendment put for- 

ward by Mr. Mhet4 was quite uncalled for. 


The Arya Mitra (50) of the 24th June, but received on the 5th July, 
regrets that the law does not put down speculators who lay wagers for the fall 
of rain within a specified time. This speculation is most openly made, though it 
is not differerit from gambling, which the law so properly prohibits and punishes. 
Large sums of money are won and lost in this ruinous speculation. 


The Samsher Béhdédur =) of the 29th June, but received on the 
Ast July, bestows a high eulogy on the administration of Mr. Borrodaile, the 
Collector and Magistrate of the district of Ahmedabad. The Collector, observes 
the Samsher, is a simple and plain gentleman, of a cool disposition and of affable 
and courteous manners. He always goes on foot for a walk without any peon 
to attend upon him, and thereby gives an opportunity to petitioners to re- 
‘goers their grievances to him personally. Whenever he goes into the districts 
he calls to himself the ryots, patiently listens to what they have to aay and 
shows anxiety to build roads, wells, tanks, &c., for their convenience. He has 
built in many villages dharmashdlés, wells, and tanks; he has laid out several 
roads from one village to another; he has planted trees by the sides of roads in 
the towns and in the district. By these good works and his good and affable 
manners he has made himself beloved by the ryots, who are to be heard singing 
his praises. Mr. Borrodaile has done something for the town of Ahmedabad also. 
e has improved the Kéranjé and has given it a beautiful appearance. He is 
building a public pooner at Ahmedabad. In its last issue the Hitechchhu of 
Ahmedabad (43) believed the rumour that this garden was intended for the use 
ot Europeans only, and pointed out the impropriety of the exclusive use. The 
Samsher, relying upon the truth of this rumour, also commented upon the rumoured 
Proposal. But from trustworthy information received by the ‘Samsher since, the 
above rumour is false. The garden is to be kept — to the general public 
rege en and is to be useful to the people ‘like the other works of 
0 r. . 
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The same, in the.next leader, prays Mr. Borrodaile to establish a school of 
industry and arts in the City of Ahmedabad. Such a school, observes the 


Samsher, is undoubtedly very useful and very much needed in the present con- 


dition of the people. A large amount has been collected by the edabddis 
for establishing an arts’ college in Guzerat, but it is quite insufficient for that 
institution. A school of industry can well be opened with that amount, aided 
by some help from the Municipality, the general public and the Government. 
The writer earnestly requests the attention of the popular Collector to this sug- 
gestion. tie | : 

The same contains a short leader, headed ‘‘ The Mercy of Government and 
the Unfortunate Cultivators.” The farmers of this country, observes the Samsher, 
are very ignorant and poor. They work hard in their fields and grow corn, 
but they cannot retain enough out of it for their own maintenance throughout 
the year and are half-starved. If their crops fail but fora single year, they 
find themselves reduced to distress and starvation ; and Government, believing 
the cause of this miserable state of the ryots to be no other than the cupidit 
and extortions of the Sowkdrs or money-lenders, has inserted in the new Civil 
Procedure Act certain provisions throwing great difficulties in the way of the 
money-lenders in recovering their loans from cultivators. But the result of this 
legislation has been that the Sowkdrs,have discontinued .to give any further 
credits to the cultivators, who, consequently, find themselves thrown into a 
greater difficulty. ‘They cannot now get money to buy bullocks, seed and other 
necessaries of cultivation, and their work of tilling the land is considerably im- 
peded. If Government believes that it is not good for the ryots to borrow from 
the Sowkdrs, it ought to create some other convenience for the ryots to obtain 
money for conducting their occupation of cultivating the soil. But Gov- 
ernment eannot, it knows, well enter into mercantile transactions with its 


subjects. Hence the true way of improving the condition of the ryots is not to 


throw artificial difficulties in the way of borrowing, but to improve and increase 
the intelligence of the ryots, and, thereby to enable them to be more thrifty and 
provident, and thus be independent of borrowing. 


The Fastine in the Deccan. 


The Native Opinion (2): ofthe 1st July, in an article, headed ‘ The 
Means suggested by Government for closing the Famine Works,” referring to 
the Government Resolution of the 20th June, observes that it is true that, as 
the monsoons have set in, the agricultural operations of the country on which 
the well-being of the whole population mainly depends, should at once be 
commenced, and that Government and the charitable -public, which have been 
so nobly sustaining the good work of mitigating the distress of the famine- 
stricken people, should be relieved from their arduous task. But it cannot: be 
supposed that the famine will disappear as soon as the rains have set in. 
Neither food for men nor fodder for the beasts are showered down along with 
the rain-water. Rain is, no doubt,a main condition, but not the only con- 
dition, of the plenty of food. It requires the concurrence of other conditions 
to produce this desired effect. It is very plain, therefore, that the simple fact 
of the rain-fall does not at once cause the famine to disappear. But Government, 
it appears, means to act in this matter in the same spirit as it has been actin 

ong in connection with this Deccan famine. Its unwillingness to spen 
make it believe that it can demolish the famine by a simple stroke of its pen. 
The writer then gives the substance of the Government Resolution referred 
to above, and observes that such of the ryots as are in a condition to givé up 
‘Wo at the relief works, will not remain there even if Government were 
to ask them to do so. But those who have no means of earning their livelihood, 


would be in great embarrassment if they were dismissed from the relief works. 


Our Government is so generous that it would give no advances to the poor 
cultivators. Nor does it think how the poor fellows are to get credit from the 


Sowkérs. This policy of G Overnment is sure to cause great distress and even 
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death to many poor and helpess ryots. Such a Mérwéri spirit is altogether 
unbecoming in a Government which calls itself enlightened, liberal and - 
tian. (The Kalpataru (16) of the 1st July also refers to this resolution, and 
_.denounces it in the same strong terms.) 


_ The Daydn Prakdsh (3) of the 5th July, in a short para., headed ‘“ The 
Kindness of Government,” says it has heard that Government has resolved to 
advance pecuniary help to the ryots in the famine districts under the following 
conditions :—T hose who need the advance should make an application to the 
Collector of the district. The borrower is to mortgage to Government a piece 
of land capable of. yielding produce equal in value to the amount to be bor- 

rowed and twenty-five per cent. more. ‘The borrower is also to give proper 
security in addition to the above mortgage. The loan is to be applied exclu- 

sively to the tilling of the soil only; BE er cent. is to be charged on the loan as 
interest. ‘The Indu Prakdsh cousiders these terms ag very liberal, and thanks 
_ Government for this liberality and kindness towards the famine-stricken ryots. 


The Rast Gofldr (47) of the 1st July opens with a leader, headed ‘‘A 
Nation saved by the British,” in which heartfe 

the British Government for the successful management of the Deccan famine. 
The orders of the Bombay Government to send the labourers on the relief-work 
+o their respective homes, closes a bright page in the British Indian History. 
The redemption of 80 lakhs of human beings from a terrible famine immorta- 
lizes the name of the British rulers, and the miracle of the redemption elicits 
heartfelt thanks from every loyal heart. The largest number of the labourers 
on the relief works was 4,00,189 in March last. This number does not appear 
large when compared with the entire population. But it must not be forgotten 
that the feeding of this number has cost alarge sum. More money will be required 
and the entire cost of the Deccan famine will come up to about one kror of rupees. 
We are thankful not only for the saving of the lives of so many labourers at so 
much cost : other persons than the labourers have been saved from the miseries of 
the dreadful catastrophe by the public charities and the timely supply of grain. 
This has been achieved by the great power, vast resources, and the good policy 
of the British Government; and thus the entire population of the Deccan is, in 
one way or another, thankful to its rulers. Government is bound to exercise 
due economy in the money to be spent for even averting the evils of the famine, 
and there are expectations of its saving fifty laes of rupees from the estimate it had 
made, In exercising this economy the Saisiaaiont committed some blunders ; 
some mismanagement was made in regard to the labourers ; some agitation was 
created among the people ; some labourers died of pain and illness. But, not- 
withstanding all this, is there any one in this country besides its English rulers 
_ who can save the entire population from the miseries of a famine ? 


Municipalities. 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 2nd July very strongly complains of the bad 
condition of the cholera hut raised at Tanna. It is ill-situated, damp and 
exposed to the wind. It is built on the ground allotted to the public burial, as 
if the patients taken there, when dead, may be removed to their resting place 
without much trouble. As to how the unhappy patients are fed and medically 
treated, it is hard to say, as those who are taken there seldom or never return 
to tell how they fared there. The writer earnestly requests the attention of 
the Municipal Commissioners of Tanna and of the District Collector to this 

serious matter, and asks them to take the needful steps to mend the complaint. 
_ Inthe opinion of the writer a plentiful supply. of es water is one of the effec- 
tual means to secure the people of Tanna fro 


The Dharwar Writt (25) of the 28th June, but received on the Ist July, 


yee several complaints against the management of the maniepalit of. 


harwar. Firstly, the gutters of the town are in a bad'condition. They are 


lt deep gratitude is expressed to 


m the periodical attacks of cholera. 
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a in many places deep, and the passengers often run the risk of falling into 


them and receiving injuries. Secondly, there are few or no lights in the town. 


' Thirdly, there is no convenient place for a public market. Fourthly, the 
- Jocal hospital is situated at an inconvenient distance for the weak patients. The 
writer suggests that medicines should be dispensed in the Municipal Office as 
‘was actually done some time ago. Fifthly, several bye-streets and lanes of the 
town are very dirty and full of offensive smells. They should be properly 
cleansed and kept in a good condition, that the health of the town may not be 
iit. And sixthly and lastly, there isa public dharmashdld erected for the 
use of travellers of all castes; but as there are butchers’ shops in the close vici- 
nity of the dharmashd4lé, the building has become practically useless to the non- 
flesh-eating castes, such as Brahmins, Lyngayats, &c. The authorities con- 
cerned have been repeatedly requested to remove these meat-shops to some 
other place, but the request has not received from those authorities the atten- 
tion it deserves. The Municipality of Dharwar, though prodigal enough in 
spending its funds on works of comparatively little or doubtful utility to the 
general tax-paying: public, is backward in carrying out works which are reall 
and urgently needed for the convenience and comfort of the general body of 


_ the people. 


_ The Jdme Jamsed (45) of the 5th July raises a complaint about the new 
Dhobighaut, or washermen’s washing-place, near Mahdélakshimi or Breach Candy, 
at Bombay. ‘The Jame Jamsed observes that the place of the old Dhobighaut 
on the Esplarade having been made over to the G. I. P. Railway, the municipa- 
lity has assigned to the washermen of Bombay a new place for washing clothes 
at Mahdlakshimi. The latter place is, however, quite unfit for carrying on 
washermen’s work. The washermen who will work there, will not be able to 
preserve their health; and the persons who will wear the clothes washed there 
will be subjected to some sort of disease. In the rains the place of the new 
ghaut is covered with rain-water, and the water of the road gutters mixes with 
it, and the whole place appears a large sheet of water. This water stinks, and 
there can be no doubt that the persons working in such a place will catch fever 
and other diseases. Moreover, there is no proper place for the washermen to 
dry the newly-washed clothes in the monsoon, and the wearers of clothes dried 
on the stinking -place are sure to catch diseases. It seems very strange that 
these defects of the place did not strike the municipal authorities when they 
determined upon assigning it to the washermen. ‘hese defects are so very 
obvious that they strike even men of common understanding; and when they 


did not occur to the municipal authorities, it shews how very careless the latter — 


are in the discharge of their duties. The Corporation has also acted unjustly 
with some of the washermen. It did not give notice to the washermen who 
washed clothes at the Dhobighaut on the Esplanade to vacate the place and 
remove to the new ghaut, and at once cut off the water-pipe and stopped the 
nee of water, and has thus not given them an opportunity to- represent if 
they had any objections to remove to the new ghaut at Mahdlakshmi. - Of those 
who have removed tothe new ghaut, some have been obliged to stop their 
work on account of a want of place to dry the washed clothes upon. The 
Jéme Jamsed advises these washermen to. sue the Corporation for the damage 
done to their occupation. : 


Native States. 


The Gugerat Mitra (41) of the 1st July contains a leader, headed “ Un- 
common Injustice to the Banids in the Nawdnagar State.” Since Mr. Nérdyanraw 
Kharkar has begun to administer this State great injustice has been done 
to the Banidé servants of it. All Banids, whether as Mahdlkaries, Wahiwdtdars, 


or holders of other offices have been dismissed from their posts, and the yacan-, 
ties have been filled by the new Diwan by appointing to them persons of his 
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1) Bowe } 
own caste. All the Banid seryants cannot be said to be corrupt so as to deserve 
* guch asummary dismissal. If any of them were suspected of any wrong conduct, 
he should have been put upon his trial and should have been dealt with 
 gecording to the result of the enquiry. Again, the men of Mr. Nérdyanrdw’s_ . 
caste who have been appointed in the places of the dismissed Banids, are quite © a 
ignorant of the Guzerdti language, and consequently great hindrances have 
arisen in the administration and the ryots have to suffer great inconveniences. 
The Mitra then states that the new Diwdn has acted unjustly towards Mr. 
Welji Dewji, the friend who was instrumental in obtaining for him (Mr Kharkar) | 
the Diwdnship, and towards Mr. Lakhmichand, the son of Mr. Bhagwdnji, the 
late Diwén. ‘Two instances are given ofthe unjust conduct of the new Diwdn 
towards Mr. Lakhmichand. The British Government ought to interfere and to 
prevent the injustice done to the Banié servants of the Nawandgar State, and to 
protect the subjects of that State, who have been much dissatisfied on account of 
the new officers brought from the Deccan. | 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (43) of Ahmedabad of the 28th June, 
but received on the Ist July, states that mounted robbers have committed four 
highway robberies in one day within the precincts of the village of Sander, 
near Patan. He also states that these or con h yey also plundered a cultivator 
of two hundred rupees between the villages of Goraden and Manud. Thus. 
highway robberies have become very frequent in the northern part of the 
Géikwddi State. Has the Diwdn of Baroda taken any steps to put down this 
evil, which must have reached his ears through the reports made by the 
@dikw4di officers or through the Native newspapers ? asks the writer. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 

. Reporter on the Native Press. 

Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 10th July 1877. 
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The Public Administration. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 8th July devotes a leader to the notice of 
the proceedings of the — meeting of the inhabitants of Bombay, held on 
the 30th July in the Town Hall, for considering the question of forming a 
yolunteer corps in that city. After referring, more or less briefly, to the 
different speeches made on the occasion, and, after remarking that the speech 
of Mr. Justice West, though fine and dignified, was highly calculated to ridicule 
and taunt the Natives, and that such utterances may be well indulged in by 
Englishmen, hecause they are the rulers, but, in truth, what Mr. West said of 
the Natives can be easily retorted on the Englishmen themselves, the writer 
observes, that it was not a very proper and good thing to make an invidious 
distinction between the ruling and the subject races such as was made on this 
occasion, especially when our rulers are so mach convinced of the loyalty of the 
latter. The difficulty from the law and the administrative practice referred to 
by the President, do not appear to exist in reality to several thoughtful persons. 

owever, the suggestion thrown out by His Excellency to the Natives to 
convene a public meeting of their countrymen and to petition Government 
formally on the subject, is an excellent one, and the Natives are strongly 
exhorted to act on it at once. And if there be any small difficulty from the law 
and from any other source, the influential and far-sighted statesman who is 
now at the head of our Government, is sure to find the means of ye pee or 
removing it. Let our countrymen try, and leave the success of their endea- 
vours to the wisdom and generosity of our enlightened rulers. (The Arunodaya 
(9) of the same date, in an editorial on the above subject, observes that the 
amendment made by Mr. Methé-and seconded by Mr. Telang was very proper 
and just, and ought to have received better consideration than it actually did 
But though we, Natives, act with an open mind and sincere loyalty towards 
our rulers, our English rulers do not act towards us with the same openness of 
mind, but regard us with distrust and jealousy ; and to this distrust and jealousy 
the Arunodaya attributes the failure of Mr. Meth4’s amendment. The writer in 
the Arunodaya does not know how to reconcile this conduct. of our rulers with 
their professed belief in and satisfaction with our loyalty. Then referring to 
the existing Act, the Arunodaya observes that that Act does not declare all the 
Natives to be unfit for the use of arms. It permits giving licences for the 
possession and use of arms to those with whose respectability and loyalty the 
authorities are satisfied. Then the Bombay Government would not have gone 
against the disarming Act of the Government of India, if it had permitted 
Natives of known respectability and loyalty, such as the proposer and seconder 
of the amendment, to join a volunteer corps. This course would have satisfied 
the Natives, and the Government would have run no risk whatever). 


__ The same, in another article, headed ‘‘ The Munsiff’s Case in Kattywar,” 
reproduces from the Times of India a case of alleged arbitrary conduct of the 
Political Agent of Kattywar. After stating the facts of the case as given in the 
Times of India, the Native Opinion remarks that from these facts the munsiff 
does not seem to have committed any impropriety whatever. He felt a doubt 
regarding a point of law, and requested his superior officer to get it cleared up 5 
and if this be regarded as a serious fault and a proof of want of proper inde- 
pendence in him, the idea is very extraordinary. It is very astonishing that . 
this sort of thing should occur under the authority of such an able officer as Mr. 
Peile. This cannot but lead the people to believe that the English imperialism 
is tending towards the old Mogl4i. The attention of Sir Richard Temple’s Gov- 
ernment is forcibly, but respectfully, drawn to this matter, and His Excellency 
is requested to inquire into it; and if it is-true, to save the administration of 
his Government from the stain of this obvious injustice. (The Belgaum Samachar 
(11) of the 9th July also notices this case and makes:similar remarks on it.) 
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The Shiwdji (27) of the 6th July, but received on the 9th, referring to the 
; ings of the recent public meeting in the Town Hall at Bombay, for the 
purpose of raising a volunteer corps, observes that it was, no doubt, a good 
‘sign that the Native gentlemen respectfully and courageously protested against 
their exclusion from the honourable privilege of all free citizens of serving the 
State ; still it is not enough on the part of the Natives to remain contented with 
this protest only. As His Excellency the Governor who presided on the occa- 
_ gion was good enough to assure the protesters that, if the Natives would present 
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to his Government a formal pa expressing their wish to form a volunteer 


corps, he would bestow his best attention on their prayer, the Natives should 
take this hint, and prepare and send a petition to His Excellency. on this very 
important subject. ‘T’he writer in the Shiwdji points out the importance and 


dignity of this privilege of free citizenship, and exhorts his countrymen to try 


the acquire it. He tells them not to be discouraged even if they get an un- 

favourable ey. to their first petition. He then respectfully requests Govern- 

ment not to disappoint the Natives in this matter through a mere prejudice. A 
few thousands, at the most, of Native volunteers dispersed over this vast country 
ean never be any danger to the State under any circumstances. Moreover, 
Government has in its own hands the power. of granting permission to enter 

- tha corps that may be formed ; and it need only-grant it to. those with whose 

| ctability and loyalty it is satisfied. While, on the one hand, the measure 

’ js thus incapable of doing any mischief to the State, it is caleulated, on the other 
hand, to render some service to it on emergent occasions. Again, by shewing 
a generous trust in the subject races, Government will add greatly to the cordi- 
ality of feeling between itself and its Native subjects. 


The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 8th July observes with regard to the new 
Abkéri Bill lying before the Bombay Legislature, that the Mitra has made in its 
last issue some comments upon this measure, but it has done so in ignorance 
of an important fact. ~The Bull does not state, with sufficient clearness, whethe 

"the measure is intended to be applied to the whole of the Bombay Presidency, 
or only to the British territory in it. And hence the Mitra finds itself con- 
stramed to express further views upon it. If the proposed law is to be held 
applicable to the British provinges in this presidency, it deserves to be opposed, 

Inasmuch as it will give unnecessary annoyance to the dealers in liquor, smug- 
glers will be encouraged, and the ryots will be annoyed and burdened with the 
same or perhaps more fees than the existing abkéri fees. Government will not 
also be able to obtain more revenue from this source, for which it wants to 
enact a new law. If, on the other hand, the proposed law is to apply to the 
whole of the Bombay Presidency, smuggling will be effectually put down, and 
the dealers, the ryots, and Government will be benefited. : 


A correspondent of the Jdéme Jamsed (45) of the 9th July requests the Post 
Master General of Bombay and Inspecting Post Master of Guzerat to open a 
post office at Widrd, in the Nawsari Mahal, of the Gdikwdr’s State, There is 
no post office here, and its post is brought and taken away on alternate days 
by the rural messenger of the post office of Wdlod, which is fourteen miles from 

i4ra. The people of this. place carry on a good deal of correspondence, and 


a post.office there will be advantageous both to these people and to the Govern- 
ment. 


The Rast Goftdr (47) of the 8th July contains a leader, headed “The 
Great Constitutional Topic of the Day,” in which it-observes that the Fuller case — 


_ has conferred many more advantages than were expected from it. It has given 
birth to a memorable minute of His Excellency the Viceroy, ‘a learned protest 
from a High Court, and a noteworthy discussion in Parliament. The first- 
named document has given hot-headed Europeans salutary advice, and has 
awakened partial magistrates to their right duty. The second document has 
exposed a defect in the constitution of the 4 
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" cussion in Parliament has not resulted in the removal of that defect, it has 


- forcibly drawn our attention to the short-coming. This imperfection is a serious 


question affecting the political liberty and advancement of India. The tele- 

raphic substance of the discussion in Parliament shews that the national Eng- 
fish tribunal has decided that both the Viceroy and the Secretary of State have 
acted rightly in the Fuller case. The Solicitor General of England has ex- 
plained. that as long as the High Courts of India are not subject to the authority 
of Parliament, so long they must remain subject to the authority of the Viceroy. 
The question then arises, is it not good to make the Indian High Courts res- 
ponsible to, Parliament instead of to the Viceroy, and thereby to make them 
quite independent of the Indian Government ? To relieve these courts from the 
authority of the Indian Government and to place them under the authority. of 
Parliament is tantamount to placing them on the same footing as is occupied by 
the superior courts of England. ‘To make the Indian High Courts independent 
of Government is to alter the arbitrary constitution of Government and to con- 
fer new independence on the Indian subjects. The Rdst Goftar hopes the Indian 
patriots will take up this important question and press it upon the attention of 
the English nation with due force. ’ 


The Yajdén Parast (49) of the 8th July highly praises Major-General 
Kennedy for ably managing the ‘ Famine Department” of Bombay. He was 
entrusted with the entire management of this important’ work, and he has been 
‘doing it with exemplary care, anxiety and punctuality. The weekly famine- 
reports have punctually appeared and have kept the public well informed of 
the progress of famine and of the relief-measures. Major-General Kennedy’s 
work has elicited praise, when the officers of the Madras Presidency entrusted 
with the famine work in that presidency received nothing but censure from all 
sides. ‘The Parast hopes the Government of India and the Secretary of State 
will duly reward the great services of the Public Works’ Secretary to the Gov- 
ernment of Bombay. 


The Deshi Mitra (51) of the 12th July complains about the conduct of a 
lunatic named Karamchand Kasturchand, a resident in a house near Khabutar- 
khdénd, in the chowk at Surat. He was an inmate of the lunatic asylum at 
Colaba, but, for some reason not known, he was discharged and has come and 
resided in Surat. Since the day of his arrival here he foully abuses the passen- 
gers who happen to pass by the window of his house; throws stones at them ; 
sometimes spills water on them; and throws filth and dirt on the walls of the 

neighbouring houses. Sometimes he stands naked (at the window). On a 
complaint- being made to the police about this lunatic, attempts are made to 
catch him, but he takes good care to close the doors’ of his house and conse- 
quently cannot be got at. The Mitra requests the police to obtain the permis- 
sion of the authorities to forcibly enter into the house of the lunatic, and to 
apprehend and send him to the lunatic asylum at Ahmedabad. 


The Famine in the Deccan. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 9th July has a long editorial, headed “ The Fa- 


mine in the Deccan, and the Duties of Government, of the Native States and of 
Wealthy Persons in connection therewith.” The article opens with a rapid 
account of the appearance of the calamity and its gradual progress over a 
vast extent of the country, of the great distress and miseries it has produced 
among the unhappy millions, and of the great and noble efforts made by the 
British Government, by some of. the Native States, such as that of Gwalior, 


Indore, &c., by many pallantts opists and wealthy individuals, and by the ever- 


active and watchful Sdrwajanik Sabh4 of Poona and other associations. The 
writer, however, is very sorry to remark here the unaccountable. faa 
and inactivity of the good people of Bengal towards their suffering brethren of 


this presidency on this dire occasion, especially when only a few years ayo, 
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 * ‘qwhen — was visited by a similar misfortune, Bombay and other cities of 
_. . this presidency raised large sums of money by public subscriptions, and sent 

- them to that presidency for the relief of its ryots. The British Govern- 
ment has, no doubt, done and is doing much to mitigate the distress of the 
afflicted districts, and to save their ryots from starvation, and deserves great 
praise and gratitude from the country. Yet one cannot help remarking that its 
conduet on this occasion was rather cold, and not so hearty as on the oceasion 
of the late Bengal famine. The writer then refers to the prospects of the current 

ear, and observes that though the first rains have been vouchsafed to most of 

@ afflicted districts, still the cultivating classes have been reduced to such an 
utterly helpless condition that, without due help from without, they can do 
nothing to cultivate their lands and thereby to ensure the plenty of the coming 
season. ‘hese ryots also require to be fed till the harvest time arrives. The 
Government and the charitable public, therefore, are earnestly requested, the 
former to grant the needful advances to the poor cultivators and to continue the 
relief-works for some time longer, and the latter to prolong the good work of 
charity to the helpless paupers. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (8) of the 9th July has an article, headed ‘‘ The Un- 
bearable Sufferings of the Famine-stricken Ryots.” The article opens with a 
remark, that the distress to which the ryots of the famine-stricken districts are 
exposed, can be adequately realized not by those whose observation is confined 
to what they see in the large towns, such as Bombay and Poona, but only by 
those who have seen the ryots in their small villages in the mofussil. The 
writer then refers to the notorious and general poverty of the Indian ryots, 
caused in his opinion by the exhorbitant land-tax and by the rapacity of the 
sowkdér or money-lender. Such a peasantry very easily succumbs to a great 
distress and starvation, if their crops fail even for a single season. And though 
the Dnydn Prakdsh is not at all unconscious of the great humanity and genero- 
sity of the British Government, as Re in its noble ‘efforts to relieve the 
distress of the millions of its poor Indian subjects, and is highly and sincerely 
grateful to it, yet it cannot help iremarking that some of its great officers refuse 
to believe the utter helplessness of the ryots, in spite of the strong evidence in 
support of the fact, Here the writer refers to the refusal of the late Governor 
to call a public meeting of the people of Bombay to raise a public subscription 
‘in aid of the famine-stricken ryots, and to the unwillingness of His Excellency 
the present Governor to recommend a remission of the assessment this year to 
afflicted districts, and to his persistent adherence to the one-pound of corn theory 
against the strongest arguments of science and experience. If Government 
wished, asserts the Dnydn Prakdsh, it has had ample proofs of the utter help- 
lessness of the ryots of the famine-stricken districts. As one of these proofs, the 
writer refers to some statistics recently fe, 2 by the mint authorities. of 
Bombay. In conclusion, Government is humbly requested to bestow a calm 
and dispassionate consideration on the matter, and to sanction the remission of 
the assessment and the grant of advances, where needful, and thus complete the 
good and noble work of humanity it has undertaken, and to strengthen still 
more the claim it has so well founded to the ever-lasting gratitude of the millions 
of its subjects, 


The same of the 12th July has a long article, headed ‘* The Danger of Clos- 
ing the Relief Works at the Present Stage of the Famine.” The article refers 
to the holding off of the rains during the last fortnight or so; to the rapid rise 
in the prices of provisions; to the scarcity of the stock in the afflicted districts ; 
to the utter destitution of the ryots and their inability to maintain themselves 
or to obtain credit from the sowkér; and to the awfully increasing intensity 
of the distress ; and observes that if Government will stop or eyen diminish the 


relief-works at this,time, the measure is syre to lead to the most disastrous effects 
- On the poor ryots, and, indirectly, to the State itself, The article is evidently — 
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| arophi of ar h recer tly appeared in the Times of India 
criticising the Government on of the 


an amplification of an editorial whi 
solutic June last. 


The Hitechchhu (20) of Kalddgi pfthe sth July publishes letters from a J 
correspondent writing from Bijdpur.. The writer, after alluding to the holding :: 


off of the rain and the excessively high prices to which common provisions have 
risen at Bijépur, observes thatthe annasatra, or the alms-house, in that town 
gets now excessively crowded, But owing to the bad management of this in- 
stitution, some persons do not get. any food for one or two days successively, 
and, consequently, some deaths from starvation occur here every week. Gov- 


ernment has appointed faminesinspectors; but these officers the correspondent 
denounces as utterly useless. Five, rupees-are given to each of these inspectors 


for any emergent work of relief;. but they never spend a pie from this one. 
Several of them never move through villages as they ought; and others do 
move occasionally, but the unhappy sufferers receive no benefit whatever from 
their movements. On the public works there are orders to make payments to 
the labourers every third day. But the orders remain only on paper, and the 
actual payment is made just. according to the pleasure or convenience of the 
executive officials, The poor work-people do not get their wages sometimes 
even for 15 or 20 days together. “This proceeding leads to disastrous results. 
The writer here gives a few imstances of the oor labourers dying of starvation 

from not getting their wages regularly. Several poor fellows try to live on 
_ gram or even on boiled leaves.and grass. The attention of the high authorities 
is forcibly drawn to this grave matter. : . 


— Municipalities. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh (8) of the 12th July, writing from : 
Pen, complains of the mismanagement of the municipality of that town. The 
streets of the town are encumbered with heaps of rubbish made by the munici- 4 
pality. There is cholera in the town, and while the municipality is exercising | 
pressure on the people to keep their premises clean, the Corporation is itself 
guilty of accumulating dirt in the streets. The roads are out of repair and full 
of holes and protuberances. There are ‘no lights. The municipal inspector 1s 
clearing the gutters and spreading the earth dug out of them on the roads. By 
this arrangement when the rains fall the roads will be full of fine and sticky mud 
to the great annoyance of the passengers. The municipal authorities are request- 
ed to give a better and wiser attention to their duties than they do at present. 


The Akhbdre Sowddgar (46) of the 10th July regrets to see that the muni- 
cipality of Bombay does not take the necessary measures to prevent weak 
buildings being raised. On the beginning of every monsoon or on the occasion 
of a storm several buildings of Bombay fall down, and oftentimes many human 
lives are lost. Among these fallen buildings are not only some old and rotten 
houses of the thickly populated parts of the island, but also some new buildings ; 
and this proves that new buildings erected in Bombay are not built of sufficient 
strength. Since the commencement of the present rains scarcely a day passes 
without the reports that the walls or terraces of some of the bag 95 at Wal- 
keshwar, Grant Road, &c., and some houses of the quarters inhabited by the 
middle classes have fallen down. If searching inquiries were made many 
newly-built houses would be found too weak to withstand heavy rain or a strong | 
storm. The Sowddgar hopes the municipality will not delay any longer to 


adopt the necessary measures to prevent such weak buildings being erected 
henceforward. The necessity for such measures has been long pressed on the 
attention of the Corporation, and yet by the negligence of the municipality m | 
this matter many human lives have been lost. | — 
The Samsher Béhddur (53) of the 6th July, but received on the 8th, com- 


; 


plains that the municipality of Ahmedabad has erected in front of the house of 
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a Ghaénchi, in Kéranj4, a raised square, and has, thereby, stopped the passage 4 

tothe house. Though the land forming passages in lanes is said to belong to ) 
Government (Municipality?), still the residents in lanes have a right to use it. | 
Is it not then a tyranny to erect any building in the front yard of the house of 
an individual and to stop the passage to it? The Collector of Ahmedabad is 
ss yan to inspect the place in front of the house of the Ghénchi in Kéranjé, 
and to remove his grievance. 


> _ 
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Native States. 


The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 8th July again asserts that the principal 

Diwdn of the Jundgarh State is the author of the ruin of the ryots of that State. 

For a long time past complaints against this official have reached the Guzerat 

Mitra, which has been warning the Jundgarh administration against him. But 

it is to be regretted that the Mahomedan advisers of this State have failed to 

take due steps to remove the canker of ruin. The Mitra then describes some 

acts of Raw ‘Bahadur Gokalji Jhalé, calling them the civil acts of the Diwdn. 
The Diwén, says the Mitra, took away two thousand wighds of land from the: 

village of Mawdndé belonging to the Waishuawa Mahérdja of Jundgarh, and 

included it in the village of Héndl4 belonging to the State. He has also appro- 

priated 500 wighas of land in the village of Agatréy. Secondly, with his own 

money the Diwdn made Sundarji and Waid Jddawji partners in the shop of 

Daydshankar Shawji of Jundgarh. After a short time a dispute arose between 

‘ Mr. Gokalji and Daydshankar, and thereupon the account-books of the latter 

were forcibly taken possession of by the former. Daydshankar fervently prayed 

Mr. Jhalé several times to return his books, but did not get them. e there- 

* —_ upon petitioned the Naw4b through Mr. Séle Hindi to redress the wrong. Mr. 

| arsiprasid was ordered to report upon this matter, and a report was sent in, 

but it has been thrown aside. The complainant Daydshankar has recently died. 

Thirdly, a misunderstanding having arisen between the late Political Agent 

Colonel Anderson and Mr. Gokalji, the latter advanced five thousand rupees, 

and made Sunderji and Waid Jdédawji partners in the Town Press at Bombay 

and had articles written against the Political Agent. Fourthly, a loss having 

occurred in the business of the Town Press, Mr. Jhélaé has doubled the salaries 

which Sunderji and Waid Jddawji received from the State, and he applies this 

increase to recoup the loss. 


The same, in another leader, describes certain cases in which it tries to 
shew that the Nydyddhish and some other officers of the Jundgarh State have 
committed injustice, and prays the Nawab to give his due attention to these 
cases as well as to those mentioned in the previous issues of the Guzerat Mitra. 


® The same, in another leader, charges Misrikhén, the person in charge of 
the pound department at Jundgarh, with corruption and forcibly retaining the 
cattle of the people. Two cases are described in which the posomnernns has i 
i not returned to their owners the cattle which the Huzur and the Court of Justice 
| at Jundgarh have ordered to be returned. The Nawab is requested to dismiss 

the pound-keeper from his office and relieve the ryots from his tyrannies. 


Miscellaneous. 


Such papers of the week as have learnt of the death on the 11th instant of — 
Sir Jamsetji Jijibhai, the second Pérsi Baronet, devote leaders to obituary 
notices of the good nobleman, and extol him for his public and private virtues. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 


Reporter on the Native Press. © 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, ce inane - 
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‘The Public Administration. 


The Dnyan Prakdsh (3) of the 19th July also notices the case of alleged 
arbitrariness, said to have been committed by the Political Agent of Kattywar, 
in compelling the Munsiff of Gondal to resign his situation. The writer notices 
the alleged facts of the case as related by a correspondent of the Times of India, 
and earnestly prays His Excellency the Governor to inquire into it, and, if the 


alleged facts are found to be true, to mete out impartial and strict justice to the 
parties concerned, — | a 


The same states that the crime of theft has greatly increased of late in the 
city of Poona, and, after mentioning a number of cases of successful theft and 
of attempt to commit that crime, calls on the Superintendent of Police to take 
vigorous measures to put down the evil effectually. j 


The Satya Sadan (18) of the 14th July, but received on the 17th, expresses 
great satisfaction with the pe Ba justice and with the mode in which it 1s 
dispensed by Raw Bahadur Gopdlr4w Hari, the Joint-Judge and Sessions-Judge 
of Tanna. Mr. Deshmukh being.a Native necessarily enjoys some important 
advantages over the European civilian judges. He we la the vernaculars, 


‘and the manners and customs, the modes of thought and the feelings of the 


people coming before him, with a thoroughness which it is impossible for a Eu- 
ropean to attain, however clever he may be or how long soever he may reside 
in this country. Mr. Deshmukh is also praised for having retained all the 
good Native qualities and habits, and for never mimicking European manners, 
as too many shallow-minded among the so-called pe eee Natives do, to the 
disgust of their.sober-minded countrymen. | : 


- The Hitechchhu (20) of Kalédgi of the 15th July joins some of its contem- 
raries in denouncing the Revenue Code Bill as iniquitous and as indicating 
hostile spirit on the part of the Government and its high officers towards the 
ancient avd cherished rights of the people. The remarks and statements mak- 
ing up this article are very sintilar to those which have appeared in other papers 
and which were more fully noticed in the previous weekly summaries. 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 13th July, received on the 17th, observes that the 
commission which inquired into the causes of the late agrarian riots in the 


Deccan, attributed, the growing poverty of the Deccan ryots to the ruinous cost- 
‘liness of the existing machinery of the Civil Courts; and that on the strength 


of the report of the above commission Government has asked the High Court to 
inquire and submit a report, whether the existing costliness of the Judicial 


Court can be reduced. The High Court, again, has put the same question to 


the District Judges under it; and these last have, in their turn, sent that 


-. question to their subordinates, the Judges of the Small Cause Courts and the 
Subordinate judges for their opinion. The writer in the Shiwdji. is not quite 
satisfied with this mode of inquiring into this question. .He shows, by impli- 
cation, that the Judicial department is an interested party, and, therefore, it 


cannot be expected reasonably to point out its own defects or short-comings, or 
recommend a reduction in its establishment. In the opinion of the writer, the 
inquiry should be entrusted’ to a committee of independent gentlemen. The’ 


writer mentions some instances of practices which, he asserts, though illegal, 


prevail in the Judicial courts, and which entail unnecessary expenditure on the | 


. ryots, .without benefiting the State. 1stly—Though the law prohibits the levy | 


of any fee for writing a copy: of a decree to be given to a party applying for it, | 


yet a fee used to be levied for this work on the people; and though the High — 
Court was aware of this illegal practice, it connived at it till a loud ‘complaint — 

about it-was'made in the newspapers. And though the High Court has: issued 
'@ circular prohibiting this wrong levy, still some Courts continue as yet this 


_ prohibited practice. 2ndly—When people 


+ 9% 


have to receive some payment from 


¥ 
> 
~ - . ~ 
am oe : 2% «vats .4 
v > er eS * ee, Pn “if - ¢ 
le ie ag ES eS ea) BOS Se” eee ors gr : . . : ? 
PARE Oe? Ak KS Se eek Or tO ees Mae 0 ip Se TT aS is ee yg wR oa .., A 4 


= ee 
\) 


wie te 
ee 
i 


4 


“he kutcherries of the Nézars, they are made to pay a fee at the rate of four 


annas percent. for writing out a receipt. There is no authority whatever for 
this eat and yet it is made. Again, the labour is not worth so large a fee. 
$rdly.— The rate sanctioned by Government of fees to be levied for writing out 
copies of papers in a civil or a criminal case asked for by an applicant, is one 
anna for a hundred words ; yet in the Civil Courts a fee for this work is levied 
at the rate of two annas and a half, though there is no authority for this 
enhanced rate. In several cases this fee exceeds the amount in dispute. -The 
kérkuns of the Courts who compare these copies, charge an extra fee for this work, 
though they receive their pay from the State for doing their work. 4thly.—In 
addition to the fee exacted from a party to convey summonses to his witnesses, 
an extra fee is charged when the bailiff conveying the summons has to travel 
to a distance by enilwa or otherwise. 5thly.—The recent rule of Government, 
which has made all.the examinations for the pleaderships to be conducted in 
English and not in the vernaculars as formerly, has made the engagement of a 
pleader very costly, and has thus increased the costliness of justice. 6thly.—The 
number of the Judges is unnecessarily large. Several of them have no sufii- 
cient work to occupy them fully. if their number be reduced, the expenses of 
the Judicial department would be lessened, and Government would be able to 
reduce the rates of Court fees and other fees. The writer says he has mention- 
ed only some few points he can bring forward in a single article. He promises 


to return to the consideration of this subject on some future occasion. He con- - 


cludes by an earnest prayer to Government to give its most serious attention 


‘to this very grave matter. 


The Hitechchhu (43) of Ahmedabad of the 12th July,-but received on the 
15th, has of late heard that Captain La Touche, the Superintendent of Police 
of the District of Kaira, does not pay the full price of provisions to the persons 
from whom he buys them while he is on his circuitin the District, and, con- 
sequently, most of the poor villagers are dissatisfied with this treatment. The 
notice, observes the Hitechchhu, given to Captain La Touche by Lallu Néranji 
of Dakor, as published in the Hitechchhu of the 17th May last, and the non- 
payment of the amount claimed in the notice hitherto, lead one to believe in 
the truth of the abovementioned report. It is also said that five wood-cutters 
of Dakor who had sold some loads of firewood to Captain La Touche, not having 


received from him the full price of them, have petitioned the Collector of Kaira: 


_ payment, or a paper stating that they had al 


for redress. The Collector, instead of calling upon Captain La Touche to state 
what he has to say on the subject, has sent the petition to him; and he (Captain 
La Touche) has summoned to himself the five wood-cutters the complainants 
against himself, and Maydrém Sewakram, the K4rbhari of Rénia, who has written 


their petition. It is not proper that a person complained against should be’ 


‘allowed to call the complainants by summons to himself and at along distance 
from their homes. ‘There is a probability of the complainants (the wood-cutters) 
being threatened into passing to the Police Superintendent a receipt for the 

| binds received fall payment; and 
in case of their giving either of the two papers, there is a P aiehee ye of their being 
afterwards prosecuted for making a false complaint. .On the other hand, if the 
complainants refuse to appear before the Police Superintendent according to the 
summons, they will, probably, be prosecuted under Section 118 of the Criminal 

Procedure. To remove sack and other probabilities, the Hitechchhu requests 
Mr. Sheppard to take up the case himself and give redress to the complainants. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (44) of the 18th July, in noticing the death, at 
Delhi, of a punkah-puller from the effects of a kick given him by a soldier, 


observes that European soldiers, like their countrymen of all other classes, enjoy 
oe at home. The soldiers, who — 
_ iv their own country find it difficult to obtain blankets, are fanned all night in 


in this country many more comforts than they 
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the hot season at the éxpense of the State. This sacrifice of money for the 


comforts of the European officers and soldiers may be foreborne; but sometimes 


they sacrifice the lives of the Natives and blame the latter for the sad occur- 
rences. When a poor punkab-puller dies from the assault of a European soldier, 
. the death is a attributed. to the bad spleen of the deceased. A little time ago 
a punkab-puller died at Saugor from the kicks given him by a soldier: This 

ad occurrence is scarcely forgotten when the one mentioned above has taken 
place at Delhi. In this latter case it is alleged that the spleen of the man was 
much diseased, and, consequently, he died from a slight kick, and the soldier 
who gave him the kick oviid not be discovered. - It would be unsatisfactory 
were this case to end here. It is also very strange that in all cases of deaths 
of Natives at the hands of Europeans the spleen of the former is alleged to be 
diseased. ‘T’he Samdchdr, therefore, prays Government to adopt strong measures 
in such cases as the above and prevent their recurrence in future. 


The Jdme Jamsed (45) of the 14th July, but received on the 16th, contains 

a para. headed, “ ASudden Attack on the Drinkers of Toddy.” The new Abkéri 
Bill, observes the Jéme Jamsed, now lying before the Bombay Legislature, con- 
tains some objectionable provisions ; and one of them is tlie following :—Gov- 
ernment levies a fee on'each toddy-tree for permitting the extraction of toddy, 
and the owner of the tree allows any one he likes to extract and sell the toddy. 
«In the new Abkéri Bill there is a provision, that the owner of a toddy-tree should 
obtain a licence. and sell the toddy of the tree to one who has’‘a licence to sell 
toddy or to manufacture liquor out of it, and to none others. By this provision 
not only the toddy will be sold dear, but various frauds will be perpetrated in 
that drink. Toddy is not an intoxicating drink ; it does not ruin the health 


of the persons who drink it, and it is a drink of the poor people. Hence, there | 


is no cause to make its sale as small as possible. The Jéme Jamsed is glad that 
the Honourable Mr. Sordbji Shépurji Bengali has recorded his objection to this 
provision before the Seleet Committee, and has made a suggestion that clause 8 
of the Bill should be allowed to remain as it was before it was replaced by the 
provision to which he has taken objection. . 


The Rast Goftdér (47) of the 15th July contains a leader, headed ‘‘India 
' Before an Empty House, ” in which it observes that the number of members 
present in the ww of Commons when on the 21st June Lord George Hamilton 

_. introduced into the House the budget for India, may afford fun to some persons ; 
but to every well-wisher of India it must give pain. When the Under Secretary 
_ began his speech there were present in the House fifty out of the six hundred 
members of whom the House consist, and before he concluded his speech half 
@ dozen members, and among them Mr. Courtney, the honourable gentleman 
who pays great attention to Indian matters, were found dozing. After His 
Lordship’s speech was concluded a discussion on the budget began, and, there- 


upon, the members present began to slink away, one by one, until there were 


at one time only five members present, When Mr. Laing got up to speak there 
were in the House besides him the speakér of the House and one dozing member. 
Even the half dozen opposers of the Bill had at that time left the House. One 
of the members could not bear to see the shameful proceeding of the very 
_ Important discussion on a budget of an extensive empire contaiming twenty 
_ krors of Her Majesty’s subjects, going on before empty benches, and made a 
motion to “ count the house,” meaning thereby to stop the work of the budget 

. OD account of the absence of a sufficient number of members. Just then about 
40 Government members, who were in the surrounding rooms, were collected 


and bronght into the House. In Lord Halifax’s time the members of the House 


of Commons left the House when Indian matters vame on for discussion, on the 


plea that His Lordship stammered in his speech and spoke indistinctly. After- 


wards they brought forward another plea for leaving the House when Indian mat- 
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ters were discussed. They said these matters were brought on at the fag end 
of the sessions, when they were impatient to leave for the country. This time 
the budget was read in the middle of the session by a rising Under Secretary who 
does not stammer in the least; and yet the House was as indifferent to the 
matter as ever. Under these circumstances, what must poor India do to secure 
the good graces of the English national tribunal? asks the Rast Goftdr in despair. 
{The Yajdén Parast (49). of the same date laments over the indifference of the 
British parliament in the matter of the Indian budget. After noticing some of 
the Lo agate poner above, the say deny 7 that this indifference is a 
disrespect to India—nay, it is scorning her. The people of this country ought 
to protest against this conduct'of England by a “ tie Ceamauaedlent? The 
ought to obtain a promise from England that similar injustice to: her shall 
not be done in future. India has aright to make such a demand on Sngiend. 
Will she or her public associations think it right to exercise this right? asks 
the Parast.) ‘ | 


The Yajddn Parast (49) of the 15th July is glad to find that the. Manchester 
Chamber of Commerce has supported the representation of the people of the 
Bombay Presidency and of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce that the new 
Cotton Frauds Act is an undesirable measure. After censuring the Government 
members of the Bombay Legislature for passing the law in spite of its denun- 
ciation, the Parast observes that the Honourable Mr. Ravenscroft stated, among 
other reasons for passing this law, that the merchants of Lancashire very much 
wished for it. But that reason is completely destroyed by the petition of the 
Manchester Chamber of'Commerce to the Secretary of State, denouncing the 
Act not only as an undesirable piece of legislation but as a downright burden 
on the commerce of India. _ After this, will the Bombay authorities and the 
Secretary of State for India dare to tie this clog round the necks of the people 
of Bombay ? asks the Parast. ' 


The Famine in the Deccan. 


The Hitechchhu (20) of Kalddgi of the 15th July states that Mr. Spry, the 
good Collector of that unhappy district, wrote to Sovestiinent to suspend the 
enforcement of the Government resolution of the 20th June in that district, 
and that. Government has been merciful enough to listen to this recommenda- 
tion of the Collector. The Hitechchhu warmly thanks the good Collector and 
Government in behalf of the poor ryots of the afflicted district for this great 
mercy, : | ae 


_ Two correspondents of the same, one writing from Hungund and the other 
from Bégalkot, state that a woman in the former town and a man in the latter | 
have committed suicide from haying had nothing to eat. The correspondent 
from the latter place also: states that, in the Anna Satra, or the alms-house 
there, about 1,600 persons assemble to receive cooked food. Mr. Campbell, the 
Assistant Collector in charge of the taluka, personally supervises the distribu- 
tion, and sees that every poor person receives his ration. This good officer is 
praised for the great pains he takes in this humane work. The writer also 
— ‘Teports a erent increase of crime in that taluka, and states that the -local jail 
18 crowded with convicts, hey 


The Subodha Patriké (24) of the 15th July hears that at Rajdpur in the 
Southern Konkan the bazdr was looted by the poor people of the place, who, 
heing maddened by hunger, committed the crime. They, however, touched 
_ hothing but corn. If this ramour be true, observes the Patrikd, it must be at- 

tributed to the close-fisted policy of Government. ay shail a 
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; Railways. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (44) of the 19th July contains a leader, headed 
“The Income of the Railways, their Miserliness and its Evil Effects,” observing 
that it has more than once remarked that the railways of this country on 
_ which fell the work of eg a corm to the famine-stricken districts, have from 
the commencement up to thi | 
at the proper time to the famine districts. From statements recently published 
by Government it appears that the railways have, in addition to their usual 
- income, earned on account of the Delhi darbd4r and the famine work about one 
kror of rupees.‘ Realising such an unusually enormous profit, these companies 
ought to have made the needful expenditure for preventing the spoiling of corn. 
Hence it is plain also that this miserliness has spoilt large quanitities of corn 
and thereby inflicted great losses on the dealers and the unfortunate people of 
the famine districts. But it is to be regretted that Government, which alone 
can effectually censure the railways for their negligence in this matter, does 
not do so apparently for the reason that any censure given by it to the railways 
falls back on its own head. All Indian railways are guaranteed, and Govern- 
ment has power to exercise a control over their work. By this power Govern- 
ment could have compelled the railways to increase in time their own carrying 
power and to raise temporary buildings for the protection of corn lying at 


their stations. Had it done so, the great losses referred to above would have 
been averted. 


Native States. 


The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 15th July contains a leader, headed ‘‘ The 
Distinguishing Trait of the Civil Court at Jundgarh, No. 2,” in which certain 
officers of the Civil Court of the Jundgarh State are denounced for not hearing 
a case in which the usual Court fee has been levied, and for not executing a 
decree in another case. Though Bhupatr4i Mdneklél has paid the Court fee 
of three thousand koris, the authorities of the Civil Court plainly tell him that 
_they are unable to hear the case. In case No. 204 of Sanwat 1920in which Thakor 
Anandji- Gowindji, a Bhatid of Jundgarh, is the plaintiff, and Thakor Ladha 
Deva.is the defendant, a decree was passed in Sanwat 1921, the next year after 
filing the suit. The decree is for koris 3,307 and some annas and pies. Though 
nearly twelve years have passed since the date of the decree, it has not been 


executed. Numerous applications were made by the plaintiff for the execution. 


of the decree, but they have failed to take effect. Once some of the defendant's 
ey was attached and locked up. But both the property and the locks 
un 


er.which it was kept have disappeared, ,and the unfortunate plaintiff's | 


decree remains unsatisfied to this day. Properly speaking, the British Govern- 
Ment oughtjto be called to account for the existence of such a Court of Justice. 
In conclusion, Mr. Peile is requested to inquire into this case. Jone 


The Hitechchhu (43) of the 12th J uly, but received on the 15th, contains a 


communication, headed ‘ The. Pamyrhy of Mr. Kharkar and the Condition of t 


Nér4yan Master,” which asserts that Mr. Kharkar has only been able to bring 
into the Nawdnagar State highly paid foreigners, but has not been-able to do 
any good to that State as yet. No sooner did the new Diwdn. come than he 
1 upon banishing from the capital ry | persons. He’has lately done 
great injustice to an innocent person, and 
tyranny. A Mr. Néréyan Rémchandra, a Séraswat Bréhman and for a long 
ame a resident of Sihor, is a good English scholar. He was educated in Dr. 
| Wi ilson’s College. He was first enuplcived in Naw as a schoolmaster. 
e 


was then appointed tutor to Kélubhé. Afterwards he left Nawdnagar and 


day failed to carry the corn in sufficient quantities ~ 


eserves to be exposed for this . 


ae 2 


————————— 
~. : 


ANG ar, an ) four 
ew Diwén thought that his presence there would be injurious, 
ordered him to leave the town. The man was at the time 
ing much from ill-health as well as from want of money, and yet he 
~s compelled to leave the place within a day and a half from the time of | 
+ his being told to go away. This sudden unjustifiable tyranny had a bad 
; on his mind. It has made his head go wrong. He is now a lunatic in a 
Sihor. : 


A correspondent of the same complains that mounted highwaymen have 


: 


4 


“JUdEEs 


| to do great-mischief round about the town of Unwa. About twenty-five 

ys ago they plundered, at about four miles from the town, a Banya. woman, 7 
and took away from the Government pagi, who was accompanying her as a 
guard, his sword and badge. About twelve days ago the same mounted high- | 
-waymen went through the boundaries of the, town towards Jetél Wasana, but 3 
the authorities allowed them to go unmolested. : 3 , 


) KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, | 
) Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, eerers 
Poona, 24th July 1877. 
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The Native Opinion (2) of the 22nd July, in an article, headed ‘‘ The Care- 
lessness of European Officers, and the Mischief resulting therefrom; or 
Captain Street’s case,” observes that:a very undesirable change seems to have 
taken place of. late in the eonduct 6f European officers towards the Natives. 
They appear to fear or care for nobody. This superciliousness in the officers 
of the English Government is extremely to be deplored. With these prelimi- 
nary remarks, the Opinion reproduces the account of the burning by Captain 
Street of the huts of the labourers, employed by a European contractor of the 
G.I. P. Railway at Khandala, as it is given in a recent number of the Times 
of India, and observes that it is said that the contractor is to prosecute: the 
Captain for damages, and that a court-martial is to be held on this ‘te 
of the Captain ; still the fact that a British officer should act so care essly an 
arbitrarily beyond his power and jurisdiction, is neither good nor desirable, 
nor is if very creditable to the Government he serves. It is hoped that Gov- 


ernment will make due inquiry into this matter, and will do what is needful to 
preserve its good name for justice. , 


The same, in another article, headed ‘‘ The Native States and the Salt 
Monopoly,” observes that Government has of late adopted the policy of con- 
ducting its measures in secrecy, and of publishing them only: when its objects 
have been accomplished. This policy does not become a Government which 
calls itself enlightened, and which professes to conduct itself justly and with 
the approbation of the people. The English imperialism is, no doubt, as strong 
and powerful as the old Mogal imperialism, and can do anything it pleases. 
It appears from the Calcutta Statesman newspaper that for the last nine months 
the paramount English Government has been exercising pressure on the Native 
States of Rajputana, to discontinue the manufacture of salt in their territories, 
and that this use of pressure is causing much discontent among the people of 
that province. But Government has been using this pressure secretly. Gov- 
ernment desires that the above States should not produce any salt in their terri- 
tories, and whatever salt they require they should purchase from the English 
territories. When this measure succeeds, the people of the Native States of 
R4jputdéna will lose one of their useful industries; will have to pay more for 
their salt; and will be obliged to depend for one of the necessaries of life on 
the foreign trade. From these considerations those Native States are reluctant 
to consent to the proposal of the paramount Government. But there is no 


_ doubt that ultimately the Government of India will carry its point. If the 


paramount Government thinks that what it has been doing is proper and ne- 


cessary for and conducive to the welfare of all, it should publish its views to the 


pecple, and give them an opportunity to judge for themselves and express their 


' Opinion on the measure in question. But the secrecy with which Government 


acts naturally leads the public to suspect some sinister motive in its doings. 
The policy of Government regarding salt has produced no little discontent 
among the ryots living in its own territories; and to contemplate a measure 
producing the same undesirable feeling among the subjects of the Native States, 


and, thereby, to lessen their respect for the good English rule, is exceedingly 
to be deplored and deprecated. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 26th July. observes, that 


to be invited to the gréat darbdrs, such as those held on the birth-day of Her | 
Majesty, the levées and the public parties of His Excellency the Governor, is, — 


very properly, deemed to be a mark of honour and r 


order to keep up this feeling among the people, it is imperatively necessary 


that the list of persons to be invited to these State gatherings should be pr 
pared with-scruplous care, and'none’but gentlemen of undoubted respectability . 
and worth should be admitted into this list. A promiscuous admission into it 


respectability. But in — 
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this speed, and give some rest an 


The Satya Sadan (18) of the 21st July, but received on the 25th, in an 
editorial, headed ‘“‘ Sir Richard Temple,” observes that the elevation of a Civi- 


4 


a ‘ts sure to destroy the value of the invitation to these gatherings in the eyes of 


really respectable persons, and defeat the good object of these institutions. 
The writer asserts that the existing list prepared by the Office of the Agent for 
Sirdérs in the Deccan is not entirely free from objectionable names. It con- 
tains the names of some persons who are of doubtful reputation. They are 
known even to Government as bad characters and are proscribed to enter 
certain territories. To invite these persons to the above darbdrs simply on 


- account of their ill-gotten wealth is very wrong. The Agent for Sirddrs in the 
Deccan is requested to give his particular attention to this matter. The editor 


of the Dnydn Prakash supports the Jay of his correspondent, and repeats 
the prayer made by him to the Agent for Sirdd4rs in the Deccan. 


The Arunodaya (9) of the 22nd July devotes an article to the case of 
Mr. Morphew, the Conservator of the Tanna Zillah, lately disposed of by the 
Session Judge of Tianna. The writer briefly alludes to the facts ofthe case. 
Though he is not quite satisfied with the amount of punishment inflicted by ‘the 


judge on the accused, yet he heartily praises and thanks the District Magis- 


trate Mr. Elliot, the Session Judge Mr. Coghlan, and the Bombay Government 
for the impartial attention they have-given in this case to the interests of justice. 


The same, in another article, headed *‘ A Race between the Administration 
and Legislation,” observes that laws which are meant to guide the conduct of an 
administration, and which ought to precede administrative action, are too often 
seen to follow it, that is, laws are often made to have a retrospective effect 
and legalize acts done in anticipation of them. When a country is newly acquir- 
ed and is to be settled, a proceeding of the above sort becomes necessary and is 
very properly resorted to.- But this course is unjustifiable in the administration 
of an old country. The local fund act and the toll act are pointed out as in- 
stances in support of the above assertion. The local cess and the tolls were 
levied without any legal authority before the laws legalizing them were enacted. 
The forest regulations which have now been in force for some years and which 
have no legal authority to support them, are to be legalized by a Bill which is 
now lying before the Legislative Council of the Government of India. The 
Abkéri Bill, which is at present before the Legislative Council of the Bombay Gov- 
ernment, contains also a clause legalizing the fees levied hitherto on toddy 
trees in certain districts. All this shows that our administrative action moves 
too fast for our legislators to keep pace with it. But this state of things is not 
right. The speed with which our administrators are moving is too swift both 
for the people and for the legislatures to keep pace with them with convenience 
and advantage. It would be a gréat blessing if the former would moderate 

i breathing time to the latter. 


lian to the high post of a Governor may appear, at first sight, to be a very wise 
measure, beneficial to the interests of the people over whom he is appointed ‘to 
tule. For, rising gradually from the lowest grade in the Service, the Civilian- 
Governor Pin, becomes acquainted with all the details of the administra- 
tive machinery, with its defects, and with the real wants and difficulties of the 
people under his rule; and, consequently, he is in a much better position than 


2 new arrival from Home to remedy those defects and to remove those wants 

and difficulties. ° But actual experience obliges the writer in the Satya Sadan to 
disbelieve the above reasoning, and to think that the nomination of a Civilian | 
to the post of a Governor is not conducive to the interests of the people. Such | 
a Governor being himself a Civilian, naturally becomes partial to his brother . 
Civilians. Here the Sadan refers, in support of its assertion, to the old case of | 
' Mr. Kirkwood of Chitegong, and to the or of it by Sir Richard Temple 

_ while Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. It al 


accuses His Ex renee of hard- 


heartedness and of obstinacy in the matter of the Deccan Famine, an 
2NP28—/ | | oa 
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support of the accusation, to his strong advocacy of the one-pound-of-corn theory 
as a sufficient ration for the maintenance of a relief labourer. nage | the writer 
refers to the statement made by His Excellency, in his reply to an address given 
to him by the Poona Sérwajanik Subh4, that the rules of the revised land assess- 
ment have been settled after a very careful consideration, and Government can 
not be expected to lower them. The writer in the Satya Sadan disputes the 
correctness and justice of this statement. What are the proofs that the rates of 
the revised assessment are moderate and not excessive? ‘The mere assertions of 
the Survey officers cannot be accepted as such. The general belief is that the 
revised assessment is excessive and ruinous to the cultivating ryots ; and there 
are facts which support the general belief. If the rates of assessment are really 
liberal and leave a good margin to the cultivator, how is it that his land sells so 
cheap in the market ? How is it, again, that the cultivator is so poor as to 
verge on the point of starvation? Moreover, the late commission which was 
appointed by the Government of India to inquire into and report on the causes 
of the rian riots in the Deccan, tells a different tale. His Excellency Sir 
Richard is earnestly besought to read that report carefully, that he may be 
able to form a correct idea as to what a deplorably low condition the poor ryots 
are reduced to tinder the present heavy taxation. 


The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 22nd July observes, with regard to the alleged 
death of a punkah puller from the kicks given him by a European soldier lying 
in the hospital at Delhi, that this death is also attributed to the diseased spleen 
of the punkah puller. It is very strange that, whenever deaths occur among 
the lower classes of the Natives from assaults made on them by Europeans, 
the spleen of the former is always found to have been diseased and the sudden 
breaking of it from a slight blow is said to be the cause of the death. Many 
coolies and other lower classes of Natives drink hard and fight among them- 
selves near liquor-shops. These fights are generally very hard, as the com- 
batants are found to bleed considerably. Notwithstanding such hard fights, 
complaints about which are generally heard before criminal éourts, the spleens 
of the combatants do not break. But whenever a Native happens to die from 
an assault made on him by a European, the speen of the former is found fault 


with, and the death is attributed to its having broken on account of its having 
been diseased. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Jambusar, states that since the 
last ten years the bridge on the river Dhddhar has broken. The people of this 
vad experience great inconvenience in the absence of this bridge, but the local 


nd authorities do not repair it. The attention of the Collector of Broach is 
requested to this matter. 


The Jéme Jamsed (43) of the 23rd July opens with a leader, headed “ The 
Unconcern shewn by the Parliamentary Members towards India,” in which it 
laments over the inattention of Parliament to Indian matters, particularly to 
the annual Indian budget. The Jame Jamsed observes that the acquisition of 
the extensive, populous and profitable Indian empire by England has elevated 
the position of the latter country in the ae England possesses, besides 
India, several colonies and dependencies; but on account of them she has to 
undergo more or less expense. Such is not the case with India. Though she 
1s called poor, she is for that no less a milch-cow to England. India not only 
pays the cost of her own administration, but annually gives England a large 
sumin remuneration for her conducting the administration of this country.) 
This state of things ought to induce England to pay more attention to Indian — 
matters than she bestows on those of her other colonies and dependencies. But — 
the fact is that India does not receive as much attention as the other English 

‘ependencies; and this is apparently a great injustice to India, For along 


e the extensive Indian empire was invariably forgotten in the Royal speech 
opening the Parliament. The recent assumption of the title of Empress of India — 


6 


‘by Her Majesty showed that Her Majesty had not forgotten her extensive 
Rastern empire and wishes in her heart its welfare. e assumption of the 

Imperial title raised hopes in the hearts of the Indian people that India would 
receive a great benefit from it. Her Imperial Majesty would not forget her 
Indian empire as she did before, and would bestow her attention on its prospe- 
rity. Her Ma) hs ministers and the members of parliament, it was hoped, 
would not fail to follow the good example of their Imperial mistress, and India 
would receive better attention from these great functionaries and advisers of 
Her Imperial. Majesty. But it is with great regret we see that the unconcern 
of Parliament about Indian matters is as great as ever, as was seen on the occa- 
sion when the last Indian budget was discussed in Parliament. The rest of the 
observations of the Jame Jamsed are similar to those made by the Rast Goftar 
(45) of last week, and noticed at some length in the last weekly report. 


The Bhomiyo (60), a Guzardti paper recently started at Surat, complains 
in its commencing issue of the 18th July, that in the civil hospital at Surat 
medicines are dispensed to the out-door patients after eight in the morning ; 
and, consequently, many persons find it very inconvenient to get medicine 
there. A large number of persons who have to go on work at about 9 a.m., 
find it almost impossible to get medicine from the hospital either for themselves 
or for their families, as it is very distant from the town and as the medicines 
are begun to be dispensed so late as after 8 a.m. It is inexplicable why medi- 
cines are not begun to be dispensed at about half-past six in the morning for 
the convenience of the out-door patients. The attention of the authorities is 
requested to the removal of this complaint. 


The same, in another place, complaints that the half-anna postage on news- 
papers is a heavy burden on some of the low-priced Native papers, inasmuch 
as the postage in some cases equals, and in other cases exceeds, the price of the 
papers. It is this heavy postage which has prevented many new births from 
remaining long in existence, and has, thus, obstructed the expansion of a very 
useful agency for the dissemination of knowledge among the masses. The 
Bhomiyo, therefore, wishes that the postage on newspapers should be reduced: 
It may not be improper that postage on a newspaper should. be levied according 
to the price for wt 1 it sells. In conclusion, the attention of Government is 
requested to this subject. - cae 


The Famine in the Deccan. 


The Belgaum Samdchér (11) of the 25th July, in an article, headed ‘The 


Famine,” after acknowledging, with gratitude, the great humane and wise 
efforts made by the salighbened and kind British Indian Government to savé 
the ryots of the afflicted districts from starvation, earnestly prays it not to stop 
the good work prematurely, as suggested in the Resolution of the 20th June, 
but to continue it till the famine is really over and the usual plenty appears 
again-in the country. 


The Kalpataru (16) of the 22nd July gives a brief account of the so-called 
looting of the Bazér at Sholdpur, on Tuesday the 17th instant, by starving 


beggars. In the Nawi Peth a shop-keeper threw some quantity of purchased 


grain to the beggars. A crowd gathered to pick up the grain, and a bustle was 
created in which some baskets containing some yen of parched grain, dried 
dates and suchrother articles placed before shops by their owners for sale, were 
fallen upon and plundered. This led to the out-cry that the bazdér was being 
looted, and a general panic ensued. The shop-keepers shut up their shops. 
There was great confusion and running about in the town, After a short time 
it was discovered to be a mere panic, and peace was restored to the town. This 
event, however, though trivial in itself, is a bad 1 and Government is re- 
quested to give it serious consideration and to, take 
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_ greater and more serious evils may not follow. Government is asked to open 
some works for the relief of the starving millions. | i 


The same, in another article, states that the traders of Sholépur are seri- 
ously thinking of raising some large fund among themselves, to give food to the 
starving people, that they may not die of starvation or may not be goaded to 

etrate criminal excess. — writer in the Kalpataru approves of this wise 


and humane idea of the Sholépur merchants, and praises them for it. 


The same, in another place, states that poor people have begun to die of 
starvation at Shol4pur. The town is overful with beggars, and presents most 
heart-rendering scenes of misery. | 


Municipalities. 


* A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr (42) of the 26th July, writing 
from Surat, states that only slight rain fell on Sunday and Monday last, and the 
absence of it before and since those days has made the people of that city very 
anxious about the crops and their own health. To add to their anxiety cholera 
has made its appearance recently. Though this foul epidemic has not commenced 
to do much havoc, the absence of rain raises fears of its becoming more des- 
tructive soon, particularly as some ‘parts of the town are full of nuisances. In 
Hinduwéd, or quarters inhabited by the Hindus, the small lanes are very dirty ; 
and in these quarters and the Pdrsiwdd, or the quarters inhabited by the Parsis, 
near Machhli pith, cesspools and drains have been recently kept open and their 
foul contents are allowed to flow upon the roads. The writer entertains strong 
fears of these nuisances assisting the spread of cholera, and requests the munici- 
pality to,remove them with all speed. He also complains that the water of the 
river Tapti is fouled by persons washing their bodies and clothes in it, and 
wishes the wrayer to prohibit the fouling of the water by these means, as 
the river water is being largely consumed by the people of all classes. 


The Bharuch Wartamén (55) of the 23rd July states that cholera has made © 


its appearance in the town of Broach since the last week and is daily carrying 
away six or seven persons. ‘he local municipality has as yet taken no means 
to mitigate the evil, In previous years doctors for dispensing cholera medicine 
with sufficient supplies ‘of those medicines at their st te were appointed 
for the different quarters of the town. No such persons are as yet appointed, 
and consequently there are fears of the cholera gathering thet? The Cor- 


ration is solicited to appoint the doctors before the epidemic commits more 
avoc. 


The Bhomiyo (60) of the 18th July complains that a m7 deal of filth is 
collected in many parts of the town of Surat, such as Sukhdié Sheri, the place 
sing near the Mandir of Gowandrdyji, the Inglok pol, Bhansdli pol, Ghanchi 
heri, &c. The writer is sore afraid of the filthy condition of these quarters 
giving rise to the foul epidemic of cholera, and requests the Secretary to clear 
them thoroughly, eee 


Native States. 


The Guszerat Mitra (41) of the 22nd July publishes an instance of the 


tyrannical conduct of the Wahiwdtdér of Gandewi. It says that on the 20th 
instant the Wahiwdtdér. visited Billimora, and ordered ome of his peons to bring 


to his presence at once the head of the shop of Sh4h Rupé Jiwanji, a Shréwak | 
Banié and a rich and respectable banker of the place. The sepoy went to the | 
: e- 


shop where he found Shi Lullubhdi, the head partner of the firm. This 


man was engaged in some important business which ill-afforded being left at 


once, and, therefore, told the peon that he would go to the Wahiwétdér after- [ 


ta 
~ 


wards, The peon at once threatened to take him with himself forcibly, if he 
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| Z did not come willingly. Lallubhdi was obliged therefore to accompany the 


n. On his going before the Wahiwdtdar, the latter asked him why he had’ 


a La paid the tax for last year for the tébut made by the Mahomedan sepoys of 


' Gundewi. The banker replied that he alone was not responsible for the tax 


which the whole Shr4wak Banya caste was to pay; and as he was the head of 
it, he would convene a caste-meeting and would pay if his caste gave him the 


s necessary amount. The Wahiwdtddr thereupon ordered his peons to confine 


to the heels of s 


the banker in a room and to levy from him the tax at once. e agg Sl saga 
him by the hand, gave him two pushes, and were about to confine him in a 


-yoom. The banker, seeing that he was about to be illtreated, wrote to his house, 


and obtaining the amount of the tax, paid it at once and obtained his release. 


‘The Mitra requests the attention of the Baroda authorities to this tyrannical 


conduct of the Wahiwdatddr of Gandewi. 


A correspondent of the same gives three instances of the tyrannical conduct 
of Prince Bahadur Khénji of Jundgarh. He says that a servant of the prince 


_ inspects, in company of a customs officer every kird of goods Pa at the 


customs house, and removes from them whatever goods strike his fancy as the 
best, without the consent of their owners, who are not soon paid their price. 
The prince has prohibited the shoemakers of Jun4garh from fixing horseshoes 

een He has also acted rather wilfully in a case in which the 
sister of his kept mistress was concerned. : 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, | : 
Poona, 31st July 1877. 
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been colledted under different heads, which are printed in n italics. ; 
3, and the number of the Hewapepet in the list at the» -: 
the name. 


tbivtbed’ ® have not given information as to the number of copies 
Petit made by the Reporter. 
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The Public Administration. 


_ The Shubha Suchak (14) of the 27th July, but received on the 29th, com- 
plains of the great increase of the crimes of theft and house-breaking in the 
town of Satara, and of the inability of the police of that town to discover either 
the thieves or the stolen property. Phe superior police authorities are 
— earnestly requested to give their serious attention to this grave matter, and to 
adopt the needful measures to remove the evil effectually. 


The Dnyén Bodhak (21) of the 30th July, in an article, headed * The 
‘Customs Department,” observes that since North Canara has come under the 
Bombay Government, the higher posts in the Customs Department of this zillah. 
have been filled by, Mardthés. Now even the smaller posta in the department 
also are usually given to persons of the same nationality. These Mardthds do 
not know Canarese, which is the vernacular of the district. Nor do they like 
to take the trouble of learning that language. But, in order to avoid the in- 
convenience caused by their ignorance of the vernacular of the district, they 
are trying: hard to persuade the superior authorities to alter the language of 
the Government records, and to make it Mard4thi instead of Canarese. In 1868, 
when Mr. Robertson was the Customs Commissioner, he was induced by his 
Maréth4 subordinates to issue an order, prohibiting the use of Canarese in 
official records, and asking the Canarese subordinates to learn Mardthi within 
six months from the date of the order in question. The paple of the ‘district 
complained to Government against this obviously unjust order of Mr. Robert- 
son, and Government was kind and just enough to cancel the order of the 
Customs Commissioner. The Mardth4 subordinates have again revived the 
same old question, and are trying to substitute Mardthi for Canarese as the 
language of the records. The head-kérkuns of Hondwar and Diggi who have 
come from Bombay, do not know Canarese; and, therefore, they have been 
keeping the accounts in the Mardthi language. To alter the language of a 
department for the mere convenience of a few officials is not a right course. It 
is done in no other districts, and why should it be done for Canara? If the 
Mardthés sent to this district da not know Canarese, they should be made to 
learn it. Even the European officers learn the vernaculars of the districts in 
which they are appointed to work. Government is requested to adhere to its 
old resolution firmly, and not to listen to the interested recommendations of the 
Marath4s for substituting Mardthi for Canarese as the language of the records 
of the Customs Department in North Canara. 


The Dharwar Writt (25) of the 26th July, but received on the 29th, re- 
ferring to the new arrangement made by the postal department, by which a 
person wishing to get a receipt from the addressee of a registered letter, can do 
so by paying an additional one anna over and above the usual registration fee, 
observes, that this is one more trick of Government to ‘filch money from the 
ignorant ryots. The writer sees no particular use of this second receipt, or 
receipt of the addressee. A sender of a registered letter already gets from the 
post a receipt of his posting that letter, and that receipt is quite sufficient for 
all purposes. If Government gets one receipt from an addressee of a regi 
letter, it may without any trouble get a duplicate of it. Why should it then 
charge an additional anna for a thing which involves no additional trouble ? 
Again, if an addressee should refuse to receive such a registered letter and to 
give his signature to the refusal, is the additional one’ anna to be refunded to 
the sender of the letter, or is Government to make a tyrannical rule rendering it 
compulsory on every one to sign such receipts ? ) 


~The Swadesh Mitra (29) of the 1st August is sorry and surprised that His 
Excellency Sir Richard Temple has revived the old, vexed shoe-question. — His 
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things, observed the students moving in the college library with their Native shoes 


=e 


on. Sir Richard did not like this practice, and expressed his ag 8 ag of 

- #¢ to the college authorities. Accordingly, a notification has been lately issued 
hibiting the students from entering the college library, the Principal’s room, 
and other matted rooms with their Native shoes on. Cleanliness, surely, 
~ cannot be the object of this notification. For had it been so, the prohibition 
‘would not have been-restricted to the Native shoes only, but would have been 
extended to the European ones too. No rational explanation can be given of 
this arbitrary distinction between the Native and the European shoes in this 
ease. Had such a whim appeared in the Court of a Native Prince, that Prinee 

‘would have been dexpeesd. everywhere. While there are numerous momen- 
tous public subjects demanding his utmost attention, it is much to be deplored 
that His Excellency should waste it on such a paltry matter as the shoe- 
question. 


The Aryé Warta (35) of the 28th July, but received on the Ist August, 
observes that the investigation which was going on for some weeks before the 
Commission appointed for the purpose of inquiring into the charges of corruption 
made against the late Subordinate Judge of Erandol, has resulted in an re a of 
the High Court to the said Subordinate Judge to resume charge of his place, to 
conduct the duties of that post for one day only, and then resign and apply for 
apension. ‘T’his end does not show either the guilt or innocence of the accused. 
If the Subordinate Judge is innocent, why is he compelled, to resign and take 
a pension? Is no medical certificate necessary in his case? If appears that the 
sale about a medicalcertificate can be set aside ‘a the great authorities at pleasure. 
The writer in the Aryé Warta does not know why the same indulgence, which is 
shown to the Subordinate Judge, should not be extended to Mr. Saddshiw Gan- 

adhar, the late Nazar of the same court, who was suspended along with the 
Sub-J udge. ‘The attention of the District Judge of Khandesh is respectfully 
drawn to this matter, and that good officer is asked to mete out the same mea- 
sure of justice and Government favour to the poor Nazar, as has been vouch- 
safed to his superior, the Subordinate Judge ; for the guilt or innocence of them 
is the same in the matter inquired into. 


The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 29th July contains a leader, headed “ Kat- 
ar Rajasthanik Court’’. The original hiont of opening this Court, observes 
e Mitra, was to protect the poor and weak Girdssids from the annoyances they 
receive from the powerful Chiefs of Kattywar. But this good obj ect is not 
carried out; and hence the Court deserves either to be abolished, or to undergo 
an improvement in its constitution. After alluding to the two long petitions 
made Me a poor Girdssié to Government, preferring the same request as the 
recommendation made above, the Mitra observes that the facts stated in them 
shew that this Court has defects and does not work satisfactorily. Its very 
constitution is such that it cannot be expected to dispense due justice. The 
members and the President of it receive their stipends from the Chiefs of Kat- 
tywar. These Chiefs have the choice of either continuing or discontinuing the 
very existence of the Court. Moreover, there is no appeal against the decisions 
= by it. Thus, when the very members of the Court are dependants of the 
efendants, and no appeal lies from their decisions, how can the plaintiffs be 
expected to obtain any real justice from such a tribunal? The Mitra hopes 
Government will give due attention to the above considerations, and will effect 
the needful improvement in the constitution of this Court. 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr (42) of the 30th July tries to 
_ prove that the proposal in the new Abkari Bill to levy increased fees on toddy » 
18 unproper, inasmuch as this drink is not intoxicating as stated in the reasons 
_ for increasing the fees levied on it. In a long description of the different sorts 
. Of toddy a the condition of the drinkers, the writer shews that this drink, is 


2nP4—8 | ) 


eated by 
_ Will make a road (to India) through Armenia and 
through the Bosphorus. At such an emergency the 


5 


: by no means intoxicating, but is, on the contrary, healthy and even medicinal. 


It is a drink of the middle and lower classes, who use it after the day’s labour, 


_ without ae evil effects on their constitution. An increase in the duty levied 


on the tod y of Bombay, if thought indispensable, may be made without any 
great objection ; but an increase in the duty levied on the toddy in the mofus- 
sil will be a heavy burden on the consumers of this innocent drink. 


The Jéme Jamsed (43) of the lst August contains a leader, headed ‘“ The 
Remedies for Famines,” It observes that it has shewn in its issue of Saturday 
last, that there are very great fears of a famine visiting this year also a large 
portion of Western, India, and that Government will kewe, in ease of this dire 
visitation, to spend a much larger amount than it did last year to mitigate the 
evils of the great soagace§ A very vital question arises,—Whence will the 
money come to meet such a contingency? The taxes paid by the people of 
India being already heavy, no increase can well be made in the rate of existing 
taxes, nor can new taxes be imposed ; and the expenses of Government being 
equal to the revenues, there is no other way left than to meet the calamity by 
raising a new loan as was done in the case of the last year’s famine. But how 
long can the policy of raising new loans to meet famines or other contingencies 
be safely followed? India is an extensive country, and in one and the same 
year, while one part of it is blessed with a plentiful supply of rain, in another 
part a dire famine prevails. Already the Indian debt has grown heavy, and it 
cannot be well increased. Other means than a loan ought, under these cireum- 
stances, to be resorted to to mitigate the evils of frequently recurring famines. 
The Jéme Jamsed points out these means, and regrets that they have not been 
taken ere this, The State expenditure has been unnecessarily increased, and to 
make matters worse expenses which, justly speaking, India ought. not to pay, 
are exacted from her, and a large amount of money goes to England on account 
of this latter expenditure. If then a proper economy is exercised in the State 
expenditure and undue expenses are cancelled, a large balance would remain 
for meeting famines and. other contingencies. And such a policy ought to be 
adopted without delay. A portion of these savings should be used to-construct 
canals and to multiply the means of communication throughout the country. 
The Jéme Jamsed here points out the great benefits derivable from these means, 
and proceeds to observe that by themselves they are not sufficient to bring the 
country into a satisfactory condition. The population of India has consider- 
ably increased and is increasing under the peaceful and benign rule of Britain. 
India is now-a-days an icultural country, and its vast population cannot 
subsist simply on the produce of agriculture. It is sadly in want of manufac- 
turing industries to give the millions of its inhabitants sufficient food. Gov- 
ernment ought to introduce and encourage such industries, and should also 


encourage emigfation to some convenient British dependencies, where the sur- 
plus population of India can find profitable employment. Unless the means 


pointed out above are taken, the future of India, which looks very gloomy, 1s 


“not likely to improve. | | 
The Kdside Mumbat >) of the 27th July, hut received on the 2¥th, opens 


with a leader, headed ‘‘ India and Europe”. After gratefully acknowledging 


the religious liberty accorded by the British Indian Government to its Native 
subjects, and stating that this wise policy has made the Indian subjects so very 
loyal to their foreign rulers that it has made it easy for the latter to protect or | 
n and 
foe | 


empire with a comparatively small force against any reg a 
to render it otherwise prosperous, the Kdside observes that the only foret 


who now threatens India is Russian, which, ‘however, will not allow the 
medans that religious liberty which ey 
and for which they are so very thankful. 


Russia is now opposed by the br 


arms of the Turks. But if the Turks are defeated y 


i vi 
; . 


the eh Ra igee 8, the 
Kurdistén, or by 
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enjoy under the British Government, | 


Indians will not remain > 
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altogether idle. The Hindus, Sékh Léthod and other Réjputs will fight a little 
on the plains, but will afterwards retire to the mountains and quiétly see the 
Russian float before their eyes. The Mahomedan population will not 
buckle on the sword to assist the British, and will laughingly out to the 
Russians ‘‘go and pillage”. The reason of this is, that England has forsaken 
“her old ally Turkey in the hour of her need. Had England assisted this great 
Mahomedan empire, the Mahomedans of India would not have failed to assist 
England and sacrifice their property and lives in her defence. Does not En- 
gland know that the destruction of the Turkish empire is also the destruction © 
of the Mahomedans of India? We already knew that the marriage of H. R. 
Highness the Duke of Edinburgh with the daughter of the Czar would afflict 
the five krors of Mahomedans and would ultimately promote the Russia designs 
on India. 


The Famine in the Deccan. 


The Indu Prakésh (1) of the 30th July, in an article, headed “‘ The Fearful 
Aspect of the Famine, and the ote | of Government in Connection with It,” 
briefly recounts the progress of the dire calamity and the dreadful sufferings’ in 
various forms it has been inflicting on millions of the ryots of the afflicted dis- 
tricts. The kind British Government and the charitable public exerted them- 
selves to mitigate the evil as far as they could; but the calamity has proved 
too great and extensive to be effectually a and controlled. The sufferers 

hoped that their miseries would end with the last hot season, and that the com- 
mencement of the new monsoon would bring rain and, with it, some relief 
‘to the starving men and beasts. But their hopes have, unhappily, proved 
delusive. Though nearly half the season is over, still no good rain has been 
yet vouchsafed to any part of India. The monsoon commenced pretty well, 
and crops were sown; but since then rain has not fallen, and the crops are 
being scorched from want of moisture. And if the drought continues fora 
week or so, the rain-fall, even if it comes in plenty afterwards, will prove useless 
for agricultural purposes. This drought has spread a general gloom over 
_ the whole population. Sad accounts of insufferable distress are heard from all 
sides. People seem to have grown desperate. In Madras 20,000 persons are 
said to have died from the famine. At Bangalore 25,000 people are reported 
to have been suffering from starvation.. In the Belgaum and Dharwar districts 
men are reduced to do the work of beasts, and draw carts and ploughs. Open 
and desperate robberies are attempted, and evel cases of cannibalism have 
appeared in papers. After reciting a few more sad stories of the same nature, 
the writer in the Indu Prakdsh urges the following suggestions for the favour- 
able consideration of Government. He repeats once more the often-repeated 
recommendation, that Goyernment should remit the assessment, either wholly 
or partially according to the circumstances of the cultivators. His recommen- 
dation is to prohibit the exportation of corn to foreign countries ; and his third 
suggestion is, to order the Indian Railways to reduce their rates on the convey- 
ance of corn to the famine-stricken districts. (Some other papers also of this 
week contain editorials on the same subject, and make similar suggestions for the 
mitigation of the general calamity. ) | : 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 29th J uly, in an article, headed “ The Famine,” 
referring to the insufficient quantity of rain which has fallen this year up to the 
present time, and to the deep anxiety into which the people are thrown on that 
account, observes that the distress has reached its culminating point, inasmuch 
as in some places grain) has begun to he plundered openly in the markets, and 


some cases have been reported of persons murdering their own children in order, 


to satisfy the cravings of hunger. Government earnestly prayed, therefore, to 


take measyres for the arrest of the progress of this dire calamity ; the charitable 


public too are called upon to extend their hounty in this most righteous cause, 


-) 


gNnP4—8 | \ 


; Pane ne se 
hits Be Nae 


. 
— Pa 
> 
* 
t 
> 
, 
, 
; : 
4 
bef 
. 
> 
Pa 4. 
: . 
> 
+ 
= 
aoe) ‘ 
- 4 
- 
: f 
> = 
~~ : 
oo) Sgt 
* - 
; > te 
— - ad 
”s ‘ 
a ph ; 
: . 
S.: tans 
'’ 
2 a 7 eh 
_ ‘a a 
—— 9 > 
“ 
or > Pad. . 
wd 44 - . 
rk 
_ 
4 


° 


7 


Considerable relief, says the Opinion, has been afforded by the comparatively 
less rich and enlightened portion of our le; but none uate to the 
magnitude of the distress has yet been ren by those who seek to be dis- 
tinguished among the European public as well as in the columns of the news- 
papers. His Excellency the late Governor of Bombay could never think of 
convening any public meeting here, or of trying to raise funds in England and 
other countries for the relief of the famine-stricken population. The writer 
concludes his article with an earnest prayer to His Excellency Sir Richard 
Temple to give to this matter attention more serious than was vouclisafed by | 
his predecessor ; and the charitable public too should strive harder in getting ; 
a public meeting convened for the purpose of collecting funds to be devoted to ) 
the relief of the unfortunate sufferers. 


A correspondent of the Dnydénodaya (8) of the 2nd August, writing from 
Sholaépur, states that the poor people here are ex _— the greatest priva- 
tions. Numerous people are dying from want of food. Even young persons 
are reduced to mere skeletons. The present a horrible appearance. Several 
of them die most miserable deaths. Dead bodies are allowed to remain undis- 
posed of on the roads. 


Another pies sere of the same, writing from Bérsi, tells the same tale 
of starvation and’ death, and makes an earnest appeal to the humanity of well- 
to-do people. 


Native States. 


The Swadesh Mitra (29) of the 3rd August, in a short editorial, headed 
“A Praiseworthy Act of His Highness the Mahdrd4j4 Holkar,” states that on the 
29th ultimo a very interesting ceremony took place at Indore. On that day 
all the inhabitants of that city, from His Highness the Mahdrdj4 down to the 
poorest cultivators, went in a body to a neighbouring village about two miles 
from Indore, to offer a public prayer to God to vouchsafe rain. His Highness 
gave a general invitation to all the people who accompanied him for a public 
repast. After the prayer was over, the Mahdrdj4 personally mounted a plough 
1 and ploughed a portion of a field like a common ryot. His Rani also, dressing 
herself as the wife of an ordinary farmer, took his breakfast wrapped up in a 
piece of cloth to him. The scene was truly touching; and immediately after 
this pious act there was a very plentiful downpour. The assembly returned to 
Indore in great joy. Other Native Princes and Chiefs are requested to follow 
the good example of His Highness the Mahérdj4 of Indore. | 3 


The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 29th July charges the Wahiwdtdér of Orwéd, 
in the Jundgarh State, with having acted wilfully in regard to & complaint made 
by a husband against his wife for the restitution of conjugal rights, and with 
having exacted forced labour from some cartmen and carpenters against the 
general orders of the State against the exaction of such labour. The authorities 
of the State are requested to prohibit such tyrannical conduct by this officer. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, Tth August 1877. 
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NATIVE PAPERS. 
For the Week ending llth August 1877, __ | 
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LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


No. Names of Newspapers. : Place of publication. Edition. of copies | 
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The Public Administration. 
The Indu Prakash (1) of the 6th August devotes an article to a brief notice 


of the discussion which recently took place in the House of Commons on the 


last Indian Budget. After lamenting over the apathy and indifference habitu- 
ally shewn by the generality.of the members of Parliament to Indian subjects, 
the writer in the Indu Prakdsh expresses satisfaction only with the views of 
Lord Hamilton and Mr. Faweett, and praises them for the real interest and 
spepethy they feel in the welfare of this iniportant dependency of the British 
empire; but he censures the remaining speakers for their selfish sentiments. 
These latter speakers, says the Indu Prakash, care only for'the interests of their 
own countrymen, and have no regard whatever-to those of India and its people. 


The Dnydén Prakdsh (3) of the 6th August, in an article, headed “The 
Native Chiefs and their Political Officers,” observes that among the numerous 


blessings which the British rule has conferred upon this country and which have 


contributed to render that rule, though foreign, so very popular among the 
Natives, the most prominent are profound peace and an excellent and pure 
system of justice. But it is a matter for considerable surprise, that in the matter 
of the latter boon the poorest tyots are much more fortunate than the great 
Native feudatory princes. In fact, one cannot be. very wrong in saying that, 
of all the departments of which the British Indian Government consists, the 
political one is the least satisfactory in the matter of justice and fair-play. The 
high-handedness with whieh the political officers appointed at the courts of the 
feudatory Native chiefs act occasionally towards those chiefs, is too notorious to 
need any description. It has recently come to light that the Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor of the Punjaub sold his bungalow at Murrie to the Mahdrd4j4 of Cashmere for 
a sum of 60,000 rupees; and this fact arousing the suspicion of the Government 


_ of India, has induced it to make an inquiry into the conduct of political officers 


generally. The Government of India deserves all praise for taking up this 
very proper inquiry. ‘The conduct of the political officers ought to be above 
the very breath of suspicion. Im order to keep the purity of their conduct 
conspicuous before the eyes of the public, it is necessary that any private transac- 
tions which may bear the faintest appearance of khatpat should be strictly pro- 
hibited, and the prohibition should be most rigorously enforced. When a poli- 


tical officer retires or goes to Europe on leave, he occasionally sells articles of 


furniture, &c., to a chief ynder his official supervision. The transaction may 
be in many cases an honest one, and executed to the benefit of both the parties. 
But it is hable to be misinterpreted to-the detriment of the interests of the 


- gervice, Government is too wise not to understand this, and it is said that there 


are positive orders prohibiting these transactions. The political officers very 


generally reside in buildings belonging to the chiefs under their supervision, 


and use their furniture, &c., free of any charge. The Government of India, it 


is said, has resolyed to put a stop to this very objectionable practice. If the. 


Government of India adopts such a step it would add immensely to its reputa- 
tion for wisdom and justice. The Dunydn Prakdsh requests Gonernment to re- 
publish once more its old resolution prohibiting every private transaction, such 
as buying and selling, &c., between its political officers and the Native feuda- 
tories placed under their supervision, and to make arrangements for its most 


rigorous and strict enforcement. These measures for keeping up the purity. 


and high moral tone of the political department will prove of the utmost value 
not only to the ignorant and timid Native States, but, ultimately, to the true 
interests of the great paramount Government itself, . | 1 


The Bodha Sudhakar (6) of the 1st August, but received on the 5th, com- 


plains that the corn-dealers of the city. of Satara keep two different sets of 


measures, one correct and the other false, and use them in aclling their corn 
fo different’customers. If a customer happens to be a person of influence, they 


_ 
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mote out corn to him with the right measures. But they measure corn to the 
ordinary ryots with the short measures. It is strange that both the right and 
the false measures have the authoritative stamps impressed on them. The fraud 


is particularly injurious to the public interest in these days of dire famine, when —. 


the prices of corn have gone up so tremendously. A case of a fraud of the 
above a was. recently detected and brought before the Magistrate of 
Satara, who has punished the ry om with a fine of four or five rupees. The 
_ magistrate is severely censured for letting off this culprit with such a light 
punishment. In order to inspire a wholesome fear into the minds of these. 
wicked cheats, the accused ought to have been visited with rigorous imprison- 
ment. Mr. Moore; the popular District gine is earnestly requested to 
adopt some effectual measures to put down this rascality of the grain-dealers as 
soon as possible. 


The Arunodaya (9) of the 5th August; in a short para.,; approves of the 
decision of the High Court in the ¢ase of the late Munsif of Erandol. In the 
inquiry the charge of corruption brought against the munsif entirely broke 
down, and then the High:Court very properly decided not to prosecute the 
man criminally, nor to dismiss him from service, but to restore him to his 
former place, and order him to resign and apply for pension the next day after 
he joined his appointment, The munsif, though not proved to be a corrupt 
man, was proved to. have acted improperly with the people who came before 
him; and, therefore, the High Cotrt was right in compelling him to retire. 
The other munsifs are warned to be on their guard and improve their conduct, 
if there be room for their doing so. 


The Dharwar Writt (25) of the 2nd August, but received on the 5th, refer- 
ring to a recent resolution of Government expressing satisfaction at the poor 
people of the famine-stricken districts betaking themselves to the work of draw- 
ing carts laden with corn, and asking the local authorities to afford as much 
encouragement and facility to this new industry as possible, observes that 
among other things Government suggests that carts laden with corn and drawn 
by labourers should be exempted from tolls and ferry-rates, and where contracts 
are piven for the realization of these imposts, the above wish of Government 
should be carried out as far as the terms of the contract admit it. The above 
resolution of Government is, no doubt, very praiseworthy, and will, to a certain 
extent, give good encouragenient to the trade in corn; but this resolution is 
likely to inflict losses on the contractors. The incident of the carts being 
drawn by men instead of by beasts is a new fact, and could not have been fore- 
seen and provided for in the contract’agreements which must be silent on this 
point, If Government take advantage of this silence and compel the contrac- 
tors to exempt these carts, they will be unjustly put to considerable losses. 
Government is respectfully requested to give due attention to this matter and 
do no injustice to the contractors of tolls and ferries. 


The Hitechchhu (40) of Ahmedabad of the 2nd August, but received on the 
5th; contains a leader, headed ‘‘ A Picnic of the City (of Ahmedabad)”. The 
Hitechchhu states that at about 12 o’clock on Monday last the Bhangids pro- 
claimed in the city of Ahmedabad, by the sound of trumpets, that eople 
should go to-a picnic (next oy) outside the city, and those who would not 
comply with this order would be considered by Government to have committed 
acrime. In the evening of the same day it was again proclaimed, by beat of 
drum, that all persons were conjured in the name of the goddess Bhadrakéli to ' 
go to the picnic. The Hitechchhu asks who made these public proclamations ?: 

id Mr. Borrodaile, the Collector and President of the Municipality of Ahmeda- 
bad, make these proclamations, that. the people of Ahmedabad should observe 
Tuesday as a holiday in commemoration of the public ceremony of the opening 
of the Kéranja garden that day ? In these days the people living under the 
- civilized British rule cannot be said to be engrossed with the ignorant super- 
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} stition of obtaining rain by going to a picnic party. Moreover, to compel 
' people to go to such a party in these dear times is a great hardship on the poor 


among them. It is popularly believed that the picnic was ordered by Govern- 
ment. Moreover, on Tuesday several courts (of justice) and doverkmiant 
schools were closed. _ It behoves Government to inquire into this matter at onee. 
(The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 5th August, in noticing this public picnic party 
at Ahmedabad, observes that it seems that the picnic was ordered that the people 
might go out of the city and pray to the Almighty for rain. ‘To go out for a 
picnic and pray there for rain or not to do so should solely depend on the choice 
of the people, and Government ought not to interfere in such a matter and com- 
mand and adjure people to do it. And yet in the case of -the public picnic at 
Ahmedabad the name of Government has been used. It behoves Government 
to inquire into this matter. The Ahmedabad Samdchédr (52) of the 1st August, 
but received on the 8th, says that the Magistrate of Ahmedabad on Monday 
last ordered all the people of Ahmedabad to go to a publie picnic next day 
(Tuesday). The order was conveyed by beat of drum and was given that the 
picnic might obtain a fall of rain. The Samdchdér wonders how the magistrate 
was 80 superstitious as to believe that a picnic could bring down rain. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Tanand, states that a Shrawak 
boy of this place has been charged by the Foujddr with using country rupees, 
and is soon to be placed before Mr. oevey for trial. There is a report here 
that, either at Wiramgém or some place in Kattywar, some persons who have 
come from Bombay coin counterfeit rupees, and sell them at seven or eight 
pieces for a genuine rupee. The writer requests Government to make secret 


inquiries on this subject, and detect and punish the forgers of the counterfeit 
coin. 


The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 5th August regrets to see that the cotton 
manufacturers of Manchester have, at last, succeeded in obtaining a promise 
from Parliament to abolish the import duties levied on English cotton goods 
imported into India on a convenient opportunity. The abolition of the duties 
is evidently an injury to Indian interests. But Parliament has been deceived 


into acquiescenee on the specious pleading that it will be beneficial to Man- 


chester as well as to India. Some rejoice to learn that the Government of India 


_ has shown the present unsatisfactory state of the Indian finances and warded off 


the evil for the present. But the representation made by the Indian Govern- 
ment is a mere temporary makeshift, and is not worth much. It could have, if 
it was so minded, very justly and explicitly said that it would not accede to 
the unjust demand of is ch cater. The discussion in Parliament on the aboli- 
tion of the duties has, once more, shown the indispensable necessity of there 
being representatives of India in that august tribunal. Had there been some 
on this occasion, they would not have allowed the injustice to be so rey 


committed. They would have very Ainge! shown that the concession deman 


d destroy the cotton industry of India. 


ed by Manchester, if granted, wo 
Some friends of India in Parliament opposed the demand of the English cotton- 
opolis ; but the opposition was not made with such earnestness as would have 
been evinced by persons whose direct interests were compromised. The Mitra 
finds some temporary consolation in the petition made by the British Indian 
Association to the Secretary of State, praying His Lordship to sent out a Com- 
mission to India to inquire into the circumstances of the question, that it ey 
be decided on sound and sufficient reasons whether it it appropriate to abolis 
the import duties, ie | 


that at a recent levee at Poona held by His Excellency, it is said a 
Priest) who went to the levee was atin to take off his native shoes at the door 


of the hall before admittance. Sir Richard the other day visited the Elphin- 


~~ 
___ The same, in another place, makes the usual condemnatory remarks on the’ 
* Shoe-question,” which it thinks is revived by Sir Richard Temple. It says 
Dastur (Parsi 


hee 
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stone Colloge in Bombay, and while inspecting the collegé library exprassed 
gret that the students were allowed to enter the rincipal’s rooms, the 


his re 
library and some other rooms with their Native shoes on. Next day a notice 
was stuck up in the college that the students wearing the loose Native shoes 
should take them off when entering the Principal’s room, the library, the ‘“‘ com- 
mon-room,” and other rooms which are matted or carpetted. Some-common 
Europeans or European officers show a great dislike to Native shoes and insist 
upon the wearers taking them off before entering courts or bungalows. But in 
their cases the matter need not be seriously commented upon. But when high 
officials like the Governors of presidencies show a contempt for Native shoes, 
the question is worth being considered. It is true that persons walking on mats 
or carpets with their shoes on spoil these floor coverings and ought to take off 
their shoes before going over these floor-cloths. But it cannot be said that 
these floor-coverings are spoiled by Native shoes only and not by European 
ones. Why, then, would a restriction be made in regard to Native shoes only ? 
Apparently the dislike exhibited by some Europeans to Native shoes in this 
matter is a false prejudice, and it would be wellif they divested themselves of it. 


The same complains that the postage levied on newspapers falls heavily 
on them, particularly on the low-priced Native newspapers, and prevents an 
extension of their circulation. The arguments advanced are the same as those 
put forward by many of its contemporaries whose observations have been 
several times noticed more fully in these summaries. The Mitra, like its con- 
temporaries, prays Government to reduce the postage on newspapers by half, 
levying a quarter-anna in place of the present half-anna. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (42) of the 4th August, but received on the 6th, in 
noticing the speeches made by Messrs. Birley and Bright, on the occasion of the 
discussion in Parliament on the 9th July last of the question of the abolition. of 
the duties on English cotton-goods imported into India, observes that it has 
already given a substance of the speeches made by these honourable members. 
The sentiments expressed by them on that occasion plainly point out that the 
abolition of the duties would be beneficial to the interests of Manchester or 
England alone. In the discussion the attention of Parliament was strongly 
drawn to the circumstance that, a large number of cotton mills having been 
established in India, there has been a large decrease in the exports of English 
cotton fabrics to India, and, consequently, a great loss is inflicted on English 
producers and the operatives employed in English mills.. Thus, Manchester 
tries for the abolition of the import duties for the advantage of England, with- 
out caring for.the interests of India; since the abolition of the duties would 
destroy the young Indian cotton industry which gives employment to’ a few 
workmen and which otherwise benefits the country. The speeches of Messrs. 
Birley and Bright also‘point out that Manchester envies India for her young 
cotton industry. The Winchisltians say that the Government of India and the 
State Secre refuse to abolish the duties at once, and in doing so they com- 
mit a political’ error which is very censurable. Mr. Jacob Bnght oa. at the 
discussion that the people of India do not look favourably at the commerce of 
England in cotton 08 and wish to see those goods taxed with four times the 
duty now levied on them. They raise a strong opposition whenever they hear 
that the import duty is either to be Ldueaniod or abolished, and the Indian 
authorities immediately submit to this opposition. This circumstance makes 
the people of India stronger day by day, so that they would in course of time 


be too powerful for Government. The meaning of these sentiments of Mr. 


Bright, observes the Samdchdr, is that the Government of India gives into the 
voice of the people of India, or carries on the Indian administration yong 
before their strength. But the fact is otherwise. It. is true that the people of 
India raise their voice sometimes, but they have no strength in them, and the 
authorities do not ay much attention to their sentiments. The very fact that 


the Indian authorities have openly and positively promised to abolish the im- 


3NP1]—8 , 


. 
s 
>. 
¥ 
. : 
r 4 : 
. 
> 
: 
: > 
" > 
“~ “™: 
; 
: 
° — 
, ; r 
. - ~ e 
~ ad ,; a 7 . . 
> 
. , ~ ® «i : * 4 #-. ° _ ~ 
=. . ' De® 
- 7 7 ; 
- 
‘ \ a vey 
; 9 ; 
“ é : 
. 
° : " 7 
- e a 
7 
. 
; 
. 
. 
— 
” ' 
‘ ’ 
. 
. . 
. 
. 
> 
J 7 
- > 
. 
‘ 
> 
> 
: 
1 . 
>» 
7 
~ 
. 
. * 
’ * 
> 
’ ’ 
‘ 
. 
. 
> 
. » F . 
. 
’ 
s . 
; . ; 
. 
; 
; 
a 
. 
* 
* ° ’ . 
. a | 
: ‘ 
* 
7 ff 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. ; 
7 
" s 
x d 
. 
. 
’ . 
‘ 
. 
. 
‘ 
° > 
> 
C - 
‘ * 
‘ 
> 
; 
. . 
as * 
> . “ ; 
“s a 
* : ’ 
. . 
. 
; ‘ 
: - ; 
a 
J 
: . 
. 
, 
- 
. 2 
| . 
- 
’ ~ 
‘ ; 
Se | 
* : 
) 
] 
' . 
. > — 
’ 
‘ . . 
+ 
> ; 
, 
- 
: i$ o 
* 
‘ . 
; > 
; : 
; ‘ 
: ‘ol 
: . R s > 
a ‘ 
‘ ’ 
‘ 
x : ; 
‘ . ‘ 
, -« 
4 > 
° 7 
y - 
‘ 
: e , ‘ 
~~ 
- ‘ - 
" . 
. * s 
. 
j : 
ra - - 
- ~ « , . ‘ + ‘ 
. > 
. : 
4 , - ‘ 
* 
f 7 2 : . - > ” : 
- e » 
; 
- » s - 4 
* E- 
+ , 
. " . * * : 
‘ : . 
» . 
‘ ~~ io rr ’ . > ‘ ° . i 
| % : 
. “ 4 ‘ ” 
* . 
* a 
* . . 
» P — = , - + » + ’ 
: ial : , . 
7 
. - . , 
. . 4 ; ~ - — 
¥ ss ‘ ; 
- ‘ . ® : “ ae - : , 
. ‘ ; » 4 ; 
4 : oe yee ye a™ . t. ‘2 y o - 
‘ - 
* 
- 
. 
. 
‘ 
2 
7 “> i i 
> ‘ : . 
We hs “ - 7 


| 


port duties on English cotton goods as soon as the Indian finances improve, 
proves this state of things. This promise of the authorities is prejudicial to 
Indien interests. The people of india already groan under a‘heavy taxation, 
and should ever Indian finances assume a satisfactory condition a reduction — 
ought to be at once made in this burden. 


The same of the 8th August is glad to see that several impartial English- 
-men, both in Parliament and out of it, have come forward to oppose the unjust 

demand of Manchester to abolish the Indian import duties on English cotton 
fabrics. ‘The Honourable Messrs. Fawcett and Laing and Sir George Campbell 
and Sir George Balfour and some others said at the } Tecra am that, to concede 
the request of Manchester, would be prejudicial to the interests of India; and 
the Under-Secretary of State for India had only to repeat his old promise to 
~Menchester to give his attention to the demand on some future occasion. The 
London Times has, as before, again raised its impartial and just voice against 
the unjust demand of Manchester. Some months ago a deputation of the people 
of Manchester waited'upon Lord Salisbury, praying His Lordship to abolish 
the import duties; and-His Lordship gave it areply. In commenting upon 
this answer, the Times advised His Tontibly to consider it his first duty to 
protect the interests of India before every other consideration. It condemned 
the demand of Manchester as quite against political laws and inimical to the 
interests of India, and advised Parliament to refuse to accede to the demand. 
The Samachar has, in writing upon this subject, frequently made the recommen- 
dation that, whenever the Indian finances attain a satisfactory condition, some 
of the heavy taxes under which the people of India groan should be abolished. 
The Times coincides in this view wid recommends that the tax which should 
be first abolished on the Indian finances assuming a satisfactory state; should 
be the tax on salt, and then the export duties on Indian goods and the octroi 
duties should be removed. There is no need whatever to show the soundness 
of these views of the Zhunderer. The people of India are glad that when their 
country has not an indepertdent administration like the British colonies of 
Australia or Canada, and particularly when they have no representatives from 
their country in Parliament, the impartial people of England have undertaken 
to advocate their just cause’ and to protect them from an apparent injustice. 
When impartial and just Englishmen themselves say with perfect justice that 
‘a considerable injustice would be done to India were the import duties abolished, 
the Indian authorities ought to give up the intention of fulfilling their promise 


to Manchester to abolish the duties when the Indian finances attain a satisfac- 
tory condition. 


A correspondent of the same of the 7th August, writing from Surat under 
date the 5th instant, after expressing his great approval of the orders said to 
have been issued by the Bombay Government to the authorities of the B. B. 
and C. I. Railway, not to carry any corn from any of the stations in Guzerat 
into the famine-stricken districts of the Deccan, observes that these wise orders 
have been issued as Guzerat is threatened with a famine on account of an in- 
sufficient fall of rain. - The Traffic Manager has, in accordance with the above- 
mentioned Government orders, sent instructions to the principal stations on the 
line not to take any corn for the Deccan. But similar orders not having been 
sent to minor stations, it is said some dealers send large quantities of grain from 
the station of Amroli to Bombay or some stations near the famine-stricken dis- 
tricts of the Deccan. The writer prays Government and the railway authori- 
fies to adopt stringent measures for preventing the export of any corn from 
-"Guzerat, | \ 

The same writer complains that since the date the late Treasurer of the 
- Governmént Tyeasury at Surat was discovered to have misappropriated a large 

amount of Goyernment money in currency notes of the values of ten and twenty 
_. Tupees, the Surat Treasury does not cash currency notes of ten or twenty rupees 
each, and in the local bazar the money-changers ask a large discount Or -cash- 
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ing them. Thus the people of Surat are put to loss in obtaining cash for sucls 
notes ; and if behoves the authorities concerned to prevent such loss befalling 
the people, by ordering the Treasury to pay cash for the notes whenever de- 
manded. | 

The Yajdén Parast (47) of the 5th August, in noticing the recent discussion 
in Parliament on the proposal to abolish the duties on English cotton fabries 
imported into India, observes that the moral of the proposition is, that the in- 
terests of poor India are to be sacrificed for the benefit of the Lancastrians. 
~The advocates for Manchéster have shown a censurable selfishness, which has 
outstepped even the bounds of shame. The Honourable Messrs. Birley and 
Jacob (Bright) attempted to show in their speeches in the House, that the abo- 
lition of the duties would be beneficial not only to Manchester but also to India. 
But further on they said that a portion of the manufacturing work of Marches- 
ter has gone over to India, and if the import duties were not abolished the 
working-men of Lancashire would have to starve. ‘These arguments shew that © 
these advocates of Manchester’s interests do not care a straw for poor India, and 
desire the abolition of duties which is sure to inflict distress on the working-men 
in India. It is a happy thing to find that Mr. Fawcett, the sincere and true 
friend of India, opposed the selfish proposition, and showed that, before the 
abolition of the import duties, it was urgently required that the duties on salt, 
tea and sugar should be first abolished. 


The Samsher Béhddur (51) of the 3rd August, but received on the 5th, 
opens with a leader, headed ‘‘ In what way can the State Expenditure be less- 
ened ?” The article commences with the proposition, that trade and commerce 
have of late lessened, and, to add to this unsatisfactory state, the price of corn 
has gone up; and, consequently, the people find it very hard to earn a liveli- 
hood. ‘The Government has, moreover, to feed the unfortunate people of the 
famine-stricken districts. Government has very properly seen that, without 
curtailing the State expenditure, there is no way of tiding over the difficulty ; 
and, accordingly, it has inquired of the subordinate administrations where 
economy can be safely applied. The subordinate officers have, it is said, sug- 

to Government to effect a reduction in the number of the low-paid 
subordinates under them. Jn condemning this suggestion as likely to impede 
the progress of work and inflict distress on the discharged servants, who would 
find ‘it almost impossible to earn a livelihood in these hard and dear times, the 
Samsher suggests some means for effecting proper economy in the State ex- 
penditure. It recommends the discontinuance of pensions to pensioners who 
serve in Native States on high salaries; the wile ment of shaaehid Natives 
on comparatively small salaries in places of highly-paid Europeans; the general 
reduction of the high salaries of Government servants ; and the exaction of some 
of the municipal work from policemen wherever the municipalities are made 
to pay a portion of the expenses of the police. In the concluding portion 
of the article the Samsher states that Sir Richard Temple’s Government has 
made. a reduction in the daily rations given to prisoners in jails. The Samsher 
considers the reduced quantity insufficient for the hard-worked convicts, and 
requests Government to give the old quantity to each convict. 


¢ 


The Famine in the Deccan. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3)%of the 6th August briefly refers to the awfully 
miserable condition of the numerous beggars who now swarm in the city of 
. Poona. They appear to have collected not only from the neighbouring villages 

but even from very distant places. They are suffering great privations. They 

have no food to-eat, no clothes to cover themselves. with, but the most scanty 
rags, and no place to put their weary bodies in but the dirty covered hry of 
the streets. They roam about the whole city begging and crying for food from 
morning till very late at night. The Dnydn Prakésh very severely censures 
the Poona Municipality for doing literally nothing to mitigate the sufferings o 
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thege wretched peo le. In one of the recent meetings of the Corporation the 


subject was mooted, but the Commissioner, who thoved it, possessing no ability 
as a good and clever speaker, the motion fell through and nothing was done. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh hopes that the subject will be taken up by some one more 
able to do justice to it and to impress it properly. on the minds of his brother . 


Commissioners. 


The same of the 9th August has a long leader, headed ‘‘ The Famine.” 
The writer contrasts the great promptitude and interest shewn by the Govern- 
ment of Lord: Northbrook on the oecasion of the late Bengal famine with the 
coldness and reluctance to incur expenditure displayed by the present authori- 
ties in dealing with the present calamity, though vastly greater in intensity and 
extent than the visitation of 1874. As soon as the late Viceroy heard of the 
approach of the calamity at Simla, he forgot his own comforts and ease and at 
once came down to Calcutta to arrange for the needful precautions in time to 
avert the horrors of the approaching visitation. He sanctioned several works 
for relief. He also convened a public meeting at Calcutta for raising subscrip- 
tions for the help of the sufferers. An application was also made to the other 
ay of India, and to England,, Her Gracious Majesty was pleased to head the 
ist of gnbscriptions by putting down the munificent sum of 10,000 rupees. His 
Excellency the Viceroy also put down an equal sum. His noble example in- 
spired the same zeal into the subordinate officers, and the calamity was nobly 
met’ and suceessfully overcome. Unhappily, we find nothing of that noble zeal 


_ and enthusiasm in the cause of humanity on the present occasion, though the 


calamity is much greater aud needs greater exertions on the part of our en- 
lightened and christian rulers.. Here the writer sorrowfully alludes to Sir Philip 
Wodehouse’s declining to convene a public meeting of the inhabitants of Bom- 


_ bay for raising a general subscription on behalf of the sufferers from the famine 


in the Deccan. ‘The refusal of the late Governor of Bombay had the deplorable 
effect of creating a general apathy and indifference among the public in regard 
to the famine, and of increasing the responsibility of the Government. The 
writer then alludes to the recent public meeting held at Madras under the pre- 
sidency of His Excellency the Duke of Buckingham, and to the approaching 
visit of His Excellency the Viceroy to the famine-stricken presidencies, in order 
to see personally the condition of the afflicted provinces and to arrange with 
the local authorities the needful measures for the relief of the sufferers. The 
Dnyéin Prakdsh expects much good result from the humane efforts of the great 


authorities, 


The Belgaum Samdchdr (11) of.the 6th August observes that there is only 


one big relief-work in the Belgaum District, namely, the canal of Gokdk. 


Labourers seeking relief are sent to this work ; but, it is said, they soon return 


to Belgaum. The writer inquired: into the matter, and is informed in explana- 


tion of this fact that,-when the labourers arrive at the work, they are made to 


_ wait for two days before they are admitted and get their names on the muster. 


Moreover, those who are sent from Belgaum as able-bodied men are not deemed 
so by the authorities at the work, and, therefore, these authorities show 
reluctance to admit thém. And when they admit them, they pay them wages 
according to the rules of the Public Works Department,—that is, the labourers 
do not get the full rates. Again, the labourers are paid once a week, that is on 
Sundays. Again, the market being about six miles away from the place of the 
work, the labourers are obliged to be absent from the work when they go to 
the market’ to buy provisions. They thus lose two days in a week. Add to 
this the short wages and the entire absence of any ‘accommodation of resting 
places, and you. can easily understand why the poor labourers prefer begging 
to work on such hard terms. The writer in the Belgawm Samdchdr, cannot find 


fault with the poor labourers, and earnestly prays the Collector of the district _ 
and the Revenue Commissioner of the division to give due attention to the com- 
plaints of the relief seekers, and to adopt the needful measures for their removal. 
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+ « Phe Bombay Samdachdr (42) of the 7th A after approvingly noticing 
_~ the measures taken by the Government of Madras for the relief of thé famine- 
stricken districts of that presidency, in which at the least’ the famine will con- 
 *tirive for six months more, observes that the condition of the famine-stricken 
- districts of the Deccan is not better. In no districts of the Deccan has sufficient 
rain yet fallen, and the famine threatens to continue this year also. To add to 
this unsatisfactory state and consequent. anxiety, Guzerat also suffers from 
insufficient rain, and famine threatens to visit that part of the presidency also. — 
It behoves the Bombay Government and the people of Bombay to avoid any 
mistake being made in this serious matter, by allowing any unnecessary delay 
to occur in adopting measures similar to those adopted by the. Madras Govern- 
ment and the people ofithat Presidency, for the due relief. of the famine-stricken 
parts of the Bombay presidency. fortunately Lord Lytton will presently 
yisit Bombay, and during his Lordship’s presence here due measures should be 


decided upon and steps taken to elicit aid from the public for the relief of the 
famine-stricken ryots of this presidency. 


The Rast Goftdr (45) of the 5th August, in alluding to the large public 
meeting which has been recently convened in Madras under the presidentship 
of His Grace the Duke of Buckingham, for asking aid from England and some 
of the cities and towns of India in behalf of the famine-stricken people of the 
Madras Presidency, wherein the famine will continue for six months more, 

_ observes that the Bombay Presidency is not less in want of aid from England 
and other places in behalf of its famine-stricken people, and asks whether Sir 
Richard Temple will convene a public meeting in behalf of the unfortunate 

people under his rule? Not only the Deccan but the whole of the Bombay 
Prisdensy is threatened with famine this year. At the commencement of the 
monsoon’ there appeared some signs of a good and plentiful year, but the 
absence of rain since then was dispelled the hope produced by those. signs. In 
none of the zillahs of this presidency has there been more than seventeen inches 
ofrain. In some parts the land has not been yet sown ;in others, though sown, 
the seed has not sprouted and appeared above ground; and in others the very 
young crops are being scorched by an absence of moisture. In Guzerat prices 
of grain have gone up, and the province of Kattywar is on the brink of falling 
into the same state as the Deccan. It is said that the railway authorities 
refuse to carry corn from Guzerat to the Deccan as a precautionary step against 
the famine threatening the former province. The Subh4 of Nawsari has im- 
hae a heavy town duty on the corn exported from that town, The people of 
Broach are alarmed at the threatening prospects. The good Thdkor of Bhauna- 
gar is preparing to mitigate the distress of his ryots. The distress in the Bom- 
hay Presidency has considerably increased since the commencement of the 
famine, Persons who subsisted formerly on the seed of the Bambu and leaves. 
of trees, now fight over the heavings of food thrown on heaps of rubbish in the 
streets. The police has apprehended some of the starving people who had 
killed their children for eating their flesh! The famine cannot make a more 
distressful ee than the one described here. The Bombay Government 
does not publish, as the Government of Madras does, the deaths occurring from 
the famine, and, consequently, it is not known now many lives have been al- 
ready destroyed by this dire calamity. Though the famine in the Deccan is 
not so severe as that ruling in Madras, still the accounts from all sides show 
that the Deccan famine has become more severe than it was; and it is a matter 
of doubt whether the coming times will improve or not. — : 


*F 


a Native States, 


3 The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 5th August learns from a correspondent that 
the Thékor of Bhaunagar has adopted immediate measures for the relief of this 
.  ¥yots who’ have begun to suffer from a scarcity of corn. The Thékor has or: 
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dered his treasury to-purchase corn of more than fifty thousand rupees, and 4 
-. instructed his ve Bt in the mofussil to take due pmcy of the distre: ey le. a 
- On the 1st instant, a proclamation was issued that work on ditches au | a 
was commenced and that labourers, both men and women, would be pee: s 
on it and paid either in cash or corn. The Thdkor has employed on some i 
work on the bunder three hundred distressed persons who have come from a 
_ Rédhanpur to Bhaunagar. The Mitra highly praises the Thakor for adopting a 
timely relief measures in behalf of his ryots, and asks other Princes and Chiefs : 
of Kattywar to imitate the good example set by this Chief. | 


ee KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
: Reporter on the Native Press. 


of the Director of Public Instruction, ge ae : 
Poona, 14th August 1877. : 
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The Public. Administration. 


A correspondent of the Bodha Sudhakar (6) of the 8th August, but received 
on the 12th, writing from Wai, complains of the very tardy way in which the 
Subordinate Judge and Subordinate Magistrate of that place perform their 
oficial work. The Subordinate J udge does not come to his Court till 2 or 3 p.m. 
Cases as old as 1871-72. are still lying undisposed of in this Court. Impor- 
tant documents are said to be misplaced or even lost in this Court, to the 
detriment of the parties. A similar complaint is also heard from the people 
against the Subordinate Magistrate. The people of the place are too timid to 
prefer complaints to their superiors against these careless officials. 


The Arunodaya (9) of the 12th August observes that the present laws have _ 
discontinued the wise and thoughtful practice enjoined by the old Regulations 
of 1827, of requiring the depositions of witnesses to be signed by them ; and 
that though the change ‘yon. 8 several innocent people into great difficulties, and, 
therefore, the legislative authorities have been frequently prayed to restore the 
former wise practice, yet our great law-givers have not been good enough to 
comply with this reasonable prayer of the public. Very recently a case has 
come to light in the Poona Sessions, which very strongly shows the. reasonable- 
ness of the above prayer. Mr. Lakshuman Sakhdrdm Patwardhan, the late 
Mahdlkari of Ambegaum Peta, and a Subordinate Magistrate, and two others 
were lately tried by the Assistant Sessions Judge at Poona, for fabricating a 
judicial record and perjury. The trial continued for twelve days, and resulted in 
the conviction of all the three accused. In this case the Mahdlkari was accused 
of fabricating depositions of witnesses and other papers of a supposed civil case, 
which he never tried in fact. The crime committed by the Mahdalkari is 
extremely heinous, and the punishment which the Assistant Sessions Judge 
inflicted upon him, though heavy in itself, appears to the writer in the Aruno- 
daya very inadequate as compared to the enormity of the offence. Then, 
briefly referring to the facts of this case, the Arunodaya expresses horror at the 
audacity and gravity of the crime. Here a Magistrate in a fabricated deposi- 
tion makes a poor and helpless widow to declare away her right on an ancestral 
real estate worth some thousands of rupees, without any chance of that widow 
knowing of the conspiracy which this Magistrate was silently perpetrating with 
her enemy to her utter ruin. Under the old law, which required every deposi- 
tion to be signed by the witness giving it, such a fabrication was impossible. 
Why should not the same wise practice be revived.? The rarity of the ex- 
posure of such fabrications by men in power does not necessarily prove the 
rarity of such crimes actually occurring. Such crimes are extremely difficult 
to be proved, and hence the rarity of the exposure. The popular belief is that 
such fabrications are more frequent than is generally believed to be the case by 
the authorities. This popular belief is not altogether baseless ; and if our law- 
makers will give their serious attention to this very grave question, and make. 


the Amprovement suggested above, they will lay the people under a great obli- 
gation. 3 


_ The Mdlwan Samdchdr (34) of the 13th August states that the people 
coming from Vingorla and other places to Mdlwan, have to cross the ferry of 
Korli, and ay are often detained there too long. There is only one boat, | 
and it is rowed by one man only. Passengers are often obliged to work at the 
oars. In the agreement of the contractor he has bound himself to keep two 
boats.on the ery and to have two boatmen in each to row them. The Mam- 
latddér of the taluka is requested to logk to this popular complaint, and to 


compel the contractor of the ferry to act according to. the terms of the contract, — 
and remove the above complaint. i ae. 
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_ The Hitechchhu (40) of Ahmedabad of the 9th August, but received on the 
12th, prays the District Magistrate of Ahmedabad to place police peons at the 
Goséiji Mahérdj4s Mandir in Dobiwddapol or lane, in the City of Ahmedabad, 
on the days on which the followers of the Mahdrd4j4 flock in large numbers to 
the mandir, to preserve order in the great crowd which takes place on these 
occasions. To this mandir about 2,000 Waishnawas go every morning and 
evening, and on these occasions the place is not a little crowded. In these 
crowds some rascals are to be seen, who go there either to insult the women, or 
steal ornaments from the persons of women and children. Properly speaking, 
the Waishnawas themselves ought to make proper arrangements for preserving 
due order in these crowds. But, on holidays such as Fulmandali and‘ Hindolé 
days about seven thousand Waishnawa followers go to this mandir to visit the 
idol. There is only one door for entrance into the building, and a large crowd 


collects at the door on these occasions. In these crowds, particularly when 


the idol is visited in the evenings, old persons, women, and children get crushed ; 
some lose their ornaments, and some get seriously hurt or mained for life. 
Government trusts the police to preserve order at the temple of Jaganndth 
Withobé of Pandharpur, Ranchhor of Dékor, and at other shrines, where great 
crowds take place; and hence there is no reason why it should not appoint 
policemen to protect the devotees at this mandir on such occasions as described 
above. Some time ago when Mr. Harsadrai was M4mlatdaér of Ahmedabad, Mr. 
Borrodaile visited the mandir of Natwarldl, in Ahmedahad, on a Pawitrdbdras 
holiday to see personally the great crowd and crush which take: place there. 
But the Mahdrd4j4 of the mandir having received, it is popularly said, from Mr. 
Harsadr4i himself, a previous notice of Mr. Borrodaile’s coming visit, took the 
necessary. precautions to preserve due order in the crowd ; and, consequently, 
the District Magistrate did not see the crush which is very frequently to be seen 
there. On the 5th instant there was the Fulmandali ceremony at this mandir, 
and the idol was to be visited after 8-30 o'clock in the evening. A great crowd 
gathered at the mandir on this occasion, and in it a person’s eye was destroyed ; a 
woman’s ear was torn by a thief and her ear-ornament stolen ; another woman 
lost her nose-ring, and her nose was torn ; a third woman’s clothes were torn to 
pieces, and a number of old persons were seriously crushed. If Mr. Borrodaile 
wants to be convinced by seeing with his own eyes the fearful crowds which 
occur at these mandirs, let him inform the editor of the Hitechchhu of his wish, 
without letting any of his subordinates know of it; and the editor would take 
him to the mandirs when great crowds occur there, and show him how many 
persons are seriously hurt on these occasions. 


~The same is surprised to see nothing done about Captain LaTouche, about 
whom the papers are complaining. Whatcan be the cause of this? Has the 


_ Reporter ‘on the Native Press failed to notice the complaints; or is it that, 


though they were noticed by him, Government has paid no attention to those 
notices? If neither of these two things be the cause, how is it that the com- 
pone raised by the papers has remaind unattended to? It was stated that in 
his circuit either Captain LaTouche himself or his subordinates did not pay 
full prices for things purchased, that a public notice was given to him to pay, 
and that a complaint was madethrough the post to the District Magistrate. 
But the complainants were twice or thrice called from Dakor to Kaira (by Captain 
LaTouche) by an illegal summons, and were, at last, paid a small sum, and 
had to compromise their claims. What kind of justiceis this? It is said that 
the Karbhéri of Ranié, the Mukhi of Dékor, and another, were causelessly put to 


trouble, and were not paid subsistence allowance nor carriage hire, and are 


about to sue Captain LaTouche for the same. | 


The same states that RAwsdheb Mayérém having resigned the service, the 


other Deputy (Educational) Inspectors are to be transferred to other places. It 
18 said. that the school-masters of the districts under the charges of Ys depu- 
ties are raising subscriptions among themselves to give addresses or something 
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of the kind to their a Deputy ig agra No objection can be taken in 
) ay ris 


the case of Réwséheb érém since he igned service. But it is said 
that Mr. Motirém, the Deputy I tor of Kaira, and the Députy Inspector of 
the Southern Division of the Surat District are also to be presented with address- 
es; and in their cases the proceeding is objectionable, as it would be an in- 


-fringement of the Government orders prohibiting the acceptance of addresses 


by Government servants. 


A correspondent of the same states that Mr. Kharkar, the Ka4rbhdri of the 
Nawdnagar State, has committed the grave impropriety of abstracting a regis- 
tered letter (addressed to another person), but no inquiries have hitherto been 


made in this matter. It behoves the postal authorities, for the ‘credit of their 


department, to make due inquiries about this crime, and to get the guilty parties 
punished. ; 


The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 12th August opens with a leader, headed, 
“A Native whom a European got beaten, and the slight Punishment meted 
out in his Case,”” in which it is observed that there are five calamities from 
which India suffers principally at present. These are famine, cholera, fires, 
inundations and uncommon beatings given by Europeans. They have destroyed 
hundreds of human lives and much property, and it cannot be said who can 
remove these great evils and when they will be removed. A fresh instance has 
recenty occurred of the last named of the abovementioned five evils. From the 
Bombay papers it appears that a mango hawker went to the house of the 
Magistrate of Etwa with some mangoes. The latter wanted to buy the man- 
goes, and asked the hawker their price, who, however, demanded more than the 
Magistrate thought they were worth, and did not give the fruit. The Magis- 
trate thereupon grew angry with him, and ordered his servant to give him (the 
hawker) a good beating. The servant beat him so much that he died there and 
then! The servant who killed him has been punished with simple imprison- 
ment for eight days and a fine of five rupees for a crime which is punished by the 
Session Judges with three years’ imprisonment. Mr. Campbell, in his speech 
delivered in London, sated that the European criminals escape punishment, not 
on account of the partiality of the European Judges but on account of the 
defects in the law. But this observation of the speaker is untrue. The Indian 
Penal Code is enacted for the Natives and the ‘Europeans alike. But in the 


cases of the latter various pretexts are allowed to be brought forward to enable 
the European accused to escape condign punishment for their misdeeds, 


The Broach Wartamdn (55) of the 13th August states that last week the 
corpse of an infant girl was found at the door of Dal4l Isowardds Prdnjiwandéds 
Kotid, in the town of Broach. A large number of people had collected to see it 
and cursed the perpetrator of the crime. The corpse was afterwards buried by 
a Bhangi woman, without giving any information of it to the police. The 
writer wonders how the police did not know of this occurrence, and how it has 
not yet made any inquiries in regard to it. It is rumoured that the perpetrator 
of the crime is a widow of the Dasdwisd4 Ldd caste. | 


The Famine in the Deccan. 


_. The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 18th August, referring to the approachin 

visit of His Excellency the Viceroy to the famine-stricken districts of Srchees and 
Bombay, expresses satisfaction that His Excellency has at last thought it desirable 
to see personally the state of the unhappy districts, and to arrange for the 
needful measures for the relief of the suffering millions of the subjects of Her 
Most Gracious Majesty the Empress of India. The writer in the Daydn Prakdsh 
earnestly prays His Excellency not to trust solely to official reports and repre- 
sentations for information regarding the real condition of the people of the 
afflicted districts, but to listen patiently to what the Sérwajanik Sabhas or 
popular associaticns, the intelligent and public-spirited native gentlemen who 


re § 


‘have given their attention to this subject of the famine, and the Native Press have 
to say on the subject, and give a due hearing to their views and sentations. 
The Dnydn Prakdsh fears that, from several motives, Government officials do 
not represent the sad facts regarding the famine in their true colors, and, there- 
fore, the official representation is likely to mislead His Excellency as to the real 
gravity of the present calamity. His Excellency is, therefore, respectfully 
solicited not to form his opinion about the character of the visitation solely from 
official sources, but to give due attention to the popular version of the story too. 
The second request of the writer to His Excellency is, to convene a public 
meeting at Bombay for raising subscriptions and for calling out aid, both here 
in India and in England, in behalf of the distressed millions of this presidency, 
as the good Governor of Madras has already done for the suffering millions of 
his presidency. 


The Arunodaya (9) of the 12th August, referring to the approaching visit of 
His Excellency the Viceroy to the famine-stricken districts of the Madras and 
Bombay Presidencies, requests His. Excellency not to confine his inspection to 
the large cities and towns, but to extend it to the villages of the Mofussil, if he 
‘wishes to get a true knowledge of the real condition of the suffering millions of 
Her Majesty’s subjects. He should always goto these places without giving 
any previous notice. His Excellency is also prayed to call for a public subscrip- 
tion, both in India and in England, for the relief of the sufferers. 


The Arya Warta (35) of the 11th August, but received on the 14th, ob- 
serves that rumours of the public bazars being looted by beggars maddened by 
hunger, are heard from different places in the afflicted districts. In the talukas 
of Khandesh the suffering is very intense. In several places corn cannot be 
had even for money. The traders greedily raise the prices of provisions. 
Government is requested to interfere and settle the rates. The district of 
Khandesh is inhabited largely by ignorant and turbulent tribes such as Bhils 
and others, and, therefore, it requires to be watched with vigilance by the au- 
thorities. The Bhils were never known to resort to begging, but many of them 
are now seen to go about begging. This is not a good sign. Government has 
opened several relief-works, but they should be particularly opened and 
maintained for the talukas bordering the Sdtpura mountains, which are more . 
largely inhabited by the Bhils. Again, these Bhil labourers should be paid 
wages enough for their maintenance. For, if these people are left hungry, they 
may produce serious disturbances. They are not as peaceful and patient a 
people as the generality of the Hindu population, The article concludes with 
an earnest request to the District Magistrate to give his serious attention to this 
grave question. 


Several Mardthi papers of this week, referring to the em off of the rain 
_and to fhe consequent unprecedented rise of prices, and to the increasing dis- 
tress among the people, call on Government to relieve the sufferers, and suggest 
different measures according to their lights for accomplishing that object. 


The Bombay Saméchér(42) of the 15th August observes that there is no doubt | 
that the famine raging in the Bombay presidency since last year will continue 
this year as well, and the poor ryots will have to suffer more miseries than et | 
haye already borne. The very thought of this store of miseries makes one sad, 
and has ale all persons think of nothing else than to devise means for their 
mitigation. But it is sad to observe that the Bombay Government has hitherto 
shewn a wonderful coldness in this matter. The Bombay Samdchdér and several 
of its contemporaries have shewn indispensable necessity for Government 
convening a public neeting of the inhabitants of Bombay, for the purpose of — 
raising peaisickiotineia here and in England in aid of the famine-stricken people. — 
There was a great necessity for raising public subscriptions in the time of Sir 
Philip Wodehouse, who, however, did not admit the necessity; and — 
has seen the evil effects of this mistake of the late Governor. The people, are 
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very anxious to see that Sir Richard Temple will not commit the same 


7 


mistake, and will, without the least delay, convene a public meeting of the Bom- 


- bayites. ‘But Sir Richard seems to be of a different opinion. The people of 
. Poona resolved upon convening a pers meeting for raising further subcriptions 


in aid of the distressed people of the Deccan, and were to convene the meeting in 
the Council Hall. It was to take place this day, the 15th instant; but e@ 
that day Government withdrew its permission to use the Council Hall, and has 
stated as the reason of the withdrawal that there is no necessity for convening 
such a meeting, The Samdchdr is sore afraid that Government has made a blunder 
in entertaining such an opinion, and fears evil effeets following therefrom. 


The Jéme Jamsed (43) of the 13th August, after alluding to the very msuffi- 
cient showers which have hitherto fallen in most of the Decean districts in 
which the famine already rules, observes that it seems almost certain that the 
famine will continue for one year more in these unfortunate zillahs. Under 
these circumstances it is indispensable that a public meeting should be called 
at once in Bombay, for the collection of subscriptions in aid of the famine- 
stricken. Due collections should be made in Bombay, the other Indian cities 
and towns, from Native Princes and Chiefs, and from England also. Govern- 
ment will not fail to employ able-bodied persons on relief-works ; but the old, 
the sickly and the young will require to be supported by charity. Private 
charity has done a good deal in their case hitherto, but it will not be able to 
cope successfully with the increased evil without public. aid from England and 
other sources mentioned above. The Jame Jamsed exhorts Sir Richard Temple 
to convene the above suggested meeting with the least possible delay. (The 
Bombay Samachar (42) of the same date is glad of the coming visit of His Excel- 
lency the Viceroy to the famine-stricken parts of the Bombay and the Madras 
presidencies, and hopes that Lord Lytton will not fail to devise means for the 
removal of the defects which have appeared in the past management of the 
Deccan famine (one of which is the inability of the Indian railways to carry 
to the famine-stricken districts a sufficient supply of corn in time), and to con- 
vene a public meeting in Bombay for the purpose of collecting aid, both in this 
country and from England, for'the distressed people of this presidency, who are 


a by the holding off of the rains to the distress of famine for one year 
more). 


The Rast Goftdr (45) of the 12th August is highily thankful to His Excel- 
lency the Viceroy for his coming visit to the famine-stricken provinces of the 


Deccan and the-Madras presidency, in order to see with his own eyes the great 


distress prevailing in those parts, and to confer with the Governors of Bombay 
and Madras and settle the requisite measures for the relief of the distressed 
people. The whole of India admits and feels with great satisfaction that the Bri- 
tish Government has done for the famine-stricken districts what none of the Gov- 
ernments which preceded it have ever done for the mitigation of these calamities. 
And Lord Lytton’s visit to the distressed people will considerably increase that 
satisfaction, and will do great good to the unfortunate country. The trouble of 
@ journey and an inspection of the distress by the Viceroy himself will add to 
the glory of not only Lord Lytton himself, but also to the British Indian Gov- 
ernment. (The Yajdén Parast (47) of the same date expresses similar 
sentiments). ~ 


_ The Yajdén Parast (47) of the 12th August wishes His Excellency the 
Viceroy, at the coming consultation with Sir Richard Temple at Poona, would 
decide to increase the rations given to the workmen on famine-works. The 
one-pound-corn ration or one anna has had a very bad effect on the health of 


the unfortunate workmen. ‘They have grown so weak and lean that they must 


powsoes more vital stuff than the generality of men possess, to be able to work 
or the same quantity of ration for the one year more for which the famine is 


likely to continue. His Excellency the Viceroy should, therefore, order the 
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-_ man on a ne-work. 


tions to be increased, as the authorities of the Madras Hfeysar ea fhave done, 
who have justly considered the pound ration quite insufficient food for a work- 


The same, seeing the holding off of the rains in most of the Deccan Collec- 
torates and the t rise in the price of corn, observes that distress in the 
famine-stricken districts has considerably increased, and the best proof of this 


increase is given by the official report for the week ending Thursday last, 


which states that the number of workmen have increased in the past week from 
951,145 to 264,314. There are also good grounds for the fear of the Deccan 
famine continuing one year more. Government, which has hitherto given relief 
to the famine-stricken with some aid from private parties, cannot, it is obvious, 
continue to give the same aid in future without substantial help from the public. 
It is urgently necessary that a public meeting of the inhabitants of Bomba 

should be held for collecting subscriptions, both in this country as well as in 


England, for the relief of the unfortunate sufferers. This meeting should have 


been convened in November last, but Sir Philip Wodehouse made a sad mistake 
in not seeing a necessity for it then. The people of Bombay are exhorted to 
come out liberally in aid of their unfortunate countrymen. 


‘ 


Native States. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (40) of Ahmedabad of the 9th August, 
but received on the 12th, observes that since the appointment of Colonel Keatinge 


as the Political Agent of Kattywar the evil practice of realizing State revenue 


by contracts, which had prevailed previously to a great extent in the Native States 
of Ka ar, has disappeared from most of these States, conferring thereby a 
t blessing on the subjects thereof. But, very strangely, the new Diwén of 


Naw4nagar has reintroduced the contract system into that State. He has given - 


away in contract the customs duties of peti Jodi4 and other places to a 
person of Kadipatan. The dealers and merchants of the State express their 
dissatisfaction with this proceeding of the Diwan. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press, 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 21et August 1877. 
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The Public Administratvon. 


The Belgaum Samachar (11) of the 20th August, referring to the recent com- 
mittee which sat at Simla, to consider the question of the school books taught 
in the Government schools in this country, observes that the question of the 
school books is, no doubt, important ; but a question of far greater importance 
for the real improvement of popular education, is that of efficient school-masters. 
The present out-cry against our schools is, that the education they impart is 
very superficial and not at all solid. The object which the teacher and the 
pupil have, is not the imparting of real knowledge and the useful training of the 
mind, but simply passing a given examination. The teacher has no real inter- 
est in the work required of him. The teacher cannot be blamed for this apathy, 
because his labours are not properly appreciated and rewarded. The European 
officers of the department draw good salaries, and have grades to which they 
aspire torise. The Native teachers have none of these inducements. This is 
notably the case with the masters and assistants of the vernacular schools. 
Their salaries are notoriously low, and they have little or no chance of promo- 
tion. The writer has heard that the Bengal Government contemplates dividing 
the Native officers of its Educational department into ten grades, determining 
the number of places in each grade and the amount of salaries to be paid in 
each, and none that the*’Bombay authorities will adopt a similar scheme; and 
though the adoption will entail some additional expense on Government, it will 
greatly improve the efficiency of this very useful and important branch of the ad- 
ministration. Government has been kind and considerate to incur expense and 
to increase salaries, and to introduce grades into other departments, such as the 
Judicial, Revenue, Customs, &c.; and the writer in the Belgaum Samdchdr prays 


Government to extend the same kind and thoughtful consideration to the hum- 
bler servants of the Educational department. 


The Shubha Suchak (14) of the 17th August, but received on the 19th, in 
in an article, headed ‘‘ The Justice of England swept away by its Excessive 
Greediness,” accuses the English rulers of having reduced this country to beg- 

in @ comparatively short time by their selfish commercial policy. In 
pa of this accusation, the writer first refers to the very heavy duty on salt, 
and observes, that though this country produces this article of universal re- 
quisition very cheaply and in great quantities, yet the English Government has, 
by imposing on it the most excessive tax, rendered it so dear that a large 
quantity of English salt is now imported with profit into this country by English 
merchants, to the exclusion of the indigenous article and to the detriment of 
Native industry and Native commerce. The second instance the writer in the 
Shubha Suchak adduces in support of his views, is the notorious case of cotton- 
goods. India was famous for many centuries for its excellent cotton fabrics all 
over the world. She used to export them to Enrope and to realize great pro- 
_ fits, But the application of machinery to the art of weaving has superseded — 
this profitable Indian industry, and cotton-cloth instead of being exported from 
India has now been imported into it from England. This change, however, 
was the result of the increase of knowledge in the latter country, and Govern- 
ment cannot be blamed for it at all. Of late, however, some enterprizing and 
wealthy Native merchants have established cotton mills:in Bombay and some 
other places. These Indian mills are so few that they cannot, in truth, be said 
fo cause any injury to the English cotton trade with India. Still the mill- 
owners of Manchester cannot brook even this insignificant competition with 
their industry, and, belonging to the ruling race, they have been raising an 
incessant out-cry against the small import-duty now levied on ‘hein atectie 
the Indian Government, and making the strongest efforts for its abolition, and 
exercising their great influence to gain their selfish object. The writer, in — 
conclusion, exhorts the Native merchants not to be discouraged by the endea- 
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yours of their selfish rivals of Manchester, but to trust to their enterprize and 


| fysiness skill, and assures them that as natural advantages are in their favour, 


they are sure to succeed ultimately if they persevere and manage their concerns 
wisely. : 

The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 19th August expresses surprize at the deci- 
sion given by the Honorable Justice Markby of the Calcutta High Court, in a 
criminal easé in which one Jogendrandth Yugi was charged with the murder of 
his old mother aged 84. The accused was charged with matricide. He was 
previously examined by Dr. Woodward, the surgeon at the presidency, who 
certified that the accused committed the crime in a fit of insanity and was also 
insane when he was examined. The witnesses who were called in defence of 
the accused also made statements to the same effect. Notwithstanding this, the 


judge put the accused upon his trial without calling in a jury, asked him whether — 


he had committed the crime with which he was charged, and, on his confession, 
sentenced him to transportation. The accused was asked by his counsel the 
next day why he had confessed the crime, to which he answered he had made 
no such confession. This confirms his being insane. The Mitra thinks that 
the honorable judge has acted illegally in this matter, and punished with trans- 
portation the accused, who ought to have been sent to a lunatic asylum. 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr (42) of the 24th August states 
that he had a little while ago complained through the Bombay Samdchdér about 
the books sold by the Educational Department of Bombay, but is sorry to find 
that the complaint has brought no result. The chief complaint against the 
authorities of the Book-dep6t in Bombay is, that they often inerease the prices 
of school-books. They have no reason nor authority to make frequent increases 
in the prices of these books, and thereby to do injustice to the school-boys. 


Another correspondent of it, writing from Borsad, states that of all the 
talukas of the Kaira Zillah that of Borsad is the largest in extent. Most of the 
villages of the last named taluka are situated on the banks of the river Mahi, 
and are inhabited by a large number of the criminal classes. For the due 
protection and convenience of the peaceful inhabitants of the taluka there is a 
great necessity of a First Class Magistrate at the taluka town. The writer 
requests the attention of the authorities concerned to this want of the taluka. 


The Yajddén Parast (47) of the 19th August disapproves of the doubling of 
the fee for the examination of Licentiate of Medicine and Surgery by the Syn- 
dicate of the University of Bombay. For some time past hindrances have been 
causelessly raised in the way of persons desirous to learn European medical 
science. ‘There was an increase in the number of students in the Grant Medi- 
cal College and more students were desirous to enter that institution. To reise 
a hindrance in the way of the latter, and to lessen their number in future, the 
Syndicate passed the unjustifiable resolution of confining admission into the 
college to such students only as have passed in one of the classical languages at 
their matriculation examination. The recent doubling of the examination fee 
is anodther means intended to the same effect. This increase is unjustifiable in 
these hatd times. It is certainly no way of encouraging the spread of European 
medical science among the Natives, which is so much needed for the lessening 
of the large number of quacks practising in this country. 


The Ahmedabad Samdchdr (52) of the 15th August, but received on the 
19th, has a small para. in big type, headed ‘‘ An Important Suggestion to the 
| ) Magistrate of 
Ahmedabad. The Samdchdr states that the scarcity of rain, at a time when it 
should have fallen in abundance, has made the people anxious ahout their con- 
dition. There prevails a rumour that large quantities of brushwood of which 
arrows are made are being consumed. Hence it is urgent that in the city of 
Ahmedabad and in the mofussil the police should be increased and the protection 
from dacoities afforded by increased watchfulness on the part of the authorities. 
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The Famine in the Deccan. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 20th August, in an article, headed “A 
Fresh Anxiety for the Famine-stricken; or the New Famine Arrangements in 
Poona,” observes that recently relief-camps have been formed at Dhankawdi and 
Withalwddi; at a short distance from the city of Poona, and all relief-seekers ure 
gent to these places. If any fresh persons come to the city in search of relief, 
they are at once given aday’s ration and forwarded to the above-mentioned 
relief camps. For the last three or four days if a person is seen begging in the 
streets of the ay he or she is at once taken up by the police and sent to 
Dhankawdi. the person is too weak to walk to that place, he is, it is said, 
even conveyed in a cart to that camp. What could be the cause of this new 
zeal of the authorities in behalf of the famine-stricken people? Tull very lately 

or people, both males and females, were often seen rolling and writhing from 

unger and sickness in the streets like pariah dogs, without anybody caring 
for them. ‘The writer has also seen several of these miserable people even 
dying in the places where they were lying exhausted. The anxiety and care 
which the police has been showing for these unfortunate persons for the last 
three or four days was seldom seen before that time. The change is very asto- 
nishing indeed. The number of the city police is also increased by about 150 
men to perform this additional work. What could be the cause of all this? 
Let it be as it may. If this zeal and care for the unhappy victims of the famine 
on the part of the local authorities continues, it will reflect great credit on them 
for their noble humanity. Some shrewd people, however, attribute this zeal of 
the local authorities to the approaching arrival of His Excellency the Viceroy. 
These authorities, perhaps, wish to impress on His Excellency that they have 
been managing the famine very excellently, and to conceal from him the previ- 
ous mismanagement. The Dnydn Prakdsh cannot say that the above conjecture 
is altogether groundless. The previous conduct of the Bombay authorities sup- 
plies room for the above suspicion so injurious to them. If the present zeal and 
care in behalf of the famine-stricken continues long after the departure of His 
Excellency in the same vigor, the above -suspicion will be proved to be false 
and its authors ungenerous traducers. (A correspondent of the Native Opinion 
(2) of the 19th August, writing from Sholapur, states that the same zeal and care 
are manifested very lately in behalf of the famine-stricken people of that place, 
and attributes them to the same motive on the part of the local authorities of 


that place. He says that these authorities who were determined, as appeared — 


from their conduct, not to allow the number of the inmates of the poor-house to 
exceed 250 (in July last this number was even less than 200), are now willing 
to increase that number even to 500. The relief-committee used to give only 
one-fourth of a pound to each relief-seeker. But now the President thinks that 
the ration may be inereased to half a pound each. Thus the poor fellows have 
a good time of it for a few days at least. Some persons are thinking of laying 
the true state of the place before His Excellency the Viceroy. Owing to the 
present famine about one-third of the population of this district (Sholapur) has 
migrated, and about one-eighth is believed to have died. The live stock has 
en reduced to one-fifth of what it was before the famine commenced). 


i The Hitechchhu (20) of Kalédgi of the 19th August, in an article, headed 
The Visit of His Excellency the Viceroy to the Famine-stricken Districts,” 


Observes that the suffering ryots of the afflicted districts must be considered \ 
Ms lucky, as His Excellency the Viceroy has thought it necessary to undergo a 


ong and troublesome journey to them, at the sacrifice of so much of his per- 
Sonal comfort and convenience. But if His Excellency wishes to get true 
knowledge of the famine-stricken ryots, His Excellency must not confine his 
observation to the great cities and towns, but must see some of the out-of;the- 


way places in the mofussil, where the calamity has been felt most and where it — 
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has produced its worst effects. His Lordship also must not trust solely to the 
reports and accounts given by the famine officials, who have an interest in 
representing the visitation in as mild a form as they can, but should give a 

tient hearing to the representations of the public associations on the sub- 
ject, that he may form as correct an idea as possible of the awful calamity 
under which the country is groaning. 


The game, in another leader, very highly praises Raw Bahddur Ramchandra 
Bapuji, the Huzoor Deputy Collector of Kaladgi, for his hard and h exer- 
tions for carrying out relief measures in the town of Kalédgi as satisfactorily 
as possible, without at all neglecting the other multifarious duties of his office. 
He works hard from early morning to sunset. And yet the writer is surprised 
to hear that Dr. Hewlett, the Sanitary Commissioner, who has person y in- 
spected the good work of this hard-working and able officer, has made no favor- 
able mention of his services to Government. This omission the Hitechchhu 
thinks is a great blunder and an act of injustice on the part of the Sanitary 
Commissioner, who, the writer imagines, must have been prejudiced against the 
deputy by some slanderous enemy. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Hungund, states that numerous 
people have become desperate from hunger and commit crimes such as theft 
and robbery. He also states that several poor persons, no longer able to suffer 
the pangs of hunger, have committed suicide by throwing themselves into wells. 
The writer refers to a few cases in support of the above assertion. 


The Bombay Samachar (42) of the 21st August states that a large number 
' of the refugees from the famine-stricken districts have come into Bombay, and 
more are daily coming. ‘Their condition is very wretched, and large numbers 
of these unfortunate persons are daily fed both at the Mandwi Bunder and at 
Pinjarpol. Some refugees who were coming to Bombay by Coorla have been. 
ainploved by Mr. Ardesar Hormasji W4did, who gives them both food and 
lodging. He also feeds some of them gratis. 


The Rast Goftér (45) of the 19th August, like several of its contemporaries 
‘requests Government to convene a public meeting at Bombay for calling help 
in aid of the famine-stricken districts. Government wants first to ascertain the 
real extent and nature of the coming calamity, and not to create unnecessa 

alarm among the public. But it must not stick too much to this good intention 
and defer the public meeting very long. The present year’s famine is not an 
imaginery one. Government may do its utmost to give relief to the distressed ; 
but it cannot single-handed accomplish the task satisfactorily. As the Leader 
has expressed it, it is not enough to save the people from death by starvation. 
A great deal will have to be done for those who may outlive the calamity, such 


as widows, orphans, &c. ; and it cannot be done by Government without help 
from the public. © 


The same, in another leader, in referring to the objections taken by some 
persons to the one-pound daily ration given to the labourers on relief-works in 
the Deccan, observes that experience has shown that this ration is not insufficient 
as complained of. But in arranging for measures for the present year’s famine, 
it 1s desirable that His Excellency the Viceroy should at his consultation with 
Sir Richard Temple remove all objections. The opposition made against the 
one-pound ration by Dr. Cornish of Madras and the discussions which that oppo- 
sition gave birth to, have brought us to the conclusion that the ration is in itself 
not objectionable, but it has been made so by the defects of those who were. 
entrusted to give effect to the licy. The exaction from famine labourers of 75 _ 
per cent. of the work done by labourers on Government works in ordinary times — 
and peyeens to them of one-pound ration, can only keep the skin and bones — 
ee er. But in these days of starvation and disease the famine labourers 


ag or the authorities exact from them more than the regulation works ; and 
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in such cases the one-pound ration becomes insufficient even to keep bones and 
skin together. Hence it is not safe at the present time to stick to this system 
of one pound.- The Madras Government has lowered the standard of work from 
75 to 50 per cent., and has made an increase in the one-pound ration. The 


_ Nizam’s Government does the same ; and similar arrangements ought to be made 


in the famine districts of the Deccan. It is hoped Sir Richard will not stick to 
his theory any longer, seeing what extensise dissatisfaction it has created. 


The impending famine in Guzerat and Kattywar. 


The Surya Prakash (39) of the 18th August, but received on the 20th, 
states it is reported that the Kolis near Nddod sell their young children, and a 
Koli deserted his three young children near Sani4 Saroli. 


The Hitechchhu (40) of Ahmedabad of the 16th August, but received on the 
19th, opens with a leader, headed ‘‘ The Impending Fiatie in Guzerat, and 
Important Suggestions to Government in a gp to it. The Hitechchhu observes 
that about thirty inches of rain are. annually required in Guzerat to produce 
good crops of all kinds. But this year up to date not more than eight inches of 
rain have fallen in some parts ; in other parts of Guzerat, and in Kattywar par- 
ticularly, so little rain has fallen that it is scarcely of any use. . Thisscanty rain 
crcbodas a famine in these provinces. To make matters worse, the Deccan 
famine of last year took away from Guzerat most of its corn, leaying little in 
the country. The Deccan seems to be destined to the miseries of a continued 
famine for one year more, and no corn can be expected to be supplied to 
Guzerat from that province. Under these circumstances Government has 
thought it fit to obtain frequent intelligence of the fall of rain in Guzerat from 
the authorities, and has asked in what parts of the country railways, roads or 
canals should be built, and what aid the local funds and the municipalities of 
the province can, render to Government for the execution of these useful and 
reproductive works. The Hitechchhu expresses great gratitude for these timely 


- Inquiries of Government and for the intention to open works for the relief of the 


- running at short distances 


people, in case they have to beir the miseries ofafamine. The Hitechchhu then 
makes a few suggestions on this subject. It observes that Guzerat is not so 
much in need of railways or roads, as it is in need of canals. After mentioning 
the principal advantages derivable from canal-irrigation, particularly in the in- 
crease of agricultural products, it remarks that irrigation works will be of great 
benefit to the rich and fertile soil of Guzerat. The centre of this province is 
dissected by the Sdbarmati, the Khéri, the Meswo, the Watrak and the Shedhi, 

from each other. A network of canals from these 
rivers will make the fertile soil of Charotar produce several crops throughout 
the year. Irrigation works on the Dhddhar, the Nerbudda and the Tapti can 
be made on very large scales to the infinite benefit of the surrounding country. 
Further south smaller works of the same sort can be raised with benefit. Such 
canal works will be highly reproductive showering benefits both on Government 
and the people. Sir Richard Temple, who had canal-irrigation in Bengal con- 
siderably extended in the late famine in that province, and who had thereby 
made the Bengalis so very happy in this matter, needs not be told of the very 
great benefit Guzerat would derive from canal’ irrigation. It is, therefore, 
ardently expected that His Excellency will give preference to these works over 
reads and railways, and order their execution at the proper time. In parts of 
bee ‘Peovinoe where canal irrigation is impossible, tank and wells should be 


Government should not be stingy in sanetioning funds for these works, — 


which are so very obviously highly productive. It has inquired of the authori- 
es as to what help municipalities and local funds can give for the relief works. 


out it should not spect any aid at all from these sources. In case of famine, — 


ére can be but small realizations from these funds; and under such circum- 
stances the 


of the arti y will not be able to spare any money. In the concluding portion 


. 


cle, the Hitechchhu says that of late there has been an increase of crime 
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jn Guzerat, and rumours of dacoieties and plunder are frequently heard. It is 
discreet, therefore, to make an increase in the numerical force of the police, and 
to distribute the regimental sepoys in several places instead of their being 
located in a single place as they are at present, in order to preserve order and 

ace in these unsettled times. The writer hopes Government will not neglect 
to adopt the last mentioned suggestion. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Naridd, in referring to the scar- 


city of rain in that town and the surrounding villages, observes that the people 


are sore afraid of an impending famine and of being plundered by the starving 
badmashes. In the surrounding villages large numbers of Kolis live, and they 
have no corn to eat. The Baniyds do not give them any grain on credit, on 
account of the scarcity of rain, and some of them sometimes starve. About two 
hundred of these people have come to Naridd, and, preferring prison to death by 
starvation, have taken to pilfering. The Collector has done the very wise thing 
of sending his assistants to stay in the district, and since the arrival of an Assist- 
ant Collector at Naridd the fears of the people have been allayed to some extent. 
However the twenty-five policemen at this place are insufficient to protect this 
Jarge town, and an increase ought to be made in their number for the due pro- 
tection of life and property. ‘The Mahajan of the town has prohibited the export 
of corn; but the surrounding villages have discontinued to sent any corn to it, 
and there is very little grain in the place. 


Another correspondent of the same, writing from Jundgarh under date the 


12th August, praises the Nawdb of Jundgarh for taking liberal precautionary 


measures for the alleviation of the distress of his subjects from the impending 
famine. The writer states that on account of a scarcity of rain in Kattywar 
there is not a single village of this extensive province in which a good crop may 
be expected, and some of the villages have been already deserted. Large num- 
bers of the ryots, graziers and others possessing cattle have left their habitations 
and gone in search of fodder in all directions. The Gir in the territory of the 
Nawab of Jundégarh has a large store of grass, and numerous persons with their 
cattle have gone to it from all parts of Kattywar. The Nawdb has excused the 
refugees from the grazing fees, ‘and he is highly praised on all sides. He has 
abolished duties on corn in his State, and is about to open three relief works on 
a large scale. He has also opened a shop in Jundgarh for selling corn to the 
poor people at a cheaper rate than the bazér price. 


Another correspondent of the same, writing from P&tan, in the Gaikwar’s 
State, under date the 11th instant, states that owing to the scarcity of rain the 
young crops are burnt up. The Mewdsis and Kolis are suffering distress from 
want of corn, and the cattle suffer not a little from the scarcity of fodder. The 
ryots of Aloda have deserted it, asthere was no rain, and they were afraid of 
being plundered by the Kolis. . The ryots of other villages are also thinking of 
leaving their homes and going to larger towns. 


Another correspondent of the same states that in the Dh4éréps Taluka there — 


was a scarcity of rain last year, and only half crops were produced. This year 
there has heen a total failure of the rains till now, and something like a famine 
has already commenced there. ‘The prices of corn have gone up very high and 


crimes have increased. The authorities concerned are requested to open a relief 
work in this taluka. , 


_ The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 19th August also speaks forebodingly of the 
impending famine. Up to date not more than seven inches of rain have fallen 
in any part of Guzerat, and the young crops are withering for want of moisture. 
Kattywar is scarcely blessed with any vain, If these provinces are not visited by 


plentifyl rains within ten days hence, the impending famine may be considered 
a reality. Reports from several parts of the country of plunder and rapine by the 
Kolis and others are heard, and the people have become anxious for the safety 
of their lives and their property. The janxiety of the public as regards the 
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famine itself is not a little. The Mitra then makes some suggestions regarding 
relief-works to be opened by the British Government in aid of the distressed 
ple who have begun tojsuffer from the miseries of a famine in its earlier form. 

t praises Mr. Peile, the Political Agent of Kattywar, for inducing the Native 
States of Kattywar to abolish import duties on corn. The Nawab of Jundgarh 
is eulogized for abolishing’ duties on articles of food, resolving at the same time 
to open large relief-works and for making the Gir, where there is plenty of 
grass, free to cattle without any fees. The Thakur of Bhawnagar also is praised 
for making some arrangements for the mitigation of the distress of his subjects. 
The other chiefs of Kattywar are exhorted to follow the good example set by 
these two wise — he British Government is exhorted to do for Guzerat 
something similar. It is asked to remit a portion of the land revenue of this 
year, to open relief works, principally irrigation ones, and to allow cattle to 


gtaze free of tax on the lands of Bérdoli and other villages where grass has 
grown. 


The Desht Mitra (49) of the 16th August; but received on the 19th, thus 
describes the agricultural prospects, &c., of Guzerat and Kattywar :—There is a 
little rain in the southern part of Guzerat. In the eastern part there have been 
slight showers at times, and hence the crops of jowdr and cotton in those parts 
are in a good condition ; but it does not seem that rice will be produced this 
year. If good rain falls before the Balewa holiday matters will be mended. In 
Ahmedabad and to the north of it, as well as in Kattywar, there is no rain at 
all. The people of these parts have begun to suffer from starvation. They 
now maintain themselves by selling the things they value most. In the whole 
of Guzerat not more than sixteen shers of corn can be had. Dacoities are com- 
mitted in several places; and the people bury their valuables under ground. 
Hundreds of cattle are sent daily from the Surat district to other places. Even 
last year’s grass is not to be had, and, consequently, some people have sold their 
cattle. Some people go a-begging incognito, and the crime of theft has in- 
creased. The mahdjans sell jowdr and bajari cheap, but rice and pulse are sold 
very dear. The people meekly pray for rain, but no showers fall. They are 
growing despondent. 

The Kattywar Samachdr (54) of the 4th August, but received on the 19th 
states that the signs of the impending famine in Kattywar have already appeared 
and a public meeting is to be held this day by Mr. Peile, the Political Agent 
of Kattywar, for adopting due measures for the relief of the distressed people. 
The Samdechdr exhorts the merchants and dealers of the province to open grain- 


shops throughout the district, and observes that if they do not do it the Govern- 
ment ought to. oe 


The Samsher Bahddur (51) of the 17th and the Surya Prakdsh (39) of the 
18th August, but both received on the 20th, and some other papers received 


py J @ week, give equally sad accounts of the distress pee ing in Guzerat 
and attywar and of the increase in the crimes of thefts, dacoities and pillaging 
of grain, and exhorts Government to open relief works in these provinces. 


Cholera. 


The Jame Jamsed (43) of the 24th August states that the epidemic is raging 
furiously at ‘T'érépur, and, consequently, the people of this village are deserting 
ym homes. Some of the Poona inhabitants have gone to Udwaré and some to 


ombay and other places. It is said that the epidemic has made and is making 
great havoc in several villages of Salsette also. | 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 28th August 1877. 
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- The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 27th August, in an editorial, headed ‘ The 
Loyalty of the Natives and the Thoughts of Englishmen regarding it,” observes 
that though the Natives think it their duty, their pride and their real interest to 
be loyal to Her Gracious Majesty the Empress of India and to Her servants, | 
and act sincerely according to that feeling towards her Government, many of 
her officers in this country think it right to suspect their loyalty and to accuse 
them of hostility to the English rule. - After briefly alluding to the anti-Native 
writings of the Bombay Gazette and some other Kiglo-indien papers entertainin 
anti-Native views, the writer in “the Indu Prakdsh refers to the speech, of the 
Honorable Mr. Eden, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, made by His Honor 
in a Darbér held on the 14th instant, to give sanads to Native gentlemen of 
Bengal. On this occasion His Honor is alleged to have said that loyalty was 
of two kinds,—one only professed, and the other actually felt. There was too 
much of the former kind in Bengal,—but too little of the latter. In proof of his 
assertion, His Honor referred to the attack of the Native Press on Government 
and its officers, and said that these attacks, though weak, were mischievous and 
calculated to create a feeling against Government, The unsuitableness of these 
remarks to the occasion on which: they were uttered and their questionable taste 
are too obvious to need being pointed out. The substance of His Honor’s 
remarks appears to be, that it is disloyalty and treason to raise a public com- 
_ plaint against any doings or measures of Government or its officers, however 

unjust or oppressive they may be. *To invite people to a public meeting and 
there to upbraid them and their brethren, appears to be a very strange way of 
showing politeness to one’s guests. Thoughtful and fair-minded Europeans do 
- not approve of this course of causelessly flinging such baseless charges against 
a whole people. It is neither just nor wise. It is even mischievous. The 
article concludes with an earnest request to the authorities, to dismiss such 
suspicions causelessly entertained by them against the Native subjects of Her 
Gracious Majesty. (The Bombay Samachar (42) of the 3lst August expresses 
sentiments or this subject somewhat similar to the above.) 


__ Acorrespondent of the Daydén Prakash (3) writing from Kolhapur, after 
giving a pretty long and detailed account of the recent visit His Excellency 

ir Richard Temple paid to that old capital, concludes his letter thus :—‘‘ His 
Excellency was highly pleased with the fine public buildings which contribute 
so much to the beauty of the ancient Maratha capital, and with the clean ap- 
pearance of the town. He highly praised Colonel Anderson, the late Political 
Agent of Kolhapur and Southern Mardthé Country, for these magnificent build- 
ings, and the Municipality for its excellent management. He was somewhat 
displeased with the. management of the famine.” The correspondent is, very - 
glad to state that the people of Kolhdpur are highly impressed with the rare 
and high qualities of His Excellency, such as indefatigable industry, indomit- 


able energy, thorough insight into every work, and great inquisitiveness, and. 


eulogise him for the same. 


A correspondent of the Belgaum Samdchdr (11) of the 27th August, writing 
under date the 17th instant, states from hearsay that Mr. McCorkell, while 
moving in the taluka for supervising the relief-works, came to Manoli and 
stopped there in the temple of Withobé of that place. The officer possibly had 
no tent with him for his accommodation, and, therefore, he stopped in the 

indu temple. When Government gives allowances for tents, how is it that 
this officer does not keep a tent with him? The temple waslocked; but the — 
officer ordered the lock to be broken, and forcibly entered and stopped in the 
temple against the remonstrances of the priest of the temple. The writer thinks 
the conduct of Mr. McCorkell was contrary to the rules of Government. The 
editor of the Belgawm Samdchér, in noticing the above communication, strongly 
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draws the attention of Mr. Bosanquet, the District Magistrate, to the above com- 
plaint, and hopes that he will adopt the needful measures to prevent the 
recurrence of such high-handed acts on the part of his subordinates. | 


The Shubha Suchak (14) of the 24th August, but received on the 26th, . 


referring to the unprecedented rise in the prices of food grains, is thankful to 
hear that Goyernment has been gracious enough to grant some grain compen- 
sation to the peons employed in several departments, and respectfully prays 
Government to extend the same thoughtful kindness to the low-paid and hard- 
worked kdérkuns in the departments, because these kdrkuns are reduced to the 
same distress as the peons. 


The Dharwar Writt (25) of the 23rd August, but received on the 28th, 
states that the road between Dharwar and Hubli is at present greatly infested 
by highwaymen at night. As the mail travels this road by night, there is 
much danger of its being looted one of these days. The writer draws the 
attention of the District Magistrate to this matter, and suggests that a police 
station on the Dharwar side of Unkal and another beyond Nawber, may be 
established for the protection of this road. 


The Bombay Samachar (42) of the 29th August contains a long communica- 
tion from Réjkot about the proposal for laying down a railway line from 
Wadhwan to Bhaunagar, by way of Chura Ranpur, Botad, Umrdla and Sihor. 
The writer enters into lengthy details for determining the question as to the 
places a railway line should pass through, and arrives at the conclusion that a 
- railway from Wadhwdn to Gogo by way of Limri, Dhanduka, ‘Barwdla, Sihor 
and Bhaunagar would be the most advantageous one. 


The Jéme Jamsed (43) of the 31st August contains a long communication, 
headed “ The Condition of Kaira Zillah,” the writer of which, after alluding to 
the great fertility of this district and to the fraudulent practices of the Khed4wal 
and Modh Bréhmins, who are money-lenders, in their dealings with the ryots, 
states that this district contains a larger population of Bhils and Koli Thékardas, 
who aré as ignorant and revengeful as they were in olden times. On account 
of the great distress prevailing among the people from the high price of corn in 
this district, the Bhils and Kolis of several villages in the neighbourhood of the 
town of Kapadwanj were recently collecting together with the object of pillag- 
ing the latter town. ‘The faujddr of Kapadwanj got information about their 
meeting, and went to find them out, accompanie oY two sawars. He found 
their number to be about four or five hundred, and they were then eating the 
flesh of some sheep which they had forcibly taken from some shepherds. With 
the assistance of the Kolis of the village of Wadali the faujddér has appre- 
hended about fifty of the assembled Kolis with their bows, arrows, hatchets and 
other arms. They are now being tried by Mr. Entee, a Magistrate of Kaira. 
The correspondent observes that the Bhils and Kolis of the district have bows 
and arrows in large quantities, which they bury underground or conceal ynder 
the roofs of their dwellings in peaceful times, and take them out for use when 
required. He requests the able Superintendent of Police of the Kaira District 
to deprive these unruly tribes of their hows and arrows, which are not less 
dangerous than other offensive weapons. 


The Akhbdre Sowddgar (44) of the 29th August observes that large quanti- 


ties of Kerosine oil are imported into Bombay. Most of this oil is adulterated - 


with other things which make it easily inflammable and dangerous. Such a 
dangerous substance, if allowed to he stored carelessly in the inhabited parts, 
1s sure to lead to serious accidents, Jt behoves Government, therefore, to allot 


& separate quarter for the storage of it, and to compel the dealers in it to build | 
such stores-houses for it as eieia not prove detrimental to neighbouring build- 


ings in case of accidents. Government should also compel retail-dealers in 
yi to Keep only small quantities of it in their shops and to take great care 
OF 16. | oe | : | 
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The Rast Goftdr (45) of the 26th August, in referring to the telegram re- 
ceived by the Times of India on Wednesday last from London, that the Russian 
Government has sent its Agents to the Mardth4 princes, and has incited them 
to create disturbances should a war break out between England and Russia, 
and that this information, which was received by the British Government, has 
been substantiated, observes that several Englishmen ever look upon these 
princes with suspicion, which has been increased by the above telegram. How- 
ever, it should not be forgotten that the London Agent of the Times of India 
does not state what Government has received information about the alleged 
matter, nor does he state from whom this information was received, and how 
it has been substantiated. The telegram received by the Bombay Gazette from 
Poona states that the Indian Government has no connection whatever with 
this'report. If the last statement be true, the Government of England must 
have got the information direct ; and for that reason it is more likely not to be 
trustworthy. England has no resources other than the Indian Government to 
get information about occurrences taking place in India. It is believable that 
the Russian Government may wish to make secret khatpat with the Native 
princes, and may make an attempt for it. But it has no means to carry it on 
secretly. The Russians can be easily recognized in this country, and the 
Russian Government can get no English nor Native Agents to excite the Native 
a to rebellion; and even if it got any, the British Government cannot 
ong remain ignorant of their existence. There is, however, a stronger ground 
for disbelieving the telegram. The writer in the Rdst Goftér can vouch from 
personal experience with the Mard4th4 states and the Maréthd people, that the 
Mardthds have a strong faith in the great might of the British Government, and 
do not believe that the Russian Government is so very powerful as to overcome 
the strength of England. They have experience of the justice of England, 
whom they like so much, while they are afraid of Russian tyranny and aro 
quite aware of the fraudulent conduct of the Russians. But one thing is be- 
levable not only as regards the Mardthd princes alone but as regards all the 
Native princes of India, and that is, that the dissatisfaction of these princes with 
the British Government is increasing. This last statement the Rast Goftar does 
not make to create false alarm ; it makes it as the well-wisher of the English Gov- 
ernment and of India, and it thinks it is bound to speak the truth, and it believes 
that the English Government itself is not unaware of it. The statement that dis- 
satisfaction with the British Government is increasing, does not, however, prove 
that these princes have submitted themselves to Russian chicanery, or that they 
are seditious ; but it is one which ought to draw the serious attention of the 
British Government to prevent future evil effects. There are several reasons 
for this dissatisfaction, some of which are good, while the rest are false. The 
Native Press has from time to time stated what they are, and has made Gov- 
ernment aware of them. The annexation policy was one of these reasons; but 
_ it has been removed by the solemn assurance of continuing the Native States 
_ hereditarily. Another reason is that the independence of the Native princes 
has been considerably curtailed ; and to hurt their feelings the more, they are 
reminded frequently of their dependent and low condition. The last occasion 
of this reminder was-the imperial assemblage at Delhi on the Ist of January 
last. It is true that the British Government in India is the paramount power 
and that the Native princes are its feudatories; and the Rast Goftdr admits and 
heartily approves of this relationship. But it is hard for the Native princes to 
gulp down this condition of theirs, and it becomes the more unpleasant on ac- 
count of reminders being made from time to time. There is ample ground for — 
improvement in the British policy in this and other matters, and that improve- 
ment will when made annihilate this dissatisfaction and will strengthen the 
attachment of the Native princes to the British Government. (The Yajddn 
Parast (47) of the same date also believes that there is no truth in the above- 
mentioned telegram, and calls‘upon the Times of India to retract the statement.) 


The Famine in the Deccan. 


The Dnydn Prakash (3) of the 27th August states that about 3,500 persons 
are fed at the relief camp at Dhankawdi near Poona. To the grown-up persons, 
males and females, food is given only once in the evening. Small children only 
are fed twice a day. The quantity of food given to each person is less than one 

und, which is not sufficient even for one good meal. There are sheds raised. 
for the relief-seekers, but they are too few for the whole number. Many are 
obliged to remain exposed in the open air. Fever and diarrhea are the com- 
mon diseases in this relief-camp. About 10 or 12 deaths occur there daily. The 

rsons who are sent there from the city, do not get their names entered on the 
muster that day ; and, therefore, they are obliged to go without any food at 
least for one day. Many of the poor people in this gathering have no clothes 
whatever to cover themselves. Nor have they any shelter to protect them 
from cold, heat, or wind. There is also no good convenience of water there. 
In short, the condition of these poor people is extremely miserable and calcula- 
ted to melt even the hardest heart. The writer appeals strongly to the 
humanity and pity of the well-to-do people of the city, and asks them to send 
to these suffering fellow-countrymen of theirs any help they can afford to give 
in the shape of old and cast-off clothes, &c. 


The same, referring to the visit of His Excellency the Viceroy to the above 
relief-camp, says that His Excellency, after seeing the condition of the inmates 
of the camp and the arrangements made for their maintenance, made no remarks 
whatever on what he saw. From this alleged silence of His mga a A the 


writer infers that His Lordship does not appear to have been much pleased 


with what he saw. It is also said that the humane heart of His Excellency was 
much affected and touched at the pitiable scene which the emaciated and 
cadaverous appearance of the sufferers presented to his eyes. 


The Kalpataru (16) of the 26th August expresses a severe disappointment at 
His Excellency the Viceroy not visiting the town of Shol4pur and personally 
seeing the condition of the famine-stricken people of that place. 


The same asserts that the local authorities of Sholdépur took very great 
precautions that the Viceroy might not personally see the true state of the 
victims of the famine at Sholapur. 


The samé reports a case of the owner of a field of makd or Indian corn being 
murdered at Sholapur by some robbers ! 


The Khandesh Waibhaw (17) of the 24th August, but received on the 28th, 
in an editorial, describes the intense distress which at present prevails in the 
district of Khandesh. The people have sold everything of value they had to 
buy food with, and have now nothing left to fall back upon. The crimes of 
robbery and theft have frightfully increased. The jail of the district is so 
excessively crowded, that the civil jail has-been emptied of its inmates, and is 
now used for the accommodation of convicts. Respectable farmers are now 
openly offering their labour as common coolies. Many are leaving their houses 
and migrating in search of food. The writer, in conclusion, suggests several 
public works to be opened as relief-works, 


The Swadesh Mitra (29) of the 27th August states that of late immigrants 
from the famine-stricken districts are pouring in large numbers into the city of 
Pouabey, by land and by sea. Most of them are exhausted and sickly. ‘The 
writer fears the breaking out of a virulent epidemic from the overcrowding of 


these people. He says he is not an alarmist, and states what he actually sees 
and believes. He requests the authorities to adopt the necessary meas 
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either to send these people back to their villages, or to form a relief-camp at a 
due distance from the city and to confine and feed these relief-seekers. This 
must be done in order to protect the health of the inhabitants of the city. 


The Rdst Goftdr (45) of the 26th August, in its opening leader, headed 
“The whole Revenue pledged to the Famine,” expresses deepfelt gratitude for 
the urgent despatch, said to have been sent by the Home Government to His 


Excellency the Viceroy, authorizing him to spend, if necessary, the whole — 


revenue of the empire to ward off the miseries of the extensive and fearful 
famine, and make no hesitation whatever to adopt measures to duly protect the 
unfortunate people. There cannot be, observes the Rast Goftdr, a better proof 
of the great generosity of the British Government. The famine has spread over 
a large extent of the country including within it the Punjaub, the North West 
Provinces, Rajputéna, Kutch, Kattywar, Guzerat, Central India, Mysore, 
Hyderabad, the Deccan and the whole of the Madras Presidency. And itis highly 

tifying to find that, considering the large extent of the calamity, the kind 
Siroliiant has issued the shovomuations’ order. It is equally gratifying to 
see that the London Zimes urges the Government to care for no expenditure and 
to let no human being die of starvation, and several other English papers 
recommend Government to consider this famine as an imperial calamity and to 


treat it accordingly. 


The same, in another leader, states that hordes of the famine-stricken 
people are coming to Bombay. On the 15th, 16th and 17th instant/about 1,000 
of them came, and 2,200 arrived on the Monday and Tuesday following. Since 
then there is an importation of about 1,200 of these unfortunate people daily. 


_They are to be seen weak, sickly and sparely clad in the streets. of Bombay, and 


the — is very pitiable. The Rdst Goftér prays Government to start the 
Byculla Flats reclamation work and to employ these refugees on it. If Gov- 
ernment cannot for some good reason begin the Bycully Flats work, it should 
do something else for the relief of these unfortunate people. (The Yajdan 


_ Parast (47) of the same date expresses similar sentiments, and calls upon the 


Health Department of Bombay to establish a relief-camp for the sick and the 
ailing among these people. ) 


A correspondent of the same, writing from TAsgaon, in the Satara Collec- 
torate, under date the 28th instant, gives a very pitiable account of the great 
distress prevailing in that taluka town and its neighbourhood on account of 
the absence of rain latterly. The ryots of this taluka, who have been the 
victims of famine since October last, maintained themselves by working on 
relief-works or by other shifts until June last, when a fall of rain induced them 
to return home. On arrival they ploughed and sowed their lands; but the 
withholding of the rain since has endangered the existence of the young plants. 
The ryots cannot get any credits from the Sowkars, nor can they well leave 


their homes for relief-works ; for if they went and good rain fall in their absence 
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they would have to suffer distress for the whole of the remaining year. At 
home they are suffering from want of food, and maintain themselves- by eating 
the seeds of the bdébhul tree, a kind of grass, &c. Distress and misery have 
considerably incresed among them, and large numbers of famine-stricken people 
apply for food at the almshouse in T4sgaon. The writer exhorts aid from the 


charitable public to supplement that given by Government for the distressed 
people of this taluka. es 


The Yajdén Parast (47) of the 26th August observes that while the 
famines in the Deccan and the Madras Presidency are to continue for one year 
more, Guzerat, Kattywar, Central India, the North West Provinces, the Pun- 
jaub and Sind are threatened with a similar calamity, and, consequently, the 
Government of India has before it the Herculean task of devising relief measures 
for such a large extent of the Indian empire; and hence the people of this 
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country ought’ to put implicit trust in the wisdom of that Government for 
mitigation of the evil. They ought also to consider themselves very lucky 
to be under the British rule, which takes so much trouble to mitigate, as far as 
human efforts are able to do, the evil effects of such calamities. In China 
numerous people are dying of starvation without anybody caring for them. 
‘The Indian Government considers it a great duty to adopt precautionary 
measures for protecting its subjects from the calamities of a famine, and its 
subjects ought to consider themselves lucky to be under the rule of such a Gov- 
ernment, and ought to confide in it implicitly. 


The same is highly grateful for the liberal subscriptions pouring from 

England in aid of the Riisne-dieiockes people of the Madras Presidency. England 
has come out liberally in helping human misery, according to.her wont, and 
India is very grateful for this lap. Bombay needs no less “ than Madras, 
for the greater portion of it is already suffering the miseries of a famine, and the 
rest of it is threatened with the same calamity. Bombay should be either al- 
lowed to share in the help which is being cofticted in England for Madras, or 
should make a separate appeal to that merciful country. If the latter course 
is thought desirable, no delay should be made in making the appeal. (The 
Pérsi Punch (46) of the same date expresses similar sentiments). 


The Satya Mitra (57) of the 26th August praises the Hindu inhabitants of 
Bombay for feeding large numbers of the famine refugees who <7 come to 
Bombay, and exhorts the community of Bombay to lend profuse help in this 


charitable and merciful work. Numbers of these unfortunate people are fed at 
the Pénjarépol, Mdndvi, and the Elphinstone Bunder. 


The impending famine in Guzerat and Kattywar. 


The Hitechehhu (40) of Ahmedabad of the 23rd August, but received on 
the 26th, in referring to the high prices of grain prevailing in Ahmedabad and 
to the fear of Guzerat being soon visited by a famine, requests the local mu- 
cipality to open more relief-works. The corporation has been considerate 
enough to open the work of the Kdnkri4 Taldw, but it alone is not enough to 
give work to the large number of distressed persons. Other works are therefore 
necessary, and if the corporation has not sufficient funds to start them, it should 
observe economy in its expenses on the lighting of the town, the removal of 
the town sweepings, &c. The Hitechchhu points out the way by which economy 
can be made in these departments. | 


A correspondent of the same contradicts the statement which was made in 
the Hitechchhu of the 16th instant by a correspondent, that the Jundgarh darbdr 
has discontinued the grazing tax on the cattle taken to Gir. The writer of the 

resent communication states that no order for the discontinuance of the tax 

as been yet issued by the darbdr, and the Mahomedan officers of the Gir inflict 
unbearable annoyances on the persons who take their cattle there, and levy the 
grazing tax. | : 

The same contains communications from Sddra, Wisnagar and Ahmed- 
nagar telling the same tale about very little rain, high prices of grain, increase 
of crime and anxiety of the people in those places, in Heranj, in T'aluka Matar, 
Dholera, Rénpur, Phadaren, Limb, in Taluka Ablia, Moholel in the Kaira 


Collectorate, Pardi in the Surat Zillah, Jéfraéb4d and Wé4dasinor and the villages 
surrounding them. | 


° 


The Guzerat Mitra (41) of the 26th August cont: ins communications from 
Damaun, Dewgad Béria, Jhélod, Thdsra and Bilimora; complaining of a 
scarcity of rain, high prices of grain, and great distress of the people of those. 
: places and the surrounding country. : ee \ 
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The Rast Goftér (45) of the 26th August contains communications from 
Belgaum, Sholépur, Damaun, Bagwida, Nérgol, Jambusar, Jhdlod in Panch 
Mahal, Wdddsinor, describing the prevalence of more or less distress in those 


places and the country surrounding them. The absence of rain, high prices, 


starvation among the poor and the great prevalence of theft, dacoities and the 
plundering of grain are the complaints made by these correspondents. 


A correspondent of the Kaira Wartamén (53) of the 22nd August, but 
received on the 26th, writing from Cambay, makes the same complaint about 


the absence of rain, high prices, the increase in crimes, and the sufferings of the 
people of that state. 


Natwe States. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 26th August is sorry to see the Native States 
imitating the paramount English Government in its vices, such as annoying the 
people for obtaining paltry gains. A wise administrative policy tries to pro- 
mote the prosperity of the subjects, and, through it, to augment the revenues 
of the state. ‘The Native administrations are generally incompetent, and their 
mismanagement is further aggravated by their foolishly copying the vices 
of the English Government, without adopting its good qualities. Properly 
speaking, the Native rulers ought to profit by studying the civilized mode of the 
British Government. They ought to understand and copy all its good features 
and avoid its errors, which the English rulers unavoidably commit from their 
necessarily imperfect acquaintance with the real condition of the country and 
its people. The Mahdrdjé of Indore is a prince who is deservedly praised for 
his rare abilities. But His Highness has recently promulgated a circular order 
of questionable wisdom. According to this order all payments made by the 
state, such as salaries to its servants, or grants to temples, or allowances of 
any kind, should be made in advance after making a deduction in the amounts 
at the rate of two per cent. as interest. If this arrangement were left to the 
choice of the receivers, there, would be nothing objectionable in it. But to 
compel every receiver to accept a payment in advance and to submit to the 
deduction, is ‘unjust and, therefore, oppressive. Again, the pecuniary advantage 
aimed at from this arrangement is paltry, compared to the annoyance it is sure 
to cause to the people and the discontent it will excite in the state. 


A correspondent of the Swadesh Mitra (29) of the 27th August states that 
the Ndib Subhd of the Kadi Mahal, in the Gaikawadi state, while travelling 
with five sowdrs was stopped by about twenty-five highwaymen and was 
plundered of whatever he had with him. The poor sowdrs remained inactive 
and were consequently allowed to go unhurt. In the same way the Wahiwit- 
dér of Petléd was attacked and wounded. In the same taluka (Petléd) there 
was a public dinner of Banias at one place. A body of about 500 Bhils came 
to the place, fell on the food prepared for the dinner party, eat. it and went 
away, without doing any other harm. The attention of the Diwdn is drawn 
to these ‘items of news which the writer has heard from a reliable source, 


and he (the Diw4n) is requested to adopt the needful measures to suppress these 
daring crimes effectually. | 


A correspondent of the Malwén Samdchdr (34) of the 27th August, writing 
from Sawant dri, makes a severe attack on the Second Class Magistrate of that 
place, and accuses him, in general terms, of high-handedness, tyranny, arbi- 


— &c., and calls upon the Political Agent to relieve the ryots from these 
Vils. ts 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (40) of Ahmedabad of the 28rd August, but 
received on the 26th, makes a complaint:about the conduct of the Edar darbér 
towards the Baniydé Mahdjan. He observes that while most of the Native princes 
of Katty war and the petty chiefs of Mahikdénta are engaged in making arran e- 


ments for the conveniences and comforts of their respective subjects who suffer — 


from a scarcity, the Edar darbar not only does nothing of the kind for its ryots 


10 


whose sufferings are fot less than that ofthe péople of Kattywar, but tytait: 
-pizesover them. There would not be much wonder had this tyranny been 
rpetrated when the darbdr had the whole and sole management of the state. 
Pit it is to be regretted that it has been committed while the state is under 
japti by the British Government and a special Assistant Political Agent resides 
at Edar. About fifteen days ago, when the prices of grain had gone up very 
higb, the Mahdjans of Edar were sent for and collected at the police-guard station, 
and were told to supply wheat and ghee to the darbdr at the lesser price for 
which they were sold previously. At the time of this demand wheat was sold 
at Rs. 2-8-0 per maund, and-/ghee was |sold at Rs. 18 per maund; but the 
darbér required the Mahdjans to sell these articles to it at Rs. 1-12-0 and Rs. 16 
respectively. ‘The dealers would not consent to bear this loss; and, thereupon, 
they (who numbered one hundred | pags were detained for two — suc- 
cessively without their being allowed to go home to take their meals. By this 
harsh treatment they were much vexed and were at last obliged to consent to 
supply the provisions at the rates offered by the darbér. This agreement, made 
under a restraint, the Mahdjans are made to fulfil not only as regards the darbdr 
itself, but as regards the servants, irregular soldiery and clerks of the darbér. 


The Jéme Jamsed (43) of the 31st August contains a para., headed “‘ Justice 
under the British Rule,” observing that the a8 gk Réni of Sdwant Wari was 
‘getting a monthly allowance of Rs. 125 when her elder son was on the gédi. 
He died and was succeeded by his younger brother. The latter being a minor, 
the British Government has assumed the duty of managing the state. The 
expenses of administration have been reduced, and at the same time the month- 
ly allowance paid to the réni also has been reduced by rupees twenty-five. 
‘It is said that the réni has made frequent applications protesting against the 
reduction in her allowance, but the British administrator has paid no attention 
to them. The annual revenues of this small state are three lakhs of rupees, 
and a good balance remains in the treasury after defraying the cost of adminis- 
tration. The head karbhéri of the state receives a monthly pay of rupees two 
hundred and fifty. The grand-daughter of the rani is reve A to His Highness 
_ Jay4jiréw Sindia. Considering these circumstances and the present dear times, 
the complaint of the r4ni that the reduced allowance of one hundred rupees 
per month is not sufficient to her appears well founded. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press; 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Ses Poona, 4th September 1877. 
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The. Public Administratson. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 3rd September, in noticing the recent telegram 
in the Times of India, that Russia is carrying on an intrigue with the ruler of 
Afganistan and ‘with the Mardthd chiefs of India, observes that Russia may be 
inciting the Amir against the British Government in India, but the idea of 
Russia ary sp to intrigue with the Native Chiefs of India, and of the latter 
listening to the treasonable proposals, is too improbable to be believed even in 
adream. The Native Princes. are too conscious of their weakness and too 
strongly impressed with the overwhelming power of the British Government, 
to listen to the suicidal proposals of Russia even fora moment. Again, the 
Native Princes are not unaware of the great protection and security which they 
are enjoying under the benign rule of Her Majesty the Empress of India, and 
for which they are sincerely grateful. Such baseless reports are highly mischie- 
vous. They create an unnecessary alarm and fear. Some people think that 
this mischievous rumour has been invented by some of those Englishmen who 
do not like the existence of the Native States, and who have used this contri- 
vance to poison the mind of the paramount Government against these poor 
Native Princes, The writer does not know how far this surmise is true, and 
prays Government, however, to discover the source of this rumour and to 
publish the same for the satisfaction of the general public. He further prays it 
to dismiss all baseless a regarding the loyalty of its Native feudatories. 


ery = aga (10) of the 2nd September also expresses similar views on this 
subject, : 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 2nd September, in a long editorial, headed 

i ee gpa Salt, and Greed of Our Government,” observes that our kind 
English Government has rendered salt nearly unprocurable by the poor 
ryots, by imposing on it an excessively heavy duty, for which it is impossible 
to discover a parallel under the rules of the -ignorant Mahomedan or Hindu 
Governments. Government does not seem to be satisfied with doing this. 
It contemplates reducing the ryots of its Native feudatories also to the same 
state. The writer then refers to the repeatedly pointed out necessity. of 
salt to the health and strength of man and cattle, and to the alleged increase of 
some bad diseases among the people resulting from the insufficient consumption 
of this necessary of life and health. He also refers to some vexatious provisions 
of the new Salt Act of the Bombay legislature, and to the excessively high and 
exorbitant tax imposed on this article. All these complaints have repeatedly 
appeared in the Native Press, and have been several times noticed in these 
yoonly summaries. ‘ The writer also asserts that it is the notorious patience of 
the Indian ryots which renders such a tax practicable and safe ; the Governments 
of few countries could have ventured to resort to such a tax. The writer then 
refers to the measures the Government of India is adopting to take over under 
its Own management the salt manufacture in the Native States of Rajputdna, 
and fears that the ryots of those States will be reduced to the same difficulties 
= annoyances in getting their salt as are now experienced by the subjects of 
nitish India. The Native Princes could not have given consent to this arrange- 
rc from free will, but must have done so from pressure exercised on them 
rough the Political department. Some writers say that the arrangement the 
overnment 1s making will prove of general benefit to the whole country. The 


oe Se Oninion wishes that he could bere the proposition, but het 


The Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of ‘is 29th August, ‘but received on the 2nd 


asks why while Government has granted grain-compensation to low- 
paid subordinates in several departments, the same favour is refused to the 


wars employed in the Police Department. These men are paid thirty rupees a 
month. sowar has to keep a horse, A horse requires in these days one rupee 
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. for its feed every day. Thus, the sowdr’s pay is spent simply in feeding his 
horse. How is the poor man to maintain himself and his family? The sowdrs 
did apply to the Police Commissioner for the grain-compensation, but that 
officer told them, in reply, that their prayer could not be granted. This dis- 
sal_of their prayer the Sudhdkar cannot but condemn as unjust. That officer 
and Government are requested to give ajuster and kinder consideration to the 
etition of these poor men, and save them and their dumb beasts from half 
starvation. ‘The same writer earnestly requests the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion to grant grain-compensation to the peons and low-paid masters and assis- 
tants. It is superfluous to point out, that those whose salaries range from 5 to 
10 rupees find themselves in great distress and difficulties in these days of 
dearth and high prices. = © 


The Kiran (9) or the “ Sun-beam,” a weekly Anglo-Maréthi journal newly 
started at Poona, in its second issue of the 2nd September, in a, short article, 
headed “The Compulsory Act of Vaccination, and an 7.4 kgm for Low 
Subordinates to exercise T'yranny on the People,” freely admits the excellent object 
of this new Act, recently passed by the Bombay Legislative Council and made 
applicable to the City of Bombay ; and after giving the substance of the most 
important sections of the law, observes that as the general ignorance of the 
common masses of this country is too notorious to need to be pointed out, it is 
feared that the low-paid subordinates of the Vaccination Department may con- 
vert this good law into an instrument of oppression on these poor and ignorant 
people. The superior officers of the department are, therefore, requested to be 
vigilant of this probable evil and to guard against it as far as possible. 


The Swadesh Mitra (30) of the 6th September observes that one of the great 
blessings for which this country is indebted to the English rule, is the establish- 
ment of a profound peace and a complete freedom from annoyance from robbers 
or from turbulent persons. This wise arrangement has greatly added to the 
strength and popularity of the foreign rule. But it is a matter for great regret 
that the authorities do not pay the same attention for protecting the ryots from 
the annoyance which they occasionally receive at the hands of some unruly and 
turbulent Europeans. hen a European happens to create a disturbance in a 
street, or lane, or a private house, a Native policeman has no power to arrest 
him, or to put a stop to the disturbance he is making. The Native policeman 
must bring.a European constable, and in the meantime the European offender 
. may commit any mischief, and may even abscond from the place with impunity. 

Such cases frequently occur in the city of Bombay. A few days ago such a case 
occurred in the Kolbhat lane, otherwise called Popatjis Wadi. ‘There was a 
great disturbance there for about half an hour. There was a great agitation 
among the people of the Wadi. It appears that the offending European said 

that he was a Mahomedan, and was loudly uttering the Mahomedan formule of 

the confession “ L4 Allé Ililla4!” If this is meant to mock the Mahomedan 
faith, the joke may lead to serious consequences. The writer earnestly calls on 
the authorities concerned to adopt serious measures to put down this evil as 
speedily as possible. | 


The Karndtak Wartika (34) of the 26th August, but received on the 2nd 
September, noticing the Bill for regulating the relations between masters and 
servants, now lying before the Legislative Council of the Government of India, 
observes that this Bill owes its origin not to any desire expressed by the gener- 
ality of the people, but only to the onpaikonal: complaints made in the Koa 

ndian papers by a few Englishmen residing in this country. In the opinion 

of the Wértika the proposed law can never make servants a bit more honest or 

respectful, but, on the contrary, it may render them more saucy and impertinent. 

The Natives are generally content with their servants. It is only a few Enuro- 

peans who complain of their conduct, and the Wértika thinks that “e com- 
plaint is the result:more of the faults of the European masters than of of 
2Nn P 8—9 Naas : 
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the Native servants. Those who now appear much pleased with this attempt of 
the authorities to make servants more honest and respectful will, the Wédrtika 
is sure, very soon discover their error and repent of their supporting the mea- 
sure. Then, after alluding to some of the provisions of the Bill and to the 
sources from which ay | have been copied, the writer once more observes that 

all this, creating a new office and machinery, and levying a 
new tax, for the supposed convenience of a handful of European residents. The 
class of servants is getting more and more troublesome and less useful wherever 
the English civilization extends, and the old relations between masters and ser- 


-yants have vastly changed to the great disadvantage of the former. Though 


India is not entirely free from this change, still masters in India are a on 
deal more lucky as regards their servants than masters in other parts of the 


. British empire and in America. The proposed law, however, is highly caleu- 


lated to deteriorate our servant class rapidly. Government is forcing on us 
laws which we can safely afford to be without for about one hundred years more. 
In England no Bill goes before the legislature before a clear pire | for the 
same is experienced by the people. Again, no Bill is passed into a law there 
before it has been patiently and deliberately Pee by the legislature and 


by the public at large. Our mode of making laws is entirely different. Here 


_ Gated, thoughtful and cool officers like 


it is not needed that a necessity for a new law should be made out clearly. The 
necessity for consulting public opinion on the subject is even still less. When 
a gentleman comes out to this country as the law-member of our great,Govern- 
ment, he is naturally ambitious to leave some memorial of his holding the great 
office on our statute-book. He or most of his colleagues are never to experience 
the good or bad effects of their bantlings. He has here every facility to give a 
practical embodiment to his legal theories, and he does so freely. India is 
emphatically the safest land for trying all sorts of legal experiments. Day by 


day the people of this country are annoyed by these experimental legislations. 


If our good Government would stop this process it would confer a great bless- 


ing on the people. The change would prove advantageous also to its own true 
interests, | 


The same, in another article, referring to the alleged stopping of Mr. 
MeCorkell, the Assistant Collector of the Belgaum District, in the Hindu temple 
of Withobé at Manoli, observes that this temple was built by a Bréhman named 
a: Bhat Bin Mahadew Bhat Tengshe or some of hie ancestors. It is 

as a resting-place by Native travellers, and sometimes by Native officers 
moving on a tour through the district. But, like other Hindu temples, this 
temple also is not allowed to be entered by Mahomedans or Europeans on 
account of a religious objection, Notwithstanding this universally recognized 
practice, and in spite of the remonstance made on the occasion, Mr. McCorkell 
a few days ago caused the doors of this temple, which were shut and locked, to 


| be forcibly opened by breaking their locks, and entered the building and put 


oF there. The Bréhman Bhujang Bhat preferred a complaint against this act 
of high-handedness before the Mdmledar of the taluka, but was told by that 
officer that he could do nothing in the matter. The aggrieved Bréhman is 
said to have taken his complaint to Mr. Bozanquet, the District Magistrate. 
Thongh the. writer in the Wértika’cannot himself vouch for the correctness of 
the above facts, still the simple fact that a poor uninfluential Bréhman has 
come forward with a complaint against an influential European officer, makes 
it highly improbable that he could have found courage to do so if his complaint 
was not true, And if the complaint is true, Mr. McCorkell has been guilty of 
a ve ve offence. . The writer is be much astonished to hear that edu- 


acts. These high officers are expected to set an example of good conduct and 


| respect for the law to the subordinate Native officials under them ; but if they 
themselves 


act so high-handedly, how can the Native subordinates be) kept 


: under a proper check? But the most astonishing thing is yet to be told. The 


Fi ; . 


r, McCorkell commit such arbitrary | 
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Bréhman Bhujang Bhat has received a reply to his petition to Mr. Bozanquet 
on the above subject, that the complainant should send his complaint to Mr. 
McCorkell in the first instance. Reader, are you not surprised at this strange 
reply of the magistrate, who asks the complainant to apply for redress to the very 
ilexed wrong-doer himself? The writer in the Wartika has-a very high opi- 
nion about the high qualities of Mr. Bozanquet. He believes him to be a very 
painstaking and impartial officer. But in this instance he is compelled to com- 

lain of his proceeding. Then, referring to the unfavourable criticism made 
fs the Honorable Mr. Eden, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, in a recent 
public speech on the attitude of the Native Press, the Wdrtika observes that if 
the officers of Government act as Mr. McCorkell is alleged to have acted in the 
above case, What is the Native Press to do but to complain against their doings. 
Are the Native papers to praise the officers of Government even for their oppres- 
sive and illegal acts The duties of an honest journalist require him to praise 
the public officers for their good deeds and to censure them for the opposite 
course of conduct. The writer is sorry to be obliged to write against Mr. 
Bozanquet and his Assistant Mr. McCorkell. He could not honestly help doing 
so. He hopes that the District Magistrate will personally inquire into the case 
and do what strict justice requires for its due settlement. 


The Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 30th August, but received on the 
2nd September, states that the number of périéh dogs in Ahmedabad has consi- 
derably increased of late. Some mad animals have bitten persons. The police 
is requested to adopt due measures for the reduction of the great number of these 
dogs. 


The same thinks that the Secretary of Harkor Shethdni’s female school in 
Ahmedabad has, without reason, dispensed with the services of the school- 
mistress. She was a trained mistress of the female training college, and was 
goodnatured and hard-working. She had improved bY her discreet manage- 
ment of the school its attendance, and had given satisfaction to the parents of 
the students. Notwithstanding these recommendations in her favour, the Secre- 
tary has dispensed with her services without giving her the usual one month’s 
notice. He has appointed in her place the former master, in whose time the 
institution was much deteriorated. The appointment of this master will, cer- 
tainly, prevent the attendance at this school of grown-up girls to whom the 
mistress was a great convenience. The Hitechchhw requests the Educational 
Inspector for Guzerat and the proprietor of the school to take due notice of the 
conduct of the Secretary in regard to this matter. 


The same states that the education given in the Gujurati schools of the city 
of Ahmedabad is not so good and sound as received by the students of the vil- 
apreetous of that district, and, consequently, when the students of the former 
schools commence a study of the English they do not make a rapid progress in 
it, on account of their unripe education in the vernacular, and have to spend two 
or three years more than other students do to make progress in the English 
schools. The Hitechchhu says that the reason of this alleged insufficient éduca- 
tion in the vernacular saan A . 
these schools do not devote due attention to the education of the children en- 
trusted to their care. Most of these masters are Brahmans and residents of 
Ahmedabad, and they attend to caste-dinners and to obtaining alms from their 
hosts with more anxiety than they evince for teaching in theschools. To make 
matters worse, these school-masters hold their schools every Saturday for five- 


and.a-half hours in the morning, apparently to the detriment of the school-boys.' 


The village school-masters have no such inducements, and take great care in 


the education of their‘students. In conclusion, the Hitechchhu requests the Edu- 


s of the city of Ahmedabad is that the masters of 


tional Inspector for Guzerat to transfer the Bréhmin vernacular school-masters 
of Ahmedabad to other places, and to bring in their stead masters of other than — 


the Brahmin caste, and to. compel school-masters of Ahmedabad to hold schools 
On Saturdays, as on other week days. | ee ? 
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The Guzerat Mitra (42) of the 2nd September disapproves of the dismissal 
of two hundred carpenters from the Government dockyard in Bombay. The 
dismissal of so many low-paid artizans, observes the Mitra, is a fresh instance of 
the practice of Government of dismissing low-paid servants and not touching any 
higher paid officers when a reduction has to be made in any department. The 
dismissal of the carpenters particularly at this time, when high prices of food 
rule, cannot but inflict great distress on these unfortunate men. The reduction 
in the dockyard has been made under the suggestion made by Captain Bythesea, 
the consulting naval officer who was daiotadand to do the work of revision in the 
Indian Marine Department in 1874, and has made a saving of rupees five thou- 
sand per month. But Government does not appear to have been benefited by 
the reduction, as Captain Bythesea’s office, which has been in existence since 
1874, and which is not to be abolished, costs rupees five thousand a month. The 
Mitra also disapproves of the increase made in the hours of work of the artizans 
in the dockyard who have escaped from coming under the scissors of reduction. 
They hitherto worked seven hours; but in future they are to be made to work 


nine hoursa day. (The Yajdin Parast (48) of the same date expresses similar 
sentiments on this subject.) : ‘ 


The same, like some of its contemporaries whose remarks upon the subject 
have .been noticed at some length in the last weekly report, disclaims the 
charge of disaffection said to be brought by Honorable Mr. Eden, the Lieute- 
nant-Governor of Bengal, against the Native Press of the territories under his 
administration. The Mitra asserts that the Native Press of this country is loyal 
and renders great aid to the foreign rulers of this country, and the charge 
brought by the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal in common with some indiscreet 


Europeans is not founded upon truth. The usual arguments are advanced by | 


the Mitra in support of its views. 


The same, in a leader, headed ‘‘ Master and Servant,” records a few 
observations on the master and servant’s Bill now lying before the Imperial 
Legislature. This Bill, observes the Mitra, has been disapproved of by all 
persons but its originators. The Honorable Mr. Whitely Stokes, the father of 
the Bull, has stated in the reasons given for drafting the Bill that complaints 
have been frequently made of the absence of a law like this Bill and recommen- 
dations have been also frequently made for enacting it. But the honorable 
legislator does not specify from whom a recommendation for its enactment has 
been received. However, it seems that it is to be enacted for the benefit of 
passionate Europeans who are given to illtreat their servants. But even the 
class for whose benefit the Bill is drafted appears to disapprove of it most. The 
Englishman says “‘ the people asked the legislature for bread, but it has given 
_ them a'stone.” The proposed Act, however, is not to apply to Europeans only ; 
it 18 applicable to Native masters also. But the legislators ought to remember 
that the relation between Native masters and servants is satisfactory in the 
absence of the proposed law, which would disturb that relationship to the preju- 
dice of both parties, A Native master employs anybody he likes, on a pay 
which the person wishing to be employed consents to receive, and exacts from 
the servant the work he (the master) likes, and dismisses him whenever he 
pee. Hardly any master or servant makés any conditions with each other. 

his arrangement is liked by both the Native master and the Native servant. 


After 4 the substance of a few provisions of the Bill and making remarks ~ 


upon them, the Mitra observes that these and several other sections of the Bill 
would causelegsly inflict great injuries on Native masters, &c. The Bill also 
provides for the registration of servants, but this matter concerns the Europeans 

one. Among the Natives the servants do not ask their masters to give them 
certificates, and they do well in not asking for them. Nobody gives a true 
certificate of character, and nobody receives a bad certificate. Every certifi- 
cate that is to be seen gives a good character, and certificates of bad’character 


are not to be met with ; and hence the Registration Department would not be of 
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much use. In short, the Bill is quite useless, and it has been justly condemned 
on all sides. ‘There are some matters which get on well without any law about 
them, and the relation of masters and servants in this country is one‘of such 


matters. | 


- The Jame Jamsed (44) of the 6th September contradicts, as has been fre- 
quently done by it and some of its contemporaries, the charge of rey” bon 
brought by some Englishmen and Anglo-Indian papers against the Native Press. 
The Jdme Jamsed repeats the frequently-made assertions that the Native papers 

are loyal, and discharge pregine: ! the duties of a well-meaning interpreter 
between the Government and the subjects, and thus render important service 
to society in the discussion ‘of religious, social and political subjects. Dr. 
Se aecad and other able and competent English gentlemen have borne evidence 
to this character of the Native Press, and have recommended the authorities to 
duly nurture this young and rising institution. There are, however, a few 
black sheep in the Native Press, as there are in the Anglo-Indian Press, who 


make a wrong use of the liberty of expression of thought which the Press enjoys, . 


and overstep the due bounds of legitimate criticism. Fanatic Anglo-Indian 

pers make extracts from the writings of the black sheep of the Native Press, 
and charge the whole of the Native Press with disloyalty, apparently with in- 
justice. It behoves the respectable portion of the Native Press, therefore, to 
form a conference among themselves to express its disapproval and contempt of 
the improper and wrong conduct of these black sheep and to exclude them from 
its conference. Such a treatment of them by the respectable portion of the 
Native Press will discourage improper writings by them and will ‘ead to results 
beneficial to the Press, the public, and the Government. | 


The same of the 7th September contains a para., headed ‘‘ A Scene in the 
Public Works Department.” The head of the Public Works Department of 
Bombay, says the Jdme Jamsed, is said to be of an impatient and passionate 
disposition. A few days ago he acted improperly with one of his subordinates, 
who threatened him with prosecution. The former was frightened by this threat 
from the latter, and asked pardon of his subordinate for his fault! European 
officers as yet do not understand how to act properly with their subordinates ; 


and it behoves His Excellency the Governor, therefore, to give his attention to 
this subject. | 


The Samsher Bahddur (52) of the 31st August, but received on the 2nd 
September, states that the Chum4l Pargana is notorious even in peaceful times 
as being the frequent scene of dacoities and plunders by mounted robbers. In 
this pargana is Bhoini, a sacred place of the Shr4waks. In the treasury ‘of the 
temple of that place there are thirty thousand rupees in cash. The Shrd4waks 
of that place being afraid of the cash being plundered in these unsettled times, 
applied to Mr. Prembhdi and other Mahdjans to remove the treasure to Ahme- 
dabad for safety. Thereupon Mr. Anandji Kaly4nji applied on behalf of the 
Mahdjans to the Superintendent of Police to lend a party of policemen to escort 
the treasure safely to Ahmedabad. But the latter has replied that Government 
has prohibited lending policemen. The Samsher speaks of there having once 
existed the custom of giving policemen to protect private parties or their valu- 
ables from being robbed, on those parties consenting to give the pay of the 
policemen so lent, and disapproves of the discontinuance of this wholesome 
practice. The practice ought to be revived in the present unsettled times. 
And in the case mentioned above, seeing the urgency of the occasion, the Super- 
intendent of Police ought to have lent the policemen. But if he thought lie 
could not well do so on his own authority, he should have obtained the imme- 

te sanction of Government authorizing him to lend policemen. 


The. Nits: Prakdsh (57) of the 1st September, but received on the 6th, states 


t the well near Bélépur gate of the town of Kaira stinks horribly on account 
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9 
of leaves of trees and other rubbish having fallen into the well, and requests the 


authorities concerned to have the well cleaned of the dirt. 


The Famine in the Deccan. 


The Bodha Sudhakar (6) of the 29th A , but received on the 2nd Sep- 
tember, observes that people are getting desperate from the pangs of hunger 


day by day, and in this mood of desperation commit acts which excite horror 


not only in those who see them, but even in those who hear of these acts. In 
these times even the most naturaland tender ties appear to have been rent asunder. 
Parents forget their parental relation, and look upon their children as unwel- 
come sharers of their food ; and instances are occurring of the former putting to 
death the latter! In the Man Taluka, of the Satara District, a poor woman 
unable to maintain herself and her little child, threw it into a well and was 
about to follow it herself. But the police happened to arrest her, and prevented 
her from committing suicide. The unhappy woman is under trial for the 
murder of her child. A man murdered another for bread. The murderer is 
sentenced to a capital punishment, and is thus to be finally relieved from the 
miseries of a famine! On the 15th, a little girl of the name of Dwéark4 in 
Khojew4ri, in the Satara Taluka, while carrying bread to a farm, was plundered. 
on the way of the bread she had with her, and pushed into a well by two 
young men, Baye) and Bélé. These aré really horrible cases, and are an index 


of the most awful state of misery to which the people have been reduced by the 
famine. 


The Arunodaya (10} of the 2nd September, in an article, headed ‘‘ Lord 
Lytton and the Governor of Bombay,” observes that while this part of the coun- 
uy is now suffering from one of the most dreadful visitations, the great horrors 
of which are greatly aggravated by the insatiable greed of our foreign rulers, 
our great and kind ruler, His Seselioncy the Viceroy, being actuated by a 
sincere sympathy with thé miseries of the sufferers from the calamity, set aside 
his own ease and comfort and undertook a long and troublesome journey to. this 
part to mitigate the sufferings as far as possible of the millions committed to his 
care. But this sympathy of His Excellency remained only so long as he did 
not meet with a strong-minded councillor. His Excellency seems to be a noble- 
man of simple and unsuspecting disposition, and is, consequently, liable to be 


led astray by a clever man. The news of His Excellency’s intended visit pre- . 


ceding his actual arrival, our statesman-like, farsighted and ambitious Governor 
of Bombay caused all the beggars in the city of Poona to be driven away against 


their will from the city to a place set apart for that purpose at some distance 
‘from the town. Then the question arises, why were these people unwilling to 


go to this asylum where they were supplied with food and clothing by Govern- 
ment? Instead of giving a direct reply to this question, we only observe that 
the above arrangement was resorted to, not so much for the benefit of the famine- 
stricken, but in order to conceal from His Excellency the Viceroy the defects of 
the management of the famine by the Bombay Government and to throw dust 
into his eyes. It is also said that these half-starved wretched people were made 
to declare before His Excellency the Viceroy, as they were taught to do, that 
they were quite happy. Did His Lordship even dream of this doing of the Bom- 
bay Government ? What a deception! The old Native rulers were in the 
c : of putting criminals to death in several cruel and inhumane modes. What 
0 

°n innocent ryots? Is it not more humane to cut off a person bya single stroke 
of the sword than to kill him by strangling and then giving blows on his body ? 

y should we not say that we were more happy under the rules of the ignor- 
_ Hindu réjds and of the tyrannical Mogals? (A correspondent of the Indy 


‘rakdsh (1) of the 3rd September, writing from Poona, brings the same charge 
against the authorities in language much more moderate and mild). 


id be said when a civilized and christian Government inflicts similar cruelties - 
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The Subodha Patriké (25) of the 2nd September states that a continuous stréam 
of immigrants from the famine-stricken districts is steadily pouring into Bom- 
bay. About five or six hundred people are coming daily. In several towns on 
the way charitable persons have made espe Ft to provide one day’s food 
to these poor immigrants. But in this proud and tich capital of Western India 
Government and the municipality have done nothing whatever for these unfor- 
tunate strangers. The relief-seekers, many of whom are sick, are to be seen in 
all.our streets piteously begging alms from pessengers. It is really very shame- 
ful to this city that neither its authorities nor the educated classes of its in- 
habitants seem to take the least notice of this awful misery so loudly seeking 
relief at their hands. While our so-called educated and intelligent citizens are 
so apathetic and negligent of the duty they owe to their unfortunate country- 
men, the Bhatids, the grain-dealers and the Waishnawa Mahdrdjd4s, whom our 
educated classes take so much delight in abusing and despising for their ignor- 
ance, superstition and want of public spirit, are found to have recognized this 
great duty and to have been feeding daily at their own expense about five or 
six thousand famine-stricken people. Who can help admiring the disinter- 
ested and unostentatious philanthrophy of these followers of that maligned 


sect? No one can even suspect that these people have the remotest idea of 


gaining any distinction from the great authorities or any public notoriety from 
the columns of newspapers. They do all this from a simple sense of duty which 
they believe they owe to human distress and human misery ; and on this ac- 
count they deserve the greater praise from every impartial observer. Those 
who so much boast of their education and enlightenment, ought to derive a 
lesson from these despised trading-classes as to how to recognize the call of 
duty. 


The Dharwar Writt (26) of the 30th August, but received on the 2nd Sep- 
tember, observes that the famine from which the people are suffering for the 
last ten or eleven months, has grown doubly intense from the holding off of 
rain this year also. ‘The people of all classes are now experiencing dreadful 
distress. It is difficult to say what more awful miseries and privations are in 
store for them. ‘This year the area of the famine has very largely. increased. 
Last year there was a famine in the Deccan and the Madras Presidency. This 
year Guzerat, Kattywar, the North-West provinces and the Punjaub are also 
threatened by the same calamity. The prospects before the people are, indeed, 
extremely gloomy. ‘The writer was exceedingly surprised to read in the Zimes 
of India a telegram stating that the Dharwar District would realize this year 
13 annas of its usual harvest. Such false reports, says the Writt, are very mis- 


,chievous. ‘They create a false sense of security, and prevent the authorities 


from taking timely precautions for the mitigation of the distress of the suffering 
ryots. The writer also accuses the local officials of concealing the real distress 
of the people from the great authorities, and, in support of the accusation, refers 
to the alleged measures adopted by local officers of Poona, Satara and Kolhapur 
ae the popular distress out of the sight of His Excellency the Viceroy or of 
His Excellency the Governor of Bombay on their tours through these districts. 
The article concludes with an earnest prayer to His Excellency Sir Richard to 


visit personally the districts of Dharwar and Kalddgi which are suffering most 
dreadfully. | 


The Bombay Samdchdr (43) of the 8rd September is extremely glad to find 
that the Supreme Government has withdrawn its opposition to the collection of 


. public subscriptions in England in aid of the famine-stricken people of the 


Madras Presidency, and observes that the people of Madras deserve the grati- 
tude of the whole of India for bringing about this wholesome change in the 
views of the Supreme Government on this important subject. The Presidency 
of Bombay, continues the writer, suffers from famine as well as Madras does, 
and, consequently, stands as much is need of help from England. The people of — 
ombay, therefore, ought to make no delay whatever in availing themselves of © 
oN P 8—Q | | 


11 

English sympathy and benevolence, In removing its opposition to the collec- 
x of oublie subscriptions in England, the oteenineat ot India has given an 
explanation about its opposition to public collections in this country. It says 
that it is unwilling to let the public be burdened with subscriptions, as they will 
have to pay new taxes which are to be imposed on them for making up the 
enormous cost of the famine, This view of the Government does not appear 
proper to the Samdchdr. It observes that it is not proper to let famine-stricken 
people die of starvation, in order to make it convenient to the well-to-do people 
- to pay taxes which will be imposed upon them hereafter. Nor is it discreet to 
hinder rich people from giving subscriptions in aid of their unfortunate brethren, 
and afterwards to impose taxes on the rich and the poor alike. India has been 
visited by famines several times before ; but on none of these occasions was such 
a policy in the matter of public subscriptions thought of. Distress from famine 
has spread over a large extent of territory, and Government appears to be un- 
able to use means to mitigate it completely in all quarters ; and yet, very strange- 
ly, it opposes the eolleetion of public subscriptions. It must be admitted 
that both Government and the people mean to do every good in their power in 
regard to the distressed people ; the difference however liesin the courses taken 
by each to achieve their ends. The one adopted by Government is, however, 
mistaken ; and it behoves the people to point out the mistake and to pray with 
due submission and humility to correct it, 


The impending famine in Guzerat and Kattywar. 


The Hitechehhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 30th August, but received on 
the 2nd September, after gratefully noticing the great efforts which the British 
Indian Government is making, to provide against the impending famine 
which threatens to visit a very large extent of the British Indian empire; the 
alleged kind and considerate onlin issued by the Secretary of State for India 
to the Indian Government, to make every effort to mitigate the evils and 
miseries of the famine; and the sanction given by the Government of India 
for laying down railway lines from Wadhwd4n to Bhownagar, from Pétri to 
Bhuj, and from Baroda to Dabhoi, observes that these efforts on the part of 
Government are no small signs of its kind care and anxiety for its subjects. 
The Hitechchhu then prays once more the kind and parental Government not 
to forget to construct irrigational works in Guzerat, The great usefulness of 
such works in times of droughts and famines cannot be overrated. They 
can materially help in the mitigation of famines by raising crops in the fair 
season. ‘T'o irrigate the whole country wherever there is river water within 
reach, ganals may be built from these rivers; and where no river is at hand, 
wells may be sunk in large numbers. These irrigational works ought to be 
commenced in times like the present, when they will give employment to the 
distressed, cost comparatively small sums on account of low wages, and will 


raise crops in the next fair season when distress will be considerably felt, if the 
rains hold off any longer. 


_, the same states that on Tuesday last about one hundred kolis of the 
village of Kubad, that of pargana Daskroi, plundered the houses of two Baniyds 


who were brothers, and carried away about sixty maunds of grain and some 
valuables. 


- 


The same contains a communication from Dwarka, in Okhdmandal, speak- 
of a scarcity of rain, high prices of grain, several people about to migrate 
to other places, and all persons being anxious about their future condition. 
‘Here are also two communications ; one from Pdtan, in the Gdikwar’s territory, 
and another from Ambran, speaking of great distress having arisen in those 


ing 


Paces on account of the scarcity of rain. The Gdikwdr and the authorities of 
‘mpran have adopted some measures for the relief of their respective subjects. - 


&. 4 
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The Jame Jamsed (44) of the lst September, but received on the 3rd, con- ao 
 ¢gins‘a letter from a correspondent at Baroda, dated the 30th August, which 
says that a scarcity of rain would have produced very great distress not onl 

in the mofussil of the State but also at the capital town ; but the various relief. 

measures adopted by the wise and discreet Diwdn have considerably abated 

the miseries of the people. The good Diwdn has commenced to distribute corn 

and cooked food among the starving ryots; has advanced money, without 
| interest, to certain dealers for selling corn to the poor at the cost price; has 
opened various relief works ; has abolished duties on fuel and timber felled in 
‘Government forests ; has abolished all grazing fees, and has made all Govern- 
ment grazing lands free of access to all persons possessing cattle; and has 
adopted some other measures. 


Another correspondent of it, writing from Godhra, in the Panch Méhdls, 
under date the 29th August, says that on account of the great scarcity of rain 
in that district both corn and fodder have become scarce and dear. There is 

so little grain in the district that, should a famine unfortunately visit the 
district, it would not be enough to feed the people until the crops of the next 
year. 

The Samsher Béhddur (52) of the 31st August, but received on the 2nd 
September, states that cholera has broken out at Ahmedabad on account of a 


scarcity of food and the hot sun, and requests the health officer of the local 
municipality to adopt due measures for the suppression of the scourge. 
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_ The same contains communications from Rdndhanpur and Jundgarh de- 
scribing the several liberal measures adopted by the Chiefs of those States for the 
relief of their respective distressed subjects, and praising those Chiefs for their 
| really kindly feeling for their ryots. 


Mumieipalrties. 


__. The Kalpataru (17) of the 2nd September publishes a letter, the writer of 
which complains that the locality in which the vegetable market of Sholdpur is 
held at present is too narrow for that purpose. It is a narrow lane about ten or 
twelve cubits broad: The vegetable sellers with baskets of goods sit on both 
the sides of this lane. It is also a road to the grain market, and, consequently, 
grain carts passing on this road add greatly to the inconvenience of the passen- 
gers. The Muni cipal carts carrying the rubbish and sweepings of the town also 
pass by this road. The writer requests the Municipal Commissioners of Shold- 
pur to remove this market to some more spacious and convenient locality. The 
editor, in noticing the above communication, observes that the complaint is of 
old ama g and the Municipal Commissioners are aware of it. They have 
even p resolutions three or four times for the removal of the market in 
uestion from its present locality. The Kapataru does not know what prevents 

ese resolutions being carried out. The Commissioners are once more requested 
to lose no more time in removing this old complaint. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
: Pe , Poona, 11th September 1877. 
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The Public Administration. 


' he Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 10th September, referring to the news, pub- 
lished in a recent issue of the Times of India, that the great expenditure imcur- 
red by Government for mitigating the famine may probably lead to the re- 
imposition of the old income-tax, observes that if the rumour turns out to be 
true and Government does revive the old unpopular burden, the proceeding 
would be unwise and unjust. The people have acted as generously on this 
occasion as they can; and their good conduct ought not to be rewarded by 
such a hateful imposition. But if the Government of India finds itself con- 
strained from financial considerations to resort to some new tax, the Indu Prakash 
suggests that it may impose a tax on some foreign articles of luxury or 
on some intoxicating articles, such as opium, spirituous liquors, &c.; and the 
writer believes that such a tax would realize enough to meet the financial diff- 


culties of the State treasury. But if Government must resort to the income-tax 


to meet the famine expenditure, it should at least be good enough not to levy 
it on all incomes generally, great and small, but only on such big incomes 
as one thousand and upwards a month, and exempt all the lower incomes. 


The same, in another article, headed “The Madras English Officials, and 


the Poor Natives accused of stealing Corn,” expresses great sorrow that several 


officers entrusted with the supervision of the famine relief in the Madras Presi- 
dency have beea displaying great cruelty in inflicting the most fearful punish- 
ments on the poor racket Natives whom the insufferable pangs of hunger and 
starvation goad to steal small quantities of corn. The awful form the famine 
has assumed in that unhappy presidency has been shown by the terrible loss 
of life which has resulted from the catastrophe there, and by the gigantic 
exertions which the good Government and the philaathropic public are making 
there to mitigate the effects of the calamity. What wonder is there if persons 
dying from hunger are found, now and then, impelled to steal a little corn to 
save their lives from death? It is true that theft is a legal crime and needs to 
be punished ; but it is also true that, in awarding this punishment, the peculiar 
circumstances connected with the cases must receive a proper and due consi- 
deration from the punishing authorities. But discrimination and humanity 
appear to have bidden farewell to some Madras officials. With these prelimi- 
wa remarks, the writer reproduces the cases of Major Thomas and Mr. Sharp 
of Bellary, as given by a correspondent of the Times of India, in which these 
officers are alleged to have inflicted the cruel and inhumane punishment of 
lashes from a cane or a whip on several wretched Natives accused of stealing 
little quantities of corn. Several of these wretched offenders were mere 
children, and the number of lashes given ranged from 20 to 150. Some suf- 
erers are said to have fainted away, and a few have even died under the in- 
fiction. The article concludes with an earnest request to the humane and 
thoughtful ruler of Madras, to give his-attention to this matter and to put a 


stop to this cruel practice. 


The same, in another article, headed ‘ The Feeling of Discontent in India, 
and the Means for its Removal,” repeats the old and often-repeated remarks, that 
the British rule in India in its early stage Was 80 beneficial as to have been 
regarded by the people as a golden af and venerated by them yery highly. 
But gradually it changed, and the change has created a feeling of unrest 
among the people. The educational policy of Government, which aims at dis- 
tan fe higher education among the people, has created'a feeling of discon- 
— in Sind, the Punjaub and the North-West Provinces. A change in the 

ontier policy has created an uneasy feeling among the frontier tribes, and a . 
war 18 considered probable on the frontier. Here allusion is made to the un- 
satisfactory relations with Cabul. A baseless charge of disloyalty publicly 
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e by some t officers against the Native Press has produced a feeling of 
ee wd pale the eople of Bengal. The non-regulation a of 
administration, which leads to acts of arbitrariness on the part, of the great 
oficials, tends to create the same undesirable state of feeling there. Bombay 
and Madras are writhing under the great agonies of a dreadful famine. Thus 
the whole country is in a state of disquietude. In order to remove this alleged 
state of disquietude, the writer in the Indu Prakdsh proposes the following 
remedies: No reduction should be made in the educational expenditure of the 
State, but the people should be allowed to enjoy the blessing in the same liberal 
manner as they have been allowed to do. No baseless charge of disloyalty 
should be allowed to be made against the people. Political officers should be asked 
to treat the Native Chiefs and Princes more considerately. In relieving 
the ryots from the famine, more attention should be given to the preservation 
of life than to the saving of money. Economy should be shown in managing 
the ecclesiastical and such other | blocs of the State from which the people 
of this country receive no benefit. All these so-called remedies have been pro- 
posed and urged on the attention of Government over and over again by the 
writers in the Native Press. 


The Khandesh Waibhaw (18) of the 7th September, but received on the 
11th, opens with a short editorial, heartily eulogising the Government for 
issuing a circular order; prohibiting this year the sale of the Government num- 
bers reserved as grazing lands, and for allowing the poor ryots to graze their 
cattle in them free of any charge. ‘This act of humanity is higbly creditable 
to our good and paternal Government in these times of dire famine, and cannot 
be praised too highly for its wisdom and fore-sight. The writer respectfully 
prays Government to extend the same humanity to the poor suffering ryots, and 


start some good public works for their temporary relief. 


The same, in the next article, headed “‘ The Satisfaction of Government, 
and the Wretched Ryots,”’ observes that it has repeatedly brought to the notice 
of the authorities the failure of the rains and the consequent bad condition of 
the crops of the district (Khandesh) in the year 1876-77, and urged the neces- 
sity of giving remissions to the cultivators. The Collector of the District, his 
European assistants and the m4mledars inspected the crops, estimated the yield 
at the about five annas in a rupee, and recommended some remission. The 
Revenue Commissioner of the Division also, in a public meeting, held out 
hopes to the people for the same indulgence. Notwithstanding these opinions 
and promises of the great authorities, the first instalment was realized and the 
ryots were told that the question of remission would receive a due consideration 
at the time of the second instalment. When the time for realizing the secend 
instalment came.the ryots hesitated to pay, and tried to have the old promises 
fulfilled. The Revenue officers became inexorable, and exercising great rigor 
collected the instalment. The wretched property of several wretched zyots was 
mercilessly put to public auction for the satisfaction of the Government demand, 
and the poor ryots were reduced to utter eae 4 Government, however, in 
its resolution of the 38rd August, published in the Administration Report for 
1876-77, bestows a very high eulogy on all the local officers, great and small, 
for having done this disagreeable work, and is highly pleased with them. ‘The 
writer is exceedingly astonished at this expression of satisfaction of Government 
at a proceeding which ‘caused so much misery and distress to the poor ryots. 


_ The A’rya Warta (36) of the 8th September, but received on the 11th, in an 
article continued from its last number, tries to saddle the blame of reducing this 
country to utter and hopeless poverty on the British Government, and adduces 
arguments in support of its views. India, says the writer, produces corn in 
immense quantities, quite sufficient to feed its vast population. But the English 
Government allows a very great part of it to be exported to Europe, that the 

lish nation and the English merchants may be benefited! In consequence 
(Of this large exportation, corn becomes dear in this country and the common 
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masses find it very hard to purchase it, and therefore they are exposed to star- 
vation! Another cause of the general poverty of the people is the general and 
complete ruin of,indigenous industries Rots competition with those of Europe. 
In consequence of this great industrial revolution, all artizan classes have been 
ruined and reduced to hopeless poverty. The Government being foreign, it 
does =. to arrest this decay and destruction of the indigenous industries 
or to give them encouragement. Government too often professes to rule this 
country for the benefit of the Natives ; but these professions are merely empty 
words. Their sincerity is not proved by any actual deeds. The writer believes 
that the marvellous progress England has made in industrial arts and useful 
manufactures, is the result of the Government patronage and support to those 
arts and manufactures! In his opinion, unless Government prohtbite exporta- 
tion of corn to Europe and patronises and encourages indigenous industries, the 
country will never recover its old prosperity. But neither of these things can 
be expected from foreign rulers, who have no sympathy for the Natives. 


The Surya Prakdsh (40) of the 8th September, but received on the 10th, 
complains that there are not good roads from the town of Surat into the diffe- 
rent talukas of that district. In the first place, there are not sufficient roads in 
this district connecting Surat with the different talukas ; and those that there are, 
are convenient for travelling in the fair season only. In the rains the villagers 
find it very inconvenient to use these roads, and consequently they. cannot 
_ bring to Surat the small articles of commerce which give them maintenance and 
. afford the people of Surat great convenience. The existing roads may be pro- 

nounced as built more for the convenience of the officers of Government, who 
travel into the district in the fair season, than for that of the rural population. 
There is not a good road by which the people of Olpdd or of Rander can come 
to Surat when the river (Tapti) is full. Similar is the case with the villagers 
of Adjan, Bhata and other places, which are situated on the banks (of the © 
river?) It behoves the local fund authorities, therefore, to connect Surat with 
the different talukas of the distriet by good roads. The attention of these 
authorities is requested to this important matter. 


The Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 6th September, but received on 
the 9th, states that the Honorary Magistrate of Ahmedabad convicts and inflicts 
fines on persons who do not submit to the orders issued by the Municipal Com- 
missioners of that city, on the ground that non-submission is contempt of autho- 
rity. The Hitechchhu thinks that Municipal Commissioners are not Govern- 
ment servants in a sense to make non-compliance with their orders the offence 


of contempt of authority, and prays the High Court to take a due notice of the 
decisions of the Honorary Magistrate in this matter. 


The Guzerat Mitra (42) of the 9th September, in a leader, headed ‘* Economy 
and Fault,” observes that the British Indian Government first makes lavish ex- 
penses, and, thereby, wastes a large amount of the public money. When it is 
threatened by great financial difficulties, it sets itself to the work of economy. 
But in this work it does not save the large amount which is wasted on useless 
departments, and applies the scissors of reduction to useful departments. The 
Mitra then states that it is estimated that Government will require fourteen 
krors of rupees to spend in connection with the present famine. When this 
famine expires, Government must think of recouping itself for this amount. It 
a then pounce upon the educational or some other useful department for the 
reduction of its expenses. The college at Delhi is already threatened with 
abolition. There is a rumour already that one of the two colleges of the North- 
West Provinces is to be abolished. Rumour also speaks of the same fate threat- 

ening the Deccan College at Poona; and it seems' very probable that the 
Educational Department will sooner or later be subjected to a t reduction 


by a Government which would like to abolish import duties on European cotton 
oods, would retain a Cotton Frauds Department, would have a Cooper’s Hill 


liege, and would hold big darbars. 


6 . 


The same, in another leader, makes a few suggestions with regard to the 
Matriculation examination of the Bombay University. The Mitra does not 
entirely approve of this year’s arrangement to examine the candidates of the 
mofussil at certain central places in the English language only, and to call to 
Bombay those who pass in that language. Poona, Ahmedabad, Nasik, Belgaum 
and Kurrachee have been selected as the places where the candidates are to be 
examined in English. Those who are residents of these places themselves will be 
benefited by this arrangement, as those who fail in the English examination will 
not have to go to Bombay, to which they had to go under the old arrangement. 
But the candidates who are residents of other than these places, and who pass in the 
English language, will not be benefited by the new arrangement. They will, 
after visiting one of these central places of examination, go to Bombay to be 
examined in the remaining subjects ; and thus will have to incur more expendi- 
ture than under the old arrangement. For this reason it would be well if the 
candidates of the mofussil were examined in all the subjects of the examination 
at the central places. The other suggestions made by the Mitra have appeared 
more than once in the Native papers, and have been noticed more fully in these 


summaries. 


The Bombay Samdchér (43) of the 10th September objects to the provision 
in the Act for compulsory vaccination in the town and island of Bombay, that 
when a Government vaccinator is called by a private person to his house to 
vaccinate persons with matter from a calf, a fee of rupees five shall be charged 
for vaccinating one person; and that when more persons than one are to be 
vaccinated, for each additional person a fee of rupees two shall be charged. 
This provision, observes the Samdchar, is objectionable, as the fee will be heavy 
even to rich persons. Again, at this rate of fee, the price of a calf is paid when 
two or three persons are vaccinated; and yet the matter from the calf is not 
completely consumed. A large number of persons can be vaccinated with the 
. remaining matter from the calf operated upon at one house. The high rate of: 
fee seems to have been meant more as a source of income to Government than 
simply to cover the expenses necessary to provide this convenience to the 
public. The social customs of the Natives make it unbecoming in females of 
the middle and higher classes to go into public places, and it would be inconve- 
nient to ladies of these classes to take their young infants to a vaccination 
station. And hence the middle and higher classes would like to call the Gov- 
ernment vaccinator to their “houses with the calf from which matter is to be 
taken ; but the rate of fee would be burdensome tothem. The Samédchér, there- 
fore, requests Government to reconsider the rate and lower it. 


The same of the 11th September opens with a leader, headed ‘ The Im. 
propriety of Imposing a New Tax to make up the Expenses which are being 

eon the Famine.” There is no doubt, observes.the Samdchdr, that after 
the disappearance of a great famine, during which the poor suffer from pangs of 
hunger and the middle classes from the dearness of corn and other articles of 
food, the monetary condition of the people becomes very bad. On the one side, 
_the hard-earned savings of years of strict economy are'swept away ; and, on the 
other, it takes years to remove the evil effects produced by the famine on the 
agriculture aul trades and professions of the country. In such a condition of 
the country the imposition of a new tax or the revival of the universally con- 
demned income-tax cannot but be improper and distressing to the people. The 
Samdchdr here refers to the intention of the Indian Government to impose the 
income-tax after the disappearance of the present famine, as stated by Lord 
Lytton at Madras in ex tibia of the unwillingness of the Government to 
encourage the holding of public meetings for raising subscriptions in aid of the 
famine-stricken people. ‘The Samdchdér then discusses the question how to 


make up the expenses of the famine. There are two ways to realize the money. 


One of these is to increase the revenue; but, in the case of an impoverished 
Surli—9o a oly 
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population like that of India it will not do as shown above.. The other ‘is to 

i fiapen the expenses of the State ; and it is the only way which the Government 
of India ‘ought to adopt. Properly speaking, the State expenses of this country 
are, to a certain extent, very extravagant, and there is ample space to put the 
scissors of economy on them. The Bombay Samdchdr alone does not entertain 
this view. Many discreet people of India and of England are of the same 
opinion. It is a fact which is made well known in discussions in private circles, 


newspapers, and even parliament. The Government of India ought not to ~ 


forget to take the course here pointed out, since it is its mistaken policy of 
iu. | phonemes to railways over canals which has made India the scene of 
drea 


of the 10th and 13th September has articles on the same subject making similar 
suggestions). 


The same of the 12th September, in a leader, headed “The Fear of the Higher 
Education of this Country receiving an Injury,” observes that everybody must be 
sorry to see that the time is approaching when the higher education given in India 
will be stopped. Public slienebion of the higher kind is a child of the British 
Government in India. By giving birth to this child in this country the British 
Government has not only achieved a great name among the civilized-nations of 
the world, but has conferred great benefits on the people of this country as well 
as on itself, and the people of India are deeply grateful for those benefits. And. 
yet such a parental i el itself entertains the intention to. destroy this 
child. The question about this subject arose when Sir George Campbell was 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal ; and since it has been known that the Govern- 
ment entertains an intention to abolish higher education, the intelligent portion 
of the Indian community has expressed its disapproval ; but this has not made 
the authorities alter their intention, to which they are inclining more and more 
day by day. The Delhi College has been abolished, and its abolition has 
given rise to much comment and several petitions to Government. It is now 
said that Government intends to abolish all colleges of the Punjaub and the 
North-West Provinces. This latter report has not proceeded from an unreli- 
able source; it has come from the lips of the Lieutenant-Governor of the 
North-West Provinces, and is, therefore, trustworthy. If Government gives 
effect to its intention of abolishing higher education in this country, it will 
commit a great political blunder. For education and the labours of educated 
persons have strengthened the foundations of the British Indian empire ; drawn 
to it the great love and loyalty of all classes of the people from one end of the 
country to the other ; has placed the empire at the top among the countries of 
_ Asia; and has made it vie with the civilized countries of Europe. Englishmen 
need not be told of these and other great advantages of education. And yet 
several officers of Government entertain views antagonistic to higher education | 
in India, This sad change in their views has been brought about by the fear- 
ful misunderstanding that the educated Natives do not entertain sufficient 
pyalty towards the Government. This opinion about the educated Natives is 
false and quite o posed to fact. This wrong opinion has been produced by 
some of the mischievous Anglo-Indian newspapers and European officers of the 
lower grades. The misrepresentations of these classes are detrimental both to 
the people and the Government of this country, and the latter ought to put a 
stop to them. Since the higher officers of Government, as the Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor of Beng<1, entertain views antagonistic to higher education in this country, 
there is strong cause to believe that it stands in great danger; and it behoves 
the Supreme Government not only to take no steps for its abolition, but to 
adopt measures to remove the fears of the people on the subject, for the enter- 
tainment of such fears is not a little injurious. | 


The Kdside Mumbai (60) of the 10th September, in a leader, headed ‘* The 
Policy of the English Government and India,” (which is very obscure in some 


parts, and, therefore, hard to be understood clearly), refers to several items of 


famines like the one which rules at present. (The Jdme Jamsed (44). 
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saws regarding the Turco-Russian war, and, alluding to the t interest 


which it is alleged the Mahomedans of India and Afganistan take in .the result 


of this struggle, considering that the fate of their sacred religion is involved in 


it, earnestly prays the British Government to side with Turkey and fight with 


Russia. 


‘The same states that on the night of the 8th instant about one hundred 
Mahomedans were making some religious ceremonies in house No. 39, near the 
hill to the west of the Lawrence De Lima street, when a policeman came 
and told the assembly to stop the beating of the daf (a kind of drum) and 
threatened to take them prisoners if they did not obey him. The assembly stop- 
ped the drum. But it is strange that this policeman did not stop the sounding 
of the native drums which was going on in a Hindu house in the neighbourhood 
of the house mentioned above. The attention of the Commissioner of Police 
is requested to. this strange conduct of the policeman. 


The same of the 12th September, in a leader, headed ‘**‘ The Permission of 
the British Government and the Condition of India,” states that the present war 
between Turkey and Russia has given birth to about five papers in the Urdu 
language, which is not much used in Bombay. Of these the one called Mukhbar 
Sarur writes beyond due bounds, and it is said the Bombay. Government has 
learnt about the nature of its writings. The police is making inquiries into 
this matter. For its information we state with assurance that the Mahomedan 
inhabitants of this presidency, such as Koknis; Dakhnis, Kachhis, Memons, 
Haldimemons, Khatris, &c., have no sort of connection with that paper, and are 
the loyal subjects of Her Imperial Maj ay They do not even call the pro- 
prietor of that paper into their society. ady the authorities have got some 
information about the writings of this paper through the police, and if Govern- 
ment will examine the issues of it since the 10th May 1877, some of them will 

lainly show that the writer of it incites Mahomedans to go and join the (Turco- 
ussian) war. In its issues of the 10th May and 2nd August it plainly states 
that the British Government has given permission to join the Turks against the 
Russians, and incites the Mahomedans to go, and has published a jihad with 
imprecations on those who do not act according toit. Then, after making a 


_ short quotation from the Mukhbar Sarur (which is unintelligible in parts in its 


famine has proved, beyond every reasonable doubt, the utter an 


present form), the writer goes on to say that only one of the Moulvis who have 
signed the jihad is a resident of Bombay, and the rest are of Hindustan (Upper 
India). The proprietor of that paper is not a resident of Bombay. He is not 


well versed either in English or the Musalmdni learning. He cannot write 


such writings without aid from persons from Hindustan. Why does not the 
Government act upon the suggestions made by the police in regard to this 

r? Has the Government given the people of India permission to go and 
eh against the Russians? If it has not, why does it not get the writer of such 

statements who incite the Mahomedans, punished'according to law? Men 
from Upper India only are connected with this paper, and if any more delay is 
ae in regard to this paper, there is no doubt there will be a rebellion in 

industan. 


The Famine in the Deccan, 


The Native fer (2) of the 9th September, mm an article, headed ‘‘ What 
does the Famine'disclose ?” observes that any great revolution of any kind brings 
to light facts agreeable and disagreeable. It points out to the people their 
defects, and gives them an opportunity to remove them. Let us see what 
things the present famine has disclosed. The revelations made by the famine, 
the Opinion is very sorry to state, are extremely disheartening, and indicate a 
state of the people and the country utterly hopeless. In the first ewe the 


hopeless 


poverty of the common ryots of this country. This fact of the general poverty 
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of the masses has been very widely and for a long time believed by the public. 
But several wrong-headed Europeans persisted in disbelieving it. The deaths 


from starvation during this calamity, of more than half a million of the people, 


have proved the above sceptics to be in error. The famine has commenced to 
tell fearfully even on the middle and upper classes of the Natives. The second 
fact which this famine has brought to light, is the utter helplessness and _spirit- 


- Jessness of the masses. ‘The masses, which were once known to be turbulent 


and prone to make a disturbance on such ‘occasions, have been so thoroughly 
changed in their disposition and have become so tame and spiritless as to starve 


and even die in the very sight of immense quantities of corn. Peacefulness — 


and respect for the law are, no doubt, very praiseworthy qualities in any 
sad 1 but to beso subdued by despair and not to think of making even any 
lawful efforts for self-preservation, is, by no means, a very desirable state. «This 
indicates a state of timidity and ignorance which it is extremely sad to con- 
template. The existence of such a people is useless in the world. The deplor- 
able want of proper and manly spirit is absent not only in the lower classes, 
but even in the higher ones. The latter, it was expected, will do what they 


- can to save their unhappy countrymen from falling victims to the famine. 


But these upper classes have neither spirit, unanimity, fellow-feeling, nor true 


religion needful to undertake and carry out the above work. They have no 


courage to attempt such a perfectly lawful and purely benevolent act as to raise 
a public subscription in at of their famine-stricken brethren, without the con- 
sent of the authorities. It is needless to say what hope there could be of these 
slavish people who vainly call themselves educated, wealthy and public-spirit- 
ed, being ever useful to their country or their less favoured countrymen. In 
short, the loyalty and respect for the law of our people have outstept the due 
bounds of these virtues, and have taken a wrong iconic. The English Gov- 
ernment and the English people can have no respect for such a people. In 
their excessive anxiety for the favour of the earthly Government and its great 
officials, our people seem to have forgotten duty to God, Who is the greatest of 


all sovereigns, and have disregarded His wrath. The article contains some 
more remarks conceived in the same frame of mind. 


The Arunodaya (10) of the 9th September, referring to the statement of His 
Excellency the Viceroy, that as the great work of saving the lives of the millions 
of the ryots from the famine has been undertaken by the Government of India, 
and as that Government will have soon to impose a heavy additional tax on the 
people of this country, to enable it to meet the vast expenditure of this work, 
it is not right that Government should ask the people to subscribe any money 
towards the same end, observes that the view which His Excellency has been 
pleased to take of the matter is, no doubt, very correct ; and if the Government 
would completely and thoroughly do the arduous work it has undertaken, 
the people ought to have no objection to pay the additional tax, and should 
cheerfully submit to the burden imposed upon them for such a noble and 
righteous work. But the actual state is not what is stated above. While Gov- 
ernment professes to have undertaken the work of saving the lives of the famine- 
stricken people, thousands of them are seen to beg from house to house, and 
the people who have anything to spare are gouge to give alms and give 
something in the shape of subscriptions. This they cannot help doing while 
they retain any feeling of humanity. Thus the prope cannot escape paying 
this voluntary tax towards the support of their famine-stricken countrymen. 
About five or six lakhs of people are said to have already died in consequence 
of this famine; and it is difficult to know how many more will have to follow 


them to the same dismal abode. This shows that it impossible for the Govern-) 


ment to do this work of saving the lives of the people from the famine thoroughly. 
Then, why should Government not confess its inability to perform this obvious! 


Sf 
impossible task and be ready to ask the public to help in this noble but arduous 
Work? It is much wiser to confess one’s want of ability freely, than falsely 
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to pretend to possess it. If Government is ashamed to make this confession and 
thinks it beneath its greatness and might to admit its inability to perform such a 
task, let it open its treasure freely, spend the money like water, and prove to the 
world that it can manage the famine without allowing a single soul to die from 
want of food, and then impose any fresh tax it pleases on the people to recou 
dtself. Jf it cannot do this, then it haa no right to talk of a new tax for the wor 
of relieving the people from the famine. If a contractor cannot show that-he 
has thoroughly performed the work contracted for, he has no right to ask for 
yment. (The Karndtak Wartika (34) of the same date also devotes a long 
leader to the discussion of the same subject, and expresses somewhat similar 
views on it.) 


The, same, in an article referring to the great immigration which is 
uring towards Bombay from the famine-stricken districts, observes that the 
anna District, which is so close to Bombay, suffers intensely from these immi- 
grations, and asks the good Collector to start some reliefs works for the benefit 
of these poor people. 


The Rdést Goftdr (46) of the 9th September, in a leader, headed ‘Our 
Unwelcome Visitors,” observes that for the last three weeks the Banyds and 
‘shop-keepers of Bombay have been feeding nearly 5,000 famine refugees twice 
a day at Pinjrdpol, by raising subscriptions er, themselves. The condition 
of these unfortunate persons is very pitiable. Half of them get cooked food, 
and the remaining half uncooked corn. Up to the end of last month there were 
18,825 immigrants from the famine-stricken ae in Bombay, and only 
569 of them have returned to their villages. Though the stream of fresh immi- 
grants is considerably hindered, on Sunday last alone 1,200 immigrants came 
to Bombay. Government has opened hospitals at Panwell, Tanna and Coorla 
for tending the sick and the ailing refugees, and gives them on their becoming 
cured money to return to their native villages. ‘I'his it has done for the sick ; 
but what about the hordes of able-bodied refugees who have poured into Bombay ? 
They have come here in search of work, and the authorities allow them to pass 
by the above-named hospitals as they are able to work. But in Bombay they 
are disappointed at finding no work. They come in health, but soon fall sick. 
Hordes of these men go about the streets begging alms. Some of these get 
food at the Pinjrdpol; but this cannot continue long, and it will create sloth 
and crime in them. More effective measures are required for the relief of these 
unfortunate men. | 


The Yajdién Parast (48) of the 9th September thinks that the transfer of 
the services ‘of General Kennedy from Bombay to Madras is a great loss to the 
former presidency. The General had the whole management of the Deccan 
famine, and he worked willingly and heartily in this arduous business. When 
the Honorable Mr. Hope required on the part of the Government of India that 
small relief-works should be started, General Kennedy fought with him for 
large and extensive remunerative works, and geccnestalty, carried his point. The 
General’s wise and far-sighted management ofthe “ Famine Department” of 
Bombay has saved this presidency from the loss of a good deal of land revenue. 
He has by his District management given satisfaction to the Government and 
to the public ulso. The transfer of the services of such an able officer in the 
present condition of the Bombay Presidency, is a loss to this presidency ; but 
the people of the Madras Presidency are to be congratulated upon their getting 


this officer to manage the famine in that presidency. 


Municipalitees. 


The Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 6th September, but received on | 
the 9th, complains that the Municipal Commissioners of the city of Ahmedabad 
exercise compulsion on a person who wants to rebuild a house, to build it in & 
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certain fashion and of a certain height, ‘and sometimes to buy a piece of land 
in the immediate neighbourhood of the one to be built upon. This they do 
under the alleged authority of Section 30 of the Municipal Act. But from 
exercising such authority injustice happens in the case of poor persons who do 
not possess means to comply with the orders of the Commissioners. The 
Hitechchhu thinks that the object of the legislature cannot be to exercise such 
tyranny on poor persons. ‘The Hitechchhu has been led to make the above 
remarks from the Commissioners compelling some of the persons, whose houses 
' inthe Taliyépol were burnt down by a fire, to buy pieces of land of vacant 
ground in the immediate neighbourhood of their lands. Such compulsion is 
wrong in the vase of poor persons, and it becomes the more so when it is exer- 
ciséd+in the case of persons who have been visited with the great misfortune of 
their houses being burnt down by a fire. _The wise and discreet Secretary of 
the Municipality is requested to obtain a roper interpretation of the section 
from legal advisers, and place it before the Municipal Commissioners, and, by this 
means, to relieve the poor from the injustice from which they suffer. 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchar (43) of the 14th September, in 
mentioning a fire which occurred on the early morning of the 13th instant in 
the bazar at Bandora, complains that the municipality of that town had no fire- 
engine of its own. On the occasion above mentioned it had to get the loan of 
a small fird-engine which the fishermen of Dandi, a village two miles from 
Bandora, have purchased for their own use. 


The Ahmedabad Saméchdr (53) of the 5th September, but received on 
the 13th, charges the executive Municipal officers of Ahmedabad, such as 
inspectors, sepoys and even the Secretary, with getting up false cases of Munici- 
pal offences. The Honorary Magistrate and the (District?) Magistrate saw 
defects in several complaints brought by these officers, and dismissed those cases. 
In a case now going on before the Honorary Magistrate even the Secretary has 
made a false deposition! The Samdchdr requests the Honorary Magistrate not 
to place implicit faith in the evidence given by the Municipal officers named | 
above, and punish people on their testimony alone. 


A correspondent of the Bhomiyo (61) of the 5th September, but received 
on the 9th, complains of the accumulation of dirt and filth and of the dimness of 


the lights in the lanes and bye-lanes of the town of Surat, and requests the Cor- 
poration to remove these complaints. | 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Offive of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 18th September 1877, 
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The Public Administration. 


A correspondent of the Native Opinion (2) of the 16th.September, writing 
from Sholépur, states that at Sholdpur persons who, under the goading influence 
of hunger, commit small thefts, are punished with flogging. This mode of 
punishment is evidently very cruel towards those who are already half-starved 


from the famine. The good District Magistrate is requested to prohibit this 
objectionable mode of punishment. | 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 17th September also devotes a pretty long 
leader to the notice of the alleged cruel punishment inflicted by Mr. Sharp of 
Bellary, on some wretched, famished Natives who were charged with stealing a 
little corn, and makes remarks and suggestions on the subject, very similar to 
those which appeared on this subject in the last number of the Indu Prakash, 


and which were more fully noticed in the last weekly report on the Native 
Papers. | 


The Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 12th September, but received on the 16th, 
in an article, headed “‘ A Robbery,” gives an account of a great and extensive 
robbery,:said to have been accompanied with grievous hurt and even murder, 
which was committed on the 8rd instant, in the house of one named Withal 
Babaji Garwdre in Kolegaum, in the Taluka of Kardd, in the Satara District. 
The house was completely plundered, and property worth about ten or twenty 
thousands of rupees was carried away. A similar case is also said to have 
occurred in Sdngwi, in the Khéndpur Taluka. Cases of highway robbery are 
alse reported. Government and its officers are urgently requested to take effec- 
tual measures to put down this serious evil without delay. 


The Belgaum Samdchér (12) of:the 17th September also condemns’ the idea 


of imposing a new tax on the people in such a time of dire distress as the pre- 
sent, when they have been suffering from such a great exhaustion, and asks 


Government to turn its attention to reducing its expenditure rather than to any 
fresh taxation. jetniat 


The Arunodaya (10) of the 16th September, in an article, headed “‘ Govern- 
ment and the Aid to the Famine-stricken People,” after referring to the view of 
His Excellency the Viceroy that, as the Government of India has undertaken 
the work of saving the famine-stricken people, and as it may impose a new tax 
to enable it to meet the expenditure incurred for this work, it cannot ask the 
Indian public to subscribe to the same work, observes that this view looks out- 
wardly very good and merciful; but when one ponders over it one is led to 
curious surmises. Our Government being foreign cannot, it is but natural, have 
any great sympathy for the misery of the people of thiscountry, Government, 

owever, seems desirous to impress those who may survive this great crisis, 
with an idea that they owe their lives to the liberality of the Government only, 
and not to the sympathy and fellow-feeling of their own,countrymen. Then, 


referring to the idea of imposing a fresh tax on the people, the writer observes 


that, the famine has reduced even the well-to-do people to an utter ruin and 
_ poverty, and to impose on them a new burden is an act as cruel as that of a 

butcher. Properly speaking, Government should manage this famine and save 
the lives of the people from a portion of the immense money it has been accu- 
mulating so long by extorting it from the ryots. 


The Dharwar Writt (26) of the 13th September, butreceived on the 17th, con- 
tains a communication, the writer of which gives a free translation of the speech 
made by R4w Bahddur Gopdlréw Hari Deshmukh, the Joint Judge of Tanna, on 
the occasion when he was publicly presented with a sanad from the Govern- 
ment of India, conferring on Boa the title of Raw Bahadur for . life as a personal 


distinction for the good services he has done to the State, and observes that this 
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speech of Mr. Deshmukh deserves to be widely known and attentively read, as 
a sincere expression of the opinion of an edycated and thoughtful Native gen- 
tleman of mature age on the policy of the British Government of India. The 
speech very wisely and ably sets forth the excellent features of that policy, and 
freely acknowledges the great and imperishable benefits which the benign Bri- 
tish Rule has conferred on this great and ancient country. 


The A’rya Warta (36) of the 15th September, but received on the 18th, in 
an article continued from a previous number, makes adverse remarks on the 
Revenue Jurisdiction Act, lately passed by the Government of India. The 
writer does not see any just cause why the people of the Konkan and Guzerat 
only should have exemption from the operation of Clause 4 of this Act, and 
why the people of the other districts of this presidency should be subjected to 
this provision. The important fact that the former came under the British 
Government through a treaty and the latter by conquest, does not appear to 
the writer a circumstance justifying the above distinction. He also does not 
know why Government is so unwilling to submit to the decisions of its own 
Courts of Law, and wishes to be a judge in its own cause. Then, referring to 
the cases of the kulkarnis of about two hundred villages of the talukas of 
Sindkhera and Nandurbédr, of the Khandesh District, the writer states that, 
a question was started in 1845 whether these kulkarnis were or were not watan- 
drs in the proper sense of the word, and it has been under dispute since that 
time. Some years ag0: Mr. Ashburner, when Collector of Khandesh, decided the 
question against the kulkarnis. The decision was upheld both by the Revenue 
Commissioner and by the Bombay Government; but the kulkarnis are not 
satisfied with it, and believe themselves to be wronged. One of them brought 
a civil action against the Collector in the District Court of Khandesh, but the 
District Judge has ruled that the suit was excluded by the Revenue Jurisdiction 
Act ; and an appeal, it is said, has been made to the High Court. The writer 
thinks that true justice and fair play require that persons who have or believe 
that they have claims against Government, should have access to an independ- 
ent tribunal for the final trial of those claims. 


The same, in another article, headed “ The Realization of the Land Revenue 
in the Khandesh District,” notices, as its contemporary the Khandesh Waibhaw 
(18) has done in.a previous week, the alleged harsh mode in which the land 
revenue in the said district was levied, and the disregard shown to the hard 
circumstances of the cultivators and to the promises given to them by the local 
authorities. The writer accuses the authorities of exercising deception and 
tyranny, and Government of conniving at these offences committed by its sub- 
ordinates. Government has not only connived at this objectionable conduct of 
those officials, but has also praised them very highly for it! 


The Guzerat Mitra (42) of the 16th September, recommends the appoint- 
ment of an additional First Class Magistrate in the Kaira Zillah. Compared to 
its territorial area, this zillah contains a large population and yields a good deal 
of revenue. The number of crimes conainisted in it is also 1a e. For these 
reasons the zillah has been divided into a larger number of talukas than are 
made of other districts. There is not, howevér, a sufficient number of First 
Class Magistrates to suit the above circumstances. A First Class Magistrate has 
under his charge several talukas. He has also the revenue and municipal work 
todo. He has to move in the different talukas of his charge, and while doing 
80 the work of some of the talukas must lag behind, and the people who have busi- 
ness with him must go to him at long distances. To remove these inconveniences 
there is need of more First Class Magistrates. After thus showing the want, 
the Mitra recommends the appointment of such a Magistrate for the taluka of 
Kapadwanj by itself. Most of the talukas of the Kaira District are bordering 
upon the railway line. Kapadwanj is in the extreme north of the district, is 
more than twenty-five miles distant from the railway line, and is far more dis- 
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tant from the sadar station of the district. The taluka is surrounded by 
Mewé4si villages which are largely inhabited by Bhils, who now and then com- 
mit a large number of crimes. These reasons make it desirable that there 
should be a First Class Magistrate in this taluka. The Mitra then recommends 
that the Subordinate Judge of the taluka may be clothed with the powers of a 
First Class Magistrate. | | 

The Jéme Jamsed (44) of the 17th September and some other Gujardti 
papers of the week published at the presidency, express great satisfaction with 
the appointment of Mr. Dosdbhaéi Frémji Kard4ké as an Additional Member of the 
Bombay Legislative Council. They are rejoiced to find that Mr. Kardk4’s im- 


portant services to Government and to the public have been rewarded by Gov- 
ernment by his appointment as a Councillor. 


The Jéme Jamsed (44) of the 19th September also makes the observation 
hat, the famines which have appeared in different parts of India in the last 


. decade destroying thousands of human beings, and costing the State krors of 


ye for the mitigation of their miseries, point out the lesson that this calamity 
visit the country at times. This lesson ought not to be forgotten, and 
measures for mitigating the evils of such calamities ought to be taken as a pre- 
caution, The Jéme Jamsed then proceeds tq suggest these measures. It . 
ports the suggestion made by the London Times that, an annual sum from the 
revenues of the country should be set apart to form a fund for expenditure on 
famines. The Jdme Jamsed also repeats the frequently-made recommendation 
to make canal irrigation throughout the country wherever it is possible. En- 
couragement and support should be given by the State to the cultivators to sink 
wells, and dig tanks where canal irrigation is not possible. The writer also 
makes the old suggestion that the State should, like the old Native kings, possess 
large stores of grain for using them in times of famines, 


The Rést Goftér (46) of the 16th September, in a short leader, headed 


_ The Temptations of a Viceroy,” ‘observes that Lord Lytton who had hitherto 


kept himself aloof from pomp and pageantry in his consolatory tour through the 
famine-stricken districts, has at last allowed himself to be tempted by them. 
His Lordship has permitted a pompous reception of himself at Bangalore, where, 
according to His Lordship’s own minute, the famine rages with the greatest 
rigor, and similar arrangements are to be made at Poona on the return of the 
Viceroy to that city. His Lordship has undertaken the long journey to afford 
consolation, help, and advice to the unfortunate ryots and to the hard-working 
officials of the places where hundreds of the famine-stricken people are dying 


daily, and had hitherto observed in this sad, but-necessary, work a becoming 


vity, the appearance of which was particularly needed in the Native State of 
ysore, 


The Yajdan Parast (48) of the 16th September observes that the financial 
management of the last decade has made a large hole in the'®xchequer of India. 
The Orissa famine of 1866, the North-West Provinces famine of 1869, the Ben- 

famine of 1874, and the Bombay and Madras famines of 1876 and of 1877 
ave each of them consumed a large portion of the revenues, and have brought 
& great pecuniary exhaustion and suffering on the country. It is discreet, there- 
fore, to set apart from the annual revenues of India, a sum sufficient to meet the 
calamity whenever it befalls the country. Every annual budget should make 


_ & provision for it, and it should never be allowed to be diverted to any other 


purpose in years in which the country is fortunate to be free from the calamity. 


___ The same, like some of its contemporaries whose observations on the sub- 
ject have been noticed in the last weekly report, wishes that the universall 


condemned income-tax may not be revived, to make up the large deficit which 


will be caused by the Bombay and the Madras famines of last and this year. 
In addition to this tax being very distasteful to the people, all classes of the 
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population have suffered and are suffering much from the dearness of food; and 
to them the income-tax would, if imposed, be unbearably heavy. The Parast, 
therefore, humbly prays His Excellency the Viceroy to think of some other 


means than this tax to make up the deficit. 


The Kdside Mumbai (60) of the 17th September contains a rambling com- 
munication, headed ‘‘ The Particular Excellence of His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor,” the writer of which does not like the great praise bestowed on the 
Parsis by His ag pry the Governor, at a public meeting held a few weeks 
ago in the Town Hall of Bombay, to concert measures for the purpose of raising 
a memorial to the memory of the late Sir Jamsetji Jijibhoy, Bart. After making 
a few remarks apn eT to the Parsis, the writer observes that Englishmen 
praise the Pdrsis so highly, because the latter are engaged in the wicked trade 
of selling liquor and the former derive profit from it at the ruin of the Native 

opulations. His Excellency has far-sightedly praised the Parsis for ther 
Liralty, and the praisé is, ironically observes the writer, believable, because for 
twelve hundred years they were despised by India, Persia, and Arabia, and 
under the English Government they receive a good character and honour. But 
it is a wonder that His Excellency seems to have lost confidence in the Natives. 
But the number of the Pérsis is not so large as to show that, leaving the Natives 


aside in the matter of the security of the British Government, they alone can be 
depended upon. 


The same of the 19th September disapproves of the Bill now pending be- 
fore the Bombay Legislature for prohibiting the plying of boats for hire on the 
river TApti for one mile on each side of the new bridge on that river. The 
Kiside supports the objection taken by the Honourable Mr. Sordbji Shapurji 
Bengali to the Bill that, the measure, if passed, would be a great hardship to 
the poor classes which cannot afford to pay the toll levied on the bridge. This 
objection ought to be allowed by the Council, for it would be a great injustice 
to compel those who are unable to pay the toll on the bridge, to go over the 
bridge and make the payment. The Kédside hopes the Council will reject the Bill. 


The Famine in the Deccan. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 16th September, in an article, headed “ The 
Famine and the Government,” observes that, as the famine has disclosed certain 
facts in connection with the condition and character of the people, the calamity 
brings to light certain facts about the policy of Government mo The former 
facts were noticed in the preceding number of the Native Opinion, and the pre- 
sent article is devoted to the notice of the latter. The writer freely admits, at 
the outset, that the present Government of this country is a civilized, enlight- 
ened, and mighty Government, and it is but natural, and as a matter of course 
that, the people Soi under such a Government should be happy and enjoy a 
certain amount of liberty. As a matter of fact, they do enjoy under this Gov- 
ernment. several blessings which they could never hope to obtain under an 
ignorant and unskilful Government. The people are quite aware of these bene- 
fits, and are deeply grateful for them. Men, however, do not cease to be men, 
however sivilined and enlightened they be. They can never forget the distinc- 
tion between ‘ mine and thine’, nor can they be infallible. And not to escape 
these imperfections inseparable from human nature, can never be regarded as a 
great fault in any men or nations. After these prelimin observations, the 
Opinion remarks that the first thing it would point out as disclosed by the pre- 
sent famine in the policy of Government, is the fickleness and undue love of 
money ofour rulers. In the late Orissa and R4jputana famines Government re- 
pudiated the notion that it was any way bound to protect the starving ryots 


from the horrors of a famine, and allowed millions of persons to die. In 1874, 


on the occasion of the last Bengal famine, this notion was changed and the Gov- 


ernment of Lord Northbrook recognized it as its duty to save the lives of the 
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famine-stricken ryots, and spent an enormous sum of six krors of rupees to bring 
about that great and noble work. On the occasion of the present famine the 
notions of Government on this subject have again undergone a sudden and 
great change, and a rigid economy has again taken the place of warm enthusiasm 
and of a lively sympathy with the sufferings of the victims of the calamity. 
Several millions of people have died, and many more have become so exhausted 
as to have become permanently disabled. The second fact the Opinion would 
notice, is a deterioration in foresight and a proper appreciation of the true in- 
terests of the State in the present administrators. It is true that, a sound state 
of the treasury is one of the essentials of a good and strong Government ; but it 
is equally true that, the ryots of a State must live and be able to pay the taxes 
to all up its treasury. Butthe rigorous over-economy which our Goce is 
showing in dealing with the famine, is a suicidal course, inasmuch as it will 
ruin the ryots and, thereby, seriously injure the interests of the State. Here 
the writer refers to inadequate wages and insufficient rations ; to the harsh 
rules laid down for admitting the ryots to the relief works; to the excessiveness 
of the land-tax ; to the reduction of the number of instalments in which 
it is to be paid; to the unwillingness of Government to give remissions 
even when the crops have utterly failed and a famine devastates the country ; 
and to an equal unwillingness to make advances to the cultivators who are un- 
able to go on with the cultivation of their land without a loan. The third thing 
noticed by the writer, is the aversion of Government to reduce its expenses to 
make both the sides of the account balance each other and its readiness to resort 
to fresh taxation in such a dire time, to bring about the above end. 


The same, in another article, headed ‘‘ The Famine and the Viceregal 
Tour,” observes that it would have been well if the the Viceroy, instead of im- 
plicitly relying on the the accounts of the local officials regarding the famine, 
were personally to visit such districts as Shold4pur and Kalddgi and see with his 


_ own eyes how the ryots are faring there. The writer also views with much 


misgiving the appointment of Major-General Kennedy, as the personal assistant 
of the Governor of Madras, and the supreme manager of the famine of that 
presidency. The unaccountable unwillingness of Government to convene public 
meetings for raising subscriptions in aid of the famine-stricken, is once more 
denounced as a great and serious mistake on the part of the authorities. Much 
of what is written in this and the preceding article is a repetition of what has 
already appeared in the Native Press, and which has been noticed more than 
once in these weekly summaries. 


The Kalpataru (17) of the 16th September, in noticing the recent visit of 

His Excellency Sir Richard Temple to Shold4pur, observes that His Excellency 
prcsonally visited all the streets of the town, great and small, and has made 
imself acquainted with the real condition of the famine-stricken people of this 
unhappy pecs ; and for this laborious and patient work His Excellency is en- 
titled to the deepest gratitude of the people. The people were not very hopeful 
of this visit leading to any real benefit to the famine-stricken; but they have 
been agreeably deceived in their surmise, formed evidently from the known 
attitude of His Excellency towards the victims of this famine. His Excellency, 
says the writer, made very careful enquiries as to the causes of such a sad con- 
dition of the sufferers ; and is said not to have been satisfied with the reasons 
given to account for it. He has ordered the local authorities to start as many 
relief works as needful, and save the people from starvation. The writer is 
very glad to notice this good change in the views of His Excellency, and attri- 
butes it to the visit of His Excellency the Viceroy to these famine-strieken | 
provinces. The writer hopes that the local authorities will give full effect to 
the humane orders of the Government, and makes some general suggestions 
which have nothing in them to call for fuller notice here. 


‘The same, in another place, states that’ Government and the local Relief 
Fund Committee of Sholépur distribute corn to the helpless poor ; and the writer 
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having heard complaints about some of the peons entrusted with the work of 
admitting the relief-seekers to the place of distribution extorting small bribes 
of three and six pies from these wretched people, went purposely to the place, 
in order to ascertain what truth there was in the above complaint. The writer 
came across two or three persons among the relief-seekers who had brought 
with them pies to be given to the peons. He brought the case to the notice of 
the managers, who, instead of inflicting any punishment on the corrupt peons, 
deprived the bribe-givers of their tickets. The attention of the Huzur Deputy 
Collector is forcibly drawn to this subject, and he is requested to enquire into 
the alleged corruption of the peons, and to bring to a condign punishment these 
wicked harpies. 


Municipalities. 


The Ahmedabad Samdchér (53) of the 12th September, but received on the 
18th, complains that the Inspectors and the Secretary of the Ahmedabad Muni- 
cipality make great delay, sometimes for months together, before they give 
permission to persons to repair their houses and other buildings. These officials 
sometimes give oral orders for the permission, and then deny having issued 
any such orders. A case is quoted in which the writer of the article had to 
suffer great inconvenience from such conduct of these officials. He also states 
that the President and the Honorary Magistrate have dismissed several com- 
plaints falsely made by these officers. 


Native States. 


The Dnydn Sagar (32) of the 17th September, in a long leader, headed 
“ The Famine Management of the Kolhapur State,” observes that there is a 
rumour that, when His Excellency Sir Richard Temple was recently at Kolhé- 
pur, he expressed his dissatisfaction with the management of the present famine. 
But the real fact is that, the authorities of Kolhaépur have managed the famine 
a great deal better than the authorities of Ahmednagar, Poona, Sholdpur, 
Kalédgi, Belgaum, Dharwar, and other districts under the direct management 
of the British Government. The writer then givesa brief account of what 
the Political Agent, Colonel Schneider, has done, and praises very heartily that 
gallant officer for the great pains he has taken to save the people committed to 
his care from the horrors of the famine. 


The Guzerat Mitra.(42) of the 16th September opens with a short leader, 
headed, ‘* The Sad Condition of Nawdnagar.” That this State has obtained a 
loan of two lakhs of rupees at six per cent. interest from the State of Gondal and 
thinks of taking a further loan of four lakhs from the State of Morvi, are facts 
which prove that Nawdnagar is in asad plight. The Mitra mentioned in its 
last issue some of the causes which have brought the State to such a condition ; 
for instance, that the ladies of the Zenana and the dancing girls of Kélubha spend 
lakhs of rupees in building masjids and temples. The State is steeped in great 
debt, and the abovementioned loans appear to be a portion of the loan of 15 lakhs 
of rupees which was intended to be obtained from the Bombay Bank. The 
Mitra once more advises the authorities of the State to make reductions in the 
thoughtless expenses of the State, and to avoid the necessity of raising new loans. 


The sdme has heard that several grain-dealers of Bilimora mixed with some 


_ Corn “ poisonous kodar4,” a kind of grain, and the consumers of the mixed corn 


were seized with tremblings. A woman of the neighbouring village of Wagrej 
18 said to have died from having used the corn. The Foujdar (of Bilimora) does 
hot appear to have made any enquiries into this matter which had reached his » 
eee The Subha of Nawsdri is requested to make due enquiries into this serious 

matter. | ) 
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‘A ran wma of the Kdside Mumbai (60) of the 17th September com- 


plains that a Khérw4 woman, who was about six months ago converted to Ma- 
homedanism, has been unjustly detained in confinement by the Foujdar of 
Pitan for a long time in the Jumé Masjid of Verdwal. The Hindu husband of 
the woman has laid a complaint that, his wife has stolen ornaments of his; and 
though a long time has elapsed since the complaint was made, the foujdér has 
not yet given his decision, and the poor woman leads a lingering life in confine- 
ment. ‘The writer prays Jamdddr Sdéle Mahomed, an officer of the Nawab of 
Junégarh, to obtain the release of the unfortunate woman. 


Miscellaneous. 


The Dnydn Prakash (3) of the 20th September, in a long leader, headed 
“The Hindu Feeling about the (Turko-Russian) War,” states that the Natives 
of India, not only Mahomedans but Hindus as well, heartily sympathize with 
the Turks, and wish them success in the struggle which is now going on be- 
tween them and the Russians. The feeling of the Hindus in favour of the Turks 
appears to be a great mystery to Englishmen, and they cannot account for it. 
They say that the sympathy of the Mahomedan population of India for the 
Turks is intelligible, on the ground of religion and history, But neither of 
these grounds exist in the case of the Hindus to account for the sympathy in 
question. ‘T'o the writer in the Dnydn Prakdsh, however, the grounds of this 
feeling appear ~_ plain. Firstly, the Hindus think that Russia is a natural 
enemy of England, and, therefore, it is their enemy also. Notwithstanding the 
contrary views of a small section headed by Mr. Gladstone, the general feeling of 
the people of England is also hostile to Russia. It is true that the people of India 
are not without their grievances and complaints under the British rule; still they 
are fully sensible of the numerous great and important blessings they have al- 
ready obtained and of the many more they have good reasons to hope to obtain 
in the course of time under this wise rule, and, therefore, very naturally wish for 
its continuance. They fully believe that their well-being and prosperity are 
indissolubly connected with those of England, and, therefore, wish success to a 
cause in the success of which England is interested. . This feeling of the Natives 
is thoroughly loyal and, therefore, creditable to themselves and very flattering 
to their English rulers. The second ground of the Native sympathy for the 
Turks, is the justice of their cause. Russia is notoriously an aggressive power. 
Its policy is guided by a guilty greed and an unjustifiable desire of universal 
conquest, ‘The sympathy it shows to the oppressed Christians of Bulgaria and 
other provinces of Turkey, is a mere sham set forth to cover guilty ambition. 
Russia is ready to swallow up States, both Christian and Makeastak, as is proved 
oY the fate of Poland and other Christian kingdoms which she has absorbed. 
She is not less cruel or barbarous than Turkey, as her past history shows. The 
Natives know all this, and, therefore, they cannot wish any success to such an 
unrighteous power. The third ground of the Native sympathy for the Turks 
is that, they are an Asiatic power, and the unexpected and brillant deeds of 
valor and military skill with which the despised Turks have been astonishing 
the world and extorting the admiration of the great countries of Europe, 
naturally excite a sympathetic feeling in the hearts of the Natives, who also are 
Asiatics and fee] pride in the good fortune of a nation of their own continent. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, ‘ 
Poona, 25th September 1877. 
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The Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 24th September, in an article, headed ‘* The 
Native States and Russian Craftiness,” observes that the Native Printves and 
Chiefs may behave as loyally as they can, and may give many and frequent 

roofs of their sincere devotion and fidelity to the English Government; yet 


it seems they are never to escape the misfortune of being suspected of disloyalty 


and of hatching treasonable plots of driving the English from this country. For 
the English Government always judges of the Native Princes from self- 
experience,—that is, as the English Government feels no scruple in lowering 
them in the eyes of the people or in diminishing their old rights and privileges, in. 
order to gain its own objects, it may, naturally, believe that the Native princes 
also must be acting towards it in the same unscrupulous and selfish manner. 
Had it not been so, we would not have heard so often and so much about the 
suspected loyalty of the Native Princes in the English newspapers. If the 
English Government, which publicly professes that the Native States are its 
strong props, inwardly entertains feelings of suspicion and jealousy towards those 
States regarding their armies, their movements, &c., it is no wonder that its 
rivals and enemies, the Russians, should try to strengthen that suspicion in its 
mind, by false proofs of the treasonable conduct of the Native Chiefs. With 
these preliminary remarks, the Indu Prakdsh refers to the news which recently 
appeared in the Times of India and in some of the London papers, stating that 
the India Office has obtained evidence showing that Russian agents are trying 
to incite not only the Amir of Cabul, but even some of the Mardthé Chiefs living 
in the very heart of British India, such as Sindia and Holkar, against the English 
Government ; and attributes this astonishing news to the daring craftiness of 
the Russians trying to play on the credulity of the British Government. The 
writer then refers to a letter signed “ A Truth-teller,” which lately appeared in 
the Times of India, and which confirms the above-mentioned view of this matter. 
The Indu Prakdsh hopes that the wise English Government will not allow itself 


to be deceived by such stratagems of Russia to the prejudice of its loyal Native 
feudatory Princes. 


The same, referring to the nomination of Mr. Dos4bhdi Frdémji to a seat in 
the Bombay Legislative Council, observes that this nomination, at first sight, 


“ta satisfactory ; for Mr. Dosdbhdi is known to be a gentleman of ability, 
— indu 


stry, and experience. But, as he is more fond of gaining the good graces of 
the authorities than of independence, it is rather difficult to say how far his 
appointment will prove beneficial to the interests of the people. Again, there 
is already one Parsi gentleman in the Council, and there was no need of nomi- 
nating one more from the same community. Our feaders also remember that 
Mr. Dosébhai was one of the chief, active, and staunch supporters of the extra- 
vagant regimé of Mr. Crawford, the late Municipal Commissioner of Bombay. 
It is, therefore, not necessary to say how far he will exert himself in advocatin 

the interests of the people in the Legislative Council. Moreover, Mr. Dosd&bhai — 
is the first Native official who has ever been nominated to the Legislative 
Council ; and it is very probable that he will vote with his European official 
colleagues, Thus, there will be more Government Members in the Council. 


(The Swadesh Mitra (30) of the same date also expresses similar views on this 
nomination). ‘ 


The same observes that the new Civil Procedure Code, or Act X. of 1877, 
which is to supersede Act VIII. of 1859, is to come into force on the Ist Octo- 
ber; but as the new Act is large, intricate, and difficult, and as the Vernacular 
translations of it have come before the public only a few days ago, the Act 
cannot be reasonably expected to be properly understood by the judicial officers, 
the Vakils and the public generally, who are not acquainted with the English — 
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- Janguage, in so short a time. Government is, therefore, earnestly requested to 
defer the date of bringing this Aet into force still further, and give the people 
reasonable time to master it well before it is brought into force. 


The Dnydn Prakash (3) of the 24th September, in a long leader, headed 
‘‘ Morality in Politics,” after referring to the different views of the different 
parties of English politicians on the Eastern question, and particularly to those 
of the Duke of Argyll, as expressed by His Grace in a recent number of the Con- 
temporary Review, observes that while expressing those views His Grace does 
not seem'to have thought of the question in all its bearings, The Duke says, 
“when a set ae! is governed by foreign rulers, whose number is very small 
compared with that of their subjects, and who differ from their subjects in 
religion, nationality, and language, the people of such country ought to be 
helped by the people of other countries professing the same religion, in making 
a rebellion against their foreign rulers ; and in proportion as this fear of their 
subjects receiving help from their co-religionists of other nations diminishes, 
the foreign rulers become more and more tyrannical and oppressive. This fear 
is a wholesome check, and ought to exist in the case of all Governments, and 
especially in that of foreign ones, however well administered they may be.” 
But would His Grace like the idea of the Indian subjects of the British Gov- 
ernment being encouraged and helped to rebel against that Government by 
any foreign people? Would he also allow that the check he recommends in 
the case of ‘Turkey is equally wholesome and necessary in the case of British 
India? The Dnydén Prakdsh does not think that His Grace would answer the 
above questions in the affirmative. It is not the object of the present article to 
discuss the propriety or otherwise of the above questions in connection with 
India. Its object is only to point out one more instance of the universal 
weakness of human nature, of viewing the same matter in opposite lights when 
_ it concerns one’s-self and when it concerns others. 


The Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 19th September, but received on the 23rd, 
in an article, headed “ A Fearful Charge against the Mardthé Chiefs,” after 
giving a free translation of the passages which have appeared in the Times of 
India and in some of the Home papers, stating that Russian emissaries are 
trying to excite not only the Amir of Cabul, but even some of the great Chiefs 
ruling’ in the very heart of India itself, such as Sindia and Holkar, to rise 
against the British Government in case it goes to war with Russia; points out 
the utter improbability and the consequent absurdity of such an event as 
Russian agents getting access to Mardthé Chiefs, and breathing into their ears 
treasonable proposals without the Political Department of the Government 
knowing of them at once, and of the Chiefs being so blind as to rush into 
certain and inevitable ruin and death. The writer attibutes this preposterous 
rumour to the anti-native feeling of those Englishmen, in whose eyes the 


ae Native States are great sores, or to the excessive fears of the Russo- 
phobists. 


The Subodha Patrikd (25) of the 23rd September also joins other Vernacular 
vp in expressing its strong disapprobation of the ‘“ Masters and {Servants 
ul,” now lying before the Legislative Council of India, and asserts that the 
proposed measure is not only uncalled for, but highly calculated to lead to much 
confusion, inconvenience, and annoyance. The Guvarnnta is requested to 
give up this useless and unwise attempt. apa 


_ The Shiwdji (28) of the 21st September, but received on the 28th, in an 
article, headed *‘ The Mahomedans of India and the Turko-Russian War, ” 
after alluding to the sympathy evinced by the Indian Musalmans in behalf of 
their co-religionists, the ar ks, by raising public subscriptions for the benefit 


of the wounded Turkish soldiers, observes that Turkey is not less in want of ' 
fighting-men than of money, and, therefore, she would be very glad to get 
recruits as well as money from India. It is true that the British Government 


2N P 29—9 


He 
aa 


" 


mi 


+h 
ty th uf 


Ca 
¥ 
oe 


> 


a 


tye a | ee . 


' notices, with disapprobation, the Bill now lying before the Bombay 


5 


has proclaimed its neutrality in this war, and it has, accordingly, prohibited its 
subjects joining either of the belligerents; yet this prohibition does not seem 
to have been enforced very rigorously. Several Englishmen are said to have 
entered the Turkish army ; and if the Indian Musalmans express their wish to do 
the same, they may, perhaps, be permitted todo so. They may, at all events, 
sound the Government on the subject. If some thousands of the Indian Musal- 
mans go to Turkey as soldiers, it will be a sensible relief to over-populated 
India. , 


The Swadesh Mitra (30) of the 20th September, but received on the 23rd, 
also, in a short leader headed ‘‘ A New mode of Government Oppression, ” 
Fagalitive 
Council, proposing to impose a new tax on the boats which ply within three 
miles on either side of the bridge newly built on the river Tapti at Surat, and 
thereby to compel the people to use that bridge, and to pay the toll put on it. The 
Bill goes so far even as to propose to prohibit persons from swimming from one 
shore of the river to the other, within that distance. The measure is sure to 
be denounced everywhere as purely tyrannical and unjust. It is one of the 
duties of a good Ratennin to construct useful public works; but to compel 
people to use them, that they (the works) may prove financially profitable to. 
Government, is an act which inevitably brings a stain on the good name of that 
Government. (The Guzerat Mitra (43) and the Rast Goftdr (47) of the 23rd 
September, and the Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 27th September, also condemn the 
above-mentioned measure on the same grounds.) © 


The A’rya Warta (86) of the 22nd September, but received on the 25th, 
in @ short para., headed “ Will the District Magistrate give attention to this 
Matter ?” states that one Gopdlrdw Bhagawdnrdw was fined by the Magistrate 
of Erandol in a case of family dispute. The poor man, even after the pay- 
ment of the fine, was obliged to remain causelessly under confinement for three 
days. When the convict made a petition to the jailer, and paid the fine over 
again, he obtained his release. Thus the convict was obliged to pay the same 
fine twice,—once to the Magistrate, and once to the j ‘Ter. On inquiry the 
writer learned that it was the mistake of the Magistrate. This is too big a 
mistake to be committed in everyday’s routine work. 


The Jdéme Jamsed (45) of the 22nd September, but received on the 24th, 
prays Government to pass a law for preventing frauds in articles of human food. 
t observes. that during the days of the present famine which rages over 
80 extensive a part of ee: ndia, all articles of food have considerably 
risen in prices; and, as‘in the case of cotton in the time of the last American 
War, great frauds are committed in corn and other articles of food. To prevent 
successfully these frauds, which have a bad effect on health, often endangering 
life itself, there is great need of a special law on the subject. Such a law may 


be considered by some as not required for ordinary times; but in these days 


of famine prices, its need cannot be disputed. Recently, when cholera raged 
in Bombay, the Health Officer stated that the principal cause of it was bad 
water. ‘lhe Jdéme Jamsed then observed that bad water may be a cause, but 
there were other principal causes, to the removal of which also the Health Officer 
should direct his attention. Rotten and bad flesh, rotten fish, rotten and bad 
grain mixed with good corn, stale and rotten vegetables and fruit, bad ghee 
and oil, and other bad articles of consumption were sold; and unless their sale 
was effectually prohibited, cholera in Bombay would not be completely removed 
by the removal of other causes. But the Health Officer does not seem to ‘have 
paid any attention to this suggestion. The Jdme Jamsed next mentions a case, 
in which some Pérsi gentlemen, residing at Bandora, found in their food bad 
ghee, which brought on purging, and took this ghee to the Health Officer for 
examination: Dr. Weir ought to have examined this ghee, discovered the 
fraud, and got the perpetrator of the fraud punished by law. But it is said 


that the Health Officer told the Pérsi gentleman who took the ghee to him that 
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he (Dr. Weir) had no legal authority to prevent frauds being committed in. 


ghee ; and, if he discovered a fraud, he could not prosecute the ghee-seller ; he 
would therefore send the article to the Assistant Bazdr-master for examination. 
The Jdme Jamsed does not know what has come out of this reference to the 


Assistant Bazér-master. It thinks that the Health Officer should have personally . 
examined the ghee, or should have satisfied himself about it by getting the 


Chemical Analyser to Government to examine it. If he had done so, he would 
have been able to discover frauds in the ghee, and would have been encouraged 
to make inquiries regarding other articles of food. ‘These inquiries would have 
led to the discovery of frauds, the prevention of which would have been highly 


- beneficial to the public health. 


The Akhbdre Sowddgar (46) of the 25th September — with a leader, 


headed ‘*‘ The Policy of Government in regard to the forwarding of grain to the © 


Famine Districts, and the inconveniences created by the arrangements made by 


_ the Railway Companies in this matter.’”’ All the grain required for consumption 


in the famine-stricken districts of Southern India is supplied from the: districts 
of Bengal and Northern India, and is carried to those parts by the railway. 
The railways, however, did not do this work satisfactorily; and the Govern- 


ment of India had to order these Companies to do no other work than supplying 


corn to the famine-stricken distticts. The ‘order of the Government was, no 
doubt, just.and humane, as it was made in the interest of human beings who were 
suffering from great privations, and would die for want of food. But it does not 
seem that Government has given its attention to the important question as to 
how long this order was to be enforced.” The railways are engaged principally 
im supplying corn to the famine-stricken districts of the Madras Presidency. 
And there was nothing objectionable in this exclusive work, so long as the 
monsoon lasted, and Madras could not be supplied with corn by way of the sea 
during that season. The monsoon is now nearly over, and the native craft now 
goto sea. And yet the railway is not relieved from, and ships are not en- 
couraged to do, the work of carrying grain to Madras. The consequence of this is, 


that the railway cannot carry to Bombay from the interior articles of export 
and local. commerce, and the trade of Bombay has become very dull. For the 


revival of the trade of the capital of Western India, and for supplying corn by 
cheap carriage, which work ships can do better, it is desirable that the railway 
should be relieved from the work of carrying corn to the Madras Presidency. 
The Sowdégar hopes Government will pay due attention to this important ub 
ject. 


The same, of the 26th September, observes that it has been undisputedly 


| proved from the annual accounts of the Port Trust Department of Bombay that 
this department has failed to realize sufficient returns for the large capitél 


employed on the Port Trust works, as expected by Government. The increas- 
ing expenses of this department have made it a burden to Government. And 


the efforts made to lessen this burden create undesirable hinderances in the way ) 
) 


of private trade. Good arrangements have been made by the Mazagaon (I.an 
Company on its Bundar for the convenience of traders, and, consequently, they 


wish to make a great use of that port. But the Port Trust Department has . 


raised a great hinderance in the way of the grain-dealers, who prefer the Maza- 


' gaon Company’s Bundar. If grain purchased in the Ryan market, situated on ~ 


the Port Trust property, is to be exported froma Bundar belonging to the 
Port Trust, it is exempted from the duty of two annas per candy; which duty, 
however, is levied on the corn, if it is to be exported from the Bundar belonging 
to the Mazagaon Company. On making a complaint about this duty, the Port 


' Trust Committee has replied that the duty is charged ‘as rent of the land 


occupied by the corn while being bagged after its purchase. But the Com- 


mittee must admit that ifthe corn from the Ryan market is to be exported, 
from any Bundar of the Port Trust, the duty of two annas per candy is not charg- 
ed, while if the corn is to be exported from any other Bundar, or 1s to be taken 
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into the town, the duty is levied. Thus the duty is a loss to the corn-dealers, 


who want to export it by any other Bundars than those of the Port Trust. And 


yet the Port Trust Committee as well as the Government, to whom an appeal 
was made, have granted no redress in regard to this complaint. The Sowddagar 
advises an appeal to the Supreme Government, and warns the local Government 


_ that, if the dealers in grain leave the Ryan market, the Port Trust Committee 


will have to bear a loss. 


The Rast Goftér (47) of the 23rd September is exceedingly glad to find 


that, in the selection’ of the Native members of the Bombay Legislative Council, 


more attention is age ga paid to educational acquirements than: to the wealth 


ected. There was a time when the honourable post of 
a legislator was bestowed on persons who ‘had riches. Nowadays education is 


considered the foremost qualification. _The Honourables Raw Séheb Wish- 
wanéth Ndéréyan and Mr. Sordbji Shdpurji Bengéli were selected for their 
possessing the qualification of being well-educated and self-made men, and their 


number has been recently strengthened by the appointment of Mr. Dosdébha 


. benefited by it than the people. 


ble work of legislation. | 


place of the Honourable Mr. »Bechard4s Ambdidas. 


Framji. These appointments have shown to the educated Natives that the door 
to the honourable posts of the legislators of their country is not closed to them, 
and that they can obtain these high political posts by their personal merit and 
worth. The members selected on account of their high education have alread 
roved of great use, and will hereafter prove of still greater use in the responsi- 


The same does not admit the objection taken by a correspondent of the Bom- 
bay Gazette to the appointment of Mr. Dosdbhai Frdmji in the Bonbay Legisla- 
tive Council. The Pc agen says that Mr. Dosdbhdi’s nomination is in 

But the Rdst Goftar does 
not think so. Mr. Dos&bh4i seems to be nominated to fill up one of the gaps 
made by the retirement of the Honourable General Kennedy and the Honourable 
Colonel Anderson; and the post vacated by the Honourable Mr. Bechardds 
Ambdiddés is still unfilled. Sir Richard Temple may fill this last-mentioned 
place by the appointment of a suitable Gujarati gentleman. The correspondent 
of the Gazette, in opposing. the appointment of Mr. Dosdbhai Frdmji, observed 
that, in place of the retired Gujarati member, another Gujarati gentleman should be 
nominated. But it does not seem that it should be so. The legislature does not 
enact separate laws for each caste, nor do so nice questions about the castes arise 
in the Council so as to require a Marathi or a Gujardti member for their full 
comprehension. ‘The Honourable Mr. Wishwanéth Nardyan is a very able gen- 


tleman, and while he is in the Council, it can safely dispense with the appoint- 
ment of a Gujardti member. | 


The same notices the two Bills introduced by the Honourable Mr. Gibbs 


before the last meeting of the Bombay Legislative Council. One of these is a 


Bill for the improvement of the Municipal Act of Bombay. The Times of India 
rightly objects to this Bill. It says that instead of the Bill for improving the 


old law, the whole of the latter should be remodelled and recast. . 1872 the 


oldest existing’ Municipal law for Bombay was passed. Act II. of 1876 was 


passed to improve that law; and now, in 1877, a Bill is brought forward to make 
further improvements in it. By having the Municipal law in so many pieces, the 
bother of searching out particular sections and collatin them with each other 
will be considerably increased, and the.Solicitors and Barristers will be more 


The Bill in question is to make some improve- 


ments in the rights of the citizens of Bombay... After giving the substance of 
some of the sections of the Bill in terms of approval, the Rast Goftar says that 
one of the provisions of the Bill makes the Municipal Commissioner an ex-officio 

member both: of the Corporation and of the Town Council, and besides him | 
Government will appoint three*members in the Town Council. These pro- 
' Vislons, observes the Rdst Goftdr, are necessary for the convenience of the 
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Municipality. But this officer should not be allowed to give a vote. This inabi- 
lity on his part is as much desirable as the one about his being incapable of 
being the president of the Corporation or the chairman of the Town ouncil, 
provided for im the Bill. The Rdst Goftdr next notices the other Bill,—being 
the Bill for the improvement of the law regarding the ferries, and makes 


remarks similar to those made above by the Swadesh Mitra (80) of the 20th 
September. : | 


The Yajdin Parast (49) of the 23rd September, in a leader, headed ‘‘ The 
Slave-trade of Kattywar,” observes that it is an indisputable fact that, among 


the civilized countries of Europe, England has been foremost in suppressing the 


inhumane slave-trade in Africa and other parts of the world, and that she has done 


this meritorious work at a considerable expenditure of labour and money. 


Hence, when it is told that notwithstanding this the slave trade is carried on 
largely in a province under the protection of the British Indian Government, 
the statement must create a great deal of surprise. Among the Jddej4 (Raj- 
puts ?) of Kattywar there is a custom to give away in dowry two or three 


female slaves with a newly married daughter. Each Jddeja father, who wants 


togive away his daughter in marriage, has to buy two or three slaves. There — 
is a great scarcity of such slaves in Kattywar ; and hence they are brought from 
Northern India and sold in Kattywar. The Parast exhorts the paramount 
British Government to put down this inhumane trade with a strong hand. 


The same contains a para. headed ‘ The Fortunate Result of the Journey 
of the Fortunate Viceroy,” which, after shortly mentioning the journey of the 
Viceroy in the famine-stricken parts of the Deccan and the Madras Presidency, 
and noticing his return to Poona, observes that this journey has proved advan- 
tageous to both the Bombay and the Madras Presidencies. His Pxcellency saw 
the true picture of the calamity prevailing in this Presidency, and his powerful 
intellect suggested appropriate measures for the due relief of the suffermg mil- 
lions. Madras also has received benefit from the Viceregal visit. The con- 
dition of the sufferers of that Presidency had grown so bad that the Govern- 


ment of that Presidency was made a subject of strong comments. Lord 


Lytton’s visit has effected a change in the administration of the famine work ; 
and His Lordship has made important suggestions in regard to this important 


task. The Viceregal visit will be long remembered in the Bombay and the 
Madras Presidencies with great gratification. — 


The Broach Wartamén (57), of the 24th September, states that on the 19th 


and 22nd instant a Khedéwdl named Saddrdm, residing in the small street 
- behind the new temple in the town of Broach, very cruelly beat his young 


wife, a child eight or nine years old, with a stick. The Foujddér is requested 
to warn his cruel husband not to exercise so much cruelty on the child. 


The Kdside Mumbai (61), of the 24th September, states that the Proprietor 
of the Urdu paper of Bombay, named Mukhbar Sarur, published hand-bills for a 
Jehdd which were signed by several Moulvis. On the Kédside asking these Moulvis 
how they had signed that document, they stated that they were deceived by 


the aareiee of the Mukhbar Sarur, and their signatures were fraudulently 
obtained by him. ~ 


The Bhomiyo (62), of the 26th September, observes that most. of the officers 
of the Police of this Presidency are ignorant of the laws and regulations and 
wanting in conciliatory manners towards the people. Ignorant and boorish 


Villagers are at once made policemen, and they act, very eaerey towards the 


ignorant and poor classes. Several European officers of the force are not ‘less 
aughty than the common policemen, as they are generally ignorant of the 


_taws and regulations, and prone to act high-handedly. To remove this state of 


things, which has been existing from a long time, the Supreme Government 
4.N P 29—9 ) 
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‘enacted some time ago a law regarding the police, but it was not brought into 
force until the close of the administration of Sir Philip Wodehouse. The Bhomi- 
yo hopes that Sir Richard Temple, who is able and just, will not allow this law 


to remain any longer a dead letter, and will adopt due measures to make these 


officers act towards the people courteously. ‘ 


The Famine in the Deccan, - 


The Shubha Suchak (15) of the 21st September, but received on the 24th, 
in an article, complains that the Government and its officials manage the famine 
- superficially,—that is, they care more for outward appearances than for the real 
mitigation of the miseries of the famine-stricken people. The writer once more 
accuses the Government officials of concealing the real state of the famine- 
stricken districts from the sight-of the great authorities, and reiterates the 
often-repeated remark that this sort of conduct is not consistent with the 


civilization, humanity, enlightenment, and philanthrophy of the wise English 
Government. ; | 


The Kalpataru (17), of the 23rd September, states that the police of Shold- 
ur is collecting all the beggars of that town, and sending them to the poor- 
ter established for their reception. The beggars very often show much 
unwillingness to go to these places; but they are forcibly sent there. The 
writer has nothing to Say against the use of this force. He, however, complains - 
against the quantity of food that is given to these relief-seekers. Each person 
gets food weighing 40 rupees, and curry weighing 15 rupees. ‘These rations 
the Kalpataru does not consider sufficient to maintain life properly. He be- 
lieves that the orders of His Excellency the Governor, when he recently visited 
Sholépur, were to give as much food to the inmates of the poor-houses as is 


nee for their proper maintenance. Government is requested to remove 
this complaint of the people. 


Mumerpalities. 


The Satya Sadan (19) of the 22nd September, but received on the 25:h, 
states that Raw Bahddur Anandréw Bhaskar, the Chairman of the Municipality 
of Kolaba, is, it seems, not much acquainted with the town personally, and acts 
on information he gets from others. The Municipality actus in debt, has 
resolved to increase the rates of the house-tax in order to get rid of that debt. 
- But in carrying out this resolution, a great deal of oppression, injustice, and — 

partiality seems to have been perpetrated. The writer gives the instance of — 
the house or houses of Bh4u Saheb Biwalkar. In this instance the tax has been 
raised from 8 rupees to 28 rupees and eight annas, and then it is implied that 
the different parts of one and the same building have been considered separate 
buildings, sn taxed as such. . Several large and fine bungalows, belonging to 
some of the worshipful Commissioners, are altogether exempted. One fine large 


house is taxed as lightly asa poor hut. The Commissioners are asked to be 
more just and less partial. : 


_ The Aryawarta Panchénana (40), a new Marathi bi-weekly paper started at 
Bombay, in its issue of the 22nd September, but received on the 24th, in a long 
editorial, headed “‘ The Municipality,” reiterates the often-repeated complaints 
_ against the Municipality of Bombay. The Corporation is accused of giving 

extravagantly large salaries to its officers; of paying better attention to the 
conveniences and comforts of Europeans than to those of the Native population ; 
of allowing the roads in the Native quarters to get out of repair; of permit- 
ing weak and unsound houses to remain to the danger of the pemnane ; of 
conniving atthe dirty condition .of several quarters ; and of such other things , 
as have many times been noticed in these weekly summaries. 
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The Yajddn Parast (49) of the 23rd September is afraid that if the appli- 
cation of Mr. Bounevialle is granted to make the Victoria Garden of Bombay a 
place of refreshment and amusement, the garden may become a place of immo- 
rality and shameful acts like the ‘‘ Cremorne” Garden of London, which has 
obtained so much notoriety. Most of the immoralities of the latter garden had 
to be put down ; and hence there can be no good in allowing an opportunity 
to arise for the Victoria Garden becoming a “ Cremorne.” The Parast warns 


. the Town Council to take every precaution for this public garden not becoming 


a rendezvous for immoralities. 
Ratlways. 


The Guzerat Mitra (43) of the 23rd September points out the great desira- 
bility of erecting a shed for the convenience of passengers at the station of 
Boriéwi on the B. B. and C, I. Railway line. This station is between the rail- 
way stations of Anand and Naridd, and is close to the town of Wadtdl, which 
is a place of great pilgrimage in connection with the sect of SwAmi Narayan. 
At the last-mentioned place an extensively attended fair is held on the Chaitra 
Puman in the hot season. The large number of pilgrims bound to, and return- 
ing from this sacred place, alight or get into the railway carriages at the station 
of Bori4wi. But there is no shed to protect them from the sun or the rain at 
this station, and they suffer great inconvenience. There is a shed for passen- 
gers even at the small station of Bardjari on the same line, and the Mitra does 


not know why the station of Boridwi should be without one. Ithas heard fhat 


station-master’s quarters and other buildings are shortly to be erected at the » 


latter station, and requests the Railway Company to build a shed for the pas- 
sengers at the same time. 


Native States. 


The Surya Prakash (41), in its issue preceding that of the 22nd September, 
recommended that the talked-of railway line to be constructed from Bhau- » 
nagar to Wadhwan, in Kattywar, should be built by way of Limri, Barwala, 
Wala, and Sihor, and should be taken as far as Gogo. In its present issue the 
Surya Prakésh discusses the question who should build’ this line,—whether the 
B. B, and C. I. Railway, the British Government, or the Bhaunagas State. 
After discussing the pros and cons of the question, the Surya Prakdsh arrives 
at the conclusion that none of them can build the line with advantage to itself. 
There is, however, need of a railway in the interior of Kattywar ; and if the 
Native Princes of the province join together to lay down a railway of the 


narrow gauge, it will supply the want of the province, but will not. give great 


profit to ita proprietors. Branch lines from this central main line to the seaports 


= the different Native States may be taken at the sole cost of, the respective 
tates; — . 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (42) of Ahmedabad of the 20th Septem- 
ber, but received onthe 28rd, writing from Barwdla, under date the 10th instant, 
states that about a fortnight ago rupees six thousand were robbed from the 
Mandir of Shankhodwér in Bet. Three mem were apprehended on suspicion, 
and while in custody, one of the prisoners named Démodar died. It is said that 
the deceased died from the effects of the severe beating which was aap hin, 
and when his corpse was taken to the doctor at Dwarka, it was swollen. The 


doctor is said to have not given any opinion about the cause of death. The 
Mah4lkari of Bet has made a report that the deceased poisoned himself with 
opium. The writer observes that poisoning by opium will not swell the body, 
and prays thé Diwdn of Baroda to make strict inquiries inta,this suspicious case. 


Another correspondent of the same, writing from Pétan, in the Gaekwar’s 
territory, under date the 18th instant, states that a ryot found under ground 
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some gold coins within the boundaries of the village of Andwdd. On the 
authorities of Pétan knowing of this occurrence, the coins were brought to the 
Kacheri, They are circular, and weigh a w4l each. There are Arabic letters 
on these coins, but they are unintelligible. Thesame writer also states that old 
Pétan, which was ca!led in old times Aubilw4d, and was reputed to contain great 
riches, is said to have been destroyed by an earthquake. The Ghdnchi con- 

tractors remove and sell stones ‘rom this ruined city. Some stone inscriptions 
are sometimes found by these contractors, but as they are ignorant of the value 
of these antiquities, they destroy them. Some persons sometimes discover some 
‘old gold coins in these ruins. The writer prays the Gaekwar's Government 


to take measures to secure the stone iuscriptions and the old coins whenever 
discovered by any persons. | 


The Guzerat Mitta (43) of the 23rd September contains a leader, headed 
“Signs of the Senility of Bhaunagar.” _It observes that a great misfortune is 
--about to befall this State, which has been the most prosperous of all the States of 

- Kattywar. The British Government has decided that a railway line should be 
laid from Bhaunagar to Botdd. If this line is not connected Wadhwan, it 
will not produce even a pie. It would cost the State of Bhaunagar eighty lakhs 
of rupees for its construction, and about five lakhs of rupees annually for its . 
maintenance. It would thus prove a great loss to that State, and would not 
. afford any convenience to trade. Bhaunagar is at present in a flourishing con- 
dition, as is to be seen from its putting forty-five lakhs in a bank at interest. 
This large amount ought not to be wasted upon such an unproductive, nay, losing, 
railway work. All the subjects of this State are sorry since they have heard of 
this railway project. If Government is bent upon having a railway line in 
this State, it should build one from Wadhwédn to Bhaunagar, and not connect it 
with Gogo. The State of Gondal should be made to pay its share for connect- 
ing it with that town. The Mitra exhorts the kArbhdris of the Bhaunagar 
State to make a due representation to the British Government on this subject, 
and to get it to build a line as recommended above. 


The Deshi Mitra (51) of the 27th September states that it has heard that at. 
Jundgarh a Nagar boy, aged about 19 years, attempted rape on a young veges 
girl aged 7 years. The authorities of the Jundgarh State got information of this 
attempt at crime, but have not done any thing in the matter. The Mitra. 


requests Mr. Peile, the Political Agent of Kattywar, to get the culprit duly 
punished. 


_ The Samsher Béhddur (58) of the 21st September, but received on the 24th, 
in a leader, continued from its last number, after admitting the great usefulness 
of canal irrigation in mitigating the evils of dearths and famines, observes that 
_ this kind of irrigation is not, however, practicable in Kattywar. The rivers 

of this province are small, and do not flow throughout the year; and conse- 
quently irrigational works from them are not practicable. The next best means 
of mitigating the evils of calamities like famines are railways, and itis a happy 
thing that Government has directed its attention to these expeditious means of 
locomotion. The Samsher then discusses the usefulness of the line alleged to 
have been sanctioned by Government. It says that Government has given its 
Sanction to a railway being laid from Wadhwan to Bhaunagar by way of Chura, 
Botdd, and Sihor. The Samsher does not approve of this line. It says that 
there is not a single large city on the proposed line, nor are there any places 
of pilgrimage in its neighbourhood. There are many rivers and streams on 


this line, and they will cost a great deal to be bridged over. The Samsher there- 
fore recommends that the sanctioned railway should be made from Wadhwén 
to Bhaunagar by way of Limri and Dhandhuka. Limri is the largest town in | 
Jhalawad ; it is on the way in the conveyance of cotton from Wadhwan to the 
port of Dholera; it is also an important place as regards the export of oil, ghee, 
and other produce of the Pdtan Zillah. On this line are the important towns 
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combatants to settle their dispute in the best way they cou 


ey 


of Barwéla and Wala, and many places of pilgrimage. The Samsher points 
out some other advantages of this line, and recommends it to the favourable 


consideration of the authorities. 


Miscellaneous. 


The Indu Prakash (1) of the 24th September, in a long leader, headed 
“The Neutrality of the Great European Powers in the present Turko-Russian 
War and its probable effects,” observes that the great European Christian 
Powers, such as Germany, Austria,, Kugland, Ffance, and Italy, which, at the 
commencement of the present war between Turkey and Russia, publicly de- 
clared that they would remain perfectly neutral in this struggle, and allow the 

1a. now show signs 
of forgetting their declaration, and of helping their co-religionist, Russia, 
directly or indirectly, as the fortune of the war is turning gradually in favour of 
the Mahomedans. ‘The writer here briefly alludes in support of its observa- 
tions, to the great and unexpected successes of the Turks in Asia Minor and in 
Bulgaria, and to the indications made by Germany and other European Chris- 
tian Powers of their intention of making movements in favour of Russia, and to 
the alleged letters of Mr. Gladstone to a merchant of. Constantinople, inciting 
the Greeks and Slav population subject to Turkey to a rebellion. He con- 
demns this conduct of the great Christian Powers of Europe as inconsistent 
with equity, fair play, and true chivalry. He is afraid that the present war 
may grow into a death-struggle between the followers of the Cross and the 
Crescent, and by involving a very great area of the earth, may prove seriously 
injurious to the cause of general civilization, enlightenment, and humanization 
of the human race. (Several other Vernacular papers also denounce the above 
alleged partiality of the great Christian Powers of Europe in favour of greedy and 
crafty Russia in more or less strong language). 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press, 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 2nd October 1877. 
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The Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 1st October, in noticing the report, lately 
published, of the Public Works Department of this presidency for the year 
1876-77, greatly praises the department as it exists under the British rule, for 
the excellent tact and perfect smoothness with which it carries on works of pub- 
lic utility ; and contrasts it with the comparatively mismanaged departments 
maintained by the former Mahomedan and Mardthé rulers of this country for 
carrying on public works. Every one now fully appreciates the importance 
and usefulness of the department, and is sensible of the numerous advantages 
which have accrued from the works executed by it, such as roads, bridges, tanks 
and canals. ‘The writer then makes mention of some of the great works exe- 
cuted during the year under report and the different amounts expended on them. 
The total expenditure, says he, amounts to rupees 1,29,67,896; out of which 
Rs. 18,72,882 have gone for paying the servants of the department ; so that the 
charge of superintending the works comes to 16 or 17 per cent. The writer 
then notices the extravagant expenditure which the department incurs, and 
thinks that this is the only circumstance in connection with it which is not very 
gratifying. The ryots, he says, are fully uware of the great and numerous 
advantages they have derived from the greater facilities afforded them for the 
cultivation of land and the carrying on of commerce, through the great ‘works 
undertaken and executed by the department, and they are deeply grateful for 
them ; but a general complaint is that the enormous sums levied on the ryots 
by means of taxes are not carefully utilized by Government through the extra- 
vagance of its officers. The country, which is already backward in wealth, and. 
unable to bear with ease the burden of expenditure requisite for the execution 
of even such works as are essentially necessary, can ill support an extravagant, 
useless and unnecessary expenditure, which the writer thinks is many times 
greater than what is really necessary. This point is always dwelt upon, con- 
tinues the writer, by Professor Fawcett, who objects, when the annual budget 
goes before Parliament, to the extravagant expenditure of the Public Works 
Department. But no attention is paid in the House to this just and true obser- 
vation, and the Professor is unjustly ridiculed. The writer concludes his long» 
article by saying that this highly useful department is unnecessarily brought 
into discredit through the negligence and extravagance of its officers, and hum- 
bly begs Government to remove these defects, and check its extravagance, and 
spend as much only from the sums collected from the ryots as is absolutely ne- 


cessary for carrying on public works, and make the utility of the department 
felt more than it is at present. 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 1st October, in a leader, headed “‘ The Necessity 
of a Water Supply to Tanna, and the Attention paid by Government to it,” 
observes that Government is lavish in its promises to attend to the public wel- 
fare ; but it is very particular that not a single pie from the Imperial fund com- 
posed of the land and sea revenues of the country is spent upon works of popular 
usefulness. It also does not spend sufficient money out of the funds raised for 
public purposes. As an instance in support of its last assertion, the Suryodaya 
observes that two works were very necessary for the comfort and convenience 
of the people of Tanna, viz:—a water-supply to the town, and a bridge on the 
creek between Tanna and Kalwa. The second work is more useful to Govern- 

ment than to the people. This bridge is indispensable for an uninterrupted 
_ Communication between Poona and Bombay by land, and is a work of political 
importance. There are other means of communication than this between 
Bombay and Poona, such as the railway, &c. But, on emergencies, this road 
1s more convenient than others, for the conveyance of artillery from Bombay to 
Poona, or vice versa ; and this was proved at the time of the camp of exercise at 
Kirkee, when Lord Northbrook came to Bombay, and when H. R. H. the 
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Prince of Wales arrived here—events which occurred in 1873-74 and 75. On — 
these occasions the troops which went by this road experienced great inconve- 
nience inthe absence of the bridge. us this bridge, which is of greater con- 
venience to Government than to the public, has been built at a cost of a lakh 
and three quarters of rupees from the money of the people or the local fund. 
The work of water-supply to the town of Tanna is a work useful to the people 
alone. It has been under consideration for the past dozen years, “id is 
still unexecuted. ‘The Suryodaya has been induced to revive this old subject, 
by a scanty fall of rain this year, which is less than that of the last year. C 
summer the people of Tanna had to suffer great inconveniences from a scarcity 
of water. This year the water-supply of the town must fail in Télgun or the 
beginning of the summer, and the people will then have to suffer a great deal. 
The attention of Government is immediately requested to this important subject. 


The Kiran (9) of the 30th September, like some of its Native contempora- 
ries whose observations on the subject have been noticed in previous summaries, 
condemnsthe Masters and Servants’ Bill before the Supreme Legislature, on 
similar grounds. The Kiran observes that the relation between Native masters 
and their Native servants is, and has all along been, satisfactory, and there is 
no cause to disturb that relation. The servant is honest, patient and dutiful, 
and looks up to his master with the same reverence as he pays to his parent. 
The master is also kind to his servant. This satisfactory relation will be 
disturbed if the Bill becomes law; and no benefit will accrue therefrom. It 
seems that this measure is brought forward on account of disputes between some 
of the European masters and their Native servants, and of some evil results 
having followed from those disputes. But such instances are not many ; and in 
those instances the master will, on inquiry, be found to deserve blame more than 
the servant. .Such European masters do not treat their Native servants kindly, 
as the Native masters do. But the number of such European masters is very 
small in this country ; and it is not right to passa law for the convenience of 
such a small number. The proposed measure, if passed into a law, would only 
make the servants saucy 4 a bore to their masters. (The Native Opinion (2) 
‘ofthe same date and the Pandhari Writt (838). of the 26th September, but 

received on the 30th, make similar observations on this Bill.) 


The Nydya Sindhu (14) of the 1st October, in a leader, headed “ The 
Native Press and the Speech of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal,” observes 
that the free press, which the wise English Government has given to this coun- 
try, is doing an important service to that Government, by enabling it to know 
the opinions and views of the people respecting itself and its officers. But the 
latter do not like their high-handed acts to be criticised. Indeed, the Natives 
of this country are, by no means, inexpert in the art of flattery. The old des- 
potic rules under which they lived for centuries together have made them per- 

ctly familiar with that art. They were once ready to praise and support even 
the most absurd opinions of their rulers ; and they would do so even now, if 
they found that that course would please the authorities. But they believe that 
the English Government is a wise, just and discriminating Government ; that it 
loves truth and hates false flattery ; and that it-expects these virtues in its offi- © 
cers, and, therefore, it has given liberty to the Native Press to give a free and 
honest expression to its thoughts and feelings. It is quite possible, continues 
the Sindhu, that the Native Press is now and then committing grievous blunders 
in doing its work, and the wise Government may be conniving at those blun- 
ders, in consideration of the valuable service it gets from the institution. But its 
officers cannot bear, it seems, the attacks of the Native Press with the same 
magnanimity as Government does. Then the writer quotes a portion of His 
Honor’s speech alluded to in the heading, from the Native Opinion (2), and fears 
that these utterances of His Honor may do a great injury to the Native Press. 
ere 1s no doubt that there is much in the observations of His Honor which | 
deserves careful consideration by the Native writers. But the whole blame 
| 2nP6—10 
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cannot justly be laid on one side only, namely, the N ative Press. The hostile 
attitude of the great officers of Government towards the Native Press, and their 


impatience under its criticisms, are not good signs and are much tobe de- 
precated. ap 


_ The Shubha Suchak (15) of the 28th September, but received on the Ist 
October, in a long: article on the inadvisibility and injustice of the proposed 
income-tax in order to meet the famine expenditure, observes that a wise and 
careful Government manages to keep always a good and plentiful cash balance 
in its exchequer, to enable it to meet successfully any great calamity:such as a 
war or & great famine. The Indian Government has a very large annual in- 
come, amounting to more than fifty krors; and it can, if it be willing, keep a 
good cash balance in its treasury. The wise and careful among the old Kings 
always understood this principle, and acted upon it. To borrow money on 
such occasions is not a prudent course. It is the course of a spendthrift. en, 
referring to the present famine and to the proposal of reviving the old income- 
tax to recover its expenditure, the Suchak observes that a famine is not an 
unforeseen calamity in India, and Government ought to have been ready to 

meet it successfully. It ought to have been more careful in its expenditure 
than it has been. In the opinion of the writer, the ryots are so thoroughly 
reduced to poverty by the existing heavy taxation as to be utterly powerless 
to bear any addition to that burden. The fact that they could not save them- 
_ selves and their families from the failure of a single year’s crops, but died in 
thousands from starvation, supplies an indubitable proof of their utter poverty. 
The middle and upper classes also are not a bit better able to bear the burden 
of an additional tax. They have already suffered much. They have also con- 
tributed a great deal in giving spontaneous charity to their more unfortunate 
brethren during the famine. It is not right to harass these classes by imposing 
on them any fresh burden. If Government must have money and must resort 
to fresh taxes, it may increase the duty on foreign goods, such as European 
cottons, or on vicious luxuries, such as spirits, wines, ganj4, opium, &c. 


The Hitechchhu (21) of Kalddgi of the 23rd September, but received on the 
30th, opens with a leader, headed *‘ An Appropriate Suggestion to Mr. Spry, 
the Collector of (Kalddgi).” After alluding to the absence of rain in the Kaladgi 
District and the consequent famine resulting in great loss of life, and in the immi- 
seipeae of numerous ryots to other parts of the country in search of a livelihood 

st year, the writer states that this year the earlier rain of the season was 
plentiful and timely ; but, on account of the causes mentioned above, about one- 
fifth of the land of the district only was sown with the karif or the rain crops. 
But by the subsequent holding off of the rains for some time, the crops of some 
places were entirely scorched. The district has been blessed with a plentiful 
fall of the latter rains, and there are good prospects of plentiful winter crops. 
But the ryots are suffering from an absence of two important essentials of agri- 
culture,—cattle to till the land and seed to sow in it. The Hitechchhu prays 
the good Collector to obtain the sanction of Government to give the ryots . 
tak4vi to buy cattle and seed ; and in the case of other ryots who are entirely 
unable to maintain themselves, not to send them to the public works, but to 
supply them with food as well as the means of agriculture, to enable them to 


cultivate their lands. If Government does this, it is apparent that both it and 
the ryots will be considerably benefited. 


The Arydwarta Panchanana (40) of the 29th September, but received on 
the 1st October, in a long article, headed ‘‘ The English Government,” after 
admitting the superiority of the English Government over the old Mahomedan 
rule, and after cheerfully acknowledging the several blessings which the English 
Government has conferred on this country, such as good ‘education, a good 
system of dispensing justice, &c., observes that there is a wide complaint that , 
the ryots suffer great annoyance from the improper conduct of several officials 
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of this Government. These officials are accused of treating the Natives cruelly ; 
of insulting them ; and of showing partiality towards their own countrymen. 
There are, no doubt, some officers who’ are not liable to the above charge; but 
their number is small, and it is becoming smaller day by day. The other com- 
plaints of the Native Press, so often repeated, are reiterated once more by the 
Panchdanana, such as indifference to the prosperity of the indigenous industries 
and commence, heavy taxation, non-admission of the Nativesto high places, 
&c., The article ends by requesting Government to remove these causes of 
popular discontent. ? 


The Surya Prakash (41) of the 29th September, but received on the Ist 
October, after making the often-made complaint of the Native Press, that the 
British courts of justice are very dilatory in the disposal of suits brought in 
them, observes that the District Court of Surat does not escape this charge about 
great delays in the —— of justice. This Court has to decide the civil 
and criminal appeals of the people of the Surat and Broach Zillahs. It has also 
to hold sessions for both the zillahs. The Judge is allowed an assistant; but 
‘the officers who are successively appointed Assistant Judges, are either trans- 
ferred to other places, or allowed to go away on sick leave five or six months 
after their arrival at Surat. Hence the Assistant Judge’s Court at this place 
is not of much use, and a great deal of work is collected in the District Judge’s 
Court. Mr. Macpherson, the present District Judge of Surat, is not slow in the 
disposal of cases coming before him, and does his work pretty soon. But he 
has to spend a great deal of his time in holding Sessions at Surat and Broach, 
and, having no assistant to help him, a great number of civil appeals are lying 
with him undisposed of; and there is no telling when he can find time to dis- 
pose of them. For these reasons the Surya Prakdsh prays Government to ap- 
point a Judge and Session Judge for the district of Broach alone, and relieve 
the Surat District Court of the work of that district. It also prays Government 
to appoint an Assistant Judge at Surat, and to entrust him with the entire 
criminal work of the district, and to leave the Judge entirely to do the work of 
civil appeals. It also recommends the abolition of the Surat Small Cause Court 
ee the appointment, in its place, of the Court of a Second Class Subordinate 

udge. 


The same, in another place, observes that (the Gujarati translation of) the 
new Civil Procedure Code, which is to come into operation on the 1st October, 
was published only twenty days ago, and, consequently, the officers of the Civil 
Courts, the wakils and the people had little or no time to make themselves 
acquainted with its contents. This new law is a big one, and it would require 
a good deal of time to learn it properly. But the very short time allowed 
between the date of its publication and the commencement of its operation has 
left the officers of the Civil Courts and the people ignorant of its contents. It 
behoves the Government, therefore, to stop its coming into operation for some 
time longer, to allow the people sufficient time to get acquainted with it. 
The Poona Sdrwajanik Sabha intends to memorialize the Supreme Government 
for deferring its coming into operation until January next, and the people of 
Surat ought to make a similar petition to His Excellency the Viceroy. (The 
Ahmedabad Samdchdr (54) of the 26th September, but received on the 2nd 
October, and the Guzerat Mitra (43) of the 30th September make a similar 
prayer). | : 

The Hitechchhu (42) of Ahmedabad of the 27th September, but received on 
the 29th; observes that the decisions given by the Native Magistrates of the 
mnofussil in municipal cases are of such a nature as to lead one to suppose that 
in this matter they forget their sacred office and leave aside law and justice, 
on account of a pressure from their superiors. In support of this assertion, the 
decisions of the unpaid (Honorary ?) Magistrate of Ahmedabad in regard to 
the non-compliance with the orders of the Municipal Commissioners by the 
people, mentioned in a previous number of the Hitechehhu, may be quoted as 
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oné instance. Another instance of the same kind is *that, notwithstanding the 
- municipality of Ahmedabad has not yet built public urinaries in many se of 
the city, such as the road from Kéluparchaklé to Bhadar, in Jamélpur, Tj pur, 
Astodi4, Shéhdépur, Daridpur, &c., the police apprehends and places before 
either the Honorary Magistrate, or the Beoond Class City Magistrate, persons 
found making water in some corner of a street, and these officers fine the 
accused. ‘The Hitechchhu thinks that it is illegal to fine passengers for making 
water in the corners of streets, so long asthe municipality does not provide 
urinaries for them. The Hitechchhu supposes these officers act in this manner 
on account of a pressure from their superiors to do so, and censures them for 
not acting independently and justly in the discharge of their sacred duties. 


The Guzerat Mitra (43) of the 30th September, in a leader, headed “ The 
Native Princes and the Political Officers,” observes that some of the political of- 
ficers at Native Courts, undoubtedly, discharge their responsible duties properly 
and satisfactorily ; but others of them are such as create disgust by their improper 
conduct. In support of its second assertion, the Mitra quotes an occurrence 
mentioned in a recent issue of the Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of Poona. The latter 
paper stated that, at the last visit of His Excellency the Governor to the Sou- 
thern Mar4thé Country, His Excellency paid a yisit to Kolh4pur. On this occa- 
sion the R4j4 of Kolhapur held a darbdr in his palace in honour of His Excel- 
lency. While Sir Richard, the other guests and the host. were all seated, the 
R4j4 stood up all of a sudden. Seeing the host do this, others also stood up, 
and with them His Excellency the Governor also got up. At this unusual pro- 
ceeding every body commenced staring with surprize at each other, when a 
Kuropean military officer entered the darbdér-room. The young R4j4 accosted 
him very respectfully and them took his seat, and afterwards the rest of the 
' darbér sat.. His Excellency the Governor also was much surprized at this 
strange conduct of the Mahdrdjdé, and asked for an explanation of it. The 
young prince at once said that he had been taught that whenever he saw 
any European he should accost him respectfully! It is the duty of the persons 
around the Mah4rdj4, as well as the political officer at his court, to preserve his 
dignity and rank; and yet when they act as above stated, they do it either 
purposely to keep the Mahdrdj4 in ignorance of his position, or in negligence of 
their own duty. He has been doing such undignified acts for a long time, and 
none of the many officers who had intercourse with him corrected him and 
taught him the right thing. What inference can be drawn from this? They 
wanted to lower the dignity of the Native Prince and to make him quite obe- 
dient to them, and, at the same time, to make themselves appear in the eyes of 
the ignorant multitude of higher dignity than that of the prince. Such con- 
duct betokens levity and folly. (The Dnydn Sdgar (32) of the 1st October, 
however, referring to the occurrence mentioned above, flatly and fully contra- 
dicts it, and states that nothing of the kind has occurred). 


The same, in another leader, congratulates Mr. Dosdébhd4i Frdémji on his 
+: arpeewramy in the Bombay Legislative Council, and says that His Excellency 
the Governor has nominated the right person to the yg? rows Yet the 
Guzerat Mitra objects to this appointment on other grounds. r acknowledg- 
ing the great abilities, independence and long services of Mr. Dosdbhai, the Mitra 
observes that the Legislative Council is under the law composed of 13 members. 
_ Of these four are the members of the Executive Council of Government, and one 
1s the Advocate General of the Presidency. About the remaining eight, the law 
peorides that, all of them or not less than four should be non-official members. 

he Government has been invariably appointing four non-official members, and 
the remaining four from among its officers. The consequence of this arrange- 
ment is, that the official element of the Council is always more powerful than the 
unofficial one, making it convenient to Government to pass any laws it thinks 
are required. And this overwhelming majority of the official members, enables, 
Vernment sometimes to pass legislative measures which it approves, but 


o 


which are disapproved by the public. Mr. Dosd4bh4i Frdmji’s nomination 
appears to be made in place of the, Honorable Mr. Bechardés Ambdidds, who 
recently retired ; and hence the already weak unofficial element has been still 
more weakened.. Again, a Gujarati gentleman should have been nominated in 
place of the Honorable Mr. Rechistia as the different communities of this 


_ presidency, except the Gujardtis, are represented in the Council. 


A correspondent of the Jame Jamsed (45) of the 1st October, writing from 
Ahmedabad under date the 25th September, states that on account of scanty 
rains in Guzerat the crops of the season are also scanty, and the prices of grain 
have gone up very high. The consequence of this is, that the ryots are suffer- 
ing great distress ; aud unless Government grants them relief in the shape of a 
remission of the whole or a portion of the land-tax, their distress will not abate. 
It is to the benefit of Government itself to alleviate the distress of its ryots and 
to make them able to follow their useful industry with their usual means and 
appliances next year, which the writer hopes will be far better than the present. 


The Famine in the Deccan, 


The Jéme Jamsed (45) of the 2nd October gives some account of the Shola- 
pur Zillah for the past week. It says that there is no fear now of this zillah 


suffering from a scarcity, or even scantiness, of the rains. There has been a 


fall of rain every second or third day, and signs exist of more rain falling. 
The kharif crop, wherever it has escaped being scorched, is in good condition. 
‘The time for sowing the rubbee or the winter crop has arrived; but, unfortu- 


nately, the ryots have no bullocks to plough their lands and no seed to sow. 


Large numbers of cattle died last year, and the ryots are suffering much from 
their absence. The Poona Sdérwajanik Sabhé has sent an agent into this dis- 
trict to distribute seed gratis. The stock brought by him, however, is not equal 
to the demand. The Jame Jamsed requests the charitable people of Bombay to 
send some seed for distribution in this and other famine-stricken districts where 
its need is as great as in the former district. The Jdme Jamsed is also glad that 
satisfactory accounts, in place of sad ones, are being received from Sholdpur of 
the famine-stricken people of that town. The Government has adopted good 
and efficient measures for the tending of these persons. Nota single beggar 


is to be seen in the town. All of them, to the number of about eleven hundred, - 


are collected at the neighbouring village of Hipargi. Very good arrangements 
are made for their food and medicines. Sufficient food and good accommodation 
for sleeping are supplied to those who hitherto could not get enough food and 
who have been, consequently, much emaciated. There are three Native doctors 
and one European appointed to take care ofthem. Notwithstanding this, some- 
times there are about twenty deaths per day among them. The reason of this 


great mortality is that they suffered much from a scarcity of food before, and 


their health has been so much ruined jthereby that, in spite of great care now 
taken of them, they cannot recover their health and die in large numbers. 
(The Kalpataru (17) of the 30th September and a correspondent of the Native 


Opinion (2) of the 1st October make similar remarks on the above subjects.) 


Munierpalrtres. 


A correspondent of the Hubli Waibhaw (37) of the 23rd September, but 
received on the 30th, considers that the municipal lights in the town of Hubli 
are not arranged properly so as to give sufficient light. . The Corporation has 
placed lights on the corners of some streets and lanes. In other places there 
are no lights at all. These lights are not sufficient to give light, and theres 
No reason why the Corporation should not increase their number, since it has 
the large annual income of about twenty-five thousand rupees. The municipa- 
lity of harwar, with an income half of that of the Hubli Municipality, has sup- 
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lied lights to the town of Dharwar nearer each other than they are in Hubli. 
he correspondent also charges the Municipality ofthe latter town with prac- 


tising zooloom on the poor people. He says that some days ago cholera made 


its appearance in the town of Hubli, and the Corporation thereupon stuck up 


boards in several places outside the town, ordering the people not to go to a 


rivy within the limits marked. From that day the people go to privies in 
ocalities which are a quarter of a mile distant from the boards or posts mark- 


ing the limits. Notwithstanding this, for some reasons unknown, for two or 


three days past the persons who were found committing nuisances beyond a 
quarter of a mile from the limits were apprehended, and some of them were 
fined in the sum of rupees four each, and others were sentenced to = days’ 
imprisonment. About sixty persons were within the three days punished ; and 
the-total amount of the fines has come.up to about rupees two hundred and fifty. 
Is this conduct of the municipality not equivaleut to tyranny ? asks the writer. 
Why does not the municipality abrogate its former order, and publish a new 
one before fining persons for answering a call of nature outside the limits laid 
down by itself ? 


Native States. 


The Hitechchhu (42) of Ahmedabad of the 27th September, but received on 
the 30th, notices a portion of the report of the administration of the Baroda 
State for 1875-76, and pronounces it to be satisfactory. Sir T. -MAdhawrdaw, 
observes the Hitechchhu, has fulfilled the expectations formed of him by the 
public. ‘The report well shows the high political genius of this able, afight- 
ened and experienced Native minister of Baroda. He has wisely done all he 
could do, under the circumstances of the case, in the year reported upon. The 
Hitechehhu then notices some of the particulars mentioned in the portion of 
the report noticed by it, and makes a few passing remarks. ‘The report, ob- 
serves the Hitechchhu, gives only the cost of the offices of the five heads of the 
different departments of the State; but it does not give the salaries drawn by 
each of those heads themselves. Mr. Kuwarji K4wasji, one of these heads, has 
recently resigned his office in the Gdikwar’s State, and has resumed his ori- 
ginal office in the British territory as the Deputy Collector and Magistrate of 
Ahmedabad. This able and honest officer has given satisfaction to his official 
superiors as well as the public of Ahmedabad. ‘The question, why he resigned 
his appointment in the Baroda State needs a reply. There is a report that he 
resigned it because he did not approve of the policy followed by Sir T. Ma- 


 dhawrdéw’s administration. The Aitechchhu wishes an authoritative explana- 


tion to be given by those concerned. The Hitechchhu heartily approves of the 
practice, mentioned in the report, of Sir T. Maédhawr4w’s ascertaining the 
opinions and consulting the feelings of the Darakddrs, Sowkdrs and Mahdjans 
of the State, in matters interesting to them, and requests the Diwdn to make 
further progress in this direction until he makes of them a constitutional body 
to be consulted in every important State matter. | : 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Pdétan under date the 24th in- 
stant, complains that the police of that town detains respectable persons of that 
place found going about the streets at eight in the evening, for hours together, 
sometimes till twelve at night, and then permits them to return home. This 
writer also states that recently five highway robberies were committed in a 


single day near Pitan, and many similar crimes are frequently committed in. 


the Northern Prdant of the Gdikwédi State ; but the police is unable to apprehend 
the robbers or recover the stolen property. He hopes the able Diwdn will take 
proper steps to lessen the crimes, and will compel the police t® be more brisk in 
detecting crimes and less tyrannical towards the peaceful inhabitants of Pdétan. 


A correspondent of the Guzerat Mitra (43) of the 30th September, writing 


from Gondal, states that in this small State almost all the employés are Nagars. 


10 


The Huzur Sheristeddér, the Munsif, the Mémledar, Sheristedér, Foujddr, the 
Wahiwdtdars, the Mahdlkaries, the Wakils and even the low paid kérkuns—all 
are Nagars. Thus all these employés being of one and the same caste, it is 
dificult to get redress for a complaint made against any of them. The writer 

ives an instance in support of his last assertion. He states that one Ambé 

iré, a Kanbi of Mowia, has laid a ‘complaint that Mr. Jeshankar Karshanji, 
the Mahdlkari of Gondal, has args i gery the large lsum of forty thousand 
(rupees). The accused being a Nagar, the State Waki has not taken up the 
work of prosecution, which he invariably undertakes whenever the State 
employés of any other caste are accused of any crimes. The complainant even 
offered to pay all the expenses of the prosecution if he failed in getting the 
accused convicted ; but his request was not attended to. The complainant then 
got a Wakil of his own to conduct the prosecution, but even he was got over by 
the epposite party. The prosecutor had then to sell some of his property and 
secure the services of Mr. T. Smith to conduct the prosecution. e writer 
prays Mr, Peile and Mr. Salmon to give due attention to the fact that, on account 
of there being ‘unanimity among these Nagar employés, the obtainment of justice 
is greatly impeded. } 


Cholera. 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr (44) of the 2nd October, writing 
from Broach under date the 29th September, states that cholera has made its 
a ae in some of the villages in the neighbourhood of Broach. In the 
village of Manubar there were thirty deaths from this epidemic on Tuesday 
last! The writer requests the Municipality of Broach to adopt strong measures 
to remove the dirt and filth which are collected in some of the streets and lanes 
of the town, as he is afraid that should the present hot sun continue for a few 
days more a foul epidemic will visit Broach also. 


Miscellaueous. 


The Rast Goftdér (47) of the 30th September is sincerely thankful to the 
people of England for their affording a generous help in behalf of the famine- 
stricken peo 7 of India? It observes that the rains of this month, which are 
accompanied with thunderstorms, have fallen in most parts of the Bombay 
and the Madras Presidencies, and they have made the land assume. its green . 
garment of grass, and enabled the people to commence agricultural operations. 
But as yet more rain is wanted ; and a great deal of time must elapse before the 
result of the present rains is known. Until the arrival of the result the miseries 
of the famine will be at their height. At such acritical time it is very shameful 
that the rich people of Bombay, who are renowned for their great generosity, 
are doing nothing for their famine-stricken brethren. Several months ago 
the people of Bombay could raise among themselves only one lac of rupees for 
the relief-fund. Look at the generous people of England! Within a month 
they have collected the princely sum of twenty-five lacs of rupees. When it is 
remembered that this generous aid has been given by Englishmen, who are 
situated thousands of miles distant from this country, and that they have given 
such a princely sum that the whole of India could never raise in any famine or 
other emergency, the people of India ought to be, and indeed are, deeply grate- 
ful to England. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Pubhe Instruction, 
Poona, 9th October 1877. 


DN P 6—10 


BOMBAY : PRINTED AT THB GOVERYMENT CENTRAL PRESS 
j e 


. 
' 


wl CONFIDENTIAL) | 


REPORT 


NATIVE “PAPERS: 
For the Week ending 138th October 187 7. 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


No. 


*16 
+17 


*20 


Sl 


Names of Newspapers. 


Place of publication. 


9 


Mahé4rdstra Mitra ...... 
' Bodha Sudhakar ..........0+4. 
Dnyén Chakshu....... CAE 
Dnydnodaya ......cccccceeeees patie wgech 


Kiran.. 


The Arunodaya....... sence 
, Jagan Mitra ......... Josusvedebecvess 


ANGLO-MARA‘THI. 
The Indu Prak4sh 
'» Native Opinion ........... 


Dny4n Prakash 


MARA’THI. 


Inp13—10 [c. 47] 


Belgaum Samfchfr .......... sesbokes 
Wartamén Dipika ...........cceeee 
Nydya Sindhu ............ 


Shubha Suchak.... 
SSSR DEPT OTE PERSO PemeOe 


Kalpataru ...........++:. svoscunecgauenn 
Khandesh Waibhaw 
Satya Sadan ........ pie? 
Wasik Witt .....0.ccccscccccsesees 
Hitechchhu 
Dives Bodhak 5. ..0.ccoscovcccesesets 
Satya Shodhak ... ...cscssoeceseseeees 
Hindu Punch. ........cccceccsscccccsess 
Subodha Patrik& ........e..sccccceees 
Dharwar Writt 


eee Bee eeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeees 


Nagar Samachr .......seccessssenes 
PIERRE <ascsetnscoscsvecovcsecossvccanes 
», Sanmfrga Darshak ..............500 


| REUTER shisckesees 


BS eacasc kel ica 
Poona...... 


Tanna.. 


RETO cl ccencspoaces 

Do. 
I gciscnsesdas ie 
ST vase cccenens 


ga MIRE pais 


Becisenses caksci 
Ratnagiri ......... 
Belgaum. .......0+. 


Bombay eee8OSooeeee 


Ahmednagar ...... 
Jamkhindi ....... ss 
REMMOIEE | escscess] 
i eres 
NESE cvccvccce cose 
eee e 
Dharwar .........00. 
Ratnagiri ......... 
TENTIR®. ..6sidccicocces 
Bombay .........0: 


DASrWae......cccees 


Ahmednagar covers 


POOMB .o0s-sesreeee 
Do. | 

| Bombay .........+-. 
‘Mudhol Sir trite 


’ 


Edition. 


| 


Weekly 
Do. si 

Bi-weekly ... 

Weekly 
Do. 


eee 


Number 
of copies 
issued, 


' re ' X i 
2 
No, | Names of Newspapers. | | Place of publication. Edition. cme 
MARA'THI—continued. 
- $2 | The Dny4én SAgar.......0...seseeeeeeee| RolhSpur cesposess], WOGKIY © os. 125 
» $8 | 3 Pandhari Writt seosectecesereceseveeees| L@nGharpur jaioial: Do. ai 150 | 
34 .-)) ,, Kartnétak’ Wartika-..................) Belgaum,..,........] Do. “| 150 
35 », Mélwan Samfchfr.......s.s.0...+++s..]-MA@lwan ............, Do. sae 210 
et, ee Waekk SG PIE ieee) Do. «100 
37 2 ME TERMINI . ccckchccectbeccsccdl SAME chenecisseeeercl, atOh a 75 
OB 1, URBANA i Alinicriiics..:..4 Poctimimiccnd Do. - ...| 900 
39 ee i Ps | AR ere secsssecsese] DOMDAY ...ce0e0e...| Fortnightly .| 1,500 
40 » A’ryawarta Panchénana ...... sesisck. MINK. cascgnebscctacal Ser ROUMEN <0 457 
. ANGLO-GUZARA'TI. 
41 |The I oo csicecescvosesseocadl MUR sovcconsesscich WMT | 4d 137 
SB) n AIONG occescsosssceneyepeoesees Alamedabed, ccc, DO... “.0f 450 
, GUZARA'TI. | 
Se eee ae ee | eee ‘Weekly ... 400 
44 | ,, Bombay Samfchér..............ss+-+4 Bombay .......4...|Daily «J, 700 
45 » vdme Jamsed ...... enigaipscecpeoseal ae eee © sol « O20 
46 | , Akhb&re Sowd4gar ............... TT edenesccage a vee 615 
We ooo cccrecsccoeed De vbacsvecencdl WaMREs ed Gee 
48 i * AEE UDG ho ccccccuss yéduiebveweeen ‘a ees aes Do. ap 229 
49 » Yajd&n Parast ......... POOR DE a Se Ads, ae ov 900 
a nee ch wien ee 
51 » Deshi Mitra ..... snashansersd ob acebaseil MATBE senendonrse | Do. % 900 
52 » Sind NRE Bacio ove shcoverk: | Kurrachee ......... Do. oe 60 
53 _» Samsher Bahadur ry eR SL Ahmedabad ee ee 200 
54 | , Ahmedabad Saméchér....,..........] Do.  ........| Do  «..{ 60 
55 | ,, Kaira Wartam4n ............,0.:c00+. Kaira ...,...000.| Do, ie. A 
56  ». Kattywar Samfch4r ............... ‘Rajkot weiecedl wee: Do. o' 45 
87 » Broach Wartamén kes ects ie: NER Ge Re 80 
08 » Niti Prakash... SPU TER APTI THE ht Seeeepenepiren wh 119 
| 59 | ,, Satya Mitra ECL MRE ae Do. i 
Oe hi NE iv ceseccictistorvpchscosceodl (DD! seevicsesopsh: 2M, | tt, wane 
61 | ,, Késide ee ae on Tri- Weekly... 900 
TCE sn NIE © csnssescacccnaoe nude denssang | Surat ....0.....00+.| Weekly ..., 100 
63 | ,, Panch ee 1 Senet ae oe dl oe 
*64 | ,, Nydya Prakdsh........ ee ee ND oa. M Do. Br ES 
| HINDUSTANI. 4 : 
65 | The Kushful AKb6r ...,,......seeyese00 led th a ae 
66 a8 Akhtar-o-Hind....,. BE at Ge. Rb: ae . “See gs 300 
oy ‘Persian, | mee Sais 
67 | ‘The Mofurrabal Kolub ......-j..-csezr.| Kurracheo ......4] Do. " .=| _ 800 
” Notes .—The various notices have been cane Ope under different Sead which are printed i in italics. 
The names of Newspapers are printed in italics, and the number of the Newspaper in the list at the 
oe of the report is printed in brackets after the name. 
| e proprietors of the Newspapers marked * have riot given information as te the number of copies | 
jasued, n these cases, an estimate has been made by the Reporter. 
ee ae i 


| 


3 


The Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakash (1) the i rep ye opens with a leader, headed 

: : ‘Severe Attitude of Government towards the Ryots in 
ee ee Rasa * the matter of Salt.”” The article commences with a 
salt generally,’ and of the remark that salt is a great necessary of life and good 


spi pe tingalllgred the ie health, and a good and humane Government ought to 
oa ee traiic in make it of easy access to its people. But the British 


3 Indian Government has thought it fit and right to 
turn this unavoidable necessary of life to the people into one of the chief sources 
of its imperial revenue. ‘The writer then alludes to the great increase in the 
salt-duty ; to the stringent laws enacted for the protection of this duty; to the 
arrangements which the Government of India is pressing on the Native States 
of K4éjputdéna for the regulation of salt produced in those States—arrange- 
ments which threaten to bring the subjects of those States into the same 
difficulties in the matter of salt as are now experienced by the ryots of the 
British territories ; and, lastly, to the Bill which is now lying before the Legis- 
lative Council of India, for regulating the sea-borne traffic in salt, and which 
contemplates prohibiting ships of less than three hundred tons from carrying 
salt. The last law, if passed, says the writer, will prove very injurious to the 
people living on the sea-coast ; because it will render salt not only excessively 
dear to them, but almost unprocurable in several small towns. Government is 
earnestly requested to give its serious and careful attention to this matter, 
before passing this obnoxious law. Most of the matter appearing in this article 
has repeatedly appeared in the Native papers, and has been more fully noticed 
more than once in these weekly summaries. (The Jagan Mitra (11) of the 
same date also expresses similar views on the proposed law). 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 7th October, in an article, headed ‘ The 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal on the Native Press,”’ 
A defence of the Native referring to His Honor’s recent speech on the Native 
Press against the remarks on Press, observes that though His Honor’s remarks con- 
it by the Lieutenant-Gover- . . : 
ne ype Tae tain asmall truth, they cannot be considered as entire- 
j . & ly correct and just. The writer is not acquainted 
with the Native Press of Bengal, and, therefore, can say nothing about it with 
confidence ; still it is not at all probable that it can be disloyal or hostile to 
Government. It is true that the Native Press is very much given to comment. 
- on and criticise the measures of Government and the acts of its officers: but to 
do so is one of its principal duties, and it cannot be justly blamed for perform- 
ing it. It is true also that the Native Press does not pay as much attention to 
pointing out the defects of the people and suggesting the necessary reforms, as 
it pays to pointing out the shortcomings of the authorities. Properly, the 
former is a great, perhaps a greater, duty of the Native Press than the latter, 
and its neglecting the one and giving too exclusive an attention to the other 
gives room to the European officers to “aes its honesty and fairness. Still it 
is quite preposterous to suppose that the Native Press is so silly as not to un- 
derstand its own interest and to entertain a treasonable wish of driving the 
English rulers out of the country. It is not so silly. It knows full well that 
it owes its very existence to the continuance of the British rule. Then, refer- 
ring to the remarks of His Honor, that the Native Press-does not represent the 
Opinions and views of the people; that its writers are neither influential, edu- 
cated, nor respectable ; and that the writings of the Native Press carry no influ- 
ence with and command no respect or confidence of the people, the Opinion 
remarks that these remarks of His Honor are true only to a very small extent ; 
they are not entirely true. The Native Press does represent the views and 
Opinions of the people to a great extent. It is true the conductors of the Native 
Papers are not generally highly educated or very influential. Still the editorial 
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staff of the Native Press is day by day improving, and the Native Press is 
gaining day Ny day more influence and respect among the people. It is true 
also that the Native Press does not, as yet, possess that influence and power 
which are commanded by the same institution in more civilized countries. But 
the fact is not to be wondered at. The institution is too young as yet to be so 
strong. The writer wonders His Honor thought it fit to choose the occasion 
of a public darbér to make such an attack on the Native Press. _ - 


The same, in magager: Posies py “English Generosity and their 
: igations on India,” observes that the English are 
Fo guar Tagg dar naturally a high-minded, generous and kind people, 
- jiberality towards the famine- and this good old fame of theirs they have well preser- 
stricken people of India. ved on the occasion of this year’s Indian famine. We 
knew this noble trait of the English character, and repeatedly called on our 
leading men to call out a public meeting in Bombay and Madras, and to make 
an appeal to the philanthropy of the English nation. But the authorities 
here did not like the idea, and the people had not sufficient. independent spirit 
in them to move even in this matter without the concurrence of the authorities. 
This unwillingness of the authorities to make an appeal to the public in aid 
of the famine-stricken people this time, is quite mysterious and novel. The 
writer laments over this attitude df the authorities, and observes that it has led to 
several very deplorable results. Lord Lytton, Sir Philip Wodehouse and. Sir 
Richard Temple have brought an ever-lasting stain on their administration, by 
their obstinate refusal to make an appeal.to the public charity in aid of the 
famine-stricken people ; and history will perpetuate this. stain in its records. 
If these great administrators have concealed this dire distress of the.people from 
the knowlege of the English nation and of the world, in order to achieve the 
credit and aa of having successfully managed the great calamity with their 
own wisdom and skill, and without any aid from without, they have committed 
a great. and irreparable blunder. Instead of achieving any credit or fame, 
they have brought on themselves a great discredit and a bad name. The 
Opinion then very highly praises the Duke of Buckingham for his independence 
and courage for openly admitting the gravity of the situation, and making an 
appeal to the philanthropy of the'great and generous English nation in aid of 
the sufferers from the famine. Dr. Cornish and other subordinate officers of 
Madras also receive their share of eulogy from the Native Opinion,: for cordially 
operating with and supporting their chief in the great and noble work. The 
writer once more praises the English nation for its princely generosity and 
distinguished philanthropy, and observes that India will for a long time remem- 
ber this gracious act of the ruling nation with great and deep gratitude. 


The Belgaum Samachar (12) and the Nydya Sindhu (14) of the 8th Octo- 

The Masters’ and Servants’ ber also express themselves against the Masters and 

Bill. Servants’ Bill of the Honorable Mr. Stokes, on the 
same grounds on which it has been condemned by other papers. 


The Khandesh Waibhdw (18) of the 5th October, but received on the 9th,. 
_ has an article, headed ‘“‘ A New Law of Extraordinary 
Peas gf ‘oealal aad Tyranny regarding Jungles (or Forests).”” As Govern- 
iniquitous. ment is geang stronger and stronger, it is growing 
| more and more severe and diminishing the liberties 
and importance of the people. The English rulers donot show the same respect 
to our rights and religion as they once did. The Salt Act, the Watandérs’ Act, 
the Revenue Jurisdiction Act, and the Revenue Code Act are mentioned as © 
measures supporting the above assertion. Then, referring to the Bill mentioned 
in the heading, the writer observes that the fact that the measure has been 
pesperec by the Honorable Mr. Hope, is enough to show its general tendency. 
he third section of the second chapter of the Bill proposes to interfere with 
private rights in the jungles. The law also contemplates empowering Govern- 
2nP13—10 | 
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. ment to. convert private lands into Government jungles, and making over the 

power of deciding private claims regarding forest lands- to Special Forest 
Officers, and removing them from the jurisdiction of the Civil Courts. The Bill, 
if passed, is sure to lead to much oppression and injustice. What wonder is 
_ there if such laws create a feeling of discontent among the people ! 


The Hitechchhu (21) of Kaladgi of the 7th October, in‘-common with some 


other vernacular papers, notices the case of Mr. 


a 
The case of Mr. McCorkell McCorkell, and Ph 8 remarks on it. That the 
ence more noticed and com- 


mented upon. | - people of India are notoriously sensitive in the matter 

of religion and that any injudicious interference with 
it leads to very bad results, are facts well-known in history. The recent de- 
cision of the great authorities in the celebrated ‘‘ Weld Case,” appears to have 
produced no effect on the conduct of the subordinate officers, and has not made 
them more careful to avoid hurting the religious feelings of the people. 


The Satya Shodhak (23) of the 7th October, in an article, headed ‘“ The 
Subordinate Judge and the People of Dapoli,’”’ observes 
Why so many people sought that some people of Dapoli prayed the District Judge 
oe pow $e ni a, 7 of Ratndégiri to transfer their cases from the Court of 
vag Face tang of Dipoli >  Réw Séheb Mukundréw Bhaskar, the Subordinate 
Judge of Dapoli, to some other Court, and their re- 
quest was complied with. More people also have sent a similar prayer to the 
District Judge, and their cases are also transferred to the Court of Chipiun. 
- Transference of cases from one court to another at the request of parties is a 
very rare event. What is the cause of so many people requesting the transfer 
of their cases from the Court of Ddpoli? _ The District Judge and the Govern- 
ment are requested to inquire into this matter. A Sub-Judge is an important 
oficer, and his conduct must be always above suspicion. The fact that the 
District Judge has thought it right to transfer so many cases atthe request of 
the parties from the court of this Sub-Judge, makes the inquiry asked for the 
more necessary on the part of Government or of the High Court. - 


The Dharwar Writt (26) of the 4th October, but received on the 8th, also 
has a leader giving the recent speech of the Lieuten- 
A defence of the Native ant-Governor of Bengal animadverting on the Native 
gon against the remarkson Press, After referring to the complaint of His Honor 
y the Lieutenant-Gover- h : 8 
of Bengal. that the Native Press, instead of praising the Euro- 
ce ean officers of Government for the very great exer- 
tions they make day and night to promote the welfare of the ryots, takes 
delight in hunting out and bringing to light some censurable deeds of a few 
_ thoughtless officials, and, giving an exaggerated account of them, creates a feel- 
ing of disgust in the minds of thoughtful men; and that this conduct of the 
Native Press tends to create a feeling of estrangement between the ruling and 
the ruled races, the Writt observes that the remarks coming from so experienced 
and able an officer as His Honor, deserve very careful notice from the Native 
Press. The Writt asserts that the writers in the Native Presscan have no cause 
or interest for exhibiting any personal ill-feeling towards the European officers 
of Government. They occasionally write against them simply because they find 
themselves forced to do so by their journalistic duties. They gain no advan- 
tage whatever by commenting upon the conduct of these influential officials, 
nay, they rather run the risk of bringing themselves into a scrape through the 
enmity of these powerful men. The writer then repeats the old and frequently 
reiterated remark, that formerly the Europeans who come to this country con- 
tained a large majority of good, thoughtful, and kind men; but now the majo- 
rity of the men who come Sons Europe are crafty, rude, and thoughtless. The 


writer attributes this change to a sense of security on the part of the English 
rulers, who find themselves too firmly established to care much for the feelings 
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of the timid and helpless subject Native population. The writer then briefly 
refers to a few recent cases of alleged high-handedness of oe officials, 
and concludes with a prayer to Government not to diminish the — of the 
Native Press, and thus to remove the small check that is exercised on the high- 


handed and arbitrary conduct of some of its officials. 


The Kashta Wildsini (29) of the 9th October, in an ‘article, headed ‘ Con- 


| fusion of the Mind,” in making a comparison between 
Government is accused of the English, the Mahomedan, and the Russian Gov- 


squeezing money out of the 


people. ed forced labour, and exercised other forms of tyranny ; 


but at present in addition to forced labour there is no food to eat, and the 
people are astonished at the crafty European Mogl4i. ‘I'he Mahomedans did not 
squeeze the people as sugar-cane is squeezed in a press. But now the whole of 
India is squeezed, and the ryots have been made spiritless. The article con- 
tains some other confused and incoherent observations. 


The Din Bandhu (88) of the 9th October is very sorry to see the Educa- 


_ ‘The doubling of the school tional Department is increasing the rates of the school 


tees in the vernacular schools, fees in the vernacular schools. The Din Bandhu, 
especially on the children of which professes to advocate the interests of the non- 
en payers, is depri- Brdhmdanical castes, regrets to find that the children 
ca . ' 

this doubling of the fees. In the oe of the writer, the children of the 
local-cess payers ought to be entirely exempted from the school fees. But 


instead of making this concession to this most useful class, which, on account of 


its extreme backwardness, needs education most, the educational authorities 
have thought it fit to double the rate of the school fees on the children of this 
class. The writer laments that Government has as yet done nothing to spread 


education among the agricultural population, and earnestly prays it to encour- 


age education among this most backward and ignorant, but, atthe same time, 
most useful section of its subjects. 


The Hitechchhu (42) of Ahmedabad of the 4th October, but received on the 
7th, in a leader, headed “ The Tyranny of the Police 

. re By ys om of this place (Ahmedabad),” prefers three complaints 
ot Aleehiied : °*"Y against the City Police Inspector of Ahmedabad, who, 
the writer states, seems to be good and kind, but in 

some matters commits injustice. About 20 days ago a ta complained to the 
Inspector that a policeman had beaten him ; but as yet that officer has not sent 
the case to the Magistrate. A baniy4 has been committed to a magistrate for 
raising a quarrel with a policeman ; but the counter charge made by the baniya 
ainst the police was not taken notice of by the Inspector. The third com- 
plaint is that the Inspector did not release from the pound a cow immediately 
on the application of the owner as required by the law. The complainant in the 
third case has petitioned the Collector and Magistrate of Ahmedabad on the 


subject, and the Hitechchhu prays that officer to find out what truth there is in 
the complaint. 


A correspondent of the same complains that there is no dharmashala at 


Dholera, a port where numerous travellers arrive who 
A prayer to build a dhar- 


experience great inconvenience in the absence of such 
oy in the. scoummmodasinn: Government has built dharma- 
pe shalas in even smaller places than Dholera, where a 
building of the kind is urgently required, The writer prays the Collector of 
Ahmedabad to supply this desideratum. : 
3N P 13—10 


Ahmedabad Zillah. 


ernments, observes that the Mahomedan rulers exact-- 


of the local-cess payers also have been made liable to | 
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-' The Guzerat Mitra (48) of the 7th October, in an incomplete article, headed 
; ‘The Awkward, nay, Wilful Conduct of our Customs 
p Complaints against the Department, (and) the Hardships befalling the Mer- 
ustoms Department of poy . ° 
saat District. chants therefrom,” prefers two complaints against the 
Customs Department of the Surat Zillah. The first 
complaint is, that whenever a merchant sends goods by the sea from a British 
port in the Surat District to another British port in India, he is required by the 
rules of the Customs Department to deposit a sum of money equal to the duty 
leviable on the goods exported. This sum is to be returned to the merchant, 
on his presenting to the Customs officers of the port of exportation a certificate 
from the Customs officer of the port of importation, that the goods have been 
imported there. A certain time is allowed within which if this certificate is 
presented the merchant gets the drawback. But on account of many causes, 
such as delay in the arrival of the ship at the port of destination, delay made 
by the Customs officers of that port in granting the certificate, or delay made 
by the postal department,—causes over which the merchants can have no sort 
of control,—the merchants sometimes cannot present the certificate within the 
period allowed by the Customs Department; and then the authorities credit 
the deposit to Government. The merchants thus suffer a loss. The writer 
considers this conduct of the Customs authorities as pure injustice, and asks 
Government, is it otherwise? The second complaint of the writer is, that 
sometimes a ship is laden with undutiable goods, but the merchant cannot get 
the manifest of the ship ready before evening for the signature of the Customs 
authorities; or that a ship is nearly laden with the kind of goods mentioned 
above, and the merchant cannot complete the loading before a certain hour. 
Now, if the ship is allowed to continue to remain one night more in the same 
place until the manifest is signed or the loading of it is completed, the next 
tide will not be so high as to make her float, and she will be unable’ to go to 
sea for a fortnight more on account of low tides. When a ship is in such a 
plight, the merchant requests the Customs authorities to permit the ship to be 
taken to another part of the port, until the manifest is signed or until the re- 
maining few peal a are loaded on her, that there may be no hindrance to her 
immediately leaving the port after she is completely laden and her manifest is 
signed by the authorities, The local Customs authorities on such occasions do 
not grant the permission, and tell the merchant to apply to the higher autho- 
rity, who is at such a distance that it takes some days before permission ar- 
rives from him, and thus the object of the merchant is defeated. Is thisa small 
hardship to the merchants ? asks the writer. 


The Jame Jamsed (45) of the 9th October is extremely glad to learn from 
telegram that the English Cabinet Council had recently 
. Propriety of the British met to consider the question of the Government of 
pg giving & pecumary England rendering pecuniary. aid to India in connec- — 
p to India in relief of the |. ; : rf ; 
famine expenses. tion with the famine prevailing in the latter country. 
The Jame Jamsed observes that the people of India 
are grateful to England for raising thirty lacs of rupees by public subcriptions 
in aid of the famine-stricken. They are now thinking of giving further aid | 
from the revenues of their country ; and this desire supplies a further proof of 
their great love towards the people of India. The Jéme Jamsed is, however, 
sorry to learn that Lord Salisbury does not admit the necessity of England 
rendering pecuniary help to India in the present crisis.. His Lordship says 
_ that the expenses of the famine are not heavy, and that India can well bear 
them unassisted. The Jdme Jamsed observes that the sum of about fourteen krors 
of rupees which the famine will cost, is a large sum, the burden of which poor 
India will not be able to bear. Moreover a pecuniary aid from the Government 
of England will have a very salutary effect otherwise. The people of India 
will, in such a case, see that the people and the Government of England not 
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only gd with their misfortunes, but open their purses to mitigate 
them. The Jdme Jamsed hopes that Lord Salisbury will admit the necessity 
of and obtain pecuniary aid from the English treasury in the present dire mis- 
fortune of this country. , (The Akhbdre Sowddgar (46) of the 10th October 
- expresses similar sentiments). 


The Rdst Goftdr (47) of the 7th October after giving a few particulars 
| | from the Compulsory Vaccination Act, which has come 
Suggestions for spreadinga into operation. in pepe | from the Ist September 


. knowledge of the Compulsory ;' . ; 
catia Meh ‘teaban te last, a knowledge of which is very necessary to 


: the people of Bombay to perform the obligations 
Ce reeled and to escape the cenalties suede by the 
Act, observes that Government does not appear to have taken any other measure 
than stricking up hand-bills in every street and lane of the city for conveying 
information to the masses of the obligations and the penalties mentioned in this 
Act. It is true that these hand-bills contain important sections of the law ; and 
apparently it is expected.that they will suffice to convey due information to 
the people. But the masses do not know how to read, and those who do, do not 
generally stand in the streets and read the Bills. Thus the sticking up of the 
hand-bills on the walls may be said to have not proved of sufficient service 
for the due spread of the required information. The Rdst Goftér therefore 
requests Dr. Hewlett, the Sanitary Commissioner who has been payaso head 
of the Vaccination Department, to distribute hand-bills among the people, to 
proclain the Act by beat of tom-tom, to publish notices in newspapers, to give 
information on the subject to the patients attending hospitals and charitable 
dispensaries, and to adopt other proper means for spreading information among 
the masses about the existence and the objects of the Compulsory Vaccination 
Act and the penalties mentioned in it to be inflicted on those who fail to perform 
the obligations required by it. 


The Ahmedabad Samdchdr (54) of the 3rd October, but received on 

_ the 7th, wholly disapproves of the New Civil Pro- 

Criticism on and dis- cedure, Code, which, it says, is by no means an 

speeere. of the new Civil improvement on the old law or Act VIII. of 1859. 
rocedure Code or Act: X. To : : 

of 1877, n almost every particular the new law is very 

perplexing. Scarcely any mistake is made in this 

law for the due protection of the interests of the defendant. .The creditors 

are surrounded with many difficulties in the realization of their money. The 

result of it will be that the business of money-lending will be considerably 

lessened, and the poor people will suffer great miseries. The execution of 

decrees within a short period seems intended for replenishing the State treasury. 


on particular items disapproved by the writer are mentioned with some 
etail, . | 


The Kdstde Mumbai (61) of = October, but ageires on the 7th, 
laments that the present times are such that one who 
| decel f Ahtslt reat pele the truth as well as a liar are both scorned by 
agsines the Native Press by the gt Accordingly, if the writers of news- 
a Honor the Lieutenant- papers should write truth about religious matters, the 
ee oF enn people would make an attack on them; if these 
writers should speak untruths in the same matter, the people would not be slow 
to give them a similar treatment. In regard to political matters, the writers 
i hewspapers are in a similar fix. If they speak truth, they are denounced as 
ungrateful and disloyal ; and if they speak untruths, they have to fear Govern- 
ment.. The people say that for them the writers in newspapers should speak 
untruths, and even Government wishes that it should be so. After these pre- 
fatory obsetvations, the Kdside, in alluding to the charge of disloyalty brought 
__ by the Honorable Mr. Eden, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, against the 
4nP13—10 : | Y 
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Native Press of his presidency, says that His Honor is very angry with the 
Native Press ; and had His Honor been in Lord Lytton’s place, he would have 
stopped the Native papers, since he wishes that the independence enjoyed by 
the Native Press should be withheld from it. The reason of His Honor utter- 
ing such a wish appears to be that the Native Press speaks truth and publicly 
censures the Europeans who abuse and maltreat the Natives. But the Govern- 
ment maligns the Natives by calling them disloyal for this conduct of the Press. 
When such a misfortune befalls us, are we to do as the jackal who deceived a — 
pious fakir and drowned him in the river ? Will His Honor Mr. Ashley Eden 
tell us what is truth, and what is the meaning of it ? In regard to the British 
policy towards Afganistan we are in a similar fix. But we would stick to truth. 
At present it behoves Government to gain over Afganistan by all means on its 
side. By doing so Government will be benefited, and the lives of thousands 
of men will be saved from untimely destruction.’ 


The Nydya Prakdésh (64), a new paper recently started at Surat, in its issue 
of the 8th October charges the Foujdar or Chief Con- 
stable of Olpdd with having got up false evidence, giv- 
ing false evidence, and keeping a person under illegal 
restraint in a case tried by the Second Class Magistrate of Olpd4d. About three 
months ago, says the Nydya Prakash, the Chief Constable charged Narsi Kuwarj1, 
a rich cultivator and a trader of Bhatgaum and a member of the Local Fund 
Committee of Olpdd, with having stolen his (the Chief Constable’s) kandoro, or 
silver waste ornament, and committed him for trial before the Second Class 
Magistrate of Olpad. After briefly stating the circumstances under which the 
rich and respectable cultivator Narsi happened to be charged with such a seri- 
ous crime as theft, the Nydya Prakdsh states that the Second Class Magistrate 
has done justice and freed the accused from the serious charge. It also observes 
that in this case though the waist ornament belonged to the Chief Constable 
himself, Dewji Nagji, a policeman, was made a complainant ; that though the 
Chief Constable was a witness in the case, he instituted inquiries into it; and 
that the evidence of Keshawld4l was written in his own handwriting. Thus the 
Chief Constable got up and also gave himself false evidence, and kept a person 


in illegal imprisonment; and by these censurable proceedings disgraced a res- 
pectable person. , 


Serious charges against the 
Chief Constable of Olpad. 


Municipalities. 


The Subodha Patrikd body of the 7th October con not like the pro ‘cae 

hhine to, made in the new Bombay Municipal Bill, of clubbing 

Pi hs ge sacs Seat together all the Gilerent sxunicinel rates, such as the 
and realizing them in two house-tax, the police-tax, the light-rate, the water-rate, 
the haldlcore-cess, &c., and of realizing the whole . 
sum in two instalments; and observes that this ar- 
rangement will prove very inconvenient and hard to the smaller house-holders. 
The different public associations and the popular members of the Corporation 
are urgently requested to oppose this proposal and show its inconvenience and 


inconvenient. 


hardship. 


- The A'ria Warta (36) ofthe 6th October, but received on the 9th, in an 


} rT! ‘ 
The Dhulia Municipality is article, headed “The Management of our (Dhulia) 


ecnmaped tor ila clumsy’ and Municipality,” states that the Dhulia Municipality is 
wasteful management. at present engaged in fixing large iron-boxes on the 

- sides of the streets. ‘These boxes are to be kept filled 
with water, that the water may be useful in case of any street-fire. The writer 
condemns this arrangement as very expensive and clumsy. The boxes will 
have to be emptied and filled again with fresh water at the interval of a few 
days; otherwise, they will be a nuisance. Thus a permanent establishment 
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will have to be kept up for this work, which can be useful only at the time of 


accidents. The real, great, and wshiggs Bogus of the town is the want of a good 
water-supply. Instead of removing this want effectually by undertaking and 
carrying out some good and wise work, the municipality has been trying all 
sorts of makeshifts and wasting the people’s money. The writer then mentions 
the various expedients which the municipality tried from time to time and 
which, one and all, have proved useless in the end. 


The Bombay Samachar (44) of the 10th October supports the proposition 
idscaihtinn mate Wlhiliilt made b Sir Frank Souter in the meeting of the 

we polhas-stdhiles in Lown Council of Bombay of last week, for raising 
Bombay, in order that there new buildings for the police-stationsin Bombay. Com- 
may be better lock-ups in pared to the other improvements of Bombay, observes 
these buildings than the the Samdchdr, the police-stations of this city are very 
a wretched, dirty and full of inconveniences. Sir 
Frank wants them to be built anew to muke due conveniences to the European 
constables who live in them. But these officers do not seem to experience any 
t inconveniences in the existing buildings. But the lock-ups in these 


buildings, in which accused persons anpevnantot by the police are confined 
. until they are convicted or released by 


@ judicial authorities, are more fit for 

beasts than for human beings. They present a very wretched appearance as 

to cleanliness, conveniences and admission of air into them. A very large 

number of persons apprehended by the police are innocent persons, and it is in 

interest of these as well as of the really guilty persons, that there should be’ 
better lock-ups. The Municipality should pay particular attention to this 

matter when it sanctions new buildings for the police-stations. 


The Rdst Goftdr (47) of the 7th October, in a short leader, headed “ An 
«Essay Anticipated,” states that the death-rate in 

hi enone SEES the Bombay is still fearful. According to the last state- 
ieakae vere &® sents published by the Health Officer, the death-rate 
| er one thousand men is 54. At the last meeting of 

the Town Council Dr. Blaney drew the special attention of the Council to this 
grave fact. And what did the Council do? Though many weeks have not 
passed over the report made by the Health Officer on the question as to the 
causes of the high death-rate prevailing then in Bombay, the Town Council 
has again referred the same question to him, after suggesting the two below 
mentioned causes of the serious fact. It was stated that the population of 
Bombay is computed at six-and-a-half lac of souls, but really it is much more 
than that number, and, consequently, the death-rate is greater. But however 
large the population of Bombay may be, the death-rate should not be so high as 
it is. The population of London is forty lacs, and the death-rate there is only 
19 per one thousand per month, and even this rate was reduced last month to 
17 per one thousand. The second reason suggested by the ‘Town Council for 
the high death-rate of Bombay was, that there is a great sickness among the peo- 


_ ple who have come into Bombay from the famine-stricken provinces, and conse- 


quently there is an extensive mortality among them. The Rast Goftdr observes 
that only thirty thousand men have come into Bombay from the famine-stricken 
districts ; and howsoever large the number of sick persons among them, the 
death-rate of Bombay cannot be doubled by them. Again, the sick persons 
among the famine-stricken persons are prohibited from coming into Bombay, 
and are detained and kept at Tanna, Coorla, or Panwel. Thus the two reasons 
suggested in the Town Council for the high déath-rate are by no means enough 
to account for. Since a reference to the Health Officer on the subject has been 
again made so soon after his first report, it may be divined what will come and 
what will not come in the second report expected from him. [In his second. 
essay Dr. Weir will give a long dissertation on how the air is poisoned, and 
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- will find fault with the water and drainage of Bombay. But he will not attri- 
bute the high death-rate to the indolence and mismanagement of his own 
_ department, for the same will not appear to him. | 


Railways. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (44) of the 9th October, after referring to a dispute 
between the authorities of the G. I. P. Railway and 
A dispute between the E.I. those of the E. I. Railway in regard to the use of the 

and lage ‘Gus ao waggons of the latter by the former, and after allud- 
Eas aad seathe th. ing to the advantages which accrue to the mercantile 
public from the existing arrangement, requests Gov- 


ernment to appoint a Commission to settle amicably this dispute and to keep 
up the old arrangement. | 


The Bhomiyo (62) of the 10th October makes a few suggestions to the 
i Traffic Manager of the B. B. and C. I. Railway. 
Manabe al theB.BandC.1. After praising Mr. Duxbury for making several im- 
Railway. provements on the line, and calling him a well-wisher 
of the Natives, the Bhomiyo revives the old and fre- 

quently repeated complaint of the Native Press, that on several occasions third 
class carriages are inconveniently crowded. On the occasions of the Manekthari 
and Chaitra fairs at Ddkor and other places of pilgrimage, the third class 
carriages are so much crowded that there is scarcely room in these ar 
for the passengers to stand. The Bhomiyo therefore requests the Traffic 
Manager to keep a few spare third class carriages at each of the stations 
of Baroda, Anand, and Boridwi on these occasions. The second sugges- 
tion is, that the luggage of a passenger should be examined and the excess, if 
any, charged at the station at which he gets into the railway carriage. The 
third suggestion is, that a “‘ smoking compartment,” should be provided for the 
third class vga The Bhomiyo then makes a complaint about the luggage 
and the ticket clerks at the station of Surat. These clerks do not wish to 
give the remaining change when having to receive payment for less than a rupee 
they are offered a rupee. They order the persons offering the rupee to go 
and get it changed somewhere else and pay them the change. The writer 


wonders why these clerks do not give change, and requests Mr. Duxbury to 
remove this complaint. 3 


Native States. 


The Guzerat Mitra ‘) of the 7th October states ot gold a of 

R the value of about four thousand rupees, belonging 
Deed af Sande te pe to the Jain temple in the town of Songhad Wyér4, in 
to a robbery which has not the Nawsari Mahal of the Gaekwar’s Government, were 
> vera Lai by the robbed from an underground room in the temple 
oe ere ~- some time before the month of Shréwan last. In this 
month the robbery was accidentally discovered, and immediate notice of it was 
given to the Foujdaér and the Wahiwatdar of the place. They immediately 
apprehended the two pujaris of the temple who were residing in the building. 
Since then a great delas has been made in instituting proper inquiries into the 


case ; and, consequently, the authorities, both of Songhad Wyd4ré and of Naw- - 
sari, have been as yet unable to detect the stolen property. ‘‘ We have receiv- 
ed information of the conduct adopted by the authorities of that place in regard 
to the inquiries into the case. If this information is to be held reliable, we 
would recommend His Excellency the Diw4n of Baroda to call upon the Mahé- 
jan (of Songhad Wyér4) to come to him and tell the story. When His Excel-. 
lency hears it, he will be quite amazed.” — | : 
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The Jdme Jamsed (45) of the 10th October contains a para, headed “ Will 
? _ Nobody punish the Highway Robbers?” in which a 
A complaint aboutrobberies ¢orrespondent states that for a long time past there 


exists a strong band of. mounted highway robbers 
between Pdtan and Deesa. These robbers ride on 
fleet horses, armed with muskets and swords. They waylay passengers and 
rob them. These highwaymen have (recently) shot to death a cultivator of the 
village of Shapdd4, in the Pétan (Mahal). Many complaints have been made 
about these highwaymen, who have committed numerous robberies; but the 
British Government has not yet rid the public of this evil. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press, 


mounted highwaymen. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 16th October 1877. 
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| The Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakésh (1) of the 15th October, in an article, headed “ India 


and England,” considers the liberal and prompt re- 
Advocates the propriety of sponse by the people of England, to the appeal made 
the English exchequer mak- +9 their charity by the Duke of Buckingham in the 
ing @ pecuniary grant to . ° , ; 
India, on account of the great terests of the famine-stricken people of India, as a 
famine in the latter country. very happy sign of increased interest and sympathy, 
. felt by Imperial Britain in the affairs of this depen- 
dency, and observes that the good and noble English nation is always ready to 
act justly and pec | towards India. Then referring to the suggestion 
made by some generous English constituencies to the ministers, to give a pecu- 
niary grant to India from the English treasury to enable her to get out of the 
famine difficulty, the Indu Prakdsh tries to show that the suggestion is as wise 
as it is generous, and ought to be carried out. India has very greatly contri- 
buted to the creation of the great wealth of England, and, therefore, has a 
claim on the latter country for pecuniary help in her difficulties. The famine 
expenditure of India will amount to more than fourteen krors, and India is too 
poor to bear this expenditure with convenience. If wealthy Imperial England 
will help this poor dependency, if not with a free gift, but even. with a loan, 
she will lay India under an everlasting obligation. The writer also suggests 
great reductions in the existing expenditure ; but is afraid that, as the interests 
of influential Europeans are affected by these reductions, there is little hope of 
their being carried out to any great relief of the Indian treasury. 


The same, in another article, headed “‘ The approaching Darbdér at Gwa- 
p lior,” observes that though the country is getting more 
eprecates the profuse be- , 
stowal of titles and too-fre. #nd more backward in trade, and poorer and poorer 
quent assembling of darbars in wealth day by day, it is getting rich in titles and 
generally, and the approach- darbdrs. The titles of Radw Sdhebs, Raw Bédhadurs, 
ry. Dog at Gwalior particu. Rigs &c., are becoming so plentiful and common, as 
é to lose much of their value. At one time these honours 
were bestowed with so much care and discrimination, that they invariably indi- 
cated some distinguished merit in those on whom they were conferred. Dar- 
bars also have become so frequent, that the Native chiefs and rajds find them-. 
selves much exhausted by the expenditure they are obliged to incur on their 
- account. Expenditure for these darbars has become an ordinary ttem in their 
State accounts. Every five years the Governors and the Viceroys are changed ; 
and every new dignitary must receive the same expensive worship from these 
_ Native feudatories as was paid to his predecessor ; otherwise, the feudatories 
run the risk of losing their old reputation, and, perhaps, of getting the dreadful 
epithet of ‘ traitors’! When a dignitary visits a Native chief’s court he must 
be honoured with costly pageants, such as hunting-parties, races, and such other 
tamashds. But, by incurring these expenses, have these feudatories' been able 
to preserve their old positions and dignities? Not atall. Before January last 
the salutes which the most important of them, such as the Nizam, the Gaekwar, 
and the Chief of Mysore received, were equal to those given to the Viceroy and 
even to Her Majesty’s flag, But since the assumption of the title of Empress 
of India by Her Majesty, the salutes given to Her Majesty’s flag and to the 
Viceroy have been greatly increased, while those given. to the old allies have 
remained the same. Then referring to the approaching darbdér at Gwalior, the 
Indu Prakdsh observes that it was -believed that after the grand Imperial as- 
semblage at Delhi Lord Lytton would not think of having a darbér so soon. 
But the belief has proved wrong. We are to have a big darbér at Gwalior next 
month. In this darbér His Excellency the Viceroy is to invest His Highness 
Mahdrd4jé Sindia wita the order of G. C. B. Their Highnesses the Mahdraj4 
Holkar and the Mahdrdjé of Jeypore are invited by the Mahérdjé Sindia. Grand 
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reparations are going on at Gwalior for the occasion, and lots of money is to 
be spent. There will, of course, be military reviews, hunting excursions, balls, 
parties, and such other costly tamdshds, which must take place according to 
the political code. Is there any real necessity for such a lavish expenditure? 
The writer in the Indu Prakdsh cannot see any. The toy could have been pre- 
sented to His Highness through the Political Resident at his court, without 
any expensive show. One wonders how His Excellency Lord Lytton, who has 
recently visited the Madras Presidency and pgeg seen the horrible effects 
the famine has produced there, has consented to this costly show at Gwalior, 
which is at present threatened with a similar calamity. The Native princes 
have no choice in these matters. ‘They must do the pleasure of the representa- 
tives of the mighty paramount power. The writer concludes with.a hope that 


- no European guest of His Highness will make any ungrateful use of the oppor- 


tunity to the injury of the princely host. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 14th October, in an article, headed “‘ A Prayer 

for the Prevention of Famines to the British Publie 

Suggestions made to effect and the Government,” observes that the present great 

<P alice of to cums famine in India has excited a deep and. wide interest 

India. or and sympathy among the people of Britain as is proved 
by the most princely and prompt subscriptions the 

are giving for the famine-stricken, as well as by the anxious discussions whisk 

are going on in that imperial country, as to how to prevent the recurrence of such 


calamities here in future. British generosity has gone so far as to suggest a pe- 


cuniary grant to India from the English treasury. Such interest and sympathy 


are very seldom created in the English public in the affairs of this dependency ; 
and it behoves every well-wisher of India, both here and in England, to make 
the most of this extremely rare opportunity. The writer then alludes to the uni- 
fication of England and India by Her eae assuming a new and august title 
in connection with this country, and thus making India an integral and insepar- 
able part of the British Empire. Now the interests of England and of India are 
indissolubly united. England now feels and acknowledges that it is her bounden 
duty to protect India and its ryots, and she has most nobly responded to the 
call made by His Grace the Duke of Buckingham in behalf of the suffering 
ryots of India. But such occasional helps, though beyond all praise for their 
extraordinary munificence, are not effectual for the permanent cure of the evil. 
The root of the evil is the great and growing poverty and utter exhaustion of 
the country. Under such a condition any fresh additional taxation cannot be a 
wise and advisable remedy. Frequent appeals to the charity of outsiders are 
also equally inadvisable and unwise. The country is already too callous to the 
shame of the vice of begging. The people require to be taught the great virtue 
of self-reliance, and to despise and hate begging, if they are ever to be perma- 
nently improved. The good people of England and the Imperial Knglish Parlia- 
ment alone can effect this improvement of this vast ancient Indian nation, if 
they will undertake the work earnestly. The Opinion then suggests what the 
English people and the English parliament should do for India. The sugges- 
tions are all old ones, repeatedly made in the Native papers. They are, that 
the English parliament should guarantee the Indian debt, and, dantiy. enable 
the authorities to lower the rate of interest on the Indian stock ; that the question 
of the Home charges should be considered, and the Indian treasury should be 
relieved of several items of this charge which, in justice, ought to fall on the 
Imperial exchequer of England, and which are at present devolved on India ; that 
great reductions should be made in the existing Indian expenditure both in Eng- 
land and in India; that departments which were never useful to India, or which 
were once useful but which are not so now, and which are maintained only to 
provide lucrative places to Europeans, should be done away with. The ecclesi- 
astical establishment is adduced as an instance of the former rage ea - and the 
Revenue Survey Department, the Cotton Frauds Department, and the places of 
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the Commanders-in-Chief of the minor Presidencies are given as examples of the 
latter description ; that the number of the Civilians should be diminished, and 
the number of the High Court Judges should also be reduced; that indigenous 
industries should be encouraged ; that the land settlement should be made og 


manent. A few more suggestions of the same nature are offered in the article. 


The same, in another article, headed ‘‘ Government Servants and the 


_ Native Press,” observes that Government now-a-days 

The — nage of seems to be angry with the Native Press, but it does — 
sulle the Native. Press to. Ot take into account the conduct of its servants. The 
write against them. writers of the Native Press can have no personal inte- 
rest in writing against Government or its officers ; 

they rather run the risk of making for themselves powerful enemies. ‘They are 
actuated only by the motive of promoting public justice and exposing public 
wrongs. A belief is growing among the people that the officers of Government 
are getting more and more thoughtless and careless; and it is difficult to say 
that this popular belief is altogether baseless. The writer then refers to the 
recent assault case by a European officer in the Ratnagiri District and to that 
of Mr. McCorkell. He also refers more fully to the case of Mr. Westmacot as 
given in one of the recent numbers of the Hindu Patriot, in which that officer is 
charged with defying and showing contempt to the authority of the High Court. 


To comment even on such conduct in his paper draws down the displeasure of 
the authorities on a Native editor ! 


The Dnyan Prakash (8) of the 14th October has a long leader, headed 
| * ‘The Ryots and the Sowkars,” in which the side of the ~ 
Pew -< gg ormoney-lender Jatter is represented at some length. This defence of 

the money-lender has nothing new about it. It has 
appeared more than once in newspapers, and is to be found in ordinary books 
on political economy. ‘The Dnagdn Prakdsh says that the sowkdr is not, after 
all, such a greedy monster as some English officers believe him to be; and his 


so-called greed is only one of the minor causes of the general poverty of the 
ryots, 


The Mahdrastra Mitra (5) of the 11th October, but received on the 15th, in 
Locus Buglead of aban- %% article, headed . The Diminution of the Influence 
doning her old ally Turkey at Of England by its selfishness,” observes that at present 
a critical time, ben eiltch England does hot seem to enjoy the same great influ- 
mentees. ence among the nations of Europe as she formerl 
possessed. Her abandoning Turkey in the present crisis has proved England 
to be a selfish and time-serving power. ‘The stirring events which are occurring 
in Europe have proved the hollowness of the great pretensions which Russia 
used to make as the greatest and most formidable military power in the whole 
world, and which the world was disposed to acquiesce in;‘ and they have also 
diminished the moral influence of England. England has suffered this loss 
from her selfishness. She loves money more than her good name. She allows 
this love of money to exercise an undue influence ‘in her policy towards India 
also, It is this greed which is creating ’a feeling of discontent among her pati- 
ent and loyal subjects in India. The article contains some more remarks as 
rambling and confused as those summarised above. 


A correspondent of the ty ey (8) of the Liege October states that i. 
cently eight or ten persons have committed suicide 

A bint to the Bombay police. i's) Bankhali ‘Teak at Bombay, dnd observes that 
the same crime is committed in several other out-of-the-way places.: He 
requests the police authorities of Bombay to station on such tanks peons who 
are able to swim and to dive, and whose duty should be to watch over these 
tanks day and night, aud to take out persons who may hap en to fall into them 


a who may purposely throw themselves into them. ‘The editor of the Dnydno- : 
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’ da a heartily supports the above humane suggestion of its correspondent, and 
occeninends it to the favourable consideration of the police wathorios. 


The Kiran (9) of the 14th October, in an article, headed “ Information 
——e Condition of the Famine-stricken People 
Complains of the very bad at D wari, obtained from a specially deputed 
ge ge el a a Person,” states that the people who are encamped at 
tig — Dhankawari have no hope of living long. _Like all 
English arrangements, the management of this relief- 
camp is all very. fine in its outward appearance. Famine-stricken persons were 
sent from the city of Poona to Dhankawari that they may be fed and provided 
for better. But since their transference to this place, and especially since the 
return of the Viceroy to Simla, these poor people are experiencing the most 
unbearable privations. The places in which they are located are overgrown 
with grass. From 30 to 40 persons are pressed into sheds which can conveni- 
ently accommodate only three orfour. ‘The bdjari which is used as food by these 
eople contains the dust of wood. Tea, sugar, &c., exist there only in name. 
Nobody has ever seen or is ever likely to see these articles there. _ These 
articles are in the possession of a supernumerary Collector who visits the Camp 
only when he gets leisure to do so. The people have lost their power of diges- 
tion; and yet they have only wy coarse rice given them to eat. There is 
only one medical man to attend the inmates of this camp, and he is indifferent- 
ly provided with medical drugs. He has nobody to assist him. There are 
about 500 persons in this camp, 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Ahmednagar, after giving a 

Praises of HE. Sir Ri. Pref account of the visit H. E. Sir Richard Temple 

oe. fuiale, say Bie ast ‘be to that “uty, says that the people of Ahmednagar 

BP ave found in H. E. a far-sighted, shewd, merciful, 

experienced and inquisitive ruler, and have been very much pleased with his 
visit to that old city. : 


The Nydya Sindhu (14) of the 15th October joins some of its contempo- 

raries in expressing very warm and hearty thanks to 

Very warmly thanks the the English nation, for the most generous and prompt 

—— nation for its most gid it has given for the relief of the famine-stricken of 
and prompt aid for the ° , a 

relief of the famine-stricken 18 country, ‘The writer also expresses regret that 

of this country. this appeal to the philanthropy ofthe English and 

| Indian public was not made earlier. Had that been 

made many lives would have been saved and a deal of suffering avoided. The 

article also censures His Excellency the Viceroy and their Excellencies the late 

and the present Governors of Bombay for their mysterious unwillingness to 

make such an appeal. 


The Shubha Suchak (15) of the 12th October, but received on the 14th, has 
Defence of the Native Presse. % omg leader, headed ‘‘ The Native Press, and Govern- 
noe of the Native Press: ent and its European Officers.” A free press is one 
of the great blessings for which India is deeply and gratefully indebted to the 
En lish Government. The institution has done much good to the people, and 
18 destined to do much more. It has also been useful to the generous Govern- 
ment which brought it into existence. The Suchak is sorry, however, to see the 
good English Government change its views about this great civilizing and 
enlightening agency, and regard it with a hostile feeling. The change in the 
feeling of Government regarding the Native Press has been the result of the un- 
favourable representations made about it by its officers, who cannot bear the 
criticisms of the Native papers and who wish to curb their liberty. But to 
deprive the Press of its freedom is not consistent with the English love of liberty 
and fair-play. You may abolish a free Native Press and thus prevent an open 
— of the Native feeling of discontent; but you cannot ‘annihilate the 
ig itself. Then the writer tries to show that the Native papers have no 

3 NP 20—10 | : 


7 


grudge whatever against English officers. They do not love to traduce them, 
nay, they are over-ready to praise them, if they can but do it decently. But 
_ when European officers are found guilty of high-handed ‘or arbitrary conduct or 


open race oa ynapag’ the Native papers are forced to notice these acts. The 
article contains:a few more remarks of the above nature. 


The Shiwdji (28) of the 12th October, but received on the 14th, in an 
kes Paes. article, headed ‘‘ The Cultivators, and a Suggestion to = 
Otte d fram Act X. b Government,” observes that the heavy tax and the - 
F877. "action of the eivil courts have reduced the cultivating 
| di classes of this country to such poverty, that it is im- 
possible for them to follow their occupation without the help of the sowkér. 
he present famine has added immeasurably to their poverty and dependence 
on the sowkdér. Government attributes this poverty and adedtenens of the 
ryots to the rapacity of the sowkdr or money-lender, and has put in the new 
Civil Procedure Code as many difficulties as it could in the way of the sowkdrs 
recovering their money from the ryots. But this unwise measure of Govern- 
ment will immensely add to the distress of the cultivating classes whom it is 
designed to benefit. On account of this law, the sowkdrs have been extremely 
unwilling to give any accommodation to the ryots. The cultivating class is 
always too poor to be independent of a money-lender ; and the recent famine has 
made it particularly so at this time. The ryot has neither bullocks, nor seed, 
nor food ; and if he cannot get a loan ffrom the money-lender he must give up 
cultivation and beg. Government must give its serious attention to this peculiar 
state of things, aa must devise some measures to remedy it. If the land re- 
mains uncultivated, it will prove ruinous not only to the cultivators but even 
to the State. The new Civil Procedure Act should be put in abeyance at least 
for the present, and the sowkér must be encouraged to lend help to the ryots. 


The Hitechchhu (42) of Ahmedabad of the 11th October, but received on 
: : the 14th, also, like many of its Native contemporaries, 
of _ on nt py sce disapproves of the Masters’ and Servants’ Bill pending ~ 
Bill. before the Imperial Legislature. This Bill, observes 
the Hitechchhu, contains under a new garb several pro- 
visions which already exist in the laws in force. There are also new provisions 
in the Bill which will inflict on thé people inconveniences and losses when the 
are legalized. From the definitions of the words master, servant, and wages, it 
seems that all classes of servants, from the meanest bhangi to the highest agent, 
come under this law ; and all of them will have to taste its bitter fruits. Poor, 
ignorant and illiterate servants must go to the registration office to get themsel- 
ves registered, and will have there to wait the pleasure of the Registrar. They 
must also pay fees every time when getting themselves reqistarel when accept- 
ing service, or when leaving it. The ignorant agriculturists, artizans, &c., who 
engage servants, will have to send written information to the Registrar of their 
having engaged servants. Thus the people will have, without any compensat- 
ing benefit, to suffer loss in money. The new duties and obligations mentioned 
in the Bill will ever keep ignorant and illiterate persons under fear of breaking 
thelaw. The written contracts which will have to be made every time a ser- 
vant is engaged, will give rise to disputes between masters and servants, and 
their decisions by magistrates, whose decrees are to be unappealable, will be 
anything but satisfactory. The Bill also holds a person once convicted of a 
crime unfit for service. This provision must make a large increase} in the 
number of criminals, as the once convicted persons will never get any service. 
‘ must also tell very unfavourably on the reputedly criminal classes. 


The Guzerat Mitra,(43) of the 14th October makes a few-compiaints against 
Cinanlatnte the Electric Telegraph Department. It says that a 
Electric Tele _ _ rule of this department requires that a person wishing 
ment, “— to send a telegram should write out the ge ot in & 
certain form prescribed by the department. This rule 
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does not state that, if a person wishing to send a telegram writes the message 
otherwise than in the prescribed form, it should not be accepted for transmission 
by the department. d yet some of the officers in charge of telegraph offices 
refuse to receive messages written in other than the prescribed form. After 
stating that persons sending telegrams generally despatch the messages from 
their homes written otherwise than in the prescribed form, and experience 
great inconvenience on account of the non-acceptance of their messages by the 
telegraph department, the Mitra expresses satisfaction to see that the attention 
of the authorities concerned is drawn to this subject, and. hopes they will not 
fail to remove this complaint without delay. The second complaint of the Mitra 
is, that there is a rule not to receive for despatch a telegram of more than two 
hundred words; and if a person wants to send a telegram of more than two 
hundred words, not to receive the excess over two hundred words until three 
hours after the receipt of the first portion of the message. Asa rule this order 
is wholesome, inasmuch as it prevents a single person from engaging a tele- 
graphic line for a long time to the great inconvenience of other senders of mes- 
suges. But there ought to be exceptions to this rule, as, indeed, there are to all 
a Long telegrams of more than two hundred words are despatched on 
rare and emergent occasions only which ill-brook delay. It is, therefore, 
necessary that the rule above mentioned should be relaxed in such cases. The 
third complaint of the Mitra is that the charges for the despatch of messages 
are exorbitant. In England a shilling, or halfa rupee, conveys a message of 
one hundred words. In India the rate is nearly ten times higher than in Eng- 
land. This heavy rate prevents the public from availing itself of this expedi- 
tious mode of communicating thoughts as fully as it would do if the rates were 


lower. A reduction will extend its use and benefit both Government and the 
public. 


The same and the Bombay Samachar (44) of the 16th, like some of their 
Wubilig & pesenincy ‘help contemporaries whose remarks on the subject were 
from the English exchequer Oticed in the last weekly nag wg h wish pecuniary 
to India in relief of the heavy aid to be given to India from the English exchequer, 
famine expenses ipeurred by to afford her some relief from the heavy expenses in- 
her. curred by her in regard to the extensive famines in 
Southern India. The arguments advanced in support of the view are nearly 
the same as were put forward by-their contemporaries. 


The Guzerat Mitra in an article, headed ‘‘ A Lesson for the Government of 
India from the Indian Famines,” observes that the evil 
Advising a reduction of of the famine has of late become recurrent, and has 
the taxes to enable the drawn to itself the serious attention of both the Govern- 
ryots to withstand the ‘ | : ; 
shocks of famines better ment and the people. Famine arises from an absence 
than they do at present. Or @ scarcity of rain. Some persons suggest means to 
obtain rain, while others give hints for averting the evils 
produced by an absence of rain. Among the former, some advise prayer to the 
Almighty to send rain, and some advise incréasing the number of trees and 
forests, which attract rain, and a scarcity of which in India has lessened the 
annual fall of rain. Persons who suggest means for averting the evils of famines 
advise the construction of canals and railroads throughout the country. All 
these suggestions are good in their own way. But there is a more important 
consideration than’ the above. ‘The three great famines of late years, viz., 
that of Behar, Orissa and Madras, have shown us that in a single year’s famine 
the ryots exhibit their complete inability to meet the evil, and succumb to it. 
hough Government tries to assist them, the evil gets so very widespread, and 
the number of the sufferers becomes so very large, that large numbers of them 
die from starvation. What is the cause of the ryot’s inability to overcome a 
single year’s famine? The reply to this question is, that the heavy taxes and 
the unwise policy of Government in certain matters, such as the commerce of 
the country, have made the people so very poverty-stricken as to be unable to 
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sustain the shock of a famine for even a single year. If these mistakes of 
Government, are allowed to continue, there is little chance of any measures 
being gg oy for the averting of the evil proving successful. Of-what use can 
railways be, if there is no food in the tang 3 to convey to the famine-stricken 
provinces? And of what use can canals be if the ryots are so very poverty- 
stricken as not to be able to afford other means of cultivation than rain-water ? 
It is, therefore, plain that Government ought to lessen the heavy burden of 
taxation under which the people groan, and improve its policy in several 
matters. ‘To be able to lessen the burden of the taxes it must observe strict 


- economy in the expenses of the State and effect a proper reduction in them. 


The same states that a band of persons among whom are Hindus, Parsies 
Asking tlie police bn egete- and Mahomedans of Mirjds4mis chakl4, in the town of 
hend and get punished a ‘Surat, openly gamble and cheat persons who happen 
gang of gamblers and cheats to fall into its clutches. The writer. requests the 
in Surat. police to detect its doings and- get it punished. 


The same censures Government for allowing Mr. Sayad Wazir, the Sub- 

; ee - Registrar of Olpd4d, to remain in his responsible post. 
the vrosunt Sab-Recistrar cf |! Here is a Government rule not to continue in service 

present Sub-Registrar of : ° 

Olpad, in the Surat District, any employés who are in debt and insolvent. The 
who is in debt, to remain any ,ondon and Mediterranean Bank has obtained a decree 
wa in his responsible of fifteen thousand rupees against the Sub-Registrar, 
P : and he is unable to pay off this debt. Again, the 
evidence he gave in the case of Mr. Gul4m Babé, his correspondence with Mr. 
Stead, and the opinion of the Judges of the iy Court about his conduct, point 


that he is unfit to be allowed to continue any longer in the responsible post he 
fills. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (44) of the 15th October, in a leader, headed “ The 
Creiiites tas Oblate. Difference (made) between Europeans and the Na- 
ment shows unjust partiality tives in regard to their Playing with Money,” revives 
to European medes of gam- the old complaint of the Native Press that, while gam- 
bling, while it holds the Na- bling by Natives is held penal and punished with fine 
ve. nes, Punishable, and or imprisonment, the same crime committed by Euro- 
4 : peans is passed over. Without stopping here to con- 


sider the larger question, whether gambling is a crime, it is sufficient for present 


ses to observe that in India it is legally held to be a crime and is punish- 
able. Thus gambling being a crime, it is incomprehensibly strange, that 
while one mode of gambling is held punishable and punished accordingly, 
another mode is passed over. While any Natives found gambling with dice, 
Europeans gambling with billiards, or at horse races, &c., are not even taken 
notice of. This difference between the perpetrators of the same crime in diffe- 
rent ways, cannot be justified by any Sh reason. Government itself, though 
making this unjust distinction, does not seem to approve of the European modes 
of gambling. I1t does not. wish that they should attract the attention of the 
public ; and hence it has prohibited the publication of notices in newspapers 
about races and lotteries, and declared that persons found to break this order 
will be punished. When Government thus looks upon the European modes of 
gambling with disfavour, it is incomprehensible Zz it does not put them down 
with a strong hand. The only guess one can make about the reason of such 


eards, &c., are nereeencen and punished either with heavy fines or hard labor, 


strange conduct of Government is, that it does not wish to displease Europeans, 
most of whom are very fond of these things, The Samdchdr then alludes to the 
stratagem resorted to by some of the Anglo-Indian papers, for giving publica- 
tion to the notices about horse-races and lotteries without coming into the 
clutches of the law. ‘They achieve the object of the publication of regular notices, 
by publishing a letter informing the senders of the notices that they cannot 
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publish them.: Such a trick, if adopted by any member of the Native Press, 
would be at once put down. This conduct of some of the Anglo-Indian papers 
- cannot be said to set a good example to the Natives. | 


The Yajdén Parast (49) of the 14th October, in alluding to the recent meet- 
es ing of the “saga Council of England to consider the 
ishing ‘or pecuniary propriety of the proposal to give aid from the English 
tice —— fdeuiry 68 India, on aobioniat of the recent fasta, 
observes that the dispersing of this meeting without 
arriving at a specific conclusion on the subject may be taken to mean that 
England does not wish to give any help ofthe kind. Mr. Fawcett, the true and 
sincere friend and well-wisher of India, has opposed the suggestion of the Eng- 
lish treasury giving help to India. He believes that help given at such a time will 
form a bad precedent. India would expect similar help at every recurring 
famine, and an improper burden would fall on the English tax-payer. He sug- 
gests that India should get over her present difficulty wanidated ; and to be able 
to do so, she should observe economy and effect a reduction in her expenses. 
The observation of Mr. Fawcett, remarks the Parast,is just and proper. But 
the conduct of England as suggested by him would be very harsh in the present 
straitened circumstances of India. The English treasury receives annually 
about ten krors of rupees from India, and even a third part of this large sum 
will afford some relief to poor India ; and henee England ought not to hesitate 
to grant the relief. 7 ) 


The same, in another place, recommends a revision of the subjects required 
for the Matriculation examination by the Bombay 
A recommendation torevise University. The Parast observes that English litera- 
the subjects of the Matricula- ture is the most important subject to the Indian stu- 
tion | Examination of the dent, and hence it ought to get the largest sh f 
Bombay University. ent, and hence it ought to get the largest share o 
his attention. But the present standard of English 
literature is rather low, and it ought to be raised considerably. But to do this the 
standards of the other subjects must be a good deal lowered. At present almost 
all standards, except that of English literature, are too high, and consequently 
the students resort to the evil practice of ‘‘cramming.” The standards in seve- 
ral subjects for the Matriculation examinations of the Universities of England 
and Ireland are considerably lower than those of the Bombay University. For 
instance, the Queen’s College of Ireland requires for the Matriculation examina- 
tion a knowledge of the histories of only two countries, Italy andGreece. But 
the Bombay University exacts the knowledge of the histories of England and of 
India in addition. Again, while the Queen’s College asks for Arithmetic as far 
as Fractions and imple Interest only, the Bombay University insists upon the 
whole of Arithmetic. After stating that the Bombay University requires more 
progress in Algebra and Geometry than the Queen’s College, the Parast obser- 
_ ves that, under such circumstances it is no wonder that the students of Bombay 
resort to cramming, apparently with little benefit to themselves, and recom- 


mends the Joweriag of the standards of all subjects except English literature, 
which it wishes to raise. ) 


The same expresses deep gratitude to His Excellency Lord Lytton for his 
subscribing the princely sum of ten thousand rupees 
Expressing gratitude to from his private purse to the Madras Famine relief- 
wel age oe ob 2am ll fund. His Lordship deserves hearty and deep thanks. 
idtesa om’ for his showing so much liberality towards the poor 
| | unfortunate sufferers from the famine. Lord Lytton 
has, in lending this aid from his pocket, shewn his high appreciation of true 
charity. His Lordship has by this step silenced those who used to babble about 
the Government of India being able to afford due relief to the famine-stricken 
without aid from the public, and whe used to raise hindrances thereby in the 
collection of subscriptions. | | 
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The Deshi Mitra (51) of the 18th October states, in its usual style, that 
Seyeral school-masters in ‘hough there is a prohibition against Government 
Government service in Guz. Servants entering into private enterprizes,. several 
erat have established printing school-masters in Government service have establish- 
omggheas publish newspa- oq printing presses and publish newspapers at those 


Ps _—-spresses, and Mr. Giles, the Educational Inspector of 
Guzerat, takes no notice of this occurrence. Dr. Biihler was very strict in such 


matters, and would not allow any school-master to have any connection with the 


public press. 


The Sayta Mitra (59) of the 14th October expresses deep gratitude to the 
Empress of India for her great solicitude for the alle- 


Expressions of gratitude to viation of the distress suffered by the people of south- 


Her Imperial Majesty, to the 


people of England, &c., for 
their contributing to alleviate 
the distress of the famine- 


ern and western India from famine ; to the. people of 
Eugland for raising among themselves liberal subscrip- 
tions in aid of the distressed ; to Government for 


stricken people of India. striving hard to mitigate the sufferings of the famine- 


stricken people; and, lastly, to the Almighty for sending plentiful rains latterly 
throughout the length and breadth of the country, and thereby removing the 
fear which at one time was seriously entertained of the whole of the Indian 
empire suffering from a dire famine. 


The Bhomiyo (62) of the 17th October makes the same complaints as have 


Complaints against the 
Hope Bridge on the River 
Tapti at Surat. act 


noticed before in these summaries, in regard to the 
new Hope Bridge on the river Tapti at Surat. The 
Bhomiyo says that the railings to this bridge near the 
side walks. are so low that there are chances of the foot-passengers getting giddy 
and falling over the railing into the river below. The Bhomiyo also condemns 
the Bill now lying before the Bombay Legislature for prohibiting the plying of 
boats for hire on the Tapti within three miles on each side of the Hope Bridge. 
The tramway in Bombay and the railways in this presidency have practicably 
proved that the loweririg of the rates of fare increases traffic and proves much 
more profitable than the higher rates. The present rate oftoll on this bridge is 


heavy, and if it is reduced by half, Government is sure to derive a better income 


from this bridge than it gets at présent. 


Municipalities. 


A correspondent of the Hitechehhu (21) of Kalddgi of the 15th October, 


been made by some of its local contemporaries, and | 


Complains of the dirty 
condition of the town of 
_ Bijapur. 


writing for Bij4pur, complains of the very dirty state 
of that town, and requests the Municipality thereof to 
take the necessary steps to clean the town. 


The A'rya Mitra (50) of the 14th October does not understand why the 


Asking Government to 
pay the entire cost of improv- 
ed police stations in Bombay, 


municipality of Bombay has consented to pay the 
expenses of building new and improved police stations 
in the town of Bombay, provided that Government 


and recommending commo- 
dious lock-ups to be built in 
the new buildin gs. 


pays one-fourth of these expenses. Government may 
consent to this proposal; but properly speaking, the 
municipality ought not to be burdened with any ex- 


penses for these buildings, which Government ought to construct with its own - 


money. However, since they are to be built, care must be taken that in these 
new buildings better lock-ups are provided. Persons living in the neighbour- 

d of police-stations know that some of the accused persons confined in the 
ock-ups in these buildings many times utter loud and unbearable cries. Why 
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they do so, the police peons or the lice officers alone can know. For such 
unfortunate persons better accommodation than they enjoy at present ought to 
be provided. 


Cholera. 


| a ‘ The Bhomiyo (62) of the 17th October states that 
on et Surat, «this epidemic has broken outin Rénder, Olpéd, Addjan, 
we ee P&rdi, and the jail and the town of Surat. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 23rd October 1877. 


BOMBAY : PRINTED AT THE GOVERNMENT CENTRAL PRESS, 


“ 
2% 
" 
: 
” 
7 


a) ie 


me. =a P 
ms es , . yy s . 
Resi Oy. | 
> % ts ~ 
. ~ at 
a ? ie phon a 
aa . 
« . 


“ 


REPORT 
ON 


NATIVE PAPERS 
For the Week ending 27th October 1877. 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


3 : | 
No. | Names of Newspapers. . Place of publication. Edition. of copies 
| issued. 


ANGLO-MARA'THI. 
The Indu Prakash ceesseneneesennaeen snes Bombay ............| Weekly ... 1,200 
ip - NOVO OQREMIOD oudiciscciieiveeccnessct EID: seeceveesccel DR oe 400 
» Dny4n Prakfsh  ........cceeecseeeees| POOMA.......4.-+++++] Bi-weekly... 700 


» Mah&rdstra Mitra ...........ccccccccee| SAtATHecccccccvecsese| DO, Rik 250 
|<‘ Bodba Sudhékker «....sevsisvveceorveed DOs)... cecseocsseeel Das | Saag 
se: Dunya ORARSAG...:00..0ccbscccccccceses Peete. ...iic5000c6cel De ++} 1,000 
“jy GOATS veins vvessescssecescecssec SOMURY. covscesoncts| IG Ee, 325 
*9 i. RMI deacuaneubnpvouecs sakes canensse sah & UUUMKETss oe Do. _ 200 
| MARA'THI. 

10 | The Arunodaya..............scesceeceeeeesee] LOMDA..cceeeereeeeee] Weekly — ... 410 

11 Sat Miia e is cncvcsessseidiserecocecce) OMRA GIA. ......04 - Do es 175 

12 » Belgaum Samfchfr ..................| Belgaum,...........| Do. ere 300 

13 » Wartamén Dipiké OLE Gi dso nes Bombay ...........| Do. eee 200 

14 » \ Nyéya Sindhu ..............s0eeeee. Ahmednagar ......| Do. ie. 

15 a ST, POE... uwdiiccvetvcececsect MORE ccccctoccsessss] SAM is 85 

*16 PORRMUN .....ccccevecssvtcedinyeoscesyees MAMEDING ....5....° Day ei 50 
*17 jg: PRAIBORRER cee cevsditee i Tocticcecccessoet MOUMDUR  ecdcuteet “AAO ait. * ROO 
18 » Khandesh Waibhaw ...............)| Dhulia ............|. Do. ii 125 

19 » satya Sadan ebiny seuss davadvedeesaen BURNIE severe ll Bt, 

WI) BEG WERE. |. ncccuvcsccctcdecsdcsescech APMMER escccnees. ecoccl’ SnG via 100 
sa. RELUOCMORNG, © vec wrecsusssedesedentecees ARMM ccs ceueeusef EDN ie 125 
» Dnydn Bodhak ... seccosvdsssccesessooef DOEWAP ccccecsccece] EDO): ae 175 
» Satya Shodhak ... ......scsccseseceeee] PatMAgiri .........), Dos ma 150 
Zh |, Hindel Pune... .cccccccceccccccscosencf MMMM vovecvecceduyeal: Gath ded 340 
|, Subodha Patriké ....sesssesseeeee] BOMbAY seeseseeeee] Do os. 
26 | ,, Dharwar Writt  .......ssscesessesess| DH@rwat,.....se0e00, Do. | 850 
27 | ,, Nagar Sam&chér ...........0..+...| Ahmednagar ...,..). Do. cxf) S900 
BB TSR WAH 5.00... ccicenkscccdepedea colt RODIN MAINE MEI 5s Sek et 
29 | ,, Kashta Wildsini...............ceceseeee] DO. scevecissevvese| Do. cost | BS 
30 | ,, Swadesh Mitra .........:...cccee0eee--| Bombay wacclagecsel LAM ye 
81 | ,, Sanmérga Darshak .....scse-4 Mudhol ............] Weekly =...) 120.0. 
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The Dny4n Ségar... 


‘A'rya Patrika.. 


The Surya Prakfsh ...........ssescssseeees 


Niti Prakésh. evans 


The Kushful AKRDAr 10.00.00. eseepeeeeee 


‘The Mofusrabnl Cae st 


MARA'THI—continued. 
Pandhari Writt . ee SE Fe 
Kartnétak Wirtika . ieetiebesneey a 
Mélwan 2 * 
A'ry& Warta ......... bei pakeqabauncents 
Hubli Waibhaw 


eeeeeeegeee eee Geeeees 


A'ryawarta Panchénana 
ANGLO-GUZARA'TI. 


Hitechchhu ES HSS 3 reece 
GUZARA TI. 


The Guzerat Mitra (aetdtsdbdbesivecsetenes 


Bombay SamAchér,........,.0scees00. 
FOE ARE to SE ee 


Akhbére Sowdégar .........scs0004- 


a ic ceuge ommaesaic 
Yajdan Parast pipaibasbediscdedabbaans 
A'rya Mitra ..,.....,.0+ 
Deshi Mitra ..... silence 
Sind Saméchr  ...........pepeeeeee 
Samsher Bahddur ,,,.,.......-seseeee 
Ahmedabad Samachar .....,..,...... 
Kaira’ Wartamén ............,....00+- 
Kattywar Samachar ........,...... 
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Satya Mitra . 
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The Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 22nd October also has a long leader, headed 

ie “The Attempts of several Englishmen to Destroy the 
Deprecates the attempts of pre wef of the (Native) Press.” The writer calls the 
O 


‘gome Englishmen to destroy 


~Y gift of a free Native Press one of the greatest boons 
- 9 agg of the Native conferred on India by the enlightened British Govern- 


ment ; refers to the importance of the institution, and 


_ to the great services it does both to Government and to the people ; thinks that 


the Native Press is growing in importance and acquiring influence among the 
people ; deplores the hostile feeling with which it is seg Br by a large number 
of Englishmen both here and in England; alludes to the attacks made on it 
by the London Times and by the Honorable Mr. Eden, and apprehends 
that these efforts of the enemies of the Native Press may succeed; observes 
that if this unhappy result occurs, England will suffer disgrace among the 
civilized nations of the world; and makes similar observations which have 


repeatedly appeared in the Native Press, and which have been noticed at a great 
length more than once. 


The same, in another article, headed “A Bill to improve the existin 


ee ee Bombay Municipal Act,” reiterates the often-repeate 
Bombay Municipal Bill. remarks that our law-makers are too hasty and too 


careless about public opinion to make laws which 
can endure long; and the consequence is that their bantlings are discovered 
to be defective and unsuitable in ashort time, and they are compelled to 
make more laws in order to amend the old ones. The writer then gives a 
pretty full summary of the provisions of the proposed law. He makes onl 
two remarks against the Bill. He disapproves of the proposal for consolidating 
the different Municipal rates and for realizing the sum in twoinstalments. Like 
the Subodha Patrika (25) the Indu Prakdsh believes that this arrangement will 
prove very inconvenient to the small householders, who are too poor to pay 
a large sum at once. The other objection of the writer against the Bill is that 
it does not supersede the old law and stand in its place, but is only a supple- 
ment to it. This arrangement is not convenient tothe people. It is much 
better for them to have only one Act containing all the Municipal provisions 
together than to have two—one supplementing the other. 


The same has a communicated article, headed “ Partiality even in making 


Galle on Government to  *ansferences of Officers,” the writer of which, referring 
apply the good rule of period- +0 the rumoured Resolution of Government, of trans- 


ieal transferences to all its ferringall such officers as have remained at the same 
ay both European and places for a number of years, observes that it is a very 
e. 


| wise and just Resolution, and would promote to a 
Feeet extent the interests of justice. But why should this wholesome principle 
applied to the Native officers only? Impartiality requires its extension to the 
European officers also. For instance, how is it that Mr. Mactier, who has been 
the District Judge at Satara for the last 14 years, has not been transferred even 
once during this long period? The writer also refers to two more‘ European 
officers, but does not mention their names; and observes that strict impartiality 


requires Government to apply the same principles to all its officers alike, both 
European and Native, 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 2ist October, in an article, headed “ Why 
has Mr, Eden spoken about the Native Press ?” once 
Farther comment on the more recurs to the speech of the Lieutenant-Governor 


remarks of the Honorable : o aa | ; ; 
Mr. Eden on the Native ©1 Bengal. His Honor, in concluding his remarks on 


wee the Native Press, observed that, though Government 


officers worked hard, da y and night, throughout the 


4 


country, for the welfare of the people and at a great sacrifice of their own inter- 
ests, he noticed nowhere in the Native Press any praise of these officers; but 
if any of them ever ha ened to commit a small blunder, the Native Press rings 
for months together with comments on that blunder. How keenly officers must 
feel the ungrateful conduct of these Native papers. The conduct of: the 
Native Press, added His Honor, must be creating a feeling of estrangement 
between the Government officers and the people. This state of things was 
very undesirable, and His Honor called upon his audience to give their serious 
attention to the subject and remedy the evil. The complaints made by the 
European officers against the Native Press before His Honor, must have 
led him to make these remarks against the Native papers in order to 
silence them. Let us now consider, continues the Opinion, whether the 
complaints of the European officers against the Native Press, and the adverse 
remarks of His Honor, based on those complaints, are well grounded and 
just. The writer thinks them one-sided. His Honor looked at the ques- 
tion only from the point of view of the European officers. He did not take into 
consideration the other side, namely, the popular side. His Honor has, per- 
haps, judged of his European subordinates from his own feelings. The Honor- 
able Mr. en is well-known to be a very good-hearted gentleman and a 
sincere well-wisher of the people; and, therefore, when he was appointed to 
the post of Lieutenant-Governor, the nomination was hailed with great joy by 
the people of ar te and the Native Press gave a loud and hearty expression 
to this popular feeling. But His Honor mistakes, if he believes that eve 
European officer of Government is as conscientious and as devoted to the wel: 
fare of the people committed to their care as himself. For his assertion takes 
the whole official class from the category of ordinary mortals and elevates them 
into that of saints. But Mr. Eden himself will admit that the world contains 
but a very few saints. It is preposterous to say that the very large class of 
European officers who receive such handsome salaries come to this country 
from a feeling of philanthropy and at a sacrifice of their personal interest. The 
writer in the Native Opinion does not know what personal sacrifice these men 
make, nor does he believe that they all exert themselves, day and night, to pro- 
mote the welfare of the people. Some of them are, perhaps, very hard-working 
officials ; but it is very difficult to say that their hard exertions have always the 
promotion of the popular welfare for their object. The people, however, are 
never backward to thank and praise these officers when they are really hard- 
workers, and when their efforts do them (the people) good; and the Native 
Press is ever ready to eulogize these good officials. Numberless instances can 
be adduced, asserts the Native Opinion, to substantiate the above statement. 
But His Honor knows nothing of this praise and gratitude, and is acquainted 
only with the adverse criticisms on European officials. This shows that His. 
Honor believed what he was told, and gave expression to what he believed. 
To be irritated at comments on one’s own acts is very natural. But the Gov- 
ernment officers and their superiors ought to have risen superior to this 
natural irritation and to have bestowed some cool thought on the subject. They 
ought to have mentally put themselves into the position of the people, and 
tried to judge of the matter as impartially as they could. His Honor seems to 
have done nothing of the kind before be uttered the remarks under notice. The 
European officers of Government do not seem to care much for the good feeling 
of the people; and hence a feeling of estrangement is daily increasing between 
them and the people. This state of things is injurious to the interest not only 
of Bengal, not only even of India, but of England also. It is difficult to say 
with precision what the object of His Honor was in making the above remarks. 
It may be guessed, however, that he wished to silence adverse criticism on the ° 
acts of European officers, or to put down the institution altogether. Whatever 
be the real object of His Honor’s remarks, their effects will be equally deplor- 
able. Ifthe Native papers, from a fear of the authorities, or from a desire to 
obtain their good graces, cease to be independent and to make any comment 
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on their acts, vag’ 2 will cease to be of any service to the country and to Gov- 
ernment. The Native Opinion once more repeats that criticism on the acts of 
the authorities is not the sole nor even the chief function of a free Press. It 
must give its attention equally, and even principally, to the defects of the 
et to teach them their duties and to suggest the needful reforms. The 
ative Press does not perform this latter duty as fully and satisfactorily as it 
ought, and it should give more attention: to this essential duty. 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 22nd October, in an article, headed ‘“‘ The Poor 
. Condition of the Ryots, ” makes a severe attack on the 
A Complains of the excessive Revenue Survey and Settlement Department, and 
eaviness of the revised rates Bie ee : i Se 
af Vie laddéanebianent. charges it with having reduced the cultivating classes’ 
to abject poverty. The revised assessment is de- 
nounced asso very heavy as to be beyond the means of the ryots. The 
writer asserts that Government demands as the assessment of land more than the 
land can yield! He further asserts that it is not only his own opinion, but 
that some of the gentlemen who composed the late Deccan Riots’ Sosasiiedien 
have recorded the same view on the subject in their report. He then adds that 
these periodical enhancements of the assessments have discouraged all im- 
provements of the land. ‘Thus the agriculture of the country is ruined. ‘The 
condition of commerce and manufactures is not much. better. The writer 
thinks that the way of remedying the above complaint is to make a universal 
prayer to Government to fix a certain share of the yield of the land as its 
assessment and to receive it in kind. 


The Bodha Sudhdékar (6) of the 17th October, but received on. the 22nd, 
Condemns an unreason. C°™Mplains that the revenue and police authorities of 
able prejudice alleged to the Satara Zillah entertain an unreasonable and unjus- 
have been entertained by tifiable prejudice against the Natives of the zillah, and 
— oo authorities of the egnecially the Brdhmans, and refuse to give them im- 
reupedeins: wy portant situations under them. Recently a person 
applied to the Collector for an important post that was vacant, but that officer 
told him that as the applicant was a’ Native of this (Satara) district and also 
a Brahman, he could not get the' place. When the applicant informed the 
Collector that he was not a native of the Satara District, the latter replied that 
though he may not be a native, still he was an old inhabitant of the district, 
and that was a good reason for his not getting the post he applied for. The 
Sudhakar wonders at the prejudice of the Collector, if the above report is true, 
and observes that to entertain such a prejudice against a whole caste or the 


people of a whole district, is neither just nor wise. Itis only likely to lead to 
mischief. . ) 


The Kiran (9) of the 21st October, in an unfinished article, headed ‘‘ What 

| do the People think of the Present Rulers?” once 

Disapproves of the imposi- more repeats the observation, that aed —— poe 
were very careful about the feelings of the people o 

oF the piles gs cudhanoumenmee oT Aten in the earlier part of their rule, and tried 

to obtain. popularity by a wise and liberal administra- 

tion; but that as they grew stronger they have become more and more careless 

as to what the people think of their doings. The writer then refers to the 

intention of Government to impose a fresh tax on the country, in order to 

recover the expenditure it has incurred in managing the last year’s famine, and 

condemns the idea as unwise and suicidal. The Indian ryots, says the Kiran, 

are already too heavily burdened with the present taxes to admit of any fresh 


addition being made to that burden. The idea of a fresh tax under the existing 


circumstances of the country, is as wise as the idea of a gardener who thinks of 
cutting down his fruit trees, on the PS of which his support depends, or that 
of a spendthrift who contracts new debts in order to pay off the old ones. 
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The Nagar Samdchdr (27) of the 20th October, but received on the 22nd, 

_ joins some of its Native contemporaries in condemning 

Disapproves of the proposal the idea of reviving the old distasteful income tax, 

0 pein, -_ ay - gr to recover the great expenditure incurred by Govern- 

eat ssgmatonr mur’ ment in giving relief from the last year’s famine, and 

bases this condemnation on the often repeated ground, 

viz., the notorious poverty and the consequent inability of the people to bear 
any additional burden. 


The Shiwdji (28) of the io Nine 36 ‘5 Beedle * the “es 2 an 
. article, headed ‘*' erabad,”’ observes that there 
sion of tenet Seitish alain were only four or ive Native States which enjoyed 
istrator in the Nizam’s State, some little independence. But of these Baroda has 
4 Bigot yg wy 2) Margie gone wees i. it 2 an "hd the cag Gov- 
" ernment, an erabad, though nominally indepen- 
4 ocr peneaay eae stag dent, has been, in reality, Rah the ar at de of ' the 
paramount English rulers. But even this seeming independence of this once 
great Native State is to disappear. The paramount Government has récently 
succeeded in getting a British officer appointed as a Joint-Administrator at 
Hyderabad. ‘The writer considers this interference on the part of the British 
Government with the internal management of the Nizam’s State uncalled 
for and likely to prove mischievous. It will cause a feeling of unrest among 
the-people of the Native States. 


The Kashta Witdsini (29) of the 23rd October has an article, headed 

. *‘ Bustle among the Native Chiefs.” The article is very 

Py sso gaat wes incoherent and is unintelligible in places. The writer | 
prot Shad sectidalacty: deprecates the assembling of frequent darbdrs, which 
entail a deal of expenditure and worry on the Native 

Chiefs. The writer appears to think that a small darbar to be held at Simla for 
the Hill Chiefs, is to be agreat assembly to which many great Native Chiefs and 
Princes are invited, and points out the inconveniences of this supposed gather- 


ing. 


The Karndtak Wartika (34) of the 21st October denounces the Indian Forest 
_  Bullnow lying before the Legislative Council of India 
oan against the Indian nearly in the same manner as ithas been denounced 
orest Bill of the Honorable b bef Tt j d 
Mr. Hope. y other vernacular papers before. It is represente 
as an attempt to destroy the private mghts of the 
poopie in the forest lands, and reference is made to certain provisions in the 
ill in support of the above assertion. The article contains some severe remarks 
against the present attitude of the law makers towards the private rights of the 
people and against their indifference to the opinion and views of the people. 
The article also refers to the discussion whichtook place in the Council between 
the Honorable Mr. Dalyell and the Honorable Mr. Hope, and concludeg with an 
exhortation to the people to send their protest against this obnoxious measure. 
(The Ahmedabad Samdchér (54) of the 17th October, but received on the 23rd, 
makes similar remarks on this Bill.) 


The A’ryé Warta (86) of the 20th October, but received on the 23rd, has 

an article, headed ‘“ Disadvantages of proving Our 

Bh kery Locales. 2= of Rights against Government.” The writer observes 

eer gov that when one of the parties in a dispute is also the 

judge of that dispute, it is a shere waste of time and labour for the other party 

to try to establish the truth of his claim. ‘This is exactly the case with India 

and its present rulers. We have often disputes between the Government and 

the people regarding certain matters. But Government is not only a party bat 

is also the judge, and being an interested judge, the people cannot obtain im- 
3.N P 27-10 | 


\ 


b4 on x ’ 
= bs . 
Baste ng AR NS 
BA et, i, 
AOE eae 
bie oy i 4A. 
ee Pate 
‘* ‘ Wi mat 
Sr ee nS 
ad a i Ons She 


7 


partial justice in such disputes. Cases of dispute between one ryot and another 

are decided by independent courts. But the cases in which Government is 
interested are taken out of the jurisdiction of independent tribunals. After 
these preliminary remarks and after giving one or two insignificant instances 
to prove the theme of the article, the writer proceeds to say that if we 
were to write in newspapers that the Englishmen in India are very few, and 
that though the Natives are not brave but weak and unarmed, yet if they wish 
they can blow away the English even by their breath, and so to advise the 
Natives to unite and to drive the English out of the country,—advice which is 
pernicious to us and which being also treasonable we never-wish to give,—but 
suppose, for the sake of an example that we give such advice,—our remarks 
would soon reach the ears of Government and it would take steps to counteract 
their evil effects. It would either take measures to prevent the Natives from 
writing, or would increase the number of Europeans in this country. It may, 
for instance, think of colonizing India, and this measure may ultimately reduce 
the Natives of India to the same deplorable state to .which the aborigines of 
America and Africa have been reduced by the European settlers of those coun- 
tries. Thus to point out to Government the power or privileges of the people, 
is simply to suggest to it things of which it is unaware and to awaken it to 
fortify itself. “This is one of tHe advantages which Government derives from a | 
free Native Press. Our people believe in their simplicity that the just English 


_ Government has granted liberty to the Native Press that it may be informed 


of the real grievances of the ryots and be able to redress them. But this is 
only an ostensible object, the real object being the one mentioned above. The 
English Government: is not an angelic Government. The article concludes 
with a remark, that the object of the writer in making these observations is 


simply to inform Government of the grievances of the people and to pray it to 
deal justly with the people. : 


The Hitechchhu (42) of Ahmedabad of the 25th October censures the 
Inspector and other police officers of the city of 
Ba ncomege - eet — Ahmedabad for not daring to catch the horses or 


' dabad for not catching and mares of Mr. Borrodaile, the Collector of Ahmedabad, 


utting in the pound the stray which are let loose in Bhadar and run about. Act VII. 

orses of Mr. Borrodaile, the of 1867 is made applicable to the city of Ahmedabad 
searrerapeleeaaroreeautas and three hundred yards beyond it, and to the quarter 
near the railway station. And hence it does not seem that the quarter known 
as Bhadar is excepted from the operation of this Act. Yet the police officers 
and men who have frequently seen the Collector’s horses or mares run loose and 
create a disturbance, dare not catch them and put into the pound. These officers 
and men are very forward to catch and confine the stray animals of the people 
generally ; but they cannot find courage to take due notice of the Collector's 
animals, The police officers and men ought not to submit to the Collector's 


orders, if he has issued any, not to molest his animals, since such orders are in 
themselves illegal. : 


The Jdéme Jamsed (45) of the 25th October notices the recommendation 


made by the London Times, to enact a ‘* Poor ‘Law ” 
Observing thata ‘ Poor 


Law” for india of which {0F India, in order to save numbers of the Indian sub- 


the authorities are thinking jects from falling victims to the frequently recurring 

should not impose additional famines which devastate the country at certain inter- 
taxes on the already heavi- yalg, The Jdme Jamsed observes that within the last 
ly-taxed Indian people. fifteen years there was a failure of the monsoons every 
second or third year, and a famine appeared on each of these occasions destroy- 
ing numerous human beings. Past experience tells us that, very probably, 
similar famines may appear in future. Among other measures for the mitigation 
of famines it is requisite that a provision should be made fur giving food to the 


_ Buffering people and to save them from wholesale destruction on these calami- 
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tous occasions. The London Times says that a succession of famines appeared 


in England, and a poor law saved the starving people from destruction. The 


same law achieved a similar good effect in Ireland under similar circumstances. 
Providence has in its mercy saved us from a dire calamity this year by sending 
timely latter rains; but it is no less urgent that some provision should be made 
for protecting people from starvation in the next famine. The suggestion of 
the London Times about a poor law is worth taking up. It is said that the Gov- 
ernment of this country has already given its attention to this suggestion, and 
has charged the law-member for Government to prepare a draft of such a law. 
But it is very desirable that this law should not put new taxes on the already 
heavily-taxed Indian ryots, As suggested by the London Times itself once 


_ before, economy should be practised in the expenses of the State, and an annual 


saving should be effected for meeting the frequently recurring famines. The 


. starving ryots can be protected from destruction by these annual savings, which 


will, at the same time, save the country from additional taxation. 
The Arya Mitra (50) of the 21st October, in 


Complains that Govern- 
ment shows unjust partiality 
to European modes of gamb- 
ling while it holds the Native 
ones, punishable and punishes 
them. 


noticing the invidious distinction made by Govern- 
ment between the European and thé Native modes of 
gambling, makes comments similar to those made by 
the Bombay Samdchdér (44) of the last week and 
noticed in the last weekly report. 


Municipalities. 


The Mélwan Samachar (35) of the 22nd October, in an article, headed “ A 


Complains of the unsatis- 
factory management of the 
Vingorla Municipality. 


town are allowed to remain very dirty, ill-repaired and without a ter 


Suggestion to the Collector of the Ratndégiri District in 
connection with the Municipality of Vingorla,” com- 


plains of the unsatisfactory management of that Corpo- 


ration. Some of the roads and lanes of that small 


Mr. 


Crawford, who is the President of this Municipality, is said to have made arrange- 


ments to have about 60 Municipal lights in this town. 


But actually there 


are only 25 or 30 lights. The quarters which are used by the Municipal 


authorities are lighte 


well, and the rest are left in the dark. Thus in this 


matter the Municipal authorities consult their own comfort and convenience 


better than those of the 
_ the above complaints, and he is requested to remove them. 


ublic. The attention of Mr. Crawford is drawn to 


The Samsher Badhddur (58) of the 19th October, but received on the 21st, 


‘Expressing saan pg of 
entrusting a workof the 
Ahmedabad Municipality to 
a Government Engineer, and 
thereby putting an additional 
burden on the Corporation. 


thousand rupees, to the Government Engineer. 


complains that though the Secretary of the Ahme- 


dabad Municipality is an able engineer and is practi- 


cally acquainted with water-works, as he has executed 
some water-works in Bombay, the President of the 
Municipality has entrusted the work of building a 
dam to the Kakrié tank, which is to cost about twenty 
The Samsher does not see any 


reason vr this important work should be given to the Government Engineer 


and why t 


e Municipality should be made to bear a burden of two thousand © 


rupees which will have to be given to him on account of keeping an establish- 


ment for the work. 


establishment, and thus prevent two thousand rupees being spent without 


due cause. 


The Broach Wartamdn (57) of the 22nd October states that on account of an 


A prayer to take due s 


to conserve the ae 


of the town of Broach. 
$n P27—10 


insufficient fall of rain this year in the town of Broach 
and its neighbourhood, the tanks built in the houses 


for storing rain-water, as well as the wells and tanks . 


It hopes the President will reconsider the matter and . 
entrust the work to the Municipal Secretary, who has already a sufficient 


9 


" of the town are not full of water, and hence there is a fear of the water-supply 

failing before the commencement of the next rains, and the townspeople being 
subjected to distress from a were of water. ‘The writer, therefore, requests 
the Munipicality of the town to prohibit from the 1st November next all per- 
sons from washing their clothes or pots in the Ratan-tal4w ; to prevent the use 
of water from the Faté-taléw ; to repair and clean the large wells which are 
situated on all sides of the town, and to prevent the water‘of these wells bein 
used for watering the roads. The water of the Nerbudda river may be well 
used for watering the town roads. 


The Kdside Mumbai (61) of the 22nd October, in a para, headed “ Is there 


ee any body to whom the Health Officer is responsible ?” 
Rotten grain is sold and states that on account of the tempest of last Tuesday 
used as food in a certain part . ° 
of Bombay. some grain was damaged in the creek of the Mazagon 
Land Reclamation Company, and it is being sold to 
the public. The damaged grain is lying on the ground of the Company and it 
stinks horribly. The Hindu and Mahomedan residents of that part of the town 
purchase this damaged grain, and lay it out to dry on their own lands as well 
as the vacant Government. ground. The stink proceeding from this grain 
is so great that passengers on the roads feel great disgust. It does not appear 
that the Health Department has taken any measures to prevent the damaged 
in being used as food. It behoves that department, if it has not already 
one so, to adopt measures. to prohibit the persons who have purchased and 
stored the damaged grain in their houses, from using. the same as food. The 
purchasers of the grain are persons residing along the shore from Siwri to 


Wadibandar. If delay is made in taking this precaution, cholera will reappear 
in this hot month of October. : 


Railways. 


The Hitechchhu (42) of Ahmedabad of the 18th October, but received on 
: the 22nd, states that last year the B. B. & C. I. 
bh Alleged mismanagement of Railway Company earned rupees thirty-six thousand 
eB. B. and C. I, Railway fr . 
Company on the occasion of {rom the passenger traffic to Dékor on the occasion of 
the Manakthéri Punam fair, the fair of the M4nakthéri Punam. This year it does 
at Dakor, and combination of not seem probable that the Company will be able to 
en fa p Bence wl ya earn as much as last year’s income. The reason of 
this fair. y © this is, that the railway company disregards its own 
rule not to put more than forty passengers into a car- 
riage, and presses into each carriage on the occasion of this fair so many pas- 
sengers that the unfortunate passengers not only get no room to sit but even 
very little room to stand. They have also not only to put up with the incon- 
veniences of overcrowding, but also to sit by the side of Dheds, Bhangis, 
Waghries and European soldiers returning from hunting excursiors and bring- 
ing with them dead game. In consequence of this touching of outcastes and 
Christians, the higher classes of passengers have to throw away the prepared 
food which they carry with them, and suffer other inconveniences. These har- 
dships and inconveniences of the railway have led the Mahdjans and headmen 
of every caste of Baroda to prohibit their caste-fellows of that town from using 
the railway for going to the Ménakthdéri Punam fair, and to provide for them 
carts and watchmen. These Mahdjans and headmen have advised the people 
of Ahmedabad, Naridd, Broach and other towns to desist from going by the 
railway and to use carts for the journey. The Hitechchhu advises the railway 
company to remove the above-mentioned inconveniences, and warns it that if 
it fails to do so, it will not earn the usual profit from the pussenger traffic to 
Dikor on the occasion of the Ménakthéri Punam fair. 


10 
Native States. 


A correspondent of the Jdéme Jamsed (45) of the 23rd October, writing from. 

3 Deesa under date the 19th idem, states that he has 
Another complaint about more than once complained in the columns of the 
ogg lang pred ca Jéme Jamsed that the road between Ahmedabad and 
and Deesa. “y Deesa has become very unsafe, and that the authorities 
have given no attention to this complaint. A new 

case of highway robbery has occurred on this road. Some carts left Ahmedabad 
for Deesa and Sidhapur. Near the Sdbarmati river at Ahmedabad a robber in 
the dress of a Baniyd followed the carts, and accompanied them as far as the 
village of Jetalwdshna. At this last-named place he disappeared, and soon 
afterwards a horseman in the dress of a kérkun of the Gaikwadi r4j accom- 
panied by a few horsemen appeared and stopped the carts, charging the per- 


' -gons in them with having in their possession smuggled articles. He then made 


those persons take out of the carts their luggage, &c., to see whether there 
were any dutiable articles among them. He and his comrades then removed 
the goods forcibly, beating such of the persons as opposed their doing so. The 
writer suspects that the kdrbhdries of the Gaikwadi State are participators 
in such highway robberies, and hence it becomes difficult to apprehend the 
highwaymen. For several years past this road has become very unsafe, and it is 
very strange that it continues in that state to the present time. 


Miscellaneous. 


The Arunodaya (10) of the 21st October opens with a leader, headed ‘‘ The 
is : amine is over, but the People have to discharge a 
_ Advising the people to de- Dyty.” The recent plentiful fall of rain all over the 
sist from giving alms indis- , : ° 
criminately. country fairly promises to restore the country to its 
usual eupp'y of food, and, thereby, to remove the 
famine. But among the manifold evils which the famine has produced, there 
is one which deserves. special attention from every true well-wisher of this 
country. The evil meant here is the enormous increase in the number of 
beggars. It is true that no one becomes a beggar by choice. Want compels 
him to resort to this mode of earning a livelihood ; but when he once adopts it, 
_ he soon loses shame and gets reconciled to this reprehensible mode of living. A 
foolish custom of the country also greatly contributes to bring about this rui- 
nous demoralization, which is one of the greatest cayses of reducing this 
country to such abject pe verty. Charity is, no doubt, a great virtue when it is 
wisly exercised ; but indiscriminate alms-giving as is practised in this country, 
is one of the greatest misfortunes that can befall a country. And thus it isa 
sacred duty which every thoughtful Native owes to his country, to discourage, 
as far as lies in his power, this pernicious practice of indiscriminate alms- 
giving. 
KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 30th October 1877. 
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NATIVE "PAPERS 
7 For the Week ending ord November 187 (f 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Edition. 


_ ANGLO-Mara‘THI. 
1 | The Indu Prakésh. .........cs00eesee+e++.| Bombay ............, Weekly —... 1,200 
*2 * MadhebUIaiilOm ies. cccessoccccissccks me sbeesuensecal > ee ‘ve 400 
8 » Dny&n PrakAsh ...........0.+++++++-| Poona.............+.| Bi-weekly ... 700 
4 »y SUPYVOMAYA .....ccceeeccsseccesvecreveees| LADDA..sccceeceevee.| Weekly... 375 
*5 » Mah&Srdstra Mitra ...........ccccecceee| SAUATAccccccccccccese| DO, a 250 
© 4 BA BMRGUE, piccsccicccnasecsine| D0.) sevsavecces] DO ak 
7) » Dnyén Chaksht........c00...ceceveeveee| POODA ...s.0.000000021 Do, | 31,000 
8 9 SUMO. (ac cicacctyetveceyvccceceste] DOLMUMY Useiveciecs| I ke: 325 
ms ae Ee, Rarer g: ST een eebi ck ese ‘sod 200 
MARA’THI. tel 
10 | The BOOS. os ces cae rkeicl coctoests ORS vavccicdcvers Weekly ... 410 . 
11 p= MOMB MEE osc. chavs escovcsnvecessocn.o] SMART \.. 06500] DO, ses 175 
12 » Belgaum Samfchar She RUE 2 NEN Sa) re 300 
13. | ,, Wartamén Dipiké ...:.............| Bombay .:.......0:| Do. ie 200 
14 | ,, Nydya Sindhu ................se0e6.| Ahmednagar ......| Do. iss 185 
15 i) SAA MARNIE. 55, oscireeyes)enseasic] MUU ssservecesessesl:s EM is 85 
*16 sp MATOARE 00s cccsvevepeeevsccecescseesess] SAMIKDINGL .....0,.| - DO at 50 
*1'7 | . Kalpataru Ses aVSpaahess ovwtcccsosccsasehl MNOMMDAE —sccdascast aa ‘ui 150 
18. | ,, Khandesh Waibhaw ..........-..| Dhulia wc.) Do... 125 
19 Pe eer To es ee ee mae) 7 | 400 
*20 | 4 Nésik Writt ..........ccssecscrsscesee] NASIK cccsssees ooeee| Do, em 100 
OB ha. MMMMDDG. ae wcesvcceosiccoscsvesecs] MAIRGMS .occcccceccl” Dak 8 Rae 
OO h Ripeen Mean osc iicicas cock Darwer sects De Ce ie 
28 -| ,, Satya Shodhak ... ......cccocs,0e+.--| Ratnhgiri .........|° Do, ee 150 
24 cg MAMI ION ois scovbouvonndicsscovsgcl PUMMNM ccicccoagenbacel. aa ici 340 
25 | ,, Subodha Patriké ......sseseeeeeeee| Bombay eeseeeeeee| Dor — «4.| 1,600 
26 | ,, Dharwar Writt .........sc0seeee-] Dharwar......c0e0| Do. oes 
27 | , Nagar Samfchér ..............-... Ahmednagar ......) Do. —...], 200 
BW 1S, GRIMM Stnaciussinecrccsves ast MEL eee -.-| 200 
29 2 arr ee dalerec enema i DO. secceessseesece, Do, ies 
80 | ,, Swadesh Mitra .........e.cceee-| Bombay .....s4064] Daily  ...) 600 
$1 | Batenliege Darwhak cieventevi ACER GRA RE aR Weekly. Ay 120. 
82. | ,, Dnydn Sfgar.....reccscccseresesseee} KolhOpur ve] Do, 195 
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No. Names of Newspapers. (3 gt ae | Place of publication. | - Edition, of ccplen 


Mana’THI—continued, 
33. | The Pandhari J Writt deesepetes: ceesseeeeeee,| & ONGhaRpUr csvees] Weekly... 150 
34 9 Roce Witte (5)... Belgaum:...........| Do. si 150 
35. | ,, Mélwan‘Samf&chér..,..................¢Mélwan 0...) Do,  — «..)-. 210 
439 » A’ry& Warta......... Virieeeiwee A siecessiess 1. De oh 100 
87 | ,, Hubli Waibhaw ....:..,,............f Bobli.t.i..........) Do. ‘ 75 
Ey DUMUGII cop cncvsepsscesoesceseef OOM orsevebec0c00:| DOs: «|, “B00 
39 .| ,, © A’rya Patrika............... syesesesvees] DOMDAY ...00.400.04, Fortnightly ..| 35500 
40 | ,, A’ryawarta Panchénana ...... RR eR sescevsss| Dl- Weekly... 457 
) ANGLO-GUZARA'TI. 
41 | The Surya Prakdsh ......,.....s,ceccceepee] SUPAE .....0.000000..| Weekly  .... 137 
42 | ,, Hitechchhu ............c.sess+0-044| Ahmedabad ......| Do, —... 
GUZARA'TI. | 
43 | The Guzerat Mitra STA tee ORES | aR a OD Weekly... 400 
44 | ‘: ‘Bombay eS Bombay ............| Daily oi. 700 
| , J&me Jamsed ....... VOM EeOes ee eRe cb 525 
46° | ,, Akhbére Sowdégar .....,..5::00055, DO. seesseeseee-| Doo. | 615 
BF RIE oosesccencceraspesésesoeece] DOs © seosdacce-n] WOME -| 2,080 
O,. Bilis... . 
49 » Yajd4n Parast ae Uh Re ea? 8 Do, Oo 500 
o0 » Arya, Mitra ..,...,.. 


cca GiRcukitécastsh See. eb eabeiers.s]: ae abs 250 
51 | ,, Deshi Mitra ........ ae cM soy acid psdesee: Do. i oe 
D2 » sind Samachar RS 8 a eae Kurrachee.......... Do. —,.. 60 
53 » Samsher Bahadur ,..,.... neha Ahmedabad ...... Do. ae 200 
54 » Ahmedabad Saméchér ahes | 
OD » Kaira Wartaman ......,,::..,.000090 Kaira .4y.....00000+. Do, | 

56 » Kattywar Samachar ......... a Réjkot eee te eee 45 
57 |, Broach Wartamén .:..,..06..e,000- 
, 8 fo MADE SW PORIOR. 00.005 pad yppigilooscoeren sce Kaira 


J), GL | ,, Kégide Mumbai .,...:;sssesesseee.| D0. ssscccssesesses| TricWeekly...| 900 
Bc, RR MMM ice csc pinrsinetnce nose: Wicks sscie Weekly ...| 100 
Oy MO NOEs csercescesescsnse] BOMBOY...rerersed Da, | 200 
. 64 » Nyéya Prakésh.. bah epmaseh ds sss eeeens | ER OSES oe Do, ie 600 
,65 | ,,. Swadebh Mangal ............4.....00] Broach ..,...+-.| Do, 100 
aie Hinpvsra’I, | ee 
66 bs Kyshfal Akhbér bennbantaxcelS wads | Bombay ...,,+++++ Do, ise 175 
67 Akhtar-e-Hind.. vetptepeeapeaerecsenees Do, ie a ls 300 
ig pee ta / PERSIAN, aa oe a | 
6d) me cde : | The he rs Kolub . ee gen! Kurrachee .. erirerses ary ‘ei 300 
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The Public Administration. 


The Indw Prakdsh (1) of the 29th October has a long leader, headed “ A 
Bill for amending the existing Stamp Acts.” The 


Criticisms on the new . : : . 
Stamp Bill of the Honourable article opens with the old complaint about the multi 


Mr. Stokes. plicity of laws, about the over-activity of the Legisla- 

| tive Gounsile their disregard to the convenience and 
interest of the people, their exclusive attention to the increase of the revenue of — 
the State and of the powers of the Executive. The writer then briefly refers to 
the objects of the new Stamp Bill under notice as they are stated by its framer. 
One of these objects is, to render the law on this important subject more easy 
to be understood and determined than is the case at present; and the other 
object is to prevent more effectually the evasion of the stamp duties, and, there- 
by, to protect the stamp revenues of the State. At present, if a document pre- 
sented in a court of law is proved to be insufficiently stamped, the party pre- 
senting it is compelled to: pay the difference and also a heavy fine. But the 
proposed law is not content with this recovery and the pecuniary penalty, and 
proposes to prosecute the evader criminally. The Indu Prakdsh does not 
approve of this last proposal. It asserts that documents are sometimes insuffi- 
ciently stamped, not with any criminal intention of defrauding Government of 
its revenue, but only through ignorance, and, therefore, it is not right to prose- 
cute criminally. Again, referring to the provision in the Bill under notice 
empowering all the heads of offices to arrest any insufficiently stamped docu- 
ments which they may happen to come across, the writer observes that the 
provision is very likely to prove a terrible engine of oppression in its actual 
working. The term “heads of offices” is very vague. They may in clude 
ignorant police-pdtils, Mahdlkaries Mdmletdars, &c.; and these petty officials 
may, either from ignorance or from a desire of appearing smart in the eyes of 


their superiors, often do things causing much oppression and annoyance to the 


ag ryots. One who reads this Bill from the beginning to the end cannot but 
e convinced that the chief object of Government in framing this measure is to 
make this source of income as fruitful as possible, without any regard to the con- 
venience or comfort of the ryots. The writer says that, for want of space, he 
will refer to one provision oleky in support of his last assertion. According to the 
existing law no cheque, or promissory note, or receipt of less than 20 rupees 
requires a stamp ; but the new law proposes to reduce the amount of these ex- 
empted documents to 10 rupees, and the wise members of the Select Committee 
in passing this provision observe that transactions of the value between rupees 
twenty and ten are so numerous that, by levying a stamp duty on them, the 
revenue of the State will receive a very great addition, while no zoolum will be 
felt by the people in being ealled upon to pay only an anna on each of these 
transactions. The writer in the Jndu Prakdsh in commenting on this observation 
of the Select Committee remarks that very few people understand what thing 
zoolum is under the British rale. For, under this Government every thing is 


done under the authority of the law, and who can dare to call a legal act zoo- 


lum? ‘We did not think,” continues the writer, “that our wise and kind 
Government would resort to such Mérwérilike stratagems to increase its revenue.” 
“To Jevy a stamp duty on transactions simply because they- are numerous, is 
not creditable to the British Government ; and such a spirit in Government in- 
Spires the people with a fear that, by and bye the exempted amount may be 
reduced from 10 to 5 or even to 24 rupees by the same reasoning. The Com- 
mittee says.that the people will not think it zoolum to pay only one anna. True; 
but have these authorities considered how many such annas the people have to 
pay? ‘They have to pay one anna for stamps, another one anna for salt, half an 
anna for their cloth, another quarter anna for something else. _ And these annas, 
half annas and quarter annas gradually absorb so much of their little income 
that they find it very hard to maintain themselves on what is left after these 
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yments. Goverriment is not unaware of this state of things, and yet it pays 
no attention to it. Nothing can be more deplorable than this inattention of 
Government. (The Karndtak Wartika (84) of the 28th October has an article 
on the same subject, making very similar remarks.) 


The Dnydn Prakash ©) of the 1st November, in an editorial, headed ‘‘ The 
ndian Forest Act, and the Akbari Laws,” denounces 
Adverse remarks on the the Honorable Mr. Hope’s Bill about the jungles and 


De ent ya 4 rey the Abkéri Bill, now lying before the Bombay Legisla- 


; tive Council, as iniquitous and oppressive. The 
on =. — writer shows in thé seticle under nation, how both of 
| these proposed laws directly interfere with the private 
rights of certain Inémdars of the Tanna districts ; rights they hold under solemn 
~ ganads from the Honorable East India Company, and rights which have been 
confirmed by Her Most Gracious Majesty’s great proclamation of 1859. If to 
mterfere with these clear rights is no injustice or oppression, the writer does not 
know what is. Most of the remarks made in this article against these Bills are 
evidently taken: from an English article of the Native Opinion (2) on this 
subject. 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 29th October has an article, headed ‘‘ The Poverty 

. of the Ryots, No. IIT.” . The article reiterates the old 

Complains of the thorough complaint that the British Government thoroughly 
“apr sag oo rig? ayer excludes the Natives from all posts of honor and trust ; 
meh hating that India had other foreign rulers, but they never 
. excluded the Natives so thoroughly as the English 
have done ; and that the British Government has nothing to justify this exclu- 
sion of the Natives from the higher posts of the administration of their own 
country. Government admits the intellectual qualifications of the Natives, but 
retends to find fault with their morality. Tio say that there: are not even a 
bow men among so many hundreds of millions of the Natives whose morals are 
as good as those of the ordinary Europeans whom Government trusts with the 
highter posts in its service, is a preposterous assertion. 


The Mahdrdstra Mitra (5) of the 25th October, but received on the 29th, 

in an article, headed ‘* A Suggestion to the Collector,” 

Prays Mr. Moore to obtain after praising Mr. Moore as perhaps the best and the 

or of the assessment ~most popular Collector the district has ever got, prays 

year for the cultivators hi : cm 

of the Satara District. im to obtain a remission of the land assessment of 

this year for the cultivators, who have suffered so 

-’ much from the last year’s famine and this year’s partial failure of the crops. 

The good Collector is requested to present the claim of the poor ryots to the 

_- indulgence of the parental Government orally to His Excellency the Governor 

when he visits Satara on his way back to Poona from Belgaum. The Mitra 

is sure that if the matter is properly represented to him, His Excellency Sir 
Richard is sure to grant this prayer of the suffering ryots. 


The Kiran (9) of the 28th October, in an article, headed ‘“‘ What do they 
aes think of the present Government, No. II.,” reiterates 
‘is al a pay Senseo mre the often-repeated remark, that the English Govern- 
India to abject ase ment has, by its policy, deprived this country of its - 
ae wealth and reduced it to such abject poverty that its 
_Tyots are not able to cope with even one year’s failure of the rains. Govern- 
ment is asked to take measures to enable the ryots to grow prosperous, that 
they may be able to pay its taxes.- If the Native papers speak out the truth 
and point out the errors of Government, they are branded as disloyal and hostile 
toGovernment. This is really a matter for great regret. Had the policy and 
conduct of our rulers been the same in 1857 as they are at present, the English 
Government would not have seen this. day. The people take such a great 
interest in the war which is now going on in Europe that they eagerly wait the 
2NP3—l1 


5 
| arrival of newspapers every day, and many of them are sorry to hear of the 
_ reverses ‘of Russia. This shews that several people sympathise with Russia. 


sians to be better rulers than the English, they are grievously mistaken. The 
writer promises to return to this subject in some future issue. : 


The Arunodaya (10) of the 28th October, in a leader, headed ‘‘ The New 
ay Stamp Bill,” observes that it was believed that, as the 
Criticism on thenew Stamp attention both of Government and the people has been 
Bill of the .Government of Fae a tre: the’ eitaita ut gy ene 
India. eeply engrossed by the eliects of a terrible iamine 
; through which the country has just passed, and by 
several other stirring events which are occurring in the world, our legislative 
councils would be somewhat less active this year than usual. But the belief 
has proved groundless. It was also a popular belief that the stamp duty was 
imposed by Government only to ga itself for the expenditure it incurs 
for maintaining its judicial department. But this Bill and the present state of 
the judicial department show that the above popular belief is not correct, and 
the object of Government in resorting to this tax on justice is to extort money 
from the sacre The Arunodaya asserts that the proceeds of the stamp duty 
levied under the existing Act, leave a considerable balance after defraying the 
expenses of the judicial department. This being the case, is it jusb to increase 
the existing rates of the stamp duty? At present if a document presented in 4 
court of justice bears &n insufficient stamp, the party presenting it is made to 
pay the difference and a fine twenty times the amount of that difference. But 
the new Bill proposes to levy not the difference and the fine, but interest also on 
these amounts. This proposal shows the great greed and the mean Mérwéri 
spirit of Government. The existing provision exacting a heavy and* exorbitant 
fine is unjust enough ; but to ask interest on this fine isa great aggravation of 


that injustice. Government is requested to give a serious consideration to this 
matter. , | 


The Shubha Suchak (15) of the 26th October, but received on the 29th, m 
Praises the Dake af Buck. ou. Srticle, headed “The Subscriptions which are 
teatiaien te ihn ha rei being raised in England for the Relief of the Indian 
to the British nation, and the Jamine,’”’ very highly and heartily praises His Grace 


British nation for nobly rese the Duke of Buckingham, for boldly acquainting the 
ponding to that appeal, and | 
“ar pn oo — - state of the famine-stricken provinces of India, and for 


tary for opposing the pro- asking their aid ; and observes that if all the European 

for giving a pecuniary authorities were as kind and as careful in protecting 
aeatg a from the Im- the ryots committed to their care as His Grace, the 
ee ee eople of India would not have a word to utter against 
their English rulers. The English are a generous and noble nation. .The 
Natives of India are not unaware of this fact, and, therefore, the Native Press 
has been urging the authorities, ever since the famine assumed a dire form, to 
make an a to the sympathy of Britain. But, unfortunately, the big autho- 


rities were from a false pride not willing to make this appeal. They, perhaps, 


the lives of the Natives. The Suchak here refers also to the proposal made by 
some English constituencies to grant a pecuniary aid to India from the Imperial 
treasury of England, and to the unwillingness of the Secretary of State for India 
and of his representative in the House of Commons, the ein Secretary, to 
support this proposal, and observes that the above generous suggestion ought to 
have been carried out. France is said to have assisted her small Indian depen- 
dency in the last year’s famine, and the Suchak does not know why England 
should allow herself to be surpassed by her ancient rival in this good and gene- 
rous work. India has contributed very greatly to the wealth of England ; and 
therefore she has a claim to her assistance in her distress. The article concludes 
with expressing once more India’s deep gratitude to the noble and generous 


- But the Xiran warns these sympathisers of Russia, that if they think the Rus- 


good and generous people of England with the real’ 


did not like that the pockets of their countrymen should be touched for saving 
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Bill of the Honorable Mr. 


_ Which well provides for its 


6 


British nation for the most liberal and prompt aid it has given to her famine- 


stricken children. 


The Khandesh Waibhaw (18) of the 26th October, but received on the 29th, 
in an article, headed ‘‘ A New and Oppressive Law 
regarding Jungles,” denies any necessity whatever for 
any fresh legislation on the subject, and observes that 
harsh laws may add a little to the treasury of the State, 
but they also add to the discontent of the people. The proposed law interferes 
with the private rights of the people. Such laws are sure to diminish the con- 
fidence of the ryots in Government, and, opanognenuy they are injurious to the 
snterests both of Government and the people. The people are also exhorted to 
jose no time in adopting the proper measures for the protection of their rights. 


‘The A'ryawatar Panchdnana (40) of the 31st October learns from a corres- 

| ondent that Mr. Worthington, the First Assistant Col- 
The old Shoe-questos Lestisg of Ratnagiri, recently paid a visit to the High 
ce School of that town. Mr. Wd4man Abdji Modak, the 
Head Master of the school, received Mr. Worthington, and asked him to take a 
seat. Before doing so, the latter, observing the former wearing his shoes, said 
that he (Mr. Modak) showed him disrespect, and asked him to go out of the 
room and put off his shoes. Mr. Modak mildly remonstrated and denied the 
charge of discourtesy. He, however, submitted and put off hisshoes. The cor- 
respondent does not approve of this conduct of the Assistant Collector, and 
observes that several European officers often visit the schools, but never object 


Condemns the new Forest 


Hope. 


to the masters or pupils wearing shoes in the schools. It is true that Govern- 


ment has officially prohibited the wearing of Native shoes on occasions of public 
darbérs, But the ordinary assembling of the schools cannot be called darbars. 
Such exhibitions on the part of some Europeans now and then the writer attri- 
butes to their ’race-pride and to their reprehensible desire to make the helpless 
Natives feel their degraded position. ‘The editor also concurs with his corres- 

ondent in the above view of the matter. He admits that to put off one’s shoes 
is one of the Native modes of showing courtesy ; but if the Europeans adopt this 
view of the matter, they should make no distinction between the shoes of Euro- 
pean and Native leather. The writer prays Government to settle this old ques- 
tion in a reasonable and satisfactory way. 


The same and some other vernacular pepe of this week, in referring to 

the petition which one Ahmed Akbar Khan of Cabul is 

rare ey | ae oe said to have made to the Government of India, accus- 

be po ge ing the Native Press of criminal intimidation and ex- 
against the Native Press. . : 

toration of money from the Natives chiefs and nobles, 


‘and praying the Government of India to adopt certain measures for the suppres- 


sion of this alleged evil, indignantly repudiates the charges as baseless and 
false, if they are meant to be applicable to the whole ig | of the Native Press, 
and, especially,-to the Native Press of this presidency. ‘They also try to show 
that the charges are too preposterous to be believed. They all suspect that this 
petition is alow trick resorted to by some of the enemies of the Native Press, 
who wish to show that the Native Press is disliked and hated not only by the 
Europeans but even by several Natives themselves. 


The Guzerat Mitra (43) of the 28th October also disapproves of the recom- 
mendation made by the London Times and alleged to 

_Does not admit the neces- have been accepted by the Government of this countr 
sity of a poor-law for, India, that there ought to be a poor-law for India for miti- 
auper classes without the ting the distress of poor and helpless persons in . 
interference of Government, times of famine and other similar calamities. The 
| Times gives in support of its recommendation the ex- 


‘perience of England and Ireland in the matter of this law. It says that this 
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Jaw proved of great use to these countries when they were visited by famines. 
_ But notwithstanding this experience, observes the Mitra, it should be remem- 
bered that India is not England. The former feeds its paupers in a satisfactory 
manner and without the intervention of Government, for which there is as yet 
no need. Again, the poor people of India, even when suffering from starvation, 
have not, on a single occasion” of a famine, threatened to disturb the public 


peace. They resignedly submit to the calamity, believing it to be a decree of | 


Providence. Such meek and god-fearing people cannot disturb the Government. 
‘The people of India are in the habit of raising public funds for the support of 
their famine-stricken brethren in their distress. When the calamity is so very 
great that the people cannot cope with it successfully without calling in the aid 
of Government, the latter may be appealed to for that particular occasion. But 
for that reason a poor law for the whole country is not necessary ; and, indeed, 

it is not required at all ifit brings with it additional taxes on the people. As 
proved by the Guzerat Mitra in some of its previous issues, the only way of miti- 
_gating famines is to lighten the heavy burden of taxation. That is the only 

way for giving real relief to the poor people. 


The same has an unfinished leader, headed “* The Awkward, nay Wilful, 
; etn custom of our Customs Department, and the Hardship 
0 A complaint against the inflicted on the Merchants therefrom.” The Mitra 
ustoms Department of the . . 3 age 
Sorat District. states that customs ay 4 is levied on certain kinds of 
goods brought by ship from any Native State (which is 
considered a foreign country by the Customs’ rales) into a British port of the Surat 
Zillah. On the arrival of a ship from such a country laden with dutiable goods, 
the Customs Department requires the owner of the goods to give a list of the 
number or weight of the goods before they are permitted to be landed. After 
receipt of the list the goods are counted or weighed by the Customs Department 
in order to levy duty on them, which is generally fee three to five per cent. 
In preparing this list the owner of the goods has to show the weight in the 
measure prevailing in the Surat District ; and to come at it he has to make cal- 
culations on the weight prevailing in the Native State from which the goods 
were exported. Sometimes it so happens that the owner commits a slight mis- 
take of five maunds or so in making this calculation, or that the goods increase 
or decrease on the way to the same slight extent. On such occasions the Cus- 
toms officer does not allow the goods to be taken away, charging extra duty 
for the excess or deducting any duty for the short weight. He takes charge of 
all the goods and makes a report on the case to his superior local authority. It 
takes several days before the decision of the latter authority is received, and the 
goods are delivered to the owner after levying from him duty for the excess 
goods, or otherwise, as the case may be. ‘This detention of the goods is made 
' notwithstanding the merchant’s er Bisel to keep a deposit of money to cover 
any excess duty, provided he is allowed to take away the goods. The delay - 
thus caused in the owner’s getting his goods, frequently inflicts damages on him 
on account of a fall in the prices of the goods or on acccount of deterioration or 
damage done by them while lying in the custody of the Customs Department. 
An instance of this kind is given in the issue of the Guzerat Mitra of the 7th 
November 1875, and another one has very recently occurred. A bateld of the 
Kurrachee bunder, numbered 750, named ‘ Werishal,” recently brought 285 
porenges of dried dates from Mandwi, in Kutch, to a British port in the Surat 
istrict. In counting the packages one was found in excess of the number given 
by the owner in the list. The Bunder Karkun allowed the 235 packages to be 
taken away by the owner, detaining the excess package, and made a report 
about the matter to his superior officer the Sarkd4rkun. The latter officer found 
fault with the Bunder Kérkun for acting as he had done, and has mulcted the 
dealer in the sum of rupees one hundred and thirty-five, for entering in the list 


given by him to the Customs Department one package less than the actual 
number, | t 
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Complains that the corpses The same has heard that the women who die in 

of women dying in the civil the hospital at Surat are buried stark naked. The 

. hospital at Surat are buried writer asks the authorities: concerned to remove this 
— complaint, if it really exists. 


The Jéme Jamsed (45) of the 1st November, in a leader, headed “ The 
Condition of the Agricultural Classes of India,” obser- 
Advocates a reduction of ves,that two years ago the sad picture of the bad con- 
_ the land assessment for the dition of the Indian ryots appeared before the public, 
improvement of the impover- one J : 
ished condition of the cnlti. #04 was a pitiable picture indeed. The ryots have 
vating classes of thiscountry. fallen into this sad condition not of late; they are 
steeped in it for a long time past. The writer here 
alludes to the late Deccan riots, and observes that the Deccan ryots possess to a 
considerable degree the virtues of meekness and patience under affliction; and 
when they created disturbances, it was‘obvious that their miseries were very 
great and were unbearable to them. On the one hand, it was said that the cause 
of this bad condition of the ryots was that the land-tax was exorbitant, and, 
after its payment, so little was left in the hands of the cultivators that they 
could not but incur debts to money-lenders. On the other hand, on the side of 
Government it was said that the land assessment was not exorbitant ; the ryots 
were reckless, they spent large sums on the occasions of marriages, deaths, 
_ &c., and thereby ran into debt. The report of the Deccan Riots’ Commission 
has been before the public, and it knows the contents of it. Since this report 
Government has made a slight reduction in the land assessment of several parts 
of the Deccan and of Guzerat ; and this reduction plainly shows that the exorbi- 
tancy of the land assessment is ‘one of the causes of the bad condition of the 


es There was recently a famine in Persia for three successive years and | 


e agricultural classes of that country withstood it without succumbing to it. 
In India a single year’s failure brings the ryots to starvation and death. 
Even the rs Christian ryots of Turkey in Bulgaria are, according to 
the statement of the special military correspondent of the London Times, in a 
far better condition than the ryots of this country. The cayse of the bad con- 
dition of the Indian ryots is that the land assessment @ exorbitant, and, after 
jts payment and the payment of interest to creditors, so little is left to the 
ryot that it is hardly sufficient to feed him till the next crop. Several 
measures have been suggested for improving this state of things; but the 
most urgent remedy is the reduction of the land-tax, and unless that reduc- 
tion is made, all other measures will achieve nothing. After reducing the 
assessment, measures should be taken to get the ryots out of the clutches of 
their creditors and to improve their condition otherwise. It is true that 
a reduction in the land assessment will lead to a correspondingly great reduc- 
tion in the State revenue. But this reduction will not prove as prejudicial to 
the State interests as the large expenditure which Government makes at every 
famine which appears every second or third year. The reduction of the assess- 
ment will in course of time enable the ryots to pay more assessments, and in the 
long run the policy will be highly beneficial tothe State. The ve Trae here 
made of reducing the land-tax and otherwise improving the condition of the 
ryots, is more beneficial than the suggestion of the London Times to enact ‘‘a 
poor law” for this country ; because the former will enable the ryots to with- 
stand the evils of famines, and will remove all necessity for ‘‘ a poor law.” 


The Rast Goftdr (47) of the 28th October, in its opening leader, headed 
E oy “ Sir Richard Temple’s first Dewdli,’ asks the people 
eeiaie come Fe Bas of Bombay to offer public congratulations to His Ex- 
the Governor, and advising cellency Sir Richard Temple at the comin Dewéli 
the people of Bombay to offer holidays which His Excellency will spend in Bombay. 
oe Eaeelionty public con- His Excellency, observes the Rdst Goftdr, deserves 
Dewali Nalitiays. the coming public congratulations for the various things he has 
his assumption of the reins of Government. Sir Richard in his nominal stay at 
4¥rp3—11 | 


: Sans within the short time he has been among us since ~ 


9 


Poona during the pleasant Deccan season, twice came down to Bombay to take 
a part in public meetings, and spent the remainder of his time in visiting the 
famine-stricken districts of the Deccan and seeing that the local officers of those 
districts were duly engaged in discharging their very responsible duties. Up 
to now he has visited the whole of the presidency—Decean, Guzerat and Sind,— 
without caring in the least for the inclemencies of the weather. The manage- 
ment of the Bombay famine has been so very‘wise and discreet that it has 
become an example for being copied in other parts of India. In this good and 
“ry eredit to Bombay Sir Richard holds a large share. He has done a good 
eal for the city of Bombay also. He has given good encouragement to the 
Bombay Corporation in providing a drainage system in Bombay. His Govern- 
ment has given its share of the police expenses of the city ; presented the Byculla 
flats to the ey see gue ; has expressed his willingness to pay a portion of the 
Esplanade fee-fund, and has undertaken to provide funds for the drainage-works. 
He has successfully raised the Bombay Vounteer Corps, and has saved the 
Victoria gardens from being rented out for a hotel and a place of frivolous amuse- 
ments. In doing thislast act he has protected the public gardeus from becoming 
a rendevouz of civilized vice, but has had to incur the severe displeasure of a large 
number of his own countrymen. By these acts His Excellency has earned a 
right to receive from the people of Bombay congratulations, which may well and 
suitably be given in the coming Dewédli holidays. Some might say that His 
Excellency is to spend four more Dewd4lis among us, and no haste need be made 
in paying these congratulations, which may well be deferred till the end of his 
career as Our Governor. But these persons, if there are any of this thought, may 
be answered that the.deputation of Bengali gentlemen ,which has brought with 
it for presentation to His Excellency an address signed by twenty thousand 
people of the Bengal Presidency, is a sufficient guarantee that His Excellency 


will not fail to give us good cause to give him more congratulations at every 
Dewa4li of his five years’ career in-this presidency. | 


The Samsher Bahddur (53) of the 26th October, but received on the 28th, 

| in a leader, headed ““ What Need is there of Native 
Complaining that the laws (Councillors in the (Legislative) Councils,’ repeats the 
<p tag tetera bse a frequently made complaint of the Native Press, that 
Seis dakedet"ioe hale aed the laws enacted in these days, though professing to 
so; and praying the Home have been enacted for the good of the people, are, 
sth ager Ad — ~ really a en hben: pas and a 2 the 
eople who have been and are complaining of the un- 

a sae heepe te Mee Tee suitability of these laws. After observing that the 
laws enacted in the earlier part of the British rule in 
this country were suitable to the people, and were liked and praised by them, 
a remark which has been often made by the Native Press, the Samsher proceeds 
to state the causes of the unsuitability of laws now enacted. It says that some 
Native gentlemen are appointed to the Legislative Councils of this country, ap- 
parently with the object of their being useful to their European colleagues, who, 
on account of their being foreigners, are ignorant of the social customs, ‘moral 
Jaws and feelings of the Natives. But this good object of appointing Native 
Councillors is not achieved. Some of them are so much given to nod assent. to 
whatever their European colleagues may propose, as to appear to have been no- 
minated only to give support to their European coadjuturs. Some other Native 
uncillors raise just and proper opposition to the improper proposals of the 
European members, but the latter ever succeed in nullifying the opposition by 
appearing in a majority. The other reason of unsuitable laws being passed is, 
that they are enacted in ahurry, without waiting to hear public wae on 
their drafts. Scarcely any time is allowed on the appearance of a Bill in Coun- | 


cil to elicit public opinion through the Press or through the Native members of 
the Council. For these reasons the laws of these days turn out defective 
in themselves, unsuited to the people, and, consequently, injurious to 
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‘their interests. The people naturally complain against these inappro- 


| enjoys large|powers which are 


riate laws, and their complaint ought not to be allowed to continue any 
longer: since it impedes reciprocal affection and unanimity of the governors 
and the governed. The principles of British administration are just and merci- 
ful. They have, without distinction of caste, color or creed, bestowed liberty 


on the ryots ; and in accordance with them the nomination of the Native Coun- 


cillors has been made. Government, very probably, believes that laws are 
made with the consent of the people for whom those laws are made. - If it so 
believes, its belief is really wrong; and it has been deceived into this belief by 
its own officers, since the administration of this country is conducted against 
the thoughts and objects of Government. It is very strange that under a civi- 
lized and just Government like that of Britain in India the people should suffer 
miseries at the hands of wilful officers. It behoves the Home Government, 
therefore, to appoint a commission of merciful and independent gentlemen to 
inquire into the administration of this country, and to relieve its Indian sub- 
jects from their complaints. | 


The Nydéya Prakdsh (64) of the 29th October, after making the statement 
that, under the former Governments of this country, 
the police did not possess such large powers as it does 
ey emo. soneed by it ang Under the British Government, observes that the law 
stating that a serious case of as clothed it with extensive powers the wrong use of 
torture by the police of Go- which sometimes comes to light. In support of its | 
walpéda is talked about. last assertion, the Nydya Prakdsh makes allusion to 

several old cases of more or less importance, and states 
that a report has recently appeared that the police of Gowalpdd4 inflected so 
great tortures on a prisoner, that the unfortunate man died in consequence of 
them. In conclusion, Government is prayed to make a reduction in the large 


powers enjoyed by the police, and, thereby, to effect an improvement in this 
important branch of the administration. 


Observing that the police 


Municipalities. 


The Kalpataru (17) of the 28th October, in an article, referring to the 


approaching re-appointment of the Commissioners of 

A recommendation about the Sholépur Municipality, observes that the Collector, 
the re-election of the members 3 Rais Dreniient 3 pas b Ic 
of the Sholapur Municipality. W420 18 ex-ollicio Tresident, 1s said to have been mak- 
ing inquiries as to who should be nominated on the 

commission, and to think of renominating some of the old members and supersed- 


_ ing the others by fresh men, The Kalpaiarw does not approve of this plan. 
It thinks that it is neither wise nor just to make such an invidious distinction. 


The old members should be renominated in a body, or should be superseded in 
a body. There are no just grounds to retain some and supersede the others. 
If the Collector decides to nominate fresh people, he will be good enough to see 
that only competent persons are selected for these impofttant posts, and that all 
the different classes of the Sholépur community are duly represented in the 


Corporation. 
The Swadesh Mangal (65) of the 30th October states that a portion of the 


Praying the Municipality Wall of the town of Broach near the Bhdégokot gate 
of Rain to a ae tr} mcd has fallen into a ruinous condition, and some of it has. 


tion of the fortified wall of fallen down, and the rest threatens to come down one 
that town which has fallen ofthese days. If this wall is not soon repaired a 
into disrepair. serious accident to human life may occur from it. 
The local municipality is requested to repair the wall without delay. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 


: - Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 


Poona, 6th November 1877. 
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 peetigdeveaee & apg ; 


CONFIDENTIAL} aaa 
REPORT 
ON 


NATIVE PAPERS 
For the Week ending 10th November 1877. 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


— 


No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Edition. : ot denies 
: | | issued. 
ANGLO-MARA THI. | | 
1 | The Indu PrakAsh .......ccccccccscccceces | DOMOBY oosscccicees Weekly EA 1,200 
*2 » Native Opimion ..........sseesereeeeees WS aaasetiveses Do. saul 400 
3 » Dnydn Prakdsh ......cccccsesseeees: es on xes Bi-weekly ree. 700 
4 | ,, Suryodaya ek Oh ee Be evendbeseese MMe osc sisscrons Weekly... 375 
*5 | ,, Mah&sSotea Mitra’ ..5......., ccccccecs NEU sescseccscctes Do, ; sa 250 
S BOG RAE gcc casesescoteseces: Me)” teiiigcdees: Do. 1 975 
7 ) , Dnyén Chakahu...........:.ccccsccseee POODB .....2.22 000000 Do. -+|- 1,000 
8 » Dn yAmodaya ......ccccccccsccssossscees Bombay ............ | Do. | 325 
"9 ig PARE ccccbcauvent.ccnsavebannss cideseecss Is iiicc coasts |’ Do. | 200 
MARATHI | 
10. | The Arunodaya........scccseeccsceccecceees Whi bis ac saccac: Weekly a 410 
11 », Sagan Mitra .......cecdisesecveereeees .| Ratnagiri ......... Do. ee 175 
12 » Belgaum Samachar .........s0.ssee0 Belgaum...........,| Do. vn 300 
13 »  Wartaman Dipiké nN OE ap at OIA BPE js ncscssacss Do. wee 200 
14 » Nydaya Sindhu ....... i) ete Ahmednagar ...... Do. bai 185 
15 | ,, Shubha Suchak....... sanpenncennessees OUR. daze ccs essks Do. aoe 85 
*16 5 5 ss ois hianiny a a Jamkhindi......... Do. es 50. 
*17 »» _Kalpataru ...............ceseeesesoenees | Shol4pur......... _— OG 150 
18 » Khandesh Waibhaw ............0+ eee pee Do. ak: 
19 » Satya Sadan  .....cccccccsseesveoe ees pS Serer Do. ‘a 400 
*20 | ,, Né&sik Writt ...... Winvenstbeasghaesses PRRMEE dacecsees: cetec Do. as 100 
OM | alae 5- csescuesdticebediooesis Kalfdgi .........0.. re 
22 » Dnydn Bodhak .. .......scessesseeeees Dharwar ............ | Do. - 175 
23 » satya Shodhak ... .....++. oigbaces soe Ratnagiri ......... Do, wi 150 
24 ‘i Hindu Punch.......... ererrretrtitite Tanna ........ saesaiel ne eve 340 
25  Subodha Patriké ......ccccccceceeeees Bombay ............ Do. +--| 1,600 
26 yy Dharwar’ Writt  .......eccscceveerees| DR arwar.......00. vel ae i 350 
27 Nagar Samachar ........ccceceseeees Ahmednagar ......| Do. Se 200 
OO), SIE ceiaiisasneas ret Rees RES ONS EEAEDS Do | 200 
29 , Kashta Wil&sini............... ee BIO: Nedivecccdes bik: oan ha 125 
30 ,, Swadesh Mitra: ...........ccesseveceees Bombay ...... veveee| Daily iva 600 
31 | ,, Sanm4rga Darshak ............0000- Mudhol .......... ..| Weekly... 120 
32 "9 Dnyén Tiss nssdamanasanseckadins ...| Kolh&pur saeeoeets| ~~ 125 - 
1nrel0—l1 [c. 55] = é 


a \ . 
ae | 
No. | Names of Newspapers, _ | Place of publication. | Edition. of owed 
issued, 
MARA 'THI—continued. 
33 | The Pandhari Writt .......... ..... ieiewesa Pandharpur ......| Weekly _... oe 
34 | » Kartnétak Wartika .............. ....| Belgaum............ Be. os 150 
35 .| ,, Malwan Saméch&r...........0..++ ++..-| M@lwan ............ Do. és 210 
436 OR Sc” Roger rr ry rere Dhulia ...... sosse.| LO. ‘as 100 
37 sy RENNER WROMEIONE 2815, cdgc i sebivedces ae ae wit a y 75 
38° sg SINE > Gul epeesbansescecedbereess: POOR iiacsissics ait 20. set 800 
; 39 yp A ENS eae ek akc icy citi Bombay ............| Fortnightly ..| 1,500 
40 » A’ryawarta Banchénans .....:...: EM ccathiveswbcnns Bi-Weekly...| 457 
ANGLO-GUZARA'TI. * 
4] | The Surya Prakésh ........:.sssseseeseeee Deals iiiiinisiss ..| Weekly ©...) 387 
42 » Hitechchhu 5 Seen Ahmedabad ...... Do, sai 450 
a *  Guzara’tt. 
43 | The Guzerat Mitra .............0... phot ici MUNN 055 cits ds okey Weekly _... 400 
+4 ‘ Bombay Samachér......... si dsb peodees Bombay subs . pata | Daily -y 700 
45 , d&me Jamsed ......... tikeisbanasins a << ‘nihtedes Do. bai 525 
46 » Akhbfre Sowdagar ..............008. Be. Seer. Do. es 615 
Eg MR iiscsideapicgeissicoasens Ba acs Weekly, ...| 1,650 
48 | ee Pérsi Punch Sa ye SECS es) > Neqhadeesees | Do, Ree 225, 
49 Ne BR a 5 MCE EEEERESE EEL OTOL ET ee Do. . eee 500) 
50) so: MEE PIRES ods cescheces Oh Tees Jeno] DIO. © soevedensse. Do, 250 
RR fg IEE. wos svcsizeseonnaiies OS S| See rrte Do ~ 900 
52 | we PMG BemGoner  .se60s-ninaiose. ....| Kurrachee ae se Da, fi 60 
53 : » Samsher Béhddur ais oie be bbs oo ca 48 Ahmedabad ...... Do, | 200 
o4 | , Ahmedabad Samfchér...........:-.. Doo... Do, és 60 
D0 » Kaira Wartaman .........seseeresee: RIT 009. + ciodentors Do, si 153 
06 » Kattywar Samachar ...............| Rajkot ........ sol Do, daa 45 
o7 ce SONG WOTCAIIAD ees sisce sec serec] ROWED soccosoeesenl,, DIO vies 00 
58 | ja EAE OOR cavisscsnasesbiadidesneesens eC een Do, a | “115 
59 | » Satya Mitra TELLER, CRETE Bombay <302...30:7. Da, ee 400 
60 | te OER 505 a ccxan nase cabis TP eee + Do,.- ok sa Do, = 1,000 
61 » Késide Mumbai ........... ds ceachpeul: AMDe -aseeckdonseongah Sita MONE ead (am 
462 i MIE snc ose das orceyterdideccsocses Surat ....00...550). Weekly, ...|°- 100 
ot, femme Oand....:.5,3.>:..> disso ves ves] SROMNDAY.s cenabneis Do, in 700 
64 ss Nydya Prakash... Rec ne sooces| DUTAE... 000 .eeeesee. Do, ae : 600 
65 ” Swadesh Maingel ssmareneeniteees scons] ESFOROM sovnevcnrass Do. ae 100 
on HINDUSTA‘NL oe Se a 
66 The Kushful AKHDAr 2... seseeyepereeees Bombay ....:..++...| Do. ve 175 
Ce eg SEO ee Se eo | De, a0 
MN ahs eh. 
: ad The Mofuzrehul } Kolub ....... witsciten Kurrachee .. ....;.| Dp, = . +++} 300 
” Notes. The various —_ have been collected under. different. heads, which are printed } in, italics, 
The names of Ne pr in italics, and the pumber of the Newspaper in the list at the 
beginning of the repo Pa otf in eta ‘after the name. | 
| . The proprietors of th Newspapers marked * have not given information as te the nuniber of copies 
. issued. In these cases, an estimate has been made by the ee 
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The Public Administration. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 4th November, in an article headed ‘‘ The 

: New Stamp Bill,” makes afew adverse remarks on the 

Adverse remarks on the measure, very similar to those which have appeared 
new Stamp Billof the Honor- ~ : 

shle My. Stokes, . im other vernacular papers, and which have been 

more fully noticed in the previous weekly summaries. 


The Mahdrdstra Mitra (5) of the lst November, but received on the 6th, in 

’ | an article, headed ‘‘ The Result of the New Civil Pro- 
Civil Procedure "his ol "tha —_ Act; or the Loss caused to the Creditors and ~ 
eeeiits Mie Wabiaen ebtors,” after complaining of the very great hurry 
| and of the disregard of public opinion shown by the 

authorities in passing the above measure, endeavours to point out the incon- 
venierice the new law will cause to creditors in recovering their debts, and the. 
aversion it will create in them to give ¢redit to the agricultural classes. Most 
of the statements and pene: used in the article have appeared more than 


once in other papers, and have been noticed more fully in the previous weekly 
summaries. 


A correspondent of the same complains of the disrepair of the road between 

Wai and Panchwad, and observes that though the 

Complaint abont the bad: complaint has been repeatedly made and though even 
ness of the road between Wai . a 

caulk iiaineaiih the European officers of the district have personally 

experienced its truth, nothing has been done to 

remove it. The attention of Mr. Moore is once more drawn to this matter, and 


he is — to relieve travellers from the miseries they have long experienced 
in travelling over this road. 


The Bodha Sudhékar (6) of the 3lst October, but received on the 6th 


. November, in a long editorial, headed ‘* The Loyalty 
Defence of the Native Press of the Native Press,” makes remarks very similar to 
ene Te cnarge oF <8 those which have appeared in other vernacul 
loyalty. ppeared in other vernacular papers 
on this subject, and which have been more fully noticed 
in previous weekly summaries. The article opens with thanking the British 
Government for bestowing on this country the boon of a Press, for teaching its 
use, and for encouraging this institution of a free country. Then the writer 
alludes to a change in the opinion of the officials on this subject, and attributes 
it entirely to their impatience of criticisms on their censurable and arbitrary 
acts by the Native papers. He asserts that the Native Press, in making these 
criticisms ou the acts and measures of the authorities, is actuated only by a 
sense of duty and by no ill-feeling whatever. The writer'recalls several old 
eases of the alleged official arbitrariness and of race-partiality, and observes 
that to animadvert on these acts cannot justly be called an act of disloyalty. 
The Native Press has no' pleasure in writing against the authorities; and if 


they wish to silence the Native papers, they can easily do so by mending their 
conduct. 


The Kiran (9) of the 4th November, in an article, headed ‘ Acts Prove 


Motives,” observes that Government must be surely 


A severe attack on thenew much pleased to observe that its costly administrative 
Stamp Bill of the Honorable 


Mr. Stokes and on Gorern. machinery is excellently accomplishing its object of 
ment in connection therewith, SCrewing out money from thepeople and reducing them | 
a to poverty. That the English Government has plun- 
dered this country of its wealth, and has enriched England with the spoils and 
is trying to take away the remainder, will be evident from the new Stamp Bill 
of the Honorable Mr. Stokes. The changes introduced in this Bill show how 
our legislators are intent on inflicting loss on the ryots, and on benefiting 


4 

Government at-their expense. It is not right to enact such exacting measures. 
The Kiran reminds the authorities that a severe stamp law in 1765 cost the 
English Government its important American colonies. Even the existing stam 
laws are oppressive enough, and yet Government is trying to render them still 
more so. it is not right in Government to oppress the Indian ryots more and 
more, because they are weak and submit to be oppressed. If Government 
persists in this course, it may cause a great discontent among the people. The 
writer then refers to the proposal of reducing the maximum value of the un- 


stamped documents from rupees 20 to rupees 10, and denounces it as very 
inconvenient. 


A correspondent of the same, in a rambling letter, alluding to the reply 
given by His Excellency Sir Richard Temple to a 
memorial from the people of Poona,- praying for. the 
concession of a municipal franchise, that His Excel- 
lency was unable to comply with the prayer as the 
local authorities were opposed to the granting of the boon, observes that this 
reply shows an ill-feeling on the part of the authorities towards the people. It 
is neither right nor wise in the British Government to mar, by such harsh acts, 
the good and grateful feelings of the ryots, which the people cherish towards 
Government for the great blessings it has conferred on this country. The 
writer also accuses the British Government of ingratitude. He asserts that it is 
indebted for its magnificent Indian empire mainly to the fidelity of the Natives, 
and says that if the Government suspects the people, it must. be pronounced to 
be false, deceitful and untrustworthy ; and from such a Government the people 
have little hope of any good.’ India has few real friends among influential 
Englishmen either in this country or in England, and the efforts which an oc- 
casional friend may do now and then can be of little use to her. Unless the 
people adopt proper measures to obtain a due consideration for their rights there 
is no hope of their getting them. When they have to ask any thing from Gov- 
ernment, they should not send a small deputation to it with the prayer. The 
officials in this country have taken it into their heads, that these petitions 
emanate not from the people whose signatures they bear, but from the few 
individuals who present them. The whole number of the petitioners, therefore, 
should go in a body to Government with their request, and then only is there 
some chance of its being listened to. “Ifthe authorities still persist in their 
old course and displease the people, they will get their proper reward for it.” 


The Arunodaya (10) of the 4th November, in an article, headed “ About 

the Lower Grade Servants of the Educational Depart- 

Prays the Director of Public - ment,” states that it has received several letters con- 
ary alo to obtamm sanches taining a complaint that, while the lower grade 
compensation to the low-paid Servants of almost all the departments have received 
school-masters. grain compensation in these days of famine and high 
prices, those of the educational one alone are refused 

this indulgence. The Arunodaya sympathises with these poor complainants in 
their distress. It is said that the Deputy Inspector of the Tanna sub-division 
recommended the poor school-masters in his sub-division for the boon, but the 
Director of Public Instruction declined to comply with it. If this report be 
true, Mr. Chatfield must be called a very hard-hearted man. One of the poor 
masters writes to the Arunodaya, that his pay is only eight rupees a month, and 
this small sum not being sufficient for the maintenance of himself and his 
ay he is obliged to live on the gruel of the flour of the nadchani grain. 
Mr. Chatfield may not believe this statement of this poor man. If he will 
kindly make inquiries, he will be convinced of its literal truth. Does Mr. 
Chatfield think nothing of this wretched condition of the poor subordinates of 
his department ? He very likely thinks that Government in these days of 
financial difficulty, may not sanction any additional expenditure, if he were to 
ask it, and, therefore, he may have refused to comply with the recommendation 


2nP 10—11 


rene censures the au- 
thorities for not listening to 
the prayers of the people. 


ual 
~ Vie, 


: 


referred to above of his deputy. But the Arwnodaya firmly believes that Gov- 


ernment is generous and kind, and as it has sanctioned 
subordinates of other departments, receiving mont 
16 rupees, it will not refuse to sanction the same taduledians ‘to the 


whose salaries are as low as rupees five or six. The writer prays the 
to represent this matter properly 


so he is sure to succeed in the effort. 


n-compensation to the 
salaries as high as 


Director 


and strongly to Government, and if he does 


The same, in another article, headed “ The Famine and the People of 


Praises and thanks the peo- 
ple of England for | 
princely and prompt aid to 
the famine-stricken people of 
India. 


_ people of this country. 


eir 


England, ” heartily and warmly praises and t 

the people of England, us other vernacular papers 
have done, (whose remarks have been noticed more 
fully in previous weekly reports), for their munificent 
and prompt subscriptions in aid of the famine-stricken 


The Surya Prakésh (41) of the 3rd November, but received on the 4th, 


Praises Dr. Barker, the 
Civil Surgeon of Surat, and 
prays Government not to 
transfer him so soon from 
Surat. 


in the evening, and carefu 


highly — Dr. F. C. Barker, the Civil Surgeon of 
Surat, for his hard-working disposition and skill in his 
ee ra work. During the few months that Dr. 
arkerhas been atSurat, he attended the hospital every 
ony from 8 A.M. 1 P.M., and for the same number of hours 
ly looked after his patients. His great proficiency 


in his work has done good to a number of the hospital patients. After noticing 
two intricate cases in which Dr. Barker achieved success, the Surya Prakash 
states that this good doctor is said to be about to be transferred to Kalddgi, 
' and hopes that Surat will not be so soon deprived by Government of this good 


and able doctor. 


The Hitechchhu (42) of Ahmedabad of the 1st November, but received on the 


Disapproving of the receipt 
of a written address from the 
people by the Deputy Educa- 
tional Inspector of Broach 
and of the collection of sub- 


scriptions by school-masters. 


among themselves to preserve 
the memories of the Deputy 
Educational Inspectors of 
Kaira, Broach ‘and _ the 
Southern Division of Surat. 


4th, says that the Deputy Educational Inspector of | 
Broach having been recently transferred to another 
division, has, as appears from the account of a public 
meeting published in the Broach Wartamdn(57), received 
a written address (from.the people of thattown). The 
receipt of a written address by this officer is an 
open disregard of the orders of Government prohibit- 
ing its servants from accepting written addresses from 
the people. This oceurrence also shows that Mr. 
Giles, the Educational Inspector of Gujarat, does 


not exereise sufficient supervision on the conduct of his Deputies. The 
Hitechchhu does not approve of the collection of subscriptions by the masters of 


schools to preserve the memo 
Kaira, Broach and the Southern 
from their respective posts. 


The same, referring to the apprehension by the 


Stating that there is a re- 

rt that some persons from 

mbay coin fraudulent 
rupees within the precincts of 
damalpur. 3 


of the Deputy Educational Inspectors of 
ivision of Surat, who have been transferred 


police of tw° persons who 
were coming into the town of Ahmedabad with false 
Babdshai rupees, states that it has heard that some 
persons from Bombay manufacture false rupees from 
copper within the precincts of Jamdlpur, and asks the 
police to institute secret inquiries in the matter of 


The same, after repeating the frequently made complaint that several Gov- 


Mr. Borrodaile, the Collec- 
tor of is charged 
with exacting forced labor 
from cartmen. 


ernment officers frequently force cartmen against 
their will to take them from one place to another, 
observes that, when.peons, kérkuns or the chitmis put 


cartmen to forced labour, the Collector of Ahmedabad 
is the authority to whom a complaint is to be made ; 


ought to be kept within due bounds to make it produce the desired go 


6 


but when Mr. Borrodaile himself issues orders to put carts to forced labor, what 
should be done? The attention of the authorities is requested to this subject. 


A correspondent of the same states that some time ago he mentioned in the 
Hitechchhu, that a Khoja of Talojd4, in the Bhaunagar 
cn a Ma oF take 1 State, and another Khoja of the village of Morchand, 
repared in the village of 1m the Gogo Pargana, worked in partnership in pre- 
Morchand, in Gogo Pargana, paring ghee from the fat of animals. They sold this 
and sold in Kattywar, and fraudulent article in several townsin Kattywar. Sub- 
oa for the suppression of sequently the partnership was dissolved, and each 
e fraud. 3 of : ’ 
worked’'on his own account. The Khojé of Talojaé 
has been discovered and punished by the Bhaunagar State with a fine and has 
been bound down not to manufacture fraudulent ghee. There now remains the 
Khoj& of Morchand, of the Gogo Pargana, who still manufactures and sells - 
fraudulent ghee {prepared from the fat of animals. The attention of the 
authorities of Gogo is requested to this fraud. 


The Guzerat Mitra (43) of the 4th November complains that a road for 
: connecting the taluka of Chikhli, of the Surat District, 
hg coger that great delay § with the railway station of Bilimora, though sanction- 
n made by the Execu- 
tive Engineers Department ©4 by Government so far back as 1866, has not yet 
in building a road connecting been completed by the Executive Engineer of the 
the Chikhli Taluka, of the Public Works Department, who has been charged with 
Surat District, with the rail- the work. In 1867 the line for this road was surveyed 
way station of Bilimora. os | 
and marked under the supervision of Mr. W. Sowerby, 
the then Local Fund Engineer. In 1869-70 the earthwork of this road was com- 
menced and completed. The work of spreading metal on this road remained, 
and it was given to a Hindu contractor of Surat. He, however, failed in doing 
it, and it was then given to some Parsi contractors of Nowsari, who nearly 
completed it. In 1875 Mr. Howard, the then Executive Engineer, did not 
approve of the level of this road, and did not pass the work. He ordered the 
road to be dug up and laid down on a new level. The work is going on since 
then, Though this road is only five miles long the Executive Engineer’s De- 
partment has not been able to complete it within the ten years since 1867, when 
the line of it was surveyed, and the people of the Chikhli Taluka have still to go 
to Bilimora by a circuitous and inconvenient road. 


The same prays Government to confer on the people of the Mofussil the 
Diistan  Géeecemend be right of electing some of the Municipal Commissioners 
confer on the people of the Of their respective cities and towns. Similar oe 
Mofussil the right of electing have been often made and have been noticed more 
ne the, members of their fully more than once in the previous weekly reports. 
— The usual arguments are advanced by the Guzerat 
ity ay 8 y 
Mitra in the present article in support of the prayer. 


The Jéme Jamsed (45) of the 9th November, in a leader, headed “ A 
EOS aE eae Suggestion to Sir Richard Temple,” observes that 
praise ened to have been it is extremely glad to find that Sir Richard is gaining 
bestowed by His Excellency popularity, esteem and respect from the people by 
the Governor on Sir Mangal- his mode of talking and conducting himself. His 
ee beg pea the Pelt, wxcellency practises politeness and courtesy towards 
Sere ke the Natives, and such conduct is one of the great 

means by which to strengthen the foundations of the 
British Government in this country. Such conduct, highly sc na pris ~ it is, 
eliects. 


After these preliminary observations, the Jéme Jamsed states that the presentation 
of a silver medal to Sir Mangaldd4s Nathubhai from His Royal Highness the Prince 
of Wales, Sir Richard praised Sir Mangald4s more than he deserved, and, con- 
sequently, the assembly then and there commenced laughing in their sleeves at 
the excessive praise. Sir Richard need not be told that too much praise is 
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always bad, dnd it is particularly so in the case of the Bombay Shetids, whom 
the Rondeisbte Mr. Tucker likened to “ grown-up children.” Sir Bartle Frere, 
when Governor of Bombay, committed some mischief by over-praising ; and Sir 
Richard ought to avoid the same error. The Rdst Goftdr (47) of the 4th, the 
Bombay Samdchdr (44) of the 6th, and the Ddtardun ofthe 8th November also 

observe that Sir Mangaldds was over-praised by His Excellency on that 
- occasion). 


The Rast Goftdr (47) of the 4th November, in a leader, headed ‘‘ A Press 
Bureau for India,” observes that in its last issue, in 


Wishes that Government 
. would communicate to the 
Native Press, as it does to 
the Anglo-Indian Press, news 
- which it thinks the public 
ought to know through the 


speaking of Government explanations in-regard to 
matters connected with the frontier, it alluded to the 
arrangements made by Government for communicat- 
ing news to the newspapers about those matters. It - 
is true that sometimes the criticisms made in the 


papers. , ; : 

public press on the acts of Government are wrong ; 
and generally Government dves not refute these wrong criticisms, or, if it does, 
the refutation appears in the Government Gazette, which is seldom read. For 
these reasons, from the time of Lord Northbrook, Government had adopted the 
policy of taking one of the Anglo-Indian Papers into its confidence. For some 
time the Calcutta Statesman enjoyed this favor, but subsequently Government 
was displeased with the Statesman and transferred its confidence to the Pioneer ; 
but it seems even it is about to share the fate of the Statesman. For Lord 
Lytton has discatded this method of the defence of Government, and has adopt- 
od the course of communicating the news to all the papers at the same time. 
And hence the true news about the famine, the railways, the frontier and other 
matters from Government appears in all papers at one and the same time, and 


the public gets true information on these matters. 
“all Anglo-Indian Papers only.” 


But “all papers” means 
Government has not yet thought fit to extend 


the same favor to the Native Press. 
The Kdside Mumbai (61) of the 7th November, in a short leader, headed 


_ Advises Mahomedans - not 

to fall into the meshes of one 
Badwuj Jaman, who has noti- 
fied that heis totake with 
him by permission of Govern- 
ment a caravan to assist the 
Turks in the Turco-Russian 
war, and asks the police of 
Bombay to keep an eye on 
him when he comes down to 
Bombay. 


init with money. On 


‘‘Mahomedans, be Cautious; and Police, be on the 
Alert,” states that in July last one Badwuj Jaman, a 
resident of Hyderabad, in the Deccan, issued a cir- 
cular letter stating that he intended to take a caravan 


with him, with the permission of Government, to 


assist the Turks in the Turco-Russian war, and that 
it behoved all Mahomedans to assist their co-religion- 
ists, the Turks, with men and money ; and that this 
caravan would soon leave Bombay and go by way of 
Mecca to the seat of war, and Mahomedans bait 20 


the authorities of Madras, Mangalore and other places 


_ becoming acquainted with the scheme of this cheat, they stopped his movements. 


This cheat was formerly a Munshi in one of the courts at Hyderabad; but he 
has been expelled from the Nizam’s territory by the Hyderabad Government | 
for some offence. Since the breaking out of the Turco-Russian war he has 
been going about attempting to raise money in connection with that war, but. 
has failed on account of his tricks coming to light. He is now on his way to 
Bombay, This is the same person whose praises were sung by the Mukhdir 
Sarur newspaper. Mahomedans should be on their guard not to fall into the 
meshes of this cheat and enemy of God. Sir Frank Souter and his detective 
police should keep an eye on him when he arrives here. . | 


The Nydya Prakash (64) of the 5th November states that the services of 


Phavine Go ttopro. Mr. Dalzell, the Assistant Superintendent, Gujarat 
vide my Sta ee coo ag Revenue Survey, having been transferred to the 


the Gujarat Revenue Survey 
With places of Talatis, as they 
fall vacant. | 


famine-stricken districts, the services’ of about forty 
subordinates who were working under him have been 
dispensed with by the Superintendent of the Survey, | 


8 


and these persons are suffering distress in these dear times on account of their 
being without employment. The Nydya Prakdsh prays Government to give 
these dismissed servants, who have worked in the Survey Department for 
a number of years, the places of Taldtis of villages, as they fall vacant, to 
alleviate their distress, ‘These persons will be efficient Taldtis. 


Munierpalities. 


A correspondent of the Mahdrdstra Mitra (5) of the Ist November, but 
Complains of the badness received on the 6th, writing from Wai, complains of the 
and filthiness of the streets badness and filthiness of the streets and lanes, espe- 
and lanes‘of the town of cially of the latter, of that town, and observes that as 
Wei. the Municipality exacts the Haldlkhor cess on all the 
inhabitants alike, it is bound to keep all the streets and lanes clean. 


The Kiran (9) of the 4th November disapproves of the appointment of 
. Mr. Shiwdpp4 to the place of Health Officer to the 
Frc, My. Shiwiped ragged Poona Municipaltity on the ground that Mr. Shi- 
post of Health Officer tothe wdppé does not possess either the requisite education, 
Poona Municipality. or industry, or enthusiasm to do full justice to the im- 
ortant post to which he has been nominated. The writer does not understand: 
have it was that the Municipal Commissioners should prefer a man of old ideas 
and imperfect education, to men of superior education and fresh energy, who 
now can be had in plenty. — | | ; 


A correspondent of eer oo rege ey of the 5th N shes od ster 
_ plains that the town of Belgaum is very indifferent 

gukeellieh of tthe Manleipsl lighted by its municipality. In the fret place, thire 
lights, and of the roads being are not sufficient lights ; and those that there are, are not 
allowed to be encumbered bright enough to be of much use; and thus the people 
wih yartn, Ge: are obliged to suffer the inconvenience and discom- 
fort of walking in the dark. ‘To add to their misery, carts and tats are allow- 
ed to stand in the public roads and to encumber them. Cattle-tenders are also 
allowed to drive cattle through the streets at night in the dark, to the danger 
of the passengers. The Municipality and the police of the place are blamed 
for not removing these complaints of the people. 


The Hitechchhu (42) of Ahmedabad of the 1st November, but received on 


a the 4th, requests the Municipality of Ahmedabad to 
2 youn te He here water the roads of that city once a day only in the 
ae ie al aka city only Old season, and to do this after two in the afternoon. 
once a day in the cold season, In the hot season the roads should be watered three 
and thrice aday during the times a day, as in those days not only has the dust to 
hot months. be kept down but the city has to be kept cool as much 
as possible. ‘The Hitechchhu hopes the Corporation will pay due attention to 
the above important suggestion. _ . 


The Guzerat Mitra (43) of the 4th November recommends Mr. Guldbdds 
7 Bhaiddés for the post of Municipal Commissioner of 
Recommends Mr. Gulabdés the town of Surat, vacated by the death of Mr. Mirja 


uae. bas A vBaserrd Muni Sultén Alibeg. Mr. Guldbdas is a pleader and a 
town of Sessa. person who can well look after the Municipal inte- 
rests of the town. The Mitra’ hopes Mr. Pratt, the 

Collector and President of the Municipality, will recommend the person above 
named for nomination to the vacant Commissionership. (A correspondent of 
the Bombay Samdchdr (44) of the 8th November praises Mr. Guldébdds as an 
upright and public-spirited person, and one who has on several occasions 
brought to light Municipal mismanagement. The writer prays Mr. Pratt to 
os Mr. Guldbdés appointed a Municipal Commissioner in place of the late Mr 
irjé Sultén Alibeg). 3 4 
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The Jame Jamsed (45) es the i November, Nae received . the 5th, = a 
. _ leader, takes objection to the new bye-laws regardin 

ard jhe pon: the erection of buildings, prepared "is the Municipal 
and repair of buildings made Commissioner of Bombay and sanctioned by the Town 
by the Municipal Commis- (Council under section 267 of the Bombay Municipal 
ae Act. The new bye-laws for buildings and other sub- 
jects prepared by the Municipal Commissioner and sanctioned by the Town 
Council, further require the sanction of the Municipal Corporation and the 
Government before they can have the force of law and are brought into effect. 
And, accordingly, they are to be placed before a meeting of the Corporation to 
be held on the 16th instant. Among these bye-laws those regarding the erec- 
tion of buildings are very objectionable, inasmuch as if they come into opera- 
tion they cannot but create great terror among the entire population of Bom- 
bay. According to these bye-laws, the permission of the officers of the Munici- 
pality has to’ be obtained if the owner of a house wants to erect or remove a | 
post in the house, or to fix a plank to the roof, or to make a room large or 
small; and their approval of the materials to be used is to be secured before 
they can be used. If a lane or road be ten feet wide, no house on that road 
can be built higher than twenty feet. .Again, if the house to be built is ten 
feet broad, it cannot be built higher than thirty feet. The walls and drains of 
a building will have to be built under approval of the Municipal officers. In 
short, the erection of a new building or the repair of an old one is to be made 
according to the orders of, and with the materials approved by, the officers of 
the municipality. And if a person object to these orders, he must wait for a 
long time before he can get those orders abrogated. Suppose a house is to be 
rented and the tenant wants certain alterations to be made for his convenience 
before he occupies it; the alterations cannot be made until the officers of the 
municipality approve of them as well as the materials with which they are to 
be sade. Thus, these bye-laws are very inconvenient, and their operation will 
decrease the rents and prices of buildings, and this again must tell prejudicially 
on the income from the taxes on buildings. For the above reasons, and consi- 
dering the poor condition of the people, these bye-laws are very inconvenient, 
and ought by no means to be allowed to take effect. The Jdme Jamsed hopes 
the Corporation will refuse its sanction to these harsh and unwise bye-laws. 


Railways. 


The Bhomiyo (62) of the 7th November complains that on the occasion of the 
iii as last Manekthdéri punam fair at Dékor, the authorities of 
Pb ie thie eae eaeet, On B. B, & C. I. Railway did not provide a sufficient 


ages, &c., by the B. B. & number of third class carriages, and some of the pas- 


C. I. Railway in carrying sengers were put into the carriages for sheep (waggons 
ear — gE cag for livestock ?) The Bhomiyo observes that in its issue 

no of 10th October last it had made some suggestions to 
Mr. Duxbury, the Traffic Manager of the railway ; and it was suggested to him 
that he should keep ready at the stations of Baroda, Boridwi, Anand, &c., on the 
oceasion of this fair, some third class carriages for the convenience of passengers. 
The suggestion was made in time, but no attention was paid to it. Although 
this year the people of Baroda and Naridd did not use the railway for going to 
this fair, on account of the higher classes and the Dheds being made to sit in 
the same carriages, the third class railway carriages not being in proportion to 
the number of passengers, were overcrowded to an enormous degree, and some 
of the passengers were made to sit in the carriages for sheep (waggons for live- 
stock ?) Thus, the passengers had to experience great inconvenience and some 
distress. Mr. Duxbury was present at the Ddkor Station on the fair day and 
personally witnessed this ill-treatment of the passengers, one of whom asked him 
why they were treated so badly, but did not get a reply to his question. In 
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conclusion, the Bhomiyo requests the Traffic Manager not to permit similar mis- 
management on the occasion of future fairs at Dakor. 


Native States. 


The Gueerat Mitra (43) of the 4th November repeats the complaint, which 


cide Miele te has been made of late by papers of Gujarat, that an 


made in the State of Gondal 
in dispensing justice to Na- 
gars and persons of other 
castes. 


invidious distinction is made in the State of Gondal in 
dispensing justice to the Nagars and persons of other 
castes. ‘The Mitra gives a fresh instance of this invi- 
dious distinction. ‘There were two Wahiwdtdars of 


M4hdl Sulténpur—one Lakhmishankar Dalpatrém, a Nagar, and another Dew- 


-_chand Tokar, a Banié. Both of them were thought guilty of misappropriating 
some gram plants: belonging to the Darbér and some 


ryots in partnership. 
Lakhmishankar happened to be first discovered to have committed the offence. 
His offence was, however, conduned by simply transferring him to another 
place. Dewchand, who was discovered afterwards, was criminally prosecuted 
for the act. He has been, however, found not guilty of the offence with which 


he was charged. 


The Jdme Jamsed (45) of the 5th November complains about the toll of two 


Disapproves of a toll on 
foot passengers crossing the 
bridge recently built on the 
creek of Udnana, in the State 
of Sachin, and prefers a com- 
plaint against the toll-con- 
tractor in the matter of the 


levy. 


pies per man levied ou the new bridge on the creek 
of Udnand, and of the tyranny said to be practised on 
foot passengers by the contractor of the tolls on : that 
bridge. In the small State of Sachin, in the Surat 
District, a road is being built, and a portion of it and 
a wooden bridge on the creek of Udndnd are com- 
pleted. A toll is levied on this road or bridge on carts, 


really done as he is said to have done, his conduct is highly censurable. 


animals, and men going over it. No objection can be 
raised for the levy of a toll on carts and animals; but the toll levied on men or 
foot passengers is objectionable on several grounds. Very poor people go over 
this road. They generally bring small loads of fuel or grass, by the sale of 
which they earn an anna or two and maintain themselves. The levy of two 
ose for passing and repassing on the road out of their wretched corninge is a 

ardship on these poor people. Again, there was formerly a small bridge on 
this creek built by the late Nawab of Sachin at a cost of rupees twenty 
thousand, but no toll was levied on men. About three hundred foot passengers 
pass on this road daily, and the toll will be a heavy burden to a large number 
of persons. The conduct of the contractor of the tolls in the matter of levying 
the toll from the foot passengers is also said to be objectionable. Mr. Olivant 
has notified that the toll will be levied from such persons as use the bridge, and 
not from those who walk through the mire of the creek. When the people 
knew that they had to pay the toll if they used the bridge, they commenced 
to cross the creek by way of the pAwad4 (Mud bund ?). But they were prohi- 
bited by the contractor from using it, aad were made to go over the bridge and 
pay the toll. They then commenced to wade across through the mire; but the 
contractor has placed thorns in the way and stopped it. If the contractor _ 

n 
conclusion, the Jame Jamsed requests the attention of Mr. Pratt, the Collector 
of Surat, to the above complaints, and prays him to remove them. (The 
Bhomiyo (62) of the 7th November makes the same complaints with similar 
observations). 


A correspondent of the same of the 9th November, writing from Rajkot 
The complaint of the under date the 5th instant, states that the Sawars 


Sawars of the Gaikw4d’s con. Of the Gdikwdd’s —— serving in Kattywar 
hingent serving in Kattywar complain that the pay they get is not sufficient to 
sbout insufficient pay. maintain themselves and their horses. A Silleddr or 
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horse requires 700 poun 


_ the industrial institution at 
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Le 


Sawér gets rupees twenty-four per month. Grass is to be had at rupees twenty - 
four per one thousand a and gram is sold at 16 pounds per rupee. A 

of grass per month and 6 pounds of gram per day ; 
- hence, its feed costs rupees 31 per month. The 8 


feed himself, and thus the pay of rupees 24 is apparently insufficient. © 


The Yajdén Parast (49) of the 4th November is extremely sorry to learn 

- that Sir Richard Meade, the Resident at Hyderabad, 

“page ed pe coo ‘4 as ordered the Nizam’s Government to close the 
Hyderabad in the Decean, School of Industry . established in that town by 
| the Hyderabad Government. After briefly pointing 

out the necessity and desirability of the spread of a knowledge of different 
industries and arts among the people of this country, the Parast observes that 
Hydershed had proved a success. In it different 

kinds of articles were produced. Machinery, Moaseheld furniture, clocks, mus- 
kets, ammunition, &c., were manufactured. The muskets and ammunition 
were given to the regiments at Hyderabad, and this circumstance seems to 
have led Sir Richard to order the closing of the institution. But he has not 


done well in ordering the abolition of this useful institution. He might have 


prohibited the manufacture of such articles as he had objections to and allowed 
the institution to remain and be of service to the people. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 


Poona, 13th November 1877, 
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NATIVE PAPERS 
. For the Week ending 17th November 1877. 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


; 
No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Edition, | of pore 
| issued, 

Na aE, ea ORCL ETD, 


ANGLO-MARA‘THI. 
1 | The Indu Prak&sh .......+.+++00+.+++++.+.| Bombay ............| Weekly ...| 1,200 
*2 » Native Opinion:......cccocscressseeeees] DO.  ...0ceeee00e| Do i 
3 » Dny&n Prakfsh ...........0.00040++] POOMA..........+0444| Bi-weekly ... 700 
f) pp BR FOEIYA occ ccs crccccrecerssoccsscceee] SANDS... sceccrcccess] Weekly 4). 375 

*5 |, Mabéréstra Mitra ..........,.ccccceeee] SAtATAssorvesesseeeee| Do, | 250 
DL ne, SUE MRED: ecviinsdicecSécevescel <BMOt 5 cncdovecssark ; DOO 

Bp iain oo cass cides oss .c] BOOM sioesccosviecseal: DO | 1,000 

gp MAMEBGANS once scvecccesiccsgecsscscs] DOMMUOAP scvscescenest RN Ke oat on a 

*9 jh ME, snide dno cuss eas ih ccdow bONs cal Ns v0 es vcce ss cdensl ROR 

Mara‘THI. i 

10 | The Meee. én sscctes sinedenc eves 0s Tanna...........06., Weekly... 410 

11 fp RI I ess cn ecetier esse sesc0ss's) SUMED scncesenil EM ad 175 

12 » Belgaum Samfchfr ..................| Belgaum............| Do. 

13 » Wartamén Dipiké ..................,| Bombay .........0.| Do. a 200 

14 » Nyaya Sindhu NAGS TS ete Ahmednagar ......|_ Do. ee 185 

15 | , Shubha Suchak..........sccccccocccees ee, as csi 85 


«16 se I so, cincuiiaceneessddesecnceses! MMI cc ccceeseh:.i AM se 50 - 


*]7 eee ON err ee shdcdédcsvcecnel MEMUAINME. 5 acvcsccact 2am qe 150 

18 | ,, Khandesh Waibhaw ...............] Dhulia ............| Do. cosh 2 BM 

19 so PORT. TIAMAD: . cocicncesncccsccececs cee] MUMDAD  seccocnceovel: D0, int 
ee 8 ae enerrerrers oS rr eee oe} poi 100 

SZ] 2 \y MMAMMIAINND, 5 ..63 sride'nsaoneéo0ssccensccch MRMMOGMER sexeedconccdl .: OOM we 125 

22 » Dnyfn Bodhak ..°........sccceseeeeeee] DRALWAP sovesseceeeel DO, ga. 175 
Be CoP |, Satym Ghodhak ... cocccecssecossorved MOORE 5.5.00) DG bell, GOD 
: 24 = ee SE eee: rahe aS ik a3 O40 
25 | ,, Subodha Patriké ................000¢, Bombay ............| Do. --| 1,600 

D1...  Dikereree Write oon... cccsecsesoc] SMOEWEMarsccmeatl IM uk 


27 | ,, Nagar Samachér ....................| Ahmednagar ......) Do. ans 200 . 


GON. GRTWOAE bee occisccscccccsdcesscescesseat ROOMM@is cs huarsigcudis wane | 200 
Bo |, Kashte Wilheial.............ccscscccool B00! csgsbereepiteed aM) cue a 
80 | ,, Swadesh Mitra ..........:ccsseeese Bombay .....csecees] Daily... 600 
$1 | ,, Sanmfrga Darshak ......000....000.| Mudholj...ceesss: ra ae 
32 | ,, Dnydn Sdgar.....cccssesseeresseee} KolhSpur se'| Do, ve 125 
inepl7—ll [c. 58] | sau 
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| zy ee me Number 
No. Names of Newspapers. — Fuee of publication. Edition. wh copiea 
Mara’THI—consinued, ° : 

38 | The Pandhari Writt ........................] Pandharpur ...... Weekly 150 
94 | ,, Kartnétak Wértilka .............. ee Belgaum.........21.| Do. 150 

35 | ay Mélwan Samfchfr.............. Rashi | Mélwan ............ Do. 210 
BE WR ig so chakiacaintsasoz jeeps Dhulia ......0...| Do. 100 

37 5 A PNT, < . 5. acseveecidecesiece BU utihsilansectcas Do. me 

EEL <<. jpscspsicctpiepebeoiceiss Mitiieniiuisd Oe s. O 

39 I EMO, sus Gos'cs ccd dunbudeess ..| Bombay ............| Fortnightly ..| 1,500 

40 » A’ryawarta Panchdnana ............ BA. sa veccbebouvent Bi-Weekly... 457 

ANGLO-GUZARA'TI. 
41 | The Surya Prak&sh ;.........s.ccccseveeee' Bare cicccccecsce sce Weekly 137 
42 |, Hitéthohbu: isc:...scccsessstesesess Ahmedabad ...... Do. 450 
GuzaRa'TI. 

43 | The Guzerat Mitra ci:ci....c.e...ceses020. Surat o........c.:...| Weekly 400 
.44 |. ,, Bombay Samachér......... seegeenyaves Bombay ............ Daily 700 
45 | -,, Tétme Jamsed: :*:::.....5....0.00s0000: BOOS eccacoudddes Do. 029 
46 | ,, -Akhbére Sowddgar ............ 2 Oe el Do. 615 
47 » Rast Goftér seibidece cttonncaei ae ae DO NG RS Weekly. 1,650 

48 | -,, Phsdt Punch: ciicccccccocsssscsootscsesct: DOs cccseceenze. Do. 225 

49 | ,, Yajdén Parast .......... Shek io SB a Do. 500 

50 MEE MEE cial isccevaveeconss eh, Do. scves Do. 250 

Bh bs 5. < BR BRNO 35s. socks cacececes rb opee Burat oeccccceccesess Do. 900 

52 | ., Sind Samfohér .........ceccsece. Kurrachee ......... a 60 

53 »y Satisher BabAdur .,,.,,......000c0000. Ahmedabad ...... Do. 200 

54 » Ahmedabad Samachar .......,,...... BS eek tiess Do. 60 

55 | ,, Kaira Wartamén ......,......:00000- Kaire seccccsceceseee Do: 153 

06 |-,, Kattywar Sam&chfr ...........:... Rajkot --c....c6566.] Dor we 49 
my/ ‘i Broath Wartam4n’ ARES CEM Do. 50 
68 | ,, Niti Prakésh........ eee iaiotccd MAME Costco tees Do. 115 
59 |-- oy GW MAIO. Soe eceeececkses SEES | I Do. aid 4.00 

GO), Dihebeden 35.0 00o60200.0 les Do, oeerccsciees Do: 1,000 
OE Oo ~  e Mautbet 3. 22cis 2c cist De erte see Tri-Weekly...| 900 
OZ |, BROMIVG .o....ccs.cccceccsesseececceef SUPBD scecces..coeeef WOOKIY 100 

68 |:,. Path Dénd.....;:......... CE rae. Bombay.......... ft Do. 700 
G4 |, Nyfva Prakdah:.::5.052.5;.....,00000:] Spmatievececcsscces. Do. 600 

65 » Swadesh Mangal ........ pbretves sabe PM ehikssc ci ced Do, 100 

Hrnpusta’ Xt, | | 

-66 | The Kushful Akhbar ...............0c.6c.) Bombay ...,...85.... Do, (175 
67 ae Akhtar-e-Hind....,.....,,......00.604) MS i eb ete ex i 300 

| Persian. | | | 

68 | The Mofurrahul Kolub ...... ,...s-s0/+/ Kurvachee ........ BOs: a4 1 800 


bs Notes.—The various notices have been collectéd under different heads, which are printed in italics. 


The names of Newspapers are printed in italics, and the number of the Newspaper in the list at the 


beginning of the report is printed in brackets after the name. 


— The a, hg of 


issued. 


>. 


ese cases, an estimate has been mage by the Reporter. 


the Newspapers marked * have not given information ds to the number of copies 


The Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakésh (1) of the.12th November, in an article, headed “The 
pi ae paneer sa — observes that arg se yp gpense 5 the 
mip tag present day seem to regret that their great fore- 
sls Ms. Aahbazaie, wore fathers, ace established aoe extended the British em- 
: | pire in India, did so by conciliatory means and not 
by force of arms. For the old rights and privileges which those great Anglo- 
Indian statesmen found the Natives to possess, and which they thought it wise 
to recognize and confirm, are regarded by the present generation of the English 
administrators as very inconvenient; and efforts are made either to destroy 
them or to explain them away. After these preliminary remarks, the writer 
refers to the petitions made by some land-owners in Salsette, remonstrating 
against some of the provisions in the Abkéri Bill, now lying before the Bombay 
Legislative Council, which, they contend, unjustly subverts their old and recog- 
nized valuable rights ; and to the views of the Advocate-General and other Gov- 
ernment members on this great question, and observes that, though this 
attempt to destroy the old and recognized rights was remonstrated against by 
some independent members, no attention was paid to their remonstrance by 
their official colleagues. The Indu Prakash, like other -Native papers, depre- 
cates this course, and prays Government to give it up. 


The same, referring to the unfavourable, but courteous, reply of His Excel- 
The refusal to granta Mu. lency the Governor to a deputation from the people of 
nicipal franchise to the inha- Poona, asking the Municipal franchise for their city, 
bitants of Poona is animad- observes that it was sorry to hear such a reply from 
oy such an experienced and popularity-seeking states- 
man as His Excellency. For our British rulers often solemnly declare their 
wish to admit the Natives to an increasing share in the public administration 
of the country, and yet show unwillingness to grant such a small and insigmfi- 
cant concession as a municipal franchise, even to those who are acknowledgedly 
intelligent and capable to exercise such a right properly. Such conduct is 
surely not very becoming in the authorities. The writer advises the people of 
Poona not to be disheartened by this second refusal, but to persevere in demand- 
ing the boon until they obtain it. | 


The same, in a short para., censures and ridicules the police of Bombay for 
} the unreasonable and. excessive rigor with which it 
Censures the Bombay Police has carried out the orders, in themselves very reason- 


for the unreasonable manner om o,0 . 
gE weer mga se sony Sopra ae able, prohibiting fire-works in the public streets, and 


for prohibiting fire-works in for the great annoyance caused to numerous people, 
Ca for letting off fire-works in the compounds of their 

own houses. (Some other papers of Bombay also 
notice this proceeding of the police in the same manner.) | 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 11th November, in a long editorial, headed 

“ Are Natives fit only for Subordinate Posts?” reite- 

in Strong animadversions on rates the very old and often-repeated complaint re- 
re gees Ad he santo hoi garding the exclusion of Natives from high and lucra- 
nndles  sallavaharee pes” tive posts under the British Government. Our impartial 
Government, says the Opinion, has been giving us for 

years together promises and assurances, both oral and written, for our admis- 


sion to the higher posts under it. Even the British parliament has declared us 


_ eligible and fit for all high posts of trust and pie ter and has even pass- 


ed a law for the admission of the Natives to such posts even without passing 
any examination. But, unfortunately, nothing tangible has, as yet, resulted 
from all these promises, assurances, and acts. Nay, more obstacles have been 
thrown in the way of the Natives obtaining those high posts. The qualifying 
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age of the candidates for the Civil Service examinations has been reduced, and 
other changes unfavorable to the Native candidates have been effected in the 
rules of those examinations. Here the writer contrasts the great promptitude 
shown by the authorities in listening to and redressing the grievances of 
English complainants, with the great delay made in listening to and redressing — 
the admitted grievances of the Natives, and refers, in support of the contrast, 

to the petition of the Civilians of the North-West Provinces, in the matter of 
promotion, and to the prompt compliance with their prayer, and to a similar 
favour conferred on the Bombay Civilians. This contrast shows that-our paren- 


_ tal British Government is very liberal in making fine promises to the Natives, 


but makes an invidious distinction between its European and Native subjects 
in the matter of actual performances. The Natives cannot be satisfied with 
mere empty promises. If Government does not mean to fulfil them, let it refrain 
from giving any promises. We look on the pledges given by Government as 
irrevocable sanads ; and if we begin to lose our confidence in Government when 
we see it is not careful in acting according to its pledges, who is to be blamed ? 
Tosay that the Government means to fulfil its promises isa useless plea. A mere 
intention to fulfil one’s promise is not of much use. Actual acts must prove the 
sincerity of the promiser. While the grievances of the Europeans are so readily 


and promptly redressed, why is there so much delay in redressing those of the 


Natives? No one will think Government has redeemed those solemn pledges, 
by bestowing on a Native one of the numerous ep posts, after having i 
its ‘salary, or by répeating once more those pledges. If Government thinks 
that it can satisfy and please the Natives by these tantalizing promises, it only 
deceives itself. Our kind and truthful Government must fulfil the numerous 
promises it has been giving to the Natives from time to time, and thereby 
regain their confidence. ‘The sooner Government gives its serious attention to 
this matter, the better it is for it. Our wise Government needs not be told 
how important it is to possess the confidence of the people. If Government 
has no wish to admit the Natives to high posts, it can get plenty of excuses for 
their exclusion. The excuse which is now in fashion is, that the Natives are 
fit only for subordinate posts. They have no experience, and, therefore, cannot 
be safely trusted with high and responsible powers. This excuse can be advanced 
fifty zoors hence as it is advanced now, with the same force. But, in truth, it is 
equally applicable to Europeans. Wrong use of power is repeatedly made by the 
European officers, not only by those who are raw, but even by those who have 
been in the service for a number of years, and who ought to haveexperience enough 
to avoid committing the blunders. The Natives are also often declared to be 
wanting in some of the essential moral qualities, and, consequently, to be unfit to 
be entrusted with high and responsible posts. The writer in the Native Opinion 
repudiates this plea, and attributes it to be ignorance of the Europeans. If 
Natives have been found equal to perform the onerous duties of district judges, 
directors, judges of the High Courts, and Diwéns or ministers of big States, they 
cannot be reasonably declared to be deficient in ordinary moral qualifications. 


The Arunodaya (10) of the 11th November opens with a leader, headed 

‘¢ The New Stamp Bill,” in which the writer makes a 

gin seo the eee severe attack on the Stamp Bill of the Honorable Mr. 
Ms Gickac Stokes, now mg before the Legislative Council of 
India. Inthis Bill the Arunodaya sees a fresh | pees of 

the insatiable greed of the British Government, It also repeats its old asser- 
tion that the Stamp revenue of Government, even according to the existing 
Stamp Act, is more than enough to cover the expenditure of the Judicial Depart- 
ment, and, therefore, it is very unjust in Government to increase this tax on 
justice and make it a source of revenue. The writer enumerates several items 
in which the rates of fees have been increased in the new Bill, and repeats the 
often reiterated observation that this increase will prove.very oppressive to the 
ryots, who are day by day sinking deeper and deeper into helpless poverty. 
According to the existing law, receipts for sums less 20 rupees need not be 
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stamped ; but the proposed law reduces the exempted amount to ten rupees, and 
every receipt above the last named amount must be stamped ; and.if one omits to 
stamp such a réceipt, one not only renders the document invalid in a court of 
law, but makes one’s self liable to be punished criminally for breaking the law. 
This is really very tyrannical, observes the Arwnodaya. — Jagan Mitra (11) 
of the 12th and the Swadesh Mangal (65) of the 13th November make some 
adverse remarks on this Bill, very similar to those which have already occurred 
in other papers, and which have been more fully noticed in the previous weekly 
reports. ) 


The Kalpaiaru (17) of the 11th November has a long article, headed 
‘edie oh itey Muiies Osos , The Liberty of the Native Press,” in which of repu- 
iates the charge of disloyalty, brought against the 1n- 
oo of disloyalty. stitution in some quarters, and defends it in the same 
way as it has been defended by other vernacular papers, whose remarks have 
been more fully noticed in the previous weekly reports. 


The same, in another article, headed ‘“ The Zeal of Government in promot- 

: ing Popular Education,” very highly praises the British 

; a covenant kad Indian Government for the zeal and interest it evin- 

gta Tea thie po ces in spreading the blessing of education among the 

ple of this country, and finds in the increasingly 

higher tests Government is exacting from the candidates at the different public 
examinations an evidence of that zeal and interest. 


A correspondent of the same, after praising Government for its philan- 

a _ thropy, evinced in the great efforts it made in sav- 
meee -” > get ing the ryots from the recent famine, observes that the 
between Kurduchi Wadi and earth with which the road lying between Kurduchi 
Pandharpur. Wadi and Pandharpur was filled in its recent repair, 
appears to contain the seeds of the sardté plant, and 

that the road is now very thickly covered with the spreading bushes of those 
plants. These plants bear small berries covered with short, thick and strong 
thorns, and, therefore, the road has become exceedingly annoying to passengers. 


The authorities concerned are requested to remove this nuisance as soon as pos- 
sible. 


The Swadesh Mitra (80) of the 13th November, in an article, referring to 
the Abkari Bill now lying before the Bombay Legisla- 
Animadversionson Govern- tive Council, observes that formerly our legislators 
Rene my. connection with the were thoughtful, far sighted and zealous to promote 
Me Aidan the public welfare, and the legislative councils were 
regarded with a feeling of veneration. Now all is 
changed. Now our law-makers are men ofa very ordinary stamp. They are 
one-sided. ‘They are falling off in the public estimation, and losing the confi- 
dence of the people. Injustice and high-handedness are believed to have com- 
menced their reign. Our governors should give their serious attention to these 
murmurs of the people. The Mitra hears that the petitions made by the people 
to the Legislative Council generally receive no consideration from that ee 
but are consigned to the waste-paper basket ; and that the Council does not care 
in the least for the comments the public makes on its doings. If the report is 
true, is it not very improper ? asks the Swadesh Mitra. The just and thought- 
ful British administration was making the people of this country forget the old 
Mogal and Maréth4 misrule ; but the doings of the present authorities have com- 
menéed to revive the memories of the oppressions of those bad Governments. 
Is it not. astonishing that the rights which were given by the late Honourable 
East India Company before the time of the great Proclamation of 1858, are 
being now held as useless? Then referring to the discussion, which has latel 
taken place in the Legislative Council, in connection with the petitions whi 
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have been presented to the Bombay Legislative Council by some land-owners 
in Salsette against certain provisions of the new Abkéri Bill, the writer observes 
that the proper course to get rid of these private rights, if Government thinks 
them inconvenient, is to buy them out by granting a due compensation to their 
holders ; but the authorities are not willing to adopt that reasonable and just 
course. ‘They simply ‘wish to deprive them by force. Does not this proceed- 
ing surpass the doings of some of the Native States ? 


The Aryawarta Panchénana (40) of the 10th November, but received on 
the 12th, regards the appointment of Mr. Pedder as 
Believes the appointment (Collector of Koldba to be an official degradation, and 
of Mr. Pedder as Collector of ‘ ; ‘ , ee ie 6 
Koliba to be official degrada- 2ttributes it to a public expression of his views, while in 
tion, and attributes it to the England, on certain public questions. These views, 
alleged displeasure of Govern- the Panchénana thinks, animadvert on the policy of 
po on that good and able Government, and, therefore, Government was dis- 
ee leased with him and expressed its displeasure by 
sending him to Kol4ba. ‘The writer considers Mr. ‘Pedder an able, conscien- 
tious and popular officer, and thinks Government ought not to be displeased 
with him for an honest expression of his views, though they may be sausletable 
to Government. | 


The Hitechchhu (42) of Ahmedabad of the 15th November, but received on 


the 17th, in a leader, headed ‘‘ The Tyranny of the 


Censures the Police and the : : " 
Health Officer of the City of Police, and the Ignorance of the Health Officer, 


:, censures the police and the Health Officer of Ahmeda- 
oe pea Roles. gud bad in the matter of the death of one Ganpatrdm, a 
ing into the city, who died Wisnagar4 Brahman, on Monday last. The deceased 
eden deme “sarge was the Talati of Jhanu, a village near. Kubadthal, 
a and was aged about 60 years. While he was in his 
village he-was attacked by fever and was thereupon, 
or the second day of his getting fever, put into a cart and sent to his house 
in Ahmedabad. He was accompanied by a village guard. The cart arrived 
at the SAérangpur gate of Ahmedabad at about eight in the evening. On the 
policeman on guard at this gate inquiring of the village guard what the sick man 
in the cart suffered from, the latter said that he was suffering from fever, and had 
had two motions and had once vomited since he left the village. The policeman 
thereupon thought that the sick man was attacked with cholera, and ordered the 
village guard to keep him outside the city. The latter tried to enter the city 
by another gate; but there also he met with ‘similar opposition. He then 
went alone and informed the relations of the sick man’s arrival and of his being 
detained outside the city ; the relations went from one police officer to another 
to obtain permission for the sick man to be taken to his house, as he was not 
suffering from cholera, but only from fever. The City Police Inspector alone was 
not accessible as he had gone to sleep and he would not beawakened by his people. 
Attempting in vain for four hours to get the necessary permission, the relations 
of the sick man took him at about twelve to a building outside the city. Here 
a Native doctor administered to him an opening medicine ; but he died the next 
morning before other medical aid could be obtained. If the above statements 
be true, observes the Hitechchhu, it is obvious that the deceased died on account . 
of his exposure for four hours and of his not getting medical aid soon. 
This happened on account of the négligence of the police in regard to him. If 
it thought that he was suffering from cholera, it “ to have sent him imme- 
diately to Kagdapith (hospital ?). The superior police sev of the city is 
censured for leaving it to the decision of the police peons whether a sick per- 
son coming into the city should be admitted or not. The Hitechchhu requests the 
Superintendent of Police and the Collector of Ahmedabad to inquireinto the above 
case and ascertain the truth, and to take measures to. prevent a recurrence of 
similar mishaps. The Health Officer of the city is censured for not informing 
the police what arrangements were made for patients attacked with cholera, 
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when he suggested to the police that persons attacked with that epidemic 
should not be admitted into the city. Had he done so, the deceased might have 
been saved from death. The municipality of Ahmedabad is requested to ap- 
point a doctor to go to the railway station at the arrival of the trains and to visit 
the different gates of the city, to examine and decide whether sick persons 
coming into the city are attacked with cholera or not. 


The Jame Jamsed (45) of the 14th November states that at the banquet 


Wikes j Sree given to the Bombay Vounteers last week, Sir Ri- 
Retry wortingelor Pa by chard Temple made a speech, containing observations 
Sir Richard Temple at the for the encouragement of the Volunteers and showing 


banquet, given tothe Bombay . how mucli need there was of their corps.. His Excel- 
Volunteers last week, con- 


Leanis : » 66 
‘Gaui Ga lovely ‘el te lency observed : “ You, gentlemen, are well aware that, 


tive subjeets of Bombay, 20twithstanding our strong confidence in the . loyalty 
seca 7 oc. ae Native subjects of this place, we, Englishnien, 
talking with eaeh other, must admit that on an occasion of danger, there eannot 


be more need of Volunteers in other places than there will be in Bombay.” The 
Jdme Jamsed observes that it cannot understand the meaning of this remark of 
His Excellency. Does Sir Richard mean’ that the Europeans ought not to 
place the strong reliance whieh they have done in the loyalty of the Native 
subjects of Bombay, and that at a time of danger they will be disloyal, and 
hence that Bombay has as great a need as other places of Volunteers ? The 
Jéme Jamsed eannot believe that Sir Riehard is ignorant of, or has any 
doubt whatever about the loyalty of the Native inhabitants of Bombay. The 
Jame Jamsed gives a number of well-known instances of the loyalty of the peo- 
ple of Bombay towards the British Government, and observes that the Jdme 
Jamsed cannot understand why, in spite of these obvious facts, Sir Richard has 


spoken words which can create a suspicion about the loyalty of the Natives; and 
an explanation about this ought to appear. 


The same, in another place, observes with regard to the opinion of the 


members of the Bombay. Chamber of Commerce, on 
Wishes that the opinion of the draft bill for the amalgamation and improvement 
experienced Native merchants of the Customs laws of India, that it is to be regretted 
of Bombay on the new Bill , ‘ 
forthe Indian Customs’ duties tat the Honorable Mr. Hope has not ascertained the 
could be ascertained. opinions held by the Native merchants of Bombay. 
Some sections of this Bill may not appear objection- 
able to European merehants ; but they may prove so to the Native merchants ; 
and, henee, the mistake of not aseertaining the opinion of the latter upon this Bill 
must not be committed. It is true that there 1s not a constituted body of Native 
merchants like the European Chamber of Commerce, the opinion of, which the 
Honorable Mr. Hope can ascertain. Yet, there are highly experienced Native 
merchants who trade as largely as any European merchants, and their opinion 
on the important subject of the Bill ought to be ascertained. 


The Rast Goftér (47) of the 11th November, in a short leader, headed 


‘¢ The Poor Man’s Champagne,” expresses its great dis- 
Disapproval of the provi- approval of the provision in the new Abkéri Bill of the 


sion in the new Abkari Bill of | ee . . . 
iS Weaker Laskin bon Bombay genie: Council for increasing the tax on 


elie toddy. e Rast Goftdr observes that toddy is the 
dadeatchare ages champagne. The toddy of x like 
Nowsari is superior even to champagne ; and before the sun acts upon it, this 
drink, which is called nirdé, is as good as mother’s milk. Compared to brand 
and other European spirits, which are sold in the mofussil as such, but mre f 
are poisonous, toddy is an elixir of the poor. An increase in the tax on such 
an innocent drink will lead to an increase in the consumption of the poisonous 
European spirits. It is not right to class this good and innocent beverage with 
poisonous spirits, and increase the tax on it ; for the same will be tantamount to | 
depriving the poor of their innocent pleasure. After stating that at the first 


8 
reading of the Abkéri Bill the above-mentioned 


- 


MU wobbre was passed by the 
Council, and that the strong Minute made by the Honorable Mr. Sordbji Shé- 
| purji ey in the Select Committee on the Bill against that provision has had 

no effect, the Rast Goftér asks the Shetids and the public associations of Bombay 
to make opposition to the chiar in the interests of the poor people. (The 
Bombay Samdchdr (44) and the Jdme Jamsed (45) of the 14th November make 
similar remarks on this subject.) 


The same, in another leader, headed “ Kattywar’s Appeal to Sir Richard 
Sicietstaly Cacaitiees Wi Temple,” prays His Excellency to adopt measures to 
doverste to proves the Na. prevent the Native chiefs and princes of that province 
tive chiefs and the people of from squandering money in giving pompous recep- 
Kattywar from making large tions to His Excellency in his coming tour through 
expenses to give him recep- that province. Kattywar will give a respectful wel- 
‘owaath iis meovines ‘our ‘come to a distinguished administrator like Sir Richard. 
| ‘But Kattywar is one of the poor provinces of India. 
In the hands of the different Native States into which it is divided, it isin a 
depressed, poverty-stricken condition. Some of these States are eres, 
from poverty, and others are on the brink of insolvency. It has just escape 
famine, but has suffered somewhat from great dearness, and is still suffering 
from an absence of remunerative employment. At such a time it is indispens- 
able that it should be protected from its Native chiefs and princes squandering 
money in useless expenditure. For some time past Kattywar has had to make 
almost every year large expenses in giviug receptions to British administrators 
or in paying visits to them or the royal princes; and the subjects of the Native 
States have had to bear this heavy burden. It must, therefore, enjoy a respite 
for a few years. If, therefore, Sir Richard makes his tour through this‘ pro- 
vince without putting the people of it to any expenditure on his account, his 
arrival among aaa will be considered a great blessing. 


The Yajdan Parast (49) of the 11th November, in expressing thanks to the 
Riwveiees eraliteds for the Almighty for sending rain and preventing thereby a 
exertions made by the second year’s, famine, observes that Government did 
British Indian Government its utmost to mitigate the miseries and the evils of the 
“s neeine me ne ofthe calamity, and showed parental care for its subjects, 
aa Madras who are proud of being under such a rule and call 


their rulers their Mabdps (parents), and heartily wish 
for the permanence of the British rule over them. 


The same, like some of its local contemporaries whose remarks were noticed 


: in the last weekly report, alleges that at the presen- 

creas.” wis = 4 sence tation of a silver medal to Sir Mangaldds Nathubhi, 

Notheabhsi na His Sineclianee sent by His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, His 

the Governor of Bombay. © Excellency the Governor over-praised Sir Mangaldas, 
_ and expresses its disapproval of this over-praise. 


The Samsher Bahddur (53) of the 9th November, but received on the 13th, 


after highly praising His Excellency the Governor of 


Makes a few suggestions Bombay for not confining himself to Bombay, Poona 


as to what His Excellency . . 
Sir Richard ‘Temple should and Mahableshwar, like his predecessors, and for 


do in his present tour through Visiting the different provinces of the presidency for 
Kattywar. the purpose of seeing himself their condition, alludes 
to His Excellency’s present tour through Kattywar. 

The Samsher prays Sir Richard to make himself accessible to all classes of the 
people, and to hear the petitions of complainants orally himself. In order that 
rsons having to make any petitions to His Excellency should come to His 
xcellency, -the Samsher wishes that a proclamation by beat of tom-tom to be 
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made, notifying that petitions would be heard either publicly or privately by 
His Excellency wherever His Excellency appears in his tour. His Excellency 
is also requested not to receive valuable presents from the chiefs and princes of 
Kattywar, as they ultimately realize the expenses of them from their subjects, 
without mercy. The Samsher also desires that Sir Richard would freely mix 
in public and private societies and learn the true condition of the people. 


The same, in another place, repeats the old complaint that the discipline 
in the British Indian jails is not as deterrent as it 


Mes geomny ee — should be. Government has allowed itself to be led 
Pritt tote 3 sila in not LY the desire of profiting from convict labor, and 


Sea chaink. makes the convicts carry on some useful industry, the 

| products of which are sold, the realizations being ap- 
propriated oY Government. But such sort of labor is not sufficiently hard and 
deterring. . The consequence of such management has been that there is an 
increase in the number of crimes, as the convicts are not afraid of suffering real 
misery in jails in which a large portion of the criminals find more comforts than 
they enjoy at home. The Indian Penal Code lays down severe punishments 


for offences ; but the object of those punishments is not carried out by the disci- 
pline of the jail. / 


The Nydya Prakash (64) of the 12th November, in considering the question, 
how the frequently-recurring Indian famines should be 
an provided for, which is being discussed in’ this country 
psc eng Noregarcomg, Rass and in England, observes that there is no other may 
ascii ao Indian fOr warding off this great natural evil from whic 
famines. India frequently suffers, than the one suggested by 
the London Times, viz:, that a tax should be levied 
‘cag for the purpose of constituting a fund. But one thing must be done 
before the tax is imposed. India is already bent under the heavy land-tax, 
customs duties, municipal and local fund impositions, &c., and she ought to be 
relieved to some extent from these to enable her to bear the proposed famine 
tax. The Nydya Prakdsh tries to refute the assertion made by the Guzerat 
Mitra (43) of a recent date, that India supports its own poor, and that, there- 
_ fore, there is’ no need of a poor law being enacted for her. The former seems 
to advocate a famine-tax and not a permanent poor-law for this country. 


Approves of a famine-tax 


Municipalities. - 

The A’ryawata Panchdnana (40) of the 14th November suggests that the 
supervision of the vaccination work of the city of 
Suggests to give the super- Bombay, which is given to the Sanitary Commissioner 
a, : Oity i Bake of the Aden Presidency, should be made over to 
tothe Health Officer of ii, the Health Officer of the Bombay Municipality, and 

Municipality. asserts that the arrangement would prove not onl 
more econcmical but also more efficient ; but the writer 
18 afraid that there is, perhaps, no member in the municipal corporation of Bom- 
bay possessing sufficient public spirit, courage and ability to bring forward the 


above suggestion, to convince his colleagues of its reasonableness and propriety 
and thus carry it out. : 


The Surya Prakdsh (41) of the 10th November, but received on the 11th 

? differs from the Guzerat Mitra (43) of the last week in 

bag ny Consider Mr. Gu- holding Mr. Gulabd4s Bhdidds, a Wakil of the Surat 

‘ ne er ceed ment District Court, fit for being elected a Municipal Com- 

the town of Surat, missioner of that town. The Surya Prakdsh mentions 

a few cases in which Mr. Guldébdds did not act proper- 

dy; and for this conduct of his, questions his fitness to be on the Municipal 
Ommission, aha 
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‘The Jdme Jamsed (45) of the 10th November, but received on the 12th, in 

| referring to the permission granted, by Government, 
_Disapproves of the exteh- on the recommendation of the Municipal Commissioner 
Chir se hey a Bessbes, and of Bombay to the extension of the tramway line from 


Commissioner did not do well gaum by the Girgaum road, observes that Govern- 
in recommending the exten. ment has not done well in giving the permission. The 
eTown Council, =———=s Lown Council.refused to give sanction to the extension, 
| as it believed that the tramway would be the cause of 
endangering the lives of the passengers and school-boys going over this road. 
This reason for refusing the sanction was quite sound; and it was believed that 
the Municipal Commissioner would not recommend, and even if he recom- 
mended, Government would not sanction, the extension. Had a statement of 
accidents from the tram cars which have occurred in the Shaik Rahman and 
other lanes during the short time the cars have been running in them, been 
called for and considered before giving sanction to the extension, it would have 
been plain that no such sanction ought to be given. In its meeting of the day 
before last the Town Council inquired with surprise, why, if the Municipal Com- 
missioner wanted to recommend the extension of the line, he asked for its 
opinion on the subject. The Commissioner has by this act of his placed the 
Council in a pitiable condition in the sight of the public. This will lead the 
public to believe that the Town Council is a nominal body and the Commis- 
sioner will do whatever he likes in spite of it. It is true, that the Municipal 
Commissioner holds power to sanction or refuse the extension of the tramway. 
But if he wanted to sanction it, he ought not to have asked the Town Council to 
give its opinion. ae : 

The same of the 12th November, in writing upon the same subject, gives 

) _. one reason more than those given in the Town Coun- 

Gives one reason more for il for not laying down the tramway from the Mone 
not laying down a tramway S§chool to the Portuguese Church. It says that the 
from the Money School to the Road tod f Hind Mah q ier 
Portuguese Church in Gir- ead bodies of Hindus, Mahomedans an rsis are 
gaum, and makesa sugges- takenjover this road, and describes, at some length, 
tion on the subject. how the tramway on this narrow road would cause 
inconvenience to the funerals which now pass with 
sufficient ease and with due regard to the custom of the Hindus and the Parsis 
not to allow persons of other castes to touch the corpses. The Jéme Jamsed also 
speaks of the custom of the Pdrsis on that road to place benches in front of 
their houses on the occasion of deaths in their families, for accommodating per- 
sons who come to condole on those occasions, and observes that the tramway 
would produce inconvenience to such meetings also. In conclusion, the Jéme 
Jamsed advises all classes of Bombay to submit a protest to Government against 
its sanction for the extension of the line, and to pray it to withdraw the sanc- 


tion. It hopes that if itis thought necessary to take the tramway to the Portu- 


om some point of the tramway on the Kalk4dewi road. 


The Akhbari Sowddgar (46) of the 13th November condemns the new- 

_ fashioned hack buggies recently introduced into Bom- 

FP ~ fa tine ate bay, as both ney and inconvenient. The changes 
Pea a gl Be ng y™ made in the ol fashioned buggies, observes the 
Sowddgar, are not only no improvement, but actual 


The only change made in the old buggy is, that the driver’s seat is kept aloof 


all. No means have been adopted in the new buggy to protect passengers from 
fting rain, or to enable them to get into or out of the carriage with more 
ease. The driver’s seat is not only ugly but inconvenient, and puts him to the 
risk of being thrown from it when he drives the carriage fast. Thus the new- 
fashioned hack buggy is not what it should be. 
oN P17—I11 , re 


considers that the Municipal the Money School to the Portuguese Church in Gir-. 


some Church in Girgaum, Government will be pleased to: order an extension - 


defects ; and hence Bombay has not yet got such hack buggies as it desired. 


from that of the passengers. Besides this change there is no improvement at 


11 7 ; 


The Rédst Goftar (47) and the Yajddén Parast (49) of the 11th November 


| _ express great satisfaction with the sanction given by 
Approve of the extension Government for the extension of the tramway from 
of the tramway on the Gir- : 
ganm road in Seating. the Money School to the Portuguese Church in Gir- 

i ouK gaum, in Bombay. They consider that this line will 
be of great use to residents on that road, and will not produce such inconvenien- 
ces as the persons who oppose the extension believe. 


The Swadesh Mangal (65) of the 13th November advises the Municipality | 


ae On ee of Broach to cancel the resolution it has passed in its 
of Broach not to ineur¢ dele 228t general meeting, to raise a loan of two lacs of 
but to practise economy in Yrupees for the purpose of repairing and paving all the 
its expenses, and spend the roads and the fort of Broach. The Mangal points out 
savings on the proposed the impropriety of incurring such a large debt, asa 
nest large amount would be required every year to pay 
annual interest, and asks the Corporation to .set apart from its income 
thousand rupees annually, and spend them on the proposed works. 


Native States. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Sdgar (32) of the 12th November states that 
the great public road which goes through the Shuk- 
rawér town-gate into the city of Kolhdpur is not as 
good and safe as it should be, and requires to be im- 
proved. The entrance through the gate has some ugly turnings, and is, there- 
- fore, unsafe for vehicles. The writer proposes that the buruj, or bastion, in 
front of the inner gate should be removed, and the road straightened. The 


A suggestion to the Muni- 
cipality of Kolhapur. 


olice-station now located near the inner gate and the bastion should be placed — 


_in the open place which will be made by the removal of the bastion. The 
writer recommends these suggestions for the favorable consideration of the Kol- 
hépur Municipality. 
A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (42) of Ahmedabad of the 15th Novem- 
“ ber, writing from P&dtan, in the Gaekwédar’s territory, 
a ~uolh agg ee om under date Se 30th October, states that on that te 
beries and other crimesinthe highwaymen plundered five parties of travellers near 
: — Mahal of the Gaek- Khoja Khadarpir, about two miles south of the town 
ee of Pétan. One of the parties of travellers consist ed 
of the wife of a Jamddér accompanied by two Gaekw4ri sowdrs. The high- 
waymen plundered them also. They took away from the sowéars their arms, 
which were swords, muskets and shields. The highwaymen collected a large 
booty by that day’s plunder. The Wahiwdtdér and the Foujdér of Patan went 
after the highwaymen, but did not succeed in finding them out. The writer 
asserts that heinous erimes in the Pdétan Mdhd} have increased since the ap- 
pointment of the new police under the present administration. He suggests 
that the work of putting down the highwaymen, who have become very daring, 
should be entrusted to the sowdrs or horsemen of Fatehkhén, Jamddar of the 
Pétan. The people of Pdtan feel confident of these horsemen doing the work 
satisfactorily, if they are given one thousand rupees from the fund sanctioned 
for the police arrangement of the Mdhél. In consequence of the insecure con- 
dition of this Méhél merchandize of the value of at least four laes of rupees, 
which has been collected at Pdtan, is not exported by the merchants, because of 
the great fear which prevails of its being cde. 


The Guzerat Mitra(48) of the 11th November contains a. communication, 
ae headed “ The Difference in the Justice dispensed to 
Be Namery distinction is Négars and that dispensed to Persons of other Castes 
wwe In the State of Gondal in the State of Gondal, No. 4.” The correspondent 


in di . . ” S | 
gars ret pang, Bh esd gute states that Mr. Prabhdshankar Motirdm, a Nagar, was 


Castes. 


a Mahdlkari of the Sursai Mahal of this State. A com- 
plaint, in proper form, was made against him that he 
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had received a bribe and committed some other offences. He was not, however, 
suspended from his office, and though an inquiry into the complaint was made, 
it was made not at Sarsai, but at Gondal, which is forty miles distant from Sar- 
gai. In consequence of this the complainant found it very hard to produce the. 
necessary proofs, for the poor villagers were afraid to go to Gongal and give 
evidence there. However, some of the charges were proved against the accus- 
ed, and it was decided that he should never be promoted to a higher post. 
Notwithstanding this, he has been recently promoted to a post the salary of 
which is double what he formerly received. There was a Makdlkari of the 
same Mahél named Mr. Gopalrd4w Maédhawrdw, a Dekani. An anonymous peti- 
tion was made by somebody against him, and upon it an inquiry was made at 


Sarsai itself. But before the inquiry was completed he was dismissed (sus- 


pended ?), and his place was given to another — Though it is nearly five 
months, Mr. Gopdlréw’s case has not been disposed of. Thus a difference is 
made in dispensing justice, because the one is a Négar and the other a Dekani. 


The Nydya Prakdsh (64) of the 12th November also disapproves of' the alleg- 
Regrets the allege aboli- 4 Closing by order of Sir Richard Meade of the School 
tion by Sir Richard Meade of Industry and Arts established at Hyderabad by the 
of the State School of Indus- Nizam’s Government. After advancing the usual 
try and Arts at Hyderabad. § arouments for encouraging by every means the spread. 
of improved arts and industries of modern times in this country, the Nydya 


Prakash observes that it is to be regretted that while the Government of India 


and some of its officers encourage the spread of modern arts and industries in 
this country, officers like Sir Richard Meade discourage their spread. ‘So 
long as there is wealth in India, it can be taken away in the shape of big sala- 
ries, pensions, batta, and other forms ; but when India itself is denuded of all her 
wealth, persons drawing large salaries, &c., must suffer. Hence it is necessary 
that Government and every officer should assist in the improvement of the land 
and the arts and industries of this country.” 


The same, in another place, like one of its local contemporaries, disapproves 
iets ob a. dale sin of the duty of one pie imposed on foot-passengers 
foot passengers ieee the crossing the newly built bridge at Ughn4, in the State 
bridge at Ughn4 in the State of Sachin. The reason advanced for the disapproval 
< Sachin, in the Surat Dis- jg also the same,namely, that the poor villagers cannot 
asa afford it. The Nydya Prakdsh states that Mr. Ollivant, 
the First Assistant Collector of Surat, who administers the small State, has pro- 
hibited the poor villagers from crossing the creek by way of the old pawdé 
(mud bund), or through the bed of the creek on which the new bridge is built, 
and requests that officer to abolish the duty on foot-passengers. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 


| Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 


Poona, 20th November 1877. 
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The Public Administration. 


The Native Opinion “) of the 18th November, in an article, rer s Sir 
oi ichard Temple’s Misconception about the Condition 
ianeee A pty Perr a ‘Sir of the People,” observes that though the aim and the 
Richard Temple to beliewe administrative policy of the British Government are 
that the ryots of this country very excellent, yet it is a’ notorious fact that there 
are In @ prosperous condition. ore not as yet thorough unanimity of interest and 
cordiality of feeling between the rulers and the ruled. The former desire 
wealth, power, stability and fame; while the latter wisb for peace, liberty, 
justice and enlightenment. No one can reasonably say that the aspirations 
of both are being equally realized or will ever be equally realized. This unhappy 
result is mainly to be attributed to the ignorance of the fornier about the true 
condition of the latter. Formerly the English rulers used to mix more closely 
with the people, and were more intimately acquainted with their real condition 
and wants than is the case with the present officers of Government; and 
the result was that the people received several important benefits at their hands. - 
' But the present generation of European officers neither mixes much with the 
people, nor pays any regard to their condition or opinions ; but they insist on 
carrying out their views. The consequence is that wrong views regarding the 
people and their condition are increasing among them ; and it isno wonder that 
these views are producing very injurious effects. But when these wrong 
notions are entertained by the chief authorities, it is needless to say that the 
evil resulting therefrom is extremely great. There is an old misconception 
that India is a very wealthy country ; and its people have been long =. 
from this erroneous belief of their rulers; and though the ryots are' reduce 
to utter poverty and its wretched effects are visible, our English rulers refuse 
‘to admit the fact and persistently cling to their old mistake. Some clear-sighted 
statesmen as (Sir John?) Shore saw this error as early as fifty years ago and 
proclaimed it to the world; and though several Europeans of the present 
generation also recognized the same truth, administrators as remarkable for their 
ability, industry and long and intimate acquaintance with the country as our 
ra Governor Sir Richard, stick to their old and mischievous error, that 
ndia is a rich country and its people are in a prosperous condition. Nothing 
can be more deplorable than to find such a misconception among such influen- 
tial men. After these preliminary remarks, the writer in the Native Opmmion 
refers to certain statements made by His Excellency in his reply to the address 
given him recently by the people of Dharwar when he visited that town. The 
address, after thanking His Excellency for his great anxiety for the welfare of 
the ryots committed to his care, and eulogising him for his rare energy, industry 
and other qualities, respectfully drew his attention to the great and growing 
poverty of the ryots, as proved by their inability to bear even one year’s failure 
of rains, without being exposed to starvation and death, and to the destruc- 
tion of the indigenous industries and manufactures from foreign competi- 
tion, and suggested means for the remedy of these evils. His Excellency, 
however, did not admit most of the views embodied in the address, and tried to 
show their erroneousness. He did not admit the general poverty of the ryots, 
and, in support of his opinion, referred to the fact that even in the most afflicted 
districts not more than ten or twelve per cent. of the whole popalation sought 
relief from the State. This shows that the remaining population, that is the great 
majority of it, was able to shift for its own support ; and it does not prove the 
poverty of the masses. But the people know, from their own experience and 
from the testimony of their own eyes, how much truth there is in the above | 
view of His Excellency. His Excellency drew his conclusion only from the 
number of the people whom Government relieved. He ought, however, to 
have taken into account the number of those who were supported by private 
charities, which were as great as those of Government; the number of those 


\ 
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q who sought relief from Government, but were refused admission on various 
| grounds ; as well as the number of those who left their homes and villages and 
| went abroad in search of food. Again, not a word is said about those thousands 

who died during.the crisis. Again, we see with our own eyes that our indige- 
nous industries have been ruined by foreign competition, and thousands of our 
artizans have been reduced to beggary; and yet we are told that it is our 
mistake to believe what our eyes see. These misconceptions of His Excellency 
are sure'to lead to very mischievous results. (The Arunodaya (10) of the same 
day also expresses similar views on the same subject). 3 


: | The Dnydn Prakash (3) of the 19th November states that, as Mr. Shaw, the 
District Judge of Belgaum, was going on leave of 
Bb , Animadverts onthe discour- three months, some respectable gentlemen of Belgaum 
: pipine oe ny . gg oe) wished to call that officer to a pénsupéri meeting, in 
: ren mr order to show their gratitude to him for his philan- 
thropic exertions in giving relief to the sufferers from : 
the recent famine, and intimated their wish to him; and at his suggestion in- : 
vited also some European and Native gentlemen of the place to honour the 
occasion. The hall of the town-library was decorated with considerable trouble 

for the occasion. ‘The European and Native gentlemen invited arrived at the 


appointed time ; but, to their great mos. ommprel and to the mortification of : 


: the hosts, Mr. Shaw sent a note to the latter that he could not come to the 
: meeting, ‘The people were, of course, obliged to disperse, making ‘adverse 
| comments on the conduct of the District Judge. The writer in the Dnydén 
| Prakash very severely blames Mr. Shaw for this act of discourtesy. If he did 
i not like to go to the meeting, he ought to have intimated his unwillingness to 


| . ) 
: dispose of the complaint according to any known law. The attention of Gov- 


the hosts, when they went to invite him. If he did not like to be publicly 
praised, he could have informed the promoters of the meeting of his wish, 
without hurting their feelings. Recently when His Excellency Sir Richard 
Temple was at Belgaum, he, in replying to the address given him by the people 
of that town, pointed out the great necessity of there being a cordial and : 
friendly feeling between the European and Native subjects of Her Gracious 
Majesty. But His Excellency’s wise advise seems to have made no impression 
whatever on the mind of Mr. Shaw. However strong the British Government | 
may be, it can never afford to disregard the good and cordial feelings of its 
Native subjects. His Excellency the Viceroy declared in the memorable 7 
darbér at Delhi that the cordial affection of its Native subjects was the real : 
strength of the British empire in India. Even Her Most Gracious Majesty the 
Empress of India was pleased to make the same declaration. It is asthe a 
matter for deep regret that some influential European officers, like Mr. Shaw, 
now and then seem to act in violation of the above wise principle, and gratui- 
tously hurt the feelings of the Native subjects; and it is earnestly hoped that 
Government will adopt some wise measures to remedy this evil effectually. 


The same, in another article, referring to the complaint of one Bhujang 

ets Bhat of Manoli against Mr. McCorkell, which has been 

eee __ _—e — noticed more than once in the previous weekly reports, 

pchpully Ghecaine of a com. observes that no due redress appears to have been 

plaint against Mr. McCorkell, obtained by the complainant in this case as yet. . Mr. 
and requests Government and Bosanquet, the District Magistrate, to whom Bhujan 

po Re eagle = - ee Bhat made several petitions, is said to have return 

tes dak ? foolish and illegal replies. The last reply the District 

Magistrate has given, is said to be to the following 

effect :—The accused Mr. McCorkell is officially informed not to enter Withobd’s 

temple at Manoli without the permission of itsowner. To inform a complainant 


that the accused has been warned not to commit the offencé again, is not to 


wa 


ernment and of the High Court is forcibly drawn to this long unredressed 
grievance. _ | 
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The same, noticing ~ i ag nee by the Gepmament * be in 

= _, Obliging Sir Sdlar Jung, the Diwdn of the Nizam, to 
of tole bor conn Sir dismiss Mr. Oliphant, his private secretary, from his 
Salar Jung to dismiss his service, observes that Mr. Oliphant enjoyed the parti- 
P ory Secretary, Mr. Oli- ¢ylur confidence of the Diwdn, and it is believed 
= that, in the great controversy which has been going 
on for some years past between the Government of India and the Nizam’s 
Government for the restoration of the Berars and on some other matters, the 
former was defeated in all its arguments, and that the brilliant victory was 
attributed to the great skill and talents of the private secretary of the Diwan. 
The Government of India, out of a mere vindictive feeling, unburied some old 
and obsolete clause of an ancient treaty, and, on its strength, insisted upon the 
Diwdn’s dismissing his European secretary. If all this be true, says the Dnydn 
Prakash, the proceeding does not redound much to the credit of our wise Gov- © 
ernment , But, if the above injurious popular surmise is wrong, the Government 


of India should lose no time in correcting it and giving the true ground of its 
proceeding in the above matter. 


The Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 14th N ——, rg received on the a 

has a long leader, headed “ The Appointment of a 

Bay ges, Mo Father Mamletdér in the Jath State, and a Suggestion to the 
in the Jath State with a per- Authorities.” The writer in the Sudhdkar very much 
wi of the requisite qualifica- doybts whether this Native State, which has been re- 
aa moved from the control of its Native Chief on account 
of his mismanagement, and which has been placed under the direct manage- 
ment of the officer appointed by the British Government, has materially been 
benefited from the change. Then alluding to the death in October last of Mr. 
Béb4ji Ramchandra Ghénekar, who was a Mamletdér in this State and who per- 
formed his duties very ably, according to the Sudhdkar, the writer requests 
Mr. Moore, who has the supervision of the Native State, to select a person of 
known abilities, integrity, true zeal for promoting the welfare of those entrusted 
to his care, and such other public virtues; and not such a one whose chief 


qualification consists in being unscrupulously subservient to his superiors, and 
whose chief object is only to please them. 


The Shiwdji (28) of the 16th November, but received on the 18th, in an 
Anocuats the Bngtsh Gov- article, headed “ Excessive Pride,” accuses the Eng- 
ernment of excessive pride lish rulers of India of excessive pride and of despising 
and disregard to the interests the Natives as utterly worthless; and observes that 
of the Native population. history shows that excessive pride generally leads to 
ruin and destruction. The writer admits that the Natives are a very weak and 
foolish race; but the English rulers are subjecting them to a treatment which 
even beasts will not bear patiently. They are enacting the most vexatious 
laws. The people have become so poor that even a single year’s failure of rains 
exposes them to starvation and death. During the last year’s famine thousands 
of the ryots died of starvation. The Government thought it proper to try the 
experiment whether human life can be maintained on the ration of one pound 
< day, and thousands of ryots fell victims to this experiment of the authorities. 
e authorities also thought it right to select this year of dire calamities to 
celebrate the proclamation of a new pompous title by grand and gorgeous cere- 
monies, and to squander about two krors of rupees on these useless tamdshds 
and festivities. During this year of great national distress and financial diffi- 
culty, it was thought wise to increase the salaries of several European officials 
and to create some new posts. All these proceedings of the authorities must 
be characterised as extremely cruel and hard-hearted. They are also engaged 
in enacting new vexatious laws and devising new taxes. They are creating a 
feeling of discontent in Cabul and in the Nizam’s territories. In short, the 
English rulers seem to be swayed by'a feeling which often brings disastrous 
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effects on those who entertain it. The writer then alludes to the progress of 
the Russian arms in Asia Minor and to the alleged success of the diplomatic 
intrigues of that crafty power in Cabul, and fears that all this forebodes ill to 
the English power in the East. The millions of India depend for their welfare 
‘on the undiminished prosperity of the English rule; and they, therefore, de- 

voutly pray that their English rulers will act wisely, and rise superior to every 
danger. — 


The same, in another article, referring to the unfavourable reply given by 
eae PR His Excellency the Governor to the memorial of the 
Expresses dissatisfaction at , ; ; ; 

the reply, given by Sir people of Poona, praying for the right of choosing their 
Richard to the memorial of Own municipal commissioners, observes that when His 
the people of Poona, praying Excellency Sir Richard Temple visited Poona for the 
oor 6 alee Saaeeee. first time after his nomination as Governor of this 
presidency, the people of this city presented an address of congratulation to 
him. In his reply. to this address His Excellency was pleased to say that he 
intended, to inspect the me personally ; and if he found it in a satisfactory condi- 
tion, he would give them the right of choosing their own municipal commissioners. 
Thusthe answer of His Excellency was regarded as a conditional promise 
to the people of Poona; and as His Excellency was satisfied with the sanitary 


condition of the eity, the condition on which the promise was given was ful- | 


filled, the people of Poona expected that His Excellency would act aceording 
to his promise and grant them the boon they prayed for. But in these days 
promises have not much value; and the memorialists praying for the concession 
were told that their prayer could not to granted; and the refusal was based 
on a strange ground. The ground is so “piggy that the writer is ashamed to 
state it. The memorialsts were told that their prayer could not be granted 
unless it be supported by the local authorities. This answer must be 
denounced as either absurd or an intentional evasion of granting a reasonable 
request. The local authorities have supreme control over the municipality. 
The memorial is a prayer to lessen the powers of those authorities. This being 
the case, to make the granting of the prayer of such a memorial dependent on 
the recommendation of those very authorities, is as reasonable and just as to 
make the decision of an = depend on the opinion of the authorities 
appealed against. The people, certainly, expected very, different things at the 
hands of such an experienced, able and independent ruler as His Excellency 
has been reported to be. . 


The Guzerat Mitra (44) of the 18th November considers that the time at 

_ which and the order of succession in which the Eng- 

‘ gee ager tg ase spr lish and the Gujarati schools of the Educational De- 
thir kick Png diffe. artment are annually examined by the Educational 
rent English and Gujaréti Inspector or his deputies are not arranged with due 


schools of the Educational regard to the interests of the students. These officers 


Departmentshouldbe examin- cas : 
dd'by the Wanceonal In- take the annual examination of a school very fre 


spector. quently within one year of the last examination, and 


examine any school they like without observing an 
order. The various school standards are so framed as to suffice for a des 


study ; and hence the examination of a school within that period necessaril 

finds the school not prepared to stand the test with success, and both the master 
and the students have to suffer undeservedly. The different schools are not 
always examined in the order of their superiority, and therefore the trans- 
ferences from the lower to the higher schools are delayed, or, if made, the newly 
admitted students do not receive due attention from the masters, as the latter 
are deeply engaged with their older pupils until their annual examination is 
over; and hence the newly admitted boys lose a part of their time. For 


these reasons, the Guzerat Mitra suggests that the schools should be exa- 


mined in the order of their rank and at stated intervals. 
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The same, in another leader, advances some of the arguments which were 
‘Prayer to His Exoellency brought forward by itself and by several of its con- 
the Governor to revive the temporaries on many occasions, and which were 
abolished on ery Class of noticed more than once in the weekly reports, point- 


the Grant Medical College of jing out the great desirability of maintaining the | 


reisaads Gujardti Class of the Grant Medical College of Bom- 
bay, and laments over its abolition. The Mitra hopes that a wise adminis- 
trator like Sir Richard Temple will pay due attention to this subject, will 
. consider the petitions which are being got up on this matter by the people 
of Bombay, Surat, Bulsar, Ahmedabad, &c., and will grant the prayer of the 
Gujarati population of this Presidency by reviving the class. 


The same thinks that the one anna which the postal department has of late 
commenced to ask from a person who wants the signed 

Condemns the charge of acknowledgment of the receipt of a registered packet 
one anna for delivering tothe hy its addressee as an improperly heavy charge. 


f a registe . 
-cpert All amsirg of ths The Mitra observes that for the registration fee of 


addressee as unreasonably four annas the postal department obtains the signed 
heavy, and praysGovernment acknowledgment of the receipt of a registered letter 


to discontinue its levy; and ° ‘ee OE : 
<? it will not do 0, rat vedhee by its addressee, and retains it in the post-office from 


the dhatee to ~ which the registered letter was despatched. - This 

guar ing e schasuiahouant can, on demand, be seen by the sen- 
der of the registered letter. And to deliver that acknowledgment to the sen- 
der at his residence, the postal department asks of late one anna more. This 
charge is unreasonably heavy. The post carries for half an anna a letter 
veang one-fourth of a tola. And yet the same department charges one anna 
for simp y delivering at the residence of the sender the acknowledgment of the 
registered letter, which the post office has already in its possession, and to take 
which to the place of the sender it has to go a short distance only. The Mitra 
pe that Government will discontinue this additional levy, or reduce it to 
half an anna at least. 


The Rist Goftar (48) of the 18th November, in a leader, headed “ ‘The 

Disa _ Story of'Sir Sélar Jung’s Private Secretary,” in refer- 
sion cad by oe pena ring to the report which has appeared in some Anglo- 
ao . iota. on Ba reve Indian and Vernacular papers, that the py Nie 
ang miss his private of India has compelled Sir Sdlar Jung to dismiss his 
secretary, Mr. Oliphant. English private secretary, Mr. Oliphant, observes 


that the Government of India has not done well in exercising compulsion on 


such a loyal friend as Sir Sélar Jung, in such a matter as the appointment of 

private secretary. Sir Salar Jung has been in correspondence with the 
Government of India about two important matters. One of these was the de- 
mand ofthe Nizim’s Government to return to it its province of the Berars; and 
the other was the question of the appointment of a co-regent for the Nizdm’s 
Government. After stating that the Government of India has been displeased 
__ with the Niz4ém’s minister for reviving the question about the Berars, although 
it has been done by him with the permission of the Secretary of State; and 


that it has appointed Naw4b Amir ul Kabir ae the wishes of Sir SdélarJung . 


a8 @ co-regent, the Rdst Goftér observes that Mr. Oliphant has proved of great 
service in representing to the Government of India in a peopet manner Sir 
Salar Jung’s arguments on the above-mentioned subjects. 

were so well arranged and pressed the points so strongly, as to make it difficult 


is representations. 


to the Government of India to give proper replies to them. This seems to have — 


made the Government of India angry with Mr. Oliphant. It is said that in the 
treaties made by the British Government with the Nizam there is a clause that 
the latter is not to entertain any European in his service without first obtaining 

the peoraeon of the British Government to his doing so; and, accordingly, 
Sir Sélar Jung had asked and obtained the permission of the Government of 
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India to his taking Mr. Oliphant in his service: The Government of India in 
compelling the Prime Minister of Hyderabad to dismiss his secretary has, no 
doubt, exercised its right ; but it has committed a blunder in doing so. Leav- 
ing aside the fact that good results will not follow from a measure which has 
causelessly displeased such a wise administrator and loyal friend of the British 
Government, and looking at the dismissal of Mr. Oliphant from another point 
of view, this act of the Government of India has exhibited only echildishness on 
its part. Ifthe arguments of Sir Sdlar Jung’s side are powerfully put, the in- 
ference is that right and justice are on that side and the secretary to Sir Sdlar 
Jung deserves not the least blame for that fact. If any body is responsible for 
these powerful representations, it is Sir Sdlar Jung himself and not his private 
secretary, who has had to execute the commands of his employer in what he 
wrote. When the Government of India gave its sanction to the employment 
of Mr. Oliphant, did it believe that this gentleman would receive his pay from 
Sir Sélar j ung without doing his service conscientiously ; or that he would 
receive his pay from the Hyderabad minister and conserve the interests of the 
' British Government? Does it believe that if Mr. Oliphant’s dismissal is ob- 
tained, Sir Sdélar Jung will not get another able secretary for himself, when he 
is willing to pay him adequately, and that he will desist from correspondence 
on those subjects in the absence of a secretary? Does it suspect that Mr. 
. Oliphant was raising defection in Sir Sélar Jung’s mind against the British 
rule? The authorities have been looking with a false suspicion to the intro- 
duction of educated Natives in the administrations of the Native States. It is 
—_ anew feature that they have commenced to suspect or stand in: fear of 
their own countrymen, (The Késide Mumbai (62) of the 21st November and the 
Bombau Samichdr (45) of the 24th idem also express their disapproval). 


The Yajddn Parast (50) of the 18th November, like the Rést Goftér (48) 
| . of the last week, whose observations were noticed at 
_ Disapproves of the proposed Jength*in the last weekly report, disapproves of the 
increase in the dnty on tod- proposed increase in the duty on toddy in the new 
J ley levislatere, »  _—«CA Dri Bill pending in the Bombay Legislative Council. 
Bombay legislature. . 3 
The = advanced by the Parast are similar to 
those used by the Rést Goftdr and some other Gujardti papers of Bombay. 


The Samsher Bdhdédur (54) of the 16th November, but received on the 
ae 19th, observes that Captain Westmacott, the Superin- 

- oom — Po ye tendent of Police of the Ahmedabad District, is an 
vimedstad. sole officer. He is well acquainted with the Gujaréti 
ae language and the manners and customs of the people. 
He seems to be working with a will to purge his department of the black sheep 
which harass the people, and has succeeded in punishing some of them. He 
is assisted in this good work by Raw Séheb Ndérdyanrdw and Khdn Béhddur 
Yusafalli and Néndbhdi, who are very impartial and active officers. Notwith- 
standing all this, there are some bad men still left in the police force, who do 
not scruple to annoy the people. The Samsher has received frequent complaints 
that several chief constables of the district and the men under them take articles 
of food, &c., from the people, and, without paying full prices for those articles, 
forcibly obtain from their owners receipts for full payment; that they act im- 
pronesty in conducting inquiries in regard to crimes, and obtain bribes ; and 
that they combine with robbers in the commission of robberies in other districts. 
{t is very hard to prove legally the above assertions, as these police officers do 
these acts very secretly, as it is popularly believed that the person who 
receives a bribe as well as the one who gives it are both considered criminals 
and punished ; and the people cannot come forward to denounce their powerful 
oppressors. Haril4] was once a foujddér of Ahmedabad. Heopenly tyrannized 
over the people. He even forcibly carried away women from their houses, dis- 


4n P24—11 


x 
Leas 
a 
ny 
LaF 3 
ogc She A 
ae ee Ny 
Cet Pad 
> ae 
~ es 
a” vd ‘ 
aa 


9 


regarding the fear of his superior authorities. And yet no one found courage 
to expose the open oppressions of this tyrant, who gulled his superiors by various 
tricks. At last the measure of his sin was full; and by the good fortune of the 
people Mr. Bettington came out. He instituted secret inquiries into the reports 
about the evil conduet of this tyrant, and learnt the truth. He suspended from 
office the tyrannical foujddr, and encouraged the people to come out fearlessly 
and tell the truth. Numerous complaints with sufficient proofs were proved 
against the tyrant, who was visited with the deserved punishment. If the 
present Superintendent of Police does as Mr. Bettington did, he will not fail to 
discover the eyil conduct of some of the police officers under him. The 
Samsher then states that it has received a report about a police officer by caste 
a Koli. A person complained to this officer about the oecurrence of a robbery. 
The officer sent some constables to inquire into the matter. The thieves 
beat the constables and ran away. The constables reported the matter 
to the officer. But the friends of the thieves gained him over, and he 
laid aside the report after pacifying the constables and commenced to make a 
case against the original complainant. The friends of the last-named were 
too sharp and presented a bait to the officer. They gave him hopes of a 
bribe and regained him to the side of truth. He called the constables who had 
received a beating and took down their depositions, and they stated the truth. 
After this the friends of the complainant disappointed the officer about the bribe 
as he deserved. The Samsher observes that the above statement about the 
police officer is made on a rumour, and that it is trying to get a trustworthy 
account. It requests the Superintendent of Police to set at work his detective 


agency to ascertain the truth, and says that if this step is taken truth will come 
to light. 


The same contains, under os head local, a para. headed “ The New — 

: tice of Shaving the Head,” in which it states it has 

of Sonias eckson eee heard that, Rtg admission of female convicts into 
on admission into the jail the jail, their heads are shaved. According to the 
pao ag their religion and Hindu religion and custom, no woman’s head is to 
ee. be shaved unless she is a widow; and the female con- 
victs who are not widows complain of this treatment which is against their 
religion and caste-custom. If the husband of a female convict refuses after 
her return from jail to cohabit with and maintain her on the ground of her 


head having heen shayed, Government will have to maintain the unfortunate 
woman, 


Municipalities, 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the L 9th bag ag in a long article, sasha the ' 

. proposal made by Mr, Maclean, the Chairman of the 

jn ean st the pages own Council of the Bombay Municipality, to raise 
Town Council of Bombay to the water rate on the local cotton mills from 12 annas 
S7L We Seenend. wetee-vate to one rupee and four annas per thousand gallons, 
al ig a a aa the discussion which ensued on it. If the propo- 
us sal proceeded from a.desire to increase the revenue of 

the municipality, there was nothing objectionable in it, as such a desire is very 
natural in the executive officers of that body, But the proposal seems to have 
eprang from a questionable motive. The rate was to be raised not on all those 
at receive the water from a metre, but only on the owner of the cotton-mills; 
because there mills are believed to yield a good profit to their proprietors. 
Thus the proposal seems to owe its origin to a feeling of jealousy, entertained 
in some influential quarters against this rising useful native industry ; and it is 
no wonder that the attempt is viewed by the Natives with a feeling of scorn and 
pprobation. After giving the substance of one or two speeches made on 


the occasion by those who opposed the proposal, the Indu Prakdsh expresses 


' station of Baroda. 
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watisfaction at its defeat. It is also surprised to find that the Chairman of the 
Town Council, who supported an re omer from a ny ip washerman, who 
wanted to wash clothes with the aid of machinery, and who asked the munici- 
pality to give him water at the rate of only six annas per 1,000 gallons, on the 
ground that such an enterprize: ought to be encouraged, could see no ground to 
give the same encouragement to an important rising industry started by Native 
enterprize. 


The Yajdén Parast (50) of the 18th November is glad to see that the 

a sts Guba Select Committee on the Bill for an improved Muni- 
Comaiiies thing pa of the pal Act for the city of Bombay has recommended 
Bill for an improved Munici- the throwing out of the clause which makes the 
pal Act for Bombay, the Municipal Commissioner a member of the Corporation 


clause making the Municipal ond of the Town Council. It is quite evident that 
Commissioner a Member of 


rporation and the T this step of the Select Committee is just and proper. 
Couneil and nn a ‘wen The Municipal Commissioner is a servant of the 


much objection to the Police Corporation; and by making him a member of that 
Commussioner Dung ® mem- Corporation he will sit as a judge upon his own acts. 
pas ectuack renin The Select Committee has, therefore, done right in 
recommending the throwing out of the clause. The Honorable Messrs. Sordbji 
Shépurji Bengéli and Mahomedally Rogey take a similar objection to the Police 
Commissioner being a member of the Corporation and the Town Council. But 


his being there does not seem to the Parast as objectionable as that of the 
Municipal Commissioner. : 


The Satya Mitra (60) of the 18th November observes that though the same 


: amount of money is expended and the same strength 
Complains that the main of establishment is entertained by the Bombay Muni- 
are yy Hers myer f — cipality as in the time of Mr. A. 'T. Crawford, both 
ea oy umawnae y S evening, the dirt and the sickness of Bombay have consi- 
derably increased. Onexamining the cause of such an 

unsatisfactory state of things, it seems that it is attributable to no other cause 
than the sloth and negligence of the Municipal officers in looking after the 
sanitation of the island. No one will be astonished to hear the assertion that 
several quarters of the Fort and of the town are dirty and stinking, But they 
certainly will be amazed to hear that a bad stink assails one’s nose on the main 
toad of Byculla fronting the Victoria Gardens between the hours of 9 and 10 p.m. 
After censuring the members of the Town Council and the Corporation for failing 
to compe] the Municipal servants to preserve properly the sanitation of Bombay, 
the Mitra requests the Municipal Commissioner and the Police Commissioner to 


ascertain the cause of the bad stink on the above-mentioned road and to remove 
it without delay. 


Railways. 


The Nydya Prakash (65) of 2 19th Bovemnber states that - Monday last 

-an accident occurred to a train near the Baroda sta- 

ia ee ry Ome than of the BB. © OT. Railway. While the train 

accident to a train of the B. was going along the engine and two or three waggons 

B.& ©. I. Railway near its were thrown from the rail ; fortunately there was no 

' accident to human life. When this accident occurred 

the train was going slowly, there was no point nor any hindrance at the place 

of the accident, nor was any train coming from the opposite direction. Hence 

it behoves the way-inspector and the way-superintendent of the line to ascertain 

whether the road at the place of the accident is on a proper level. ‘The Nydya 

Prakdsh requests Government to make an inquiry into the cause of the accident, 

and to take due notice of the persons from Be negligence or fault the cause 
of the accident resulted. . 
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Native States. 


‘The Guzerat Mitra v4) ra ea Sago rg m2 PY yf ery 

any? eaded ‘‘ The Difference in the Justice dealt to Nagars 

Pr, omg ei poe te ‘the and that dealt to Persons of other Castes, No. 5.”’. The 

dispensation of justice to correspondent gives more instances in support of his 

Nagars and persons of other ¢omplaint, which are very similar to those which have 

ee peared in the older issues of the Guzerat Mitra, and 
which have been more particularly noticed in the previous weekly reports. 


he same contains anothes. communication, headed “ The Distinguishing 
conduct of the Thénedér of Gondal,” the writer of which states that this Thaneddr 
Gondal. : is clothed with the powers of a second class magistrate. 
The present incumbent of this place is Bhagwénlal, a brother of Chunildl (the 
Huzur Accountant.) He has not passed an We examination, and yet the place 
was given to him. There were other candidates for the place who had passed 
the necessary law examination, but their claims were passed over. The writer 
gives three instances in which he says the Thdnedédr sentenced the convicted 
parties with punishments exceeding those prescribed by the law. In one case 
Captain Salmon redressed the grievance on appeal. Ganesh and Chunildl being 
at the Huzur, the above-mentioned and other improper conduct of the Thanedar 
does not reach the ears of Captain Salmon. The writer ee that the good 


Captain will by-and-by relieve the people of Gondal from their complaints in 
this matter. 


The same, in another place, complains that the clerk to Mr. Ba&wdinbhdi, 
the Wazir to the Nawdb of Jundgarh, named Purshot- 


A complaint about th - : e 
ack GE ia Wiehe’ ca de tamrd4y, is a young boy of about 20 years of age, o 


‘i : very little education, and is quite unfitted to discharge 
~ 38 lo thas i! veapouatihe duties entrusted to him. Mr. Béwdin 
does all work for the Nawdb. He issues final orders 
given by or in the name of the chief. And thus very important matters are 
transacted by him. Purshottamrdy is a reader to him, and through his hands 
papers on very important matters pass. There are complaints that some 
petitions to the Nawdb have disappeared without the knowledge of the Nawdéb 
or Mr. Béwdin; that several papers were withheld by the said Purshottamray ; 
and that several others were misplaced by him. And hence the people of the 
State complain about this young reader to Mr. Béwdin. Both the Nawdb and Mr. 
Baéwdin are to be praised for their good heart to provide for the son of their late 
old and faithful servant Sundarji Jh4lé. But the very responsible post to which 
that son Purshottamrdy is appointed, is not the proper place for a person of his 
age, experience, and education. He ought to be provided with a poren or 
some not very responsible place for the great services done by his late father. 
The Mitra hopes that Mr. Béwdin will take steps to remove this complaint of 
the people. | 


The Jame Jamsed (46) of the 20th id sys in - “ge menes | 

. ‘‘ Kdlubha: of Nawdnagar,” after shortly relating the 

me = ap rt —— dal circumstances under which Kadlubhd, lb a 8 of 
bhé, heir apparent to the gédi the Jim by a Mahomedan woman, was acknowledged 
| oe has been visit- by Government as the heir and successor of the Jém 
sail a eathe —" punish- snd the heir apparent to the gdédi of Nawdnagar, ob- 
ott serves that the recognition of Kdlubhé has created a 
host of enemies to this young man; and after alluding to the rumour of his being 
accused of a conspiracy against the life of his old father and of a public inquiry 
beinig instituted into that alleged accusation, expresses astonishment to hear on a 


sudden from the Poona Observer that Kélubhd has been exiled from his country ; 
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on the request of the Jém, taken away from 
Kélubhd State jewels of the vali of one lakh of rupees which he had him ; 

and that the Governor-General is same what allowance is to be given to 
him for his maintenance. This sudden misfortune - s the Jéme Jamsed, has 
drawn to this prince the sympathy of the publi, whi ch wishes to kiow the real cir- 
cumstances W led to jon a com let ruin of the unhappy man. It 
wishes to be sure that he did not fall a victim to the wentdastivne 3s of his enemies, 
and that he had a fair opportunity given him to clear himself of the accusation, 
if he could, The writer prays the authorities to publish the information 
desired by the public. dee 


that the British Government 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 27th November 1877. 
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| The Public Administration. m 
The Native Opinion (2) of the 25th November, in an article, headed “The 
Sisiereabats tics dae Secretary of State’s’ Despatch regarding the Conser- 


Secretary . dian F ” observes that of late the 
th 1. vaney of Indian Forests,” observes that of late 
dia, espresiad ls, Suipeach officers of Government are growing more arbitrary 


of his, read by the Honorable and careless about the private rights of the people. 
_ Mr. Hope while ing on The dangers which several old and experienced per- 


sou ete before rh et sons apprehended from the assumption of the imperial 


Legislative Council. title by Her Majesty to the rights and liberties of the 

| people, are threatening to become facts. ‘There were 
several ways for obtaining yedirhe from official wrong and injustice, but they 
are gradually failing the people. If one found himself wronged by the local 
authorities, he appealed to the Government of the presidency for redress ; if he 


_ failed there, he went to the Government of India; and if not successful even 


there, he carried his grievance to the Home Government in England, which was 
believed to be the fountain of pure justice and the beloved home of liberty and 
fair play. But the people are losing their confidence in these tribunals. ‘The 
writer laments that the minor Governments are giving up their.independence, 
and becoming more subservient to the views of the Government of India ; and 
refers,.in support of his assertion, to a discussion which recently occurred in one 
of the meetings of the local legislative council. He also‘refers’ to the assertion 
made in an Anglo-Indian newspaper, that Sir Richard Temple was nominated 
to the Governorship of this paeieney, mainly with the object of destroying 
the independence of the Government of this presidency. Thus, if the Govern- 
ment of Bombay simply carries out the wishes of the Suihicianes of India, it1s 
useless to appeal from the decision of the former to the justice of the latter. 
Misfortune seems to threaten the people of India on all sides. The Government 
cf India also has commenced to enact laws most vexatious and.calculated to 
reduce the people to poverty and to destroy their ancient private rights, as 
ore from its new Stamp Bill and the Forest Bill. And the extract which the 
onorable Mr. Hope read from'a despatch of the Secretary of State of India, 
while speaking on the new Forest Bill, shows that the hope the people formerly 
had of obtaining redress in Erland of the wrongs committed by the Government 
of India has also disappeared. It appears from this extract, that not only the 
Government of India does what the Secretary is pleased to dictate to it, but a 
change, for the. worse, has taken place in the views of the Home Government 
itself. The Secretary of State observes in that despatch, that Her Majesty’s 
Government is fully impressed with the necessity of conserving the forests of 
India ; and though in ddobting the means for attaining this object, the existing 
private rights of village communities and of individuals should be as little inter- 
fered with as possible, still it should be remembered, that as civilization advan- 
ces these private rights become less and less necessary for the welfare of the 
cultivating classes, who, therefore, ought to give them up in the interests of the 
general public, in whose welfare their own is necessarily included. Again, the 
general course of the policy of Government for some years past must also have 
prepared the public mind to acquiesce in the change indicated above. All this, 
however, should be done with the least agitation of the popular feeling. These 
statements, observes the Opinion, show the ‘change for the worse which has 
‘taken plaee in the views of the august authorities in England ; and what chance — 
is there of getting redress in that quarter of the wrongs committed by their sub- 
ordinates in this country ? The writer regards this change as very deplorable, . 
and not beneficial to the interests of the rulers and the ruled. 


The same, in an article, headed~ ‘‘ Revenue Commissioners and Native 

| 2 hey States,” referring to an article in a recent number of 

_ Deprecates the proposal to the Englishman newspaper, stating that it is contem- 
Anvest the Revenue 7 ser plated to invest the Revenue Commissioners in this’ 
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_. desire.on the part of Government to destroy 
Natives, and to reduce them to one level of poverty and d 


' Sir Philip’ Wodehouse’s Government, observes the writer, 


with the additional work of supervising the 


sionérs with the daty of su- presiden 


pervising the Native Stat ative States in their several divisions, sees in the 
eiesertienge ot ee proposed measure a fresh proof of the : lish impe- 
rialism fast degenerating into that of the old Mogals and the Pesh 


‘3 and distinctions among 


‘degradation. The 
wise policy of the. British Government, which properly distributed the work of 
administration and provided the people with various means of obtaining redress 
from official wrotigs, and which has made the rulers, though foreigners, so very 


popular with the Natives, is now fast changing for the worse. e powers of 


the Executive Revenue Officers have been continually increased, and these 


officers are gradually being made more and more like the old Nawdbs. The 
Third Revenue Commissionership, which was created as a temporary measure 


- during the famine, Government does not seem willing to abolish, when the 
famine is over; but, in order to create more work for these high paid officers, 


this idea of giving them the supervision of the Native States has been conceiv- 
ed. Provdity speaking the Third Revenue Commissionership is an unnecessary 
burden on the State treasury, and ought not to be sanctioned. This proposal 
of giving the supervision of the Native States to the Revenue Commissioners 
was once started during the Government of Sir Seymore Fitzgerald; but that 
administrator condemned thie idea, and, therefore, it was dropped. It has been 
revived under the Government of the present Governor, whe himself is a Re- 
venue officer and naturally dag to the increase of ‘power of that class. This 
arrangement the writer apprehends will prove injurious to the dignity and status 
of the Native Princes. (The Jndu Prakdsh (1) of the 26th November has 
a leader noticing the above proposal and expressing somewhat similar views 
on it). : 


The Dnaydn Prakash (3) of the 26th November has a long leader, headed 


*‘ 'The-fitness of the People of this Town (Poona): to 


Tries to prove —— the. elect their own Municipal Commissioners.” The more 
opie or Foona are exer- m ; ; ; 
Phys fe the right ofchocs. °° considers the reply given by His Excellency Sir 


ing their own Municipal Com- Richard Temple to the petition lately made by the 


missioners, and that the opi- inhabitants of Poona, praying the .Government to 
nion of the local authorities grant them the right of choosing their own Municipal 
against their fitness to obtain  (\ommissioners, the more one wonders atit. For such 


| eats.” pre en. s repy was never expected from an administrator like 
His Excellency. Sir Richard told the memorialists 


that, as the Collector of Poona and the Revenue Commissioner of the Division did 
not believe the people of Poona sufficiently intelligent to exercise the right asked 


- for, Government could not comply with the prayer of the petitioners. The 


writer in the Dnydn Prakdsh attributes this unfavourable opinion of the local 
officers regarding the intelligence of the people of Poona, to an unreasonable 
and unworthy prejudice, and asserts that, if Government is sincere in its wish 


to grant an elective municipal franchise to the people of any city or.town, it must 


give it first to the people of Poona. In 1874 when the present District Munici- 
palities Act was passed, the people of Poona petitioned the Government of that 
timete give them the municipal franchise ; but the Government ofSir Philip Wode- 
house told the:petitioners that, as the new Act had introduced several important 


changes in the Municipal Government, it was not wise to entrust the working of | 


— 


ofa - 
the 


a new Act to new hards, and, therefore, the granting of this boon must be de- . 


ferred until it was seen how the new Act worked. The promd advanced by 
or 


refusing to comply 


with the prayer of the Poonaites, was a reasonable one. ‘That Government, 


however, assured the people of Poona that their representation would receive 
the most careful attention of the authorities. When Sir Richard Temple visited 


Poona for the first time on his assumption of the duties of the Governor of 
this presidency, the Poonaites sent a de 
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pleased with its municipal arrangements. This fact, together with 
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gn address of congratulation. In this address a reference was. made to this 
‘ question of the Municipal franchise; and His Excellency was pleased to say in 
his gracious reply that he intended to visit the city shortly, and if he found it | 
condition, he would favourably consider their prayer for a. 


in @ satisfact } : 
Municipal franchise. Sir Richard subsequently did‘ inspect the 


, and was 
is E:xcel- 
ency’s known predilections in this matter, very naturally encouraged hopes in 
the minds of the Poonaites; and, therefore, when the time of renominating the 


Fg ar Commissioners came last month, they sent to him the above memo- | 
rl ; 


ut they were destined to suffer a grievous and undeserved disappoint- 


ment. The Local officers have no just grounds, the writer asserts, to say that 


the people of Poona are unfit for the due exercise of the concession in question ; 


and His Excellency could have easily satisfied himself that it is so, had he given ~ 


an impartial consideration to the facts adduced by the memcrialists in support 
of their prayer. The writer then briefly alludes to these facts, and observes that 
they show that the local authorities, in giving an opinion unfavourable to the 


‘memorialists’ request, were actuated by a mere unreasonable and groundless 


prejudice. The people of Poona are not unaware that some selfish and narrow- 
minded persons entertain views very unfavourable and injurious to them, and 
try to poison the minds of:the authorities, &c. But these are baseless calum- 


nies ; and it is earnestly hoped that His Excellency will not allow himself to be- 
influenced by thése absurd and narrow prejudices. . | 


The Kiran (9) of the 25th November, in an article, headed ‘“‘ We ask noth- 

oes ing but Simple Justice from the English Government,” 

Acouses the English Gov- observes that, when a Government deals justly with its 
ernment of dealing unjustly ; : 

with India. subjects, it makes them loyal, prosperous and happy. 

| | But when a Government acts otherwise towards its 

subjects, the latter are justified in ceasing to be loyal, and in compelling the 


former to observe a right course of conduct towards them. But the most righte- 


ous course for a subject is to continue to be loyal to his sovereign even when 


he acts ansuatly towards him. The people of India are subjects of the last- 


mentioned description. They: have always acted most faithfully and loyally 


towards their English rulers though they be aliens. Even in 1857, when a 


large portion of the Native army mutinied, the great body of the Native popu- 


lation remuined faithful and loyal to the English Government, and rendered it. 


most material aid on that memorable occasion. But, is the English Govern- 
ment to requite this rare loyalty and good services of the Natives, by neglect 
and imposing on them excruciating taxes ? Are we to be saddled with a heavy 
stamp duty, which excited the American colonies of England to a rebellion and 
to throw off its yoke? The writer then repeats the old charge against the 


English Government, that it has reduced India’ to poverty in order to enrich 
Government, and sees.a proof of the truth of this charge in the inability of the 


ryots to cope ~aagarae Aictgag even one year’s failure of crops, and makes the 
other observations in which a portion of the Vernacular Press often indulges. 


The Arunodaya (10) of the 25th November, in an article, headed ‘‘ The 
woe. Oe Thoughts of our Governor about Ourselves,” alluding to 
OD erongly deprocetes an observation made by His Excellency Sir Richard 
Richa vit. Temple in his speech, proposing a toast to the Bom- 
Hichard Temple, as calculat- Pp ? , posing —~ 
ed to be interpreted intoan bay volunteers, that “ however strong a confidence 
expression of doubt of the Englishmen residing in India may feel in the loyalty 


og ond ee Native subjects of their Native fellow-subjects, th 1 
; ‘Maj ) llow-subjects, they (the Englishmen) 
+ Tada me Hmpree® must remember that, if a serious occasion arrives, there | 


will not be greater need for volunteers anywhere than 


in Bombay,” accuses His Excellency of questioning the loyalty of Her Graci- | 
ous Majesty ’s Native co Te and very severely blames His Excellen: for this | 


accusation... His Excellency is not a er newlk 


arrived here, and, consequently, ignorant of the people of thig country. 


He is) 
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‘an address recently given by 


an old Indian officer, and ‘has served in various offices and in different’ parts of a 
the country, and is intimately, acquainted with its people ; and, therefore, it is i 
not creditable to him to entertain such an jnjurious notion about the Natives. — — * 
The loyalty of the Natives is too well known to be doubted. The English a 
Empire in India is deeply indebted to their good sense and fidelity. Theobser:  ~ 4 
vation is denounced as uncalled for, impolitic, and, consequently, unwise.’ It is 7 4 


calculated to hurt the feelings of the Natives unnecessarily. 


The Nydya Sindhu (14) of the 26th November, referring to the reply, made 

by His Excellency Sir Richard Temple to the address’ 

given him by the people of D ar on his recent 

visit to that town, questions the soundness of some of : 
the views of His Excellency regarding the economical wt 
condition of the masses of this country. The remarks | 
and arguments used in this article are very similar 
to those which appeared on this subject in the Native Opinion (2) a few days 
ago, and which were summarised at some length in a previous weekly report. 


Criticises some of the state- 
ments of Sir Richard Temple, 
made by him in his reply to 


the people of Dharwar. 


' and 


A correspondent of the Kalpataru (17 ) of the 25th November observes that, 


Prays the authorities con- 
cerned to build waiting-rooms 
near the kutcheries of the 
judicial officers, both civil 


commodation of the parties, 
applicants, witnesses, <c., 
who are required to resort to 
these kutcheries. — 


ial, for the ac- . 


the numerous people who are required to resort to 
the kutcheries of the Judges, Collectors, Munsifs 
and Mémlatdars, as parties, applicants, witnesses, &c., 
are obliged to wait outside these kutcheries under 
trees, if there be any, but generally in the sun or rain; 
and requests the authorities concerned to build wait- 
ing-rooms for the accommodation of these people, as 
there are waiting-rooms built at the railway stations. 


The Hitechchhu (21) of Kaladgi of the 25th November has a leader, notic- 


Controyerts certain state- 
ments niade by Sir Richard 
in his reply to the Dharwar 
address, rding the econo- 


_ mical condition of the ryots 


and the state of indigenous 
industries. 


ing the answer of His Excellency Sir Richard Temple 
to the address recently given him by the people of 
Dharwar, and making remarks very similar to those 
which were made by the ative Opinion (2) in a re- 
cent issue, and which were summarised at length in a 
late weekly report. 


A correspondent of the same complains that European officers occupy, for 


Complains that European 
officers occupy the public 
dharmshélés erected from 


“the local fund, for months to- 


er, to the exclusion and 
inconvenience of Native tra- 
vellers, for whose benefit they 


_ are professedly built. 


the rule is not regarded by 

ther. Some of these dharmshdlds have been converted 

~ lows, by putting to them glass windows, &c. Native travellers are prohibited 
g 


$ xP 1—12 


months together, some of the dharmsh4lds construct- 
ed from the Local Fund, to the exclusion of the tra- 
velling native public for whose accommodation and 
convenience these buildings are professedly erected, 


‘and states that the dharmshdlds of Baddmi, of Gu- 


ladgud and of Kerur have been fognd so occupied. a 
There is a rule that no traveller is to stay at a dharm- o Ve 
shal4 for more than three days continuously ; yet oe 
the European officers, who “a them for months 

into fine bunga- 


~ 


from using these buildings erected from funds levied from the ryots. European : 
officers get their tent allowances from the State, and yet are slbvieed to occupy - t 
the people’s resting-houses to their exclusion and inconvenience. hinge alia 
The Karndéiak Wartika (34) of the 18th November, but received on the a 
ian _ _. 25th, observes that the people of Dharwar were most. an 
Diegerores , dag ey agreeably surprised to hear from His Excellency the a 
‘leee-feoms Poond to Dharwar, vernor an announcement that their town would | a 
and asserts that even the soon get a college established there for the benefitof — ° a 
people of the latter town, if that part of the country. The surprise was great, — 2 
a ome | tage a i oq because the announcement of the great boon which, | oo 
‘against the tran Pal nee, . though much desired, was never asked for by the of Be a 
‘kee people of Dharwar nor ever suggested by the local 
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. only an F. A. Class to be attached to the existing 


ment of India. ~' Jar Bill on 


somewhat moderuted, however, when it came out that the institution 


is to get is not to be a complete college like that of Poona or of Bombay, but 


, pe doy of the place. It 
was still a very acceptable boon to be gratefully acknowledged. But a few 


days afterwards a rumour came into the Poona and Bombay papers that the 


above announcement meant that the old Deccan College at Poona was to be 
closed and Dharwar was to get an F’. A. Class.- This, though a rumour, tallies 
better with the present attitude of the Government and its officers towards the 
higher education of the Natives. The measure has for its We not any greater 
encouragement to the spread of higher education among the Natives, but to 
curtail the expenditure Government at present incurs for conferring that boon 
on the Natives. The Wértika is not sure as yet that the above rumour is true; 
‘but, if it is true and if that is the intention of Government, the people of Dhar- 


war, if consulted on the matter, will say with one voice that they do not want. 


even a complete college on that condition, much less do they desire an F. A. 


class on such terms. The Wériika feels sure that a wise and far-sighted states- 
man like our worthy Governor will not resort to such a trick-like measure. 


~The Wasai Samachar a) of the 25th. November garb 9" po taluka 

i a of Bassein contains some towns of considerable com- 

of roe: -# roe grees mercial. importance, is full of gardens, and. has three 
of Bassein, and requests the post offices; but is not yet provided with: any good 
district authorities to remove made-road connecting its towns. Thére is only a 
# complaint of the people. short road of three miles from Bassein as far as the 
village of Tarkhad. Beyond this village the natural route towards the town of 
Nirmal is full of stones and very inconvenient for carts. In the rainy season 
the cOmmunications in the taluka are very unsafe and inconvenient. The 
taluka has been paying the local cess for the last 12 or 13 years; but as yet it 
has obtained no benefit whatever in the shape of any. local roads. The writer 
earnestly calls the attention of the Local Fund Committee and of the Collector 
of the. district to this erying want of the taluka, and requests those authorities to 
remove it soon, } 


\ 


. 


The Aitechchhu (43) of Ahmedabad of the 22nd November, but received on 
the 25th, in an unfinished leader, headed ‘‘ The new 

Bone olk* spe PM Stamp Bill,” makes adverse remarks on ~ general 
+e Syed - legislative policy of Government, and on the particu- 
may ES he Govern ie notice, very similar to those which have 
peared over and over again in the Vernacular Press, 


‘ 


and been noticed at considerable lengtli in these weekly summaries more than 
~ once, | : 


‘The same observes under the heading “ local,” that Government has resolv- 
Oe he. ed to impose the detested income-tax to recover the 
aoe oftherumour- heavy expenses it has incurred in regard to the Ma- 
Po of the income- drag famine. It is to be deplored that Government 
7 recommends reduc- | : ee na | | 
tion in the existing State ex. 40es not think of recouping itself by practising econo- 
penditure. my in its present lavish expenses. If Government 
ee 3 reduces the salaries of its servants who receive a 
monthly pay of rupees five hundred and upwards, by twenty or twenty-five per- 
cent, those servants will not feel any distress; and if Government makes a due 
reduction in the large annual remittances to England, both these reductions 
will realize a large amount, and will remove the necessity of imposing any 


observations). 
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“New tax. (The Swddesh Mangal (66) of the 27th November makes the same 
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and to invest the docks 


any of the four khélss vil- which 56 belong to 


Boe ouee 


The same contains a communication, the writer of which makes two sug- 
éstions in connection with the Gogo Taluka. of the 
medabad District. One of these suggestions is that 
a. First Class Magistrate should be appointed for the 
taluka, or, as the writer calls it, the purgana, of Gogo. 
me ye are 64 Megs. we 

. , four are inam, and the 

“ Eline pene es Fag “ remaining four are khdlsé. The last named are Gogo, 
Khared4, Mota Khokhré and Bhikd4. This purgana 


: 


Prays Government to ap- 
point » First Class M istrate 
solely for the taluka 


of trees growing in a field in He says pe ladle ex 
Al 


of the Ahmedabad Zillah is very distant and far removed from the Sadar station. 


The town of Gogo is 90 gan or kos from the city of Ahmedabad. In all sea- 


_ sons of the year complainants, witnesses, &c., who have to go from Gogo to 


Ahmedabad, experience great inconveniences and suffer loss in money. The 
uence of this is that many persons silently suffer losses and do not carry 

their complaints to the authorities. Government has of late, however, removed 
par of the inconveniences, by appointing a First Class Magistrate for the 
ukas of Gogo and Danduka. The distance between the two places is-40 kos, 
or 80 miles ; and when the Magistrate happens to be at one of these places, the 
i of the other have to trudge to such a long distance to get their business 
one by him. The writer, therefore, prays Government to appoint a First 
Class Magistrate solely for the taluka of Gogo, and thereby to remove the in- 
convemiences which the people of this taluka suffer. The other suggestion or 
prayer of the writer is that the ownership of the trees growing in the fields of 
the ryots of the four khdlsd villages of the Gogo Purgana named above, 
should be made over to the respective cultivators of those fields. In almost all 
the talukas of the Ahmedabad and Kaira Zillahs the ownership of tfees growing 
in a field is invested in the cultivator of that field. But as the same concession 
is not made to the cultivators of the khdls4 villages in the ris. Purgana, these 
ae find it difficult to ee. for their agricultural implements. For the 
ue convenience of these ers, it behoves Government to grant the above 


- concession to them. 


The Guzerat Mitra (44) of the 25th November, cannot believe the report 

- which gree in the Samsher Bdhddur (54) of the 

Prays Government tostate last week, that a new pees has been adopted to 
Se ogg the report that the shave the heads of female convicts before their admis- 
of the female conyicts . : “ie : : 
before they are admitted into §10n into a jail. It cannot understand how Govern- 
@ jail are shaved, istrue. | ment will adopt a practice which is so much against 
religion in the case of married women. Government is 


prayed to be kind enough to publish the real information on this subject. 


The same, in another leader, expresses its disapproval of the compulsion — 


| alleged to have been exercised by the Government of 
ofthe compul- India on Sir Sdler Jung to dismiss his private secre- 


sion exercised by the Govern- tary, Mr. Oliphant. The grounds of the disapproval 


Fae Sr on oa cae are similar to those advanced by the Rast Goftar (48) 


secretary. of the last week, and noticed more fully in the last 


weekly report. | 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Olpdd, states that the large 


oi . wooden bridge near the village of Mésma has sunk a 
he sgrom the | Public ittle in one place, and unless the Public Works 
ks Department to exa- , : 
mine and repair at once the Department examines it and takes measures to pre- 
wooden bridge near the vil- vent more damage being done to it, it is likely to 


sunk in one place. 


lege of Mésma which hes gink more and prove dangerous to the carts going — 


over it. 
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; aia for the present the 


more. 
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‘The Jdme Jamsed (46) of the 24th November, but received on the 26th, 
| noticing the question which the Home authorities are 


Advices Government not to gonsidering, as to whether or not the East India Rail- 


India Railway, whose WY, Whose contract expires in 1879, should be pur- 


term lease expires next year, Chased by the Indian Government from its present 


but to give the Company a Af sig advises the Government not to purchase 
further lease fora few years i¢ for the present, and to give its proprietors a fresh 
lease for a few years more. It is true, observes the 


Jéme Jamsed, that of all the Indian railways the East India Railway is the most © 


roductive. Other railways cannot as yet realize five per cent. interest, which 
ae been guaranteed by Government to their shareholders; whereas this railway 


produced that amount of interest. It is true, also, that Government can raise a 


four per cent. loan to pay off the large capital of this company and the twenty-five 


‘per cent. premium which its shares fetch. But the capital and the premium 
. together amount to the large sum of thirty-four krors of ru 


pees. And it is the 
opinion of able financiers that, since the finances of India have, on account of the 


recent famine and other reasons, come into an unsatisfactory condition, Government 
ought not to incur any new large debt; but should, by effecting a proper redu- 
ction in the expenses of the State, restore its finances to a normal condition. 
After the Indian treasury regains its prosperous condition, the East India Rail- 
way may be purchased from its proprietors. Moreover, it must be remembered 
that this ratlway realizes a good rate of-interest because it is administered ably 
and skilfully by the company. Such an administration may, to some extent, 
be attributed to the supervision exercised by Government on its administration. 
But, if Government buys it, its administration will not be subject to any outside 
supervision ; and there are great probabilities of the concern not continuing to 
prove so very productive in the hands of Government. 


The same of the 26th November contains a letter, dated Secunderabad, 19th 
November, the writer of which observes that whatever 


Disapproves of the compul- 
sion exercised by the British 


Government on Sir Salar . 


Jung to dismiss his private 
secretary, Mr. Oliphant, and 
states that this act has made 


a stir among the Native 
officers of the Nizam’s Gov- 


ernment, 


may be the reasons which have led the British Govern- 
ment to dismiss Mr. Oliphant, the private secretary 
of Sir Sdlar Jung, from his post, the act is very harsh. 
It has'created a great stir among the prope (of the 
Nizd4m’s territory), particularly among the Native offi- 
cers of the Nizim’s Government. Many of these last 
were formerly in the service of the British Government, 
which they left and accepted the service of the Niz4ém 


with the object of getting better salaries here. They consider their posts as 


fall: of risk, and say that since the dismissal of a European officer has been ob- 


tained, there is no likelihood of Native officers getting a better treatment. 


The Yajdén Parast (50) of the 25th November is extremely 


joy at the pros- 
pect of Guzerat getting an 
Arts College, and st the 

uinstone Colloge will not 
suiter by the creation of the 
new institution. 


: glad to hear 
from the lips of His Excellency the Governar of Bom- 
bay, that an Arts College will soon be opened at 
Ahmedabad for the benefit of Guzerat. Sir Richard 
made the. happy announcement in his speech at the 
opening of the Alfred High School at Bhownagar, and, 
consequently, His Excellency’s present tour through 


Kattywar has been made very memorable. Guzerat 


has been in sad need of an Arts College for a very long time ; and His Excellency | 


will presently supply the great need, It is true that there is an Arts College 


in Bombay ; but on account of the long distance between Guzerat and Bombay, 


and the general poverty of the people, the: Gujaratis could not hitherto derive 


advantage from the Bombay Colle 
_ the opening of a College at Ahmedabad there is fear of the strength of the st 


to. the extent they should have done. B 


of the Bombay College being lessened for the benefit of the new institution. 
But the Parast hopes Sir Richard will not allow such an undesirable thing to 
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_ * ment-of India has no just and sensible 


of the Bombay University 
_ was unduly difficult. 


= 


The pone ence of this is that the unfortunate candidates suffer. 


hopes the 
colleagues are. 


10 


the Arithmetic pape set at the last Matriculation 
examination of the Bombay University was unusually 
difficult. It has seen for several past that some 
of the Native examiners set hard papers in the Uni- 
versity examinations, apparently with the object to 
set off their learning before their Euro colleagues, 
who are not, however, so hard with the candidates. 
The Parast 


ative examiners will be merciful to the candidates as their European 


The Samsher Béhddur (54) of the 23rd November, but received on the 26th : 


Disapprove of the ramour- 
ed intention of Government 
to impose an income-tax. 


and the Nydya Prakash (65) of the latter date, like 
several of their contemporaries whose observations have 
been noticed at length in some of the previous weekly 


reports, disapprove of the rumoured intention of Gov- 
ernment to impose an income-tax for making up the heavy expenses incurred 
in connection with the late famine. ‘The usual argument of the poverty of the 
Indian people to bear further taxation is advanced, and Government is prayed 


to effect a saving in the current expenses of the State. : 


The Ahmedabad Samdchdr (55) of the 21st November, but received on the 

28th, in a rambling article, prays Government to 
erect a commodious building for the District and Sub- 
ordinate-Courts of Ahmedabad. These courts, obser- 
ves the Samdchér, were once located in a commodious 
building ; but, as it was dilapidated, it was pulled 


Prays Government to sanc- 
tion the erection of a conve- 
nient and commodious build- 
ing for the District Court of 
Ahmedabad and the courts 


subordinate to it. down, and the proceeds of the materials, amounting to 
about fifteen thousand] rupees, were credited to Gov- 
-ernment. Since then the courts are located in a rented building. After stating 


that the present District Judge intended to take the courts to a building in 
Hatesing’s Wadi, outside the Delhi Gate, on account of the present court-house 
not affording sufficient accommodation ; that if he had done so the people would 


have experienced great inconvenience ; and that the Judge has given up the 


intention, as the owner of the 
present has promised to provide the require 
“ge to write to 


Samdchdr 


requests the J 
@ new and commodious b 


oresent building in which the courts are held at 
accommodation, the Ahmedabad. 
overnment to sanction the erection of 
ding in a place convenient to the people, and prays 


Government to give the necessary sanction without delay, 
The Satya Mitra (60) of the 25th November, in alluding to the compulsion 


Observes that Mr. Oli- 
t’s own conduct may have 
the Government of India 
to get him dismissed by Sir 
Salar Jung, and that there 
are not bad reasons for the 
anwilli of the Goyern- 


- ment of India to restore the 


Berars to the Nizém’s Goy- 
ernment. ? 


employer; on the other 


could 


said to have heen exercised by the Government of 
India on Sir Sdlar Jung to dismiss his private secre- 
tary, Mr, Oliphant, on aecount of the Nizam’s minister 
pressing on the Indian Government the question of the 
restoration of the Berars to the Nizam, observes that, 
while on the one hand it must be admitted that Mr. 


Oliphant cannot be found fault with for what he has | 


written, for he was a servant of Sir Sdlar Jung and 
was bound in du 
hand, it must also be admitted that Mr. Oliphant 


ive, if he wished, represented his master’s side with due decorum and 


to execute the. commands of his 


‘respect. And Lord Lytton’s Government must have been .obliged to exercise 


compulsion to dismiss him, only when he carried on the correspondence. agai 
the expressed wishes of the Government of India and in a tone with which it 
could not in self respect put up. Again, one must not suppose that the Govern- 
: | grounds for refusing to restore the Berars 
to the Nizam’s Government. It is true that Sir Sdlar Jung wants to 
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British Government. But it must not be forgotten that the British Govern- 
_ ment has considerably improved the province at a vast cost of trouble, of which 
it is difficult to form an adequate idea. It would have been a different thing 


_-- altogether if the Nizam’s Government had expressed before the. expiry of the 


term ‘of the original contract, a desire to pay off the debt raised on the tee 
of this province. But many years have elapsed since the expiry of that term, 
and in this time the British Government has spent lots of money and taken 
great trouble for the improvement of the province ; .and, consequently, it is not 
rl be wondered at that the Government of India is unwilling to restore it to the 
izam. : : | 
The Bhomiyo (63) of the 28th November states that the vegetable-sellers, 
Pee . Police of Suraj BroCem™ butchers and other shop-keepers of Surat 
nem nh Soe bash of ‘ick keep with them false weights, measures and scales, and 
keepers of Surat who use give to buyers articles short of the true weight. It is 
_ “on. get ‘nn true a re ge wigcoog) examine and ~< _ 
168, and weigh out short weohts used by the shop-keepers eve ear ; but the 
articles to buyers. latter keep by Aes false se ae’ Ra cheat the 
' public; and bring forward and use for a time the true weights, &c.; when they 
are afraid of being discovered in their tricks. The police is requested to keep 
_@ constant eye on these cheats and to detect their frauds from time to time, as" 
is done in Bombay and other cities and towns. 


The Swadesh Mangal (66) of the 27th November considers that the one 
anna asked by the Postal Department for giving the sender of a registered. 
Considers the charge of letter or parcel the signed receipt of the addressee, a 
one anna for giving the sen. Very heavy charge, and prays Government to reduce 
der of ‘a registered letter the it to half an anna. The arguments advanced by the 
— receipt of it very Mangal are the same as those set forth in the Guzerat 
Balai : Mitra (44) of the last week, and noticed more fully - 
in the last weekly report. — 


The same, in a short leader, headed “Is this Justice?” states on the 
| 3 authority of some newspaper that»Mr, Duff, the 
+ States thata servantof Mr. Superintendent of Police of (the district of) Seni, in 
_ Duff, the Seperintendent of the Central Provinces, went out with a servant of his, 
ea of (the district of) an accomplished shikéri, on a hunting excursion for a 
vines hae bet, tiger. They discovered a tiger sleeping. Mr. Duff 
vinces, has been unjustly ‘ger. ey discovered a tiger sleeping. 
punished, thereupon ordered his servant to goupatree. On 
: the latter’s ascending the tree, Mr. Duff handed him a 
rifle which the servant, however, held carelessly, and consequently Mr. Duff’s 
hand was wounded by its going off. ‘The Deputy Commissioner of Seni heard 
_ Of this accident, and he thereupon tried and sentenced the servant of Mr. Duff 
to three months’ hard labour. Mr. Duff remonstrated with the Deputy Commis- 
sioner, Who was a. frierid of his, observing that his hand was hurt by a pure 
accident, for which the servant was not tobe blamed. But the Deputy Commis- 
sioner would not listen to the remonstrance, believing that Mr. Duff was acting 
foolishly in trying to save his servant from deserved punishment. . This case, 
observes the Sm 
Provinces. The Deshi Mitra (52) of the 29th November makes similar remarks © 
In its usual style). | “, ee 
The same states that notwithstanding the order issued by the Superintend- 
AS : ent of Police of the District of Broach that carriages 
Complains that sometimes going about the streets of that town at night should 
| night in the, ey ok ca carry lights with them, several carriages are to be 
Without any lights. ‘seen driven fast through the streets without any lights. — 
Bey | Mr. McIver is requested to see his order is strictly _ 
carried out. j Gah hina ek eee 
Wea eae 


sh Mangal, shows how justice is dispensed in the Central — 


ey Bg 


OTHE 


7 


~ na  S 


12 


The same states that, on the road between Broach and Jambusar, the Local 


Prays the Local Fund Com- 
mittee of the Broach Distric 
to purify the stinking. water 
of the wells on the road be- 
tween Broach and Jambusar: 


The same has heard a rumour that a Government’ servant has occupied. | 


__ Complains that the public 
dharms at Wagra is ru- 
moured to have been in the 
occupation of a Governnient 


servant for severel months 


, to the great indoriveni- 


ence of the travelling public, 


Fund Committee*has constructed several wells for the 


_use of the public. The water of some of these wells, ’ 
however, stinks so that it cannot be used for drink- | 


ing, with which object the wells have been built. The 
Committee is requested to clean the wells of the dirt 
accumulated in them and to purify the water. 


for several months past the dharmshél4 at Wagra, 
built from the local fund.. The building is apparent- 
ly intended for the use of travellers who are prohi- 
bited from using it by its occupation by the Govern- 
ment servant. This is apparently an injustice to the 
travelling public, and the authorities concerned ought 
to remove this injustice. 


Munievpalities. 


The Jame Jamsed (46) of the 29th November disapproves of the new- 


Condemns the new-fashioned 

hack-buggy of Bombay as 
both inconvenient and dan- 
gerous. 


fashioned -hack-buggy of Bombay. In this ‘ 
observes the Jame Jamsed, the seat of the driver is 
placed in front of that of the passengers ; and, conse- 


uently, it has become difficult to get into or out of 
! the carriage, particularly when its hood is drawn up, 
and the front view is closed to the passengers. The coach box in front has in- 
creased the weight of the carriage, and the horse cannot pull the carriage with 
ease, and weak horses stumble in running. When a horse stumbles the driver 
incurs the danger of being thrown from his seat, and the passengers cannot soon 
get out of the carriage when it is in this dangerous condition. For these reasons, 
people are afraid to use this carriage. It is said that some of these carri- 
ages met with accidents last week, and the people disapprove of the changes 
- made in the old vehicle. It isialso said that the authorities intend refusing to 
give permission to the old-fashioned buggies to ply for hire, If such be their 
intention, they ought to give up at once, since the new-fashioned buggy is not 
only inconvenient, but dangerous to the driver and passengers. They should 
also try and find out a better vehicle, and until such a one is discovered and 
— use, continue to give permission to the old-fashioned buggies to ply 
or , 
*The Swddesh Mangal (66) of the 27th November also disapproves.of the 
ti alleged intention of the Broach Municipality to\rais 
in cee of See. an ‘a loan of two lacs of rupees for widening and me 
n of the Broach Mu- .,. ef 
nicipality to'raise ‘a loan to ling some of the roads of that town and repairing the 
execute certain works, and fort of it. It observes that it is not discreet to raise 
advises their execution from gych alarge loan and pay interest which will amount 
‘annual savings. to about ten thousand rupees a B hes! when the differ- 
ent works can be well done within a few years from the savings out of the 
_»  annualincome. There is no great hurry about the works betng executed in a 
/.. single year. The Mangal hopes the Corporation will see it is not unwise to 
_ complete the works gradually. ere | 
The same complains that the roads of the town of Broach are watered once 
 Cothplains that some of ® day,.and some ofthem so late as at the time of f 
the roads of Broach are wa- lamp-lighting. e municipal authorities are ree = ~ 
_.. tered very late every day: quested to remove this irregularity. . ie 
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‘Place of publication. 
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| The Public Administration. ete ae 


The Indu Prakdésh (1) of the 8rd December, in an article, headed ‘* The 
great Officers who have risen from the, lower 
of the seryices of this country, and those who are 
appointed from England,” institutes a comparison 
between those who were appointed Governors and 
Governors-General from England and those who were 
raised from the services of this country to those high 
- posts, and givgs the preference to the former, on the 
ground thatthose who come directly from England gene- 
: ae rally belong to high families, and therefore possess 
show more independence. =‘ the high virtues which.distinguish the English nobi- 
lity. They also having received their training in free England, generally 
bring with them the liberal and healthy principles of the English constitution. 
But those who have received their training under the despotic government of 
this country, naturally contract narrow views, impatience of opposition and 
such other qualities,—the. necessary concomitants of the despotic exercise of 
poree. After these general remarks, the writer refers to the case of the present 
overnor of Bombay, and observes that though Sir Richard is, undoubtedly, an 
able, energetic and indefatigable ruler, and-has the knack of acquiring popula- 
rity by sweet talk, he is also vefy opinionative, one-sided and often of shallow 
and contracted views. He is also too subservient to his superiors, and does not 
seem 7 fond of independent spirit. The presidency is not likely to be mach 
benefited by having such a ruler. Those who have carefully read the late 
discussions in our Legislative Council on the Revenue Code Bill, will at once 
agree with what has been said above. In conclusion, His Excellency is re- 


quested to show more independence, as becomes the ruler of an old and great 
presidency. 


Prefers as Governors and 
Governors-General members 
of the patrician class of Eng- 
land appointed from Home, 
to men raised from the local 
services.. Disapproves of the 
too great subservience of the 
present Governor of Bombay 
to the Government of India, 
and prays His Excellency to 


The Dnyan Prakash (3) of the 3rd December, in an article, headed “ The 


Does not quite approve of 
the investment of the Com- 


missioners with the additional. 


power of supervising the work 
of the political officers of the 
Native States in their respec- 
tive divisions. | 


Revenue Comniissioners and the Native States, ” after — 
giving the substance of the very recent Government. 
resolution, sanctioning permanently the Third Reve- 
nue Commissionership, distributing the districts 
among the Commissioners, and investing the latter 
with the power of supervising the work of the politi- 
cal officers of the Native States in ‘their respective 


divisions, expresses on this additional power given to these revenue officers, 
views very similar to those expressed by the ative Opinion (2) of last week 
and summarised, at some length, in the last weekly report. 


The Mahérdstra Mitra (5) of the 29th November, but received on the 2nd 


ee ea. a Devember, in an article, headed ‘‘ The Nizam and the 
pole of the ee ‘RB - Government of India,” referring to the compulsion, 
the -paramount Bri- : 
tish Government towards the alleged to have been used by the Government of 
Native States generally, and India, on Sir Salar Jung to dismiss his private secre- | 
ake the ae 8 Govern- tary, Mr. Oliphant, accuses the paramount English \ 
at qmhans cree Government of acting with increasing high-hand- . 
edness and arbitrariness towards the few helpless Native States which are still | 
allowed to drag along a degraded existence. One successful act of high-hand- 
edness encourages the British Government to proceed to another. Having | 
successfully deposed the ex-Gaikwar Malhdérr4w from -his ancestral gadi, it has 
commenced the same aggressive policy towards the Government of the Nizam. 
The nomination of Colonel Meade to the residentship at Hyderabad, cre ted 
_ apprehensions in the minds of several shrewd persons regarding the futur 
prospects of this important Native State. It was hoped, however, that as 
‘unlike the unhappy Baroda, Hyderabad was fortunate in having one of the 
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ablest, and wisest Native administrators for its Diwdn, and as justice generally 


triumphs under the British rule, the above fears would prove groundless. But 
those fears have again begun to be revived. The writer then refers to the alleged 
irritation of the y, air me of India caused oy a defeat in @ controversy with 
the Diwén of the Nizam about the question of the restoration of the Berars; to 
the alleged studied insults inflicted on Sir Salar Jung at Delhi at the time of 
the Imperial 3 and, lastly, to the dismissal of Mr. Oliphant, and 
blames the’ Government of India for adopting this crooked and vexatious 
course, and sees in it a desire on its part to absorb the Nizam’s territories. 
He even fears that Hyderabad may cease to exist as an independent Native 
State within the official term of its present Resident. The conduct of Govern- 
ment and of its officers is becoming strange. But the writer warns Government 
that excess often leads to disastrous consequences. We devoutly 
continuance of the British rule in this country, because we believe this rule to 
be very beneficial to our permanent interests; but we fear our misfortune 
may, perhaps, deprive us of this boon. (The Arunodaya (10) of the 2nd 
Deoediber i has a leader on the same subject expressing simular views). 


wish for the 


The Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 28th November, but reeeived on the 2nd 


Expresses the deep and sin- 
cere gratitude of the ple 
of this country to the English 
nation, for its poe and 
prompt aid for the relief of 
the sufferers from the recent 
famine in Southern India. 


and sincere gratitude, an 


the two nations. 


December, in an article, headed “ A Praiseworthy Act 
of the Enghsh Nation,” very heartily and warmly eulo- 
gises the people of Great Britain for the is set and 
eevee’ aid have given to the sufferers from the 
ate famine in Southern India, and observes that this 
generosity of the English nation is sure to be remem- 
bered long by the people of this country with deep 


The same contains a communicated article, headed “ The Ratndgiri Revenue 


Very severely censures the 
Superintendent of the Reve- 
nue Survey of the Ratnagiri 
Division for prohibiting _his 
subordinates from seeking 
situations in the Revenue 
Survey Department, recently 
omnia by the Nizam’s Gov- 
ernment, and denounces the 
prohibition as unjust, cruel, 
and oppressive. 


Survey Depart 


Survey,” the writer of which states that an order has 


d to strengthen the cordial feelings existing between — 


been recently issued from the office of the Superintend- | 


ent, prohibiting the subordinates of this (Revenue 
Survey) department from ‘resigning their present 
situations, in order to accept appointments in the 
Revenue Department newly opened by the Nizam’s 
Government, and severely complains of the harshness 
and injustice of the prohibition. He points out the 
exceeding lowness and consequent inadequateness of 
the salaries given to the subordinates in the Revenue 


ment of the British Government, and alludes to the great harsh- 


ness and sg eapt with which these subordinates are constantly treated by their 


superiors. 


nder these circumstances to prohibit these poor subordinates from 


improving their prospects and seeking better-paid situations, is extremely unjust 


. 


and oppressive, and reflects no credit on those who issue such cruel orders. 


~The Arunodaya (10) 


Makes a few criticisms on 
the recent Government resolu- 
tion on theannual reportof the 
Registration Department, and 
approves of the reforms 
ordered therein with the view 
of putting the department 


- Ona sounder footing. - 


the 2nd December devotes an article to the notice 
of the recent Government resolution on the annual 
report of the Registration Department for the year 
1876-77. It appears from the report that in ‘ the 
districts of Belgaum, Dharwar and Satara more docu- 
ments were registered during the. year under report 
than in the year immediately Tove tn 

districts of Broach, Khandesh and*Ahmednagar the 
number of the registrations fell short of that of the 


by the authorities to the same cause, namely, the prevalence of the famine in all 


these districts. The Arunodaya wonders at this reasoning 
the famished people borrowed more 


2n Pp 8—l12 , 


of theirs. If because 


a 


. 


< - 


; while in the — 


receding year. Both these results, though opposite to each other, are attributed. he 


/ 


largely, there was a larger number of regis- 


5 ; 
trations in the former districts, how was it that the same cause produced exact- 
ly the opposite result in the latter districts ?. It cannot be sai presets: ay 
of the three former districts are more solvent than those of the latter, and that, 
therefore, they could borrow, and the latter could not. For, the of the 
Satara District cannot be sup to be economically better off than the ryots 
of Khandesh. Nor can the ryots of the Belgaum and Dharwar districts be 
believed to be better circumstanced than those of the Khandesh and Ahmed- 
— districts. ‘Again, the famine statistics show that the former districts 

ered much more severely than the latter. While the cause assigned for the 
decrease of registrations in the Khandesh, Ahmednagar and Nasik districts is 
so unsatisfactory, the authorities do not make even an attempt to account for 
the phenomena occurring in the Broach District. The writer then refers to the 
severe strictures passed by Government on the report, and to the measures 


adopted to put the department on a sounder footing, and approves of them gene- 
rally and praises Government for effecting the reforms. 


The same, in another article, headed “ The Famine, The Land Revenue and 
is ig es rie _ hig egrewnd ON to _ ais 
which has taken piace between the Government 0 
8g pd Boden aye rong petra India and that of Bombay on the above subject, and 
ofthe assessment of 1876-77 ‘ which has been recently published, observes that some 
in the succeeding yan and of the facts stated in this correspondence deserve to be 
itis te eile Mo arrears noticed. Out of Rs. 2,62,99,590 due as land revenue 
of the year from the ryots, the Bombay Government 
has succeeded in realizing in 1876-77 Rs. 2,33,40,250, though the year was one 
of famine; and out of the remaining balance, Rs. 2,15,110 only have been 
remitted, while Rs. 27,41,230 have been put down as outstandings to be 
recovered in the next year. His Excellency the Governor observes in his 
minute that, as the latter rains have been copious, he thinks the ryots will find 
no difficulty whatever to pay off this balance in addition to the annual assess- 
ment. The statement of His Excellency will naturally lead one to infer that 
the ryots are in a prosperous condition ; but information obtained from other 
sources militates against the' above inference. It is true that the latter rains 
have been plentiful; but in many cases the ryots have not been able to sow their 
fields at all. The cultivating classes are notoriously poor, and the famine 
has added to their distress. They have no means of cultivation, such as-bul- 
locks, seed, &c. To say, under these circumstances, that the ryots will find no 
difficulties in paying off the outstanding balance due from them for the last 
year’s assessment of the current year, is to assert what is far from true. The 
Government of India asks the Government of Bombay to be careful not to 
exercise oy hog pressure or severity in realising these arrears; and the 
Arunodaya hopes that the latter will carry out these humane orders in its 
dealings with the agricultural ryots. The experience of the last year prevents 
it from being very sanguine about the realization of this hope. In the opinion 
of the Arunodaya, it would be much more humane, and in the long run a wiser 
policy, to write off altogether the comparatively small balance of a few lakhs of 
upees than to keep it hanging over the heads of the unfortunate ryots who 
have already suffered so much from the late dire calamity. 


The Shubha Suchak (15) of the 30th November, but received on the and 
Condemns the new Stamp December, also contains a cy Ba er condemning | 
fore the Legislative | 


Bill now lying before theIm- the new Stamp Bill now lying 


; 


perial Legislative Council. Council of India, as a very oppressive and vexatious | 
measure calculated to reduce the ryots to poverty, The arguments used in the | 


condemnation of the proposed law are the same as those used by other verna- 
cular papers in denouncing this Bill. They have been fully noticed in previous. 


weekly reports, ) 
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The Hitechchhu (21) 


Laments over an alleged 
change for the worse in the 


policy of Government towards 


the old rights of the people, 
and over the 

of subserviency shown by the 
local Governments to the Gov- 
ernment of India and by the 
latter to the Secretary of 
State for India. - 


6 


of Kalddgi of the 2nd December, in an article, headed 


“ The English Policy and the Decline of Justice, ” com- 
lains of ‘the deterioration of the policy of the British 
ndian Government. It observes that the strange 

srr of Government = age which our 
egislative mints are poseing ing fo ay to 

very plainly show that the policy ef our Engli was 


-has been ~— forsaking its old path and turning 
into a wrong direction. It is deteriorating into the 


despotism of the hateful old Mahomedan rulers. All 


the authorities, from the highest Viceroy to the lowest 
soem evince @ love for arbitrariness and disregard of the old rights of the ryote. 
is is extremely to bé deplored. Up to this time there were gradually nsing 
tribunals one above the other, where the people, if they found themselves 
wronged, could go to seek redress of their grievances. But people are losing 
their trust in those tribunals. T have begun to suspect that the object of 
Her Majesty’s assuming the despotic title of Empress of India was probably to 
deprive them of their ancient rights. A recent discussion st one of the meet- 
ings of the Bombay Legislative Council showed that our law-givers were govern- 
ed more by the wishes of the Government of India than-by the sound principles 
of justice and equity. The writer also refers to the extract from a despatch 
from the Secretary of State for India, which was recently quoted by the Honor- 
able Mr. Hope at one of the meetings of the Supreme Legislative Council, and 
was noticed by the Native Opinion (2) in a recent article, and observes that this 
extract shows what hope there is for the people of this’ country of obtaining 
protection of their ancient rights even at the hands of the Home Government. 
It is not even a year since the solemn assurance given in 1858 to the people of 
this country, that their old rights would be scrupulously protected, was once 
more publicly and solemnly confirmed by Her Gracious Majesty’s great repre- 
sentative; and yet within such a short time we see so great a change in the 
views of Her Majesty’s ministers regarding the rights of the people. The 
change is beneficial neither to the true interests of Government nor to those 
of the people. . 


The A'ryawarta Panchdnan (40) of the 5th December has an article, headed 
Animadverts on the new  _ ne Forest Bill and an Important Suggestion.” Like 
Forest Bill now lying before Other vernacular papers which have already noticed 


the Imperial LegislativeCoun- this Bill, the Panchkénan also denounces it as very 
pele be Far on its 14th harsh and oppressive, and highly calculated to cause 


much hardship andannoyance tothe ignorantandsimple 
ryots of the mofussil. The writer particularly refers to Sections XIV. and XXVI., 
and pronounces them to be very arbit and oppressive. He censures the 
originators of the Bill for framing them, and the Select Committee for allowing 
them to stand without proposing any modifications in the interests of the ryots. 
Government is earnestly requested not to enact such harsh and oppressive’ laws 
as are likely to cause great annoyance and oppression to the people, and, thereby, 
to create a feeling of discontent in their minds. The people are also exhorted 
to protest against such measures as they think are calculated to injure ran 
interests. | 


The Aitechchhu (43) of Ahmedabad of the 29th oramber, bes received “i 

ee the 2nd December, accuses England of having acted 
Presse Spe serbia te and of still acting unjustl e rds India. The, 
ly towards India, and prays Hitechchhu observes that India does not wish that) 
her to cease to doany more England should take pity on it for thé sad condition 
eee | into which it has fallen through the recent famine, | 
and should give it a pecuniary gif to relieve it from the distress ; it only wishes. 
that England should act towards it with simple j ustice. England’s unjust de-— 
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mands on India are one of the causes which have reduced this country to great 
poverty. The Hitechchhu enumerates, at some length, what these demands are, 
and makes a few pr remarks about their injustice. It says that the 
English nation has no right to ask for annual expenditure the large amount 
spent upon the Ifidia Office in England, which not only is of no advantage but 
is actua Y detrimental to the interests of India. The: Secre of State for 
India and his deputy are frequently to be seen opposing the motions sometimes 
made in Parliament by liberal-minded members in the interests of this country. 


The Lords of the English Treasury draw upwards of thirteen lakhs of rupees on. 


account of the postal expenditure incurred by England, from the Indian reve- 
nues without just cause. For instance, the cost of carrying on postal communi- 
cation between Bagdad and Bussora is forty-eight thousand rupees, and it is 
charged to India, which derives no benefit whatever from this postal communi- 
cation. Telegraphic communication between England and India is maintained 
at a pecuniary loss. England and India should equally divide this loss between 
them. But it is not so; and India is made to pay the whole, which annually 
amounts to about three lakhs of rupees. India is made to pay the cost of main- 
taining political agencies in Persia, China, and several other foreign countries 
and ports, while England derives benefits from these agencies and India does 
not. India also pays England about three-and-a-half krors of rupees for military 
expenses with at India has no concern. India is made to pay for the main- 
tenance of a lunatic asylum and a Civil Engineering College in England. She 
is also charged with about seventy lakhs of rupees for interest payable on a 
portion of the English debt with which India has no connection. After making 
a few observations in regard to that debt, and after quoting from the Calcutta 
Statesman an extract, describing the injustice done to India by England in 
several matters, the Hiteehchhu observes that Mr. Knight’s observations are 
very hard; but when the great poverty of India and the great riches of England 
are taken into consideration, the demands made by England on the Indian 
Treasury, without justice, appear to be a great blot on the fair fame of England. 
If England heartily wishes to do justice to India, it must cease to commit this 
injustice and desist from charging to India such expenses as those of the recep- 
tion of the Sultan of Turkey by Bilan, the Abyssinian war, the mission to 
Zanzibar, and such other expenses. The tyrannical Mahomedan emperors 
plundered one province of India and enriched another province of it, because 
they resided in the country. But England has reduced India to poverty and 
has assisted America, Russia, Turkey and Egypt with money, which there is 
no hope of England getting back from those countries. In conclusion, the 
Hitechchhu prays the people of England to duly consider the above representa- 
tion, and cease to do injustice to poor India. 


A correspondent of the same, bac ch so pawn oh 308 nt there 1s 
not a single public well on the road between that town 

Retuasie the Collector of 4" h, ‘village of Chandrdla’, » distance of 14 miles 
construction of a wellon the This road is much used, and the large number of 
road between Prénte] and trgyellers who use it suffer much from the ab- 
Chandrila. | sence of water. It is to be regretted that a few 
months ago a traveller actually died from great thirst. The Mdmlatdér of 


Prantej is said to haye twice written to the Collector of Ahmedabad to sanction | 
the sinking of a well on this road, but no attention has been paid to the sugges- — 
tion. Mr. Borrodaile is requested to give sanction immediately to construct a 


a well on this road. 


The Guzerat Mitra (44) of the 2nd 2 ge dt Gay te eon a joy me 
rlidiaaliceiitt likes announcement, made recently by His Excellency Sir 
Pein tnaheing 5 ct we hao Richard Tem ple in his ak a Bhaunagar, that 
_bligh a college at Ahmedabad; Guzerat will soon get two colleges: one at Ahmedabad, 


thanks Government for this a; : aie ; SORES wml Re 
‘debian’ ha joalion, hae thee and another at Rajkot, for the benefit ‘of the people of 


that important province, and observes that the news is 
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horts the ~people to make a a Wy Mie eee Aa Ge | 
ih das of ah a sure to send a thrill of joy through the heart of eve 
ioral edneation, io" geod Gruserathi and make him feel deeply thankfal to Hi 


English Government is bee Excellency. These institutions, when established, are — 


a sure to prove great blessings to the people, who will 
be able to get a high education for their sons nearer their homes and at compara- 
tively less expense. All this is very fortunate. ‘The writer only hopes that the 
people of this country will understand better the real value of the good education 


the generous British Government 1s conferring upon them, and make a better use | 


of it than they seem to do at present. They ought to look on it as the means 
not only of preparing them for Government offices, but of enabling them to 
find out independent occupations and sustain the struggle with the world with 
success. 


A correspondent of the same makes a suggestion for the favourable consi- 
Points out the urgent want “eration of the Committee, recently appointed to 
of a good water-supply for consider and report upon the best scheme for supplying 
the city of Surat, and ad- the city of Surat with a good supply of drinking- 
vooates 2 we vgn _ water. The city of Surat, says the writer, depends 
ste, Sco that purpose, «OT. its annmual supply of drinking water on an old and 
: rude system. ‘The le have in their houses deep 
tanks constructed for storing the rain water during the wet season, and they 


are obliged to depend upon this supply Sonthe whole year. If the rainy season. 
the 


proves scanty the tanks remain dry an people suffer dreadfully. Again, 
the water thus stored having no free communication with the atmospheric air 
and light, becomes unhealthy. The city is also notoriously liable to disastrous 
fires. -All these circumstances make it highly necessary to provide it with a 
good and copious supply of water as soon as possible, both for its health and 
safety. In fact, it more urgently wanted this supply than it needed the Tapti 
bridge, which has been recently constructed at an enormous cost. The writer 
suggests that if the river be dammed near Wardché and its water brought into 
the city, the great want of its inhabitants would be removed without any great 
expense. There is a project for damming the Kankard-creek near Surat and 
to bring into the city the rain’ water collected there. But the writer disap- 
proves of this project, and observes that during the years when there are scanty 
rains this project would prove a failure ; and it is not wise to spend money on 


an uncertain project. (A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr (45) of the 


7th December also gives preference to the Wardché project.) 


The Rdst Goftér (48) of the 2nd December, in referring to the new arrange- 
States that it would be bet- ment by which the denomination of the Revenue 
ter were the Stétes of Pélan. Commissioners has been changed to that of Commis- 
ur, Radhanpur, &c., andthe signers, and by which they are entrusted with the 
raed jagirs of the Southern guypervision of, Political Officers in charge of certain 
eR ‘ the pe Moos Native States in their respective divisions, observes 


which the Native States have that under the new arrangement the different political 


been placed under the control officers who hitherto corresponded direct with Goy- 


of the RevenneCommissioners ernment are in future to carry on the correspondence 
ware 07 00 ae to be through their respective Commissioners ad to be 
amenable to their orders. The Mardthé portion of 

the Press hag raised its voice against this ney system, as it believes that the 
hew arrangement will raise some difficulties in the administration of the Native 
States. But the large States of Baroda and Kutch and even the. smaller States 
under the Political Agent of Kattywar have been exempted from the new arrange- 
ment, and a large portion of the Native States of this peesiceney: which are 

y and which have hitherto been under the control of t 

in whose territorial limits they are situated, are brought under the new arrange- 
ment; and, consequently, no difficulties are likely to arise in their cases. 
6n P1—12 : 


e respective Collectors 


ce hee 
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However, had the States of Palanpur, Rédhanpur, Dharampur and two or three 
more, and the large jdgirs of the Southern Maratha Country been exempted 
from the new arrangement, there would have been no ground whatever for 
complaint against the new arrangement, x 


' 


The same, in a leader, headed ‘‘ The threatened Invasion of the Back Bay 


Wishes that middle class 
Europeans would not be allow- 
ed to raise houses on the Back 
—- oe which is the 
only p or an airing to the 
Native residents of Bombay. 


Foreshore, ” observes thatthe rumour about building 
residences for the middle class Europeans on the 
Back Bay foreshore has once more appeared, and that 
it behoves the ns who have at heart the protec- 
tion of Native interests to make a movement for the 


final abolition of this rumour. The Back Bay fore-. 


shore has been obtained by Bombay at a considerable sacrifice of money, which 
has brought only a little more ground than the original Back Bay shore. The 
Native residents of Bombay had once the esplanade for their evening walks 
and relaxation. It has been latterly cut up and disfigured, under the del usive 
hope of raising “ Frere Town” on it, and has been made worthless for evening 
walks, ete. The Back Bay foreshore has toa small extent supplied the place 
of the late esplanade for an evening recreation, and it ought to be preserved 
permanently from any kind of invasion on it. It is the only piece of ground 
in Bombay on which the Bombayites can breathe the invigorating fresh sea- 
breeze; and it is hoped Government will not allow the selfish Europeans to 
deprive the public of it. The public, it is hoped, will not neglect to raise its 
voice a the selfish Pmsent 2 Sir Richard Temple protected ey from 
the selfish demand of the middle class Europeans in connection with the Victoria 
Gardens, and His Excellency will not, it is hoped, fail to protect the Back Ba 
foreshore from their encroachment. Europeans reside at Malabar Hill, Breac 
Candy and other airy and healthy quarters, and can go for an airing to the best 
airing places of Worl, Khambala, Apollo Pier, and Colaba. The Natives, who 
reside in thickly populated and comparatively dirty quarters of the town, have 
no other place for enjoying the fresh air than the Back Bay foreshore, and it 
should therefore be protected from all invasion. 
The same highly approves of the orders issued by the Government of 
{india to the Bombay Government for the abolition 


Approves of the ordersof of the Municipal transit duties in this Presidency. 


the Government of India to 
abolish Municipal transit 
duties in this Presidency. 


The Rédst Goftar describes at some length how these 
duties are prejudicial to trade and commerce and 


to the interest of the poor people, and what great 


advantages will be derived from their abolition after the 31st instant. 


The Samsher Béhdd 


Complains that Native 
residents of Ahmedabad 
attacked with cholera are 
sent out of that town to 
Kagdapeth, while Europeans 
attacked with the same epi- 
demic are permitted to enter 
the town, 


salaries they get at an 


yet Europeans attacked with cholera are permitted to be brought to the town, 
while the Natives attacked with the same epidemic are separated from their | 


relations and sent to Kégddpeth. This is’une of the instances of the conduct of 
the mofussil authorities acting against justice and fair play. ~~ re 


ur (54) of the 30th November, but received on the 


8rd December, asks, under the head “ Local,” - the 

uestion—“ Is this English Justice?” to prohibit the 

atives attacked with cholera from coming into the 
town of Ahmedabad, and to permit Europeans attack- 
ed with the same epidemic to be taken intoit. The 
Europeans always reside out of the city, do not keep 
any town residences, have no relations or connections 


» there, and ean secure comforts on account of the high 
. y place outside the town. The Natives have their.re- 
lations and connections in the towns, and the sick persons cannot get atten 
dance for themselves from any others than these relations or connections. 


. 


\\ 


i 


10 
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The Ahmedabad Samdchdr (55) of the 28th November, but received on the 


Shows the necessity of the 
appointment of an Assistant 
Ju at Ahmedabad with 
the delay. 


8rd December, states that the Judge and Session 
Judge of Ahmedabad is as yet engaged in the dis- 

of the session cases, and has not been able 
this month) to dispose of the appeal and other cases. 
6 alone is unable to do the entire work of the two 


zillahs of Ahmedabad and Kaira, and the people suffer great inconveniences from 


this state of things. 


It behoves the Government, therefore, to appoint an 


Assistant Judge for Ahmedabad with the least delay. 


Municipalities. 


The Surya Prakdsh (42) of the 1st December, but received on the 2nd, 


Asks the muzicipality of 
Surat to remove from the 
Wariawi gate quarter lime, 
brick and other kilns, which 
are a great nuisance. 


censures the municipality of Surat for permitting lime, 
brick and other kilns to remain and to be worked near 
the Wariéwi gate of that town. These kilns area great 
nuisance, which has spoiled the health of the town, 


and the residents of the quarter near these kilns com- 


plain of their proving a great nuisance to them. It behoves the municipality 
to remove these kilns from the Waridwi gate quarter. . 


The Hitechchhu (43) of Ahmedabad of the 29th November, but received on 


Complains that a public 


road outside the Shapur gate — 


of the city of Ahmedabad has 
been of late made a crema-. 
tion ground. 


the 2nd December, states that formerly dead bodies were 
burnt near the Amli tree of Nddarsha pir ; but they are 
now burnt on the upper bank (of the river) outside the 
Shépur gate, and thus a public road is made a crema- 
tion ground. The health officer of the city of Ahmed- 


abad is requested to inquire into this matter. oe 
A correspondent of the same writing from Pardntij, under date the 19th 


Complains that the town of 
Parantij contains much dirt 
and filth, and requeste its 
municipality to clean the 
town at once, as cholera is 
likely to rage in it. 


November, complains of great dust flying on the roads 
of that town, as the municipality of it does not water 
them, and of heaps of dirt in several places, and of the 
people easing themselves in all places. On account of 
these things the town has become very dirty; and 
from this filthy condition the health of the people 


has suffered, They are already suffering from fever, and two cases of cholera 


are said to have occurred lately. 


town of the 


If no steps are immediately taken to rid the 


great dirt and filth which have accumulated in it, and to keep it 


clean, there are great fears of cholera raging furiously and carrying away a 


number of the residents. 


Native States. 


The Guzerat Mitra (44) of the 2nd December contains a communication, 


Accuses the authorities of 
the Gondal State of making 
a distinction between the 
Nagar and the people of other 
castes in the matter of dis- 
pensing justice, and gives one 
more instance in support of 
the accuastion. 


headed “The Distinction in dispensing Justice made 
in the Native State of Gondal] between the Nagars and 
Persons of other Castes, No. VI.,” the writer of which 
adds one instance more in support of the charge, very 
similar to those which have appeared in the meg tony 
numbers of the Guzerat Mitra, and which have beer 
more fully noticed in the previous weekly reports. ' 


The Rast Goftdr (48) of the 2nd December expresses satisfaction with the 


Expresses satisfaction with 
the administration of Kutch 
for the year 1876-77 as de- 


~ Seribed in the report for that 
year, - 


oN P 8—12 


had expressed a few words observing that the right 
man had at last been appointed to manage this 


administration of Kutch during the official year 1876-| 

77. It observes that on the appointment of Raw, 
Béhddur Manibhéi Jasbhdi as the Diwdén of Kutch, it! 
tate 


. . 
F 


Te ee ee ee 


11 
The report of the administration of it for 187 6-77 shews that the Diwdn has 


shewn several signs within the short time he has been ing this State, of 
being able to fulfil, in time, the high expectations formed about him. He has 
introduced several praiseworthy reforms in the administration. He has annihi- 
lated the foul khatpat of the Darbdris of the State, which had before him put 
the administration into the hands of more than six Diwdns, one after another, 
within a dozen years. When he assumed the reins of the State, mismanage- 
ment existed in every department of it. He has commenced a new survey of 
the whole State, for which the late Raw Prégmalji was so very desirous. He 
minutely scrutinized the laws and the departments of justice, jails, police, pub- 
lic works, and the revenue, and has placed them on a new footing, and has 
brought propositions before the Council for making further improvements in them. 
He is very anxious to advance popular education in the State, and to establish 
a school of industry and arts. ‘The work of the latter institution is satisfactoril 
progressing. If the Diwdén gets some of the industries of the State whic 
are praised even in Europe, improved by the advanced arts of Europe, and 
otherwise introduces the improved arts of the latter country, he will lay the 
Kutchis under a deep and permanent obligation. 


The Samsher cee (45) of the 30th “epg but received on oe “ete 
. December, states that a ar rumour prevails that 
Bey Nec - ra the death of a solicitor has taken place at Pdliténa 
eath at Péliténa of asolicitor under suspicious circumstances. He was one of the 
Pas ace” Shoe isrumoured golicitors who were engaged by the Thékor to repre- 
pres ce Sasori or Susp’ sent his complaints to His Excellency the Governor 
against the Mahomedans and the Bréhmins. He 
claimed about ten thousand rupees from the Thékor, and had gone to Pdéliténa 
to settle the account, in doing which a dispute arose between him and Chief. 
If this report be true, the popular surmise that the Thdkor may have brought 
about his death for fear of the deceased making use of his knowledge of the 
Thakor’s affairs against that Chief, may also be true. Considering the past — 
conduct of this Chief, the surmise may not be false. Hence it behoves the ~ 
British Government to make strict inquiries into the cause of the alleged 
suspicious death of the solicitor. | 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 11th December 1877. 
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A correspondent of the Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 10th December, writing 


Expresses great astonish« 
ment at the police at the fair 
held in the village of Nirmal, 
near Bassein, coolly allowing 
the crime of gambling to be 
most openly committed in 
public places ; and also accuses 
the same policeof high-handed 
conduct in other matters. 


3 


/ 


The Public Administration. 


from Bassein, states that he lately went to a village, 
named Nirmal, about six miles from Bassein, to see a 
fair held: there. He saw at.that place a. large number 
of people most openly gambling in the public stréets, 
and the police coolly looking on without taking the 


least notice of it. The writer was exceedingly astonish- 


ed at this conduct of the police, whom he accuses 
of high-handed and arbitrary behaviour in other: 


matters, and gives two instances in support of the 
accusation. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 9th December, in a leader headed ‘‘ Merciful 
Deliverance ; or, the Fuller Case in Assam,” notices, 

‘ / oe "ae - ‘us at some length, the case of McGregor. ‘Though 
McGregor. ’ Government and its officers regard the Native Press 
with severe displeasure,” says the Opinion, “ we do not 

know how that Press can help speaking out what it believes to be the popular 
mind, as long as it enjoys the liberty of speech, on such cases when they recur 
so often.” When a law has been made prohibiting that Press to utter nothing 
but the praises of Government and Europeans, all adverse criticism will, of 
course, cease. In Assam a European beat a Native so severely that the latter 
died in the course of thirty-six hours from the effects of that beating. The usual 
form of a criminal trial was gone through in the Calcutta High Court, and the 
European accused was sentenced to six months’ rigorous imprisonment. After 
giving a pretty full account of the case, that his readers may judge for them-. 
selves whether or not fair justice was done in it, the writer observes that the 


above account clearly shows the respectable character of Mr. McGregor, the 


enlightenment and christianity of the learned counsel for the defence, who 
tried. to make out that the béating administered by the accused to the deceased 
had its foundation in a feeling as merciful and affectionate as that which 
parents entertain towards their children, and the thoughtfalness, love of justice 
and impartiality of the gentlemen of the jury. The sentence of the judge must, 
of course, be considered as perfectly just and equitable. We leave it to our read- 
ers to say whether the trial would have ended in the same way had there been 
a Native in the place of Mr. McGregor. The Native Press is helpless, if it 1s 
condemned for declaiia that, in the opinion of the people, there has been a 
clear failure of justice in the above case. (The Guzerat Mitra (44) of the 9th 


December and the Dnyan Prakash (8) of the 13th idem also devote long leaders 
to the notice of this case.) 


The Dnydn Prakash (3) of the 10th December, in an article referring to a 
recent Government resolution ordering a fresh census 


The fresh census which to be taken, on the night ofthe 19th January next, of 


Government intends to take 
of the inhabitants of certain 
talukas in certain districts, 
is condemned as a defective 
scheme ; and a prayer is made 
to Government to order the 


census of all the talukas of 


all districts recently visited 
by the famine. 


distress was eal felt less 


chosen the talukas of B 


certain talukas of the famine-stricken districts, —namely 
Sholépur, Satara, Kalddgi, Belgaum and Dharwar,—-. 
observes that it is very difficult to account for the 
choice Government has made of only two particular 
talukas of each of the abovenamed districts for taking 
a fresh census. The talukas selected by Governmen 

cannot be said, with truth, to be the talukas in which) 
the distress was felt most severely... For instance, 


keenly in the Mélsiras Taluka than i those of Sdngola 
and Madha, the talukas selected by Government. _ 


Again, Government has 


4galkot and Bad4mi from the Kalddgi District ; but it is. 
notorious that the southern talukas of this district did not feel ie -6on 


ith of 
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it is likely to lead to some very erroneous conclusions. 
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what was experienced by its northern talukas, which are adjacent to the Shol4- 
pur District. The vey a and Bhimthari talukas of the Poona District suffered 


intensely from the late famine ; but thut district has been altogether omitted 
from the above resolution, and it is hard to discover the ground of this omission. 
What is said above about the talukas selected by Government from the districts 
of Shol4pur and Kalddgi, is more or less true of the talukas selected from the 
Belgaum, Satara and Dharwar districts. Thus, the arrangement made by Gov- 
ernment for the new census is evidently one-sided. and defective, and the 
information derived from it will not prove of much use or of importance; nay, 
The writer requests 
Government to give up this imperfect plan and to order a fresh census of all the 
talukas of all the famine-stricken districts. He further requests that the census 
should not be confined to the inhabitants, but should include information about 
the number of the cattle, ploughs and such other agricultural stock now existing 
in these districts. This information, if properly collected, would prove of the 
vreatest use and importance to Government and to the public. (The Yajdn. 
Parast (50) of the 9th December also makes the last recommendation.) 


The Bodha Sudhakar (6) of the 5th December, but received on the 9th, in 


a long leader repeats the old complaint that the 


Accuses the European (Covenanted Civil Service of this country is generally 


authorities of being influenced 


by favoritism aid such other 
improper motives in distri- 
buting the patronage in their 


recruited, not from the patricians, but from the plebeian 
classes of England ; and, therefore, many of our admi- 
nistrators are of narrow ideas and contracted and 


gift. illiberal notions. we 6 often get puffed up by the 
great powers invested in them, insult the people, 
enforce their own prejudices against or in favor of certain castes or classes, and 
are often regulated in distributing the patronage in their gifts, not by the con- 
sideration of merit, but by recommendations or by worse influences. ‘They are 
now and then actuated by favoritism and nepotism in giving lucrative posts to 
their own countrymen ; and in support of the last assertion the Sudhdékar refers 
to the case of Mr. Jardine of the Bombay Civil Service. 


A correspondent of the same, after thanking Mr. Moore, the District Ma- 

bi gistrate of Satara, for introducing properly stamped 

_ Requests the District Ma- measures and weights into the city of Satara, and for 
the traders and shop-keepers Protecting thereby the people trom the frauds of the 
to use any wooden measures, wong traders and shopkeepers, requests that officer 
and tocompelthemtoemploy to prohibit altogether the use of wooden measures and 


those of metal ; and also asks ‘ali 
bie’ 40 oblige Wha dealers in to compel the use of the metalic ones. The wooden 


"_ milk, butter, oil, &c., to use Measures can be filled in and made shorter. Again, 


when wet they swell and their capacity decreases. 
The Magistrate is also requested to oblige the milk, 
butter and oil-sellers to get their measures stamped as other traders get theirs. 


The Kiran (9) of the 9th December, in an article, headed “ Commissioners 
es ent for CMe next to Empress,” referring to the recent Gov- 
eniaiicattie eniid “ pace tofthe ernment resolution, changing the Revenue Commis, 
Third RevenueCommissioner- sioners into simple Commissioners, and adding to 


stamped measures only. 


ship for this rar 4 in their powers by Livin them authority to supervise _ 


these days of financial diffi- 


culty. the work of the political officers in their several divi-| 


i 


sions, observes that, as the present year was ushered | 


in by exalting our Queen into an Empress, so its successor is to be signalised 


by converting our old Revenue Commissioners into simple Commissioners, and | 
us, the late famine, | 
though it proved a dire trial to the poor ryots, has proved,a blessing to several. 


by making an important addition to their powers. 


of the ruling race. For instance, it has proved an exceptionally fruitful source 


of income to our Railway Companies. It has also enabled Government to. 
create several new and handsome berths for its countrymen. ile Govern- ; 
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ment is striving to reduce paltry posts held by the Natives, in order to effect 


economy, it is ever adding to the State expenditure in adding to the salaries of 
its European Officers and by creating new posts for them. The article con- 
cludes with giving the substance of the Government resolution referred to above. 


(The A'ryawarta Panchdnan (40) of the 8th December, but received on the 10th, 
makes similar remarks on this subject). | | 


The same, in another leader, headed ‘“‘ The Land Revenue and Sir Richard 
| Temple,” referring to the correspondence, recently 
Pee — the correctness of Hublished, between the Government of Bombay and 
8 of Sir Richard Tem- . . 
ple regarding the solvency of the Supreme Government, regarding the realization 
the ryots of this presidency. Of the land assessment in the famine-stricken districts 
of this presidency, observes that the recent famine 
has made very-plain what ‘anxiety our rulers feel for the people, how they value 
our lives, and how eareful they are to gain and preserve money. The insuffi- 
cient rations given to the relief-labourers show that Government does not put 
any very greut value on the lives of the ryots; and the correspondence above 
referred to yom its undue and excessive love of money. The little hope the 
ryots had of obtaining remissions for the failure of their crops during the last and 
this year, must now vanish altogether after the minute of His Excellency, pub- 
lished in the above correspondence. His Excellency refuses to believe that 
the late famine has done any permanent injury to the peasantry ; and he thinks 
that this year’s crops will enable them to pay not only this year’s assessment 
in full, but the arrears of the last year. If His Excellency’s belief regarding the 
solveney of the ryots be true, they must be very extraordinary beings who 
allow their cattle to perish, abandon their families and homes, resort to the 


a but, at the same time, cheerfully pay the assessment of their lands 
in full ! 


The Arunodaya (10) of the 9th December, in an article noticing the recent 


Government resolution changing the designation of 
ia pea ier beter the Revenue Commissioners to that of simple Com- 
pera Sorwe “mmediate eu. missioners, and investing them with the additional 
periors of the political officers work of disposing of the references made by the poli- 
of the Native States in their tical officers of the Native States situated in their 
ie, eye ni agg wll ., respective divisions, expresses disapprobation of this 
pend gg arrangement, as some other vernacular papers have 

done whose views have been summarised in the previ- 
ous weekly reports. The writer sees in this arrangement an unnecessary degra- 
dation of the Native States, which have been deprived of the honor of having 
their references decided directly by Government, and which will, therefore, 
think that they have been reduced to the state of ordinary ryots. Government 
also will get no benefit whatever from this arrangement. Then why hurt the 
feelings of the Native Chiefs, by adopting an arrangement which does good 
neither to Government nor to the Native States, but only entails an expenditure 
of a costly permanent appointment? (The Indu Prakdsh (1 of the 10th De- 
cember, noticing the same measure in an editorial, headed ‘ The Third Revenue 

mmissioner,” observes that the arrangement originates simply from a desire to 
create one more fat berth for the ruling race, and not from any real state or 
administrative necessity, Properly speaking, the expenditure of the State funds 
should be regulated only by the necessities of the State, and by no other consi- 


deration whatever. It cannot be pretended that the work of the Revenue qed 


missioners has increased to justify an increase in their number. Nor can it be 


said, with truth, that there was any undue increase of work in the Political | 
Department of the Seeretariat to justify the devolving a portion of its work on the | 
Revenue Commissioners. It also cannot be said that the new arran werent = 
oftheir 


make it easier and better for the ryots of the Native States to obtain rec 


: 


| 


} 


grievances. Their complaints are very seldom about revenue matters. They 


a Dw > 4 “ ae : 
nit Sethe . 
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are mostly ap 
civil and criminal cases F 


. Tee ee a td re 
» 


and on 


authorities to dispose 0 


these appeals in & 


ed with joy by the 


regular judicial way, 


6 


from the decisions of the authorities in the Native Statesin 
and the revenue officers are not, certainly, the best - 
these oopen They will certainly not do the work a 
bit better than it was hitherto 

riat. Had Government 


ne by the Political D it of the Secreta- 


appointed an experienced judicial officer to dispose of 


e arrangement would have been hail- 


ryots of the Native States, though the propriety of saddling 


the salary of such a post on the tax-payers of the British territories would have 
still remained very questionable. The Hitechchhu (21) of Kalddgi of the 9th 
December also has a leader on this subject condemning the measure in strong 


terms.) 


The Khandesh. Waibhaw (18) of the 7th December, but received on the 11th, : 


Severely censures Govern- 
ment for using rigor in exact- 
ing the land assessment of 
this year in full, and de- 
nounces the efforts as cruel 
zoolum on the poverty-strick- 


en ryots. 


and wonders how a Gov 
the sowkérs is acting towards them (the 


under the 


power of those same money-lenders. The poli 


in an article headed “ An Unbearable Oppression. 
of Government in connection with the Land Assess- 
ment,” denounces the firm rigor Government is using 
in realizing the land-assessment of this year from the 
cultivating ryots, as hard-hearted and cruel tyranny. 
The writer once more refers to the pitiable condition 
to which the peasantry is reduced by the recent famine, 


ernment which is enacting laws to save the ryots from 


ots) in such a way as to force them 
the Government ‘is 


following is not wise, and is sure to lead to disastrous results. 


The same, in another article, headed “ Fuel and the T 


Complains of the prohibi- 
tion by the Collector of Khan- 
desh to cut down the khair 
trees in the i as Un- 
necessary and leading to great 

lic inconvenience, ,and 
asks that officer to cancel this 
prohibition, | 


: nny of Govern- 
ment in connection therewith,” states that the Col- 
lector of Khandesh has prohibited cutting down 
khair trees in the jungles for fuel, and this prohibition 
has enormously reise the price of fuel in the towns. 


A family whieh formerly required a rupee and a 


half for fuel per month, now requires four rupees, 
and yet finds it difficult to get the necessary quantity 
of fuel. This state of things 1s hard, vartiontaa’ 


these days of general dearness. The wood of khair trees cannot be used for 
building purposes ; it can be used only as fuel. ‘There ought to be no prohibi- 
tion, therefore, to cut down these trees for fuel. The attention of the Collector 


of the district is urgently requested to this 


popular complaint, and he is prayed 


to remove it by caneelling the above prohibition. 
The Satya Sadan Oe) of the 8th December, but received on the llth, ina 


Makes a strong attack on 
the new Stamp Bill of the 


Government of India, and. 
makes adverse remarks on its 


legislative policy in general, 
‘d the provisions of the 
Bill in question in particular. 


long leader, headed ‘‘ The New Stamp Bill ; or an Ex- 
orbitant Tax on Justice,” joins some of its contem- 
poraries in making a severe attack on this measure of 


the Honourable Mr. Stokes, on the same grounds as. 


have been adduced by those contemporaries. The 
article repeats, once more, the old and often-reiterated 


assertions that our 5 eae have no real work ; that 


they know nothing about the people for whom the 


legislate ; that being foreigners they are ‘not affected by their laws beneficiall 


or otherwise, while they are careless about the 
are so affected ; and that they know they can do what they 2 
ruining the poor helpless Natives. The writer alludes also to the notorious 
ryots and to the minority and consequent uselessness of the 
ative element in the legislative councils; asserts that 
duties, according’ to the existing 


verty of the 


please, and ar 


e proceeds of the stamp- 
mp-law, are more than sufficient to cover 


the expenditure of the Judicial Department ; aceuses Government of great ; 


and makes some other statements which have repeatedly appeared 
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A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (21) of Kalédgi of the 9th December, 
| states that in most of the towns of the Kaldédgi Dis- 
Complains that a tax im trict markets are held once a week, to which the peo- 


kind called Faski is levied by 
Patt co ne _ Kalsdg, n these markets some inhabitants of these towns pre- 
District. tend to have preseriptive rights of levying a sort of 
tax called Faski from the aes 

commodities. It is levied in kind. This is a great tyranny on the poor and. 
ignorant rusties. The loeal authorities are aware of the existence of this illegal 
and oppressive praetice, and still they connive at it. They are requested to. 
put it down and to relieve the poor ryots from this petty black-mail. The 
editor, in noticing the above letter, observes that if what his correspondent 
states be true, it is a pure Mogld4i, and its’ prevalence reflects great discredit on 
the local authorities, 2 


The Gueerat Mitra (44) of the 9th December states that Mr. Macpherson, 


the Acting Judge of Surat, has made a request to 


_, Disapproves of the applica- Khdén Baéhddur Déwar Rustamji Khursedji Modi, also 
od ¥ Ge- of Surat, to communicate to “the Parsis of that place 
of 1874 to the ‘ sae : ° a 
Pirsis of Surat, and advises that when a Pdrsi dies after making 4 will, the per- 
them to get the Parsilawim- sons claiming any property under it should prove the 
proved by the authorities. same and obtain a certificate to that effect ; also when 
; __ one dies without making any will, the persons claim- 
ing to administer the deceased’s property should obtain a certificate of admainis- 
tration. And if any persons fail to act in one of these two modes, the (district) 
Court will take possession of the deceased’s property and will adopt the néces- 
sary legal steps for its management. This order the Judge has issued under 
the Administrator General’s Act of 1874 ; but the same has spread consternation 
and fear among the whole of the Parsi community. Such a hard law did not 
exist either under the Hindu or Mahomedan rule, and ought not to be under 
the good English Government. The Parsis ought to petition the authorities and. 
get the Parsi law improved. If they neglect to do so, there is no doubt that 
they will incur great expenseiand experience much hardship. 


The same contains a leader, headed ‘“ The Wilful and Awkward Conduct of 

mow iegr ae ‘“our Customs Department, and the hardship suffered 
duct of the Custom’s aathor;, “thereby by the Merchants.”. The Mitra states that 
ties of the district of Surat @ Native craft of the port of Kurrachee, No. 653, 
towards the owner ofa Native tindal Jaké Ddémd, recently brought a cargo of Pore- 
sg of. the ge Bua- under stones from Porebunder to one.of the ports of 
Atos a haa ai the Surat District. By some mistake on the part of 
the tindal, the certificate of the ship was left behind at Porebunder, and he 
brought with him some other paper. On his producing that paper before the 
Customs authorities the mistake was discovered.. The officer, however, permit- 
ted the ship to be unloaded and to proceed on its voyage, on the tindal deposit- 
ing rupees fifty as a guarantee to produce the eertificate of the ship left at Pore- 
bunder. The owner of the ship. afterwards produced the certificate before the 
Customs authority, and asked back the deposit of fifty rupees. He, however, 
did not get a satisfactory reply to the demand, and, on the other hand, the 
Customs authority at Bulsar prosecuted the owner of the ship before the M4m- 
latdér of Bulsar, who fined him in the sum of rupees fifty. The tindal .had _ 
money with him to pay this fine, and consequently an order has been . issued. 
to attach the ship.. The Mitra requests the superior authorities to move in seg 
matter, and to remove the injustice done to the owner of this ship. — | 


Expression of an opinion 


le of the surrounding villages repair to buy and sell. . es 


rs who bring their | 


The same makes remarks upon the subject of the | 
PR" Rie se the change made in the denomination of the Revenue and. | 
Revenue and Police Commis-. Police Commissioners and of their sen entrusted 
sioners, with supervision of with the superintendence of the Politic Agents of — 
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the Political Officers incharge 
of the Native States, in their 
respective divisions. 


8 


certain Native States in their respective divisions, 
oR to those made by the Rést |Goftdr. (48) of last 
week, 


The Rdst Goftér (48) of the 9th December, in an article headed “ Remis- 


Prays Government to remit 
the unrecovered land revenue 
of this presidency for 1876-77, 
which Government pfoposes 
to recover next year. 


sion vs. Suspension of Land Revenue,” recommends a 
remission of the land assessment of the famine districts 
for the year 1876-77 which has remained unrecovered, 
but which Government intends to recover along with 
this year’s assessment, and supports the recommenda- 


tion by arguments similar to those addaced by other 


papers and noticed in the previous weekly reports. — 
The Desht Mitra (52) of the 6th December, but received on the 9th, states 


uests the Supermtend- 
ent of Police of the Surat 
District to make inquiries as 
to the cause of death of Day- 
ér4m, a goldsmith by caste 
and a resident of Sonifalia, 
(in the town of Surat.) 


that the Nydya Prakdsh (65) néwspaper and some 
people of Surat say that a goldsmith, named Daydr4m, 
a resident of Sonifalid (in the town of Surat) died last 
peor 6 from the effects of a severe: beating he had re- 
ceived in a dispute which had arisen on account of 
some children flying # gr kites. Butin the coroner’s 
jury it was, decided that the deceased died a natural 


death. The Deshi Mitra requests the Superintendent of Police of the Surat Dis- 
trict to make secret inquiries into the cause of the death of the goldsmith. , (The 
Guzerat Mitra (44) of the 9th December makes similar observations on this case). 


The same noticing, in its usual style, the case in which Lieutenant Wilson, 


Questions the legality of 
Lieutenant Wilson’s crimi- 
nally punishing two mer- 
pty for taking discount 
in cashing some Currency 
Notes. 


a magistrate, sentenced two respectable merchants of 
Karur, a town in the Bellary Zillah (of the Madras 
Presidency) to six months’ imprisonment and a fine of 
two hundred rupees each, for taking some currency 
notes, asks how the act can be acrime legally punishable. 


The Samsher Bahddur (54) of the 7th December, but received on the 10th, 


Disapproves of the rumonur- 
ed intention of Government 
to levy an income-tax, and 
requests Government to exer- 
cise economy in its expenses. 


joins several of its contemporaries in expressing re- 
gret; at the rumoured intention of Government to 
impose an income-tax, to make up the loss incurred 
by the heavy expenses of the recent famine in the 
Bombay and Madras presidencies. As usual, the 
Samsher pleads the inability of the people who are 


already heavily taxed to bear any further burden, and prays Government to 
curtail the State expenses, applying the scissors of economy particularly to the 
large salaries of Government servants. ‘: 


The same, in a para., headed “the Report of the Bombay Government,” 


States that the recovery of 
the greatest portion of the 
land revenue of last year by 
Government is no sign that 
the ryots of this presidency 
are in @ prosperous condition. 


in trade and commerce, and are in 


observes that while the people of this presidency have 
been suffering from a dire famine and from decrease 
great distress, the 
Bombay Government, which has through its Collec- 
tors recovered most of its land revenue, congratulates 
itself on this success. The Samsher is afraid that this 
report of the Bombay Government will lead the Gov- 


ernment of India as well as the Home authorities to believe that India is ina 
prosperous condition. . If such an impression is produced upon their mind, it 
would lead to very mischievous results. Hence it is desirable that the real 
condition of this country should be laid before them. The Collectors of revenue, 
and their subordinates have exercised harshness towards the ryots in the re-|\ 
covery of the revenue of this year. ‘This they have done to secure the good | 

es of Government. But the real state is that the cultivators of the Deccan | 
are bereft of all their metal pots, and those of Guzerat are on the brink of fall- 
ing into the same condition. ae Bou oe? oo: 
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The Ahmedabad Samdchdr (55) of the 5th December, but received on the 

. ) 11th, also complains that the new Civil Procedure 

Pn sescy soso At vaingam Code, or Act X. of 1877, is more favorable to the 
or Act Xt1877, debtor than to the creditor, and consequently there 
is a great chance of its proving prejudicial to the 

interests of the people, inasmuch as capitalists would be unwilling to give 
credits to persons in need as freely as under the old law. The new code con- 
tains many other defects, some of which may be stated here. After filing a suit 
for recovery of money on a bond or a ledger account, if the plaintiff delays to 
pay the cost of serving summonses or to point out the defendant or witnesses, 
the suit is to be struck off the file; and if he fails to make a fresh application, 
the suit will be barred if the period of limitation expires in the mean while. 
Again, after obtaining a decree, if the decree-holder fails to pay next day the 
eost of executing it or to assist in its execution, the deeree is not to be executed 
any longer. The new law prohibits the attachment of ‘abt amie d of a defendant 
or an insolvent left secretly with a third person, and the person in possession 


of the 4 is only to be served with an injunction (not to deliver it to its | 


owner). ‘This provision gives a chance tothe person-in possession to make awa 
with the property and to represent to the Court that he had no property in his 
possession. 


The Kdside Mumbay (62) of the 12th December states that there is a rumour 

in the bazér of M4him that the vendor of stamp-papers 

a ig Pang - sig at — town, Trikam Banijé, has sold the “ne of 
selling the paper to a Khojé for the sum of rupees four 

pe ae te econ hundred, and that the latter levies one anna more 


after every rupee from the poor people. The bazdr 
people loudly complain against this illegal levy. 


Munierpalities. 


A correspondent of the Indu Prakdsh (1). of the 10th December, writing 

| from Bassein states that the Municipality of that 

Wonders why the Munici- place has fixed lamp-posts in several parts of the town, 

pny py ang we a e4 and puts no lights on them. If lights are not to be 

aot ok put lights on them. ~ on _— what is the use of the lamp-posts? asks 
e writer. 


The Dharwar Writt (26) of the 6th December, but received on the 9th, 
role as a long leader on the Municipality of Dharwar. 

_ sone eee fags Referring to a vacancy which has occurred of a Muni- 
saleanty cipal Commissionership, by the death of Mr. Gangé- 
dhar Madiwalay4, the Writt asks the authorities con- 

cerned to elect a competent and industrious gentleman to fill up that vacancy, 
and offers a few names for their consideration. It then alludes to some afithe 
suggestions it made previously, and which the Committee has not been good 
enough to attend to up to this time,—such as the construetion of good gutters ; 
lighting the town at night ; providing a convenient place in the town for the 
dispensing of medicines to such poor patients as are too weak to go to the public 
dispensary sitvated at a great distance ; to pay better wages to the town-sweep- 
ers, that they may do their work more thoroughly ; and to have more carts than 


are employed at present to carry the sweepings and dirt out of the town. The | 


writer hopes that the Committee will give better attention to these reforms. 


The Rést Goftar (48) of ne 9th ea does a a? tne dia of 
: the Municipal bye-laws, recently pre by the Town 
ae eeS teint ct Count of Bombay, anil: which is shortly 40 be eab- 
ont by : Fie | Council mitted to the Municipal Corporation for scrutiny or 
lhe My ee —aifegea ero 
contin cao wha they is approval. It is true that there is ample room for 


: make improvements in the residences of the poor of 


using legal compulsion on owners of rented hot } to~ 
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Bombay ; and hence it is necessary that the Municipality should prepare a few 
requiathe bye-laws to carry out this good object. But the bye-laws prepared b 
the Town Counsil propose to invest the lower class of the Municipal servants with. 
power over diverse’ matters, an interference with which is not desirable .at all. 
A little more supervision than is exercised at present by the Health Department 
is required. The bye-laws should contain a few provisions regarding doors, . 
windows, chimneys, privies, drains, and the means about. ventilation, light and 
cleanliness. But the: bye-laws prepared by the Town Council propose inter- 
ference, with the erection of buildings and the materials to be used in them. 
This will prove very tyrannical. The investment of such uncalled for authority 
in municipal servants will only open a new door to corruption. The house- 
owners well understand their interest and do not build weak houses which will 
soon fall down Avarice, however, leads them to build rooms and places 
for the poor without due attention to their bodily comforts and the rules of 
sanitation. And hence the bye-laws should only consist of a few easy rules 
regarding the sanitation of houses, and nothing more. 


The Satya Mitra (60) of the 9th December disapproves of the resolution, 
passed by the Municipal Corporation and the Town 

_Disapproves of the sugges- Council of Bombay, to exclude from their meetings. 
tion made by the gg mm the Municipal and the Police Commissioner of Bom- 
Coen aatnde from ther Day. ‘The resolution has been passed to request Gov- 
meetings the Municipal and ernment to enter a clause to that effect in the amend- 
the Police Commissioners. ed Municipal Act, which is being prepared in th 
| Legislative Council. But considering the very: little 
knowledge possessed by the Council and the Corporation of the city about its 
municipal affairs, and the great knowledge of the same matters possessed by the 
Municipal and the Police Gomaibdesioners it is urgently necessary for the good 
of the city that both these officers should have seats in the Corporation and the 
Council as given to them by the existing law. The Mitra hopes Government 


will not adopt the suggestion of the Corporation and the Town Council. 


The Bhomiyo (63) of the 12th December complains that both the police 

: and the municipal servants of the town of Surat often 

Complains that both the neglect to run at once to extinguish a street fire. ‘At 
police ahd the municipal ser- aboyt 8 in the evening of last Monday, the grass 
pact bs So hag soe rca heaps of Dasturgi Dordbji and some others in Rastam- 


in the town ofS q pura caught fire. If the necessary aid had timel 
poche ms * eneei hialendh te reached they would not have been completel wan f 


support of the complaint. § as they were. Both the men of the fire-engines and 


the police were near the spot of the fire, and they 
deserve censure for the complete burning of the grass. The Municipal Secre- 
tary is asked to keep a better supervision over the men of the fire-engines, who 
are given to get drunk every evening, and who, consequently, cannot render 
immediate aid in wr chau | fires. The Bhomiyo also asserts that in this 
town persons frequently set fire to the property of their enemies, and they 
escape discovery on account of the police failing to make strict inquiries to 
discover them. The owners of the burnt grass are advised to file civil suits © 
ig the municipality, and are assured of their getting damages for their — 


‘ 


Native States. 


A correspondent of the Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 5th December, but 

ae : _ received on the’ 9th, in a rambling letter complains . | 
prayers bah wore that he has been publishing his complaints for about _ 
Sie’ to hia complaints % year against the bad administration of his State by _ 
against the ‘mismanagement the young and ine xperienced Chief of Bhor. -\Mr. 4 
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of his State by the young Moore who has the supervision of this Native State, 


omy inexperienced Chief of has not been good enough to give due attention to 

these complaints, and therefore his efforts have 
proved useless. He does not know whether the result is to be attributed to 
ignorance of or aversion to the Mardthi language, or want of leisure; but none 
of these surmises appear to be likely. Then, ‘is it the misfortune of the little 
State, or is it some hidden political object of the English authorities which is 
the true cause of this inattention ? asks the writer. 


The Jagan Mitra (11) of the 10th December, in an editorial headed ‘The 


States that as an intense : Fay ; 
ill-feeling exists between the therein,” observes that, as a general rule, it isa wise 


Brahmans and Shenwais of and just practice to select the officers for the adminis- 
the Sundarwadi State, men tration of a Native State or a province from the Na- 
. ro? i caste should be tives of that state or province. But when there are 
ppointed to any influential ee ‘ 
posts, which should be be- feuds or factions among the Natives of a state or pro- 
stowed on persons of totally vince, and when the men of one faction, if entrusted 
Metron’ castes, such ae-Parsis, with authority or power, are likely to use it to the 
omedans, Gujaratis, &c. i niury and detriment of their antagonists of the other 
faction, the above rule should be set aside, and preference should be given to 
foreigners before the Natives. The State of Sundarwdédi presents a case of the 
latter description. In the population of this State there are two castes equally 
numerous and .important, Brihmans and Shenwais. The latter are more 
wealthy and influential than the former. There is a bitter feud and an intense 
ill-feeling between these two castes, arising from some religious disputes. This 
ill-feeling existing between these two castes is known to the European Officers 
who have served in the State, and, through them, to Government itself. Both 
the Brahmans and the Shenwais are sure to misuse the official power they sm 
happen to possess, for the purposes of private revenge and to do injury to eac 
other ; yet the European authorities in the State thought it proper to nominate 
Shenwais to influential posts. The present authorities, however, have seen the 
error of this course, and when an influential post is.to be filled, they do not 
confer it on a native of the State, but bring in an outsider. Still the evil is not 
completely removed, because the outsiders they bring are also of the Shenwai 
caste. ‘T'he proper course should be, that they should give the posts neither to 
Bréhmans nor to Shenwais, either Natives of the State or ccalihiien but prefer 


men of a different caste altogether, such as Pérsis, Mahomedans, Gujurdtis or 


Kanarese, men having no sympathies whatever with either Bréhmans or 


Shenwais. The attention of the authorities is urgently drawn to this sugges- 


tion, and they are requested to adopt it, that the administration may be 
thoroughly reformed. | 


The Guzerat Mitra (44) of the 9th December disapproves of the rumoured 


Disapproves of the rumour- 


hawraw to erect a new palace rupees. It is said that Sir Richard Temple has called 
for the young Gaikwi&d, Major Mant, R.E., a skilful architect, from Calcutta, 
for building the palace. But considering the numerous wants of the Baroda 
State which as yet remain unsupplied, it does not seem discreet that the Baroda 
Dewa4n should squander such a Ge sum on a building of which there is no 
need. The State is in great want of many public works. Many of its roads 
require to be repaired, and many new ones require to be built. In numerous 
quarters wells and tanks are urgently required, and many dilapidated ones 
require to be repaired. Hospitals, jails and offices for Government officers are 
also urgently required. Popular education also requires encouragement. Sir 
Tangore has promised in his last administration report to supply these wants, 
which he ought to supply first before he thinks of building fine Silacea. vee 


* 


SundarwédiState and the system of appointing Officials . 


intention of Sir T. Ma4dhawréw to erect a new palace — 
ed intention of Sir T. Mad. for the Gdikwdd at a cost of about eighty thousand 
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Accuses the authorities of 
the Gondal State for rey A 
a distinction between the N 
gars and the people of other 
castes in the matter of dis- 
pensing justice, and gives 
three instances more in sup- 
port of the accusation. 


tween the Ndgars and 


a h | 
The same contains a communication headed ‘The distinction made in 


the Native State of Gondal in dispensing Justice be- 
persons of other Castes, No. 
VII.,” the writer of which gives three instances more in 


support of the charge. ey are very similar to those 
which have ap in the previous numbers of the 


Guzerat Mitra and have been more fully noticed in the 
previous weekly reports. 


The Jéme Jamsed (46) of the 8th December states, on the authority of a 


States that the Rana of 
Chandod has imposed a ty: 
rannical tax on the cloth mer- 
chants of his State, some of 
whom have left it on account 


of the tyranny. 


correspondent, that the Rand of Chandod has imposed 
the heavy tax of exacting half the quantity of cloth 
from merchants who import cloth into the State. On 
account of this tyranuical tax many merchants of the 
Ré4ndé’s State have deserted their houses, and have 
gone to reside in the town of Kandali. 


The Samsher Bahddur (54) of the 7th December, but received on the 10th, 


States that the Mahomedans 
of Paliténa are about to create 
a disturbance against the 
Shrawaks, at the instigation 
of the Thakor of Paliténa. 


states that the Thakor of Péliténa seems to persist in 
his deceitful conduct, notwithstanding his having 
several times incurred the displeasure of Government 
for such conduct. A telegram has been received from 
Péliténa stating that fhe Mahomedans are abott to 
create a disturbance at the instigation of the Thdkor. 


Government has given into the possession of the Sbrawak ager ig the 


sacred hill of Paliténa, and yet the reckless Chief acts against the order 


Gov- 


ernment and annoys the poor Shréwaks. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 


Reporter on the Native Press, 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 18th December 1877. 
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The Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakash (1) md hp Eton er mit ve mar to log notice 
| ‘leca} 01 the alleged arbitrary and illegal doings of Lieuten- 
ee « wanes Pix. Lien. 2nt Wilson, the pee ta Magistrate of Karur, in the 
_ tenant Wilson, of ,and Bellary District. e article is mostly a free Marathi 
suggests as a means of pre- translation of an editorial which has recently appeared 
venting similar actein future, in the Times of India, relating the arbitrary fin illegal 
that the oppressors be com- ; 4 : 
- pelled to make restitution to “doings of this young officer and his c Native 
their victims for the wrongs subordinates. The article in the Indu Prakdsh con- 
jd may have inflicted on cludes with an earnest prayer to Government to 
ero | devise some effectual measures to restrain thoughtless 
officers from oppressing the poor ryots.- One of the means the writer proposes 
- 1s to compel these oppressors to make a restitution to their victims for the 
wrongs ee A may have inflicted on them. (The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 
20th December also devotes a long article to the notice of the above case. After 
giving an account of the case, and reproducing the remarks made by the 
Sessions Judge of Bellary on the sentence passed by Lieutenant Wilson, the 
writer complains that the strictures-made by the. Sessions Court were. too 
lenient, and attributes the leniency to the fact of the Magistrate being a Euro- 
pean. The Sessions Judge tries to ‘attribute the errors and irregularities 
committed by the Magistrate to his want of experience ; but the Dnyan Prakash 
questions the correctness of this view, and tries to show that the errors and 
irregularities cannot be reasonably traced to mere inexperience, but must have 
proceeded from some worse cause. To refuse to hear the defence of the 
accused cannot be ascribed to mere want of experience. That one ought to 
hear both sides of a dispute before pronouncing any decision, is a rule of 
common sense which even a child knows. Why did the Magistrate refuse to 
give copies of the papers in the case to the accused? The Sessions Judge, 
however, does not say a word about. these strange facts in his remarks on the 
case. The writer then alludes to other arbitrary doings of Lieutenant Wilson, 
mentionéd-in a recent issue of the Times’ of India, and prays Government to 


take due notice of his conduct, in the interest of justice and its own good 
name), 


The Native Opinion (2) of oe December, in an editorial, heater: ius 

Fall of Plevna, and its probable Consequences,” believes 
ig = sah gh that this reverse is a fatal blow to the Ottoman 
complications, some of which empire, and thinks that the end of Turkey as a great, 
thie affect the interests of jndependent Mahomedan power has come very near. 
ssa eae This impending dissolution of Turkey has created a 
deep feeling of uneasiness in England and India. England, in abandoning her 
old ally Turkey in her critical time, has brought on herself an everlasting stain. 
But it was not only a moral fault, but also a serious politicalerror. It may lead 
to .a loss in future, the extent and magnitude of which it is impossible to 
calculate at present. The present war is virtually a struggle between Russia 
and. England for the supremacy in the East. England has, by keeping aloof 
from the struggle, allowed her prestige to be lowered, and Russia has pro- 
portionately added to herown. Germany is also likely to rise in influence 
and importance from this great contest. England has, again, thought it wise 
to choose this very time to raise a dispute regarding the frontier line of her 
Indian possessions; and if there arises a quarrel between our Government and! 
the Amir of Cabul, crafty Russia is ‘not Iikel to neglect the opportunity of 
fomenting it and benefiting herself thereby. There also would bea very knotty 
question about Egypt. In short, this Eastern question threatens to produce 
many difficult complications, and may lead to many unforeseen disasters. (The 
Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 17th December and some other vernacular papers of 
this week, also notice, at some length, the fall of Plevna; express a most hearty 
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admiration for the heroism, patriotism, and high military virtues displayed by 
Gdzi Osman Pdshé4 and his gallant soldiers, who, though unsuccessful, have by 
their marvellous deeds of valour{achieved an everlasting fame, not only for them-. 
selves but also for their great nation. All these papers are afraid that the 
great successes which Russia is achieving in the East may injuriously affect 
the British interest in India. ee 


The Dnyén Prakdsh (3) of the 17th December observes that it is acknow- 
: | ledged by all that England has acted most nobly and 
Praises England for her qeenicials towards India during the recent famine, 
noble an prompt aid to India : : 
sh Wace Rimhin and deserves great praise and or from the 
people of India for her lively and sincere sympathy. 
While subscriptions were raised in that country, a box was placed in front of the 
Mansion House, that those who passed by and who wished to.contribute their 
little towards the good work, might put in their contributions ; in this box were 
collected no less than ten thousand rupees. This fact supplies no small proof of 
the depth and sincerity ofthe sympathy the good people of England feel for the 
distress of their fellow-subjects in India. In fact, the English nation cannot be | 
praised too much for the noble feeling it has shown on this occasion. It is true 
that England is a very rich country and that she is much indebted to India for 
her wealth, and that, therefore, it is her duty to help her in her distress. But 
this consideration does not diminish in the least the alo of the English genero- 
sity, nor England’s claims on the gratitude of India. ‘fo do one’s duty cheer- 


fully and promptly, is no small title to the praise and gratitude of those whom 
the performance of that duty benefits. 


The Mahdrdstra a. (5) of we, La December, but received on the 16th, 
? evotes a long leader. to the notice of the case of 
seine, amid ties dan Mr. MacGregor of Assam. The Mitra gives a pretty 
ernment for not adopting full account of the case, and severely censures Gov- 
effectual <r to aeay ernment for not giving an earnest attention to a 
ere "gues SO" serious and growing evil, and for not adopting effec- 
tual means to suppress it thoroughly. As Euro- 
peans who illtreat or even kill Natives are allowed by the authorities to escape 
the consequences of their crimes, they are novel encouraged to repeat 
the same crimes ; and thus the evjl has been rapidly growing. Our. English 
rulers lavishly spend their energy and even money to root out slavery in 
foreign countries and among foreign nations, while they cooly permit their 
own countrymen to treat as slaves the natives of India, a country to 
which they owe so much of their political greatness. and national prosperity, 
and the a of which have the greatest claim on their goodness and genero- 
sity. (The Kiran (9) of the 16th December also has a leader devoted to. the 
notice of the above case. The writer denounces the sentence passed in this 
case as a glaring instance of race-partiality and a stain on English justice. The 
case also affords one more proof of What value an impartial observer should 
attach to the opinions of European doctors in such cases. In the celebrated 
Fuller case the victim dies from diseased spleen, while in the present case death 
is attributed to simple weakness! The writer also observes that the high autho- . 
rities do not like these adverse criticisms on their acts or on those of their 
countrymen, but while such cases occur, the Native Press cannot honestly 
remain silent). : \\ 


‘The Bodha Sudhakar (6) of the 12th December, but received on the 16th, i 
Makes remarks on the pre. 22 article, headed ‘“ ‘The New Census to be taken,” re- 
new census, very simi- ferring to the Government resolution ordering a new 

to those made on that censys to be taken of the population of certain talu-+ 


_ measure by the Dnydn Pra-~ kas of certain districts recently visited by the famine, 


wish (8) of the 10th instant.  vakes remarks on it very similar to, if not iddntical, 


with those made on that measure by the Dnydn rakdsh of the 10th Di ; ber, 
,and noticed at some length in the last weekly report. " th ak : 
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The Kiran (9) of the 16th December, in an article headed “The Fall of 
Notices the fall of Plevna: Plevna, ” while expressing high admiration for the 
praises the Turkish comman. great heroism of Gdzi Osman and his brave army, and 
der for his heroic resistance; sincere sorrow at the ultimate sad fate which be- 
ve — England to inter- fallen the illustrious Turkish Commander and bis army, 
mortar tesa & protng, oo observes that this great defeat of the Turks in Bulgaria 
career, is sure to be received with the most profound sorrow 
i by the Natives, and especially by the Mahomedans of 
India. The writer requests the British Government to remain no longer an 
indifferent spectator of this great and deadly struggle, but to take an active 
interest in the matter, and to ask the combatants to stop the mad carnage they 
are committing in the blindness of ambition or of unrighteous earth-hunger ; 
and, if either refused beg to the voice of reason, to compel them to do so 
by the force of arms. The Kiran fully believes that, if mighty Britain is ‘so 
inclined, she can compel Russia or any other power to listen to her reasonable 
proposal. England is requested to do this in the interest of humanity and also 
in that of her,great Mahomedan population of India. 


The Shiwdji (28) of afittn repay oe but received on the 1 ce in Be: 
Beli .. article headed ‘ The Present Condition of England,” 
inet par reap cane bo asserts that, though England presents outwardly a 
she appears, and pointsout fine and imposing appearance, it is not internally so 
— the oa thinks her gound as it seems. It is not so strong and powerful 

points, as it once was, when it extended its power over a large 
part ofthe world. It is a very wealthy nation. It has its dependencies in int | 
continent. But all its dependencies, except India, are drains on her wealth, and, 
therefore, a source of weakness. The case of India is quite the reverse. She is 
an inexhaustible source of wealth and power to England. India provides a large 
field for the most profitable employment of the British youth and for British 
trade and commerce. Millions of money go annually from ‘India to England 
in the shape of salaries, pensions, dividends, profits, &c. But as India is so 


very important an acquisition to England, the latter is proportionally anxious 


to retain her. England now and then puts up with a slight given to her by 
other nations of Europe, rather than get herself involved in a war in which her 
Indian possessions might be imperilled. In the present Turko-Russian war, 
though England is outwardly neutral, she really wishes success to Turkey. 
But recent successes which have attended the Russian arms both in Europe and 
Asia, must have made England extremely anxious for her Indian interests, and 
may oblige her to take more active steps in this struggle. Ancient Rome had 
as wide an empire, but she was more brave and warlike than England. Rome, 
again, had to fight only with the barbarians, but England is surrounded with 
nations as civilised as herself. In_the opinion of the writer England is 
not so eae now as she once was when she extended her dominion over the 
world. If England’ be forced to go to war with the other great powers 
of Europe, she may, perhaps, meet with the fate of ancient Rome. The Shiwdji, 
moreover, asserts that Indian wealth has made England luxurious, and that 
luxury has enervated her and made her averse to war. England, again, suffers 
from internal division and jealousy. Ireland is disaffected. The lower classes 
in England regard the upper ones with ill-feeling. The English nation has 
many enemies both in Europe and Asia. In the opinion of the writer, Eng- 
land is now ina critical situation! His advice as to what she should do 
extricate herself from her difficulty, the writer reserves for a future occasion. || 


The Swadesh Mitra (30) of the 18th December asserts that a Government 
resolution has been published in the Government Ga-| 

_ Hears that Government has zette to the effect that from January next to end of _ 
isgued an order calling on all June next all those-who may -have in their possession - 


who ang triers cures con- 4) ye atnes the Words “Vie ' a 
taining the words|* Victoria the current rupees containing the Words “ Victoria — 
Queen, ” to wet thaeh onrthaiié Queen, ” should make them over to the Government 4 


i 
op bgp y ays 
wh on 


6 


ed for those impressed with banks, and receive in exchange rupees impressed with 
prasa.poy he PR adhe cr the new title of Her Majesty, namely, “ Empress ef 
Jean 1878 - and directing that Of India”; and that if any one is found after June 
any one having an old ru next to have in his possession rupeés containing the 
in his possession after that old title, he should be punished according to law. The 


date, be punished according 
to'law.: he Alleged ofdee ts order is characterised as very strange and likely to 


characterised as very harsh. Produce much annoyance and oppression. The people 
in the large cities may comply with it with com- 
arative ease. But how are the ignorant ryots living in out-of-the-way villages 
in the Mofussil to know of this order, and what means have they of com lying 
with it? One cannot help deploring the fact that the authorities Pb issue 
such strange and harassing orders and laws, and the Native Press cannot but 
complain of them if it means to be honest and to fulfil its duties. It is earnestly 
hoped that Government will reconsider this subject. The A’ryawarta Panchénana 
(40) of the 19th December also notices this order, and denounces it as very harsh, 
inconvenient, and inflicting some pecuniary loss on the people who live in out- 
of-the-way places in the Mofussil). 


The Guzerat Mitra (44) of the 16th December, in a leader, headed, ‘‘ Why is 
te ds a ae the Mind of the Natives of India drawn so much to the 
te st tale ts theBritish Urco-Russian War?” observes that it is the loyalty 
rule which makes them sym- Of the Natives to the British Government which has 
athise with Turkey andwish made them pay great attention to this war and wish 
er success in her present success to Turkey. All classes of the Natives, except 
ne oe Mahomedans, remember with pain the annoyance and 
trouble experienced by them during the Mahomedan rule in this country; and 
yet they wish well to Turkey in the present war. This looks enigmatical. But 
there is a solution to it; and it is this. The Guzerat Mitra has asserted on 
several occasions that the charge of disloyalty to the British Government, 
levelled by some persons against the Natives of India, is untrue and unfounded ; 
and in support of this assertion the present inclination of the Native mind 
towards Turkey may be quoted as one more proof. If the Natives were disloyal, 
they could never wish success to Turkey in her present war with Russia. They 
know well that Russia is a great military power, that England stands in awe of 
her, and that should Russia gain a final victory over Turkey, she would gain 
a vast territory and power in Asia, and would be England’s formidable rival in 
the East. But the Natives are wise enough to see that such a result would be 
detrimental to the interests of India. It is true that the Natives complain of 
several faults and defects of the British Indian rule, and they sincerely pray. 
that these may be removed. But, notwithstanding these faults and defects, the 
Natives devoutly pray for the permanency of the British rule, from which they 
expect much me or their country. And this self-interest teaches them to 
wish success to Turkey and the reverse to Russia in the present struggle. An- 
other reason of the ey of the Natives for the Turks is that the latter are 
an Eastern nation like themselves ; and the Natives are glad to see the Turks rale 
in the West, and would be’still more glad to see them successfully oppose the 
great and powerful sovereign of Northern Europe. | | 


The same, in a leader, in referring to the news that His Excellency Sir, 
Frederick Haines, the Commander-in-Chief of India, | 
Disapproves of the bestow- will shortly proceed to Gwalior to invest His Highness | 
al of the title of rags Scindia with the title of a General of the British | 
es Rca sg f we her 1y, bestowed on His Highness on the occasion of | 
* han the late Imperial Darbar at Delhi, observes that the | 
bestowal of this title on His Highness of Gwalior solyes the question which has 
made us so very anxioys, as to what is the present condition of the Native | 
rinces of India, and what their future is likely to be. His Highntss Jaydjiraw © 
cindia is one of the greatest princes of India. But the title of a general — 
brings him down from his high position of a prince, To make a réjd a general 
3 N P 22—12 : Wet pepar writs : 
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occupied by several tenants to take a re to the building, when it hap- 


7 aah 


of the British army is a mode of honouring which the Guzerat Mitra eannot ap 

rove of. The Queen of England assumed the higher title of Kaiser-i-Hind, or 

mpress of India, and Her Majesty bestows on princes like Scindia the titles of 
generals, &c. This mode of assuming and bestowing titles cannot be approved 
of. None can have more confidence in the honesty, justice, and pure intentions 
of the British Government than the Guzerat Mitra. t the bestowal of the title 
of general on His Highness Scindia has given rise to various conjectures. among 
the people,. Some say His Highness will have to command a British force in 
a war. Some say, since Scindia is made a general, the smaller princes of Guze- 
rat and the Deccan have come to the position of sepoys of the army. Some 
others say, Government hereafter may bestow such titles as colonel, heutenant 
&c., on other princes, and may make them mere puppets, and tell them to. re 
ceive certain stipends and to allow the Government to administer their States 
These popular conjectures are a necessary result of the title assumed and the 
titles bestowed. The people already consider the Native princes as mere pup- 
pets, not receiving the honour due to their high positions. And the title of a 
i to be bestowed on His Highness Scindia will lower the princes more 
still. ere 


The Jame Jamsed (46) of the 19th December points out a few more short- 


ey comings of the Bill lying before the Bombay Legisla- 
ee ae for makin vee alterations and A ovin 
provisions of the Bill for ‘gut s apreving 
making certain alterations the existing Municipal Act for the town and island of 
and improvements in the Bombay. This new Bill, observes the Jame Jamsed, 
— law of the town of is prepared in such a way as to make it very difficult — 

me Lovicbtive Come” for one to understand its nicities without his keep 
Bombay Legislative Council. o understand its nicities wi is keeping 

: before him, while reading the Bill, a copy of the exist- 

ing Municipal Act. The schedule appended to the Bill contains corrections or 
alterations to be made in the existing Municipal Act in about seventy-five 
places. This collection of corrections and changes in one place will make it 
difficult even for the student of law, to say nothing of ordinary persons, to bear 
in mind the proper places in which they are to be intestiesed, It would be 
better, therefore, to cancel the schedule and to enter in the Bill the sections of 
the Municipal Act with the requisite changes made in them. The Jéme Jamsed | 
has in a previous issue stated what it thought of the change proposed to be : 
made in the new Bill in the constitution of the corporation ; te it now wants 
to make afew more suggestions on the subject of thislaw. Native ladies 
experience a difficulty in going to the polling office to record their votes; and, 
consequently, they are debarred from exercising the right of voting. It would 
be well, therefore, to introduce in the Billa clause making it legal for these 
ladies to appear before any Justice of the Peace and to give their vote in favour 
of any person they like. Several landed estates are possessed by ladies who pay 
large amounts of municipal taxes, and the difficulties which stand in their way in 
giving their votes ought to be removed. The existing Municipal Act requires that 
the Municipal Commissioner, the Engineer, and the Health Officer should be full- 
time officers, and prohibits them from accepting any other office or duties. But 
neither this Act nor the new Municipal Bill above-mentioned make any such_ 
condition in regard to the officials serving under those officers. , Of one of the 
subordinate municipal officers, it is said that he is one of the directors or auditors_ 
of several mercantile companies. When the superior officers of the Corporation, 
are prohibited from doing any other than the municipal work, certainly the) 
same A agit ought to be extended to their subordinates, The Bill proposes | 
to make an alteration in Section 149 of the existing Municipal Act,andtoem- —- 
power the Municipal Commissioner to compel the owner of a row of buildings _ 


pens to be within a distance of one hundred feet from the main pipe of the Mu- 
nicipality, &c. But when it is remembered that numerous complaints ore ae 
totheir 
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houses cannot get a sufficient supply of water, there seems no good ground for 
using the above-mentioned compulsion. It is proposed in the new Bill that the 
owners of houses should keep clean, at their own expense, the drains and gutters 


on their properties which join the gutters or drains of the municipality. The ~ 


existing Municipal Act considers such drains on private properties as in .charge 
of the Corporation, and requires it to keep them clean. And when the people 
pay large municipal taxes, it is unjust to make the proposed change in the exist- 
ing provision. The Jdéme Jamsed concludes the above observations with the 
general remark that the municipal taxes already bear heavily on the people, 
and that it is unwise to make an addition-to that heavy burden. The rents 
and values of properties in Bombay have considerably decreased, and hence it 
is discreet to remove the obstructions and inconveniences expérienced in their 
cases from the municipal management. If this is not done, and, on the other 
hand, an attempt is made to increase the municipal income by improper means, 
there isa fear of that income decreasing instead of increasing. 


~The Ndya'Prakdsh (65) of the 10th December, but received: on the 19th, 

-rang. makes upon the case of Mr. MacGregor, a tea planter 

Peg sens RA para of Assam, -who caused the death of a sna em - 

ed by the Calcutta High ployed under him, and upon that of Lieutenant Wilson, 
a 


Court on Mr. MacGregor, a : . . 
ton pinaster of j toni he agistrate in the Bellary Zillah of the Madras 


caunng the death-of a Presidency, who has imprisoned and fined two dealers 


cooly; also disapproves of Of the town of Ké4rur for exacting discount for cashing 


the conduct of Lieutenant Government curreacy notes, remarks very similar to 
Wilson of the Madras Presi- 


a Sigg ogee igor those made by several of its contemporaries, and 
panes: Pir it dealers for mOticed more fully in some of the previous weekly 
exacting discount for cashng reports. 
Government currency notes 

The same condemns the new Forest Bill of the Supreme Legislative Council 


as harsh and tyrannical. It particularly dwells upon 


Condemns the new Forest .the provisions of Section 26 of the Bill, and points 
5 of 4g er aruntne. ow sperm out their great harshness. The observations made 


aes : are very similar to those made by other papers on 
= se apes cae this Bill, and which have been more fully noticed in 
some of the previous reports. 


The same of the 17th December also finds fault with the Abkari Bill of the 

_. Bombay Legislature. After making the general as- 

Points out some defects of sertion that the year 1877 is distinguished for legal 
yaa fee. of the measures causing inconvenience to the pow , the 
. Néya Prakash proceeds to point out the defects of the 
Abkéri Bill. In alluding to Sections 16 and 22 of the Bill, it observes that they 
impose an uncommon burden on the ryots. They require the ryots on whose 
lands trees producing toddy are growing, td take out every year a licence to 
draw out the toddy; and direct that those who should work upon the trees 
without licence be punished under Section 43 of the Bill. Thus, those who have 
drawn toddy for the past hundreds of years without any hindrance and without 
payment of any tax, are to be compelled to take out licences every year and to 
pay atax. The Néya Prakdsh does not understand how Government can justly 
impose a new tax upon trees growing on lands which are held under the t 


years’ lease. In this lease Government has given the ryots the promise tha bat ks 


would not levy any further tax than the one mentioned in the lease. Gover 


Department from a civil suit, if their acts are performed with pure intentions, 


But it ‘would be very difficult for the ryots to prove that these o 


Government did not commit a certain act with pure intentions. For 
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an officer exercises upon a ryot some pressure, with the object of increasing the 
Government revenue and of obtaining thereby the good graces of Govern- 
ment ; is his act to be considered as one done with pure or impure intentions ? 
By the last clause of Section 60 of the Bill there is no appeal against the de- 
cisions of the Commissioner on appeal. The Commissioner holds full control 
over the Abkéri Department, ie: he is sure to take all measures for increasing 
the revenues of the department. Hence itis proper that an appeal should lie to 
Government against his decisions. | 


Native States. 


The Guzerat Mitra (44) of the 16th December contains a communication, 
headed, ‘“‘ The Distinction, in dispensing Justice, made 


«Accuses the authorities of ; ; ; 
the Gondal State of baking @ in the Native State of Gondal between the Nagars and 


distinctionbetweentheNagars persons of other Castes, No. VIII,” the writer of which 

and the people of other castes gives One more instance in support of the charge. It, 

in the matter of dispensing igs very similar to those which have appeared in the 

ap amyl ce ion a previous numbers.of the Guzerat Mitra, and more fully 
aii soem’ ‘noticed in some of the previous weekly reports. 


A correspondent of the Kdside Mumbai (62) of the 17th December, writing 


¢ eT th 
Counties eliedk: he ‘ete from Dhordji, consplains about the conduct-of the 


: duct of the Mémletdér of M4mledar of that place. The writer states that a few 


Dhoréji in the matter of pro- days before His Excellency the Governor (of Bombay) 
visions supplied to His Excel- came there the Mdmledar collected together the pro- 
oe the Governorand party vyigion-sellers of the place and told them that they 
pinrnsordta ss yearnsalhes - would have tosupply provisions for His Excellency 
(and suite). The dealers consented to make the supply. Now, itis the custom 
of this place that when military troops or a Governor comes, all the provision- 
sellers appoint a person from among themselves to supply the provisions at a 
certain price. He suffers a loss, and all the provision-sellers make good the 
loss among themselves. But in spite of this custom, on the occasion of the 
recent visit of His Excellency the Governor, the Maémledér gave permission to 
a Khojé to supply provisions for His Excellency and party, and levied from 
each of the provision-sellers a rupee and a half (to pay the less sustained by the 
Khojé). And when any of them went to this officer to remonstrate against this 
levy, the complainant was fined in the sum of rupees five. The writer 


wonders how this tyranny is allowed to be perpetrated under the good Govern- 
ment. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
) Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 25th December 1877. 
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The Public Administration, 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (8) of the 24th December states that the Kharakwasla 


Prays Government to order 
a dharmashalé to be erected 
near the Kharakwisla water- 
works, for the accommodation 
of the travellers who go there 
to see those great and won- 
derful works. 


canal is one of the 


cuted by Government. It has al cost Govern- 
ment about 64,00,000 rupees. The dam, which has 


been’ constructed near the village of Kharakwéasla, 
about 14 miles from the city of Poona, is a stupendous 
work ; and those who visit Poona generally go to see 
this great and famous irrigational work. But the 


travellers experience great inconvenience from the want of a rest-house. The 
Dnyén Prakdésh prays Government to order a suitable dharmashdlé to be erected 
for the accommodation of travellers. To build a dharmashdlé would not cost 
much, while it would prove a great boon to the travelling public. 


The same of the 27th December has a long editorial, headed ‘“‘ The Bellary 


Referring to the appoint- 
ment of a commission, which 
the Government of Madras is 


about to nominate, to inquire 


into the alleged frauds re- 
garding the famine expendi- 
ture in the Bellary District ; 
earnestly prays Government 
to be very strict and rigorons 
in carrying out this investi- 
gation, without race partiality 


or prejudice. ‘ 


Famine Commission.” It is said, says the Dnydn 
Prakdsh, that about 1,13,00,000 rupees have been ex- 
pended in the single district of Bellary ; but out of 
this huge sum only rupees 25,00,000-are accounted 


for, while no accounts are forthcoming to show where . 


the remaining enormous amount has gone. The 
Madras Government is said to have appointed, at the 
request of the Accountant General, a commission to 
inquire into these defalcations. It is also reported 
that two officers have been suspended ip connection 
with this scandalous affair. It is not known for certain 


t irrigational public works exe- | 


the famine in a single district is itself very suspicious, The sum is greater Dy 


whether these suspended officers are Europeans or Natives, though some Eng- 
lish newspapers assert that they are Natives. The Dnyan Prakash cannot be- 
lieve that Native officers alone have been able to make away with such a large 
sum as 88,00,000 rupees, without the help’and connivance of some European 
superiors. So there is every probability of some Europeans being concealed 
behind the Native offenders. Natives are never entrusted with so great re- 
sponsibilities and powers ; and, therefore, it is beyond their power, even if they 
had the will, to commit such huge frauds. The Dnydn Prakash will not assert 
that Natives are incapable of committing such frauds. He who knows human 
weakness and frailty, will never make such an assertion of any race.or class of 
men, whether Native or European. All Europeans are not invariably virtuous 
and honest; nor are all Natives invariably vicious and corrupt, as some narrow- 
minded Europeans try to make out. Let Government, therefore, inquire into 
this affair strictly, without race partiality or race prejudices, find out the real 
offenders, and punish them as severely as they deserve, without caring whether 
they be Natives or Europeans. Government should do'this in order to eradicate 
the opinion which is growing among the people, whether with or without good 
reason the writer will not stop here to examine, that Euro offenders too 
often escape with impunity. 
fact ; and it is very desirable that it should be refuted. The writer then tries 
to show that the simple fact of 1,13,00,000 rupees having been spent to mitigate 


eight lakhs than the amount spent by the Bombay 


famine-stricken districts. It is true that Bell is a very la 
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The existence of this opinion is an undoubted 


Government on its nine 
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the supposition that the relief arrangements in Madras were more liberal than 
those adopted in our own famine-stricken districts. Lastly, referring to the 


news that two officers who were entrusted with the 


in the Be 


a of these nominations, 
ould consist entirely of 


management of the. famine. 


lary District have been nominated on the commission which is to in- 
vestigate the accounts in question, the Dnydn Prakdsh observes that it 


In the opinion of the writer the commission. 
ntlemen who are not at-all concerned with the affair 


to be inquired into ; and this cannot be said, with truth, of the officers whose 


nomination has been objected to above. 
tax on the country to idemnify 
rehef to the famine-stricken 


Government is about to impose a new 
itself for the expenditure it has made to give 
people ; and it is, therefore, its bounden duty to 


satisfy the public that the money it is going to realise has been most ca 


spent and wisely laid out in the 


good and humane work, and that no part of it 


has been allowed to be wasted or misapplied. 
A correspondent of the Belgawm Samédchdr (12) of the 24th December, 


Condemns the selection of - 
the assessors chosen to assist 
the sessions court at Belgaum 
for the year 1878. Most of 
the persons selected are de- 
nounced as utterly incom- 
petent to discharge the duties 
pace ,are appointed to per- 

orm. 


referring to the published lists of the assessors who are - 


to assist the Sessions Judge of Belgaum during 1878, 
repeats the old and often-reiterated complaint that the: 
selection is utterly unsatisfactory. Most of the 


persons selected are utterly incompetent to perform 
the duties they are called ithaca to Eschatges They 
can give no assistance whatever to the Judge. When 
they are asked their opinion on a case by that officer, 
their invariable answer is that they entirely concur in 


his honor’s decision. What good can be expected from consulting such ignorant 
persons ? asks the writer. 


A correspondent of the Kalpataru (17) of the 23rd December complains of 


Shows that the proposed 
enhancement of the stamp 
fee on the awards of arbitra- 
tions made in the new Stamp 
Bill of the Government of In- 
dia is inexpedient and unjust. 


the inexpediency and injustice of the proposed en- 
hancement of the stamp fee made on the arbitration 
awards in the new Stamp Bill of the Government of 
India. The writer points out the great advantages of 
arbitration in deciding cases of the ignorant and simple _ 
ryots in the Mofussil in their own villages, where 
nearly all the inhabitants are acquainted with the real 


facts of those cases, and where, therefore, the parties and their witnesses are 
obliged to speak only what is truth and dare not tell lies. The old law requires 
ony an eight-annas stamp on an application for the. enforcement of an award ; 
and that was a very wise and just arrangement. The State takes no trouble 
whatever to decide the cases disposed of by arbitrations ; and, consequently, is 


not entitled to exact 


heavy fees in connection with them. 


A State has no 


just right to exact a tax on the dispensation and enforcement of justice beyond 


the ex: 
those two duties. 


The Dharwar Writt (26) of the 20th December, but received on the 


Notices the alleged arbi- 
trary and illegal decisions 
and acts of Lieutenant Wilson 
of Karur, and a gps that 
_ Government should connive 
at such acts of its officers, 
and should re the com- 
ments of the Native Press on 


them with displeasure and. 


disapprobation. 


to every thinki observer that the 


be drifting to such a } 


ernment should connive at such acts of 


2n P29—12 


penses it incurs in employing machinery for the suitable performance of 


_ . Pa 


24th, 
has a long leader, headed “More than Mogldi,” in 
which the alleged arbitrary and illegal decisions and 
acts of Lieutenant Wilson of Karur are noticed at 


some length. The matter is confessedly taken from 4 
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| proof-sheets. 


| 5 
sure on the poor Native Press, if it comments on these acts of high-handed- 
and denounces its criticisms as disloyal. | 
The same, in another short para, very highly praises Government for pro- 

Praises bai ciatins for hibiting the levy of any additional on ce 
abolishing additional postage ted letters and parcels, and for reducing the p 


7 
« 
ness, 


on re-directed letters. and par- on manuscripts and proof-sheets transmitted through 


cols, and for reduti wr post, to half the old rate. Both these measures are 
otha Ss eulogised as very liberal and great boons to the 
public. — | 

The Jéme Jamsed (46) of the 22nd December, but received on the 24th, 


subscribes the sentiment expressed by the Honorable 


_Concurs in the opinion ex- Mr. Mahomedally Rogey about the Bombay Legisla- 
oe elideal ie aah tive Council, in a public meeting held last week in the 


lio seobibat, Frémji K&wasji Institute in Bombay. The honorable 
Legislative Council iss ale _ gentleman observed on that eceasicn that the Bombay 
a committee for passing laws Legislative Council was simply a committee to pass 
r 1 ate eatheg the tl laws approved of by the Governor-General or the 
State for India. eo Secretary of State for India. The meaning of this, 

remarks the Jdéme Jamsed, is that this- Legislature does 
not transact its work independently, but simply gives effect to the pleasure and 
dictates of one of the two above-mentioned authorities. This opinion, formed. 
from the personal experience of a Native member of the Council, seems to be 
founded in truth. en the Bombay Legislative Council was first constituted, 
the appointment of Native members of Council was represented by the authori- 
ties as the certain means of rendering the laws passed for this presidency em- 
bodiments, to a certain extent, of the opinions of the Native subjects of Her 
Majesty. But this view has apparently not been realized. During the past 
seven years this Legislature has passed several important laws, to which the 
Native members showed, with due diligence, what objections the Native subjects 
had. In some cases the Native subjects preferred memorials to the Council, 
supporting the objections made by the Native members. But to none of these 
protests was due attention paid by the Council, and it passed those objectionable 
measures simply with the help of the majority of its official members. For 
instance, the Act for the suppression of frauds in eotton, which was not required 
at all and for which the Native subjects never made a demand, was revived 
solely on the ground that the Secretary of State for India wished for its enact- 
ment, The more astonishing fact in this ease was that the Bombay Government 
openly admitted that there was no need for the revival of the Aet, but the same 
was brought again into existence at the dictate of Lord Salisbury. Now. the 
Abkéri Bill is in its through this Council. It is apparently a measure 
detrimental to the interests of certain land-holders and of the poor people who 
use for their drink the cheap and innocent toddy juice. The Native members 
advanced strong objections to the proposed measure, but no attention has been 


would be given to their objections, are surprised to find them ‘utterly over- 
looked. They think it a useless farce to admit into the Council Native members 
and to‘pay no attention to their represcatations. Some of them even go so far 
as to censure the Native members for remaining in a Council in which their repre- 
sentations are not cared for. The Native members themselves are not ignorant 


of the last mentioned opinion of a portion of their countrymen. The Honorable 


Mr. Mahomedally Rogey knew of this opinion, and has achieved the rare merit 
of courageously publishing it at a public meeting. For this step the honorable 
Mahomedan gentleman may incur the displeasure of the authorities ; but cout 


' : i i | 
} 


paid to their just opposition. The Native subjects, who hoped that due weight — 


peak the truth, The Inacio 8 le 


» 


# 
: 


+ 


tog 


ag 
‘alt 
cfs 


he 


-— 


OCT oy] 


a", 
: 

~*~ 
~ 


ai} 


al 
‘ 


: 
. 
~~ 


17,0 
i) et 


e ~ 
i 


* 
+ 
va 


WVils 
a 


64 
a 
lite 


. 
f eB 


ban: 


¢ 


si 


: 
role 


2 ‘& 
- 


GOmiine 


é 


¥ 


mo 


ié 


wi 


<®%. 


ahd 


- 


yt 


Mri ‘ 


. 


‘a 
“TT '¢ 
: 

* 


i 


} 


al ae | 
a 
ye 


vid 


Lees 


100) 
fas 
oT 


= 
: 


> 


rctirt9 


4 | 
ry 


hy} 
E 


{OF 


— 
»- 
_ 
. —— 
~~ 
na 
88° 644 —e 
- 
* 
- 
o 
s* - 
‘ 
ne ee 


om “ae 
. S fee 
— 
+ 5 oe 
‘ “a 
« ae 

-* = ~ 
‘onsite oa 


{ 


¥ 
Fi 


— 
— Ses 
~ » 
Ee o 
? Nee 


3 
na 


tH 
if 


<< 
*. 


v 


aortuebour 


> 


* 


J. * 
: A 

wt 
in) A * 


..s i 


. e 
” 
- 
«* 
. 
, 
= 
- -— 
oe = 
fe , 
; . 
> 
“> 
- *% 
“ey 


¢. 
IAD 


fe 


ot taore bua Is 


: 


arte 


J 


4 
a 


i 


4 
a 
3 


e 7 


oe 


Ba 
} 


ae 


2 


: 
: 


rf 


wi 


‘ 
ti 


P. 
25 


i 


a 7 
5 


é. 


. 


© of? no hoy 


/ 


id ar 


¢ 


AS 
s 


a - 
7 


> 


: 


i 0 


fy « 
<>$73 


- 


fs 
> 
. 


} 


{ 


~~ 


: 


8 
. 
. “we 
4 
; 
; 
‘ ~ 
“™ 
$ 
b Xu 
’ 
~ a 
. 
" 
: 
> 
e. a 
® ~ 
~ 
. 
e Lol 
* ie 
ri \ 
-— LO, 
- . 
* 
a ~ 
= 
\ haa 
~.- 
~ / tang 
= - 
~ oe 
° < t. 
*, 
» wm 
; 
aere* 
: 
an 
tad 
» 2 *. 
. . 
bene 
-— Pudi 
" 
. 7 
+ 
> * . 
- * 
ie 
» we 
° 7 
. Sew orm 
© “a 
t 
: 
_—_ 
’ ” 
. 
3 o. “* 
> 
~~ 
— 
: 
= 
~~ 
~~ ble 
om, f 
ter a 
. 


f 
‘ 


4 


sth ¢ 
oe 


t rire 
4 
t 
| 


J 


i 
>" 
(4 


” 


i, 


ss 


Ps 


4 


a 


i> 


: 


~ 
* 


isis 


-, 


q 4 he 


s 


A 


t 
3 


- 


¥ 


EOL 


i 


ia 


+ 


+ 


QS 


& 


RS 


23 


a 


GOH 


es 


We 


fi 


} 


% 
. 
+ 


her treasury to assist the latter to get over the large expenses of 


rities acquainted with this opinion, and the act highly becomes his rank and 
op 


position. (The Bombay Samdchdr (45) of the 26th December expresses similar 


The Rdst Goftér (48) of the 28rd December, in a leader, headed “ Mr. 

-  Fawcett’s Mistake,” in referring to the announcement 

RP aroma oy <a that Sir John Strachey, at the meeting of the Supreme 
Wuntaits ‘etvies ib England «Legislative Council to be held on Tuesday next, will 
not to assist India with pecu- present a budget of the expenses inc during the 


niary aid to meet the heavy recent famine, and will tell how Government intends. 
expenses of the recent exten- +> recoup itself for those expenses, observes that the — 


sive and dire famine of Sou- 


thern and Western India, . usual annual budget of the empire becomes due in 


‘April next; but hat Government has thought it de- 
sirable to lay before the public at once the expense incurred on account of the 


-fainine, in order to inform the public at the earliest + ag of the means to 


be adpoted to make up the deficit. The subject is of great importance, and the 
public awaits the famine minister’s views with deep anxiety. The famine is 
considered to have cost not more than twelve krors of rupees. Of these two 
krors have been spent upon the famine of this presidency, and the remaining 
ten krors on the Binster suffered by the people of the presidency of Madras. A 
large portion of this big deficit will be made up by a new loan; and the re- 
maining sum of five krors of rupees is the only amount to supply which the 
supreme Government is to devise measures. ‘ It was said at one time that Eng- 
land intended to assist India by making a free gift of five krors of pe from 

e famine. 
Influential papers like the London Times and the Saturday Review were in favor 
of the proposal. Several of the ministry had taken up the suggestion with a 
generous heart, and a Cabinet Council had met to discuss the question. And 
after the support of the proposal by this Council, there was no chance of Parlia- 
ment refusing to sanction this seo: and wise act of generous England. But the 
philosophy of Mr. Fawcett came in the way and suppressed the merciful feelings 
of England. This friend of India committed a glaring mistake in asserting that 


India was able to pay the heavy expenses of the extensive famine unaided ; that 


the Government of this country would at once adopt measures of due economy ; 
and that England had never given any assistance to any of her dependencies ; 
and in thus advising, that the burden of the heavy expenses of the recent dis- 
aster should be thrown on the shoulders of poor India, The consequences of 


Mr. Fawcett’s mistake in this matter will be seen on Thursday next. 


The same, in another leader, prays Government to “tax the rich” alone 

: if it can shew good grounds for imposing a new tax 
Prays Government to im. to make up the expenses of the recent famine. It 
}a taxon the rich people does not appear, observes the Rdst Goftdr, that Gov- 

of India sions, if sheet. ernment intends to prscene due economy in the ex- 
po the idadeiney of the ve. penses ofthe State. ‘T’he State service is over-crowded 
cent dire famine. with highly-paid Europeans whose place may well be 
supplied by comparately low-paid Natives. Lavish 
expenditure is made also on the,military and other departments of Government. 
Government is not likely to practise economy in these matters ; and it is feared 
that the Council of the Supreme Government, which is to meet on Thursday 
next, will announce its resolution to impose a new tax. But Government wi 
have to show, before making a resolution to levy a new tax, whether it 


avoid the necessity of fresh taxation; and, if it wants to revive the univer 


made any reduction in the current expenditure, and that it has done its best to. 


detested income-tax, why some other tax is not resorted to. After shen i 
that the income-tax is to be resorted to in very exceptional times, and that the. 


previous imposition of it has failed to produce a sufficient income to 


ment, the Rdst Goftér observes that the rich people of India are not’ sufficiently —_ 
taxed, and prays Government to tax them alone, if there be real need of afresh = 
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pu The same, in a leader, headed “ Hindranees to Cheap and Speedy Fae 
Aaiie ote eine _ Observes that the justice dispensed in the British — ee 
sion tater ae Stamp Bin of oa Courts is, — doubt, impartial ; but it are ; oa 
the Supreme Legislative . The authorities not only try to make justice — — 
Counall for lovying increased still more costly, but want to oppose the private ar- . - | 
stamp mention Ya suits and bitration courts founded by the people.for the obtain- 4 
a A gar era ea ment of cheap and speedy justice. During the last — a 
’ two years a number of such courts have been estab- — ir 


- for suits filed in and decrees made by the private arbitration courts, and thus _ ee 
wants to. make the dispensation of justice in these popular courts as dear as it | , 
is in the regularly constituted courts of justice. According to. the calculation = 
made by Mr. Pedder, an able officer of the Bombay Civil Service, the existing ~ ; 

Stamp Act levies on the amount of each suit'a tax of sixteen per cent. 
parirggay «3 to be increased, according to the new Stamp Bill, to twenty per 
cent. is Bill proposes also to make an increase in the stamp duties char 
on suita decided by the private arbitration courts. The Rést Goftdér is glad tha 
the Poona Sérwajanik Subhé has submitted a well-considered protest against 


_ the proposed heavy increase in the stamp duties on the decisions of the private 
arbitration courts. 


The same, in a leader, headed ‘‘ Our Legislative Company, Limited,” obser- 

ves that this name has been given by the Honorable 

_ Supports the complaint Mr, Gibbs to the Bombay Legislature, in his reply to 
i by She ag Png wg the observation made by the Honorable Mr. Rogey, 
Legislative 7 ees: A Bombay 2% the public meeting of the Bombay Association of 
has lost its independence, Saturday last, that this Council had lost its indepen- 
| 5 gt dence. After briefly describing the arguments 
brought forward by the Honorable Mr. Gibbs at the meeting of the Legislative 
Council of Wednesday last to prove that the constitution of the Council 1. itself 
: was such as to give it a Binited authority in the matter of legislating, the writer 
a4 observes that in response to this reply the Honorable Mr. Mahomedally Rogey, 3 
: after quoting appropriate instances, hag shewn that itis true that the powers ae 
of the Legislature have been limited by law itself, but that his complaint goes a 
beyond the constitution. He complains that the official members of the Council | 
i combine to support Government and to oppose every suggestion made by the 
ae unofficial members, and that thus the official members forget their own indepen- ie 
oo dence and have still more limited the authority of the Council. The Honorable. | a 
= Mr. Gibbs’ own arguments support the complaints made by the Honorable Mr. On B 
Rogey. Those arguments show that Government has limited the authority of : ag 

| the Council so far as to. leave it power to pass such laws only as are aes ag 
dnesday — 


to Government. The prose of the meeting of the Council of Wednesday — es 
Be. last in regard to the new Municipal Bill confirm this view. Very important sug 3 es 
a eye made by the Town Council, for instance, that the house-tax should be’ se 
a evied on all Government buildings according to the rates of assessment; that | a 
Fe the Police Commissioner should not be allowed to be a member of the Co Ora | . 
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of thé refusal 
of the 


Bomba bre ge 
Town 


+ wat real sicighy wm 
the Bill for im munici< 
assessment on eight new 
of the ve 
= 8 the 
: & the 
mage fig sty Toe 
sioner from the 
and the Town 


But since that year many more Government buildings have been 
and hence the assertion 


Polis epee 
pality. ‘These | 


Paton tou that the 


tive Council of: 


aid is enough, i 


expenses are increasing 
not acted justly towards the C 
to thé eben. My of Government buildings 
n of the Town Council to exclude the Commissioner of 
rporation end the Town Council, as he is of great use in giv- 


the 23rd December does not think 
ive Council of Bombay has, at its 


of 
last, done well in refusing to enter a clause 


in the new Bill before the Council, to i ‘mmunici- * 
ee on the eight new Government 
dings. Both in Calcutta and Madras all Govern- 
ment buildings exeept the Sap Sage nee are — 
and there seems no good to exclude Bombay from 
tule. which is observed at the sister presidencies; The * 
Select Committee on the Municipal Bill of 1865 had 
ly Leap ge to a the same rule to 

~_ ; and since 1869 Government an 


w< 4 Baoad sum of thousand rupees on mes 
of the FF ees eipat ff on Government 


made by the oficial mennbere of the'Oounell tet the 
is not admissible. Government annually fixes the 


nses of Bombay, and takes a large portion of them from the Munici-. 
every year ; and hence the Council has . 


regard 


ration in 


‘to give its dues im 
The Council has done well 


mm: not 


ing these bodies information about the condition of the town, and as no one 
else ean do this work so well as he does. - | 


The Swadesh Mangal (66) of the 25th December states that ing is 


States that bling is ex- 
tensively in the town 
of B , and requests the | 
Superintendent of Police to 
put down the evil. 


setji’s cotton factory. [ti 


gamblers from 
the Superinten 


- The Kiran (9) of the 


Rol cprbnhesd gen 
nicipalities are nomina 
Government, they are 

to their high ial collea- 
gues and careless about the 
interest of the pec The 
members of the oona “Mazi- 
cipality are accused of ng 
a resolution to 
cess without due ‘ cliberation 
and at the bidding of the offici- 
al members. 


nated by Government or its rota “The no | 


rally ignorant or 
members 


extensively in the town of Broach. In 
several places the gamblers are seen playmg either 
with — or dice in open a Ne a are to be 
found playing } in Lodhwéad, 

near of Mahamad Gadhé, and behind Jam- 


is very strange that the police does not probibit the 


their evil trade. The Mangal requests Mr. Maclver, 


t of Police, to take steps to put down the obnoxious vice. 


Manievpalities. t 


23rd December observes that the establishment. of 
oe is believed by some to be one of t 
fal improvements ingrodahed by the British ¢ 
annath into this country, and that the belief is 
altogether incorrect. These institutions a 6, NO di 
—_ bad achieving much | 
ut as are erally 
too often not only. po uce — 
inflict mueh 
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eee} 
<"s " ous 
~~ T> we 


| ie ss Native States. 
The Belgawm:Samdchdér (12) of the 24th December has an. 
ie ae ‘“ The Improvement of the S4ngli Stati 
ton ofthe State of Songliias jug’ the teoompoteney of the Ohiet of 
: at : - ing the incompetenc e Chief of j 
) ol Noy va tonehel te taca of Coveriuad alae 
years ago, the latter first gave a severe 
increase in the m eadtced tne hee tek nee aa g 
n re time; an ore the expiry of this tert 
bata say fi ny ol ag considered it necessary to nominate a joint-admii é 
, trator to help the Chief in 6 rags Say improvement | 
which he was found unable to accomp isted. An able, thoughtfuland — 
experienced British officer was nominated to this important post. Having _ : 
adopted this strong measure, Government believes that the affairs of the State 
have now been put into a satisfactory condition. But, ifan impartial o 
will inquire minutely in the state of things of Sdngli, he. 0 
belief of Government is entirely erroneous; The ryots of the Sdngli 
, not find their condition sake improved. They do not get justice 
‘more speedily ; nor do they find the burden of taxation made lighter than it : 
was before. Under the “ogra regime a paltry saving of four or five thousand as 
e rupees has been effeeted y abolishing a few low-paid posts, and by pk | old 
grants for religious und charitable purposes. But this wretched saving 
' more than eounterbalanced by a large new increase in the expenditure. The 
ost of the joint-administrator alone has added rupees 15,000 to the old expen- 
iture. Besides, the ereation of the new ¢os sts of the kArbhdri, the dic- 4 
trict officers, an aceountant, foujddrs, munsifs, &c., has added about 25,000 to ee 
the same side. And the debt of the State, to diminish which was oneof the | o. 
chief objects of bringing the new regime into existence, has now inereased to a 
such an extent that it was found necessary to contract from the paramount ae 
s Government an enormous loan of nine lakhs of ru and to mortgage toitas = = = = 
: securities the two fine distriets of Shirhatti and Shéhpur. The writer only:. = 


_ 


a _ hopes that these two districts will not meet with the fate of the Berars,andbe 
: forever lost te the Séngli State. Then turning to the question of the Shah eae 
- Municipality, the second subject indicated in the heading, the writer en | 


ym the list he has given, it will be seen that the poor p 
died with both the old Peshwdi taxes; such as the 


In 


¥ “« yy 


mona Ta-t 

) taxes, such as the stamp duties, the r 
: the writer, the total burden of all taxes paid 
ie to about 2 rupees per head, and it is suffcicn 
oa. the authorities intend increasing the exist 
ug rupee,—that is at four times the old rate. 
zoolum. ue 
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